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MEMORANDA. 

Sir  James  Allan  Parky  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  having  died  during  the 
Christmas  Vacation  1838,  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas 
Erskincj  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Review,  was 
shortly  afterwards  appointed  to  the  vacant  seat  on  the 
Bench.  In  the  Vacation  after  the  following  Hilary 
Term,  WiUiam  Henry  Maule^  Esq.,  one  of  her  Ma* 
jesty's  Counsel,  was,  on  the  resignation  of  Sir  WiUiam 
Bottandf  appointed  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer. 

George  Boone  BoupeU^  Esq.,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  died  in  the  month  oS  January  1838, 
and  Andrew  Henry  Lynch^  of  the  Middle  Temple^  Esq., 
Barrister  at  Law,  was  some  time  afterwards  appointed 
to  the  vacant  oflBce.  In  the  Vacation  after  Hilary  Term 
1839,  Samuel  Duckworth,  of  Lincdris  Inn,  Esq.,  Bar* 
rbter  at  Law,  was  also  appointed  to  the  oflBce  of  a  Master 
in  Chancery,  on  the  resignation  of  Francis  Cross,  Esq. 

In  the  Vacation  after  Hilary  Term  1839,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  her  Majesty's  Counsel,  viz. 
John  Stuart,  of  LincoMs  Inn,  Robert  Vaughan  Richards, 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  Samuel  Girdlestone,  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  and  Griffith  Richards,  of  the  Inner  Temple, 
Esquires.  WiUiam  GoodenougK  Hayter,  of  LincoMs 
Inn,  Esq.,  at  the  same  time  received  a  patent  of  pre- 
cedence. 
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HIGH  COURT  OF  CHANCERY, 


■        —         ;    ^ '.  .    ./ 

MOTLEY  V.  DOWNMAN.  '^  >  /"  '^  y^'jl^^  p"^' 

T  TPWARDS  of  sixty  years  ago,  the  business  of  a  The  boxes  of 

tin-plate  manufacturer  was  carried  on  by  RtAert  ScfJ  at%- 

Morgauy  at  certain  works,  situate  at  Carmarthen,  of  whidi  Ocular  works 

he  was  the  owner.    He  devised  the  works,  in  fee  sirtple,  were^'^for'if  ^ 

to  his  son  John  Morgan,  by  whom  they  were  carried  ^®"8  **"®*  °^ 

on ;  and  the  same  business  -was  subsequently  continued  withthemark 

at  the  same  works  by  certain  persons  in  partnership,  "  ^•^•"   '^•j    • 

under  the  firm  of  M>rm,  Morgan  and  Co.,  who  had  a  those  works, 

lease  of  the  works  from  the  proprietor,  which  expired  Jtt  mwt*^ 

on  or  about  the  31st  of  December  1820,  when  the  part-  subsequently 

nership  was  dissolved.     The  tin  plates,  manufactured  at  mMufMtOT 

these  ^ootherworks, 

of  forty  miles,  and  there  used  the  same  mark.  The  Carmarthen  works  were  for 
some  years,  unoccupied ;  but  afterwards  2>.,  and  others  as  copartners,  having  taken 
a  lease  of  them,  carried  them  on,  and  branded  their  boxes  with  the  mark  •*  If 
C.,-  and  styled  themselves  "  The  '  M.  c:  Tin  Plate  Company."  S,  then  obtained 
an  injunction  to  restrain  2>.  and  his  partners  from  using  the  mark  ^  M  C  *'  or 
the  designation  of  "The  M.  C.  Tin  Plate  Company;"  but,  upon  appeal!  the  in- 
junction was  dissolved,  with  liberty  to  S,  to  bring  an  action. 

Principles  and  rules  upon  which  the  Court  interferes^  by  injunction,  in  such  cases 
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18S7.  these  works^  were  packed  for  sale  in  wooden  boxes,  ac- 
cording to  the  castom  of  the  trade ;  and,  from  the  earliest 
period  to  which  the  memory  of  any  person  acquainted 
with  the  works  could  reach,  namely,  from  a  period  sixty 
years  ago  and  upwards,  up  to  the  time  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  partnership  of  Marrisj  Morgan  and  Co.,  the  boxes 
containing  the  tin  plates  manufactured  at  the  works  at 
Carmarthen  were  always  branded  with  the  letters  '<  M. 
C. "  During  the  continuance  of  the  before-mentioned 
lease,  no  other  manufacturer  of  tin  plates  used  the  same  . 
mark ;  and  the  tin  plates  made  by  John  Morgan^  and  by 
Morris^  Morgan  and  Co.,  at  the  works  at  Carmarthen, 
became  known  by  the  designation  of  "  M.  C.  tin  plates.'* 

When  the  partnership  of  Morris,  Morgan  and  Co.  was 
dissolved,  one  of  the  Plaintiffs,  Robert  Smith,  who  had 
since  the  year  1814  been  a  partner  in  that  firm,  took 
a  lease  of  the  works,  for  seven  yeai*s,  from  the  1st  of 
January  1821,  in  conjunction  with  a  person  named  John 
Beynolds;  and  they  commenced  the  business  of  tin-plate 
manufacturers  there,  under  the  firm  of  Reynolds  and  Smith, 
having  purchased  from  the  individuals  who  had  composed 
the  firm  q{  Morris,  Morgan  and  Co.  the  good-will  of  their 
business,  and  their  stock  in  trade,  and  tools,  including 
the  irons  used  for  branding  the  boxes  with  the  mark 
«  M.  C."  In  the  month  of  Naoember  1824,  Reynolds 
relinquished  his  share  in  this  new  firm  to  his  partner, 
the  Plaintiff,  Robert  Smith,  who  then  took  into  partner- 
ship with  himself  his  brother,  Thomtis  Smith  ;  and  the 
same  business  was  thenceforward  continued  at  the  same 
works  at  Carmarthen,  under  the  firm  of  Robert  Smith 
and  Co.,  until  a  period  in  or  about  the  year  1825,  at 
which,  Thomas  Smith  having  retired  from  the  partner- 
ship, the  Plaintiff,  Robert  Smith,  removed  his  manufac- 
tory of  tin  plates  from  Carmarthen  to  other  works  in 
the  parbh  of  Margam,  in  Glamorgansliire,  which  is  dis- 
tant 
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tant  about  forty-four  miles  from  Carmarthen;  and  from 
dial  time  to  the  present  he  had  carried  on  that  business 
at  Margamj  under  the  firm  of  Robert  Smith  and  Co., 
having  been  from  time  to  time  joined  in  partnership 
by  the  several  other  Plaintiffs  in  this  suit,  who  liow 
formed,  together  with  himself,  the  firm  of  Robert  Smith 
and  Co. 


1857. 


From  the  time  at  which  Robert  Smith  so  removed  his 
works  to  Marga$tti  until  the  early  part  of  the  year  1836, 
the  manufactory  at  Carmarthen  was  closed ;  but  Robert 
Smith  retained  the  lease  until  the  time  at  which  it  ex- 
pired, namely,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1827.  Ever 
since  the  time  at  which  the  firm  of  Morris,  Morgan 
and  Co.  was  dissolved,  Reynolds  and  Smith  and  Robert 
Smith  and  Co.  had  used,  first  at  Carmarthen,  and  sub- 
sequently at  Margam,  the  distinguishing  mark  of 
^<  M.  C,"  which  had  been  branded  on  their  boxes  of  tin 
plates,  and  that  mark  was  still  used  by  the  Plaintifis. 

In  the  month  of  November  1827,  Charles  Morgan, 
Esq.,  and  his  niece,  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Yelverton, 
were  the  joint  owners  of  the  Carmarthen  works ;  and 
Chofies  Morgan  then  caused  to  be  inserted,  in  several 
successive  numbers  of  the  newspaper  called  *'  Tfie  Cam- 
brian,** an  advertisement,  of  which  the  parts  material 
for  the  present  purpose  were  to  the  following  effect:  — 


«Jlf.  C.  Tm  Plates. 

'*  To  be  let,  and  entered  upon  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  all  those  weU-known  and  established  tm  mills, 
charcoal  iron  furnace,  forge,  bar  iron  and  rolling  mills, 
with  convenient  offices  and  appurtenances,  called  the 
Carmarthen  Tin  and  Iron  Works,  where  the  tin  plates 
bearing  the  mark  '<  M.  C."  (to  which  so  decided  a  pre- 

B  2  ference 
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1837.  ference  has  been  given  in  every  market  in  Europe)  have 
been  made  nearly  a  century,  and  where  only  they  can 
be  legally  manafactaredi  together  with  two  other  iron 
forges  now  held  with  thero,  all  of  which  are  situate  in 
a  country  abounding  with  iron-stone,  cordwood,  and  a 
never-failbg  supply  of  water.  The  above-mentioned 
tin  works  have  made  from  500  to  600  boxes  of  tin 
plates  per  week,  and  may  be  worked  to  a  greater 
extent." 

In  «  Th  Cambrian''  of  the  1st  of  December  1827, 
the  following  advertisement  was  placed  immediately 
underneath  that  which  has  been  already  stated :  -* 

«  M.  a  Tin  Plates, 
*^  Established  for  their  good  quality,  since  the  year 
1807  and  1808,  are  exclusively  manufactured  by  Robert 
Smith  and  Co.,  at  their  Margam  iron  and  tin  plate  works, 
where  they  have  been  made  for  the  last  three  years 
under  the  same  superintendence  as  formerly ;  and,  to 
prevent  fraud,  the  proprietors  have  added  the  brand 
mark  *  Margam  *  on  each  box.'' 

Charles  Morgan  then  caused  the  following  letter  to 
be  inserted  in  "  The  Cambrian**  of  the  %\\xi3X  December 
1627:  — 

"  M.  C.  Tin  Plates. 
"To  the  Editor  of  the  «  Cambrian: 
"  Sir,  —  Observing  in  your  last  paper,  immediately 
under  an  advertisement  for  letting  the  Carmarthen  Tin 
and  Iron  Works,  a  paragraph  by  Messrs*  Robert  Smith 
and  Co.,  relative  to  the  brand  mark  <  Ml  C,'  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  Carmarthen  tin  mills ;  and  wishing  to 
correct  the  representation  contained  in  it,  I  shall  thank 
you  to  state,  in  your  next  publication,  and  directly 

under 
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under  the  paragraph,  if  repeated,  that,  treating  as  I        1887* 
do  Mr*  jRobert  Smith  and  his  machinations  with  merited 
ciMitempt,  I  disdain  to  notice  the  impudent  statement  he 
has  made  respecting  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  mark 
*  Jf.  C*  at  Aberavon  (which  place,  for  purposes  easily 
discerned,  has  lately  been  called  ^Margam*)  except 
through  the  medium  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  which 
an  application  shall,  in  due  time,  be  made,  the  result  of 
which  will  more  effiictually  prevent  fraud  than  the  word 
'  Margam  *  stamped  on  the  boxes,  and  convince  Messrs. 
SmiiA  and  Co.  of  the  illegality  of  their  usurpation  of  the 
established  brand  mark  ^  Af.  C,'  should  temerity,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  lease  of  the  Carmarthen  tin  mills, 
induce  them  to  use  it. 
"  Furnace  Homcj        "  I  am.  Sir, 

**  Carmarthen,  "  Your  obedient  Servant, 

'<  December  5th,  1827.  **  Charles  Morgan." 

No  further  steps  were  taken  to  restrain  Robert  Smith 
and  Co.  from  using  the  mark  ^<  Af.  C'  The  reason 
for  this  forbearance,  as  given  by  Charles  Morgan,  in  an 
affidavit  sworn  in  the  cause,  was,  that  the  works  re- 
mained unoccupied  until  they  were  taken  by  the  De- 
fendants in  the  year  1886,  shortly  before  which  time  he 
had  conveyed  his  interest  in  the  works  to  Mrs.  Yelverton, 
upon  a  partition.  In  or  about  the  month  of  March 
1856,  the  Defendants,  Hugh  Herbert  Downman  and 
others,  took  a  lease  of  the  Carmarthen  tin  works,  and 
commenced  the  trade  of  tin-plate  manufacturers  there ; 
and,  on  the  boxes  containing  the  tin  plates  manufactured 
there  by  them,  they  branded  the  mark  ^^  M  C,  Carmar* 
then  ;^  the  word  <<  Carmarthen**  being  branded  m  large 
l^ble  characters  on  the  same  side  of  the  box  as  the 
letters  Af.'C,  and  immediately  under  those  letters,  and 
m  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  possitnlity  of  the 
mark  ^  M.  C."  being  seen  without  the  word  ^  Carmar^ 
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1897*       thenJ*     The  Defendants  also  assumed  the  name  of 
«  The  M.  C.  Tin  Plate  Company." 

On  the  16tli  of  iiarck  1857,  the  present  bill  was 
filed  by  Boberl  Smith  and  Co.  against  Ht^i  Herberi 
Dcfwnman  and  his  co-partners,  alleging  that  the  Plainti£&^ 
had  acquired  an  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  the  mark 
^  M»  C/'  and  charging  that  the  tin  plates  now  made  by 
the  Plaintifi  were  well  known  in  the  market  by  the  name 
of  <*  itf.  C.  pUtes,**  and  were  in  great  request,  and  held 
in  high  estimation,  and  had  an  extensive  sale,  and  bore 
a  higher  price  than  common  tin  plates;  and  that  the  tin 
plates  sold  by  the  Defendants  with  the  mark  ^*M.C."  were 
greatly  inferior  in  quality  to  the  itf.  C.  plates  made  and 
sold  by  the  Plaintifis ;  and  that  the  character  of  the  HL  C. 
plates  made  by  the  Plaintifis  was  in  danger  of  being  in- 
jured by  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  inferior  plates  bear- 
ing the  same  mark ;  and  that  the  addition  of  the  word 
^  Carmarthen"  to  the  letters  M.  C,  as  used  by  the  De- 
fendants, afibrded  no  protection  to  the  Plaintiffs,  seeing 
that  the  M,  C.  tin  plates  were  originally  and  for  many 
years  made  at  Carmarthen^  and  that  the  M.  C  tin  plates 
were  extensively  sold  in  places  where  it  was  not  known 
that  the  Plamtiffis  were  the  manufacturers  of  the  Jt£  C.  tin 
plates ;  and  praying  that  the  Defendants  might  be  re- 
strained by  injunction  from  carrying  on  business  under, 
or  using  the  style  or  firm  of  the  "  M.  C.  Tin  Plate  Com- 
pany,*' or  any  other  style  or  firm  which  should  import 
that  they  were  the  manufacturers  of  the  JIf.  C  tin  plates, 
or  from  branding  or  setting  upon  the  boxes  of  tin  plates 
made  by  them,  the  mark  ^*M.  C"  either  with  or  without 
any  other  letters,  figures,  or  marks  added  thereto ;  and 
firom  exporting,  selling,  or  disposing  of  any  boxes  of  tin 
plates  marked  with  such  mark,  and  from  otherwise  using 
the  same  mark  in  their  trade  of  manufacturing  and 
sdling  tin  plates. 

The 
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The  charges  of  the  bill  above  stated  were  repeated^        1857« 
in  the  same  terms,  in  an  affidavit  sworn  by  the  PlaintiiF    ^^^^'^'^ 
Bobert  Smith  in  support  of  the  bill.     He  also  staled,  in  v. 

the  sanae  affidavit,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  persons  eiH  ^^^'^^^^^^ 
gaged  m  the  tin  trade,  held  at  Bristd^  in  November  1836, 
the  Deliendant  Hugh  Herbert  Downman  announced  him- 
self and  his  partners  as  the  makers  of  the  JH  C.  tan 
plates;  and  that  soch  annowicenient  was  the  first  in« 
timation  which  the  deponent  and  the  other  Plaintift 
had,  that  the  Defendants  were  making  use  of  the  M,  C 
mark,  although  during  three  or  four  months  preceding 
the  month  of  November  1836,  the  deponent  had  been 
informed  that  such  was  the  case.  It  appear^  that 
some  letters  then  passed  between  the  parties,  with  re- 
ference to  the  use  of  the  mark  in  question,  and  that  the 
hist  of  those  letters  was  dated  the  lOih  of  Febnmy  1837. 

It  was  stated,  on  affidavit,  that  the  letters  <<  M.  C." 
were  originally  intended  to  denote  *^  Morgan^  Carmar^ 
then:' 

Several  old  witnesses  who  deposed  to  the  Act,  that 
the  mark  ^  M*  C"  had  always  been  branded  upon  the 
boxes  of  tin  plates  made  at  the  Carmarthen  works,  stated 
also  that  that  mark  was  always  considered  as  the  mark 
belonging  to  the  works;  and  another  witness,  who  was 
the  principal  derk  to  a  tin  plate  merchant  in  the  City  of 
London,  stated,  that  it  was  the  practice  for  each  mami- 
fiMitory  of  tin  plates  to  have  some  peculiar  mark,  and 
that  the  deponent  had  ever  considered  the  mark  as  in- 
cident to  and  denoting  the  works  at  which  the  plates 
were  made^  and  not  the  manufacturer,  and  that  such  mark  % 
almost  always  bore  reference  to  the  place  at  which  the 
manu&ctory  was  situated.  The  deponent  then  mentioned 
vnrioos  instances  in  which  tin  plates  were  designated  by 
narks^  consisting  of  the  names  of  the  places  or  the  ini- 
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1837-  tial  letters  of  the  names  of  the  places  at  which  the  works 
at  which  they  were  made  were  situated.  The  same  wit- 
-ness  also  stated  that,  seven  or  eight  years  since,  he  had 
purchased  tin  plates  of  the  Plaintifis,  and  that  such  tin 
plates  were  marked  *^  M,  C,  MargamJ*  The  Defendant 
Hugh  Herbert  Daamtnan  stated,  on  affidavit,  that  be 
and  his  partners,  before  and  at  the  time  of  their  taking 
the  works  at  Carmarthen^  understood  that  the  tin  plates 
manufactured  there  had  always  beeu  marked  **  M.  CJ* 
and  had,  under  that  mark,  acquired  a  great  celebrity 
in  the  principal  markets  of  Europe  ;  and  that  in  taking 
the  works  he  and  his  partners  contemplated  the  re- 
sumption of  the  business  formerly  carried  ou  at  those 
works,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  used  the  mark  which 
had  been  customarily  used  there ;  and  that  the  tin  plates 
manufactured  by  him  and  his  partners  at  the  Carmarthen 
works  were  made  of  the  very  best  materials,  and  were  fully 
equal  in  quality,  if  not  superior,  to  those  manufactured 
at  the  Plaintiffs'  works;  and  that  the  Defendants  had 
never  had  any  wish  or  intention  to  convey,  to  their  cus« 
toniers  or  the  public,  any  impression  that  their  tin  plates 
were  manufactured  at  Margam^  or  in  any  way  to  pass  off 
their  plates  as  connected  with  the  works  of  the  Plaintiffs* 
And,  in  proof  that  such  was  the  case,  he  referred  to  the 
addition  of  the  word  ^* Carmarthen"  which  has  been 
already  mentioned;  and  the  deponent  expressed  the 
willingness  of  himself  and  his  partners  to  enter  into  an 
Agreement  binding  themselves  at  all  times  to  use  the 
word  **  Carmarthen^*  as  well  as  the  letters  "  Jtf.  C." 
as  the  mark  distinguishing  the  plates. 

Ah  affidavit  sworn  by  Charles  Morgan,  stated  that 
so  long  as  he  and  his  niece  continued  to  be  jointly  in- 
terested in  the  Carmarthen  works  (viz.  down  to  the 
year  18S6),  neither  he  nor  (to  his  knowledge)  his  niece 
at  any  time  abandoned  the  right  which  they  and  their' 
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tenants   had  theretofore  always  claimed  of  using  the        1887. 
brand  mark  <<  M.  C"  at  the  works,  and  that  they  always 
consklered  the  use  of  that  mark  by  the  Plaintfflb  as  an' 
act  of  injustice  and  unfair  dealing. 

Upon  this  evidence,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  after  hearing  counsel  for 
the  Defendants,  granted  an  injunction  in  the  terms  of 
the  prayer  of  the  bill. 

The  Defendants  then  gave  notice  of  a  motion,  before 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  discharge  hb  Honor's  order. 

Several  affidavits,  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiffs, 
after  the  Vice-Chancellor's  order  had  been  made,  tended 
to  shew  that  JUL  C.  plates  were  ordered,  by  that  desig- 
nation only,  without  reference  to  the  makers,  or  the 
place  at  which  they  were  made ;  and  stated,  that  although 
the  word  **  Margam  "  was  branded  on  the  side  of  the 
Plaintiffi*  boxes,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  mark  ^^  M.  C." 
was  branded  at  the  end  of  the  boxes,  and  the  word 
'<  Margam  **  at  the  side,  the  word  "  Margatn**  was  not 
seen  when  the  boxes  were  piled  in  bulk.  Some  of  these 
affidavits  tended  to  shew  that  some  of  the  Defendants* 
plates,  marked  "ilf.  C,"  were  of  inferior  quality. 

On  the  other  hand,  further  affidavits,  sworn  on  the 
part  of  the  Defendants,  tended  to  shew  that  the  plates 
now  made  at  the  Carmarthen  works  were  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  superior  to  those  made  by  the  Plaintiffs. 

The  appeal  motion  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Hayter^  in  support  of  the  appeal 
motion. 

Whether  the  Plaintifi  be  entided  to  use  this  mark 
or  not,  the  history  of  the  use  of  the  mark  itself,  and  of 
the  Carmarthen  works,  snfficientiy  shews  that  the  Plain- 

tiflCs 


10  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1837*  tiffi  cannot  possibly  have  acquired  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  use  of  the  mark.  The  only  rule,  with  respect  to 
trade  mariu,  is  that  one  tradesman  shall  not  be  guilty 
of  a  fraudulent  simulation  of  the  mark  used  by  anodier ; 
but,  in  this  case,  there  is  jio  attempt  to  impute  to  the 
Defendants  a  fraudulent  purpose  of  passing  off  their 
{rfates  ai  being  made  by  the  Plainti£&,  or  to  prove  that 
that  result  has  taken  place.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  sworn, 
and  not  denied,  that  the  Defendants'  boxes  are  so  marked 
that  it  is  impossible  to  mistake  them  for  those  of  the 
Plaintifis. 

The  rule  on  this  subject  is  the  same  in  equity  as 
at  law.  The  first  case  in  equity  is  Btanchard  v. 
Hill{a\  whef^  an  injunction  was  moved  for  to  re- 
strain the  Defendant  from  making  use  of  the  Great 
Moguls  as  a  stamp  upon  his  cards,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Plaintiff,  upon  a  suggestion  that  the  Plaintiff  had 
die  sole  right  to  this  stamp,  having  appropriated  it 
to  himself  in  conformity  with  the  charter  granted  to 
the  Cardmakers'  Company  by  King  Charles  the  First. 
Lord  Hardmcke  held  the  charter  to  be  illegal  and  void, 
except  so  far  as  it  established  the  Company,  and  gave 
them  power  to  make  bye-laws ;  but  he  made  some  im- 
portant observations  upon  tradesmen's  marks.  He  stated 
that,  with  respect  to  the  mark  which  the  Plaintiff  had 
appropriated  to  himself,  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
Court's  granting  an  injunction ;  and  he  added,  *^  Every 
particular  trader  has  some  particular  mark  or  stamp; 
but  I  do  not  know  any  instance  of  granting  an  injunc- 
tion here  to  restrain  one  trader  from  using  the  same 
mark  with  another ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  of  mis- 
chievous consequence  to  do  it"  He  then  went  on  to 
notice  a  case  which  had  been  cited  to  him,  and  is  stated 
by  Mr.  Justice  Dodderidge  in  Popham  (d),  in  which  it 

bad 
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had  been  held,  that  an  action  at  law  would  lie  by  a        1887. 
clothier  against  a  person  of  tlie  same  trade,  for  using     ^T^^""^^ 
die  same  mark :  but  Lord  Hardwicke  pointed  out  the  «. 

true  distinction  in  that  case,  which  was,  that  it  was  not    ^^^^^^^* 
the  single  act  of  making  use  of  the  mark  that  was  snf*    \ 
fideot  to  maintain  the  action,  but  the  doing  it  with  a 
fraodolent  design  to  put  off  bad  cloth  by  that  means,  or 
to  draw  away  customers  from  the  other  clothier ;  and 
he  added,  that  there  was  no  difference  between  a  trades- 
man or  an  innkeeper  putting  up  the  same  sign,  and  a 
person's  making  use  of  the  same  mark  with  another 
of  the  same  trade.     In  Catiham  v.  Jones  (a),  a  bill  for 
an  injunction  stated  that  the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of 
the  secret  for  making  the  medicine  known  as  *^  Velndi 
Vegetable  %rupf*'  and  that  the  defendant  sold  a  spurious 
preparation  under  the  same  name,  alleging  that  it  was 
the  same  medicine  in  composition  and  quality  as  that      \ 
made  by  the  plaintiff.    A  demurrer  was  put  in  to  that 
bill,  and  the  demurrer  was  allowed ;  and  the  Vice-chan- 
cellor observed,  in  his  judgment,  that  the  bill  did  not 
state  that  the  defendant  professed  to  sell  the  plaintiff's 
medicine,  but  only  one  of  as  good  a  quality,  which  he 
was  at  perfisct  liberty  to  do.     It  is  to  be  observed,  that^ 
in  that  case,  it  was  allied,  not  merely  that  a  spurious 
article  was  sold,  but  that  it  was  sold  by  the  name  of  the 
genuine  article.    So,  in  Singleton  v.  Bolton  (i),  the  plain* 
tiff's  father,  and  afterwards  the  plaintiff  himself,  had  sold 
a  medicine  called  **  Dr.  Johnson* s  YeOow  Ointment;  "  and 
the  defendant  commenced  selling  the  same  medicine 
under  the  same  name;  whereupon  the  plaintiff  brought  an 
action  against  him;  and  Lord  Mansfield  held,  first  at  the 
trial,  and  afterwards  upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  that 
the  action  would  not  lie,  no  evidence  having  been  ^ven 
that  the  defendant  sold  it  as  if  prepared  by  the  plaintiff. 

In 
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t8S7.  In  &fke$  v.  ^kes{a\  the  declaration  stated  that  the 
plaintiff  was  a  manufacturer  of  shot  belts  and  powder 
flasks,  which  he  was  accustomed  to  mark  with  the  word 
<<  Syke^i  Patent,'*  and  that  the  defendants  made  shot 
k  belts,  and  powder  flasks,  which  they  also  marked  *<  Sykes^s 
Patent,"  in  imitation  of  the  marks  used  by  the  plain- 
ti£^  and  sold  the  articles  so  made  and  marked,  as  and  for 
shot  belts  and  powder  flasks  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
plaintiff.  At  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  pluntiff 's  father  obtained  a  patent  for 
the  manufacture  6f  the  articles  in  question,  which  patent, 
however,  had  been  held  to  be  invalid,  in  consequence  of 
a  defect  in  the  specification ;  but  that  the  patentee,  and 
afterwards  the  plaintiff,  continued  to  mark  the  articles 
with  the  words  **  S^kes*s  Patent"  It  appeared  also  that 
the  mark  used  by  the  defendants  resembled,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  that  adopted  by  the  plaintiff.  Mr.  Justice 
Bajfley  held  that  the  defendant  had  no  right  so  to  mark 
his  goods,  as  and  for  goods  manufactured  by  the  plaintiff; 
and  he  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  defendants 
adopted  the  mark  in  question,  for  the  purpose  of  indu- 
cing the  public  to  suppose  that  the  articles  were  manu- 
factured, not  by  them,  but  by  the  plaintiff.  These 
observations  of  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  embrace  the  whole 
law  upon  this  subject,  and  were  aflierwards  supported 
by  the  language  used  by  Lord  Tenterden  upon  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial. 

Even  if,  in  the  present  case,  the  Defendants  used  the 
mark  <^  M.  C"  without  any  addition,  the  Plaintiffs 
would  have  no  more  right  to  restrain  them  from  so 
doin^  than  the  plaintiff  in  Canham  v.  Jones  had  to  r^ 
strain  the  defendant  there  from  using  the  name  of 
"  Vehufs  Vegetable  Syrup"    The  fraud,  if  any,  is  on 

the 
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the  side  of  the  Plaiotiffs,  who  have  persisted  in  using  a 
name  which  was  appropriated  to  the  works  now  held 
by  the  Defendants. 

At  all  events,  the  Vice-Chancellor's  order  cannot 
stand  in  its  present  form,  for  it  does  not  even  put  the 
Plaintifib  upon  the  terms  of  establbhing  their  right  by 
an  actbn  at  law. 

Mr.  Wigram  and*  Mr.  James  Parkei\  in  support  of 
the  Vice-Chancellor's  order. 

When  a  man  makes  use  of  a  mark  which  another 
man  has  previously  appropriated  to  goods  of  his  own, 
and  he  knows  that  the  world  will  be  deceived,  the  Court 
will  presume  fraud.    &fkes  v.  Stfkes  proves  this.     It  is 
clear  that  when  a  mark  on  goods  has  been  used  by  one 
man,  and  the  public  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  it,, 
no  other  man  can  use  the  same  mark;  it 'is  in  fiict 
writing  one  man's  name  on  another  man's  goods.     The 
adoption  of  a  mark  used  by  him  is  as  much  writing  his 
name,  as  if  his  surname  or  his  initials,  or  any  other  de- 
signation by  which  be  might  be  known,  w^re  employed. 
These  positions  are  established,  not  only  by  Sykes  v. 
S^ke$9  but  also   by  the  case   in  Pophanif  which   has 
been  mentioned  on  the  other  side,  and  by  Blofeld  v. 
Payne  (a),   where  a  manufacturer   of  metallic   hones 
maintained  an  action  against  another  manufacturer  of 
the  same  article,  who  had  imitated  his  envelopes ;  and 
by  the  case  of  Day  v.  Day^  mentioned  in  Eden  on 
bgunctions  (ft),  where  a  manufacturer  of  blacking  was 
restrained  from  using  labels  in  imitation  of  those  em- 
ployed  by  the  plaintiff.      When,  however,  a  manu- 
facturer abandons  the  use  of  a  particular  mark,  any  one 

else 


1837. 


(a)  4  P.  4  Aid.  410. 


it)  Page  314. 


i'k 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

18S7.  else  has  a  right  to  adopt  it  So,  if  the  owners  of  the 
Carmarthen  Tin  Works  had  a  right  to  the  use  of  the 
mark  **  M.  C^"  they  abandoned  it  at  the  time  at  which 
the  works  were  shut  up ;  and  the  Plaintiffs  then 
adopted  it 

The  tin  with  which  these  tin  plates  are  made  is 
brought  from  Cornwall:  the  plates  are  not  manufactured 
at  the  places  at  which  the  tin  is  found.  The  question, 
therefore,  which  the  buyers  ask,  b  not,  at  what  place 
t^ey  are  made,  but  by  whom  they  are  made.  The 
mark  *^  M»  C"  has,  for  a  great  many  years,  been  used 
by  the  Plaintiffi,  and  it  is  known  to  designate  certain 
particular  makers,  who  are,  in  fact,  the  Plaintiffs.  The 
public  are  defrauded  by  the  use  of  this  mark  by  the 
Defendants ;  and  a  fraud  upon  the  public  operates  as  a 
fraud  upon  the  Plaintiffs. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

V_  The  Court,  when  it  interferes  in  cases  of  this  sort,  is 
exercising  a  jurisdiction  over  legal  rights ;  and,  although, 
sometimes,  in  a  very  strong  case^  it  interferes,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  injunction,  yet,  in  a  general  way,  it  puts  the 
party  upon  asserting  his  right  by  trying  it  in  an  action 

I  at  law.  If  it  does  not  do  that,  it  permits  the  Plaintiff, 
notwithstanding  the  suit  in  equity,  to  bring  an  action. 

,  In  both  cases,  the  Court  is  only  acting  in  aid  of,  and  is 
only  ancillary  to^  the  legal  right  I  can  hardly  conceive 
a  case  in  which  the  Court  will  at  once  interfere  by  in* 
junction,  and  prevent  a  defendant  from  disputing  the 
plaintiff's  legal  title.  The'  present  order  interposes 
the  injunction,  and  does  not  put  the  parties  in  a  situ- 
ation to  try  the  question  at  law. 

Now,  undoubtedly,  if  the  case  had  stood  upon  the  use 
of  the  mark  '^  Af.  C"  by  the  Plaintiffs,  and  there  had 
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been  nothing  but  the  fact  of  another  company,  forty  miles  1 837. 
KjlS,  assuming  the  same  mark,  then,  although  the  name 
of  the  place  were  added  by  the  latter,  yet,  i^  practi- 
cally, that  addition  did  not  protect  the  Plainti£&  from 
having  it  supposed  that  the  goods  so  marked  were 
theirs,  it  would  not  afford  an  answer  to  the  charge ; 
for  the  distinction  must  be  such  as  would  protect  the 
Rainti£&  from  the  injury  they  might  sustain  from  a 
deception  practised  on  the  public ;  and  it  is  immaterial 
what  contrivances  are  used,  if  that  be,  in  fact,  the  eflect 
of  the  use  of  the  marks  by  the  Defendants. 

But  the  great  difficulty,  as  it  strikes  me,  in  this  case, 
is,  that  although  the  works  did  not  bear  the  name  of 
"M  C  works,*'  still  the  persons  who,  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  earliest  period,  have  carried  on  the  works,  have 
used  that  mark  to  distinguish  the  plates  made  there. 
Then  Mr.  Smiik  became  lessee  of  the  works;  and,  while 
be  was  lessee,  he  used,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  mark 
which  had  always  been  the  distinguishing  mark  of  the 
tin  plates  made  there*  It  answered  his  purpose  to  quit 
the  works  at  Carmarthen  before  the  expiration  of  the 
lease,  and  to  establish  a  similar  manu&ctory  forty  miles 
off;  and  there  he  used  and  has  continued  to  use  die  seme 
mark  which  he  had  used,  when  at  Carmarthen^  to  denote 
the  goods  which  he  manubctured  there.  It  appears  that 
the  owner  of  the  property,  as  soon  as  the  lease  expired, 
remonstrated  against  Mr.  SmiiVs  continuing  to  use  the 
mark  which  had  always  been  used  to  designate  the  tin 
plates  manufactured  at  the  Carmarthen  works.  And  well 
he  might,  because,  if,  by  the  successful  manufacture  of 
the  p^^ons  who  had  carried  on  those  works,  the  goods 
made  there  had  acquired  an  extraordinary  value,  it  was 
sn  extraordinary  value  which  attached  to  the  premises  on 
which  the  works  were  carried  on ;  and,  no  doubt,  when 
the  owner  came  to  dispose  of  the  works  again,  the  dr- 
ciuDstance  of  the  reputation  which  the  manufacture  of 

those 
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those  works  had  acquired  would  enable  him  to  dispose 
of  them  on  more  advantageous  terms.    It  happened, 
however,  that  no  tenant  was  immediately  found  for  the 
works  at  Carmarthen ;  or,  at  least,  no  one  carried  on 
the  business  there  from  the  end  of  the  year  1827,  when 
Mr.  SmitKh  lease  expired,  until  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1836,  during  all  which  time  the  Plaintiff,  ^r.  Smithy 
certainly  used  the  mark ;  but  that  was  under  a  protest 
by  the  owner  of  the  works  at  Carmarthen ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  cannot  be  considered  that  there  was  acquiescence 
on  the  owner's  part.     Then  it  appears,  that,  about  the 
month  of  Jun^  1836,  these  works  having  been  again  let, 
the  manufacture  was  re-commenced.    In  one  of  the  affi- 
davits upon  which  the  injunction  was  obtained,  the  Plain- 
tiff, Mr.  Smitliy  said  that  he  had  been  positively  informed 
in  November  last  that  such  was  the  case,  but  that  he  had 
.heard  of  it  three  or  four  months  before.     The  latter 
circumstance  is,  no  doubt,  true,  particularly  as  it  is 
stated  by  the  Plaintiff  (AtiiM)  himself;  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  that  he  could  be  ignorant  of  it,  for  he  knew 
that  the  landlord  of  the  Carmarthen  works  claimed  a 
right,  not  only  to  use  the  mark  in  question,  but  to  use 
it  exclusively.      When  he  found,  therefore,  that  the 
works  were  re-let,  undoubtedly  he  must  have  been  aware 
that  the  tenant  took  the  premises  with  the  intention  of 
using  the  mark.    I  do  not  say  any  thing  as  to  the  in- 
terval which  elapsed  between  November  and  the  time  at 
which  the  bill  was  filed,  because  a  considerable  part  of 
it  seems  to  have  been  occupied  in  correspondence. 

The  case,  then,  is,  that  a  person  who,  as  tenant  of 
particular  works,  had  derived  the  benefit  of  using  the 
distingubhing  mark  employed  for  the  purpose  of  mark- 
ing the  goods  made  there,  quits  the  premises,  and  esta- 
blishes a  similar  manu&ctory  elsewhere,  and  there,  after 
his  lease  of  the  previous  works  has  expired,  uses  the 
mark  which  he  had  obtained  the  right  to  use,  or  at  least 

the 
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the  benefit  of  using,  by  being  tenant  of  those  works ;  and 
then  he  says  to  the  landlord  of  those  works,  **  Not  only 
have  I  acquired  the  right  to  the  use  of  this  mark,  but     ^     p, 
you  have  lost  the  right  to  the  use  of  it" 

Mr,  Wigram  said,  that  the  Plaintifis  have  acquired  a 
celebrity  by  their  manufacture  of  tin  plates,  designated 
by  this  mark ;  and.  that  persons  have,  for  several  years, 
been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  the  Plaintiffs'  tin  plates 
by  this  mark;  but  the  real  question  is,  whether  the 
Plaintiflb  have  acquired  a  right  to  prevent  other  sub- 
sequent tenants  of  the  works  at  Carmarthen  from  usingi 
a  mark,  which  it  is  clear  was  originally  derived  from 
those  works';  for,  although  they  were  not  called  **  M*  C. 
works,**  yet  the  persons  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  tin  plates  at  them,  have  always  used  the  mark  <*  M.  C.** 

The  question  is  one  of  considerable  nicety,  and  has  f 
never  arisen  in  any  of  the  cases  which  have  been  cited,  i 
and,  therefore,  the  Court  should  be  very  sure  before  it 
concludes  the  right  by  injunction,  particularly  without 
providing  for  the  trial  of  the  legal  right. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  proper  order  to  be  now 
made  will  be,  to  discharge  the  order  for  the  injunction, 
giving  the  Plaintifis  liberty  to  bring  an  action,  as  they 
may  be  advised;  it  being  understood  that  the  Defendants 
are  not  to  be  prejudiced  in  the  mean  time.  There  will 
be  liberty  for  both  parties  to  apply,  and  the  costs  must 
be  reserved.    J 
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The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  v.  STEWART. 


In  the  year  ^T^HE  bill  stated  that,  sometime  in  the  month  of  June 
to  secure  the  1827,  the  Plaintiff's  brother,  Henry  Leeson^  now 

payment  of      deceased,  represented  to  the  Plaintiff  that  he  had  lost 

a  ram  of  ,  '  •«  »         «  «   n 

money  was       large  sums  of  money  to  Mobert  Raymond  Siewart^  at 

^vra  to^.  by  various  games  of  chance,  particularly  betting  on  horses 

in  the  bond,  which  had  run  at  several  of  the  race  courses  in  England^ 

1889 Tidied?  *°^  ^^^  Bobert  Raymond  Stewart  had  pressed  him  for 

In  1832  S.  payment  thereof;  and  he  requested  the  Plaintiff  to  join 

acdoninVw^  him  in  a  bond  to  Robert  Raymond  Stewart  for  the 

/aR</ against  amount  of  the  sum  so  lost;  Henry  Leeson  at  the  same 
iM.  upon  the  .  i     -rk,  .     .«.    •        i     tm  .     •«•         n 

bond,  and  M.   time  representmg  to  the  Plaintiff,  that  the  Plaintiff  would 

*^*/*&Hrff**^  never  be  called  on  for  payment  on  account  of  the  bond. 

an  injunction.  The  bill  went  on  to  state  that  the  Plaintiff,  jointly  with 

tL'action  on  ^^^  Leeson^  on  or  about  the  10th  of  June  1827,  exe- 

the  ground  cuted  his  bond  to  R,  R,  Stewart^  in  the  penal  sum  of 

was  founded  4*800/.,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  2400/., 

on  a  gambling  the  amount  of  the  sum  so  lost  by  Leeson  to  R.  R.  Stewart, 

transaction.  ,     . 

An  injunction   as  the  Plaintiff  best  recollects,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent. 

Tnd  subseT**  ^^  annum :  that  Leeson  died  on  the  29th  of  May 
quently  a  ^  1829;  and  that  the  Plaintiff  never  heard  further  of  the 
taking  the  b?il  ^^^^  ""^^^  ^^^  month  of  September  1881,  when  he  was 
pro  confetso  applied  to  for  payment  on  behalf  of  R.  R,  Stewart, 
against  S.,  and  although  the  Plaintiff  had  believed,  and  was  convinced 

the  order  was  ^h^t  the  bond  had  long  before  been  satisfied  by 
served  upon  ^  ^ 

him  two  days    Leeson. 

before  his  TKa 

death,  which  ^^^ 

happened  in  1 835.  In  1837  iSi.'s  personal  representatives  brought  an  action  upon  the 
bond  i^ainst  M.  in  England.  M.  then  filed  a  biil  for  an  injunction.  S*s represent- 
atives, in  their  answer,  stated  that  they  were  entirely  ignorant  as  to  the  natureof  the 
consideration  for  the  bond,  and  that  they  had  found  among  S,\  papers  certain  me^ 
morandum  books  relating  to  bets  upon  horse  races,  which  books  they  had  destroyed 
as  useless;  but  they  denied  that  the  books  shewed  the  consideration  lor  the  bond. 
Upon  this  answer  the  Vice-Chancellor  granted  an  injunction,  which  was  continued 
upon  appeal,  without  obliging  the  Plaintiff  to  bring  the  money  into  Court. 
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The  bill  went  on  to  state  that  the  Plaintiff  did  not  re-  1887. 
ceive  any  pecaniary  or  other  consideration  for  executing  tu^^CTIf 
the  bond,  nor  did  Leeson^  as  the  Plaintiff  believed,  re-  MnxtMnf 
ceive  any  I^al,  fair,  or  other  consideration,  saving  as  SviwAit. 
aforesaid,  for  the  same;  and  on  the  contrary  the  Plaint^ 
expressly  charged,  that  the  only  consideration  given  by 
Stewart  for  the  bond  was  money  won  from  Leesan  by 
Siewarfj  by  betting  at  horse  races  and  other  games  as 
aforesaid ;  notwithstanding  which,  Stewart^  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  18S1,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year  18S2, 
caused  an  action  to  be  brought  against  the  Plaintifl^  in 
the  Court  of  idpg's  Bench  in  Ireland^  for  the  amount 
for  which  the  bond  was  executed,  and  interest;  and  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  Plaintiff,  in  the  month  of 
January  1839,  filed  a  bill  against  SieaDorij  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  in  Ireland,  praying  that  (he  bond  might  be 
brought  into  Court  to  be  cancelled,  or  otherwise  dealt 
with. as  the  Court  might  think  fit,  and  that  Stewart 
might  be  restrained  from  proceeding  in  any  manner  to 
recover  the  amount  thereof :  that  on  the  Sd  o(  February 
1882,  Stewart  appeared  to  that  bill ;  and  that  on  the  ?th 
cf  the  same  month  an  injunction  was  obtained  to  restrain 
him  from  issuing  execution  till  answer  and  further  order; 
but  he  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  call  for  a  plea  and  proceed 
to  trial  in  the  action :  that  Stewart  neglected  to  answer 
the  bill,  whereupon  process  of  contempt,  to  a  seques^ 
tratioo,  issued  against  him;  and  the  sequestrators  having 
returned  nulla  bofiOf  the  cause  was  set  down  to  be  heard 
on  the  sequestration  and  return,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  taken  pro  confesso:  that  on  the  29th  of  June  1838,  a 
decree  was  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland^ 
by  which  it  was  ordered  that  the  bill  should  be  taken 
pro  confessoj  and  that  Stewart  should  bring  the  bond 
into  Coart;  and  that  he  should  abstain  from  proceeding 
in  any  manner  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and 
that  the  Plaintiff  might  make  up  and  enroll  a  decree 

C  2  with 
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18S7.        with  costs  against  StetDart^  unless,  on  service  on  him  of 
J^^arlof   ^^^  decree,  and  a  subpoena  for  that  purpose,  good 
MilltoWn     cause  should  be  shewn  to  the  contrary,  on  some  day  in 
Stswabt.     ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  Michaelmas  term^  to  be  mentioned  in  such 
subpoena;  but  that  before  the  Defendant  should  be  per- 
mitted to  shew  such  cause,  he  was  to  purge  his  contempts, 
and  pay  to  the  Plaintiff  the  full  costs  out  of  pocket  of 
obtaining  that  decree : 

That  on  the  17th  of  October  1838,  Stewart  was  per- 
sonally served  with  copies  of  that  decree  and  subpoena ; 
but  that  he  died  on  the  19th  of  OctdH^  1883,  without 
having  shewn  cause  against  the  decree,  and  without 
having  proceeded  to  trial  in  the  action ;  and  that  he  had 
by  his  will,  dated  the  28th  of  Jiine  1888,  appointed  the 
present  Defendants,  Samuel  Frederick  Steaoart  and  Catke* 
rine  Laura  Stewarty  his  executor  and  executrix,  by  whom 
his  will  was  proved  in  England^  in  or  about  the  month  of 
November  1838;  but  that  it  was  not  proved  in  Ireland: 

That  on  the  2dth  of  February  1887,  the  Defendants 
brought  an  action  against  the  Plaintiff  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  in  England,  to  recover  the  sum  of  2400/.  on 
the  bond,  with  interest  from  the  date  of  the  bond. 

The  bill  charged  that  Stewart  never  paid  or  allowed 
any  good  or  valuable  consideration  for  the  bond,  and, 
therefore,  that  the  Defendants  ought  to  be  restrained 
from  proceeding  in  their  action,  or  from  taking  any 
oth^r  proceedings  at  law  against  the  Plaintiff,  in  respect 
of  the  bond ;  and  that  the  Plaintiff  ought  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  decree  made  in  the  Irish  suit.  The  bill 
also  charged  that  the  Defendants  had  in  their  possession 
or  power  divers  betting  books,  and  other  books  and 
papers,  relating  to  the  matters  in  the  bill  mentioned,  and 
whereby  the  truth  of  such  matters  would  appear. 

The 
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The  bill  prayed  that  the  Plaintiff  might  be  declared  18S7. 

to  be  entitled,  as  against  the  Defendants,  to  the  benefit  j^£^\^f 

of  the  decree  in  the  Irish  suit,  and  that  the  bond  might  Milltowm 

be  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled,  and  that  the  Defend-  Smwaet. 
ants  might  be  restrained  from  proceeding  at  law  upon 
it 

The  joint  answer  of  the  Defendants  stated,  that 
Stewart  annexed  to  his  will  a  list  of  his  property,  and 
of  his  demands  against  certain  individuals;  and  that 
such  list  mentioned  that  he  held  the  Plaintiff's  bond 
for  2400/.,  which  he  had  given  to  him  some  years  since 
in  conjunction  with  Leeson;  adding  thai  the  Plain- 
tiff made  his  brother's  death  an  excuse  for  not  paying 
the  bond.  The  Defendants  stated  that  they  had  taken 
possession  of  Stevoarfs  papers,  and,  amongst  them,  of 
the  bond  in  question,  and  two  draft  copies  of  letters 
written  by  SUwart  to  the  Plaintiff,  relative  to  the  bond, 
and  a  draft  copy  or  extract  of  some  letter  written  by 
Siewoi't  to  his  solicitor  or  some  third  person,  relative  to 
some  bill  filed  against  him  {Stewart)  with  respect  to  the 
bond,  and  a  document  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  decree 
nisi  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland^  on  the 
29th  of  June  183S,  in  a  cause  therein  stated  to  be 
depending  between  the  Plaintiff  and  Slewart^  together 
with  a  copy  of  a  subpoena  to  shew  cause  against  such 
decree,  dated  the  12th  of  October  183S ;  and  that  such 
document  contained  statements  relative  to  a  bill  filed 
by  the  Plaintiff  against  Stewart^  which  appeared  thereby 
to  have  been  to  the  effect  mentioned  in  the  bill  in  this 
suit ;  but  the  Defendants,  except  as  therein  appeared, 
were  wholly  ignorant  as  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  all 
the  statements  contained  in  such  document  The  De- 
fendant, Catherine  L.  Stewayi^  stated,  in  the  answer,  that, 
in  or  about  the  month  o( February  18SS,  s\ikheard  Stewart 
say  to  several  persons  that  the  bond  debt  due  from  the 

C  3  •   Plaintiff 
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1 8S7.       Plaintiff  had  never  been  paid,  and  that  he  intended  to  go 

.il^VTL'    to  Ireland  to  obtain  justice;  but  the  Defendants  added, 

MiLLTowN     that  Stewart  was  shortly  afterwards  taken  dangerously 

Srwabt.     '*'»  *°^  ^^  "^^  allowed  by  his  medical  advisers  to 

attend  to  business.     The  Defendants  went  on  to  say,  that 

they  believed  that  Stewart  gave  full,  fair,  and  valuable 

consideration  for  the  bond,  which  belief  they  grounded 

upon  the  fiict,  that  Stevxtrt  was  frequently  in  the  habit 

of  lending  considerable  sums  of  money  to  many  of  his 

friends ;  and  that,  upon  many  such  occasions,  he  took 

from  such  friends  a  bond  or  other  security  of  a  like 

nature  for  the  monies  so  advanced;  and  they  stated 

that,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  Stewart  to  a  party  to 

whom  he  had  so  advanced  money,  he  expressed  himself 

thus ;  —  '*  I  shall  accept  of  your  bond  for  the  amount, 

of  the  monies  I  have  actually  advanced,  and  interest,  of 

course,  for  two  years ;  but  I  will  not  have  it  mixed  up 

with  any  other  demand,  which,  by  any  possibility,  can 

affect  its  legality."    The  Defendants  said,  they  verily 

believed  that  the  bond  had  not  been  satisfied ;  for  no 

trace  of  the  receipt  of  the  money  could  be  found  in 

Stewards  cash  books,  or  in  his  banker's  accounts.    The 

Defendants  admitted   that   they  had   commenced  an 

action  against  the  Plaintiff,  and  intended  to  prosecute  it. 

The  Defendants  further  stated  that  there  were  among 
Stewards  papers,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  several  me- 
morandum books,  memoranda,  and  notes  relating  solely 
to  bets  on  horse  races  between  Stewart  and  divers  indi- 
viduals, and  containing  calculations  upon  horse  races ; 
and  that  the  Defendants  carefully  examined  and  looked 
through  the  whole  of  such  memorandum  books,  memo- 
randa, and  notes ;  and  they  positively  said  that  the  same 
did  not  in  any  manner  shew  how  the  debt  for  which  the 
bond  was  givAn,  or  any  part  of  it,  arose,  or  what  was  the 
ctosideration,  or  any  part  of  the  consideration  for  the 

bondj 
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bond,  or  (with  the  exception  of  the  fact,  that  Stewart       1837. 
had  betted  or  I^d  wagers  on  horse  races)  the  truth  of    ^"^V^^ 
the  matters  mentioned  in  the  bill :  and  that  one  of  the     Milltowm 
DefendanU  being  fully  aware,  as  the  fact  was,  that  such      «    *' 
memorandum  books,  memoranda,  and  notes,  were  totally 
useless,  and  related  solely  to  claims  which  were  irre- 
coverable at  law,  did,  at  sundry  times,  in  or  about  the 
jear  1835,  destroy  the  whole  of  such  memorandum 
books,  memoranda,  and  notes,  as  waste  paper. 

The  Defendants  admitted  that  the  deaths  of  Leeson 
and  Steakirt  happened  at  the  times  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  and  they  admitted  the  date  of  Stewards  will,  and 
the  probate  of  it,  and  that  it  had  not  been  proved  in 
Ireland;  but  they  expressed  entire  ignorance  of  all  the 
&cts  alleged  and  charged  in  the  bill,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  bond  was  given,  and  of  the  con- 
sideration for  it,  except  as  already  mentioned,  or  as 
appeared  by  the  before  mentioned  documents  or  papers, 
which  they  still  had  in  their  possession. 

Upon  the  coming  in  of  the  answer,  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  on  the  motion  of  the  Plaintiff,  granted  an  injunc- 
tion to  stay  proceedings  in  the  action  at  law  which 
bad  been  commenced  by  the  Defendants. 

The  Defendants  now  moved  that  his  Honor's  order 
might  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Hetheringtorij  in  support  of  the 
motion,  contended  that  the  Vice- Chancellor  ought  not 
to  have  granted  the  injunction,  except  upon  the  terms 
of  the  Plaintiff  bringing  the  money  into  Court :  that  it 
could  not  be  considered  that  there  had  been  any  de- 
cision in  Ireland  on  the  merits :  that  the  order  made  in 
that  country,  to  take  the  h\\l  pro  confesso  against  Stewart^ 
C  4  was 
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was  only  in  the  nature  of  a  penalty  fer  his  contempt: 
Thc^ariof    ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  question  of  the  validity  of  the  bond  was 
MnxTowN     properly  triable  in  the  action  at  law.      They  cited 
SnwoT.     Batty.  Stone. {a) 

Sir  W.  Home  and  Mr.  Purvis^  contra. 

Mr.  Jacobf  in  reply. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  from  the  year 
1829,  when  the  principal  obligor  died,  to  the  year  1832, 
no  proceedings  were  taken  upon  the  bond ;  that  the 
Court  had  an  undoubted  jurisdiction  to  order  a  bond, 
given  under  such  circumstances  as  were  alleged  in  this 
case,  to  be  delivered  up ;  that  Steooart,  who  knew  what 
the  consideration  was  for  which  the  bond  was  given, 
was  content  to  let  the  injunction  issued  in  Ireland  stand, 
and  to  let  the  order  nisi  for  taking  the  bill  pro  confesso  be 
made,  without  taking  any  steps  to  secure  to  himself  the 
power  of  gomg  on  with  his  action ;  and  then  the  De- 
fendants, his  representatives,  although  in  possession  of 
*  all  his  papers,  by  their  answer  to  this  bill  said,  that  they 

were  quite  unable  to  state  any  thing  about  the  con- 
sideration for  the  bond ;  and  yet  the  Court  was  asked 
by  the  Defendants  to  let  the  action  go  on,  and  to  let 
them  obtain  judgment  upon  the  bond,  upon  the  face  of 
which  none  of  these  facts  appeared. 

His  Lordship  added,  that  the  statements  in  the  an- 
swer were  amply  sufficient  to  raise  such  a  degree  of 
doubt,  with  respect  to  the  consideration,  as  to  entitle  the 
Court  to  prevent  the  action  from  at  present  proceeding. 

With  reference  to  the  argument,  that  the  injunction 
ought  to  have  been  granted  only  upon  the  terms  of 

paying 
(a)  1  Sim.^  Stu.QlO. 
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paying  the  money  into  Court,  bis  Lordship  said,  it  was 
Tery  trae,  that  if  there  be  a  legal  debt,  and  only  some 
eqoitable  circumstances  upon  which  the  injuncticm  is 
sought,  the  Court  will  not  allow  the  debtor  to  retain 
the  money  in  his  own  hands:  but  here,  the  question 
was,  whether  there  was  a  debt  at  all.  His  Lordship 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  action  should  not  be  permitted 
to  go  on,  until  the  case  should  be  in  that  state  in  which 
the  Court  could  come  to  some  conclusion  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  parties. 

Injunction  continued.     Costs  of  this  motion 
to  be  costs  in  the  cause. 


18S7. 


The  Earl  of 

MlIXTOWN 
0. 

Stbwait. 


Ex  parte  RAM. 


i*««.i. 


IN  the  month  of  My  1822,  a  sum  of  1422/.  lis.  6rf..  When  stock 
-  ,.._..  has  been  traos- 

8  per  cent,  consols,  was  standmg  m  the  joint  names  ferred  to  the 

of  Abel  Bam  and  Stephen  George  Ram.      No  claim  ^(^""'forthe 

having  been  made  to  the  dividends  which  became  due  Reduction  of 

at  that  time,  or  to  the  dividends  which  became  due  from  \yl^^  "n  oon- 

time  to  time  throughout  the  succeeding  ten  years,  the  sequence  of 

r    *     I    •  .•  •     ^L  ,<^o«   X  the  dividends 

sum  of  stock  m  question  was,  in  the  year  1832,  trans-  upon  it  not 

ferred  to  the  account  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Re-  l»»v»ng  been 

claimed  for 
duction  of  the  National  Debt,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  ten  yean,  it  is 

56  G.  3.  €.60.  not  a  matter 

of  course  to 
Stephen  order  it  to  be 
re*transferred 
to  a  person  who  subsequently  makes  out  a  legal  title,  upon  which  a  transfer  of  the 
stock  would  hare  been  made  to  hira  if  the  ten  years  had  not  elapsed. 

Thus,  where  stock  had  stood  in  the  joint  names  of  two  persons,  of  whom  one 
had  8urri?ed  the  other  upwards  of  ten  years,  but  had  not,  dunng  that  time,  claimed 
any  dividcnids,  the  Court  would  not,  upon  the  petition  of  the  widow  and  personal 
r^resentative  of  the  survivor,  order  the  stock  to  be  transferred  into  her  name,  or 
into  the  names  of  the  two  deceased  persons ;  but  directed  the  Master  to  inquire 
who  was  entitled  to  the  stock,  with  liberty  to  state  special  circumstances. 
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1887.  Stephen  George  Ram  died  in  the  year  1822,  and  MA 

Ram  in  January  18S8,  and  his  widow,  EUancr  Sarah 
Ram,  then  took  out  letters  of  administration  to  his 
effects.  She  subsequently  applied  to  the  Bank  otEng^ 
land  to  retransfer  to  her  the  before-mentioned  sum  of 
stock;  but  this  they  refused  to  do,  without  the  authority 
of  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Eleanor  Sarah 
Ram  then  presented  a  petition,  praying  that  the  stock 
might  be  re-transferred  into  the  names  of  Abel  Ram  and 
Stephen  George  Ram,  or  into  her  own  name;  and  that 
the  dividends  which  had  already  accrued,  and  should 
afterwards  accrue,  might  be  paid  to  her. 

Upon  this  petition,  the  Vice- Chancellor  ordered,  that 
the  stock  should  be  transferred  into  the  name  of  the 
petitioner,  and  that  the  dividends  already  accrued,  and 
afterwards  to  accrue,  should  be  paid  to  her. 

The  Attorney-General  and  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  appealed  from  this 
order. 

The  SoUcitor-General  and  Mr.  Wray,  in  support  of 

the  appeal,  said,  that  the  question  upon  the  appeal  was, 

whether  the  claimant  had  made  out  such  a  title  as  was 

contemplated  by  the  act  of  parliament,  (a)    They  argued 

that, 

(a)  The  fifth  tection  of  the  capital  stock  to  any  penon  or 
56  G,3,c,  60.  is  in  the  follow-  '^ersons  who  shall  shew,  to  the 
ing  words: — "  And  be  it  further  satisfaction  of  such  governor  or 
enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  deputy  governor,  his,  her,  or 
for  the  governor  or  deputy  go-  their  right  or  title  thereto,  and 
vernor  of  the  Bank  of  Engiand^  to  pay  the  dividends  due  there- 
for the  time  being,  to  authorise  on ;  and  also  to  pay  any  such 
and  direct  the  accountant  ge-  lottery  prizes  or  benefits,  and 
neral  or  secretary  of  the  said  principals  of  stock  and  annuities 
governor  and  company,  for  the  as  aforesaid,  as  if  the  same  had 
time  being,  to  retransfer  anysuch  not  been  transferred  or  paid  to 

the 
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that,  before  the  order  for  the  transfer  was  made,  diere 
oaght  to  have  been  a  reference  to  inquire  who  were  the 
persons  beneficially  entitled  to  the  stock ;  for,  if  it  were 
transfierred  to  the  wrong  person,  the  Bank  would  be 

obliged 


1837. 


the  oommiifioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt; 
but,  io  case  the  said  governor  or 
deputy  governor  shall  not  be 
satisfied  of  the  justice  or  legality 
of  any  claim  or  claims  which 
shall  be  made  to  any  stock,  lot- 
tery prizes,  or  benefits,  and  prin* 
cii»b  of  stock  or  annuities^  so 
transferred  or  paid  to  the  account 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the 
claimant  or  claimants  shall  and 
may,  by  petition  in  a  summary 
way,  state  and  verify  his,  her,  or 
their  claim  to  such  stock,  lottery 
prises^  or  benefits  and  principals 
of  stock  or  annuities,  to  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery  or  to 
the  Court  of  Exchequer;  and  a 
copy  of  eveiy  such  petition  shall 
be  served  upon  his  Majesty's 
Attorney-General  for  the  time 
being,  and  also  upon  the  com- 
missionen  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt ;  and  the  court 
to  which  such  petition  shall  be 
presented,  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powered to  make  such  order 
thereon,  either  for  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  or  annuities  to  which 
such  petition  shall  relateor  refer, 
and  for  payment  of  the  divi- 
dends which  shall  have  accrued 
or  become  due  and  payable 
thereon^  or  for  payment  of  such 


lottery  prizes  or  benefits,  and 
principals  of  stock  and  annuities 
as  aforesaid,  or  othenvise  relat- 
ing thereto,  and  to  the  costs  of 
such  application,  as  to  such  court 
respectively  shall  appear  to  be 
just;  and  all  costs  and  expenses 
which  shall  be  incurred  by  or 
on  behalf  of  his  Majesty's  Attor- 
ney-General  or  the  said  com- 
missioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  in  resisting  or 
appearing  upon  every  such  pe- 
tiUon  (if  not  ordered  by  the 
court  to  whom  the  application 
shall  be  made,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  stock  or  annuities  and  the 
dividends  thereby  claimed),  shall 
be  paid  bythe  said  commissioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  out  of  the  dividends  or 
annuities  to  be  received  by  them 
under  or  by  virtue  of  this  aclj 
and  which  shall  not  be  claimed; 
and  in  case  *,  where  any  transfer 
or  payment  shall  be  made  to  any 
such  claimant  or  claimants  as 
aforesaid,  either  with  or  without 
the  authority  of  either  of  the 
said  courts,  the  said  governor 
and  company  shall  cause  notice 
to  be  given  to  the  commissioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  at  their  office,  of  every 
such  transfer  or  payment,  within 
three  days  from  the  time  of  mak- 
ing the  same." 


*  Sic. 
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'18S7*  obliged  to  make  good  the  amount  to  some  sob^equent 
claimant  It  appeared  most  probable  that  the  two 
persons,  in  whose  joint  names  the  stock  formerly  stood, 
were  trustees  of  it;  and  if  so,  it  could  not  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  legislature  that  the  stock  should  be  re* 
transferred  into  the  name  of  any  person  who  happened 
to  be  the  l^;al  personal  representative  of  the  last  sur- 
viving trustee,  when  it  did  not  even  appear  that  there 
were  any  cestuis  que  trust  in  existence ;  and  if  it  were 
trust  property  held  for  some  persons  unknown,  the 
Crown  would  be  entitled  to  it ;  and  it  would  be  absurd 
in  such  a  case  to  transfer  it  into  the  name  of  a  trustee, 
.merely  in  order  that  the  Attorney-General  might  file 
a  bill  to  have  it  re-transferred.  They  cited  Ex  parte 
Gillett  (a),  and  Ex  parte  Lavell.  {b) 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  RoupeUj  amtrdj  contended,  that 
as  the  Bank  of  England  never  looked  beyond  the  legal 
title,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  legislature 
intended  that,  in  cases  under  this  act,  the  Bank,  who 
were  to  be  the  judges,  in  the  first  instance,  of  a  party's 
title,  should  try  that  title  in  a  different  manner  from 
that  to  which  they  were  accustomed ;  and,  as  the  proof 
of  the  legal  title  of  the  present  claimant  would  have 
entitled  her  to  have  the  stock  transferred  into  her  name, 
if  it  had  not  been  transferred  to  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  she  was  entitled  to 
have  a  similar  transfer  made  now:  or,  at  all  events,  she 
was  entitled  to  have  it  re-transferred  into  the  names  in 
which  it  stood  at  the  time  at  which  it  was  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  National  Debt;  and  that  a 
vague  surmise  that  this  might  be  trust  property,  and  a 
still  more  vague  suggestion  that  the  Crown  might  pos- 
sibly be  entitled  to  the  fund,  for  want  of  a  beneficial 

owner, 

{a)  3  Mad.  28.  (6)  2  /.  «J  W.597. 
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owner,  was  not  a  ground  upon  which  the  Court  would 
think  it  necessary  to  direct  a  special  mquiry,  such  as 
was  now  asked. 

The  act  directed  that  a  petition  to  this  Court  should 
be  presented,  if  the  Bank  should  not  be  satisfied  of  the 
*^  legally  ^  of  the  claim ;  an  expression  which  clearly 
shewed  that  it  was  only  intended  that  the  l^al  tide 
should  be  established :  a  re-transfer,  also,  implied,  by 
the  very  force  of  the  term,  the  legal  ownership.  If, 
however,  the  equitable  title  were  required  to  be  found, 
it  might  be  necessary  to  go  through  all  the  modes  and 
forms  of  inquiry  known  to  this  Court,  before  all  the 
beneficial  claimants  could  substantiate  their  titles;  and 
such  a  construction  of  the  act  would  make  it  an  in* 
strument  of  confiscation,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  sum 
was  small,  and  the'circurastances  were  complicated.  The 
Respondent's  counsel  commented  upon  Ex  parte  GiUett 
and  Ex  parte  Lavellj  abd  relied  upon  Ex  parte  Sir  John 
and  Lady  NichoU  {a)  and  In  re  Bigg  (b),  the  latter  of 
which  cases,  they  submitted,  was  precisely  the  same  as 
the  present. 

7%€LoBD  Chancellor. 

In  questions  of  this  kind,  the  course  the  Court  adopts 
15  matter  of  discretion,  in  every  case  which  arises  upon 
the  act  of  Parliament.  According  to  the  Respondent's  ar** 
gument,  however,  the  Court  has  no  discretion.  Suppose 
the  petitioner  had  said  that  the  two  persons  in  whose 
name  this  stock  stood  were  trustees,  and  that  the  peti* 
tioner  wjis  the  representative  of  the  survivor,  but  that 
she  did  not  know  who  were  the  cestuis  que  trust,  or 
whether  they  were  in  existence  or  not;  even  then,  if 
the  construction  for  which  the  petitioner  contends  were 

*  right, 

(fl)  r.  4-  U,  1 19.  (5)  I  Yo.  *  Coll.  us. 
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1887.       right,  the  Court  would  not  be  justified  in  refusing  to 
order  the  stock  to  be  transferred  to  her. 


£z  parte 


In  the  case  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  NichM  (a),  there  was 
nothing  to  raise  the  suspicion  of  a  trust  at  alL  The 
stock  was  standing  in  the  name  of  one  individual,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  that  person's 
being  beneficially  entitled  to  it.  In  this  case,  however, 
there  is  every  suspicion  that  the  parties  in  whose  name 
the  stock  stood  were  not  beneficially  entided.  First  of 
all,  no  dividends  were  claimed  fi'om  the  year  183S  down 
to  the  time  at  which  this  petition  was  presented,  aldiough, 
firom  the  year  1822  to  the  year  1833,  the  survivor  of 
the  two,  being  the  person  whom  the  petitioner  repre- 
sents,  was  living.  And  the  petitioner  now  states  facts 
which  leave  no  doubt  that  the  stock  was  held  upon  a 
trust,  and  does  not  state  any  persons  to  whom  it  be- 
neficially belongs.  Without  laying  down  any  generid 
rule  upon  the  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  a  case  in 
which  it  would  not  be  safe  to  direct  a  transfer  of  the  fund, 
without  a  previous  inquiry  as  to  the  parties  entitled  to  it. 

The  language  of  the  act  of  parliament,  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary to  give  an  opinion  upon  it,  quite  shews  the  dis- 
tinction intended  between  "  legality"  and  "  justice.'*  The 
terms  are  as  large  as  they  well  could  be.  It  may  not 
have  been  the  practice  of  the  Bank  to  inquire  into  more 
than  the  legal  title  to  stock;  but  if  they  do  not  choose 
to  take  on  themselves  to  decide  upon  claims  on  which 
there  is  any  doubt — and  of  course  they  do  not  —  then 
the  Court  of  Chancery  is  to  exercise  that  discretion. 

I  think  that,  in  the  present  case,  there  is  quite  suffi- 
cient to  render  it  proper  that  there  should  be  a  reference 
to  the  Master  to  inquire  as  to  the  title  to  this  stock. 

It 
(a)  T.ifBuis,  119. 
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It  will  not  be  necessary  to  introduce  the  word  *<bene-        1887. 

ficial*'  into  the  reference;  but  it  will  be  sufficient  to     ^^^^^^ 

JKz  pule 

direct  the  Master  to  inquire  who  is  entitled  to  the  stock.        Ram. 
with  liberty  to  state  special  circumstances. 


B 


MARCH  V.  RUSSELL.  ^      ^«/y«o. 

Aug.  3. 
Y  a  deed,  dated  the  1 8th  of  November  1 807,  and  made  In  the  year 
between  Thomas  March  and  Prudence  his  wife  of  gtQ^k  was™  ^ 
the  one  part,  and  George  Russell  and  George  Hodgson  transferred 
of  the  other  part,  it  was  declared  that  Russell  and  Hodg-  oiA.  and  B., 
son  should  stand  possessed  of  a  sum  of  1000/.,  navy  5  f^ther^^j^  * 
per  cent*  bank  annuities,  which  had  been  transferred  mother,  in 
into  their  joint  names  by  Tlumias  March^  upon  trust  to  ^rdoni*  ftir 
permit  Thomas  March  to  receive  one  third  of  the  divi-  their  respec- 
dends  for  his  life,  and  to  pay  the  remaining  two  thirds  remainder  to 
to  Prudence  March  during  the  joint  lives  of  her  husband  ^^^^  f  ^''fc°* 

and  herself,  for  her  separate  use ;  and,  after  the  death  ward»»  Che 

^r  stock  was 
transferred  by 
A,  and  B,  into 
the  name  of  B»  only,  who  appropriated  it  to  his  own  use.  In  the  year  1 8 18»  the  father 
and  mother  filed  a  bill  against  A.  and  B,^  to  h&ve  the  stock  replaced ;  and  the  chil- 
dren (two  in  number)  were  co-plaintiffs,  and,  being  infants,  sued  by  their  father,  as 
their  next  friend ;  but  that  suit  was  soon  afterwards  compromised,  upon  B,  giving 
secmricj  for  the  payment  of  interest  for  the  time  past  and  for  the  time  to  come.  A» 
subsequently  died,  and  his  personul  estate  was  distributed  among  his  legatees ;  and 
two  of  those  legatees  then  died,  having  received  their  legacies;  and  the  residuary 
personal  estate  of  one  of  them  was  paid  over  to  her  residuary  legatee.  These  dis- 
tributions were  made  in  ignorance  ot  any  demand  arising  out  of  the  breach  of  trust 
in  which  A.  had  concurred.  The  eldest  of  the  two  children  attained  twenty-one 
in  1821,  and  the  other  in  1825.  In  1855  they  filed  a  bill  alone  against  B.  and  the 
personal  representative  of  A.  and  his  surviving  legatees,  and  the  personal  represent- 
ativet  of  his  deceased  l^atees,  and  the  residuary  legatee  of  one  of  those  deceased 
legatees,  and  against  the  father  and  mother  of  the  Plaintiffs,  praying  to  have  the 
fund  replaced. 

Held,  that  the  Plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  call  upon  the  surviving  legatees  of  il., 
and  the  personal  representatives  and  legatees  of  his  deceased  legatees  to  refund ; 
and  that,  without  any  previous  inquiry,  as  to  whether  the  Plaintiffii  had  known  of 
or  acquiesced  in  the  breach  of  trust,  or  the  compromise  of  the  suit  of  1818. 
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1837*  of  Thomas  Marchj  and  in  the  event  of  bis  wife  surviving 
hiniy  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  dividends  to  Prudence 
March^  for  her  life ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Prudence 
March,  whether  in  the  lifetime  or  after  the  decease  of 
Thomas  March,  to  stand  possessed  of  the  bank  annui- 
ties (subject  to  the  trust  for  payment  of  the  dividends 
of  one  third  to  Thomas  March  during  his  life),  in  trust 
for  George  March  and  John  March,  children  of  Thomas 
fnd  Prudence  March,  and  all  and  every  other  child  and 
children  of  Thomas  March  by  Prudence  his  wife,  there- 
after to  be  bom,  who  should  be  living  at  the  time  of 
the  decease  of  Prudence  March,  and  the  issue  of  such 
of  them  as  should  be  then  dead,  leaving  issue,  in  equal 
shares,  such  issue  taking  the  shares  to  which  their 
parents  would  have  been  entitled,  to  be  vested  interests 
when  they  should  attain  twenty-one,  with  benefit  of 
survivorship.  The  deed  contained  a  power,  enabling 
Prudence  March  to  appoint  a  new  trustee,  in  the  stead 
of  any  trustee  who  should  die,  or  be  desirous  of  being 
discharged,  or  refuse  to  act. 

In  the  month  of  March  1810,  Thomas  Grant  was 
appointed  a  trustee  of  the  above-mentioned  deed  of  set- 
tlement in  the  stead  of  George  Hodgson,  who  retired 
from  the  trust ;  and  the  navy  5  per  cent,  stock  was 
thereupon  transferred  into  the  joint  names  of  George 
Russell  and  Thomas  Grant. 

Soon  after  Grants  appointment  as  trustee,  Russell 
and  Grant  transferred  the  stock  into  the  name  of  Rus^ 
sell  only,  who  subsequently  sold  it  out,  and  applied  the 
produce  to  his  own  use. 

Thomas  and  Prudetwe  March  had  no  children  besides 
those  already  mentioned,  of  whom  George  was  bom  in 

or 
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or  about  the  year  1800,  and  John,  in  or  about  the  year        1957. 

March 

In  the  year  1817,  Messrs.  CoUins  and  Waller,  the      R^8««- 
solicitors  of  Thomas  and  Prudence  March,  wrote  to  Grant, 
requiring  that  the  stock  should  be  replaced.     To  this 
demand  Grant  replied,  in  the  following  letter,  addressed 
to  Prudence  March, 

"  Dear  Madam, — I  have  received  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
CoUins  and  Co.,  by  your  directions,  demanding  the  im- 
mediate investment  of  the  1000/.  stock,  which  you  so 
much  wished  me  to  let  Mr.  BusseU  have ;  and,  to  oblige 
you,  I  complied  with  your  request  You  may  depend 
upon  it  I  shall  act  with  justice  to  you  and  your  sons, 
and  the  money  shall  be  invested.  I  hope  you  will  not 
insist  on  its  being  done  immediately,  for  I  have  not  got 
the  money  by  me,  it  being  in  estates  and  in  business. 
Give  me  time;  then  I  will  do  the  business  to  you  and 
your  sons'  satisfaction:  the  sooner  I  can  buy  in  the  stocks 
the  better  it  will  be  for  me,  as  they  keep  rising.  It  is 
very  hard  upon  me  to  be  obliged  to  pay  this  money ;  but, 
as  I  am  answerable,  it  shall  be  done.  I  ask  foretime,  and 
I  hope  you  will  give  it  me.  It  cannot  be  your  wish  to 
distress  me,  as  it  will  put  me  to  great  inconvenience  to 
buy  in  the  stocks  immediately :  you  cannot  be  affeared 
of  your  sons'  not  having  the  money,  as  all  my  estates  are 
liable  for  the  amount  It  is  not  my  wish  to  give  you 
any  trouble  on  the  occasion.  I  understood  you,  when  I 
was  in  town,  that  if  the  interest  was  regularly  paid,  you 
would  be  satisfied.  I  am  informed  it  is  kept  paid  by 
Mr.  BusselFs  agent  If  it  is  not,  let  me  know.  When 
I  returned  from  London  I  was  attacked  with  inflamma- 
tion on  my  lungs,  which  laid  me  up  for  some  time ;  I 
have  not  recovered  it  yet ;  therefore  I  cannot  come  to 
Town ;  but  I  hope  the  good  weather  will  enable  me  to 

Vol.  IIL  D  be 
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^^^ILj    ^  there  before  long.     I  am  sorry  to  say  Mrs.  Maison 
March       is  very  ill.     Your  §nswer  will  oblige, 

v«  <<  Dear  Madam,  your  humble  servant, 

^°""-  «  ITtonuM  Gran/. 

<<  Mrs.  AbfvA,  No.  3d,  Mt^^ 
Streety  City  Boad^  Lofidon.*' 

In  the  year  1818,  Thomas  and  Prudence  Marckj  and 
George  and  JbAn  March^  their  sons,  then  infants,  by 
TTiomas  March,  their  father  and  next  friend,  filed  a  bill 
in  Chancery,  against  Russell  and  Granty  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  them  to  replace  the  stock ;  but  that 
suit  was  compromised,  soon  after  its  institution,  upon 
Russell  giving  additional  security  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest for  the  time  past,  and  for  the  punctual  payment 
of  interest  for  the  future.  Grant,  however,  had  put  in 
his  answer  to  the  bill,  and  had  set  forth  in  it  a  written 
document,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  Thomas  and 
Prudence  March,  expressly  authorising  him  to  transfer 
.  the  stock  to  his  co-trustee,  Russell, 

Grant  died  in  the  year  1 820;  having,  by  his  will,  given 
all  his  personal  estate,  not  specifically  bequeathed,  to 
his  sister  Sarah  Matson,  widow,  and  to  John  Perkins  and 
William  Wise,  upon  trust  to  convert  it  into  money;  and, 
after  payment  of  his  debts,  to  pay  one  third  to  Sarah 
Matson,  and  one  other  third  to  Maty  Srnith  ;  and,  as  to 
the  remaining  third,  to  pay  one  third  part  of  it  to  Alicia 
Eliza  Arr&ODsmith,  wife  of  Thomas  Arrowsmith;  and,  as 
to  the  remaining  two  thirds  of  the  last  mentioned  third, 
to  invest  it  upon  government  or  real  securities,  and  pay 
the  interest  to  Alicia  Eliza  Arrowsmith  for  life,  for  her 
separate  use ;  and  after  her  death  to  divide  the  capital 
equally  amongst  all  her  children,  the  shares  of  daughters 
being  vested  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  or  at  marriage, 

and 
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and  the  shares  of  sons  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  with        1887. 
benefit  of  survivorship.    Sarah  Matson^  John  Perkins^ 
and  William  ffise^  were  appointed  executors  of  this  will ; 
and  the  will  was  proved,  together  with  a  codicil,  by  Sarah 
MaUon  and  John  Perkins^  on  the  18th  o{My  1820. 

Sarah  Matson  died  in  the  year  1830 ;  having,  by  her 
will,  given  all  the  residue  of  her  personal  estate  to  Sarah 
Prudence  Arrammithj  spinster,  and  appointed  John 
Perkins  her  sole  executor,  who  afterwards  proved  her 
will. 

Mary  Smith  also  died,  having  appointed  George  Ray 
and  Johu  Grant  Smith  her  executors,  both  of  whom 
proved  her  will. 

The  present  bill  was  filed,  in  the  year  1 833,  by  George 
March  and  John  March,  as  the  only  children  of  J^mas 
and  Prudence  March,  against  BusseU,  Perkins,  Thomas 
Arromsmth,  and  Alicia  Eliza  his  wife,  Sarah  Prudence 
Arrawsmith,  who  was  one  of  the  children  of  Alicia  Eliza 
Arrowsmith,  and  also  against  her  other  children,  against 
Thomas  and  Prudence  March,  against  Bay,  and  against 
John  Grant  Smith,  who  was  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court;  and  it  prayed  that  Russell,  and  Perkins,  as 
executor  of  Grant,  might  be  decreed  to  lay  out  the 
amount  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  1000/.  5  per  cent. 
Navy  Bank  Annuities,  or  the  value. of  that  stock,  in  the 
purchase  of  stock,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-General, 
upon  the  trusts  of  the  setderoent ;  and  that  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  Piainti£&,  and  of  the  Defendants, 
Tlumas  and  Prudence  March,  in  the  stock  so  to  be  pur- 
chased, might  be  ascertained  and  declared;  and  that 
Perkins  might  either  admit  assets  of  Grant,  or  that  the 
usual  accounts  of  Granfs  personal  estate  might  be 

D  2  taken; 
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1857.  taken  ;  and  that,  in  case  it  should  appear,  in  taking  such 
accounts,  that  any  part  of  Grant's  personal  estate  had 
been  received  by  Sarah  Maison^  Mary  Smithy  or  the 
ArratDsmiths^  as  residuary  legatees  of  Granty  then  that 
the  personal  estate  of  Sarah  Matson  and  Mary  Smith 
might  be  charged  with,  and  the  Arrawsmiths  might  be 
ordered  to  refund  a  sufficient  part  of  the  personal  estate 
so  received,  to  answer  the  Plaintifl^'  demands;  and 
that  Perkins^  as  executor  of  Sarah  Matson^  and  Bey 
and  i7.  G.  Smithy  as  executors  of  Mary  Smithy  might 
admit  assets  of  their  respective  testatrixes,  or  that  the 
usual  accounts  of  the  personal  estates  of  those  testatrixes 
might  be  taken ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  any  part 
of  the  personal  estate  of  Sarah  Matson  had  been  re- 
ceived by  Sarah  Prudence  Arrowsmithj  as  her  residuary 
legatee,  then  that  she  might  refund  the  whole  or  a  suf- 
ficient part  of  what  she  should  so  have  received. 

Perkins^  by  his  answer,  stated,  that  in  the  year  182S 
Granfs  affairs  were  finally  wound  up  by  Sarah  Matson^ 
by  whom  alone  his  personal  estate  had  been  possessed, 
and  that  the  net  residue  of  2036/.  1  Is.  4tf.  was  appro- 
priated by  her,  according  to  the  directions  of  Grant's 
will ;  the  two  thirds  of  a  third,  set  apart  for  Alicia  Eliza 
Arrawsmith  and  her  children,  being  invested  in  the 
funds,  in  the  joint  names  of  Sarah  Matson  and  Perkins; 
and  that  Grant's  personal  estate  was  thus  applied  and 
administered,  without  his  (Perkins's)  having  any  notice 
.  of  the  claim  now  made  by  the  Plaintiffs  in  this  suit.  He 
admitted,  also,  that  he  had  paid  to  Saf^h  Prudence 
Arrowsmith  the  clear  surplus  of  Sarah  Matson's  estate, 
being  129/.  155.  Wd.  or  thereabouts,  but  without  any 
notice  or  knowledge  of  the  Plaintilfe'  claim,  or  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  now  made ;  and  that, 
in  January  183S,  he  changed  the  security  of  that  part 
of  Grant's  estate,  which   had  been  set  apart  for  the 

Arroxvsmil/iSf 
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ArrawmiiASf  from  the  funds  to  a  mortgage.     The  state-        1837. 
ments  of  Thomas  ArrawsmitA  and  his  wife,  and  such  of 
her  children  as  were  of  age,  were  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Defendant  Bm/^  by  his  answer,  stated  that  he 
had  possessed  the  personal  estate  of  Mary  Smith  to  a 
very  small  amount,  and  not  sufficient  to  pay  her  funeral 
and  testamentary  expenses  and  debts,  exclusive  of  the 
sum  which  the  bill  alleged  that  she  had  received  as  one 
of  Granfs  residuary  legatees ;  as  to  which  he  was  unable 
to  state  whether  it  had  been  received  by  Mary  Smith 
or  not 

By  the  decree  made  in  this  ^use,  by  the  present  Master 

of  the  Rolls,  it  was  declared,  that  Bussell  and  the  assets 

of  Grant  were  liable  to  make  good  the  1000/.  Navy  Bank 

Annuities,  and  to  pay  the  Plaintiffi'  costs  of  this  suit; 

and  an  account  of  Granfs  assets  was  directed ;.  and  it 

was  declared  that  his  residuary  legatees,  to  the  extent 

of  the  sums  received  by  them,  were  liable  to  make  good 

the  Plaintiffs'  demand;  and  an  account  was  directed 

of  what  had  been  paid  to  each  of  the  legatees ;  and  an 

account  of  Sarah  Matsan*s  assets  was  directed;  and  it 

was  declared  that  Sarah  Prudence  Arrawsmithy  as  her 

residuary  legatee,  to  the  extent  of  the  sum  received  by 

her,   not  exceeding  the   sum  which  should  be  found 

to  have  been  received  by  Sarah  Matson  in  respect  of 

Granfs  residuary  estate,  was  liable  to  make  good  the 

Plaintifi&'  demand;   and  an   account  was  directed  of 

what  had  been  received  by  Sarah  Prudence  Arrowsmith 

in  respect  of  the  residuary  estate  of  Sarah  Matson :  and 

it  was  declared,  that  Thomas  Arramsmith  was  liable  for 

the  one  third  of  a  third  of  the  residuary  personal  estate 

of  T/iomas  Grants  which  had  been  received  by  his  wife 

Alicia  Eliza  Arrowsmith  ;  and  the  remaining  two  thirds 

of  such  third,  invested  in  the  name  of  Perkins^  were 

D  3  declared 
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18S7*  declared  to  be  also  liable  to  the  Plaintifl^'  demand ;  and 
an  inquiry  was  directed,  whether  Mary  Smith  had  re- 
ceived any  thing,  and  what,  in  respect  of  Grants  re- 
sidaary  personal  estate;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  what 
should  appear  to  have  been  received  by  her,  should  be 
answered  by  Ray  out  of  her  assets.  It  was  also  or- 
dered that,  out  of  the  funds  so  declared  to  be  liable,  the 
1000/.  Bank  Navy  5  per  cent  annuities,  now  reduced 
to  S^  per  cent  annuities,  should  be  replaced.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Master  to  tax  the  PlaintiflEs'  costs,  and  it 
was  ordered  that  such  costs  should  be  paid  by  Russelly 
and  by  the  other  Defendants,  out  of  the  funds  so  declared 
to  be  liable ;  and  that,  when  the  stock  should  have  been 
replaced,  any  of  the  parties  should  be  at  liberty  to  apply 
with  respect  to  the  dividends. 

AH  the  Defendants,  with  the  exception  o(  Bmsell  and 
Thomas  March  and  Prudence  Marchy  appealed  from  the 
whole  of  this  decree,  except  bo  far  as  it  affected  SusseU. 

Mr.  Barber,  Mr.  Koe,  and  Mr.  Lqflus  Laamdes,  in 
support  of  the  appeal,  said  that  Grants  assets  had  been 
duly  administered,  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1823,  in 
ignorance  of  this  claim ;  and  they  contended,  therefore, 
that  his  assets  could  not  be  followed.  They  cited  Har^ 
man  v,  Harman  (a).  Brooking  v.  Jennings  (A),  T^e  Chel- 
sea Water  Works  Company  v.  Cawjper  (c),  and  Ram  on 
Assets,  {d) 

They  urged  that  the  present  Plaintiffs,  as  well  as  the 
Defendants  March  and  wife,  must  be  deemed  to  have 
had  iuU  notice,  not  only  of  the  breach  of  trust,  but  of 
what  was  done  in  the  suit  of  1818,  and  to  have  ac- 
quiesced 

(a)  S  Shower,  K,  B,  498. ;  5         (c)  1  Esp.  975. 
Mod.  115.  id)  Page  673.  n.  2d  ed. 

{b)  1  Mod.  174. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  S9 

quiesced  fft  the  abandonment  of  that  suit,  and  the  conse-  1 887. 
quent  undisturbed  distribution  of  Grant's  assets ;  for  one 
of  the  Plaintiffs  attained  twenty-one  in  the  year  1821, 
and  the  other,  two  years  afterwards.  They  were  of  age, 
therefore,  when  Grants  assets  were  administered,  and 
an  inquiry  ought  to  be  directed  whether  they  were  not 
cc^nizant  of  that  administration.  In  an  unreported 
case  of  Smith  v.  Birchy  Sir  John  Leachj  in  the  year  1881, 
under  circumstances  resembling  the  present,  directed  an 
inquiry  such  as  was  now  asked  for#  The  Plaintiffs  did 
not  state  in  their  bill  that  they  were  not  aware  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  former  suit,  and  the  distribution 
of  Granfs  assets,  and  did  not  state  when  they  first 
became  aware  of  those  circumstances ;  Harden  v.  Par^ 
sons  (a),  Andrew  v.  Wrigley  (6),  and  Shannon  v.  Brad^ 
street,  (c) 

Mr.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  W.  T.S.  Daniel,  contra,  cited 
Bennett  v.  Cdlley.  {d) 

Mr.  Barber,  in  reply. 


T^e  Lord  Chancellor,  [after  stating  the  facts  of       Aug.  ^^ 
the  case,  and  the  substance  of  the  decree:] 

The  appeal  is  not  by  Russell,  but  by  the  personal  re- 
presentative and  legatees  of  Grant ;  and  although  the 
representative  of  Grant  joined  in  the  appeal,  yet,  in  the 
result,  the  case,  as  far  as  Grant  was  concerned,  was  not 
pressed  in  argument.  It  seemed  to  be  admitted  that 
the  decree  could  not  be  impugned,  so  far  as  Granfs  as- 
sets were  concerned ;  but,  in  opposition  to  the  Plaintiffs' 

right 

(«)  \  Eden^lAS.;  3  Mad. 63n.  (c)  1  Sch.  ^  Lef.  52. 

(b)  4  Bro,  C.  C.  125.  (rf)  5  Sim.  181.;  and  2  ^f1fln0 

4"  Keen^  iS5. 
D  4 
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1897*  right  to  call  on  the  legatees  of  Grant  to  refund,  two 
questions  were  made:  first,  that  the  assets  of  Granty 
having  been  administered  in  ignorance  of  this  demand, 
ought  not  to  be  followed ;  and  secondly,  that  the  Court 
ought  not  to  have  made  the  decree  which  it  has  made, 
without  a  previous  inquiry,  whether  the  Plaintiffs  knew 
of,  or  acquiesced  in,  the  breach  of  trust,  or  in  the  ar- 
rangement stated  to  have  been  made  in  the  year  1818. 

Now,  as  to  the  first  point,  which  raises  the  proposition 
that  assets  cannot  be  followed  in  the  hands  of  legatees, 
to  whom  they  have  been  handed  over  by  the  personal 
representative,  in  ignorance  of  the  demands  of  creditors 
which  existed  at  the  time,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  almost 
all,  I  may  say  all,  the  cases  in  which  legatees  have  been 
compelled  to  refund,  have  been  cases  in  which  the 
assets  have  been  distributed  in  ignorance  of  the  claim. 
It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  personal  represent- 
ative would  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
handing  over  the  assets  to  the  legatees,  if  he  was  aware 
that  any  creditors  of  the  deceased  were  still  unpaid. 
Upon  this  branch  of  the  argument,  several  cases  were 
cited  which,  in  my  opinion,  have  no  application  what- 
ever to  the  present  question.  They  were  cases  in  which 
an  executor  or  administrator  has  been  held  protected 
for  payments  which,  though  not  regular,  were  payments 
made  in  ignorance  of  the  superior  claims  of  other  par- 
ties. They  were  cases  in  which  the  executor  or  admi- 
nistrator had  honestly  and  faithfully  discharged  his  duty, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge ;  and  he  was  held  to  be 
protected.  But  the  question  here  is,  whether  the  cre- 
ditor shall  not  be  entitled  to  follow  the  assets,  which  are 
his  fund,  (the  debts  not  having  been  paid,)  in  the  hands 
of  persons  who  have  not  purchased  them,  but  to  whom 
they  have  been  delivered  in  mistake* 

That 
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That  a  creditor  may  follow  assets  in  the  hands  of        1837* 
legatees  to  whom  they  have  been  delivered  in  ignorance 
of  the  creditor's  demand,  has  been  an  established  prin- 
ciple of  this  Court  from  the  earliest  period,  of  the 
decisions  in  which  we  have  any  traces.     In  Hodges  v. 
Waddington  (a),  the  rule  was  laid  down }  and  in  Noel  v. 
Bobinson  (i),  it  was  said  to  be  the  constant  practice  to 
allow  a  creditor  to  compel  a  legatee  to  refund.     From 
that  period  to  the  decision  of  Lord  Eldon  in  Gillespie 
V.  Jlexander  (c),   there  is  no  instance  of  any  doubt 
being  entertained  as  to  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  fol- 
low assets  in  the  hands  of  a  legatee  to  whom   they 
have  been  deKvered  upon  the  supposition  of  there  being 
assets  to  pay  that  legatee :  and  what  Lord  Eldon  says  in 
Gillespie  ▼•  Alexander  is  applicable  to  more  than  one  of 
the  points  in  this  case;  for  he  says,  that  where  a  decree 
has  directed  an  account  of  debts,  a  creditor  is  permitted 
to  prove  his  debt,  as  long  as  there  happens  to  be  a  resi- 
daary  fund  in  Court,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  executor ; 
and  that  if  he  has  not  come  in  till  after  the  executor 
has  paid  away  the  residue,  he  is  not  without  remedy, 
though  he  is  barred  the  benefit  of  that  decree ;  for,  if 
be  has  a  mind  to  sue  the  legatees,  and  bring  back  the 
fund,  he  may  do  so.     Now,  that  is  a  case  in  which  the 
assets  have  been  administered  in  ignorance  of  the  claim, 
because  they  have  been  administered  by  the  Court,  after 
means  have  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  for- 
ward all  those  who  have  claims  upon  the  fund;  but  that 
proceeding  shall  not  protect  a  legatee  from  the  liability 
to  refund. 

Formerly,   when   legacies  were  paid,   it  seems  to 

have  been  the  practice  to  oblige   the  legatee  to  give 

security 

(a)  8  Venirii, 360.  (c)  3  Ruu.  130. 

{b)  1  Vem.  90«;  and  see  S.  C. 
S  Ventrisy  3SB. 
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18S7.  security  to  refund,  in  case  any  other  debts  were  dis- 
covered. That  practice  has  been  discontinued,  but  the 
legatee's  liability  to  refund  remains.  The  creditor  has 
not  the  same  security  for  the  refunding  as  when  the 
legatee  was  obliged  to  give  security  for  that  purpose, 
but  he  has  the  personal  liability  of  the  legatee. 

The  first  proposition,  therefore,  cannot  be  maintained 
in  point  of  law ;  but  is  contrary  to  the  established  rule 
of  the  Court,  from  the  earliest  period  to  which  it  can 
be  traced. 

The  second  point  made  by  the  Appellants  is,  that 
there  ought  to  be  an  inquiry  whether  the  Plainti£& 
knew  of  or  acquiesced  in  the  breach  of  trust,  or  the 
arrangement  said  to  have  been  made  in  the  year  1818. 

Now,  in  order  to  make  it  proper  to  direct  that  inquiry, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  shew  that  such  knowledge  and 
acquiescence  would  afford  a  defence,  and  also  that  suf- 
ficient matters  are  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings  to 
entitle  the  party  to  ask  for*  that  inquiry.  It  cannot  be 
meant  that  the  Plaintifis  acquiesced  in  the  breach  of 
trust  at  the  time  at  which  it  was  committed ;  because  it 
was  committed  in  or  soon  after  the  year  1810,  when 
one  of  the  Plaintiffs  was  only  ten  years  of  age,  and  the 
other  was  only  eight  What ,  is  meant,  therefore,  must 
be,  knowledge  and  acquiescence  after  the  two  Plaintiffs 
attained  twenty-one,  which,  as  to  one  of  them,  was  in 
the  year  1821,  and  as  to  the  other,  in  the  year  1823. 

The  knowledge  or  acquiescence  would  not  be  know- 
ledge of  or  acquiescence  in  the  breach  of  trust,  but  it 
would  be  knowledge  in  1821  of  a  title  to  the  property, 
(supposing  they  became  informed  of  their  title  thei)),  and 
abstaining  to  sue,  from  that  time  until  the  year  1833 : 

but 
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bat  it  was  admitted  that,  as  against  BusseU  and  the  estate        1 8.S7» 
of  Graniy  the  Plaintiffs  were  not  barred  by  the  time      ^^^^"^^ 
that   had   elapsed.      It  was  admitted,  (and  indeed   it  v. 

could  not  have  been  disputed)  that  the  time  was  not  ^'^w^^*-- 
such  as  to  prevent  the  Plaintifis  from  instituting  this 
suit  against  one  of  the  trustees  and  the  representatives 
of  the  other.  There  appears,  therefore,  to  be  nothing 
to  prevent  them  from  suing  Granfs  legatees,  unless  there 
have  been  acquiescence,  and  knowledge,  and  concur- 
rence, on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiffs. 

Not  only  has  no  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  Plain-* 
ti£,  of  the  breach  of  trust  been  proved,  but  there  is  no 
allegation  in  the  bill  from  which  their  knowledge  would 
appear,  nor  is  any  such  defence  put  in  issue. 

It  was  said,  that  in  the  year  1818  another  bill  was 
filed,  and  that  the  Plaintiffs  may  have  known  of  the 
compromise  of  that  suit 

The  only  evidence  of  that  is,  that  one  of  the  witnesses 
deposes  to  the  fact  of  a  bill  having  been  filed,  in  which 
the  children  were  joined  as  co-plaintiffs,  but  of  the 
proceedings  having  been  stopped,  by  Russell  having 
offered  to  give  security  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  interest,  and  for  due  payment  of  the  interest  for  the 
future.  This  would  be  an  agreement  wholly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  tenants  for  life,  and  affording  no  security, 
indemnity,  or  remedy  to  the  children,  who  are  the  present 
naintifis.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  if  they  did 
know  of  thb  agreement,  many  years  afterwards,  when 
they  came  of  age,  they  would  acquiesce  in  *an  arrange- 
ment which  gave  them  no  sort  of  benefit,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  would  deprive  them  of  their  remedy  for  the 
recovery  of  the  property ;  nor  are  there  any  allegations, 

in 
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1837.        in  the  pleadings,  of  their  having  known  of  it,  or  of  their 
having  adopted  it  so  as  to  make  it  an  act  of  their  own. 

Then  I  was  referred  to  the  decree  made  in  Smith  v. 
Birch,  which  directed  an  inquiry,  whether  the  Plaintiffi; 
had  assented  to  or  acquiesced  in  the  funds  remaining  in 
wrong  hands,  by  means  of  which  they  were  lost :  but, 
without  knowing  all  the  circumstances  of  that  case,  it  is 
impossible  to  know  whether  the  facts  justified  that  de- 
cree. If  any  breach  of  trust  had  there  been  committed, 
by  the  funds  being  allowed  to  be  in  improper  hands, 
and  if  the  parties  to  whom  the  funds  belonged  chose  to 
acquiesce  in  that  state  of  circumstances,  they  could  not 
very  well  complain  of  an  act  to  which  they  were  them- 
selves parties.  That  decree,  therefore,  affords  no  ingre- 
dient for  coming  to  a  conclusion  in  the  present  case. 

When  the  Plaintiffs  first  became  informed,  either  of 
the  breach  of  trust  or  of  the  abandonment  of  the  suit  of 
1818,  does  not  appear;  and  whatever  may  have  taken 
place  before  the  year  1821  is  immaterial,  inasmuch  as, 
up  to  that  period,  they  were  both  under  age.  There  is 
no  allegation  with  respect  to  the  time  at  which  they 
became  aware  of  any  of  the  circumstances,  except  that 
they  came  of  age  in  the  years  already  mentioned,  and 
that  the  bill  was  not  filed  until  the  year  1838.  It  is 
not  contended  that  the  lapse  of  time  will  bar  their  right 
to  the  *  remedy  to  which,  according  to  the  practice  of 
this  Court,  they  are  entitled.  I  see  nothing  to  interfere 
with  that  right  so  vested  in  them,  and  the  appeal  must 
therefore  be  dismissed  with  costs,  (a) 

Decree  aflSrmed. 

(a)  See  Anon,   1   Fern.  162.;  Ambi,  160.;  Anon.  1  Ati.  491.; 

Anon.   Freem.  134. ;    Anon,  ib.  HardwicJc  v.  Mynd,  1  AnsL  109., 

137. ;  Ckamberlame  v<  Chamber^  see  p.  1 12. 
laine^  ib,  141.;  Hawkins  Y.Da^^ 
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MOORE  V.  FROWD.  ^  ^s^^- 

Dec.  18,  19. 
21. 

nnmS  cause  was  heard  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,         i836. 
^    when  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  parties  con-       ^^'^'  ^^' 

1837. 

sented  to  receive  his  Lordship's  judgment  after  he  had       Aug,  is. 

become  Lord  Chancellor.  A  trustee,  who 

is  a  solicitor. 

One  of  the  questions  discussed  at  the  hearing  was,  be  repaid  such 

whether  four  trustees,  who  were  all  attorneys  and  soli-  ^^■f*'  chaiges, 
.  ,    ,  ,  .  a°<l  expenses 

citors,  were  entitled  to  any  costs  or  charges  beyond  only  as  he  has 

those  which  they  might  have  paid  out  of  pocket.  Sut^'^I^ckit- 

and  it  makes 
By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  of  the  6th  and  7th  in  this  re«pect 

of  April  1827,  certain  property  was  conveyed,  by  the  that  the  in- 
_,.._-__,        ,*-       X       1      1  -« /       ,  -r^       >    strument  cre- 

Flaintin  (Charlotte  Moore)  and  others,  to  EdiKard  Frowdj  ating  the 

JZo&r/  Bond,  WiUiam  Palmer,  and  WiUiam  Elkington,  ^eShat* 

who  were  all  attorneys  and  solicitors,  in  fee,  upon  trust  the  trust 

to  sell,  in  lots  for  building,  and  to  apply  the  produce  of  b^^ap^ijed  " 

the  sale,  and  the  rents  and  profits  to  accrue  in  the  mean  i^^r  olia)  in 

time,  in  payment  of  the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  expenses,  dis- 

preparing  the  indenture  of  release,  and  all  the  expenses,  bursements, 

disbursements,  and  charges,  already  or  thereafter  to  be  to  be  incurred 

incurred  or  sustained  or  borne  by  the  trustees,  or  the  ^^^u.  ?u 

trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being,  either  in  profes-  trustee,  in 

sional  business,  journies,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  businessjour- 

of  negotiating  or   performing  the  agreements,   trusts,  neysorother- 

and  purposes  thereinbefore  mentioned  or  directed  to  be  the  trustee 

carried  into  execution ;  and  also  all  the  costs,  char^res,  °?/g*''  retain 

-    ,  ,       ,     ,  ,  1       n   »*^  reasonable 

and  expenses  of  the  persons  who  bad  been,  or  should  costs,  charges, 

or  might  be  employed  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  *"? .  u?*^""^ 
as  surveyors,  auctioneers,  bailiffs,  agents,  or  servants,  in  sustain  or  be 

«^w^«^«..:»»  put  unto;  such 

preparing  Josts,  charges, 

and  expenses  to  be  reckoned^  stated^  and  paid  as  between  attorney  and  client. 
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1886.  preparing  and  making  maps,  plans,  surveys,  estimates, 
particulars  and  conditions  of  sale,  roads,  bridges, 
sewers,  or  other  improvements  upon  the  property,  or 
in  managing  the  same,  and  receiving  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits thereof,  or  of  selling  clay  and  brick  earth  thereon, 
or  otherwise  letting  or  selling  the  same  premises,  or  any 
part  thereof;  and  also  all  sums  of  money  which  the 
trustees  might  deem  expedient  and  proper,  for  tlie  pur- 
chase of  any  estate  or  interest  of  any  person  in  the 
property,  to  enable  them  to  make  a  good  and  marketable 
title  or  tides  to  any  purchaser  or  purchasers ;  and  also 
of  all  the  expenses  of  abstracts  of  title,  and  copies  of 
deeds  and  other  documents  for  perfecting  the  same;  and 
all  other  the  expenses  of  carrying  the  trusts,  powers, 
and  authorities  therein  mentioned  into  execution,  and 
then  to  make  such  payments  as  were  therein  mentioned. 

It  was  further  provided  that  the  trustees  should,  out  of 
the  trust  monies,  deduct,  retain  to,  and  reimburse  them- 
selves all  such  reasonable  costs,  charges,  and  expenses 
as  they  or  any  of  them  should  or  might  sustain,  expend, 
or  be  put  unto,  in  or  about  the  execution  of  all  or  any 
of  the  trusts  thereby  in  them  reposed;  such  costs, 
charges,  and  expenses  to  be  reckoned,  stated,  and  paid 
as  between  attorney  and  client. 

^Mr.  Pembetton  and  Mr.  Heaih/[eld^  for  the  Plaintifl^ 
contended  that  the  trustees  were  only  entided  to  their 
costs  out  of  pocket ;  they  cited  Robinson  v.  Pett  (a), 
and  New  v.  Jones^  in  the  Exchequer,  before  Lord  Lynd' 
knrsti  on  the  9th  of  Jug^t  1853.  {b) 

Mr,  JFillcock^  .for  the  Defendant  Frowd^  contended, 
that  the  trustees  were  entitled  to  have  their  professional 

charges 
<«)  9  P.  Wms,  S49.  C&)  9  Bythewood^t  Conveyance 

ing,  by  Jarman,  p.  539. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  47 

charges  allowed;  not  only  because  there  was  no  rule  to  1886. 
the  contrary,  but  also,  because,  if  there  were  any  such 
rule,  the  terms  of  this  deed  had  taken  the  case  out  of 
the  rule.  He  relied  on  a  case  of  Daniel  y.  GoUson, 
before  the  Vice  Chancellor,  in  March  1888,  in  which  he 
said,  that  a  solicitor  who  was  a  trustee  had  been  allowed 
professbnal  charges.  He  commented  also  on  Lord 
Hardwick^s  observations  in  Ayliffe  ▼•  Murray  (a),  and 
cited  MarAaU  v.  Holloway.  {b) 

Mr.  Bickersteth  and  Mr.  Wright^  for  Bond. 

Mr.  Tinney  and  Mr.  Birdj  for  Palmer. 

Mr.  Bethell^  for  the  assignee  of  Elkingtonj  who  had 
become  bankrupt. 

Mr.  Pemberionj  in  reply. 


7^  Loan  Chancellor,  [after  disposing  of  other        ,937^ 
questions  in  the  cause :]  ^^'  '^* 

The  next  and  the  most  important  point  is,  as  to  the 
claim  by  the  Plaintiff,  to  have  disallowed  all  the  De- 
fendants' bills  of  costs,  except  money  out  of  pocket. 

It  appears  that  the  four  trustees  were  all  solicitors, 
and  the  bill  alleges  that  Mr.  Fr&ajd^s  two  bills  amounted 
to  790/.  5s.  9d.j  the  joint  bill  of  Elkington  and  Palmer  to 
680/L 155.  Sdj  and  Bonds  bill  to  238/.  U.  Id.  —  making, 
altogether,  1709/.  2s.  That  all  these  bills  are  to  be  ex- 
amined and  taxed  is  not  disputed ;  but  the  question  is, 
whether  such  taxation  is  to  be  a  taxation  of  a  solicitor's 
bill,  in  the  usual  course,  between  solicitor  and  client,  or 

whether 

(a)  8  Aik.  58.  (h)  2  SwantU  432. ;  Me  p.  452. 


48  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

18S7.        whether  the  Master  is  to  be  directed  to  allow  only  costs 
out  of  pocket,  properly  expended. 

The  first  question  is,  whether  the  deed  of  trust  dis- 
poses of  this  question ;  because  the  parties  may,  by  con- 
tract, make  a  rule  for  themselves,  and  agree  that  a 
trustee,  being  a  solicitor,  shall  have  som^  benefit  beyond 
that  which,  without  such  contract,  the  law  would  have 
allowed;  but,  in  such  a  case,  the  agreement  must  be 
distinct,  and  in  its  terms  explain  to  the  client  the  effect 
of  the  arrangement;  and  the  more  particularly,  when  the 
solicitor  for  the  client,  becoming  himself  a  trustee,  has  an 
interest,  personal  to  himself,  adverse  to  that  of  the  client. 
It  is  not  easy,  in  such  a  case,  to  conceive  how,  con- 
sistently with  the  established  rules  respecting  contracts 
between  solicitors  and  their  clients,  a  solicitor  could 
maintain  such  a  contract,  made  with  his  client,  for  his 
own  benefit,  the  client  having  no  other  professional  ad"* 
viser,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence,  and  of  any  pro- 
bability, of  the  client,  (a  woinan,  too)  having  been  aware 
of  her  rights,  or  of  the  rule  of  law,  or  of  the  effect  of 
the  contract :  but  the  necessity  for  following  up  these 
considerations  does  not  arise  in  this  case,  unless  the 
deed  contains  a  distinct  agreement  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  two  parts  of  tlie  deed  applicable  to  this 
point;  first,  that  part  in  which  the  trusts  are  declared, 
wherein  it  is  provided  that  all  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
l^nses  of  the  deed,  and  all  expenses,  disbursements,  and 
charges  already  or  hereafter  to  be  inatrred^  sustained^  or 
borne  by  the  trustees,  or  any  of  them,  either  in  profes- 
sional business,  journeys  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  or  performing  the  agreements,  trusts,  and 
purposes  before  mentioned,  and  all  costs,  charges,  and 
expenses  of  persons  to  be  employed  by  them  as  sur- 
veyoi-s,  &c.,  and  all  other  expenses  of  carrying  the 

trusts 
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trusts  into  execution,  shall  be  paid,  in  the  first  place,        1 887. 
out  of  the  produce  of  the  intended  sales. 

Now  the  costs  in  question  being  the  ordinary  re- 
munerations of  a  solicitor,  as  distinguished  from  the 
costs  out  of  pocket,  cannot  be  considered  as  charges 
and  expenses  incurred,  sustained,  or  borne  by  the  trus* 
tees ;  but  such  expressions  in  terms  apply  to  payments 
made  or  liabilities  incurred. 

llie  next  provision  is  more  specific;  it  provides  that 
each  trustee  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  retain  and  reimburse 
himself  all  such  reasonable  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  as 
he  may  sustain  or  be  put  unioy  such  costs,  charges,  and 
expenses  to  be  reckoned,  stated,  and  paid  as  between 
attorney  and  client;  but  this  provision  does  no  more 
than  the  rule  of  law  would  have  done,  a  trustee's  costs 
being  taxed  as  between  attorney  and  client  And  what 
are  the  costs  so  to  be  taxed  ?  Costs  which  the  trustee 
may  sustain  or  be  put  unto ;  terms  wholly  inapplicable 
to  sums  claimed  as  remuneration. 

There  is  nothing  in  either  of  these  provisions  which 
is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  solicitor  being 
also  trustee.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  assumed  that  the 
intention  was  to  provide  for  some  other  mode  of  dealing 
with  that  union  of  characters,  than  what  the  law  would 
have  enforced ;  and  still  less  that,  under  such  provision, 
a  solicitor  dealing  with  his  client  can  be  permitted  to 
claim  that  which,  without,  at  least,  a  specific  contract 
with  the  client,  and  proof  that  the  client  was  fully  cog- 
nizant of  her  legal  rights  independently  of  such  con- 
tract, and  of  the  efiect  and  legal  consequences  of  the  act 
upon  such  legal  rights,  he  would  not  be  entitled  to 
claim. 

Vol.  III.  E  It 
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1887.  It  remains,  therefore,  to  be  seen  what  is  the  rule  of 

law  in  cases  in  which  no  specific  contract  regulates 
the  rights  of  the  parties.  It  is  clear  that  if  an  attorney 
be  allowed]  to  make  profit,  *  by  means  of  professional 
business,  of  his  office  of  trustee,  it  will  constitute  an 
exception  to  a  rule  well  known  and  established  in  all 
other  cases ;  Robinson  y.  PetL  {a)  A  factor  acting  as 
executor  is  not  so  entitled ;  Scattergood  v.  Harrison  (&) : 
nor  a  commission  agent;  Sheriff' v.  Axe.  (c)  Why  is  the 
case  of  a  solicitor  to  constitute  an  exception  to  the  rule? 
What  is  the  reason  given  for  the  rule?  It  is,  I  think, 
well  stated  in  Bobinsofi  v.  Petty  <*  The  reason  seems  to 
to  be,  for  that  on  these  pretences,  if  allowed,  the  trust 
estate  might  be  loaded,  and  rendered  of  little  value." 
It  is  not  because  the  trust  estate  is  in  any  particular 
case  charged  with  more  than  it  might  otherwise  have  to 
bear ;  but  that  the  principle,  if  allowed,  would  lead  to 
such  consequences  in  general.  In  the  case  of  the  iactor 
or  agent,  if  the  executors  had  employed  other  persons 
in  those  capacities,  they  would  probably  have  been 
allowed  the  expenses ;  but  if  they  are  to  perform  those 
duties  themselves,  and  to  charge  a  profit  upon  such 
employments,  what  protection  can  the  Plaintiff  have 
against  extravagant  charges  ?  Do  not  these  reasons  ap- 
ply to  the  case  of  solicitors  ?  Does  not  this  very  case 
strongly  exemplify  the  danger,  and  illustrate  the  merit 
of  the  rule  which  would  avert  it?  If,  therefore,  it  had 
been  necessary  for  me  to  come  to  a  conclusion  upon 
this  point,  without  the  aid  of  previous  decisions  directly 
applicable,  I  should  not  have  felt  much  difficulty  in  the 
performance  of  that  duty ;  but  still,  I  am  glad  to  be  re- 
lieved from  that  necessity,  and  to  find  my  own  opinion 
confirmed  by  that  of  Lord  Lyndhurst^  in  the  case  of 

New 

{a\  5  P.  Wms.  249.  (c)  4  EuueU^  55. 

(b)  Moteley,  128. 
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New  V.  jTnes  (a),  in  which  that  question  was  deliberately        1837. 
considered^  and  decided  conformably  to  the  opinion  I 
have  expressed. 

It  was,  indeed,  said,  that  a  contrary  decision  had  taken 
place  in  the  case  of  Daniel  v.  GMson  /  but  I  do  not 
find  that  the  point  was  there  raised  or  decided.  The 
Master,  indeed,  may  have  allowed  such  costs;  but  I  do 
not  find  any  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  it 

In  Lord  Lgfndhursfs]\xd^exit  I  entirely  concur,  and 
must,  therefore,  in  this  case,  direct,  that,  in  taking  the 
accounts  against  the  trustees,  they  should  be  allowed 
only  the  costs  out  of  pocket. 

The  Master,  in  taking  the  accounts  of  the  trustees,  is 
not  to  allow  to  them  any  professional  charges,  or  charges 
for  loss  of  time,  or  other  emoluments,  but  to  allow  only 
such  charges  and  expenses  actually  paid  by  them  out  of 
pocket  as  he  shall  find  to  have  been  properly  incurred 
and  paid  by  them. 

{a)  9  Byihewood^i  Conwyancing  by  Jarman^  p.  338. 
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1836. 


1836. 
i^oo.      • 

1837. 
Nov.  IS. 

A  receiver  is 
not  entitled 
to  be  reim- 
bursed the 
expenses  of 
journeys  to, 
and  residence 
in  a  foreign 
country,  for 
the  purpose 
of  prosecuting 
proceedings 
for  the  re- 
covery of 
{property  be- 
onging  to  the 
estate,  before 
the  tribunals 
of  that  coun- 
try, unless  he 
has  the  express 
sanction  and 
authority  of 
the  Court  for 
such  journeys 
and  residence. 

Principles 
and  practice 
of  the  Court 
with  respect 
to  allowances 
made  to  re- 
ceivers for  ex- 
traordinary 
services. 


MALCOLM  V.  O'CALLAGHAN. 

nnHIS  was  an  appeal-petition,  presented  by  some  of 
the  parties  in  the  cause,  against  an  order  of  the 
Vice-Chancellor,  directing  that  the  Master  should  re- 
view Lis  report,  with  referencfe  to  certain  sums  which 
had  been  claimed  by  the  receiver  in  the  cause,  and  which 
the  report  had  disallowed.  The  appeal-petition  prayed 
that  the  order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  might  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  Master's  report  confirmed. 

The  circumstances  and  transactions  out  of  which  the 
receiver's  claim  arose,  and  the  various  orders  and  other 
proceedings  upon  which  the  argument  principally  turned, 
are  stated  in  the  judgment. 

Mr.  Wigr'am  and  Mr.  Wray^  in  support  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Wakffield  and  Mr.  Toiler^  for  the  receiver. 

In  the  course 'of  the  argument,  the  following  cases 
were  cited,  with  reference  to  the  expenses  of  journeys 
and  other  proceedings  undertaken  by  agents  on  behalf  of 
their  employers ;  — In  the  matter  of  Ormsbyfja)^  Crosdey 
V.  Parker  (6),  Alsop  v.  Lord  Oxford  (c),  and  In  re  Mont- 
gomery, {d) 


(a)  1  Sa.  4*  Be.  189. 
lb)  IJ.^  W. 460. 
(c)  1  AT.  4- IT. 564. 


The 

(d)  1  MoOoy,  419.  See  also 
Horlockv.SmUh,2Mjftnei^  Crmg, 
p.  525. 
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TTie  Lord  Chancellor. 

In  this  case,  the  Master  having  disallowed  the  re- 
ceiver's demands  for  the  expenses  of  four  out  of  nine 
journeys  to  Paris,  alleged  to  have  been  properly  under- 
taken in  prosecuting  a  claim  on  behalf  of  the  testator's 
estate,  the  Vice- Chancellor,  by  an  order  of  the  11th  of 
November  1835,  made  upon  a  petition  of  the  receiver, 
excepting  to  the  Master's  report  on  account  of  such 
disallowance,  ordered  a  reference  back  to  the  Master  to 
review  his  report  as  to  the  four  journeys  in  question, 
with  liberty  to  receive  new  evidence  thereon. 


18S7. 


This  order  contains  no  adjudication  upon  the  ques* 
tion,  but  it  does  assume  that  the  Master's  report  is  not 
satisfactory  as  it  stands ;  and  two  questions  might  pre- 
sent themselves  for  my  consideration ;  first,  whether  I 
am  satisfied,  upon  the  case  as  it  appears  from  the  re- 
port, that  the  Master  came  to  a  right  conclusion ;  and, 
secondly,  if  not,  whether  the  Court  had  before  it  the 
necessary  materials  for  adjudicating  upon  the  question, 
because,  the  decision  of  the  Master  being  against  the 
claim,  the  claimant  cannot  well  be  heard  to  say  that  he 
did  not  bring  the  whole  of  his  case  before  the  Master. 
My  opinion  upon  the  first  point,  however,  will  render  it 
unnecessary  to  consider  the  second. 

Upon  the  first  point,  the  terms,  spirit,  and  intention  of 
the  order  upon  which  the  report  was  founded  must  be 
minutely  considered. 

It  appears  that,  the  debts  and  legacies  of  the  testator 
in  the  cause  having  been  paid,  the  property  in  question 
is,  under  his  will,  to  be  divided  equally  among  eight 
residuary  legatees. 


E  3 
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.  The  order,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  report  is  made, 
is  dated  the  24th  oi  May  1881,  and  was  pronounced  by 
the  then  Lord  Chancellor.  By  that  order  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Master,  to  inquire  and  state  whether  the 
several  journeys  to  Paris,  undertaken  by  the  receiver  as 
therein  mentioned,  were,  under  the  circumstances,  and 
with  reference  to  the  orders,  properly  undertaken  and 
made;  and  whether  the  expenditure  incurred  by  him 
in  and  about  the  said  journeys  and  proceedings,  and 
charged  in  the  receiver's  accounts,  were  necessary  and 
proper ;  and,  after  providing  for  the  receiver's  costs  and 
expenses  of  the  proceedings  in  the  French  Courts  against 
Daniel  Parker,  it  was,  by  that  order,  referred  to  the 
Master  to  inquire  and  state  whether  the  receiver  was 
entitled  to  any,  and,  if  to  any,  what  remuneration,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  for  his  time,  trouble,  and 
services,  and  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  collecting  and 
receiving,  or  endeavouring  to  collect  and  receive,  or 
recover  the  outstanding  personal  estate  of  the  testator, 
or  otherwise  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  Master's  report  of  the  4th  of  September 
1816,  and  the  order  confirming  the  same,  and  the  other . 
orders  therein  mentioned. 


It  appears  that  the  receiver  was  appointed  in  the 
year  1816,  in  the  usual  manner,  upon  the  application 
of  five  of  the  residuary  legatees.  The  first  order  con- 
taining any  special  authority  to  the  receiver,  respecting 
the  claim  which  gave  rise  to  the  expenditure  in  ques- 
tion, is  dated  the  2Sd  o^  January  1818.  It  was  thereby 
ordered  that  the  receiver  should  be  at  liberty  to  call  in 
and  sue,  either  civilly  or  criminally,  for  the  monies  due 
to  the  testator's  estate  from  Daniel  Parker,  then  residing 
in  France,  and  that  he  should  indemnify  the  executors. 
By  the  second  order,  which  is  dated  the  22d  of  May 
1819,  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to  inquire  whether 
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a  sum  of  BOOL  should  be  allowed  to  the  receiver  out  of 
the  fund  io  Court,  on  account  of  the  costs,  charges,  and 
expenses  thereafter  to  be  incurred  by  him  in  proceeding 
to  and  residing  at  Paris  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  proceedings,  and  in  prosecuting  the  suit,  against 
Porter;  but  that  inquiry  was  to  be  without  prejudice  to 
any  question  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  receiver,  or  as  to  his  claim  there- 
alier  to  be  reimbursed  any  further  sum  on  account  of  his 
said  costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  or  to  a  remuneration 
for  his  trouble  and  sacrifice  of  time  in  proceeding  to 
and  residing  at  PariSf  and  prosecuting  the  said  suit. 


1837. 


The  Master  having  reported  in  favour  of  the  advance 
of  the  sum  of  500/.,  and  having  stated,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  receiver,  that  if  the  sums  claimed  should  be 
recovered  in  the  French  Court,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  pay  2^  per  cent,  into  the  Court  there,  it  was,  by  an 
order  of  the  7th  o(  August  1819,  ordered  that  the  sum 
of  5001.  should  be  paid  to  the  receiver  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  him  to  proceed  to  Paris  to  complete  the 
prosecution  of  the  suit  against  Parker^  and  to  pay 
2^  per  cent,  on  the  amount  recovered  into  the  Court 
there ;  but  such  payment  was  to  be  without  prejudice 
to  any  question  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency  of 
the  expenditure  incurred  by  the  receiver  in  the  several 
journeys  and  matters  in  the  petition  mentioned,  and 
also  without  prejudice  to  the  claim,  if  any,  which  he 
might  have,  according  to  the  regulations  of  this  Court, 
or  otherwise,  to  any  reimbursement  or  remuneration 
beyond  and  exceeding  the  said  sum  of  500Z. 


The  Master  has,  by  his  report,  dated  the  15th  of 
Jufy  1835,  allowed  to  the  receiver  the  expenses  of  his 
first)  second,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  journeys  to  Parisj 
and  compensation  for  his  services  during  his  absence 

£  4  upon 
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upon  such  journeys,  at  the  rate  of  one  guinea  p^  day, 
amounting,  for  the  journeys  allowed,  to  584/.,  and  also 
the  whole  expenses  of  the  proceedings  against  Porter^ 
amounting  to  about  1850/.  The  claim  disallowed  by 
the  Master,  that  is,  the  expenses  and  remuneration  in 
respect  of  the  third,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  journeys, 
amount  to  1927/.  145. 


In  support  of  the  claim  of  the  receiver,  much 
reliance  seems  to  have  been  placed  upon  several  con- 
tracts or  undertakings  in  writing,  entered  into  by  differ- 
ent parties  interested  in  the  residue,  and  under  which  he 
states  that  he  acted  in  undertaking  these  several  journeys. 
I  do  not  consider  these  contracts  or  undertakings  as 
properly  applicable  to  the  question  before  me.  None 
of  them  are  entered  into  by  all  the  parties  interested  in 
the  residue ;  and,  if  they  had  been,  the  order  upon  which 
the  report  proceeds  does  not  refer  to  them.  The  parties 
signing  these  authorities  may  or  may  not  have  rendered 
themselves  personally  liable ;  but  the  question  I  have  to 
consider  is,  whether  the  receiver  is  entitled,  by  the 
authority  of  the  Court  administering  the  estate,  to  be 
paid,  out  of  the  estate,  that  part  of  his  demand  which  has 
been  disallowed,  either  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  or  under  the  orders  referred  to. 

I  will,  in  the  first  place,  consider  the  orders.  The 
first  of  these,  namely,  the  order  of  the  2Sd  of  January 
1818,  certainly  entitles  the  receiver  to  all  proper  costs 
of  the  proceedings  against  Daniel  Parker.  But  it  does 
no  more ;  and  as  all  those  costs  have  been  allowed,  that 
order  will  have  no  application  to  the  present  question, 
unless  it  shall  appear  that  the  claims  in  question  ne- 
cessarily and  properly  arose  in  the  execution  of  that 
order. 


The 
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The  order  of  the  22d  of  May  1819^  directii>g^  the 
reference  as  to  the  50O/.9  is  superseded  by  the  otder  of 
the  7th  of  August  1819^  directing  the  payment  of  that 
sum :  but  the  two  orders  do  not  materially  differ,  ex- 
cept in  so  far  as  the  latter  authorizes  the  payment  of 
the  500/.  not  only  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  receiver 
in  proceeding  to  Paris  to  complete  the  prosecution  of 
the  suit  against  Parker^  but  also  to  enable  him  to  pay 
the  S^  per  cent  upon  the  sum  recovered,  which  per- 
centage he  had  informed  the  Master  would  be  payable, 
but  which  it  appears  was  not  paid.  The  Master  having 
allowed  far  more  than  this  500/.  for  the  receiver's  ex- 
penses, no  question  arises  as  to  this  sum,  or  as  to  the 
expediency  of  its  expenditure.  The  order,  in  the  most 
express  terms,  guards  against  any  inference  which 
might  be  drawn  from  such  advance  in  favour  of  any 
other  charge  on  account  of  journeys,  or  for  remuner- 
ation or  reimbursement  beyond  it. 


1887. 


It  seems  to  have  been  supposed,  though  this  order  did 
not  in  terms  authorize  any  other  journey  to  Paris  than 
that  which  was  then  contemplated,  or  any  expenditure 
beycHid  the  500/.,  yet  that,  by  expressly  authorizing  so 
much,  it  gave  a  degree  of  sanction  to  the  other  journeys, 
and  to  the  further  expenditure,  which  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  upon  the  question  of  the  receiver's 
claim  for  the  other  journeys,  and  for  the  further  ex- 
penditure. To  this  I  cannot  assent.  In  the  terms  of 
the  order,  and  of  the  reservation  in  it,  there  is  no  am- 
biguity. The  Court  cautions  the  party  against  any 
such  inference  as  that  now  contended  for ;  and  it  would, 
I  think,  be  injurious  to  the  practice  of  the  Court,  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  suitors,  if  such  orders  were  to 
have  consequences  attached  to  them  beyond  what  the 
terms  warrant. 


It 
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It  remains,  therefore,  to  be  considered,  whether  the 
journeys  disallowed  by  the  Master  were,  in  the  language 
of  the  order  of  the  24th  of  Mmf  1831,  <<  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, properly  undertaken  and  made,  and  whether 
the  expenditure  incurred  in  and  about  the  said  journeys 
and  proceedings  were  necessary  and  proper.'* 

In  considering  this  matter,  the  first  question  will  be, 
what  are  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  receiver  authorized 
to  sue  for  a  particular  part  of  the  estate  supposed  to  be 
outstanding,  when  he  exercises  his  own  discretion  with- 
out any  other  specific  authority  or  direction  from  the 
Court.  It  ha3  not,  and  cannot  be  contended  that  his 
ordinary  duty  would  justify  him  in  incurring  the  ez« 
penses  of  journeys  to,  and  of  residence  in,  a  foreign 
country,  whilst  prosecuting  in  that  country  a  suit  which 
he  had  been  authorized  to  commence.  If  there  had 
been  any  doubt  upon  this  subject,  according  to  the 
general  practice  of  the  Court,  the  orders  of  the  22d  of 
May^  and  of  the  7th  of  August  1819,  would  have  been 
conclusive  in  this  case,  that  the  order  of  the  23d  of 
January  IS\%  was  not  considered  as  authorizing  such  ex- 
penditure. A  country  solicitor  is  not,  in  general,  allowed 
his  costs  of  attending  a  suit  in  Lmtdon^  although  his  client 
may  have  requested  him  so  to  do.  If,  indeed,  success 
had  attended  the  exertions  of  the  receiver,  and  he  could 
have  shewn  that  such  success  had  arisen  from  his  pre- 
sence in  Parisj  it  might  have  been  thought  inequitable 
for  the  parties  to  take  the  benefit  of  such  exertions 
without  defraying  the  expenses  which  had  attended 
them,  although  no  previous  authority  for  incurring 
them  had  been  given.  But  the  present  is  the  case  of  an 
unauthorized  and  unprofitable  expenditure.  In  the 
case  of  in  re  Montgpmery  (a),  which  was  cited  in  the 

course 
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coarse  erf*  the  argument,  the  receiver  of  a  lunatic's  estate 
instituted  proceedings  which,  being  wrong  in  form,  he 
abandoned,  and  having  afterwards  taken  other  proper 
proceedings,  he  was  successful  for  the  estate.  The 
Court  there  refused  to  allow  him  the  costs  of  the  aban- 
doned proceedings,  although  the  Master  reported  that 
the  receiver  acted  honafide^  and  ought  to  be  allowed  the 
costs.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  a  case  in  which  such 
a  claim,  not  founded  upon  the  general  practice  of  the 
Court,  or  upon  any  special  order,  and  not  sanctioned  by 
success,  could  be  maintained  against  the  estate;  yet  such 
is  the  present  case. 


18S7. 


Supposing,  however,  such  a  case  to  be  possible,  would 
the  special  circumstances  of  the  journeys,  the  expenses 
of  which  have  been  disallowed,  support  the  claim  ?  If 
it  be  supposed  that  the  expenses  which  have  been  al- 
lowed, furnish  an  instance  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
principles  to  which  I  have  adverted,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  objection  has  been  made  to  those  allow- 
ances, and  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  has  not  been 
asked  upon  them ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  in  considering  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  these  journeys,  I  am  not  assuming  that  my 
opinion  of  the  validity  of  the  claim  disallowed  is  founded 
upon  my  view  of  such  special  circumstances,  but  I  do  so, 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  the  parties  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Master  came  to  a  right  conclusion,  even 
upon  this  view  of  the  case. 


The  dates  of  the  journeys  disallowed  are  nmterial. 
The  third  journey  commenced  on  the  9th  oijtme  18]  8, 
and  the  residence  at  Paris  continued  till  the  20th  of 
March  1819,  being  285  days.  The  seventh  began  on 
the  26th  of  September  1821,  and  the  residence  at  Paris 
continued  till  the  5th  of  May  1822,  being  222  days. 

The 
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The  eighth  began  on  the  6th  of  September  1822,  and 
the  absence  continued  till  the  4*th  of  June  1829,  being 
272  days.  The  ninth  began  on  the  19th  of  March 
1824,  and  the  absence  lasted  till  the  SOth  of  August 
1824,  being  165  days.  The  total  time  charged  for, 
during  these  several  residences  abroad,  being  944  days, 
and  the  expenses  and  remuneration  claimed  being 
1927/.  14s.,  from  which  no  benefit  whatever  has  resulted 
to  the  estate. 


The  third  journey  was  taken,  and  the  whole  of  the 
foreign  residence  arising  out  of  it,  took  place  before 
the  order  of  May  1819  was  made,  and  all  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  French  Court  during  that  period  related  to 
the  question  of  jurisdiction.  There  was  no  question  of 
iact,  and  no  matter  of  evidence  to  be  attended  to.  The 
receiver's  journey  and  foreign  residence,  therefore,  must 
have  been  wholly  useless. 

When  the  receiver  commenced  the  seventh  journey,  in 
SeptenAer  1821,  he  had  obtained  a  decree  of  the  Tribunal 
de  Commerce ;  and  he  says  that  he  went  to  prepare  for 
the  appeal,  which,  as  he  states  himself,  he  was  told  could 
not  be  heard  before  November^  and  which  was  not  in 
fact  heard  till  April  following.  Now,  if  the  receiver's  pre- 
sence had  been  necessary  for  the  hearing  of  the  appeal, 
his  going  to  Paris  in  September  1821,  to  prepare  for 
the  hearing  of  an  appeal  which  was  not  heard  until 
April  1822,  and  his  residence  there  during  all  the  in- 
termediate time,  must  have  been  wholly  useless.   Neither 
could  his  presence  have  been  necessary  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  matter  of  law  on  an  oppeal.     I  think,  there- 
fore, that  there  is   nothing  in  the  facts  to  shew  the 
propriety  of  this  expenditure,  or  the  justice  of  the  re- 
ceiver's claim  on  account  of  this  journey. 


His 
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His  retam  to  England  in  Maj/y  and  his  eighth  journey 
to  Parisy  in  September  1 822,  are  stated  to  have  been 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  submitting  to 
the  French  Court  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney-General 
and  Solicitor-General,  an  object  which  would  not  have 
justified  a  country  attorney's  journey  to  London^  and 
cannot  possibly  justify  the  journey  of  the  receiver.  It 
having  been  adjudged  upon  appeal  to  the  Cour  Moyale 
that  the  case  should  be  remitted  back  to  the  Tribunal 
de  Commerce^  with  directions  that  it  was  to  be  decided 
according  to  the  English  law,  and  that  the  opinions  of 
EiRgliA  lawyers  were  to  be  received,  and  the  receiver 
haying  accordingly  been  provided  with  the  opinions  of 
Ae  En^is/i  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor-Greneral,  it 
seems  obvious  that  his  personal  attendance  on  the 
hearing  would  be  useless.  But  how  can  his  residence 
at  Paris  from  September  1822,  when  he  took  his  eighth 
journey,  till  March  1823,  when  the  cause  was  heard 
and  finally  decided  by  the  Tribunal  de  Commerce^  be 
justified  ? 


1887. 


BIalcout 
O'Cal- 

LAOUAN<r 


The  decree  of  the  foreign  tribunal  having  denied  to 
him  the  power  of  arresting  Parker,  he  says  he  came  to 
En^nd  to  consult  the  family,  whether  he  should  ap- 
peal; and  that  having  received  from  them  authority  for 
so  doing  he  took  his  ninth  journey.  Now  this  may  be 
a  strong  ground  of  claim  against  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  who  gave  him  that  authority,  but  it 
famishes  no  ground  for  the  Court  allowing  the  expenses 
of  this  journey  out  of  the  estate.  He  did  not  come  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  the  Court;  and  the  Court,  upon  the 
present  inquiry,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  opinion  of 
the  individual  members  of  the  family.  The  expense  of 
this  journey,  therefore,  cannot  be  considered  by  the 
Court  as  properly  incurred. 


The 
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Malcolm 
O'Cal- 

LAOHAN. 


The  ninth  journey  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  Cour  Rot/ale  against  this  refusal  of  the 
power  of  arresting  Parker.  The  receiver  commenced 
it  in  March  1824,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  says,  of 
prosecuting  the  appeal,  which  did  not  come  on  to  be 
heard  until  the  17th  of  Jafyf  when  the  decree  of  the 
TrUninal  de  Commerce  upon  this  point  was  affirmed. 
For  what  purpose  beneficial  to  the  parties  was  he  re- 
siding in  Paris  from  March  till  Jidy  1824,  and  of  what 
use  would  his  presence  be  at  the  hearing  of  an  appeal 
upon  a  point  of  pure  French  law  ?  The  appeal  turned 
out  to  be  useless ;  and,  had  it  been  otherwise,  the  re* 
ceiver's  presence  could  not  have  been  necessary.  But 
besides  all  this,  in  May  1821,  the  receiver  was  informed 
that  Parker  had  sold  off  all  his  property,  so  that  unless 
he  could  have  the  power  oi  arrest,  there  seemed  to  be 
no  prospect  of  fruit  from  the  most  successful  litigation  ; 
and  yet  he  not  only  continued  the  litigation  without  any 
authority  from  the  Court,  but  now  desires  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  estate  large  sums  of  money  on  account  of  his  own 
unnecessary  journeys  and  expenses,  and  remuneration 
for  unprofitable  and,  as  far  as  the  Court  is  concerned, 
unrequired  services. 


I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Master  came  to 
a  correct  conclusion,  upon  ,the  grounds  which  he  took  ; 
and  that,  supposing  the  receiver  bad  only  to  make  out 
that  his  journeys  to  Paris  and  his  residence  there  were 
proper,  regard  being  had  to  the  proceedings  in  progress 
there,  he  has  wholly  failed  in  making  out  such  a  case. 


I  have  abstained  from  making  any  observations  upon 
the  written  authorities  or  indemnities  signed  by  several 
of  the  parties,  set  forth  in  the  receiver's  petition,  be- 
cause I  do  not  consider  that  the  question  before  me  is 
at  all  affected  by  these  individual  undertakings.    They 


are 
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are  not  referred  to  in  the  order,  and  they  cannot  con- 
stitute any  claim  against  the  estate  at  large,  to  which 
the  inquiry  is  confined.  They  do,  however,  famish 
ground  for  believing  that  the  receiver,  when  he  under- 
took these  journeys,  did  not  look  to  the  estate  or  to  the 
Court,  but  was  then  contented  with  the  personal  under- 
takings of  some  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  residue. 
Whether  any  remedy  be  open  to  him  upon  those  per- 
sonal undertakings,  forms  no  part  of  the  subject  of  my 
present  consideration.  I  consider  the  claim  as  made 
against  the  estate ;  and,  as  such,  the  undertaking  of  the 
individuals  ought  not,  I  think,  to  be  permitted  to  affect 
the  decision* 


6S 
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I  am,  upon  the  whole,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the 
receiver's  petition,  excepting  to  the  Master's  report, 
ought  to  have  been  dismissed  with  costs ;  and  that  upon 
the  petition  of  the  parties  in  the  cause,  the  usual  order 
ought  to  have  been  made,  confirming  the  report. 


TASKER  V.  SMALL. 


Jan.  17, 18. 
Nov.  18. 


^T^HIS  case  is  reported,  upon  the  argument  of  the  de-  when  a  bill 

murrer,  and  at  the  hearing,  in  the  sixth  volume  of  for  jfpecific 

performance 
Mr.  Sintan^s  Beports  (a),  where  the  nature  and  objects  of  is  filed  by  a 

the  suit,  and  the  different  instruments  and  transactions  J^on^cted 

oat  of  which  the  question  arose,  are  particularly  stated,    to  purchase 

rwM      the  absolute 
-^^^  legal,  and 
(a)  Page  625.  equitable  in« 

^  terest  in  a 
mortg^ed  estate  from  the  supposed  owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption,  neither  the 
mortgagee  nor  a  person  who  claims  an  interest  in  the  equity  of  redemption,  but  has 
not  joined  in  the  contract,  can  be  made  a  Defendant;  and  the  circumstance,  that 
the  mortgagee  does  not  object  to  being  made  a  party,  but  requires  the  sanction  of 
the  person  so  clidming  an  interest  in  the  equity  of  redemption  before  joining  in  the 
cooveyaoce,  does  not  make  that  person  a  proper  party. 
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1837.  The  Defendant,  Mrs.  Smatt,  by  her  next  friend,  pre- 

sented a  petition  of  rehearing;  and  submitted,  first,  that 
the  Vice-Chancellor's  decree  was  erroneous  upon  the 
merits;  and,  secondly,  that  the  record  was  wrong  in 
point  of  form,  and  that  she  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  a  party  to  the  suit.  The  arguments  urged  by  the 
Respondents  on  the  second  point  are  stated  and  con- 
sidered in  the  judgment,  in  which  the  material  facts  of 
the  case  are  also  shortly  recapitulated. 

Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Spence^  for  the  purchaser,  in 
support  of  the  decree. 

Mr.  Cooper^  for  the  Defendants  Baker  and  Mann. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  WillcocJc^  for  the  appeal. 


Koo.  18.  "^^^  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  bill  in  this  case  is  filed  by  a  purchaser,  for  the 
specific  performance  of-a  contract  made  and  signed  by 
himself,  on  the  one  part,  and  by  the  Defendants,  Ben-^ 
jamin  Eussell  Bakery  Thomas  Mann^  and  Arthur  George 
Smally  on  the  other  part.  But  there  is  in  it  this  pecu- 
liarity ;  —  it  prays  it  may  be  declared  that  a  good  title 
can  be  made  to  the  estate  in  question,  except  as  to  the 
life  estate  of  a  Mrs.  Imcos  ;  and  this  seems  to  be  the  real 
object  of  the  suit  In  order  to  obtain  a  decision  upon 
this  subject,  there  are  made  Defendants  certain  mort- 
gagees, who  are  not  parties  to  the  contract,  Mrs. 
SmaUj  the  wife  of  the  party  by  whom  the  contract  for 
the  sale  was  made,  and  who  is  the  party  appealing  from 
'  the  decree,  and  Mr.  Ashjbrdy  who  was  named  as  a  trustee 

in  articles  executed  in  contemplation  of  her  marriage. 

The 
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The  facts  of  the  case,  as  stated  in  the  bill,  are  shortly  1837. 
these:  —  Mr.  Smallj  previously  to  his  marriage,  was 
entitled  to  the  estate  in  question,  in  tail  male,  subject  to 
the  life  estate  of  Mrs.  Lucas ;  and  by  his  marriage 
articles,  dated  the  ^d  of  December  1880,  his  intended 
wife,  the  present  Appellant,  Mrs.  Small,  being  then  an 
infant,  he  contracted  with  her  uncle,  Mr.  Ashford,  that 
subject  to  the  life  estate  of  Mrs.  Lucas,  and  to  the  rais* 
ing,  by  mortgage  or  otherwise,  of  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  15,000/.,  by  him- 
self, the  estate  should  be  conveyed  and  assured  upon 
the  trusts  of  a  settlement;  and  for  that  purpose  he  cove^ 
nanted  that,  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be  after  the 
marriage,  subject  and  without  prejudice  to  the  raising  by 
any  ways  or  means,  and  at  any  time  or  times  he  should 
think  proper,  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  15,000/.,  by  mortgage,  annuity,  or 
otherwise,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  and  to  any  deed 
or  deeds  and  assurances  which  he  might  thereafter  make 
or  execute  for  securing  the  repayment  of  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  and  the  interest  thereof,  he  would  make 
and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  acts  and  deeds  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  estate  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Ashford, 
during  the  life  of  the  wife,  in  trust  to  pay  the  rents  to  her, 
for  her  separate  use,  with  remainder  to  himself  for  life, 
remainder  amongst  the  children  of  the  marriage,  re- 
mainder to  the  survivor  of  the  husband  and  wife,  with 
various  powers  of  management  and  application  of  the 
rents  for  the  benefit  of  the  children — all  applicable  to  the 
real  estate — and  a  provision  that  there  should  be  inserted 
in  the  settlement  all  such  powers,  provisoes,  covenants, 
clauses,  and  agreements  as  might  be  considered  essen- 
tial for  the  parties  interested  therein,  or  as  might  be 
proper  for  effecting  the  several  purposes,  and  as  were 
usually  contained  in  settlements  of  the  like  kind. 

Vol.  III.  F  By 
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18S7.  By  indentures  of  the  2d  and  9d  of  March  1831,  Mr. 

SnutUi  having  borrowed  5000/.  of  Thomas  Phillips^  con- 
veyed the  estate  comprised  in  the  Articles  to  Phillips^ 
subject  to  the  usual  proviso  for  redemption,  and  cove- 
nanted to  levy  a  fine  for  that  purpose.  Phillips  had  a 
power  of  sale  given  to  him  by  the  mortgage  deed,  and  it 
contained  an  assignment  of  a  policy  of  insurance  for 
5000/.  upon  the  life  of  Mrs.  Lucas. 

A  fine  was  accordingly  levied  in  Easter  term  ISdl. 

By  indentures  of  the  26th  and  27th  of  October  1882, 
Mr.  Smallf  having  borrowed  another  sum  of  5000/.  of 
the  Defendant  fVakefordf  secured  the  repayment  of  it  in 
a  similar  manner;  but  for  this  loan  the  Defendants, 
Benjamin  R.  Baker  and  Thomas  Mann,  joined  as  sureties 
in  the  covenant  for  payment. 

By  indentures  of  the  28th  and  29th  of  October  1882, 
to  which  Mr.  Small  and  Mr.  Ashford,  Phillips  and 
WaJcefordy  two  of  the  mortgogees,  and  Benjamin  it. 
Baker  and  Thomas  Mann  were  expressed  to  be  parties, 
Mr.  Small  conveyed  the  estate  to  Baker  and  Mann, 
subject  to  the  life  estate  of  Mrs.  Lucas,  and  subject  also 
to  the  mortgages,  upon  trust,  if  Small  made  default  in 
paying  the  interest  upon  the  mortgages  or  the  premiums 
upon  the  policies,  to  sell  the  estate,  at  their  discretion, 
and  to  apply  the  proceeds  in  reimbursing  themselves, 
repaying  the  premiums  paid,  paying  the  mortgage  debts 
due  to  Phillips  and  fVakefordy  and  to  pay  the  surplus 
to  Mr.  Small,  or  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto  under 
the  articles  of  the  3d  o(  December  1830. 

Mr.  Small  subsequently  raised  two  other  sums,  one  of 
2500/.  by  mortgage  to  the  Defendant  Hawkins,  and  the 
other  of  1000/.,  by  sale  of  an  annuity  now  vested  in  the 

Defendant 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY,  67 

Defendant  Sarah  Baker  ;  so  that  of  the  whole  15,0002.        1837. 
die  sum  of  1500/.  only  remained  to  be  raised. 

The  Defendants,  Baker  and  Mantis  are  the  vendors 
under  the  deed  of  the  29th  of  October  1832 ;  and  they, 
by  an  agreement,  dated  the  21st  of  December  1833,  (to 
which  they  were  parties  of  the  first  part,  Mr.  Smallf  of 
the  second  part,  and  the  Plaintiff,  of  the  third  part,) 
agreed,  in  consideration  of  19,250/.,  to  sell  the  fee- 
simple  of  the  estate* to  the  Plaintiff,  expectant  upon  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Lucas^  so  far  as  such  estate  had  been  ac- 
quired under  the  fine,  or  as  Small  could  acquire  it  during 
her  life  with  her  concurrence.  It  appears  that,  by 
deeds  executed  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  (a),  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lucas  having  consented,  the  effect  of  a  recovery 
was  obtained,  and  the  legal  estate  vested  in  Phillips  the 
mortgagee.  There  is  no  allegation  in  the  bill  respect« 
ing  Mrs.  SmaWs  interest,  except  in  the  statement  of  the 
marriage  articles.  ' 

Tc^this  bill  Mr.  Ashford  and  Mrs.  SmaU  put  in  a 
general  demurrer,  upon  the  discussion  of  which,  or  at 
the  hearing,  two  questions  were  made;  first,  whether 
the  marriage  articles  authorised  Mr.  Small  to  sell  the 
estate  to  raise  the  15,000/.,  and,  if  so,  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  such  power  was  duly  exercised;  and, 
secondly,  whether  Mrs.  Small  was  a  proper  party  to  the 
suit. 

From  the  report  of  the  case  in  the  Court  below  upon 
the  demurrer  (A),  it  appears  that  the  counsel  for  Mrs. 
Smallj  being  desirous  of  obtaining  a  decision  upon  the 
other  points,  waived  the  objection  of  Mrs.  Small  being 
a  party  to  the  suit,  and  the  Vice-Chancellor,  being  of 

opinion 

(«)  5  &  4  W,  4.  c.  74.  (6)  a  Sim.  695* 
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1837.  opinion  that  the  articles  authorised  the  sale,  over-ruled 
the  demurrer;  but  his  Honor  expressed  some  doubt 
whether  Mrs.  Small  ought  to  have  been  made  a  party  to 
the  suit.  Upon  the  argument  at  the  hearing,  reported 
in  the  same  book,  both  points  were  again  raised ;  but 
his  Honor  made  a  decree  declaring  that  Small  was  en- 
titled to  sell  the  fee- simple  and  inheritance  in  remainder 
of  the  whole  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
15,000/.,  and  referred  it  to  the  Master  to  inquire  whe* 
ther  that  sum,  or  any  and  what  part  thereof,  had  been 
raised,  and  whether  the  contract  of  the  21si  of  December 
18  S3,  was,  at  the  time,  a  fit  and  proper  contract. 

The  decree  adjudicates  nothing  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  contract,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  objected  to,  if  the 
declaration  be  correct,  that,  under  the  articles,  Small  was 
entitled  to  sell  the  fee-simple  in  remainder  of  the  whole 
estate,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  15,000/. ;  all  ques- 
tions as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  power  was  exer* 
cised  being  reserved :  but  I  understand  the  declaration  to 
decide,  that  such  power  existed  from  the  moment^f  tlie 
execution  of  the  articles. 

The  second  question  is  to  be  considered  first,  because, 
if  Mrs.'  Small  be  not  a  proper  party  to  the  suit,  it  will 
not  only  be  unnecessary,  but  improper,  to  give  any 
opinion  as  to  any  point  in  the  cause. 

It  is  not  disputed,  that,  generally,  to  a  bill  for  a  spe- 
cific performance  of  a  contract  of  sale,  the  parties  to 
the  contract  only  are  the  proper  parties;  and,  when 
the  ground  of  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  equity  in 
suits  of  that  kind  is  considered,  it  could  not  properly 
be  otherwise.  The  Court  assumes  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases,  because  a  court  of  law,  giving  damages  only 
for  the   non- performance    of  the    contract,   in  many 

cases 
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cases  does  not  afford  an  adequate  remedy.  But,  in  1837 
equity,  as  well  as  at  law,  the  contract  constitutes  the 
right,  and  regulates  the  liabilities  of  the  parties ;  and  the 
object  of  both  proceedings  is  to  place  the  party  com- 
plaining as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  same  situation  as 
the  defendant  had  agreed  that  he  should  be  placed  in. 
It  is  obvious  that  persons,  strangers  to  the  contract,  and, 
therefore,  neither  entitled  to  the  right,  nor  subject  to 
the  liabilities  which  arise  out  of  it,  are  as  much  strangers 
to  a  proceeding  to  enforce  the  execution  of  it  as  they  are 
to  a  proceeding  to  recover  damages  for  the  breach  of  it 
And  so  is  the  admitted  practice  of  the  Court;  but  it  is 
said  that  this  case  ought  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rule, 
because  Phillips^  in  whom,  as  first  mortgagee,  the  legal 
estate  is  vested,  is  not  willing  to  convey  it  to  the  Plain- 
tiff, the  purchaser,  without  having  competent  authority 
for  so  doing,  and  that,  the  question  being  raised  whe- 
ther the  legal  estate  can  be  so  conveyed,  Mrs.  Small  is 
of  necessity  made  a  party  to  the  suit. 

This  proposition  assumes  two  points  ;  first,  that 
Phillips  is  himself  a  proper  party  to  the  suit ;  and,  se- 
condly, that,  being  so,  it  is  competent  for  him  to  require 
that  Mrs.  Smcdl  should  be  made  a  party  to  it 

Phillips  is  merely  a  mortgagee,  against  whom  no  bill 
can  properly  be  filed,  except  for  the  purpose  of  redeem- 
ing his  mortgage,  and  that  by  a  party  entitled  to  redeem. 
This  bill  does  not  pray  any  redemption  of  Phillips^s 
mortgage,  and,  if  it  had,  the  Plaintiff  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  file  such  a  bill.  He  is  only  connected  with  the 
property  by  having  contracted  to  purchase  the  equity 
of  redemption,  and  until  that  purchase  is  completed  he 
cannot  redeem  the  mortgage.  Phillips  has  no  interest  in 
the  specific  performance  of  the  contract ;  he  is  no  party 
to  it;  and  the  performance  of  it  cannot  affect  his  security 
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1SS7-  OF  interfere  with  his  remedies.  Supposing,  however,  that 
it  was  competent  for  the  Plaintiff  to  redeem  Phillip^ s 
mortgage,  he  can  only  be  so  entitled  as  standing  in  the 
place  of  the  mortgagor;  but  a  mortgagee  can  never  refuse 
to  restore  to  his  mortgagor,  or  those  who  claim  under 
him,  upon  repayment  of  what  is  due  upon  the  mortgage, 
the  estate  which  became  vested  in  him  as  mortgagee. 
To  him  it  is  immaterial,  upon  repayment  of  the  money, 
i^hether  the  mortgagor's  title  was  good  or  bad.  He  is 
not  at  liberty  to  dispute  it,  any  more  than  a  tenant  is  at 
liberty  to  dispute  his  landlord's  title.  Phillips^  therefore, 
is  bound,  upon  payment,  to  restore  the  legal  estate  to  his 
mortgagor  or  to  those  who  claim  under  him.  By  Phil^ 
lips's  mortgage  deed  the  equity  of  redemption  was  re- 
served to  Small,  If  the  Plaintiff  could  shew  such  equity 
of  redemption  to  be  vested  in  him,  he  would  be  entitled, 
upon  paying  the  mortgage  debt,  to  demand  a  re-convey- 
ance of  the  estate,  without  regard  to  apy  other  question 
affecting  the  title  to  the  property. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  Phillips  himself  is 
not  a  proper  party  to  this  suit,  and  that  he  cannot,  by 
not  himself  insisting  upon  the  objection,  make  Mrs. 
Small  a  proper  party ;  and  that,  even  if  he  were  himself 
properly  made  a  Defendant,  the  objection  raised  by  him 
at  the  bar,  though  hot  by  his  answer  —  for  by  his  answer 
he  offers  to  re-convey  upon  being  paid  his  mortgage 
debt  — «  would  not  make  Mrs.  Small  a  proper  party. 

But  it  was  argued  at  the  bar  that  the  Plaintiff  was,  in 
equity,  invested  with  all  the  rights  of  Mrs.  Small,  upon 
the  principle  that,  by  a  contract  of  purchase,  the  pur- 
chaser becomes  in  equity  the  owner  of  the  pcoperty. 
This  rule  applies  only  as.  between  the  parties  to  the  con- 
tract, and  cannot  be  extended  so  as  to  affect  the  interests 
of  others.    If  it  could,  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  an 

equitable 
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equitable  estate  would ,  be  equivalent  to  a  conveyjance        1 8S7. 
of  it.     Before  the  contract  is  carried  into  effect,  the  pur- 
chaser cannot,  against  a  stranger  to  the  contract,  enforce 
equities  attaching  to  the  property. 

In  Mcile  V.  ^mith  (a),  Lord  'Eldon  says,  that  when  a 
bill  is  filed  for  a  specific  performance,  it  should  not 
be  mixed  up  with  a  prayer  for  relief  against  other  per- 
sons  claiming  an  interest  in  the  estate.  Such  was  his 
opinion  in  a  case  in  which  the  vendor  was  plaintiff, 
and  the  defendants  were  persons  whom  the  vendor 
sought  to  compel  to  join  in  completing  the  title.  How 
much  stronger  is  the  objection  where  the  purchaser  is 
the  Plain tifl^  and  the  only  connection  between  him  and 
the  Defendants  is  the  incomplete  disputed  contract. 

I  amj  therefore,  of  opinion  that  Mrs.  Small  is  not  a 
proper  party  to  this  suit ;  and  that  the  bill  ought  to  have 
been  dismissed  with  costs  as  against  her. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  opinion  will  prevent  the 
parties  from  having  the  question  between  them  so  effec- 
tively decided  as  it  might  otherwise  have  been ;  but  I 
cannot,  to  avoid  an  inconvenience  in  a  particular  case, 
sanction  a  proceeding  which  I  consider  to  be  incon* 
sistent  with  the  rules  of  pleading,  and  which,  if  recog<- 
nised,  might  lead  to  much  difficulty  and  confusion  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Court. 

(a)  Jac,  490. ;  see  p.  494. 
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.rfln.25,9«,27. 

Nov,  17. 

Upon  a  bill 
filed  by  two 
persons,  pew- 
holders  in  a 


MILLIGAN  V.  MITCHELL. 


npHE  substance  of  the  bill,  and  the  general  objects  of 
-^    the  suit,  are  stated  in  the  report  of  this  case,  upon 


,      ,      ,       »«<w  .uw-.w  .w»  ....  ...,....w..w..  .,w.w.^  ..«w.«.   Jhancellor 

chapel,  and 

noembers  of 
the  congre- 
gation, and, 
in  virtue  of 
certain  offices 
which  they 
held,  entitled 
to  be  trustees 
of  the  chapel, 
on  behalf  of 
themselves, 
and  all  other 
persons  inte- 
rested as  such 
pew-holders 
and  members, 
except  the 
Defendants, 
against  the 
other  persons 
entitled  to  be 
such  trustees, 
and  against 
the  person  in 
whom  the 
legal  interest 
in  the  lease 
was  vested, 
alleging  tha^ 
the  lease  of 
the  chapel 
was  held  upon 

an  exclusive  trust  for  religious  service  according  to  the  doctrines  and  discipline 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  charing  the  Defendants  with  introducing  preachers 
into  the  pulpit  who  were  not  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  with  other 
acts  in  violation  of  the  trust,  and  praying  that  the  Defendants  might  be  compelled 
to  perform  the  trust,  the  Court  granted  the  relief  prayed ;  holding,  first,  that,  upon 
the  evidence  in  the  cause,  the  alleged  trust  was  sufficiently  made  out;  secondly, 
that  the  acts  complained  of  amounted  to  a  breach  of  trust ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the 
record  was  properly  framed  with  a  view  to  the  object  of  the  suit. 

An  amendment  making  the  PlainiifTs  in  the  original  bill  sue  on  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  all  other  persons  having  the  same  interest,  does  not  so  alter  the  parties 
or  the  frame  of  the  record  that  depositions  taken  in  the  original  suit  cannot  be 
used  in  the  amended  suit. 


the  motion  for  an  injunction  before  Lord 
Brougham,  {a) 


When  the  cause  subsequently  came  on  for  hearing  at 
the  Rolls,  a  preliminary  objection  for  want  of  parties 
was  taken  and  allowed ;  and  the  bill  stood  over,  with 
liberty  to  amend,  (b)  The  record  having  been  even- 
tually amended,  in  the  manner  stated  in  1  Mylne  4* 
Craigi  511.,  the  cause  was  again  brought  to  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Daniellffor  the  Defendants,  objected  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  depositions,  on  the  ground  that  the  whole  of 
them  had  been  taken  in  the  original  cause,  before  the 
bill  was  amended,  and  not  in  the  cause  which  was  now 
before  the  Court  for  hearing.  By  the  effect  of  the 
amendments,  the  frame  of  the  record  had  been  totally 
altered.  Substantially,  the  suit  was  between  entirely 
new  parties;  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  allow  the  evi- 
dence to  be  used  against  persons  who  were  not  parties 

at 
(a)  1  ilf.  4-  JT.  446.  (&)  See  1  A£.  4-  C  454. 
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t  the  time  when  it  was  taken.     Besides,  the  record  had  1887, 
been  so  essentially  varied  by  the  amendments  that  no 

indictment  for  perjury  could   be  sustained   upon  the  T. 

depositions.  Mitchell. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  over-ruled  the  objection, 
observing  that  it  was  only  on  the  supposition  that  all 
the  parties  represented  by  the  Plaintiffs  had  a  common 
interest  that  the  bill  could  be  sustained  at  all;  and 
that,  with  regard  to  the  indictment  for  peijury,  he  did 
not  apprehend  that  any  difficulty  could  arise  on  that 
ground. 

.      ft 

Tbe  Plaintiffs'  evidence  was  then  read. 

Among  other  evidence  in  support  of  the  Plaintifis* 
case,  an  extract  was  read  from  the  minute  book  of 
what  was  called  the  kirk-session  of  the  congregation, 
purporting  to  be  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at 
a  meeting  of  the  congregation  held  on  the  £9th  of 
March  1803,  "  for  the  purpose  of  enacting  certain  laws 
and  regulations  for  preventing  feuds  and  controversies, 
and  preserving  order  and  unanimity  in  the  Scotch 
Presbyterian  church,  or  kirk,  at  TVoolwichJ*  Of  these 
laws  and  regulations,  the  following  were  the  most  - 
material  articles :  —  1st.  ^^  That  no  minister  receive  a 
call,  nor  be  appointed  pastor  of  this  congregation,  who 
hath  not  been  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  according 
to  the  regulations  observed  in  the  Established  Chprch 
of  Scotland,  2d.  That  no  person  have  a  vote  in  this 
congregation  who  hath  not  paid  at  least  six  months 
towards  the  support  of  .this  church,  and  not  in  arrears 
for  pew  rent:  but  no  person  taking  a  seat  while  the 
church  is  vacant  of  a  minister  to  be  allowed  to  vote 
until  after  a  minister  is  appointed.  3d.  That  the  spiri- 
tual concerns  of  the  church  be  entirely  under  the  cog- 
nisance 
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nisance  of  the  minister  and  elders ;  and  that  tlie  gen- 
tlemen in  trust  for  the  donation  of  the  late  Mrs.  Elizabelk 
Drake,  with  the  elders  of  this  church,  be  a  committee 
to  assess  the  pews,  to  raise  a  salary  to  the  minister. 
9th.  Should  any  proposal  be  made  for  a  new  law,  or  the 
alteration  of  an  old  one,  the  committee,  after  consider- 
ation, shall  cause  the  same  to  be  read  to  a  meeting  of 
the  congregation,  when  three  months  must  elapse  liefore 
the  same  is  voted ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  no 
law  or  alteration  of  an  old  one  take  eflect,  unless  two 
thirds  of  the  congregation  then  present  be  for  the  same, 
which  meeting  shall  have  been  previously  summoned 
for  the  purpose," 

On  behalf  of  the  Defendants,  the  following  resolution, 
dated  the  4th  of  November  1 833,  and  recorded  in  the 
minute-book,  was  read  as  an  exhibit:  —  ^*  The  congre- 
gation having  met,  on  or'  about  the  24th  of  July  1833, 
by  notice  duly  given  from  the  pulpit,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  annulling  the  by-laws  framed 
on  or  about  the  29th  of  March  1803,  on  which  day, 
viz.  the  24th  of  July  1 833,  a  motion  was  submitted  that 
the  aforesaid  by-laws  should  be  repealed  and  disan- 
nulled, the  congregation,  now  duly  assembled  this  4th 
of  Notember  1833,  do  hereby  resolve  the  aforesaid  by- 
laws to  be  repealed  and  disannulled ;  thereby  leaving 
the  church  in  the  pos^ition  in  which  it  stood  before 
the  said  by-laws  were  framed." 

Tbe  general  effect  of  the  evidence  sufficiently  appears 
in  the  report  of  the  argument  and  in  the  judgment. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  James  RusseU,  for  the  Plaintifis, 
submitted  that  by  the  deed  under  which  the  chapel  was 
erected,  and  by  the  contemporaneous  proceedings  of  the 
congregation,  the  building  was  distinctly  and  exclusively 

dedicated 
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dedicated  as  a  place  of  worship  for  Presbyterians  who 
conformed  to  the  discipline  and  doctrines  of  the  Na- 
tional  Church  of  Scotland;  and  that  the  Defendants  had 
no  right  or  authority,  under  the  ninth  article  of  the  by- 
laws, or  otherwise,  to  alter  its  original  constitution  in 
the  manner  they  had  attempted  to  do  by  the  resolution 
of  the  4th  of  November  18SS.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  to  interfere,  for 
the  purpose  of  restraining  the  Defendants  from  violating 
the  trusts  to  which  the  chapel  had  been  solemnly  de- 
voted, was  quite  of  course ;  Foley  v.  Wontner  (a),  LeS" 
tie  V.  Bimie.  (b)  As  an  authority  for  the  form  of  the 
suit  they  referred  to  Weld  v.  Bonkam,  {c) 


18S7. 


Mr.  Agar^  Mr.  Danielle  and  Mr.  Chandless^  for  the 
Defendants,  contended  that  the  Plaintiffs'  evidence  had 
entirely  failed  in  establishing  an  exclusive  dedication  of 
the  lease  and  chapel  to  a  trust  for  religious  worship 
according  to  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  National 
Church  of  Scotland*  Down  to  the  period  of  Dr.  Blyth^s 
appointment  as  minister,  the  congregation  had  been  a 
mixed  body,  comprising  various  classes  of  presbyterian 
dissenters.  Mrs.  Drake^  who  by  her  will,  dated  in 
1730,  gave  30/.  a  year  to  the  minister,  was  of  the  sect 
of  English  Presbyterians,  a  sect  entirely  unconnected 
with  the  Church  of  Scotland^  which  at  that  time,  indeed, 
had  not  any  body  of  dissenters  in  the  South  of  Efigland 
in  communion  with  it,  or  acknowledging  its  supremacy : 
and  it  was  proved  by  the  entries  in  the  records  of  the 
protestant  dissenting  ministers  of  the  three  denominations, 
kept  at  Eedcross  Street^  that  the  chapel  which  had  been 
formerly  used  by  this  very  Woolwich  congregation  as 
their  place  of  worship,  and  in  lieu  of  which  the  present 

chapel 

(a)  SJ.^W.  245.  (c)  S  Sim,  4r  SttuBl, 

{b)  9  Rmt.  1X4. 
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18S7*  chapel  was  built  when  the  other  had  fallen  into  decay, 
was  one  of  the  old  non-conformist  chapels,  known  by  the 
"v!"'*'^  general  name  of  presbyterian.  Even  during  the  mi- 
MiTCHSLL*  nistry  of  Dr.  Blythe^  the  proceedings  of  the  congregation 
in  several  points,  and  particularly  in  the  mode  of  elect- 
ing elders,  and  in  the  form  of  worship,  deviated  from 
the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  counsel  for  the  Defendants  also  submitted  that, 
even  if  the  proceedings  which  took  place  at  the  time  of 
the  erection  of  the  chapel,  and  the  subsequent  r^ula- 
tions  of  the  29th  of  March  1803,  amounted  to  a  dedi<* 
cation  of  the  building  to  religious  worship  according  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Scotland^  the  efiect  of 
those  proceedings  and  regulations  had  been  entirely 
done  away  by  the  resolution  formally  passed  by  the  votes 
of  the  congregation  on  the  4th  of  November  18SS,  and 
by  which  the  resolutions  of  March  1803  were  declared 
to  be  revoked  and  annulled.  Besides,  the  suit  was  in 
point  of  form  so  irregular,  that  no  decree,  except  an 
order  for  dismissing  the  bill,  could  be  made  upon  it. 
The  Plaintifi^  were  neither  pew-holders,  nor  properly 
qualified  as  voters;  for  they  had  not  paid  up  their 
arrears  of  pew  rents,  and  they  had,  therefore,  no  in- 
terest in  the  question ;  Burney  v.  Morgan,  {a) 

Mr.  MiUei'y  for  the  personal  representative  of  the 
surviving  trustee  of  the  lease. 


iVbc.  17.  ^^  Lord  Chancellor. 

This  is  a  bill  by  Charles  Milligan  and  Cornelius  Sharp^ 
on  behalf  of  themselves  and  all  persons,  except  the  De- 
fendants, 

(a)  1  Sim.  4*  Stu.  358. 
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fisodants,  who^  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  breach  of  trust,  16S7* 
were  holders  of,  or  are  now  entitled  to  be  holders  of, 
seats  or  pews  ip  the  church  or  chapel  comprised  in  a 
lease  of  the  14th  of  July  1800,  or  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
decdon  of  a  minister  of  the  said  church  or  chapel ;  and 
the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  have  it  declared  that  such 
lease,  and  church,  or  chapel,  are  held  in  trust  for  re^ 
ligious  worship  according  to  the  institutions  and  ob- 
servances of  the  Church  of  Scotland^  with  the  necessary 
directionsi  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  and  confining  the 
form  of  wcNTship  and  service  in  such  church  or  chapel 
accordingly. 

The  only  questions  I  have  to  consider,  are,  first, 
whether  the  property  in  question  was  held  upon  the 
trust  alleged  by  the  bill ;  secondly,  whether  there  has 
been  a  breach  of  such  trust ;  and,  thirdly,  if  there  has, 
whether  the  Plaintifis  are  entitled  to  be  relieved  against 
such  breach  of  trust,  in  a  suit  constituted  as  this  is. 

1.  As  to  the  first  point,  the  case  being  before  me 
only  as  it  affects  property,  and  the  title  to  the  property 
commencing  with  the  lease  in  the  year  1800, 1  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  history  of  the  congregation  at  an 
earlier  period,  except  in  so  far  as  it  throws  light  upon  the 
purposes  of  the  trust  so  originating  in  that  lease.  It 
appears,  however,  that  by  an  entry  in  the  books  of  the 
congregation,  dated  the  18th  of  June  1798,  recording 
the  proceedings  at  a  meeting  had  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  for  building  a  new  church,  the 
meeting  call  themselves  the  ** Scots  Presbyterian  Church,'' 
and  direct  that  the  case  should  be  laid  before  the  *^  Scots 
Presbytery  in  London^'*  with  a  request  that  they  would 
give  it  their  sanction  and  support:  that,  in  a  statement 
prepared  for  circulation  at  the  time,  the  object  is  stated 
to  be  ^  to  accommodate  the  members  of  the  Established 

Church 
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18 ST.  Church  of  Scotland:"  that  the  project  of  building  the 

^1^^^^*^^  new  church  was  carried  into  effect  by  a  committee  of 

MlLLlOAW  / 

V.  the  congregation!  assisted  by  a  committee  of  the  Scotch 
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Presbytery  in  London :  that  the  record  of  these  meet- 
ings is  headed  *^  Scots  church;"  and  that,  in  an  entry 
dated  the  21st  of  May  1799,  they  call  themselves  the 
**  Scotch  Presbyterian  Congregation,"  and  state  their 
object  to  be  to  erect  a  new  *'  Scots  Presbyterian  Church'/* 
It  is  also  proved,  that,  on  the  8th  of  July  1799,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  stone  containing  the  arms  and  motto  of 
the  Established  Church  of  Scotland  should  be  placed 
in  the  front  of  the  new  place  of  public  worship.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  lOlh  of  June  1800,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  lease  should  be  in  the  names  of  the  minister  and 
elders,  and  the  trustees  for  managing  Mrs.  Drake's  do- 
nation, and  their  successors  in  office.  The  chapel  was 
opened,  and  two  sermons  were,  on  that  occasion, 
preached  in  it  by  the  ministers  of  two  other  Scotch  pres- 
byterfan  churches;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  20th  of 
July  1800,  the  chapel  being  now  called  the  *^  New  Scots 
Church,*'  it  was  resolved,  "  that  the  treasurer  be  re- 
quested to  write  to  each  of  the  ministers,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Scottish  Presbytery  in  London^  to  solicit 
a  collection  from  their  congregations  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  building." 

By  the  will  of  Mrs.  Drake^  dated  the  9th  of  January 
17S0,  a  sum  of  SO/,  per  annum  was  given  ^*  to  the  pro- 
testant  dissenting  minister  of  the  congregation  of  pro- 
testant  dissenters  at  WooVmich^'  —  an  expression  which 
concludes  nothing  upon  the  present  question :  but  it  ap- 
pears that  the  SO/,  per  annum  had  been  received  by  the 
minister  of  this  congregation  at  a  time  when  it  was 
clearly  a  congregation  of  Scotch  Presbyterians.  The 
chapel  having  been  erected,  a  lease  of  it,  dated  the  14th 
of  July  1800,  for  sixty-one  years^  was  granted,  expressed 

to 
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to  be  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  of  erecting  the        1897* 

Scots  church  or  kirk ;  and  it  was  declared  to  be  held  in 

trust  to  be  assigned  and  disposed  of  as  the  elders  and 

trustees  of  the  said  Scots  church  or  kirk  at  Woolwich 

should  direct ;  and,  in  default  of  such  direction,  ^  upon 

trust  to  permit  and  suffer  the  same  to  be  used  as  and  for 

a  place  of  religious  worship,  and  for  such  other  purposes 

as  by  the  custom  of  the  Church  or  kirk  of  Scotland  the 

sameougbt  to  be  used  \**  and  the  trustees  were  <<  not  to 

permit  the  same  to  be  had  or  used  for  any  other  purpose 

than  religious  worship,  and  such  other  meetings  and 

asacmblies  as  by  the  custom  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland 

ought  to  be  there  hdlden,"  without  the  written  consent 

of  the  lessors,  their  executors,  administrators,  or  as-> 

signs. 

This  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  evidence 
upon  the  first  point,  as  it  shews  the  purpose  for  which 
the  ground  was  obtained  and  the  building  erected ;  and 
it  estabh'shes  beyond  all  doubt  the  affirmative  of  the 
first  proposition,  that  the  property  in  question  was  held 
npon  trust  to  he  used  as  a  chapel  for  the  Scotch  Pres- 
byterian form  of  worship.  What  followed  the  opening 
of  ^he  chapel  is  in  conformity  with  this  view  of  the 
case,  and  is  strongly  confirmatory  of  it.  On  the  29th 
of  March  1803,  it  was  resolved  **  that  no  minister  receive , 
a  call,  nor  be  appointed  a  pastor,  of  the  congregation, 
who  hath  not  been  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  observed  in  the  Established 
Church  of  Scotland.**  There  is  also  in  the  minute>book 
an  entry,  of  the  24th  of  April  1807,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  church  was  built  for  the  purpose  of  worship 
according  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of 
Seodandf  as  by  law  established.  On  the  25th  of  FAn^ 
ary  1811,  a  question  was  made  whether  there  should  be 
singing  before  and  after  the  service,  as  being  a  practice 

contrary 
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1 837.        contrary  to  the  discipline  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  ;  and 
it  was  determined  that  there  should  not. 

In  answer  to  this,  the  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  De- 
fendants of  some  practices  said  to  be  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland^  but  not 
meeting  these  facts,  can  be  of  no  weight.  In  the  year 
1829,  Dr.  BlythCf  who  had  been  regularly  ordained  pas- 
tor by  the  Scotch  Presbytery  otLondofij  died.  Mr.  Scatty 
having  been  elected  by  the  congregation,  according  to  the 
regulations,  application  was  made  to  the  Scotch  Presby- 
tery of  London^  in  the  usual  course,  to  moderate  his  call ; 
and,  upon  his  examination  for  that  purpose,  it  was  found 
that  his  tenets  were  not  in  conformity  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland':  he  declined  to  sign  the 
confession  of  faith  of  the  Church  of  Scotland^  and  he 
accordingly  withdrew  and  resigned  his  claim  to  be 
pastor  of  the  church. 

No  opposition  appears  to  have  been  made  to  this 
decision  of  the  &a/(:A  Presbytery  oi  London  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  measures  were  taken  to  procure  another  mi- 
nister, and  accordingly  several  licentiates  of  the  Church 
oi Scotland  were  invited  to  preach  as  probationers;  and 
a  party  in  the  congregation  having  requested  Mr.  Scott 
again  to  become  a  candidate,  he  was,  on  the  22d  of 
January  1831,  again  elected,  ndtwithstan^ing  the  remon- 
strances of  the  Scotch  Presbytery  of  London. 

• 

The  consequence  of  this  was,  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Paisley  withdrew  their  licence  from  Mr.  Scott^  which 
sentence  was,  upon  appeal  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland^  affirmed ;  and  all  ministers 
were  prohibited  from  employing  him  to  preach  in  their 
pulpits.  Mr.  Scott^  notwithstanding,  continued  to  offi- 
ciate 
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ciate  as  minister  until  the  month  of  December  1853,        1887. 
when  he  finally  withdrew.  ifclliZi^ 


Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  roe  to  be  clear  that  the 
chapel  was  originally  built  and  the  lease  obtained  for 
the  purpose  of  worship  according  to  the  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church ;  that  the 
chapel  contmued  to  be  so  used,  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years ;  and  that  it  was,  therefor^  held  upon  trust  for  that 
purpose;  Craigdallte  v.  Aikman  (a),  Attomey^General  v. 
Pearson  (i),  Foley  v.  Wontner.  (c) 

2.  The  next  point  is,  I  think,  equally  clear;  and 
in  fact  little,  if  any,  question  is  made  about  it    The  se- 
cond election  of  Mr.  iSfo//,- unless  made  in  the  hope  that 
he  might  conform  to  the  confession  of  faith  of  the 
Church  of  Scot/and  and  be  accepted  by  the  Presbytery, 
'  was  of  itself  a  breach  of  trust ;  and  undoubtedly  the  con- 
tinuuig  to  receive  and  employ  him  as  minister,  after  his 
licence  had  been  withdrawn  by  the  sentence  of  the 
presbytery  of  Paislej/j  and  that  sentence  affirmed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  was  a  direct  departure  from  the  trusts 
of  the  lease,  and  an  open  violation  of  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations of  the  29th  of  March  1803.     The  subsequent 
mode  of  providing  for  the  service  of  the  church,  and, 
above  all,  the  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  the  29th  of  March  1803  by  the  resolution  of 
the  4th  ofNaoember  1833,  were  further  violations  of  the 
same  trusts ;  and  the  issue  joined  by  the  Defendants  is, 
not  whether  the  present  be  or  be  not  a  departure  from 
the  system  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church,  but  whe- 
ther the  majority  of  the'  congregation  have  not  a  right 

to 

(a)  1  Dow^  \^  and  2  BHghj         {b)  5Mer.5S5.;  see  p.  4] 8. 
529.  ie)  9J.^W.2iS. 
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1SS7.        to  depart  from  it,  and  whether  they  have  not  eflEectoallj 
jj^^j^      done  so  by  the  resolution  of  the  4Ui  of  Naoember  18SS. 


9, 

Mitchell. 


I  must  assume  the  church  to  be  yacant ;  and,  in  this 
state  of  circumstances,  I  have  to  consider  according  to 
what  rule  the  election  or  appointment  of  a  minister  ought 
to  take  place.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary  to  examine, 
not  only  the  original  trust  upon  which  the  lease  of  the 
building  was  held,  but  how  far  the  parties  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  4th  of  November  1833  were  competent  to 
alter  such  trusts,  and  devote  the  lease  and  die  build- 
ing to  other  purposes. 

This  question  may  be  solved  without  precisely  defin- 
ing the  extent  of  the  power  of  altering  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  29th  o(  March  180S,  as  defined  and 
restricted  by  the  ninth  of  those  regulations.  The  re- 
solution of  the  4th  of  November  1883  was  not  an 
attempt  to  alter  the  laws,  by  the  congr^ation  existing  as 
contemplated  by  the  laws  and  regulations,  (in  respect 
of  which,  all  pewholders  of  six  months  standing,  and 
being,  therefore,  members  of  the  congregation,  as  con- 
stituted by  those  laws  and  regulations,  would  have  a 
vote,  and  in  respect  of  which,  no  person  taking  a  seat 
after  the  church  had  become  vacant  —  a  period  which 
would  probably  be  dated  from  the  death  of  Dr.  Bfyike 
in  September  1829  —  would  have  been  entitled  to  vote) ; 
but  it  was  the  resolution  of  a  meeting  of  persons,  call- 
ing themselves  the  congregation,  who,  from  the  course 
pursued  after  Mr.  Scotfs  re-election  in  the  year  1831, 
must  have  compelled  many  of  the  congregation,  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  Scotland^  to  withdraw,  and  com- 
prising probably  many  individuals  who  were  not  entitled 
to  vote  according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  which 
they  assumed  the  power  of  rescinding. 
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If,  however,  it  were  necessary  to  corae  to  any  conclu-  18S7. 
ston  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  altering  the  laws, 
possessed  by  persons  entitled  to  vote,  it  might  safely  be 
assumed  that  such  power  did  not  extend  to  altering  the 
iimdamental  principles  upon  which  the  association  was 
formed,  and  destroying  the  trusts  upon  which  the  pro- 
perty was  held,  but  only  to  altering  the  laws  or  making 
new  laws,  so  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  such  prin- 
ciples and  trusts.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  object 
of  making  the  laws  and  regulations  is,  upon  the  proceed- 
ings stated  to  be  *^for  preventing  feuds  and  controversies, 
and  preserving  order  and  unanimity  in  the  Scots*  Pres- 
byterian Church  or  Kirk  at  WodwichJ*  I  am,  therefore, 
of  opinion  that  the  course  adopted  by  the  Defendants 
amounts  to  a  breach  of  trust  {a) 

3.  ItJBtill  remains  to  be  considered,  whether  the  Plain- 
tifis  are  entided  to  be  relieved  against  such  a  breach  of 
trust,  in  a  suit  constituted  as  this  is. 

It  is  proved  that  the  Plaintiffs  are  trustees  of  Mrs. 
Drakes  charity ;  and  that  one  of  them,  Mr.  MiUigan, 
was  an  elder;  and  that  they  are,  therefore,  trustees, 
though  the  lease  is  not  legally  vested  in  them.  It  i^ 
also  proved  that  both  of  them  were  pewholders  at  the 
time  when  the  wrong  was  committed,  and  had  done 
what  was  requisite  to  entitle  them  to  vote;  that  they 
were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  members  of  the 
congr^ation ;  and  that  they  were,  therefore,  cestuis  que 
trust  of  the  property  in  question,  and  entitled  to  the 
assistance  of  this  Court,  to  enforce  the  due  execution  of 
trusts,  in  which  they  had  the  same  species  of  interest  as 

the 


(a)  JiUmey'Gewral  ▼.   Pearson,  5  Mer,  555.    Craigdailie  ▼. 
Aikman,  1  Dow,  1. 
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18S7.       the*. plaintiffs  had  in  the  cases  oi  Davis  v*  Jenkins  {a\ 

and  Foley  v.  Wontner.  {b)    Of  their  title  to  sue,  there^ 

c.    "     fore,  I  have  no  doubt.  * 

Mitchell 

What  then  are  the  objections  to  the  form  of  the  bill  ? 
The  other  cestuis  que  trust  are  those  members  of  the  con- 
gregation, who  at  the  time  of  the  wrong  committed  were, 
by  the  laws  and  regulations,  to  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  being  members,  and  who  are,  I  think, 
accurately  described,  in  this  bill,  as  persons  on  whose 
behalf  the  Plaintiffs  profess  to  sue.  The  object  of  the 
bill  is  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  such  persons,  ac- 
cording to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  associated, 
and,  therefore,  within  the  rules  which  in  such  cases 
permit  bills  to  be  filed  by  some,  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  others.  It  is  obvious,  besides,  that  in  no  other  way 
could  justice  be  obtamed  for  the  injury  complained  oi. 
The  Defendants  allege  that  the  Plaintiffs,  not  having 
paid  their  rents,  are  not  now  pewholders,  and,  there- 
fore, have  no  interest  That  they  were  entitled  how- 
ever at  the  time  when  the  wrong  was  committed  is 
proved ;  and  the  Defendants  cannot,  by  altering  the  form 
of  worship  used  in  the  chapel,  first  deprive  the  Plaintifl& 
and  others,  in  part,  of  their  rights,  and  then  allege  such 
deprivation  as  a  legal  objection  to  their  title  to  sue. 

Upon  these  grounds  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  Plain- 
tifls  are  entitled  to  the  decree  which  they  ask. 

I  think  the  Plaintiffs  ought  to  have  their  costs  out 
of  the  fund.  The  acts  which  have  rendered  this  suit 
necessary  being  the  acts  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
congregation,  I  cannot  throw  those  costs  upon  the  De- 
fendants ;  but  as  the  Defendants  have  all  concurred  in 
the  breach  of  trust,  I  do  not  think  them  entitled  to  their 
costs  out  of  the  fund. 

(a)  5  Vei.  4-  B.  151.  (b)  2J.^fV.  245. 
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The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  v.  CRADOCK.       Juiyis.  i8,i9. 

nPHE  information  began  by  stating  the  substance  of  the  An  inform- 

will  of  mUiam  Hutchinson,  dated  the  ISth  of  Sep-  *''^"  ^"^^^^^ 

■'^     agaiDBt  the 

tember  1693,  by  which  the  testator  devised  all  his  mes-  trustees  of 

snages  and  lands  in  Streethead  and  Romaldkirk,  and  also  tiw^nd  *"' 

at  Craggy  together  with  the  almshouses  which  he  had  built  against  a  [>er- 

at  Bomaldinrkf  unto  the  persons  therein  named  (one  of  concert  with 

whom  was  Charles  WhiteU)  and  their  heirs,  in  trust  for  one  of  the 
-  ,         .  ^    .  _  _       trustees,  had 

the  support  and  mamtenance  ot  six  poor  alms  people,  fraudulently 

and  for  buyinir  them  sowns  and  clothes  to  keep  them  ^^^^^  *°® 

J     ^  o  r  »  exchange  of  a 

warm  in  winter,  and  for  the  other  charitable  purposes  farm,  in  which 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  As  therein  mentioned ;    and  \^^^^  ^^^ 
he  directed  that  the  rector  of  Bomaldkirk,  for  the  time  jointly  inter- 
being,  for  ever,  should  be  joined  with  the  before-men-  portion  of  the 
tioned  trustees,  as  one  of  the  trustees  and  crovernors  of  charity  lands; 
t         •  1     1      1                   If.          rm                         ■  pwying  a  ge- 
tbe  said  almshouses  and  charity,      ihe  testator,  then,  neral  account 

reciting  that  he  had  caused  a  dwelling  house  in  the  town  ^^^^  charity 
of  Bowes  to  be  fitted  up  as  a  school  house  for  the  an  appor- 
instruction  of  the  poor  children  of  that  parish,  devised  J^thcTrenu 

the  school  house,  together  with  his  farm  at  Sleightholmej  among  the 

,    •  ^    ,  /.  -,  -  .       .        different  cha^ 

and  also  a  rent  charge  ot  5/.  per  annum  for  ever,  issuing  ritable  objects, 

out  of  his  lands  called  Annamsj  to  his  friends  therein  and  a  scheme, 

and  praying 
named  (most  of  whom  were  different  persons  from  the  also  that  the 

persons  i^pointed  trustees  of  the  other  charity),  upon  ®^*^uf^j 

trusty  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  in  paying  the  salary  dared  void, 

of  the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  and  otherwise  for  the  new^rust^ 

instruction  of  the  poor  children  of  his  free   school  miphtbeap- 

at  Bevies  as  therein  mentioned ;   and  he  appointed  his  ,0^^  of  the 

said  friends  to  be  the  trustees  and  governors  of  the  trustee  who 

had  so  acted, 
school.  To  this  in- 
formation a 
demnrrer  for  muitiferiousness,  put  in  by  the  party  who  had  colluded  with  the  trus- 
tee in  the  exchange}  was  over-ruled. 
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1837.  school,  and  desired  that  Charles  WkiteUi  or  his  heirs, 
^'^^^C^^  should  always  be  one  of  such  trustees  and  governors,  as 
Attoknkt-  well  as  a  trustee  and  governor  of  the  almshouses.  The 
General  testator,  after  disposing  of  his  other  Yorkshire  estates 
among  his  nephews  and  nieces,  and  giving  certain 
pecuniary  legacies  out  of  his  personal  estate,  declared 
that  the  residue  should  be  distributed  for  the  benefit  of 
his  almshouses  and  school,  and  among  his  kindred  and 
relations  who  were  legatees  of  his  northern  lands,  or 
the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  as  to  his 
trustees  should  seem  fit. 


The  information  then  stated  that,  upon  the  death  of 
the  testator,  in  the  year  1698,  his  will  was  duly  proved 
by  certain  of  the  executors;  and  that  the  respective 
trustees  of  the  almshouses  and  free  school  accepted  the 
trusts ;  and  that  the  executors  who  proved  the  will,  and 
who  were  also  named  as  trustees  of  the  almshouses  and 
school  respectively,  applied  the  residuary  personal 
estate  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  in  the  county  of 
York^  under  the  direction  for  that  purpose  contained  in 
the  will,  as  an  addition  to  the  charity  estates ;  and  that 
the  charities  had  for  many  years  past,  and,  as  it  was 
alleged,  ever  since  the  testator's  decease,  been  managed 
as  one  trust,  and  the  respective  estates  and  funds  thereof 
been  mixed  together  indiscriminately,  and  the  rents  and 
profits  of  such  estates  and  funds  carried  to  one  common 
account,  and  applied  towards  the  support  of  both 
charities  together,  without  regard  to  the  distinct  interest 
of  each ;  and  that  for  many  years  past  the  same  persons 
had  been  trustees  of  both  the  charities  united :  that  the 
charity  estates  had  at  various  times  been  very  irregularly 
dealt  with  by  the  trustees,  and  not  in  accordance  with 
the  testator's  will:  that  new  trustees  had  not  been 
from  time  to  time  duly  appointed ;  and  that  there  was 
considerable  difiiculty  in  distinguishing  to  which  of  the 

charities 
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charities  tlie  several    estates   and  funds»  which  were 
sabject  to  the  charitable  trusts,  respectively  belonged. 

The  information  further  stated  that,  by  indentures  of 
lease  and  release  and  appointment,  dated  respectively  the 
14th  and  15th  of  Jvly^  1810,  the  messuages  and  lands 
therein  particularly  described,  being  the  estates  belonging 
to  the  said  charities,  were  conveyed  to  and  vested  in 
certain  persons  therein  named  and  their  heirs,  as  trustees, 
upon  the  trusts  declared  by  the  testator's  will ;  and  that 
of  those  trustees  there  were  now  living  the  several 
persons  named  in  the  information  (and  among  others 
John  Headlam)j  all  of  whom  claimed  to  be  trustees  of 
the  charity  estates  and  governors  of  the  charities ;  and 
that  the  Rev.  George  Pricey  as  the  rector  of  the  parish  of 
BomaldUrkf  claimed  to  be,  and  had  always  acted  jointly 
with  them  as,  one  of  such  governors  and  trustees. 

The  infiwmation  further  stated  that  part  of  the  charity 
estates  consists  of  the  farm  of  SUightholme,  omtaining 
about  eigfaty-five  acres,  which  farm  was,  in  the  year 
1832,  in  the  occupation  of  Sheldon  Cradock  under  a 
lease  firom  the  trustees  for  a  long  term  of  years  still  un- 
expired, andata  very  low  annual  rent ;  and  that  another 
part  of  the  charity  estates  consists  of  a  farm,  called  the 
Charity  Pasture  farm,  containing  about  eighty-five  acres, 
together  with  forty-nine  sheepgates  on  the  uninclosed 
part  of  Gilmonby  moor ;  and  that  the  said  farm  and  sheep- 
gates  were  in  the  year  1832,  and  for  several  previous 
years,  in  the  possession  of  a  yearly  tenant:  that  in  that 
year  Sheldon  Cradock  and  John  Headlam^  who  was  one 
of  the  trustees,  claimed  to  be  jointly  entitled  in  fee  simple 
to  a  farm  called  Pryrigg  in  the  parish  ofBoweSf  contain- 
ing about  seventy-three  acres :  that  in  the  same  year 
Headlam  claimed  to  be  entitled  in  fee  simple  to  certain 
small  parcels  of  land  at  HaadofogiU  in  the  parish  of 
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Bcwes,  containing  about  six  acres;  and  that  Cradock  and 
Headlam  then  entered  into  a  plan  to  procure  from  the 
trustees  of  the  charity  estates  the  fee  simple  of  the  farm 
at  SleigMholmey  and  the  Charity  Pasture  farm  and  sheep- 
gates,  in  exchange  for  the  farm  called  Pryriggi  and  the 
parcels  of  land  at  HaaiawgiU;  and  that  it  was  arranged 
between  them,  that  Cradock  should  retain  in  severalty 
the  farm  of  SUightkolmCf  whereof  he  was  then  tenant,  and 
that  Headlam  should  take  in  severalty  the  Charity  Pasture 
farm  and  sheepgates  :  that  some  proceedings  were  taken 
in  the  same  year  (1832),  in  order  to  effectuate  such 
exchange,  under  the  provisions  of  the  1  &  2  Creo.  4.  c.93«; 
and  that  for  that  purpose  valuations  of  the  lands  to  be 
exchanged  were  made ;  but  that  such  valuations  were 
grossly  inaccurate,  and  that  the  lands  proposed  to  be 
taken  from  the  charities  were  considerably  more  valuable 
than  those  which  were  proposed  to  be  given  in  exchange 
to  the  charities;  and  that  the  exchange  was,  with  reference 
to  the  interests  of  the  charities,  a  very  improvident 
transaction:  that  several  of  the  trustees  refused  to 
give  it  their  sanction ;  and  that  the  valuation  was  never 
submitted  to  a  regular  meeting  of  the  trustees;  but  that 
nevertheless  Cradock  and  Headlam  caused  a  deed  of 
bargain  and  sale  and  exchange  of  the  lands  so  to  be 
given  and  taken  in  exchange,  to  be  prepared,  and  having 
themselves  executed  the  same,  they  procured  it  to  be 
-executed  by  some  of  the^  trustees :  that  the  deed  of 
bargain  and  sale  was  never  enrolled  in  the  Court  of 
-Chancery,  pursuant  to  the  above-mentioned  act  of  par- 
liament, and  that  in  other  respects  the  provisions  of  that 
act  were  wholly  disregarded :  that  Cradock  and  Headlam 
nevertheless  insist  that  the  exchange  was  valid  and 
dFectual;  and  that  Cradock  insists  that  he  is  now  the 
absolute  owner  of  Sleightholme,  and  is  no  longer  in  pos- 
session thereof  as  the  tenant  of  the  trustees,  and  he 
refuses,  with  the  concurrence  of  Headlam  and  others  of 

the 
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tlie  trustees,  to  pay  any  rent  to  the  trustees  for  the 
same :  that  Headlam  in  like  manner  insists  that  he  has         _ 

become  the  absolute  owner  of  the  Charity  Pasture  farm  Attornst- 

and  sheepgates,  and  claims  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  ^^^^^^^ 

for  his  own  sole  use.  Cradock. 

The  information  further  stated  that  the  trustees  had 
never,  on  behalf  of  the  charities,  entered  into  possession 
or  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  of 
Pryrigg  and  Howtaagill^  so  alleged  to  have  been  given  to 
them  in  exchange;  and  that  for  many  years  prior  to  the 
last  appointment  of  trustees  in  the  year  1810,  the  charity 
estates  were  very  carelessly  managed ;  and  that  the  par- 
ticulars thereof,  and  the  legal  title  thereto,  were  now 
involved  in  great  doubt  and  obscurity :  that  the  charity 
estates  had  considerably  increased  in  value,  and  were 
likely  still  further  to  improve :  that  their  present  annual 
income  exceeded  290/.,  and  that  additional  allowances 
had  been,  from  time  to  time,  made  by  the  trustees,  as  well 
to  the  master  and  usher  of  the  school,  as  to  the  six  poor 
persons  inhabiting  the  almshouses;  but  that  doubts  were 
entertained  how  far  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity 
estates  had  been  applied  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
distinct  interests  of  each  of  the  charities. 

The  information  prayed  an  account  of  the  charity 
estates ;  a  reference  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  desirable 
that  the  two  charities  and  their  estates  should  continue 
united  under  one  management,  and,  if  so,  then  to  ascer- 
tain in  what  proportions  the  rents  should  be  divided  be- 
tween them ;  and  a  scheme ;  that  it  might  be  declared, 
that  the  alleged  exchange  was  void,  and  that  Cradotk  and 
Headlam  were  not  entitled  to  the  farm  o(  SUighAcime^ 
VLuAxheCharity  Pasture  farm  and  sheepgates  respectively; 
and  that  the  alleged  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  might  be 
cancelled ;  that  Cradock  might  account  for  the  rents  of 
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SUigJUholme  under  his  lease ;  that  HeadJam  and  Cradoik 
might  be  severally  restraioed  from  taking  possession  on 
their  .sola  account  of  the  Charity  Pasture  farm ;  that 
Headlam  might  be  removed  from  being  a  trustee;  and 
that  new  trustees  might  be  appointed  in  his  room,  and  in 
the  room  of  such  of  the  other  trustees  as  were  dead. 


To  this  information,  Cradock  and  Headlam,  and  the 
other  trustees  under  the  indentures  of  Jufy  1810  who 
were  living,  together  with  the  heiress  at  law  of  Charles 
Whitellf  and  the  rector  of  Bomaldkirkj  were  made 
Defendants. 

The  Defendant  Cradock  demurred  to  the  information, 
for  multifariousness;  and  the  Vice-Chanoellor  having 
allowed  the  demurrer,  an  appeal  was  presented  against 
his  Honor's  order. 


Mr.  Wigramj  Mr.  Richards,  and  Mr.  Smythe,  in  sup* 
port  of  the  appeal. 

The  information  prays  that  the  estates  and  funds  be- 
longing to  the  charities  may  be  ascertained,  and  the 
income  properly  apportioned  between  the  two  trusts. 
That  object  cannot  be  attained  without  impeaching  the 
right  of  the  Defendant  Cradock  to  the  farm  of  Sleight- 
holme,  which  formed  a  part  of  those  estates,  and  to 
which,  according  to  the  statement  in  the  information,  he 
has  succeeded  in  acquiring  an  apparent  title^by  means  of 
«n  exchange,  effected  in  concert  with,  and  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Headlam,  one  of  the  trustees.  Cra^ 
Jock  having  thought  fit  to  mix  himself  up  in  the  trans- 
miction  with  Headlam,  and  having  obtained  a  colourable 
title  by  what  must  be  considered  as  a  breach  of  trust, 
has  made  himself  constructively  a  trustee ;  and  he  is, 
therefore,  accountable  with  the  other  trustees  for  such 
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part  of  the  trust  property  as  may  now  be  in  his  posses- 
sion. Nor  does  it  lie  in  his  mouth  to  take  advantage  of 
a  merely  technical  objection,  grounded  upon  his  own 
wrongful  act ;  more  especially  as  no  inconvenience  can 
result  to  the  charities  from  uniting  him  in  one  record 
with  the  other  Defendants.  Campbell  v.  Mackay  (a)  is 
a  direct  authority  for  the  frame  of  this  information. 


1687. 


The 

Attornsy- 

Genebal 

«. 
Cradoce. 


Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Betkettf  contrd. 

This  information  attempts  to  include  in  one  suit  mat- 
ters which  are  quite  distinct  and  heterogeneous.  It  asks 
an  account  of  the  estates  of  both  the  charities,  an  appor- 
tionment of  the  income  betAveen  the  two,  and  a  scheme. 
It  seeks  moreover  to  inquire  into  and  rescind  a  trans- 
action, in  which  it  is  alleged  that  the  Defendant  Cradock^ 
acting  in  concert  with  his  co-defendant  f/I^ac/fam,  has 
acquired  part  of  the  charity  estates,  by  what,  as  regards 
Headlamp  must  be  considered  a  direct  breach  of  trust. 
The  latter  object  ought  to  have  been  made  the  subject 
of  a  separate  suit  against  those  two  Defendants  only. 
What  has  Cradock  to  do  with  the  nature  and  objects  of 
the  charities,  or  the  general  account  of  the  estates  ?  or 
why  should  he  be  involved  in  matters,  with  which,  in  any 
result,  he  can  have  no  concern,  and  in  which,  if  the 
exchange  now  challenged  be  eventually  upheld,  it  would 
be  most  unjust  that  he  should  be  involved  ?  The  argu- 
ment is,  that  because  an  account  of  the  charity  estates 
is  sought,  all  persons  claiming  interests  in  those  estates, 
although  by  separate  and  independent  transactions,  must 
be  made  parties.  Such  a  course,  however,  is  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  the  Court,  and  would,  in  many  cases, 
be  attended  with  extreme  inconvenience  and  hard- 
ship. 


(a)  1  Mtfine  i  Craig,  603. 
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ship.  Suppose  that  each  of  these  trustees  (and  there  are 
more  than  a  dozen  of  them)  had  entered  into  a  separate 
contract  with  some  third  party,  a  stranger,  for  the  sale 
of  a  distinct  portion  of  the  charity  estates,  can  it  be 
contended  that  all  these  contracts,  and  the  different  parties 
to  them,  ought  to  be  included  in  one  common  inform- 
ation ?  With  eleven  twelfths  of  such  an  information, 
each  of  the  purchasers  could  truly  say  he  had  no  concern. 
The  diflSculty  and  injustice  would  be  still  greater,  if,  in 
addition  to  a  multitude  of  transactions,  with  all  but  one 
of  which  each  of  those  defendants  had  no  concern,  the 
suit  embraced  among  its  objects  a  general  account  of  the 
estates,  and  a  plan  for  the  future  administration  of  the 
charities.  Supposc'a  tenant  of  the  estate,  in  collusion 
with  one  of  the  trustees,  or  in  any  other  way,  to  have 
refused  for  a  long  time  to  pay  rent,  does  that  circum- 
stance furnish  a  reason  why  he  should  be  mixed  up  in 
a  suit,  the  main  objects  of  which  have  no  reference  what« 
ever  to  him  ?  The  doctrines,  as  well  as  the  decisions,  in 
Salvidge  v.  Hyde  (a)  and  in  Saxton  v.  Davis  (6),  clearly 
shew  that  such  a  bill  cannot  be  supported.  Campbell  v. 
Mackajf  has  no  application ;  for  the  convenience  in  that 
case  was  wholly  on  the  side  of  including  the  three  trust 
funds  (in  all  of  which  the  Plaintifis  were  jointly  inter- 
ested) in  the  same  suit 


Mr.  RkAardsj  in  reply,  submitted  that  the  language 
of  Lord  Eldon^  in  his  judgment  on  the  appeal  in  &z/- 
vidge  V.  Hjfde^  fully  justified  the  frame  of  this  inform- 
ation. His  Lordship  obviously  considered  that,  pro- 
vided a  proper  case  were  made,— provided  the  purchaser 
were  inseparably  mixed  up  in  the  impeached  transaction 

with 


(«)  5  Mad.  138.  and  Jac.  151. 
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with  the  trustee,  the  case  against  both  might  be  united 
in  one  bill ;  and  such  a  case  was  made  here  against  the 
Defendant  CradocL 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  (after  stating  the  substance 
of  the  information). 

The  Defendant  Cradock  says,  that  he  is  improperly 
mixed  up  with  the  accounts  relative  to  the  other  pro- 
perty of  this  trust ;  and  that,  though  the  information 
states  a  case  against  him  which,  if  true,  might  entitle 
the  Attorney-General  to  sue  him  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
perty which  is  alleged  to  have  been  separated  from  the 
charity,  he  ought  not  to  be  made  a  party  to  a  suit*  the 
object  of  which  is  to  have  a  general  account  taken  of 
the  property  of  the  charity,  and  an  apportionment  of 
that  property  to  the  several  purposes  to  which  it  is 
alleged  to  belong. 

The  first  point  to  be  determined  is,  whether  he  is  not 
so  involved  with  that  part  of  the  property  which  Head' 
lam  is  said  to  have  diverted  from  the  charity,  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  proceed  against  Headlam,  with 
respect  to  that  property,  without  joining  Cradock;  and 
I  think  that,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  it  is  quite 
impossible  that  the  suit  could  be  prosecuted  in  the 
absence  of  Cradock.  The  alleged  breach  of  trust  con- 
sists in  Headlam  and  Cradock  diverting  an  estate,  subject 
to  charitable  purposes,  by  way  of  exchange  for  an  estate 
which  belonged  to  them  jointly.  The  exchange  com- 
plained of  is  one  transaction,  and  the  consideration  is 
property  in  which  they  were  jointly  interested. 


Juljf  19. 


If 
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If  that  be  so,  the  question  is,  whether  the  objection 
of  multifariousness  can  possibly  apply ;  whether  a  party» 
who  has  been  implicated  with  a  trustee  in  a  breach  of 
trust,  as  to  part  of  the  property  which  is  the  subject  of 
the  information,  can  say  that,  in  order  to  accommodate 
him,  you  shall  sever  the  case  against  that  particular 
trustee,  from  the  case  against  the  trustees  generally.  In 
many  cases  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  so  to  proceed; 
for  if  you  are  bound  to  separate  that  part  in  which  the 
trustee  was  concerned  with  the  other  party,  you  may 
make  that  suit  defective  which  ought  to  be  instituted 
against  all  the  trustees  in  respect  of  the  whole  interest 
in  the  charity.  Now  this  suit  would  be  defective,  if 
that  part  which  relates  to  the  transaction  in  which 
Headlam  and  Cradock  were  together  concerned  were 
separated  from  the  rest,  the  object  being  to  have  an 
account  taken  of  the  whole  of  the  charity  property, 
and  an  apportionment  of  the  property  among  the  dif- 
ferent purposes  for  which  it  was  designed.  Any  thing 
more  inconvenient  than  having  against  Headlam  one 
suit  for  that  part  of  the  account  which  relates  to  the 
property  in  respect  of  which  Cradock  is  interested,  and 
another  suit  for  the  remainder,  there  could  not  well  be. 
It  is  obvious  that  that  would  be  a  most  inconvenient 
and  improper  mode  of  carrying  on  the  suit  Would  it 
ever  occur  to  any  one  to  file  one  bill  against  the  trustee 
for  one  part  of  the  transaction,  and  another  bill  for 
another  part  of  the  transaction  ? 


Then,  is  a  party  entitled  to  raise  this  objection  who 
has  made  himself,  by  uniting  with  the  trustee  in  a  breach 
of  trust,  part  and  parcel  of  the  transaction  ?  The  object 
of  the  rule  against  multifariousness  is  to  protect  a  De- 
fendant from  unnecessary  expense ;  but  it  would  be  a 
great  perversion  of  that  rule  if  it  were  to  impose  upon  the 
Plaintifis,  and  all  the  other  Defendants,  the  expenses  of 

two 
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two  suits  instead  of  one.     The  object  of  the  suit  is  to        1837. 
establish  that  Cradock  has,  by  means  of  the  transaction         '£i^ 
stated  in  the  information,  become  a  trustee  of  part  of    Attoenst- 
the  charity  estate.      Suppose  he  had  been  an  actual 
instead  of  a  constructive  trustee,  and  the  object  was  to 
have  acGonnts  taken,  and  an  administration  made  of  the 
whole  of  the  charity  property,  could  he  object  on  that 
ground,  that  he  was  a  trustee  only  of  a  part  of  the 
charity  property,  and  that  he  could  not  be  made  a  party 
to  a  suit  relating  to  the  whole  ?     If  that  were  to  prevail, 
it  would  be  directly  against  the  decision  of  the  Vice- 
Chancellor,  which  I  affirmed,  in  Campbell  v.  Mackcof.  (a) 
There^  some  of  the  parties  were  trustees  of  part  only  of 
the  trust  property  in  question;  but  the  trusts  were  so 
united,  by  the  allegations  of  the  bill,  that  the  whole  was 
made  one  fund;  and  first  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  after- 
wards myself  were  of  opinion  that,  in  such  a  state  of  cir- 
cumstances, the  objection  of  multifariousness  could  not 
be  sustained.    If  that  be  so,  according  to  the  decision  in 
Campbell  v.  Mackaifj  when  the  Defendant  is  a  trustee 
only  of  part,  but  which  part  is  so  blended  with  the 
remainder  as  to  make  it  improper  to  separate  it,  is 
greater  fiivour  to  be  shewn  to  a  person  who  becomes 
one  of  the  trustees  by  joining  with  another  trustee  in 
committing  a  breach  of  trust  ?   The  doctrine  of  multi- 
fiu'ioasness  would  be  carried  much  too  far  if  that  were  to 
be  the  case. 


That  would  have  been  the  opinion  which,  independ- 
ently of  any  decision,  I  should  have  formed  upon  prin- 
ciple, and  upon  the  case  of  Campbell.v.Mackai/f  in  which 
both  his  Honor,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  and  myself  concur- 
red. The  presentcase,however,is almost  identical  with  Sal- 
vidgey.Hyde  (i),  not  according  to  the  facts  of  that  case, 

but 


(a)  1  MykM  ^  Crmg,  60S.         (6)  5  Mad.  158.  and  Joe.  151. 
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but  according  to  the  Ikcts  of  the  case  which  Lord  ELdon 
assumed  was  brought  before  him.  In  Salvidge  v.  Hyde 
there  was  not  such  a  union ;  there  was  a  distinct  case 
against  the  Defendant  Lajfingy  who  was  alleged  to  have 
improperly  purchased  part  of  the  testator's  estate.  The 
Vice-Chancellor,  Sir  </•  Leach^  was  of  opinion  that  that 
of  itself  would  not  raise  the  objection  of  multifarious- 
ness, upon  the  ground  that  there  was  one  entire  object, 
namely,  the  admiuistration  of  the  estate. 


When  the  case  came  before  Lord  Eldan^  he  did  not 
go  to  that  extent,  nor  did  he  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Vice-Chancellor.  CuUtford  was  a  trustee  who,  as  well 
as  Layingy  was  alleged  to  have  purchased  part  of  the  trust 
estate.  It  was  there  argued,  at  the  bar,  that  the  land  sold 
to  CuUtford  was  in  part  included  in  the  land  sold  to  Lay- 
ingy  so  that  the  purchases  were  necessarily  connected. 
The  parties  at  the  bar  were  driven  to  that  argument ; 
and  then  Lord  Eldon  says,  '*  If  CuUtford  purchased  for 
himself,  which  he  could  not  do,  and  then  Zioyfiig^  bought 
of  him,  that  would  be  one  thing ;  but  what  charge  is 
there  in  the  bill  that  Laying  purchased  what  CuUifbrd 
bought?  If  an  executor,  having  a  power  to  sell,  agrees 
to  sell  to  A.  B.y  can  a  bill  be  filed  against  him,  and  also 
for  a  general  administration  of  the  estate  ?  He  may 
have  made  infinitely  too  good  a  bargain  with  the  trustee 
to  sell,  one  that  the  Court  would  not  allow  to  stand ; 
but  that  is  no  ground  for  making  him  a  party  to  the 
general  administration.  The  case  must  depend  on  the 
charges  of  the  bill :  they  may  be  such  as  to  unite  per- 
sons who  are  ordinarily  disunited.''  {a)  It  is  impossible 
to  misunderstand  what  Lord  Eldon  means.  He  says,  in 
effect,  "  You  are  proceeding  against  CuUtford,  If  the 
allegation  in  the  bill  connects  the  other  party  with  the 

purchase 

(a)  Joe.  155. 
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parcbase  by  Gtdlifordj  I  don't  dispute  that  he  is  properly 
joined ;  but  here  is  a  failure  of  that  ground,  because 
the  bill  does  not  allege  any  connection  between  the  pur- 
chase by  Culliford  and  the  purchase  by  Laying ;"  and 
upon  that  ground,  obviously,  Lord  Eldon  decided  the 
case ;  namely,  because  the  two  purchases  were  not  con- 
nected. Now,  here  it  is  different ;  because  there  is  one 
property,  one  consideration,  and  it  is  obviously  Impos- 
sible to  proceed  against  one  party  without  the  other. 


Dl 
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I  consider,  therefore,  not  on  general  principles  only, 
bnt  on  the  distinct  authority  of  Lord  Eldonj  that  the 
objection  of  multifariousness  cannot  be  sustained.  The 
case  put  to  him  from  the  bar  in  Salvidge  v.  Hyde^  and 
on  which  he  observes,  was  as  nearly  as  possible  identical 
with  this.     The  demurrer  must  be  over-ruled,  (a) 

Order  reversed. 

(a)  See  Peane  v.  HewUt^  7  Sm.  471. 


SIMPSON  V.  Lord  HOWDEN. 


June  17.  23. 
ili^.  50. 


THE  Master  of  the  Rolls  having  over-ruled  a  general  There  is  no 
demorrer  to  the  biU,  the  Defendant  (Lord  Hawden)  Jjjg'to'"' " 

now  appealed.  ^^^^^  » legal 

^^  instrument  to 

The  bedelifered 
up,  on  the 
ground  of  illegality  which  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  instrument  itself. 
During  the  progress  of  a  railroad  bill  throQgh  parliament,  the  promoters  of  the 
bill  agrae  with  an  owner  of  land  on  the  intended  line,  that,  if  the  bill-  shall  pass, 
they  will  endeavour,  in  the  next  session,  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  parliament  to  a 
deviation  of  the  line. 
Whether  such  an  agreement  is  legal,  qwere? 

Vol.  IIL  H 
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The  allegations  of  the  bill  are  stated  in  the  first 
volume  of  Mr.  Keevl^s  Reports,  (a)  The  first  sentence  of 
the  witnessing  part  of  the  agreement  in  question  should, 
in  conformity  with  the  allegation  in  the  bill,  have  been 
stated  thus ;  viz.,  "  It  was  witnessed  that  Lord  Hamden 
thereby  agreed  that,  on  condition  of  the  stipulations  and 
agreements  thereinafter  contained  being  observed  and 
performed,  he  did  thereby  withdraw  his  opposition  to 
the  bill,  and  give  his  assent  thereto." 


The  prayer  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  might  be  declared 
that  the  agreement  was  against  public  policy,  and  void 
in  law ;  and  that  it  might  be  delivered  up  to  be  can* 
celled;  and  that  the  Defendant  might,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  restrained  from  further  proceeding  at  law,  to 
enforce  payment  of  the  sum  of  5000/.  before  mentioned ; 
and  that,  if  it  should,  for  any  reason,  appear  that  the 
agreement  was  consistent  with  public  policy,  and  that 
the  same  therefore  was  not  void,  and  ought  not  to  be 
delivered  up,  then  it  might  be  declared  that,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  agreement,  the  sum 
of  5000/.  did  not  become  payable  to  the  Defendant, 
except  upon  such  portion  of  the  lands  as  was  described 
in  the  maps  and  plans  deposited  for  the  purposes  of  the 
act,  or  some  part  of  the  same,  being  taken  and  used  by  the 
railway  company,  and  by  way  of  additional  compensation 
above  the  purchase*money  to  be  paid  to  the  Defendant 
for  the  damage  which  his  lands  would  thereby  sustain  ; 
or  that  it  might  be  declared  that  the  condition  and 
stipulation  contained  in  the  agreement  for  the  payment  of 
the  sum  of  5000/.,  upon  any  other  construction  thereof^ 
was  improperly  acquired  and  obtained  from  the  Plaintiff; 
and  that  the  Defendant  might  be  thereupon  restrained 
from  proceeding  at  law  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 

5000/. 
(a)  Page  583. 
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5000/.  until  some  part  of  his  lands  described  in  the 
before-mentioned  maps  and  plans  should  have  been 
taken  and  used  by  the  company. 

The  general  line  of  argument  taken  in  the  Court 
below  was  also  adopted  on  the  appeal ;  but  it  was  further 
contended,  in  support  of  the  demurrer,  that  there  was 
no  jurisdiction  in  equity  to  order  an  instrument  to  be 
delivered  up  upon  the  ground  of  its  illegality,  if  such 
illegality  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  instrument  itself,  g 

The  Solicitoi'-Generalj  Mr.  Koe^  and  Mr.  BetheU^  in 
support  of  the  demurrer. 

Sir  C  fVetkerellj  Mr.  JVigram,  and  Mr  Wilbrahamy  in 
support  of  the  bill. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor. 

Hiis  was  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  over-ruling  a  demurrer;  the  case,  therefore,  must 
depend  altogether  upon  the  statements  in  the  bill.  The 
bill  states  the  formation  of  a  company,  in  the  year  18S5, 
fi>r  the  purpose  of  making  a  railway,  to  be  called  "  The 
York  and  North  Midland  Railway  Company,"  to  which 
the  Plaintiffs  were  subscribers ;  that  the  proposed  rail- 
way, as  described  in  the  plans  deposited  according  to 
the  regulations  of  parliament,  passed  through  part  of 
the  Defendant's  lands  ;  that  afterwards,  and  when  it 
was  too  late  to  alter  the  line,  the  Defendant  expressed 
his  dissent,  and  subsequently  petitioned  the  House  of 
Commons  against  the  bill;  and  that  thereupon  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  Defendant  and 
the  Plaintiffs,  in  their  individual  capacity,  dated  the  ^th 
of  May  1836,  whereby  they  agreed,  in  consideration  of 

H  2  his 
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his  assenting  to  the  bill,  that  they  would  endeavour,  in 
the  next  session,  to  obtain  an  act  to  deviate  the  proposed 
line,  and  to  adopt  another  line ;  and,  within  six  months 
after  the  passing  of  the  act,  pay  him  5000/.  towards 
compensation  for  damage  by  the  deviated  line;   and 
if  they  should  not  succeed,  in  the  following  session,  in 
getting  an  act  for  the  deviated  line,  then  to  pay  so  much 
more,  for  additional  compensation  for  the  original  line, 
as  certain  referees  should  award;  and  should  pay  100/. 
per  acre  for  all  land  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the  rail- 
way.    The  bill  then  states  that  the  act  passed,  and  that 
itwas  provided  that  the  powers  of  taking  land  for  the 
purposes  of  the  act  should  cease,  if  not  exercised  within 
two  years.     It  then  states  that,  after  the  passing  of  the 
bill,  and  before  the  Company  had  taken  any  part  of 
Lord  Hawderis  land,  a  new  and  better  Une  was  sug- 
gested to  them,  avoiding  all  Lord  Hawden*s  land ;  and 
that  they  had  presented  a  petition  to  parliament,  to 
enal^le  them  to  adopt  this  amended  line.     The  bill  then 
alleges  that  the  agreement  was  against  public  policy  and 
illegal,  and  that  it  was  not  intended  that  .the  5000/. 
should  be  paid,  unless  some  damage  was   sustained; 
but  that  Lord  Hawden^  nevertheless,  had  brought  an 
action  for  the  5000/.;  and  prays  that  the  agreement  may 
be  cancelled,  or  that  it  may  be  declared  that  the  5000/. 
was  not  payable  unless  the  land  were  taken ;  and  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  Lord  Hawden  from  proceeding  in 
the  action. 


To  this  bill  a  general  demurrer  was  put  in ;  and  in 
support  of  it  the  argument  was,  first,  that  the  contract 
was  not  void,  as  being  illegal  or  against  public  policy, 
and  that  there  was  therefore  no  ground  for  interfering 
with  the  obligation  imposed  by  it ;  or,  secondly,  if  it  be 
impeachable,  yet,  as  the  grounds  of  objection  to  it  ap- 
pear upon  the   face  of  the  contract  itself,  and  might 
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therefore  be  taken  advantage  of  at  law,  equity  ought 
not  to  interfere. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls,  as  I  am  informed,  decided 
the  case,  and  over-ruled  the  demurrer,  upon  the  first 
point,  not  particularly  alluding  to  the  second. 

To  form  an  opinion  upon  the  first  point,  it  is  necessary 
to  analyse  the  contract  It  is  an  agreement,  in  the  event 
of  the  bill  then  contemplated  passing,  and  the  railroad 
thereby  authorised  being  made,  to  pay  to  Lord  Hawden 
a  certain  sum,  as  compensation  for  the  damage  his  pro- 
perly might  thereby  sustain.  To  make  such  arrange- 
ments before  similar  bills  are  proposed  to  parliament  is 
much  in  the  usual  course,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  ground  of 
many  of  the  assents  given  to  the  passing  of  such  bills. 
In  that  there  is  not  anything  illegal ;  and  the  case  was 
not  put  upon  this  ground. 

Then,  as  to  the  bill  proposed  to  be  introduced  as  a 
substitute  for  that  first  intended  to  be  passed,  namely, 
the  bill  for  the  varied  line,  the  case  is  much  the  same. 
That,  too,  was  an  agreement  for  the  damage  which  in 
such  case  Lord  Hawden  might  sustain,  and  in  that, 
taken  by  itself,  there  would  not  be  any  thing  illegal.  The 
illegality,  however,  is  said  to  consist,  not  in  providing  for 
each  of  these  alternatives,  but  in  the  provision  that  the 
projectors  of  the  first  line,  and  those  who  were  to  advo- 
cate the  bill  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  should  use  their 
best  endeavoui's  to  procure  an  act  for  another  line,  and 
so  to  defeat  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill  which  they 
were  seeking  to  have  passed  into  a  law.  Having  in 
contemplation  an  alteration  in  the  line,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  company  would  interfere  with  the 
lands  in  the  original  line ;  but  the  expectation  that  the 
original  line  would  be  followed,  might,  undoubtedly, 
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operate  upon  the  plans  of  individuals  dealing  with  their 
lands  in  that  line,  as  the  apparent  certainty  that  their 
lands  would  not  be  afiected  by  the  proposed  railway 
might  operate  upon  the  plans  of  individuals  in  the 
neighbourhood  dealing  with  their  lands,  and,  amongst 
others,  of  those  having  lands  in  the  deviated  line.  I^ 
however,  the  contract  grounded  upon  the  deviated  line 
had  not  been  entered  into  until  after  the  first  act  had 
passed,  the  same  inconvenience  might  have  arisen  to 
individuals,  and  yet  no  one  could  have  supposed  that 
such  a  contract,  made  at  that  time,  would  have  been 
illegal.  The  illegality  must,  therefore,  consist  in  this, 
that  it  operates  as  an  inducement  to  persons  applying 
to  parliament  for  certain  powers,  not  to  use  such  powers, 
but  to  endeavour  to  substitute  others  for  them,  by  a 
new  act,  at  a  subsequent  period.  Is  it,  in  short,  con- 
trary to  public  policy,  and  therefore  illegal,  that  persons 
should  apply  to  parliament  for  a  certain  object,  and  for 
certain  powers  to  carry  that  object  into  efiect,  intending, 
at  a  future  period,  to  apply  for  other  powers  to  effect  the 
same  object  ?  But  as,  from  the  opinion  I  have  formed 
upon  the  other  point,  this  question  will  most  probably 
come  on  for  decision  in  another  court,  I  abstain  from 
pursuing  it  any  further. 


The  second  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  the  illegality, 
if  any,  appearing  upon  the  face  of  the  contract,  is  cog- 
nisable at  law,  and  that  equity,  therefore,  ought  not  to 
interfere.  This  must  depend  upon  authority;  it  being 
alleged,  for  the  Defendant,  that  there  was  no  instance 
of  a  court  of  equity  having  entertained  jurisdiction  to 
order  an  instrument  to  be  delivered  up  and  cancelled, 
upon  the  ground  of  illegality,  which  appeared  upon  the 
face  of  it ;  and  in  which  case,  therefore,  there  was  no 
danger  that  the  lapse  of  time  might  deprive  the  party 
to  be  cha)ged  upon  it  of  the  means  of  defence. 

In 
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In  Cdlman  v.  Sorrel  (a),  a  case  is  referred  to,  in  the 
^i|igrument,  as  having  l^^n  then  recently  decided  by  Lord 
^iiiw^ttrlaWf  in  which  he  is  stated  to  have  held,  that,  where 
an  instrument  cannot  be  proceeded  upon  at  law,  there  is 
no  ground  to  come  into  equity  for  relief;  and  in  the  case 
otColman  ▼•  Sarrel  itself  his  lordship  dismissed  the  ori- 
ginal billy  seeking  to  have  a  deed  delivered  up,  although, 
upon  a  cross  bill  seeking  a  performance  of  its  provi- 
sions, he  gave  the  parties  an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
question  of  illegal  consideration  at  law.  In  Franco  v. 
Bolton  {b\  Lord  Thurlaw  allowed  a  demurrer  to  a  bill 
to  set  aside  a  bond,  alleged  to  have  been  given  jtto  turpi 
causa,  after  a  verdict  for  the  obligee,  although  the[illega- 
lity  of  the  consideration  did  not  appear  upon  the  face  of 
the  bond.  In  Gr(n/  v.  Mathias  (c),  a  bill  was  filed  to  set 
aside  a  bond  which  appeared,  upon  the  face  of  it,  to  have 
been  given  pro  turpi  causd.  The  question  of  juris- 
dicuon  upon  that  ground  was  argued ;  and  Chief  Baron 
Macdonaldj  with  the  assent  of  the  three  other  Barons, 
dismissed  the  bill  with  costs,  not  professing  to  decide 
upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  but,  what  amounts  to 
the  same  thing,  that  in  such  a  case  a  court  of  equity 
ought  not  to  interfere ;  stating  that  the  Plaintiff  himself 
alleged  that  the  instrument  was  a  piece  of  waste  paper, 
and  was  good  for  nothing,  upon  the  face  of  it;  that, 
whenever  it  was  produced,  it  would  appear  to  be  goo(| 
for  nothings  the  Plaintiff  himself  alleging  that  he  had 
an  irrefragable  defence  against  it  This  is  a  very  dis- 
tinct authority  against  the  jurisdiction  contended  for 
by  the  Plainti£&.  The  cases  upon  the  Annuity  Acts, 
Bjfne  V.  Vivian  (d),  Byne  v.  Potter  (^),  and  Bromley  v. 
Holland  (g),   all   in  the  fifth  volume  of    Fesey,   and 

the 
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the  latter  case  reported,  upon  appeal,  in  the  seventh 
volume  of  Vesey  (a),  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a{>- 
plicable  to  the  present  case;  for  in  none  of  them  did 
the  circumstance  which  created  the  invalidity  of  the 
transaction  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  deeds,  and  in 
none  of  them  were  the  objections  confined  to  defects 
in  the  memorial,  but  depended  upon  evidence  dehors, 
such  as  the  mode  of  paying  the  consideration,  of 
which  the  evidence  might,  at  a  future  time,  be  lost. 
In  the  latter  of  these  cases,  Bromley  v.  Holland^  Lord 
Jlvardey  expressed  great  doubt  as  to  the  jurisdiction, 
but  thought  himself  bound  by  the  prior  decision  of 
Byne  v.  Vivian.  When  the  same  case  came  before 
Lord  Eld(m{b\  he  expressed  a  similar  opinion  as  to 
the  jurisdiction,  but  supported  it,  in  that  case,  upon 
the  preceding  authorities,  and  by  suggesting  (c)  that,  by 
destroying  the  deed  and  giving  evidence  of  its  contents, 
the  variance  between  the  deed  and  the  memorial  might 
no  longer  appear.  He  also  refers  the  jurisdiction  to 
deliver  up  bills  and  notes  to  a  similar  ground,  viz.  that 
the  evidence  might  be  lost;  and  observes  (d)^  **  There 
is  considerable  difference  between  the  case  of  a  bill  of 
exchange  upon  which,  on  the  face  of  it,  there  can  be  no 
demand,  and  an  instrument  which,  upon  the  &ce  of  it, 
purports  to  affect  real  property ;  and  that  is  to  be  ap- 
plied in  some  measure  to  the  case  of  a  bill  without  a 
stamp;''  and  he  again  says,  '^I  do  not  go  the  length 
that,  if  it  is  clear  that  no  use  can  be  made  of  the  instru- 
ment, that  is  ground  enough  for  the  equitable  juris- 
diction  to  take  it  out  of  the  possession  of  the  party  who 
can  make  no  use  of  it  beneficial  to  himself."  {e)  In 
Jervis  v.  White  (g),  upon  a  motion  by  one  partner  to 

have 
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have  a  bill  delivered  up  which  bad  been  accepted  by 
the  other  partner  in  the  name  of  the  partnership,  there 
are  some  observations  of  Lord  Eldon  which  have  been 
supposed  to  favour  the  jurisdiction  contended  for;  but 
they  must  be  taken  with  reference  to  the  subject  he  was 
discussing,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  which^ 
as  stated  in  the  sixth  volume  of  Vesey  (a),  exhibit  a 
case  of  gross  fraud  in  the  formation  of  the  partnership, 
and,  therefore,  in  the  origin  of  the  legal  obligation 
against  which  protection  was  sought  by  the  bill.  In 
that  case,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  upon  that  statement, 
as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court.  So,  in  Ware  v. 
Hofjnood  (i),  the  &cts,  as  stated  in  the  tenth  volume  of 
Vesey  (c),  amounted  to  gross  fraud  in  the  origin  of  the 
transaction. 


18S7. 


Of  the  general  jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  therefore, 
there  could  be  no  doubt;  and  Lord  Eldon^  in  adverting 
to  the  general  question  of  jurisdiction,  is  so  far  from 
asserting  it  as  was  contended  for  by  the  Plaintiflfs,  that 
he  refers  it  to  cases  in  which  the  legal  question  arises 
incidentally,  or  in  which  *^  the  variety  and  multiplicity 
of  the  suits  that  might  be  brought  at  law  and  in  equity 
famish  some  principle  in  equity,  of  which  the  Court 
will  take  advantage  for  the  purpose  of  deciding,  once  for 
all,  whether  the  securities  be  valid  or  not."  (d)  In  Hoy- 
wardv.  DimsdaU  (^),  the  deed  was  impeached,  upon  the 
groond  of  oppression,  and  because  it  was  executed  in 
contemplation  of  bankruptcy,  and  that  the  sum  stated 
in  it  was  not  what  was  supposed  to  be  due,  but  a  sum 
sapposed  to  be  fiiUy  equal  to  the  debt,  and  therefore 
inserted  as  a  security.     No  illegality  appeared  upon  the 

face 
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face  of  the  deed,  and  many  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  was  impeached  were  purely  equitable.   The  demurrer, 
therefore,  was  necessarily  bad,  and  the  case  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  present    It  is  to  be  observed,  as  to 
one  class  of  cases  generally  referred  to  upon  this  sub- 
ject, viz.,  bills  to  set  aside  annuities,  that  they  not  only 
depend  upon  bets  not  appearing  upon  the  free  of  the 
instrument,  but  that,  except  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  statute  gives  authority  to  set  aside  the  instrument, 
law  affords  a  very  inadequate  remedy;  for,  first,  the  an- 
nuitant may  repeat  his  action  as  ofien  as  the  annuity 
becomes  payable,  and  if  the  invalidity  of  the  annuity  be 
fully  established,  still  the  consideration  money  would 
remain  in  hands  which  ought  not  to  retain  it ;  and  by 
the  mode  in  which  courts  of  equity  deal  with  the  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  annuity  as  against  the  con- 
sideration paid  for  it,  an  account  is  raised  which  a 
court  of  equitjT  alone  can  properly  take.     It  is  not  a 
mere  declaration  of  the  illegality  of  the  instrument,  but 
it  involves  the  duty  of  restoring  the  parties,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  to  their  original  situadon,  which  a  court  of 
equity  alone  can  effect     So,  the  cases  upon  policies  of 
insurance  always  represent  transactions,  which,  if  true, 
would  afford  a  defence  to  an  action,  yet,  as  proceeding 
from  misrepresentation  or  fraudulent  suppression,  clearly 
give  jurisdiction  to  courts  of  equity ;  and,  in  these  cases 
also,  the  return  of  the  premium  would  be  to  be  arranged, 
if  such  cases  were  ever  brought  to  a  hearing,  of  which, 
however,  there  are  very  few  precedents.    In  Jackman  v. 
Mitchell  (a).   Sir  S.  EomiUy  stated  that  there  was  no 
case  of  a  decree  for  delivering  up  a  bond  appearing 
upon  the  face  of  it  to  be  void,  and  referred  to  the  case  of 
Byan  v.  Mackmatk.  (&)    Lord  Eldon  did  not  controvert 
that  proposition,  but  said,  that  the  proposition  did  not 

arise, 

(a)  15  Vei.  581.;  see  p.  585.  (6)  5  Bro.  C.  C.  15. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 


107 


arisei  the  instrument  not  being  bad  upon  the  &ce  of  it» 
but  bad  only  as  it  might  be  proved  to  be  so  aliunde.  In 
Harrington  v.  Du  Chastely  referred  to  by  Lord  EUxm 
in  Brcmley  y.  H6Uand{a)y  and  reported  in],  a  note  in 
the  second  volume  of  Mr.  Sman^offs  Beports  (6),  the 
illegality  did  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  bond» 
and  the  corrupt  contract  was  not  between  the  obligor 
and  obligee;  and,  upon  the  motion  for  the  injunction, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  doubts  whether  a  court 
of  law  could  relieve.  In  Law  v.  Law{c\  the  Lord 
Chancellor  says,  '*  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  this 
bond  is  good  at  law;  wherefore  the  representative  of 
the  obh'gor  is  obliged  to  come  hither  for  relief." 


1837. 


I^  then,  there  be  no  case  in  which  this  jurisdiction  has 
been  exercised,  and  if  I  find  Lord  ThurUm^  in  the  case 
referred  to  in  Coltnan  v.  Sorrel,  and  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Gray  v.  MathiaSy  deciding  against  it ;  Lord 
AlvanUy,  in  Bromley  v.  Holland^  regretting  that  the  juris- 
diction bad  been  assumed  in  the  cases  of  annuities ;  and 
Lord  Eldon,  in  the  same  case,  directly,  and  in  Ware  v. 
Hormood  inferentially,  disclaiming  the  jurisdiction  con- 
tended for ;  it  only  remains  to  be  considered,  whether 
any  such  cogent  reason  exists  in  the  present  case,  as  to 
make  it  my  duty  to  assume  the  jurisdiction,  and  so,  for 
the  first  time,  to  establish  a  precedent  for  it 


Now,  I  find  no  fact  stated  in  this  bill  impeaching  the 
legality  of  the  instrument,  beyond  what  appears  upon 
the  fieu»  of  the  instrument.  If  there  should  be  a  decree 
for  the  Plaintifis,  it  would  be  merely  to  deliver  it  up — no 
consequential  relief,  no  account  to  be  taken,  no  pro- 
vision for  restoring  the  parties  to   their  original  po- 

sition« 
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sitioD.  Whether  the  Defendant  proceed  in  the  action 
he  has  brought,  or  bring  another,  the  same  questions 
must  be  raised  and  decided  at  law  as  are  raised  in  the 
bill.  Why  should  a  court  of  equity,  in  this  case, 
assume  to  itself  the  decision  of  a  mere  legal  question, 
contrary  to  its  usual  practice  ?  Would  it  do  so  if  a  lull 
were  filed  to  have  a  note  or  bill  delivered  up  drawn 
upon  unstamped  paper,  or  upon  a  wrong  stamp  ?  Bat 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  retaining  such  a  bill  ? 
Unless  an  injunction  were  granted,  the  action  would 
proceed.  If  the  Plaintiff  at  law  were  to  recover,  it  can 
hardly  be  supposed  that  this  Court  would  restrain  ex- 
ecution, upon  its  own  opinion  of  a  point  of  law,  after  a 
court  of  law  had  decided  it  in  favour  of  the  demand- 
That  a  party  has  not  effectually  availed  himself  of  a 
defence  at  law,  or  that  a  court  of  law  has  erroneously 
decided  a  point  of  pure  law,  is  no  ground  for  equitable 
interference;  and  if  the  Defendants  at  law  obtain  a 
verdict,  and  the  illegality  of  the  instrument  be  thereby 
established,  the  whole  object  of  the  Plaintifis  in  equi^ 
will  be  obtained.  Is  it,  then,  a  case  in  which  a  Court 
of  equity  will,  by  injunction,  restrain  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  action,  and  take  to  itself  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  this  legal  question  ?  I  apprehend  not ;  for 
not  only  will  the  Court  wish,  in  some  way,  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  a  court  of  law  upon  a  purely  legal  question, 
but,  by  permitting  the  action  to  proceed,  it  will  afford  to 
the  parties  the  most  speedy,  cheap,  and  satisfactoiy 
means  of  deciding  the  question  between  them. 


As  to  the  points  raised  by  the  bill,  whether,  in  the 
events  which  have  happened,  the  Plainti£&  in  equity  are 
liable  to  pay  the  5000/.,  it  is  purely  a  question  of  con- 
struction, which  may  be  dealt  with  at  law  quite  as  well 
as  in  equity,  and  which,  therefore,  cannot  affect  the 
question  of  jurisdiction. 

In 
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In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  any  decision  in  favour  1887. 
of  the  juris€liction  contended  for  by  the  Plaintiffs,  and 
with  the  authorities  against  it  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  seeing  no  benefit  which  can  arise,  in  this  or  any 
other  such  case,  from  this  Court  assuming  the  juris- 
diction, I  am  of  opinion  that  the  demurrer  ought  to  be 
allowed. 


TAYLOR  and  Another  v.  SALMON  and  Another. ♦     •^«§'  29.  su 

Aug.  10. 

TN  the  month  of  June  18S6,  the  Defendant  Salmon  Where  a 

entered  into  an  agreement  with  Lord  DunaUy  for  against  whom 

a  lease  of  certain  mines  in  Ireland;  and  on  the  7th  of  *"  ^\^^  ^^^ 

a  serjeant-at- 
Jamwry  1837  the  Plaintiffs  filed  their  bill,  stating  that  arms  has 

&rfmon  had  entered  into  the  agreement,  as  the  agent  and  ^^^^^^^l^^ 

on  behalf  of  the  Plaintiffs,  and  praying  to  have  the  and  nm  at 

benefit  of  the  agreement     To  this  bill  the  Defendant  beenreturocd 

Salmon  filed  a  demurrer,   which,   on  arimment,   was  files  his  an- 

swcr  and 
allowed,  with  liberty  to  amend;  and   on   the  14th  of  gets  the  cora- 

Februaru  1837  the  bill  was  amended.  mon  order  for 

*^  cleanog  his 

contempt  on 

The  time  for  answering  the  amended  bill,  according  to  Jo^tTand^the 

the  new  orders,  expired  on  the  18th  of  April  1^37 ;  and  answer  is 

on  the  22d  of  April  a  warrant  was  taken  out  for  further  gQcceMful!y 

time  to  answer :   on  the  same  day  an  attachment  was  excepted  to 

.    -    for  insuffi- 
seaied  ciency,  the 
•  Ex  relatione  Mr.  Wakefield,  plaintiff  is  en- 

titled to  take 
up  and  go  on  with  the  process  of  contempt  from  the  point  at  which  it  was  stopped 
by  the  order  for  clearing  the  contempt:  and  therefore  a  sequestration,  for  want  of 
an  answer  to  the  exceptions,  sued  out  immediately  on  the  defendant's  submitting 
to  answer  them,  and  a  consequential  order  to  take  the  bill  pro  confeuo^  are  regular. 
Under  the  circumstances,  a  defendant  who  had  got  into  contempt  to  a  seques- 
tration for  want  of  an  answer,  and  against  whom  an  order  for  taking  the  bill  pro 
eomfetio  had  been  obtained,  and  a  decree  made  accordingly,  was  allowed,  notwith- 
standing, upon  certain  terms,  and  upon  paying  the  costs  of  all  the  prior  proceedings, 
to  put  in  an  answer,  with  a  view  to  th6  cause  being  regulai^ly  heard. 
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1837.  sealed  against  the  Defendant  Salmon  for  want  of  an 
answer,  and  the  attachment  having  priority  to  the  war- 
rant, the  warrant  was  abandoned.  On  the  29th  of 
Aprils  an  order  was  obtained  for  a  serjeant-at-arms. 
On  the  12th  of  May,  a  return  of  Non  est  inventus  was 
made  to  that  process,  and  on  the  same  day  the  answer 
was  filed.  On  the  ISth  of  May,  the  Defendant  Salmon 
obtained  the  usual  order  for  clearing  his  contempt,  and 
paid  the  costs. 

Seventeen  exceptions  were  afterwards  taken  to  the 
answer,  and  on  the  2d  of  June  the  Defendant  submitted 
to  answer  the  exceptions.  On  the  following  day  (the 
Sd  of  June),  the  Plaintiffs  obtained  an  order  for  a  se- 
questration, for  want  of  an  answer  to  the  exceptions, 
and,  on  the  6th  of  June,  an  order  to  take  the  bill  pro 
confesso.  The  Defendant,  on  the  7th  of  June  (the  order 
of  the  6th  of  June  not  having  been  drawn  up,  and  the 
Defendant  having  no  notice  of  it),  filed  his  answer  to 
the  exceptions ;  and,  on  the  8th  of  June,  the  order  to 
take  the  hUlpro  confesso  yrBS  drawn  up,  passed,  entered, 
and  served. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  to 
discharge  the  orders  for  a  sequestration,  and  for  taking 
the  bill  pro  confesso,  for  irregularity.  That  application 
was  refused  with  costs ;  and,  on  the  16th  pf  June,  an 
order  was  made  to  take  the  further  answer  off  the  file 
with  costs. 

On  the  SOth  otjune,  notice  was  given  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  would  be  moved  to  discharge  the  orders  of  the 
3d,  6th,  and  16th  of  June,  respectively,  for  irregularity  ; 
or  that  the  orders  of  the  6th  and  16th  of  June  might  be 
discharged  on  such  terms  as  the  Court  should  think  fit; 
or  that  the  order  of  the  6th  of  June  might  be  dis- 
charged, 
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charged,  and  the  Defendant  Salmon  be  at  liberty  to  file     ^  18S7« 
an  answer  to  the  exceptions. 

On  the  28th  of  Jidj/y  the  cause  was  heard  as  a  short 
cause,  and  the  Plaintiffs'  bill  read  as  confessed,  and  a 
decree  made.  On  the  29th  and  3 1  st  of  Jidt/y  the  motion 
was  made,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  Mr.  Wake^ 
JkU  and  Mr.  Wrm/y  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wigram  and 
Mr.  Ijoftus  Wigram. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  held  that  the  proceedings 
had  been  regular ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  Defendant  ought  to  be  allowed  to  put 
in  his  answer  to  the  exceptions,  and  directed  the  draught 
of  such  intended  answer  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
Plaintiffs*  solicitor. 

This  was  done,  and  certain  objections  in  writing  were 
made  thereto,  which  were  submitted  to,  and  the  draught 
altered  accordingly. 

On  the  loth  o(  August,  the  matter  was  again  brought 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor;  when  his  Lordship  ordered 
that  the  order  of  the  6th  oijune  should  be  discharged ; 
that  the  Defendant  Salmon  should  file  such  draught 
answer  within  a  week,  and  should  produce,  and  leave 
with  his  clerk  in  court  for  the  usual  purposes,  the 
several  letters  and  papers  mentioned  in  that  and  in  his 
former  answer  to  be  in  his  possession ;  and  that,  if  the 
Plaintiff  should  except  to  the  further  answer,  and  such 
answer  be  held  insufficient,  the  Plaintiff  should  not  take 
up  the  old  process  of  contempt,  but  should  commence 
a  new  process  of  contempt;  and  that  the  Defendant 
should  consent  to  the  hearing  of  the  cause  being  ad- 
vanced as  soon  as  publication  should  have  passed,  and 

should. 
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18S7. 


Tatlor 
Salmon. 


should,  within   a  week,   pay  the  costs  of  the  several 
motions  so  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  of  this  application. 

No  express  notice  was  taken  of  the  decree,  and  no 
order  was  made  with  respect  to  the  costs  of  obtaining  it ; 
but  the  decree,  which  rested  in  minutes,  although  men- 
tioned, was  treated  as  rendered  a  nullity  by  the  order 
now  made. 


Jan.  30. 
Nov.  15. 

When  an 
estate  is  li- 
mited to  such 
uses  as  a 
purchaser 
shall  appoint, 
andy  subject 
thereto,  to  the 
usual  uses  to 
bar  dower,  an 
appointment 
made  under 
the  power 
will,  in  equity, 
as  well  as  at 
law,  overreach 
anj^  judgments 
which  may,  in 
the  mean 
time,  have 
been  entered 
up  against 
the  purchaser; 
and  the  cir- 
cumstance 
that  the  ap- 
pointee  talkes 
with  notice  of 
the  judgments, 
will  mSke  no 
diherence  in 
tLis  respect.. 


SKEELES  V.  SHEARLY. 

I^Y  indentures  of  lease  and  release  of  the  17th 
■^  and  18th  of  December  1819,  a  real  estate,  si- 
tuate at  BtdJ^s  CrosSf  in  the  parish  of  Enfield^  in  Mid- 
dlesexy  was  conveyed  to  William  Cooky  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  hold  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns;  but 
nevertheless  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  such  person  or 
persons,  for  such  estate  or  estates,  either  absolute  or 
conditional,  with  or  without  power  of  revocation,  and 
subject  to,  by,  with,  or  under  such  other  powers, 
provisoes,  conditions,  and  decbrations,  and  in  such 
manner,  in  all  respects,  as  Cook,  by  any  deed  or  deeds, 
writing  or  writings,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  attested  by 
two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  or  by  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  writing,  or  any  writing  in  the  nature  of  or 
purporting  to  be  his  last  will  and  testament,  or  any 
codicil  thereto^  to  be  by  him  signed,  sealed,  published, 
and  delivered  in  the  presence  of,  and  attested  by,  three 
or  more  credible  witnesses,  should  direct,  limit,  or 
appoint,  convey,  devise,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the 
same;  and  in  default  of,  and  in  the  mean  time,  and 
until  such  direction,  limitation,  or  appointment,  convey- 
ance, devise,  or  other  disposition,  should  be  made,  and 

in 
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in  case  any  such  should  be  made,  then  as  to  and  con-  ISS7. 
cerning  all  such  part  or  parts  as  should  not  be  appointed 
or  disposed  of  in  or  by  such  direction,  limitation,  or 
appointment,  conveyance,  devise,  or  other  disposition, 
or  pass  by  virtue  thereof,  to  the  use  of  Cook  and  his 
assigns  during  his  natural  life ;  with  remainder  to  the 
use  of  James  Bacon,  his  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  during  the  natural  life  of  Cook,  in  trust  for 
Co(A  and  his  assigns,  and  to  be  conveyed  or  disposed 
of  as  he  or  they  should  direct  or  appoint ;  with  re- 
mainder to  the  use  of  Cook,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever. 

In  the  month  of  May  1824,  Cordelia  Skeeles  lent  to 
Codk  the  sum  of  1000/. ;  for  the  repayment  of  which 
sum,  with  interest,  she  took  his  bond,  dated  the  1 0th  of 
May  1824.  In  the  year  1828,  the  Plaintiff,  Sophia  Ann 
Skeeles,  as  the  executrix  of  Cordelia  Skeeles,  brought  an 
action,  upon  the  bond,  in  the  Court  of  Kong's  Bench, 
and  recovered  a  verdict  and  judgment  against  Cook,  for 
the  sum  of  1230/.,  for  principal  and  interest.  The 
judgment  was  duly  entered  and  docketed,  and  was 
registered,  at  the  Middlesex  Registration  Office,  on  the 
22d  of  July  1828. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  appointment  and  release, 
of  the  17th  and  19th  of  July  1830,  it  was  witnessed 
that  Cook,  by  force  of  the  powers  or  authorities  to  him 
for  that  purpose  given  or  limited  by  the  indentures  of  the 
17th  and  18th  of  December  1819,  did  direct,  limit,  and 
appoint,  convey,  and  otherwise  dispose  of  the  estate  in 
question,  to  the  use  of  the  Defendant,  William  Shearly, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever;  but  subject  to  the  pro- 
visoes thereinafter  expressed  ;  and  it  was  also  witnessed 
that  Cook  released  and  confirmed  the  same  estate  to 

Vol.  hi.  I  Shearly 
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1857.  Shearljf  and  his  heirs>  to  hold  unto  and  to  the  use  of 
Shearfyy  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  but  subject  to 
the  provisoes  thereinafter  expressed.  The  deed  of  ap- 
pointment and  release  contained,  amongst  other  things,  a 
proviso  for  the  reconveyance  of  the  premises  in  question, 
and  of  other  lands,  upon  payment  by  Cook  to  Shearly  of 
the  sum  of  4500/.  and  interest;  and  a  proviso  that,  in 
case  of  non-payment,  Shearly  might  sell  the  premises;  and, 
further,  a  proviso  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  Cook^ 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns  at  any 
time  before  July  1835,  to  oblige  Shearly,  his  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  to  receive  the  sum  of  4500/., 
or  any  part  of  it ;  and  a  proviso  that  in  case  that  sum 
should  not  be  paid  at  or  before  that  time,  then  it  should 
not  be  lawful  for  Cooky  at  any  time  before  July  1840,  to 
oblige  Shearfyy  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
to  receive  the  amount,  or  any  part  of  it.  The  sum  of 
8500/.,  part  of  the  sum  of  4500/.,  secured  by  the  last- 
mentioned  deeds,  was  die  amount  of  a  mortgage  upon 
other  lands,  which  had  been  previously  made  by  Coot 
to  other  parties,  and  which  was  now  transferred  to 
Skearly. 

In  the  month  of  November  1830,  the  Pkintiff  sued 
out  a  writ  of  elegit  upon  her  judgment;  and  on  the  22d 
of  November  1830,  the  sheriff  of  Middlesex  extended  a 
moiety  of  the  estate  in  question,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Plaintiff,  but  did  not  deliver  actual  possession  to  her. 
The  Plaintiff  then  brought  an  action  of  ejectment 
against  the  tenant  in  possession,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
covering actual  possession  of  the  lands  which  had  been 
extended.  This  ejectment  was  defended  by  Shearly^ 
as  landlord,  who  gave  in  evidence  the  deeds  of  the  17th 
and  19th  of  July  1830  at  the  trial;  and  thereupon,  the 
Plaintiff  was  nonsuited. 

In 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  1830,  Cook  left  this  country,        1837. 
and  continued  from  thenceforward  to  reside  abroad. 


The  present  bill  was  filed  on  the  19th  of  January 
1833,  alleging  that  the  Plaintiff  had  discovered  that  the 
Defendant,  Shearly^  at  the  date  of  the  mortgage  deeds 
oijtdy  1830,  had  notice  of  the  debt  due  to  the  Plaintifl^ 
and  of  the  judgment  which  she  had  recovered  against 
Cook.  The  bill  charged  not  only  that  Shearly  had  such 
notice,  but  also  that  it  was  understood  between  Cook 
and  Shearly  that  the  sum  of  1000/.,  which  was  advanced 
by  Shearly^  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  3500/.,  the  amount 
of  the  previous  mortgage,  should  be  applied  in  payment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  Plaintiff;  and  that,  in  fact,  that 
sum  of  ]  000/L  was  not  paid  over  by  Shearly  to  Cook^  at 
or  previously  to  the  execution  of  the  mortgage  deeds  of 
Jtdy  1830,  but  was  retained  by  Shearly  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  Plaintiff's  debt.  The  bill  also  charged 
that,  in  case  it  should  appear  that  Shearly  was  en- 
titled to  any  incumbrance  prior  to  the  Plaintiff's  lien 
by  virtue  of  her  judgment,  then  the  Plaintiff  was  en- 
tided  to  redeem  such  prior  incumbrance. 

The  prayer  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  might  be  declared 
that  the  Plaintiff  had,  by  virtue  of  her  judgment,  a  lien 
or  charge  on  the  lands  prior  to  any  incumbrance  vested 
in  Shearly,  and  that  he  might  be  decreed  to  deliver  up 
to  the  Plaintiff  the  possession  of  such  part  of  the  lands 
as  had  been  extended,  and  might  be  restrained  from 
setting  up  any  legal  estate  to  defeat  the  Plaintiff's  title 
to  recover  in  any  action  of  ejectment ;  or,  in  case  the 
Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  Shearly  was  entitled 
to  any  incumbrance,  charge,  or  security  prior  to  the 
Plaintiff's  charge,  then  that  it  might  be  declared  that 
the  Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  redeem  every  such  prior 
charge. 

I  2  The 
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1837.  The  Defendant  Shearfyj  by  his  answer,  denied  that, 

at  the  time  at  which  the  mortgage  to  him  was  executed, 
he  had  notice  of  the  Plaintiff's  debt,  or  of  her  bond,  or 
action,  or  judgment,  and  stated  that  the  sum  of  4t500L 
was  paid  over  by  him  (the  Defendant)  to  Cookj  for  his 
general  purposes,  and  for  no  others,  previously  to  the 
execution  of  the  mortgage.  The  fact  of  the  mortgage 
being  irredeemable  before  the  year  18S5  did  not  appear 
upon  the  pleadings. 

There  was  some  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff 
to  shew  that  the  Defendant  iSAeari^s  solicitor  had  notice, 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  mortgage,  of  the 
Plaintiff's  judgment;  and  that  the  1000/.  was  retained 
by  the  solicitor  to  satisfy  that  judgment. 

There  was  evidence,  however,  on  the  part  of  the 
Defendant  Shearly^  to  shew  that  the  1000/.  was  pud  by 
him  to  Cook. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  having,  at  the  hearing,  dismissed 
the  bill  with  costs  (a),  the  Plaintiff  now  appealed. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Stuart^  in  support  of  the  ap- 
peal. 

It  is  true  that  the  case  of  Doe  dem.  Wigan  v.  Jones  (6), 
has  decided  that,  at  law,  the  lien  of  a  judgment  creditor 
is  defeated  by  the  subsequent  exercise  of  a  power  of 
appointment,  created  by  a  deed  of  a  prior  date  to  the 
judgment ;  and  that  that  case  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Vice-Chancellor  in  Tunstall  v.  Trappes  (c),  and  Eaton 
V.  Sanxter.  {d)    The  principle  upon  which  the  case  of 

Doe 

(a)  8  Sm.  153.  (c)  3  Sim.  S86. 

{b)  10  B.  i  C.  459.  (d)  6  Sim.  517. 
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Doe  dem.  Wigan  v.  Jones  was  decided  was,  that,  by  the  18^7. 
power  of  appointment,  the  appointee  takes  as  if  his 
estate  had  been  limited  to  him  by  the  deed  creating  the 
power.  This  is,  however,  a  mere  arbitrary  and  anomalous 
technical  decision  at  the  common  law,  and,  if  followed 
out  to  its  foil  extent,  would  produce  the  greatest  in- 
justice ;  for  not  only  would  it  over-reach  any  judgment 
creditor  who  might  even  be  in  possession  under  an  elegit, 
at  the  date  of  the  appointment,  but  it  would  defeat  all 
estates  which  the  donee  of  the  power  might  have  created 
by  conveyance ;  and  yet  it  has  long  been  firmly  settled 
that  all  contracts  and  conveyances  of  the  donee  are 
good  against  subsequent  appointees,  upon  the  principle 
that  a  man  shall  not  be  allowed  to  derogate  from  his 
own  grant,  or  make  a  fraudulent  use  of  the  rules  or 
principles  of  law.  On  this  ground  a  recovery  would 
always  let  in  prior  estates,  charges,  or  incumbrances, 
created  by  the  tenant  in  tail;  5  Cruisers  Digest,  432. 
3d  ed.,  2  Stdgden  on  Powers,  22.  25,  26.  S7.,  Goddard 
V.  Complin  (a).  Beck  v.  Welsh  (ft),  CapeFs  Case  (c), 
CholmUjfs  Case  (d).  Doe  dem.  Mitchinson  v.  Carter  {e), 
Shee  V.  Hale  [g\  Garth  v.  Ersfield.  (A)  It  will  be  said, 
however,  tliat  a  judgment  recovered  against  a  debtor 
cannot  be  considered  as  the  debtor's  own  act,  and  that 
therefore  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  in  allowing  him 
to  defeat  it :  but  it  is  not  true  that  a  party  is  prevented 
from  defeating  his  own  acts  only ;  for,  in  the  case  of  a 
bankrupt  who  has  an  estate,  subject  to  a  power  of  ap- 
pointment exerciseable  by  himself,  the  conveyance  of 
the  estate  by  the  commissioners  is  not  a  voluntary  act 

of 

(a)  I  CmCh  1 19.  (e)  8  T.  B.  500. 

(6)  I  WiU.Q76.  (g)  13  Km.  404. 

(c)  1  Rep.  61  b.  (h)  Sir  J.  Bridgman's  Rep.  2S. 

{d)  9  Rep.  50a. 
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18S7.       of  the  bankrupt,  but  yet  it  is  one  which  he  was  never 
allowed  to  defeat ;  Doe  dem.  Coleman  v.  Britain,  (a) 

At  all  events,  a  party  who,  like  the  Defendant  Shearfy^ 
takes  under  an  appointment,  with  notice  of  a  prior  judg- 
ment—  and  any  notice  is  sufficient  —  will  be  postponed 
to  that  judgment,  upon  the  common  principles  of  courts 
of  equity ; '  JTiomas  v.  Pledwell  (ft),  Hine  v.  Dodd  (c), 
Davis  V.  The  Earl  of  Strathmore  (d)^  Taylor  v.  S/ift- 
bert.  {e)  A  purchaser  for  value  with  notice  is  in  no 
better  situation  than  a  voluntary  purchaser  or  appointee, 
who  would  be  a  trustee  for  the  creditors  of  the  grantor 
or  appointor. 

The  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  redeem ;  for  the  Defendant 
has  not  stated,  in  his  answer,  that  the  mortgage  deed 
contained  a  clause  providing  that  the  estate  should  not 
be  redeemed  till  the  year  1835;  and  if  he  had  insisted 
upon  that  clause  by  his  answer,  it  would  be  very  doubtful 
whether  a  mortgagee  was  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  a 
clause  to  enter  into  possession  of  the  estate,  and  then 
to  tell  the  mortgagor  that  he  should  not,  for  ten  years, 
be  at  liberty  to  inquire  whether,  by  receipt  of  rents  and 
profits,  the  mortgage  debt  had  not  been  satisfied. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  an  opinion  that 
the  appeal  could  not  be  supported,  and  said  that  he 
would  not  trouble  the  counsel  for  the  Respondent  to 
argue  in  support  of  the  decree,  unless,  upon  looking 
into  the  cases  referred  to,  his  Lordship  should  think  it 
necessary  so  to  do. 


Mr. 


(a)  2J3.4rAld. 95.  (d)  16  Ves,4l9. 

(b)  7  Fm.  AL  63.  pi.  5.  {<?)  2  Ves.jun.  457. 

(c)  2Ati.275. 
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Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Bazalgetie  were  to  hare  Bup-        18S7. 
ported  the  decree. 


7%^  Lord  Chancellor.  2^^^^  15^ 

In  this  case,  the  Plaintiff  is  a  judgment  creditor  of 
William  Cookf  and  as  such  claims  as  an  incumbrancer 
upon  the  estate  in  question,  as  first  incumbrancer;  and, 
if  not  to  be  considered  as  first  incumbrancer,  then,  as 
second  incumbrancer,  she  claims  to  redeem  a  mortgage 
vested  in  William  Shearfy.  The  Plaintiff's  judgment  is 
of  the  date  of  the  22d  of  July  1828.  In  November  1830 
she  sued  out  an  elegiif  and  the  bill  states  that,  having 
brought  an  ejectment  to  obtain  possession,  she  was  non- 
suited upon  production  of  Shearly*s  mortgage,  which 
was  executed  in  Jtdy  1830. 

The  title  of  William  Cook  to  the  estate  in  question  is 
under  a  conveyance  of  December  1819,  by  which  the 
property  was  conveyed  to  him  and  his  heirs,  to  the  use 
of  such  persons,  and  for  such  estates,  and  in  such 
manner  as  he  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  and  sub- 
ject thereto,  and  in  default  thereof,  to  him  in  fee.  This 
power  he  executed  by  deeds  of  July  1830,  appointing 
the  estate  in  question  to  the  Defendant  William  Shearh/y 
in  fee,  subject  to  redemption  by  himself  upon  repayment 
of  4500/.;  of  which  3500/.  was  a  mortgage  before  charged 
upon  other  property,  and  1000/.  was  then  advanced  by 
Shearly. 

Two  points  were  made  by  the  bill:  first,  that  the 
Plaintiff's  judgment  was  a  lien  upon  the  property  prior 
to  Shearb/s :  secondly,  that  Shearly,  at  the  time  of  his 
mortgage,  had  notice  of  the  Plaintiff's  judgment ;  and 
that  the  1000/.  was  to  be  advanced  by  him  for  the  pur- 

I  4  pose 


^^ 
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1837.  pose  of  discharging  the  Plaintiff's  debt;  and  that  be 
did  not  pay  it  to  the  mortgagor,  but  retained  it  in 
order  to  pay  the  Plaintiff.  Upon  both  these  points  I 
concur  in  opinion  with  the  Vice- Chancellor,  and  think 
that  the  Plaintiff  has  no  such  title  as  she  contends  for. 

It  was  not  disputed  that,  at  law,  by  the  execution  of  the 
power,  the  estate  limited  in  default  of  its  being  executed 
ceased  and  was  defeated;  and  that  the  estates  limited  under 
the  power  took  effect  from  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the 
power,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  contained 
in  the  deed  creating  the  power,  and,  consequently,  that 
the  estate  which  William  Cook  had  at  the  date  of  the 
judgment,  and  which  was  sought' to  be  recovered  in  the 
ejectment,  no  longer  existed ;  and  that  the  effect  of  the 
elegit  was  therefore  defeated,  as  in  Doe  dem.  Wigan  v. 
Jones*  {a)  But  it  was  argued  that  this  was  not  so  in 
equity.  No  authority  was  cited  for  the  distinction ;  but  it 
was  argued  that  it  must  be  so,  because  a  person  claiming 
under  the  voluntary  execution  of  a  general  power  would 
hold  the  property,  in  equity,  as  assets  of  the  appointor, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ;  and  that  a  purchaser  for 
value,  with  notice,  is  in  the  same  situation  as  a  voluntary 
purchaser.  It  is  the  latter  part  of  the  proposition  which 
fails,  as  that  rule  does  not  apply  against  a  purchaser 
for  valuable  consideration,  although  taking  under  a 
voluntary  appointee :  George  y.Milbanke.{b)  It  then  was 
said  that  fines  and  recoveries  operated  to  give  effect  to 
charges  upon  the  tenant  in  tail ;  but  the  estate  in  this 
case  sought  to  be  affected  by  the  charge  is  not  the  estate 
of  the  party  from  whom  the  charge  is  due,  but  the 
estate  of  a  purchaser  for  value,  and  which  estate  never 
was  the  property  of  the  debtor.     The  Plaintiff  is  merely 

ajudg- 

(tf)  10  2?.  4-  C.  459.  (b)  9  Vet.  1 90. 
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a  judgment  creditor,  without  any  lien  by  contract  or        1837. 
other  title  than  what  her  judgment  gives  her. 

As  to  the  second  point,  if  the  Plaintiff  has  no  lien 
upon  the  estate  created  by  the  appointment,  the  alleged 
notice  is  immaterial;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  sup- 
posed by  the  bill  that  a  species  of  trust  was  created 
in  the  Plaintiff's  favour  as  to  the  1000/.  For  this  there 
is  no  pretence  ;  the  Plaintiff  was  no  party  to  the  trans- 
action, and  the  whole  4500/.  is  proved  to  have  been 
paid  by  Siearly ;  3 500L  to  the  prior  mortgagees,  and 
1000/.  to  the  solicitor  of  Cook.  It  is  quite  immaterial 
whether  it  was  the  object  of  borrowing  that  sum  that 
the  Plaintifi^s  debt  should  be  paid  with  it.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  transaction  to  give  her  a  lien  upon  the 
property,  in  preference  to  the  mortgage  of  Shearly. 

Assuming  these  points  to  be  against  the  Plaintiff,  still 
she  b  a  judgment  creditor,  and  as  such,  the  bill  seeks  to 
redeem  Skearh/s  mortgage,  the  equity  of  redemption 
being  now,  under  the  appointment,  vested,  in  fee,  in  WiU 
liam  Cook  :  but  this  view  of  the  case  is  met  by  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Defendant  Shearh/s  mortgage  deeds,  by 
which  it  appears  that  his  mortgage  is  not  redeemable 
before  July  1835,  and  the  bill  was  filed  in  ]  833.  Every 
part,  therefore,  of  the  Plaintiff's  case  fails ;  and  I  en- 
tirely concur  in  the  judgment  of  the  Vice- Chancellor, 
in  dismissing  the  bill  with  costs;  to  which  must  now  be 
added  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 
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1837. 


^tfg.9,  10,11. 

The  executors 
of  a  deceased 
trustee,  hav- 
ing admitted 
the  receipt  of 
assets  which 
would  have 
been  sufficient 
to  answer  a 
partitailar 
breach  of  trust 
committed  by 
their  testator, 
besides  his 
other  debts, 
held  charge- 
able with  the 
loss  occa- 
sioned by  such 
breach  of 
trust,  al- 
though they 
had  paid  all 
his  debts  of 
which  they 
had  any 
knowledge 
out  of  the 
assets,  and 
had  distri- 
buted the 
whole  surplus 
among  his 
residuary 
legatees  many 
years  before, 
and  at  a 
time  when 
the^  had  no 
notice  of  the 
breach  of 
trust,  or  of 
any  claim  in 
respect  of  it. 


KNATCHBULL  v.  FEARNHEAD. 

npmS  suit  was  instituted  in  the  year  1833,  by  per- 
sons  interested  in  a  sum  of  5000/.,  which,  in  the 
year  1801,  had  been  vested  in  John  Bradshaw  and 
George  Sayer,  upon  certain  trusts  for  the  beneBt  of  the 
children  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU  by  Dame 
Mary  Knatchbull  his  wife.  The  object  of  the  suit  was 
to  charge  the  personal  representatives  of  the  trustees, 
both  of  whom  were  dead,  with  the  loss  consequent  on 
a  breach  of  trust  which  they  were  alleged  to  have  com- 
mitted in  paying  over  the  trust  fund  to  the  late  Sir 
Edward  KnatchbuUj  who  was  entitled  to  a  life  interest  in 
the  fund,  and  by  whom  it  h%d  never  been  replaced. 

The  acts  complained  of  as  constituting  the  breach  of 
trust  took  place  in  the  years  1801  and  1804*  respect- 
ively. The  late  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  died  in  the 
month  of  September  1819,  leaving  ten  children  by 
Dame  Mary^  his  wife.  Two  of  those  children  after- 
wards died  under  age :  of  the  surviving  eight,  all  of 
whom  were  parties  to  the  suit,'  some  as  PlaintiiFs  and 
others  as  Defendants,  several  were  still  infants.  Sayer^ 
one  of  the  trustees,  died  in  the  month  of  May  1814, 
leaving  the  Defendants  Catherine  Sayer^  Nicholas  R. 
Tokey  and  Edward  Cage  his  executrix  and  executors, 
who  duly  proved  his  will.  Bradshaw,  the  other  trustee, 
died  in  the  year  1823,  and  his  will  was  proved  by  the 
Defendants  Feamhead  and  Tipler.  {a) 

The 

(a)  From  the  pleadings  it  ap-      mistake,  and  it  was  stated  that 
peared  that  Bradshaw  died  in  the      Bradshaw  died  in  the  year  above 
lifetime  of  Sayer;  but  this  was      mentioned, 
admitted  at  the  bar  to  be  a 


FSA&KHSAO. 
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The  answer  of  the  Defendants,  the  personal  repre-        18S7. 
sentatives  of  Sat/er,  among  other  things,  stated,  that  ^^^^^^^^ 
their  testator  died  in  the  year  1814;  and  that  they  had  «. 

received  assets  of  his  estate  sufficient  to  pay  all  his 
debts  which  had  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  also  to 
answer  the  5000/.  in  question,  in  case  the  Court  should 
be  of  opinion  that  their  testator's  estate  was  liable  for 
the  same.  It  further  stated,  that  the  will  of  their  tes- 
tator, after  giving  divers  specific  and  pecuniary  legacies, 
bequeathed  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  to  the 
Defendants,  his  executrix  and  executors,  upon  trust,  to 
be  divided  among  all  his  children,  except  his  eldest 
son ;  and  that  they  had  paid  all  the  legacies,  and,  many 
years  ago  (a),  paid  and  divided  the  residue  of  the  per- 
sonal estate  among  the  residuary  legatees ;  and  chat  they 
had  not  any  fund  out  of  which  to  answer  any  demand 
which  might  be  established  by  the  Plaintiffs  against  his 
estate.  The  same  Defendants  by  their  answer  also 
stated,  that  they  were  wholly  ignorant  of  the  existence 
of  any  such  trust  as  in  the  bill  alleged  until  the  year 
1830. 

By  the  Master's  report,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
decree  pronounced  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  it  was, 
among  other  things,  found  that  a  sum  of  1612/.  I65., 
(being  part  of  the  trust  fund,)  which  in  the  year  1802 
bad  been  invested  in  the  purchase  of  2393/.  155.  4c/. 
3  per  cent,  consols,  in  the  joint  names  of  Styer  and 
BradshaWy  had  been  afterwards  sold  out,  under  a  power 
of  attorney  from  them,  on  the  11th  of  February  1804; 
and  that  the  produce  of  the  sale,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  1328/.  1 15.,  had  been,  by  their  authority,  paid  over  on 

the 

(a)  This  was  the  expression  to  the  time  at  which  the  De- 

used  in  the  answer;  but  it  was  fendants  had  notice  of  the  breach 

admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  of  trust,  or  even  of  the  existence 

period  referred  to  was  anterior  of  the  trust  itself. 


124  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1  ^^ll        ^®  ®*°^®  ^*y  ^  ^^  account  of  Sir  Edward  KnatcJJmUj 
Knatchbdll  ^y  whom  it  had  been  applied  to  his  own  use. 

Certain  exceptions  taken  to  the  Master's  report  by 
the  Defendants,  the  representatives  of  Sayerj  having  been 
over-ruled,  the  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  at  the  Rolls, 
for  further  directions,  on  the  5th  of  July  18S6;  when  an 
order  was  made,  declaring,  among  other  things,  that  the 
respective  estates  of  Sayer  and  Bradshaw  were  liable  to 
make  good  the  sum  of  2S9S/.  {5s.^(L  S  per  cent,  consols, 
together  with  the  dividends  which  would  have  accrued 
thereon  since  the  death  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  Knatck" 
bull;  and  the  Master  was  directed  to  ascertain  what,  at 
the  market  price  on  the  5th  of  July  1836,  (being  the  day 
of  the  date  of  the  order,)  would  be  sufficient  to  have 
purchased  the  same  amount  of  such  stock,  and  to  take 
an  account  of  the  dividends  which  would  have  accrued 
thereupon  from  the  day  of  Sir  Edward  KnatchbulTs 
death;  and  it  was  declared  that  the  Defendants,  the 
personal  representatives  of  Sayer^  having  admitted  as- 
sets, were  liable  to  make  good  such  sum  of  stock,  and 
the  dividends  in  respect  thereof;  without  prejudice  how- 
ever to  any  right  which  they  might  have,  upon  satisfy- 
ing the  claims  of  the  Plaintiffs  and  of  the  Defendants 
in  the  same  interest,  to  call  upon  the  other  Defendants, 
the  executors  of  Bradskaw^  for  contribution. 

A  petition  of  appeal,  presented  by  the  personal  re- 
presentatives of  Sayer  against  the  original  decree,  and 
also  against  the  order  made  on  the  exceptions  and  on 
further  directions,  having  come  on  to  be  heard, 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  after  argument,  dismissed 
so  much  of  the  appeal  as  related  to  the  original  decree, 
and  to  the  order  over-ruling  the  Appellants'  exceptions. 
That  part  of  the  petition  which  appealed  against  the 

order 
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Knatchbijll 


order  on  further  directions  was  then  brought  on  for  1837. 
discussion,  when  several  points  were  raised  and  de- 
bated, which  it  is  not  material  to  report,  as  they  referred  v, 
exclusively  to  other  sums,  being  portions  of  the  trust  '^*w"*^J>- 
fund  which  had  never  been  invested  in  stock,  and  for 
the  loss  of  which  also  the  Appellants  had  been  declared 
answerable.  With  respect  to  those  sums,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  varied  the  order,  by  directing  a  number  of 
preliminary  inquiries. 

Sir  William  Hortie,  Mr.  Manro,  and  Mr.  Putois^  for 
the  Appellants,  then  submitted,  that,  with  respect  to 
the  sum  of  stock  which  the  Master's  report  found  to 
have  been  sold  out  by  the  trustees,  and  paid  over,  by 
their  authority,  to  the  late  Sir  Edward  Knatchbtdlf  it 
would  be  extremely  hard  and  unjust  that  the  represent- 
atives of  Sayer  should  be  made  personally  responsible 
for  the  act  of  their  testator,  when  it  appeared  from  their 
answer,  and  was  not  disputed,  that  they  had  been  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  breach  of  trust  complained  of, 
and  indeed  of  the  existence  of  the  trust  itself,  until  after 
the  lapse  of  sixteen  years  from  the  death  of  their  tes- 
tator, and  of  eleven  years  from  the  death  of  Sir  Edward 
KnatchbuU;  and  when,  moreover,  as  they  had  sworn 
by  that  answer,  they  had,  many  years  ago,  in  the 
regular  discharge  of  their  duty  as  executors,  paid  off 
all  their  testator's  debts  of  which  they  had  any  know- 
ledge, and  distributed  the  surplus  of  his  personal  estate 
among  his  residuary  legatees,  and  had  not  now  a  single 
shilling  of  his  assets  in  their  hands  to  answer  the  claim 
set  up  against  them.  If,  under  such  circumstances, 
they  were  held  personally  liable,  an  executor  could 
never  safely  administer  his  testator's  estate,  except  un- 
der the  indemnity  afforded  by  a  decree  of  the  Court; 
and  yet,  if  he  insisted  upon  having  recourse  to  that 
indemnity  in  a  case  where  he  had  no  notice  of  any 

doubtful 


Feabnheao. 
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1837*       doubtful  or  contingent  claim  to  justify  such  a  proceed- 
-Z^"^^^^^  ing,  he  would  do  so  at  the  risk  of  being  saddled  with 
V.  the  costs.     For  these  reasons,  it  was  impossible  to  hold 

that  the  Appellants  had  been  guilty  of  any  deoastacit 
with  which  they  ought  to  be  charged  in  a  court  of 
equity:  Hawkins  y.  Day(a)x  TTie  Governor  and  Com" 
pamf  of  Chelsea  Water  Works  v.  Cctmper  (5),  Ikcois  v. 
BlackwelL  {c) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that,  where  an  exe- 
cutor pdsses  his  accounts  in  this  Court,  he  is  discharged 
from  fiirther  liability,  and  the  creditor  is  left  to  his 
remedy  against  the  legatees ;  but,  if  he  pays  away  the 
residue  without  passing  his  accounts  in  Court,  he  does 
it  at  his  own  risk,  (d) 

The  Solicitor^Generalj  and  Mr.  Lonatj  conlrdj  were 
not  called  upon  to  argue  the  point 

(a)  Ambh  160.;  and  see  App.         {d)  See   Normmi  y.  BaUry, 

805.  Blunt* s  ed.  6  Sim.  6S 1 . ;  Rickardt  y.  Browne, 

(6)  l-Bfp.275.  sBingh,  N.  C.493.;  March  v. 

(c)  9  Bing.  5.  Rutteil,  supr^  p.  31.;  and  Ram 

on  Auets,  ch.  41.  8.16. 
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ELLICOMBE  v.  GOMPERTZ.  Aug.5,4. 

TTENRY  ISAAC,  by   his   will   dated  the  6th  of  Be9uestof  a 

-^    August  1771,   which  was    duly  executed  and  J^^JforTc" 

attested  to  pass  freehold  estates  by  devise,  gave  and  testator's 

devbed  all  bis  freehold  and  copyhold  hereditaments,  ex-  Sbeson  of  "* 

cept  his  house  in  Magpie  AUey.  Londofu  and  his  estates  I*^^^*  &t 
.      .  .  .      ^  ^  ,  ,  \-        ,  7^      .      «,  twentv-five, 

in  the  parish  of  Walthamstaw^  to  Joseph  Martin,  Ebenezer  for  life;  and, 

BlactweOj  and  Joseph  Gompertz,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  "f  ^''j®'^**^ 
use  of  his  son  Isaac  Isaac,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  he  shall  have  a 
the  use  of  trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remainders ;  ^^^  twenty- 
remainder  to  the  use  of  the  first  son  of  the  body  of  one,  then  for 
,  ,  jii-i*  1  •i«-i  •       >uch  son  of 

Isaac  Isaac,  and  his  heirs  male ;  with  similar  remain-  2?.,  who  shall 

ders  to  the  use  of  the  second  and  other  sons  of  the  ^^  ^'^^^° 

said  Isaac  Isaac,  and  the  heirs  male  of  their  respective  absolutely/ 

bodies;  remainder  to  the  use  of  his   (the  testator's)  ofsJdit^n"if 

nephew,  the  said  Joseph  Gomperiz,  his  heirs  and  assigns  B.^  and  after 

for  ever.     The  testator  also  devised  his  house  in  Magpie  ^j,'^  ^„' 

Alley,  together  with  the  furniture  therein,  to  the  same  trust  for  the 

1  .         .  1  -r         w         testator's 

trustees,  upon  trust  to  permit  his  said  son  Isaac  Isaac  grandson,  J^ 

durinir  ^**®  '^^  ^^ 
°  Isaac,  at 

twenty-five,  for  life;  and  after  the  death  of  /.,  in  case  be  shall  have  a  son  who 

iball  attain  twenty-one,  then  to  such  son  of  •/•  who  shall  first  attain  twenty-one, 

absolutely ;  with  the  like  limitations  successively  in  favour  of  any  other  grandsons, 

ions  of  Isaac,  bom  in  the  testator's  life^time,  and  their  respectiye  sons  first  attaining 

twenty-one ;  and  in  default  of  a  son  of  any  such  grandson  attaining  twenty-one, 

then  upon  trust  for  any  son  o( Isaac,  born  after  the  testator's  decease,  who  shall  first 

attain  twenty*ooe,  absolutely ;  and  in  case  no  son  of  any  son  of  the  testator's  son 

Isaac,  then  born,  or  thereafter  to  be  born  in  the  testator's  life-time,  nor  any  son 

of  hit  son  Isaac,  bom  after  his  decease,  shall  live  to  attain  twenty-one,  then  from 

and  immediately  after  the  decease  of  all  the  sons  and  erandsons  of  his  son  Isaac, 

upon  trust  for  the  testator's  nephew,  G.,  for  life ;  and  upon  the  decease  of  his 

nephew,  O,,  in  case  he  shall  have  a  son  who  shall  live  to  the  age  of  twenty-one, 

then  upon  trust  for  such  son  who  shall  first  attain  twenty-one,  absolutely. 

Held,  upon  the  whole  context  of  the  will,  that  the  wo^ds  *'  after  the  decease  of 

all  the  sons  and  grandsons,"  must  be  read  as  if  they  had  been  *^  after  the  decease 

of  all  the  itforesaid,*^  or  *'  all  snch  sons  and  grandsons ;"  and  that  the  limitation 

over  in  favour  of  the  first  son  of  G,  attaining  twenty-one,  was  therefore  not  too 

remote. 
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18S7.       during  bis  life,  and  after  his  decease,  his  (the  testator's) 
v^^^^     son,  Hyam  Isaac^  during  his  life,  to  possess  and  enjoy  the 
«•  same ;  and  after  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  his  said 

sons,  then  upon  trust  to  convey  and  assign  the  house 
and  premises  to  his  nephew,  the  said  Joseph  GompertZy 
to  his  own  absolute  use  in  fee.  He  directed  that  all  re- 
served rents,  and  all  charges  and  demands  paj'able  out 
of  or  chargeable  on  the  same  during  the  lives  of  his  sons, 
haac  Isaac  and  Hyam  Isaac,  should  be  paid  by  his 
trustees  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  residuum  of  his 
estate,  or  the  income  thereof,  except  the  land  tax. 

And  as  to  his  house,  garden,  and  lands  at  Waltham" 
slow,  and  all  other  his  estates  in  that  parish,  the  testator 
gave,  devised,  and  bequeathed  the  same  unto  the  said 
trustees,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  as- 
signs respectively,  upon  trust  to  sell  and  dispose  thereof 
respectively  for  the  best  price.  And  he  also  directed 
that  his  pictures,  bronzes,  and  prints,  should  be  sold 
by  his  said  trustees;  and  that  the  proceeds  of  such 
sales  of  his  estates  at  fValthamstoWy  and  of  his  pictures, 
bronzes,  and  prints,  and  also  the  said  premises,  till  sold, 
should  be  considered  as  part  of  the  residuum  of  his  per- 
sonal estate,  and  be  subject  to  the  trusts  and  purposes 
thereinafter  by  him  directed  concerning  such  residuum. 

All  the  residue  and  remainder  of  his  personal  estate, 
of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  he  bequeathed  unto 
the  said  Joseph  Martin,  Ebenezer  BlackweU,  and  Joseph 
Gompertz,  whom  he  appointed  the  joint  executors  of  his 
will,  and  to  their  executors,  administrators,  and  as- 
signs, upon  trust,  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be 
after  his  decease,  to  pay  thereout  all  his  debts  and 
funeral  expenses,  and  upon  further  trust  to  pay  and 
satisfy  a  great  number  of  pecuniary  legacies  and  an- 
nuities to  the  different  persons  and  charitable  objects 

therein 
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therein  specified,  and  among  others  the  following;  to        1887. 
his  son  Hyam  a  legacy  of  300/.9  and  to  his  son  Isaac  a    p^"^^^^*^^ 
legacy  of  500/.;  a  sum  of  2000/.  to  be  applied  by  his  «. 

trustees  towards  paying  oflF  and  compounding  all  the  "®'''***2- 
just  debts  which  Hyam  might  owe  at  his  (the  testator's) 
decease,  his  intention  being  that  Hyam  might  be  set 
clear  in  the  world;  to  Hyam^  for  his  maintenance  and 
support  during  his  life,  an  annuity  of  400/.  to  be  paid 
into  his  own  hands,  or  to  his  order,  by  monthly  pay- 
ments ;  to  haaCy  during  his  life,  an  annuity  of  1 100/.  by 
half-yearly  payments ;  to  the  wife  of  ha^c^  after  her  hus- 
band's decease,  and  during  her  widowhood,  an  annuity 
of  500/.  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  herself  and 
her  children,  and  if  she  should  marry  again,  then  for 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  children  until 
they  should  attain  twenty-five ;  to  each  of  the  sons  of 
Isaac  who  should  be  living  at  the  testator's  decease 
2000/.,  on  their  respectively  attaining  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  ;  and  to  each  of  the  daughters  oihaac  the  like  sum 
of  2000/.  at  twenty-one  or  marriage. 

The  will  then  proceeded  as  follows :  —  "  And  as  for 
and  concerning  such  part  of  the  said  residuum  of  my 
personal  estate  as  my  said  executors  and  trustees  shall 
not  deem  necessary  to  appropriate  and  set  apart  to 
answer  the  several  trusts  and  purposes  aforesaid;  and 
also  all  such  part  of  my  said  personal  estate  as  shall  be 
so  appropriated  and  set  apart,  when  and  as  the  respective 
trusts  hereby  declared  concerning  the  same  shall  cease, 
determine,  or  be  performed ;  and  also  all  the  annual  in- 
terest, dividends,  profits,  and  produce  of  my  said  per- 
sonal estate  which  shall  be  set  apart  and  appropriated 
as  aforesaid,  over  and  above  what  will  be  sufficient  to 
make  good,  answer,  and  pay  the  several  and  respective 
payments  hereinbefore  charged  thereupon,  and  made 
payable  thereout,  I  hereby  will  and  direct  that  my  said 

Vol.  III.  K  executors 
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1837*  executors  shall  from  time  to  dme  lay  out  and  invest  the 

EiLucoi^B  ^^^  ^^^  *^so  all  the  annual  interest,  dividends,  profits, 

V.  and  produce  from  time  to  time  to  arise,  be  had,  made. 


GOMPEBTZ. 


and  received  in  respect  thereof,  in  some  one  or  more  of 
the  public  funds,  to  accumulate  until  my  graudson 
Benjamin  Isaac^  the  eldest  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac 
Isaacy  shall  have  attained  his  age  of  twenty-five  years ; 
and  from  and  immediately  after  my  said  grandson  Ben'- 
jamin  Isaac  shall  have  attained  his  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  then  my  said  trustees  shall,  and  I  do  hereby  so 
direct,  from  time  to  time  pay  unto  my  said  grandson 
Benjamin  IsaaCf  for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural 
life,  the  whole  interest,  dividends,  and  income  of  the 
said  residuum  of  my  personal  estate  not  before  disposed 
of,  and  of  all  the  increase,  accumulations,  and  improve- 
ments thereof  from  time  to  time  happened  and  happen- 
ing, to  and  for  his  own  proper  use  and  benefit.  And 
from  and  after  the  decease  of  my  said  grandson  Ben^ 
jamin  Isaac,  in  case  he  shall  have  a  son  who  shall  live 
to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then  I  do  hereby 
order  and  direct,  that  my  said  trustees  shall  pay  and 
transfer  unto  the  son  of  my  said  grandson  Benjamin 
Isaac,  who  shall  first  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  the 
residuum  of  my  personal  estate,  and  all  the  increase, 
accumulations,  and  improvements  thereof,  arid  additions 
thereto,  in  any  manner  and  by  any  means  or  accident 
whatsoever,  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  proper  use  and 
benefit ;  subject,  however,  to  and  chargeable  with  the 
several  trusts  and  payments  by  this  my  will  created, 
reposed  in,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  my  said  trustees 
and  executors,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  then  existing 
unperformed  and  unpaid,  and  in  such  manner  as  my 
said  trustees  and  executors  shall  think  proper  for  se- 
curing the  due  performance  thereof.  And  I  do  hereby 
authorise  and  desire  my  said  trustees  to  use  and  apply, 

from 
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from  time  to  time,  so  much  and  such  part  of  the  divi-  1837. 
dends,  interest,  and  profits  of  the  said  residuum  of  my 
said  personal  estate,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  and 
towards  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  son  of  my 
said  grandson  Benjamin  IsaaCy  who,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  the  son  next  entitled  in  contingency  to  the  said 
whole  residuum  of  my  said  personal  estate,  until  he  shall 
attain  his  said  age  of  twenty-one  years.  And  in  case 
my  said  grandson,  Benjamin  Isaac^  shall  have  no  son 
who  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
then  and  in  such  case,  from  and  after  the  death  of  my 
said  grandson  Benjamin  Isaac  without  having  a  son 
who  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  I 
do  hereby  will  and  direct  my  said  trustees,  from  time  to 
time,  to  pay  and  apply  all  the  dividends,  interest,  and 
profits  of  the  said  residuum  of  my  said  personal  estate, 
and  of  all  the  increase,  accumulations,  and  improve- 
ments thereof,  and  additions  thereto,  in  anywise  what- 
soever, unto  my  grandson  Joseph  Isaac^  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural 
life,  to  and  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  and  from  and 
after  the  decease  of  my  said  grandson  Joseph  Isaacj  in 
case  he  shall  have  a  son  who  shall  live  to  attain  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  then  I  do  hereby  order  and  direct 
my  said  trustees  to  pay  and  transfer  unto  the  son  of 
my  said  grandson  Joseph  Isaac  who  shall  first  attain  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns,  all  the  said  residuum  of  my  said 
personal  estate,  and  all  the  interest,  accumulations,  and 
improvements  thereof,  and  additions  thereto,  in  any 
manner  and  by  any  means  or  accident  whatsoever,  to 
and  for  his  and  their  own  proper  use  and  benefit;  sub- 
ject, however,  to  and  chargeable  with  the  several  trusts 
and  engagements  by  this  my  will  created,  reposed  in, 
and  directed  to  be  paid  by  my  said  trustees  and  exe- 
cutors, or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  then  existing  un- 
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183?.        perCbrmed  and  unpaid,  and  in  such  manner  as  my  said 
^^"^^^^^     trustees  and  executors  shall  thmk  proper  for  securing 
V.  the  due  performance  thereoC     And  I  do  hereby  au- 

thorise and  desire  my  said  trustees  to  use  and  apply, 
from  time  to  time,  so  much  and  such  part  of  the  divi- 
dends, interest,  and  profits  of  the  said  residuum  of  my 
said  personal  estate  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  and  to- 
wards the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  son  of  my 
said  grandson  Joseph  Isaac,  who,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  the  son  next  entitled  in  contingency  to  the  said 
whole  residuum  of  my  said  personal  estate,  until  such 
son  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  And  in  case  my 
grandson  Joseph  Isaac  shall  have  no  son  who  shall  live 
to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  I  do  hereby  will 
and  direct  my  said  trustees  to  pay  the  interest,  dividends, 
and  profits  of  the  said  residuum  of  my  said  personal 
estate,  and  of  all  the  increase,  accumulations,  and  im« 
provements  thereof,  and  additions  thereto,  in  any  ways 
whatsoever,  unto  every  such  other  son  of  my  said  son 
Isaac  Isaac,  now  born  or  hereafter  to  be  bom  in  my 
lifetime,  as  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  the  eldest  son 
and  heir  male  of  the  body  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac, 
at  his  age  of  twenty-five  years,  for  and  during  the  term 
of  his  natural  life,  to  and  for  his  own  proper  use  and 
benefit '  And  in  case  any  such  other  son  of  my  said  son 
Isaac  Isaac,  now  born  or  hereafter  to  be  born  in  my  life- 
time, and  who,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  his  eldest 
son  and  the  heir  male  of  his  body,  shall  have  a  son  who 
shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then  my 
said  trustees  shall,  from  and  after  the  decease  of  every 
such  other  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac,  pay  and 
transfer  unto  the  son  of  every  such  other  eldest  son  and 
heir  male  of  the  body  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac,  who 
shall  first  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  the  said  re- 
siduum of  my  said  personal  estate,  and  aU  the  interest, 

and 
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aiid  accumulations,  and  improvements  thereof,  and  the  1837. 
additions  thereto,  in  any  manner  and  by  any  means  or 
accident  whatsoever,  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  proper 
use  and  benefit ;  subject,  however,  to  and  chargeable 
with  the  several  trusts  and  payments  by  this  my  will 
created,  reposed  in,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  my  said 
trustees  and  executors,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  then 
existing  unperformed  and  unpaid,  and  in  such  manner 
as  my  said  trustees  and  executors  shall  think  proper  for 
securing  the  due  performance  thereof.  And  I  do  hereby 
authorise  my  said  trustees  to  use  and  apply,  from  time 
to  time,  so  much  and  such  part  of  the  dividends,  in- 
terest, and  profits  of  the  said  residuum  of  my  said  per- 
sonal estate,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  and  towards  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  the  son  of  every  such 
other  eldest  son  and  heir  male  of  the  body  of  my  said 
son  haac  haac^  who,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  the 
son  next  oatitied  in  contingency  to  the  said  whole  re- 
siduum of  my  said  personal  estate,  until  he  shall  attain 
the  said  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

*'  And  in  case  no  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac^  now 
bom  or  hereafter  to  be  bom  in  my  lifetime,  shall  have  a 
son  who  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac  shall  have  a  son,  born  after 
my  decease,  who  shall  live  to  attain  twenty-one  years, 
then  my  said  trustees  shall  pay  and  transfer  unto  the  son 
of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac  bora  after  my  decease,  who 
shall  first  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  his  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  and  assigns,  all  the  said  residuum 
of  my  said  personal  estate,  and  all  the  interest,  accumu- 
lations, and  improvements  thereof,  and  the  additions 
thereto,  in  any  manner  and  by  any  means  and  accident 
whatsoever,  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  proper  use  and 
benefit;  subject,  however,  to  and  chargeable  with  the 
several  trusts  and  payments  by  this  my  will  created,  re- 
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1837.  posed  iii|  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  my  said  trustees  and 
executors,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  then  existing  un- 
performed and  unpaid,  and  in  such  manner  as  my  said 
trustees  and  executors  shall  think  proper  for  securing  the 
due  performance  thereof.  And  I  do  hereby  authorise 
my  said  trustees  to  raise  and  apply,  from  time  to  time,  so 
much  and  such  part  of  the  dividends,  interest,  and  profits 
of  the  said  residuum  of  my  said  personal  estate  as  thej 
shall  think  fit,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  the  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac  born 
after  my  decease,  who,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  the 
son  next  entitled  in  contingency  to  the  said  whole  re- 
siduum of  my  said  personal  estate,  until  he  shall  attain 
the  said  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

*'  And  in  case  no  son  of  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac 
IsaaCf  now  bom  or  hereafter  to  be  bom  in  my  lifetime^ 
nor  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac  born  after  my 
decease  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
then  from  and  immediately  after  the  decease  of  all  the 
sons  and  grandsons  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac^  I  do 
hereby  will,  order,  and  direct  that  my  said  trustees 
shall  and  do,  from  time  to  time,  pay  the  interest,  divi* 
dends,  and  proBts  of  the  said  residuum  of  my  personal 
estate,  and  of  all  the  increase,  accumulations,  and  im- 
provements thereof,  and  additions  by  any  means  thereto, 
unto  my  said  nephew  Joseph  Gompertz,  for  and  during 
the  term  of  his  natural  life,  to  and  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit.  And  upon  and  immediately  after  the  decease  of 
my  said  nephew  Joseph  Gompertz,  in  case  he  shall  have 
a  son  who  shall  live  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then 
I  do  hereby  will,  order,  and  direct  that  my  said  trustees 
shall  pay,  assign,  and  transfer  over  all  the  said  residuum 
of  my  said  personal  estate,  and  all  the  increase,  accumu- 
lations, and  improvements  thereof,  and  additions  thereto 
then  .already  made,  and  which  may  afterwards  arise  and 

happen, 
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happen,  unto  such  son  of  my  said  nephew  Joteph  Gom-       18S7. 
pertz  as  shall  first  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,    ^!^"^^*^'^ 
and  to  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  to  and  v. 

for  his  and  their  own  proper  use  and  benefit ;  subject,  ^^^^^^'^^' 
however,  to  and  chargeable  with  the  several  trusts  and 
payments  by  this  my  will  created,  reposed  in,  and  di- 
rected to  be  paid  by  my  said  trustees  and  executors,  or 
such  of  them  as  shall  be  then  existing  unperformed  and 
unpaid,  and  in  such  manner  as  my  said  trustees  and  ex- 
ecutors shall  think  proper  for  securing  the  due  per- 
formance thereof.  And  I  do  hereby  authorise  my  said 
trustees  to  use  and  apply,  from  time  to  time,  so  much 
and  such  part  of  the  dividends,  interest,  and  profits  of 
the  said  residuum  of  my  said  personal  estate,  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  such  son  of  my  said  nephew  Joseph  Gompertz^  as  for 
the  time  being  shall  be  the  son  next  entitled  in  con- 
tingency to  the  said  whole  residuum  of  my  said  personal 
estate^  until  such^son  attains  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years*  And  in  case  the  said  Joseph  Gompertz  shall  have 
no  son  who  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  then  from  and  after  the  decease  of  my  said 
nephew,  I  do  will,  order,  and  direct  that  my  said 
trustees  shall  and  do  pay,  divide,  transfer,  and  assign  over 
all  the  said  residuum  of  my  personal  estate,  and  all  the 
increase,  accumulations,  and  improvements  thereof,  and 
additions  thereto,  already  had,  made,  and  accrued,  and 
which  shall  afterwards  happen  and  fall  in  thereto,  unto, 
between,  and  amongst  all  and  every  of  my  then  next  of 
km,  according  to  the  statute  of  distributions  of  intes- 
tates' estates,  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  proper  use 
and  benefit  respectively ;  subject,  however,  and  charge- 
able to  and  with  the  several  trusts  and  payments  by 
this  my  will  created,  reposed  in,  and  directed  to  be 
paid  by  my  said  trustees  and  executors,  or  such  of  them 
as  shall  be  then   existing  unperformed  and  unpaid, 
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and  in  such  manner  as  my  said  trostees  and  execu- 
tors shall  think  proper  for  securing  the  due  performanoe 
».  thereof. 
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**  And  I  do  hereby  further  direct  that  all  the  dividends, 
interest,  profits,  produce  and  increase  to  be  had,  made, 
or  arise  from  the  said  residuum  of  my  said  personal  estate, 
and  the  accumulations  thereof,  during  the  time  or  times 
that  any  of  the  sons  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaacs  now 
bom  or  hereafter  to  be  bom  during  my  lifetime,  and 
entitled  to  take  under  this  my  will,  shall  be  under  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  or  during  the  time  or  times 
that  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac^  to  be  bom  after 
my  decease,  or  any  grandson  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac^ 
or  any  son  of  my  said  nephew  Joseph  Gompertz^  entitled 
to  take  under  this  my  will,  shall  be  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  over  and  above  what  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  advanced  by  my  said  trustees  for  the  main- 
tenance and  education  of  any  grandson  or  son  of  my 
said  son  Isaac  Isaac^  or  any  son  of  my  said  nephew  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  from  time  to  time  laid  out  and  ac- 
cumulate, and  be  deemed  and  taken  as  part  of  the 
residuum  of  my  personal  estate,  and  from  time  to  time 
go  and  be  applied  and  disposed  of  as  the  said  residuum 
is  ordered  and  directed  by  this  my  will.'' 

By  a  codicil,  dated  the  21st  of  Naoember  1772,  reciting 
(as  was  the  fact),  that  his  son  Uyam  Isaac  was  then 
recentiy  dead,  the  testator  revoked  all  the  devises  and 
bequests  in  his  favour,  and  he  also  made  several  other 
alterations  witii  respect  to  the  pecuniary  legacies  given 
by  the  will ;  but  neither  that,  nor  a  second  codicil  which 
was  executed  a  few  months  afterwards,  in  any  manner 
attempted  to  vary  or  afiect  the  limitations  in  the  will 
disposing  of  the  residuary  estate. 

The 
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The  testator  died  in  the  year  1773)  leaving  one  son, 
Laac  Isaac,  his  heir  at  law,  and  sole  next  of  kin.  At  the 
time  of  the  testator's  death,  Isaac  Isaac  had  six  children  o. 

living;  three  sons,  namely,  Benjamin,  Joseph,  and  Henry, 
and  three  daughters.  Joseph  Gompertz,  the  devisee 
named  in  the  will,  died  some  time  after  the  testator, 
leaving  lA^on  Gompertz  his  eldest  son,  who  long  since 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Isaac  Isaac  died  intes- 
tate, in  the  year  1803,  leaving  his  three  sons,  and  two 
of  his  daughters,  surviving  him.  The  sons  all  lived  to 
attain  the  age  of  twenty-five,  but  none  of  them  had  any 
male  issue.  Benjamin,  the  eldest  and  the  last  survivor 
of  the  sons,  enjoyed  the  interest  and  dividends  of  the 
testatoi^s  residuary  estate  during  his  life,  and  died  in 
the  year  1829. 

The  present  bill  was  filed  by  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Isaac  Isaac  (together  with  her  husband),  claiming  a  share 
in  the  testator's  residuary  estate,  as  sole  surviving  next 
of  kin,  and  as  personal  representative  of  certain  deceased 
next  of  kin,  of  Isaac  Isaac,  against  Lyon  Gompertz  and 
other  parties.  It  alleged  that  the  limitation  over  in 
&vour  of  the  first  son  of  Joseph  Gompertz  who  should 
attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  after  the  limitations 
to  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the  testator,  was  void ; 
that,  in  the  events  which  had  happened,  the  testator  had 
died  intestate  as  to  his  residuary  estate;  and  that  such 
estate,  therefore,  devolved  to  his  son  Isaac  Isaac,  as  his 
sole  next  of  kin.  The  bill  prayed  a  declaration  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Defendant  Lyon  Gompertz  put  in  a  general  de- 
murrer to  the  bill,  for  want  of  equity. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Richards,  in  support  of  the 
demurrer. 

Even 
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I8S7.  Even  upon  the  strict  construction  of  the  words,  the 

eT^omk    limitation  over  is  not  too  remote.     The  bequest  to  the 
V.  eldest  son  of  Joseph  Gompertz^  failing  all  the  sons  and 

grandsons  of  Isaac  Isaac,  must  be  construed  with  re- 
ference to  the  antecedent  gift,  which  was  to  a  limited 
class  of  sons  and  grandsons  only ;  those,  namely,  who 
were  designated  as  persons  to  take  by  virtue  of  the  prior 
limitations.  In  this  view,  the  word  ^'  the**  is  equivalent 
to  ^  those;"  that  is  to  say  —  the  sons  and  grandsons 
who  had  been  previously  described.  Any  other  con- 
struction would  be  attended  with  this  absurdity,  that 
it  would  capriciously  postpone  the  interest  to  be  taken 
by  the  Gampertz  family,  to  a  period  not  depending  for 
its  commencement  upon  the  failure  of  that  class  of 
persons  who  were  avowedly  the  primary  objects  of  the 
testator's  bounty,  but  upon  the  failure  of  certain  other 
persons  to  whom  the  will  gives  no  beneBt  whatever. 
Such  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  testator  would  be, 
in  the  highest  degree,  unnatural  and  improbable.  These 
considerations  are  strengthened  by  the  peculiar  language 
of  the  clause  containing  the  gift  over,  the  whole  of 
which  forms  one  connected  sentence,  coupled  by  the 
word  **  then.**  "  In  case  no  son  of  any  son  of  my  said 
son  Isaac  Isaac,  now  born  or  hereafter  to  be  bom  in  my 
lifetime,  nor  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac,  born 
after  my  decease,  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  then  from  and  immediately  after  the  decease  of  all 
the  sons  and  grandsons,"  &c.  the  gift  over  is  to  take  effect. 
Here,  the  word  "  then  '*  is  equivalent  to  **  upon  that 
contingency,**  and  the  two  classes  of  persons  designated— 
the  one,  sons  and  grandsons  who  are  to  take,  and  the 
other,  sons  and  grandsons  upon  whose  failure  Gomperiz 
and  his  family  are  to  take  — are  brought  so  directly  into 
juxta-position,  that  it  is  impossible  not  to  believe  that 
they  were  meant  to  be  co-relative  and  identical.  Indeed, 
the  interposed  words  <*  from  and  immediately  after  the 

decease 
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decease  of  all  the  sons  and  grandsons/'  &c«  are  mere 
surplusage  and  repetition,  thrown  in  by  the  conveyancer 
as  a  concise  and  comprehensive,  though,  in  truth,  an  «. 

inaccurate,  description  of  the  several  classes  of  sons  and 
grandsons  just  before  enumerated,  and  upon  failure  of 
whom  the  limitation  over  was  to  arise.  They  might, 
therefore,  be  expunged  without  at  all  affecting  what  is 
the  obvious  sense  of  the  clause. 

Supposing  the  grammatical  construction,  however,  to 
be  against  the  Defendant,  still,  upon  the  whole  will  taken 
together,  the  meaning  of  the  testator  is  placed  beyond 
doubt.  If  the  bequest  to  the  Gomperiz  family  was  to  be 
postponed  until  after  the  death  of  all  grandsons  of  Isaac 
Isaac^ — the  issue  of  his  daughters  as  well  as  of  his  sons, 
and  of  sons  born  after,  as  well  as  before  the  testator's 
death, — inasmuch  as  many  of  such  grandsons  could  them- 
selves take  nothing,  there  might  be  a  time  when  there 
would  be  no  party  in  esse  capable  of  taking,  and  during 
which  nothing  could  be  done  with  the  testator's  pro- 
perty. What  was  to  become  of  the  interest  and  ac* 
cumulations  during  the  intermediate  period  between  the 
death  of  a  grandson  who  was,  and  of  other  grandsons 
who  were  not,  the  objects  of  the  testator's  bounty  ?  To 
suppose  that  the  testator  intended  the  intermediate  in- 
terest to  lapse,  in  such  an  event,  would  be  to  impute  an 
intention  of  partial  intestacy,  against  which  the  Court 
always  leans.  The  clause  directing  accumulation  also 
strongly  corroborates  the  same  view  of  the  case ;  for  it 
raises  an  irresistible  inference,  that  those  persons,  and  no 
others,  were  to  take  an  interest  in  the  fund,  for  whose 
minorities  a  provision  is  made  out  of  the  accruing  in- 
come of  the  residue ;  and  that  they  were  to  take  in 
immediate  succession  to  each  other.  Upon  the  whole 
context  of  the  will,  therefore,  the  general  and  indefinite 
language  descriptive  of  the  class  upon  whose  default  the 

limitation 
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18S7.       limitation  over  is  made  contingent,  must  be  read  in  a 

^*^"^^^^^^     restricted  sense  by  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  pre- 
£lucombb 

V.  ceding  gift ;   Morse  v.  Lord  Ormonde  (a),    TVidkey  v* 

GoMPE&Tz.     Trickey.  (6)     Many  authorities  shew  that,  if  the  sense 

requires  It,  the  Court  will  supply  words  in  order  to 

carry  out  more  effectually  what  is  plainly  the  general 

intent;    Target  v.  Gaunt  {c)f  Blackbom  v.  Edgleg(d)9 

Ginger  v.  White  (e),  Egerton  v.  Jones,  {g)     If  necessary, 

therefore,  the  Court  will  read  the  clause  specifying  the 

contingency,  viz.  on  failure  of  all  the  grandsons,   as 

if  it  were  ^*  all  the  said,''  or  "  all  such,"  grandsons. 

In   Morse  v.  Zjord  Ormonde^  the  Court  went  much 

further  than  it  is  now  asked  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of 

supporting  the  validity  of  the  ulterior  limitations. 

Mr.  Jacoby  Mr.  Hodgson^  and  Mr.  James  Russdl^  for 
the  Plainti£&. 

In  conformity  with  the  settled  rule  of  law,  the  Court 
is  bound  to  hold  the  limitation  to  the  first  son  of  Joseph 
Gompertz  attaining  twenty-one,  to  be  void  for  remote- 
ness. That  limitation  is  made  to  depend  in  terms  upon 
the  deaths  of  all  the  grandsons  of  Isaac  Isaac  ^^iU' 
eluding  the  male  issue  of  his  sons,  as  well  born  as  to  be 
born,  and  the  male  issue  of  daughters  as  well  as  of 
sons  —  that  is  to  say,  upon  the  failure  of  lives  which 
had  not,  or  might  not  have  come  into  esse  at  the  time  of 
the  testator's  decease;  Leake  v.  Bobinson.{h)  To  the 
Plaintiffs,  it  is  immaterial  whether  grandsons  not  spe- 
cially designated  in  the  will  are  to  be  considered  as 
taking  an  estate  by  implication,  as  in  Langley  v.  Bald' 

win, 

(a)  5  Mad.  99.;  and  1  Ruts.  (d)  1  P.  Wmg.eoo. 

5S9.  (e)  lVilUs,348. 

ib)  5  Mylne  4*  Keen,  560,  (g)  S  Sim.  409. 

(c)  1  P.  Wnu.  432.  (A)  8  Mer.  565. 
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win{a\  and  Attorney-General  v.  Sutton  (6);  or  whether,        18S7. 
as  in  Andree  r.  Ward{c\  although  they  are  held  to    ^^^^"^^ 
take  no  interest  themselves,  the  gift  over  to  the  first  «. 

son  of  Joseph  Gompertz  attaining  twenty-one  is  post-  ^"'**^^ 
poned  until  they  shall  have  all  ceased  to  exist  The 
will  contains  no  express  bequest  to  all  the  grand- 
sons; but  the  gift  over  to  the  Gompertz  family  is 
limited  on  the  failure  of  all  the  grandsons,  a  species  of 
conditional  limitation  which  is  neither  singular  nor 
unnatural.  The  words,  therefore,  so  far  from  being 
surplusage,  lead  to  a  very  natural  exposition  of  the  tes- 
tator's meaning.  What  can  be 'more  common,  both  in 
settlements  and  wills,  than  that,  after  a  gift  to  the  parents, 
the  operation  of  the  clause  containing  the  limitation  over 
should  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  non-existence  of 
issue,  although  no  gift  is  made  to  the  issue  directly  and 
in  terms  ?  So,  in  this  case,  those  grandsons  who  might 
be  born  of  the  unborn  sons  of  Isaac  Isaac^  though  they 
took  nothing  directly  zs  persona  designaUe^  might  still 
be  held  or  intended  to  take  some  interest  by  implica- 
tion ;  or,  possibly,  the  intention  might  be  to  let  in  all 
the  grandsons  of  Isaac^  other  than  those  specified,  in 
case  any  others  should  come  into  esse^  to  take  the  re- 
sidue among  them  as  the  testator's  next  of  kin. 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  the  words  of  this  will 
are  clear,  and  admit  of  no  mistake.  The  dbtinctioo 
suggested  between  <<  all  grandsons,"  and  the  words  oc- 
curring here,  ^^all  the  grandsons,"  is  frivolous  and 
unfounded.  According  to  the  plain  grammatical  con- 
struction of  the  passage,  the  interest  given  to  the  first 
son  of  Joseph  Gompertz  attaining  twenty-one  was  not  to 
arise  until  after  the  failure  of  all  the  sons  and  grandsons 

of 

(a)  1  Eq.  Ah.  185.;  and  1  Vei.         (h)  1  P.  Wmt.  754. 
ten.  26.  (c)  li?tfM.S60. 
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18S7.       of  Isaac  Isaac,     The  Defendant,   Lyon  Gampertzj  in 
^^^^~^     order  to  support  his  title,  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
V.  word  ^^  all,"  and  to  substitute  for  it  the  word  '*  such  " 

QoMFZKTz.  ^j,  tj  gujd,"  or  some  other  equivalent  expressi<»,  before 
the  words  *^  sons  and  grandsons;''  but  the  will,  as  it 
stands,  is  perfecdy  intelligible  and  sensible,  and  such  an 
alteration,  so  far  from  being  called  for  by  the  manifest 
intent,  would  totally  change  the  meaning  and  eflfect 
of  the  sentence.  To  take  such  a  liberty  with  the 
text,  would  be,  in  eflPect,  to  make  a  new  will  for  the 
testator.  The  clause  consists  of  two  distinct  branches ; 
one  referring  to  a  particular  and  limited  portion  of 
the  class  of  sons  and  grandsons,  the  other  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  class  generally :  but,  if  the  Defendant's 
argument  prevails,  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  is  a 
mere  idle  repetition  of  the  former.  For  what  purpose 
were  the  two  branches  of  the  clause  expressed  in 
different  terms,  unless  the  testator  intended  to  em- 
ploy them  in  contradistinction  and  contrast  to  each 
other  ?  The  will  is  skilfully  and  technically  drawn,  and 
from  the  language  of  the  limitation  over,  in  the  event  of 
the  grandson  Benjamin  dying  without  having  a  son  who 
attained  twenty-one,  in  favour  oi  Joseph  and  his  first  son 
attaining  twenty-one,  it  is  obvious  that  the  testator  knew 
well  how  to  limit  a  gift;  over  so  as  to  take  effect  im- 
mediately ;  and  if  that  had  been  his  purpose  with  respect 
to  the  Gompertz  family,  he  would  have  adopted  a  similar 
form  of  expression.  The  clause  of  accumulation  carries 
the  case  no  further  than  the  clause  of  gift,  since  it 
merely  provides  for  the  minority  of  those  who  are  de- 
signated as  persons  to  take,  and  the  testator,  whatever 
he  might  intend,  could  not  make  such  a  provision  for 
persons,  who,  in  the  contemplation  of  law,  were  too 
remote.  All  the  cases  referred  to  turn  on  the  use  of 
the  word  "  issue,"  a  word  of  equivocal  and  very  flexible 
import ;  but  no  authority  has  been  or  can  be  produced 

for 
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fer  holding  that  the  words  <^  all  the  sons  and  grand-        1837. 
sons'*   can  be  cut  down  by  reference  or  implication,     ^J^"^^^^"^*^ 
so  as  to  mean  some  only  of  the  individuals  answering  •. 

that  description.  Here  are  no  words  of  limitation  to  ^*>"""***- 
issue  generally,  as  a  class,  the  extent  of  which  is  to  be 
explained  and  defined  by  the  mode  in  which  the  term 
has  been  previously  used.  That  was  the  principle  on 
which  the  Court  proceeded  in  deciding  Morse  v.  Lord 
Ormonde  (a) J  Malcolm  v.  Taylor  {b\  and  Trickey  v. 
Tridcey  (c),  but  it  has  no  application  in  the  present 
instance.  The  reasoning  and  the  jujdgment  of  Sir  John 
Leatk  in  Bristam  v.  BootUy  (d),  a  judgment  which  was 
aflSnned  by  Lord  Lyndhurst  on  appeal,  applies  directly 
to  the  present  question,  and  is  an  important  authority 
in  the  Plaintiffs'  &vour. 

The  following  cases  were  also  cited  for  the  Plaintifis ; 
Salkdd  v.  Vernon  (e),  Baldwin  v.  Karver  {g\  Doe  v. 
Zy(le{h),  Doe  v.  Perrin.  (i) 

Mr.  fFigranif  in  reply. 


The  Lord  Chancellor.  j^op.  4. 

The  question  raised  by  this  demurrer  is,  whether  the 
gift  of  the  residue  in  the  will  of  Henry  Isaac  be  void,  as 
too  remote. 

It  appears  that  at  the  time  of  making  the  will  the 
testator  had  two  sons,  Hyam  Isaac  and  Isaac  Isaac;  and 

that 

(a)  5  Mad.  99.;  and  1  Ruu.         (e)  1  Eden,€4. 
589.  {g)  Cowp,  309. 

ib)  5t]futt.  ^  Mylne,4\6.  (A)  1  T.  A. 595. 

{c)  3  Mylne  4*  Kten^  560.  (t}  3  T.  R.  484. 

(d)2S.HS.4eB. 
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that  this  Is€Uic  IsaachsA  two  sons,  Benjamin  and  Joseph 
Isaac;  and  that  the  testator  had  also  a  nephew,  Joseph 
GompefiZf  the  son  of  a  sister  and  the  father  of  the  De- 
fendant Hyam,  the  testator's  eldest  son,  appears  from 
the  will  to  have  been  guilty,  in  the  opinion  of  the  testator, 
of  extravagance.  The  testator,  by  his  will,  devised  all 
his  freehold  and  copyhold  estate,  except  some  premises 
in  London^  and  an  estate  at  WaUhamstawy  to  the  use  of 
Isaac  IsaaCf  his  son,  for  life ;  remainder  to  his  first  and 
other  sons  in  tail  male ;  remainder  to  his  nephew,  Joseph 
GomperiZy  in  fee,  —  passing  over  all  children  of  Hyam 
and  all  issue  female  of  Isaac  Isaac.  The  premises  in 
London^  with  the  furniture  and  effects  therein,  he  devised 
and  bequeathed  to  trustees,  in  trust  for  Isaac  Isaac,  for 
life;  remainder  to  Hyam,  for  life;  remainder  to  his 
nephew,  Joseph  Gompertz,  absolutely  —  thus  preferring 
him  to  any  issue  of  either  of  his  sons. 

The  estate  at  WaUhamstam  he  directed  should  be 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  as  the  residue  of  his  per- 
sonal estate. 

The  residue  of  his  personal  estate  he  gave  to  trustees, 
upon  trust  to  pay  his  debts  and  legacies,  in  which  were 
included  a  legacy  of  SOO/.  to  Hyam  ;  and  to  Isaac  Isaac 
a  legacy  of  500^,  and  2000/.  in  payment  of  Hyam*s 
debts,  and  to  jH^aTTt  himself  400/.  per  annum,  in  monthly 
payments,  for  his  subsistence ;  to  Isaac  Isaac  the  yearly 
sum  of  1100/.,  and  to  his  wife  surviving  500/.  per  an- 
num, for  the  support  of  herself  and  his  children  till 
twenty-five ;  to  the  sons  of  Isaac  Isaac,  living  at  the 
testator's  death,  2000/.  each  at  twenty-five ;  and  to  his 
daughters  2000/.  each  at  twenty-one,  or  marriage.  He 
also  gave  other  annuities  for  life,  and  directed  that  the 
residue  of  his  personal  estate  should  be  invested  in  the 
public  funds ;  and  that  the  dividends  should  be  laid  out 

to 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  145 

to  accumulate  until  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Isaac^  the       1837. 
eldest  son  of  his  son  Isaac  Isaacs  should  have  attained    ^7^^"*^' 
twenty-five ;  and  afler  that  time,  that  his  trustees  should  v. 

pay  the  interest  of  his  residuary  estate  and  of  the  ac-  Gompeetz. 
cumulations  to  his  said  grandson  for  life ;  and,  after  his 
death,  to  pay  the  principal  to  such  son  of  his  said  grand- 
son Benjamin  as  should  first  attain  twenty-one,  with 
maintenance  in  the  meantime  for  such  expectant  son  of 
his  grandson. 

If  hb  grandson  Benjamin  should  have  no  son  who 
should  attain  twenty-one,  then  there  was  a  similar 
direction  to  pay  the  dividends  to  his  grandson  Joseph 
Laacy  firom  his  age  of  twenty-five,  for  life;  and  after 
his  death,  to  pay  the  principal  to  such  son  of  hb  said 
grandson  Joseph^  as  should  first  attain  twenty-one,  with 
maintenance  for  such  expectant  son  of  Joseph.  And  if 
Joseph  should  have  no  son  who  should  attain  twenty- 
one,  then  a  precisely  similar  provbion  was  made  for  any 
other  son  of  the  testator's  son  Isaac' Isaac^  who  might 
be  born  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  who  should,  fer  the 
time,  be  the  eldest  son  of  Isaac  Isaac^  for  life,  firom 
twenty-five,  with  remainder  to  such  eldest  son  of  such 
other  son  of  Isaac  Isaac  as  should  first  attain  twenty-one. 
And  in  case  no  son  of  such  other  son  of  Isaac  Isaac^ 
so  bom  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  should  attain  twen^- 
one,  then  the  trustees  were  to  pay  and  transfer  the  re- 
sidue to  such  son  of  the  testator's  son  Isaac  Isaac^  born 
after  the  testator's  death,  as  should  first  attain  twenty- 
one,  with  maintenance  in  the  meantime  for  such  expectant 
son  oi  Isaac  Isaac^  born  after  the  testator's  death. 

Then  follow  the  words  upon  which  the  question  turns : 
^'  And  in  case  no  son  of  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac 
luLoc^  now  born,  or  hereafter  to  be  born  in  my  life- 
time, nor  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  haacy  born  afi«r 

Vol.  III.  L  my 
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18S7.  my  decease,  shall  live  to  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  then,  from  and  immediately  after  the  decease  of 
all  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac f 
I  do  hereby  will,  order,  and  direct,  that  my  said  trustees 
shall  and  do,"  &c.  He  then  directs  the  income  to  be 
paid  to  his  nephew  Joseph  Gompertz^  for  his  life,  and 
after  his  death,  the  principal  to  be  paid  to  such  son  of 
the  said  Joseph  Gompertz  as  should  first  attain  twenty- 
one.  And  in  case  Joseph  Gompertz  should  have  no  son 
who  should  live  to  attain  twenty-one,  he  directed  the 
principal  of  the  residue  and  the  accumulations  to  be  paid 
to  his  (the  testator's)  next  of  kin.  And  he  directed  that 
all  the  dividends  and  interest  which  should  arise  from 
such  residue,  and  the  accumulations  thereof,  <*  during 
the  time  or  times  that  any  of  the  sons  of  my  said  son 
Imac  IsaaCf  now  born,  or  hereafter  to  be  bom,  during 
my  lifetime,  and  entitled  to  take  under  this  my  will, 
shall  be  under  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  or  during 
the  time  or  times  that  any  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac 
IsaaCf  to  be  born  after  my  decease,  or  any  grandson  of 
my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac,  or  any  son  of  my  said  nephew 
Joseph  Gompertz,  entitled  to  take  under  this  my  will, 
shall  be  under  the  age  of  twen^-one  years,  over  and 
above  what  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  advanced  by 
my  said  trustees  for  the  maintenance  titid  education  of 
any  grandson  or  son  of  my  said  son  Isaac  Isaac,  or  any 
son  of  my  said  nephew,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  from  time 
to  time  laid  out  and  accumulate  and  be  deemed  and 
taken  as  part  of  the  residuum,"  &c. 

The  testator's  son,  Hyam,  having  died,  he  by  a 
codicil  revoked  the  provision  made  for  him,  and  made 
other  alterations  in  the  legacies  and  annuities  given  by 
his  will ;  but  nothing  in  this  or  the  other  codicil  seems 
to  bear  upon  the  question  made  upon  the  gift  of  the 
residue  by  the  will. 

It 
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It  is  obvious,  from  the  provisions  of  the  will,  that  the       16S7. 

author  of  the  will  knew  well  to  what  extent  the  law  would     ^^^^^^^ 

Sllicombb 
permit  the  vesting  of  the  residue  to  be  postponed,  and  «. 

intended  to  keep  within  those  limits. 


GOMPKRTZ. 


For  this  purpose  the  testator,  having  a  son,  Isaac 
lioacj  and  two  grandsons,  sons  of  that  son,  after  pro* 
viding  for  the  subsistence  of  the  father,  Isaac  Isaac^  gives 
to  the  sons  life  estates,  to  commence  at  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  and  gives  the  principal  to  such  of  those  sons' 
sons  as  shall  first  attain  twentfr-one.  Considering, 
also,  that  this  Isaac  Isaac  might  have  other  sons  bom 
in  the  testittor's  lifetime,  for  whom  and  for  whose  sons 
he  might  by  law  make  similar  provisions,  he  provides 
for  sons,  who  might  be  bom  in  his  own  lifetime,  and 
for  their  sons,  in  the  same  manner :  but  he  also  contem- 
plated the  possibility  thnt  Isaac  Isaac  might  have  sons 
bora  after  his  (the  testator's)  death,  and  knowing  that 
he  could  not  make  a  similar  provision  for  such  sons,  he 
directs  that,  upon  failure  of  the  prior  gifts,  the  pro- 
perty should  vest  in  such  of  such  sons  as  should  first 
attain  twenty- one. 

The  object  in  this  arrangement  appears  to  have  been, 
first,  to  keep  the  property  together;  there  being  no 
provision  for  any  younger  sons,  or  for  any  daughters  of 
Beryamin  or  Joseph,  or  of  any  other  sons  of  Isaac  Isaac^ 
bora  in  his  own  lifetime,  or  for  any  children  of  Ltiac 
IsaaCf  born  after  the  testator's  death,  except  such  son  as 
should  first  attain  twenty-one;  and  secondly,  to  post- 
pone the  vesting  as  long  as  the  rules  of  law  would  ad- 
mit, but  carefully  to  keep  within  them. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  gift  over,  under  which 
the  Defendant  claims,  is  only  to  take  efiect  after  the 
decease  of  all  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  Isaac  Isaac  ; 

L  2  and 
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and  that  such  limitation  is  too  remote,  and  therefore 
void.  Undoubtedly,  if  these  words  are  to  be  construed 
-ww~  literally,  it  would  be  too  remote.  But  the  first  con- 
GoMPxaTz.  sideration  is,  can  they,  consistently  with  the  prior  gift, 
be  construed  literally  ?  Of  all  the  grandsons  of  haac^ 
who  might  come  into  esse^  the  testator  provided  only 
for  one,  who,  to  become  entitled,  must  have  attained 
twenty-one,  and  be  born  of  a  lather  himself  bom  ia 
the  testator's  lifetime.  But  the  testator's  son,  Isaac 
Isaacy  might  have  had  sons,  born  after  the  testator's 
death,  who  might  have  died  under  twenty-one,  leaving 
sons;  and  as  Isaac  Isaac  had  three  daughters,  there 
was  every  probability  that  he  might  have  grandsons, 
the  sons  of  such  daughters.  For  such  grandchildren, 
however,  no  provision  is,  in  any  event,  made;  and  yet,  if 
the  words  are  to  be  construed  literally,  the  provision  for 
Joseph  Gompeiiz  and  his  son  is  not  to  take  place  until 
after  the  death  of  all  such  grandchildren  of  Isaac  Isaac^ 
although  all  the  objects  of  the  testator's  care  had  failed. 

To  account  for  this,  it  was  suggested,  that  this  might 
have  been  purposely  done,  by  permitting  the  property 
to  pass  to  such  grandchildren  as  next  of  kin.  If  the 
testator  had  had  any  such  object  in  contemplation,  he 
might  have  provided  for  it.  Why  could  he  not  provide 
for  the  children  of  a  son  of  Isaac  Isaac^  born  after  his 
own  death,  in  the  event  of  such  son  himself  dying.under 
twenty-one ;  and  why  could  he  not  provide  for  the  chil- 
dren of  daughters  of  Isaac  Isaac,  as  he  did  provide  for 
sons  of  his  sons  ?  Such  an  intention  would,  in  fact,  be 
inconsistent  with  the  whole  scheme  of  his  testamentary 
dispositions,  and  with  the  intention  manifest  from  all  its 
provbions. 

That  the  author  of  the  will  knew  the  rule  of  law  is 
manifest.    To  construe  these  words  literally  would  im- 
ply 
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ply  an  intention  to  violate  it,  and  thereby  to  defeat  the  1837. 

declared  intention  of  benefiting  Joseph  Gomperiz  and  y^^^^^^ 
his  son. 


GOMFEBTZ. 


It  is  said,  however,  that  the  testator  did  intend  the 
gift  to  Joseph  Gomperiz  to  take  place,  but  that  the  vest- 
ing of  it  was  purposely  postponed  until  afler  the  death 
of  ail  the  grandsons  of  Isaac  Isaac. 

This  of  course  assumes  an  intention,  that  the  gift 
should  take  effect,  and  that  it  should  be  so  postponed ; 
but  the  accumulation  clause  is  entirely  inconsistent  with 
this  supposition.  He  would  in  that  case  have  directed 
an  accumuladon  during  this  suspension  of  the  vesting, 
as  he  has  in  the  other  specified  case  of  suspension ; 
whereas  he  has  in  terms  confined  it  to  the  times  during 
which  a  son  of  a  son  of  Isaac  Isaac^  born  in  his  (the 
testator's)  lifetime  should  be  under  twenty-five,  or  any 
son  of  Isaac  Isaacj  born  after  his  own  death,  or  any 
grandson  of  Isaac  Isaacy  entitled  to  take  under  his  will, 
should  be  under  twenty-one.  It  is  also  obvious  that 
the  provision,  so  supposed  to  have  been  intentionally 
made,  would  not  in  all  probability  have  effected  the  sup- 
posed intended  object  The  income  of  the  property, 
between  the  time  of  the  failure  of  all  the  persons 
designated  to  take  and  the  deaths  of  all  the  sons  and 
grandsons,  being,  according  to  the  supposition,  undis- 
posed of^  would  have  become  the  property  of  the  next 
of  kin  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death;  and  the  next 
of  kin  might  have  been  some  of  those  designated  per- 
sons, not  intended  to  be  benefited,  unless  they  attained 
a  certain  age,  or  might  have  been  the  discarded  son 
Hyam^  for  whom  it  is  clear  that  the  testator  intended  to 
provide  a  mere  subsistence.  It  was  also  well  observed 
that  the  gift  to  the  Gomperiz  family  is  made  subject  to 
the  annuities  and  charges  given  and  created  by  the  will ; 

L  S  whereas 


150  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1837*       whereas,  according  to  the  construction  contended  for,  it 

J"^^"*^     was  also  to  be  subject  to  a  different  application  of  the 
Ellicombb  t  i*  1 

V.  income  during  the  lives  of  all  sons  and  of  all  grandsons 

GoMFBETz.     oi  Isaac  Isaac. 

If^  therefore,  these  words  are  to  receive  their  literal 
construction,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  testator's  in- 
tention will  be  wholly  defeated. 

It  was  indeed  contended,  for  the  Defendant  Lf/on 
Gompertzj  that  the  literal  construction  of  the  particular 
words  was  not  such  as  is  contended  for  by  the  Plaintifis. 
I  cannot  assent  to  that  proposition.  It  appears  to  me 
that  in  order  to  reconcile  the  different  parts  of  the  will, 
the  words  must  be  read  as  if  they  stood  thus, — after  the 
decease  of  *^  all  the  said^^  or  *^  all  such  sons  and  grand- 
sons," &c.  It  was  said,  that  the  words  <^  from  and 
immediately  after,"  &c.  would  be  useless  repetition  ac- 
cording to  the  construction  of  the  Defendant  But  that 
is  not  so ;  for  although  it  is  true  that  the  contingencies 
upon  which  the  gift  over  was  to  take  effect  are  before 
specified,  the  word  "  then,"  if  the  subsequent  words  had 
been  omitted,  would  not  have  been  an  adverb  of  time, 
but  would  have  meant  <*  in  those  events ;"  and  the  tes- 
tator's object,  as  afterwards  expressed,  was,  in  those 
events,  to  give  the  property  to  Joseph  Gompertz^  but  not 
until  after  the  deaths  of  such  sons  and  grandsons  of 
Isaac  IsaaCf  so  contingently  entitled,  during  whose  lives 
the  accumulation  is  afterwards  directed :  and  the  words 
^*  from  and  immediately  after  the  decease,"  were  probably 
introduced  with  a  view  to  the  accumulation  afterwards 
directed,  and,  if  so,  they  must  be  confined  to  periods 
during  which  the  accumulations  are  directed,  namely, 
the  lives  of  grandsons  of  Isaac  Isaac,  who  would  have 
taken  had  they  lived,  and  not  the  lives  of  grandsons 
who  in  no  event  could  have  been  entitled. 

These 
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These  other  parts  of  the  case  appear  to  me  to  leave       1837. 
no  doubt  of  the  testator's  intention.     But  suppose  the     ^"^^^^"^ 
case  had  stood  simply  thus :  •»  Provision  is  made  for  «• 

certain  members  of  a  class  answering  a  particular  de- 
scription, and  then  a  gift  over  b  made  upon  the  failure 
of  the  class.  If  it  be  clear  that  the  whole  of  the  class 
were  not  to  take,  the  gift  X)ver,  though  made  to  depend 
vpon  the  failure  of  the  whole  class,  will  be  construed  to 
take  place  upon  the  &ilure  of  that  description  of  the 
class,  who  were  to  take ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it 
appears  that  all  the  class  were  intended  to  take,  although 
some  only  are  enumerated,  and  the  gift  over  be  upon  the 
failure  of  the  whole  class,  the  Court  will  adopt  such  a 
construction  as  will  extend  the  benefit,  in  the  best  way 
the  law  will  admit,  to  the  whole  class.  Of  both  these 
propositions  the  authorities  present  many  examples. 

In  Trickey  v.  Trickey  (a),  the  testator  had  provided 
for  the  children  of  his  daughter  at  twenty-one,  with  a 
proviso  that  the  children  of  any  child  of  his  daughter 
dying  in  the  mother's  lifetime  should  stand  in  the  plac^ 
of  the  parent ;  and  then  made  a  gift  over,  upon  the  death 
of  all  children  of  his  daughter  under  twenty-one,  or  not 
leaving  issue  who  should  live  to  attain  that  age.  This 
limitation  over  was  held  not  too  remote,  the  generality 
of  the  expression  being  confined  by  the  prior  provi- 
sions. 

In  Bristctm  v.  Boothby{b\  decided  by  Sir  John  Leack^ 
and  affirmed  by  Lord  Lyndhurstf  on  appeal  (c),  the  de- 
cision was  the  other  way,  upon  the  circumstances  of  the 
case ;  but  the  principle  is  recognised,  Lord  Lyndhurst^ 
m  his  judgment,  observing  that  the  question-was,  whether 

the 

(a)  5  Mylne  4*  ^een^  560.  (c)  30th  June  18S9. 

{b)  9Sim.^  SUU.46S. 
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the  term  *^  issue  **  was  to  be  taken  generally,  or  to  be 
restricted  so  as  to  denote  issue  before  mentioned,  and 
concluding  by  saying  that  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
there  were  any  circumstances  to  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  term  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  restricted  sense 
with  respect  to  the  previous  limitation,  (a)  In  Ginger 
dem.  White  v.  White  (b),  and  Goodright  dem.  Docking  y. 
Dunham  (c),  there  were  gifts  to  children  of  a  person 
named,  and  gifts  over  if  that  person  should  die  without 
issue,  an  expression  which  was  held  to  mean  such  issue 
as  before  mentioned,  that  is,  children. 


The  cases  in  which  a  gift  over,  upon  a  tenant  for  life 
under  the  will  dying  without  issue,  has  been  held  to 
enlarge  the  estate  for  life  into  an  estate  tail,  where  some 
children  only  of  such  tenant  for  life  have  been  before 
provided  for,  in  order  to  let  in  others,  proceed  upon  the 
supposed  intention ;  and  the  rule  is  not  applied  where 
such  intention  to  provide  for  all  appears  to  be  negatived, 
as  in  Blackbom  v.  Edgley  {d\  in  which  a  gift  over  in  case 
the  tenant  for  life  should  die  without  issue,  was  con- 
strued as  if  it  had  been,  *<  should  die  without  sitch  issue.'' 
In  Morse  v.  Lord  Ormonde  (^),  affirmed  by  Lord  Eldon 
on  appeal  (g),  estates  in  tail  male  were  given  to  sons  of 
the  testatrix's  daughter,  with  remainder  to  the  daughters 
of  such  daughter  in  tail,  and  then  various  sums  charged 
on  the  estates  were  bequeathed  after  the  decease  and 
failure  of  issue  of  the  daughter ;  and,  upon  a  question 
with  respect  to  the  validity  of  those  charges,  it  was  held 
that  the  words  *^  failure  of  issue "  must  be  construed 

"  fisulure 


(a)  The  Lord  Chancellor  here 
referred  to  a  cote  of  Lord  Lynd- 
Attr«^*8  judgment,  with  which  he 
had  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Rw' 
ieU. 


{b)  WiiUs,  34S. 
(c)  Dougl.264. 
{d)  1  P.  Wms.  600, 
le)  5  Mad.  99, 
(g)  1  Ruu.ssa. 
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^'faHure  of  issue  aforesaid;"  that  is,  failure  of  the  objects        1887. 
of  the  prior  limitations. 

In  Malcolm  v.  Taylor  (a),  the  words  "  dying  without 
issue''  were  construed  to  mean  "  without  such  issue  as 
would  take  under  the  prior  limitation ;"  Sir  John  Leach^ 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  saying,  that  it  is  a  reasonable  in- 
tendment that  a  subsequent  limitation  is  meant  to  take 
effect  upon  feilure  of  the  prior  gift,  and  as  a  substitution 
in  that  event. 

The  cases  of  this  kind,  referred  to  for  the  Plaintifl^, 
oiLangley  v.  Baldwin  (&),  and  Attomey^General  v.  5«/- 
ton  (r),  do  not  decide  that  a  general  devise  upon  which 
a  gift  over  is  expressed  to  depend  cannot  be  confined 
by  the  intention  apparent  upon  other  parts  of  the  case; 
but  they  are  cases  in  which  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
give  to  such  words  their  full  ordinary  meaning,  in  order 
to  effectuate  the  apparent  intention,  and  to  let  in  chil- 
dren, to  exclude  whom  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
intention,  but  with  respect  to  whom  it  simply  appeared 
that  the  former  enumeration  would  not  include  them. 
In  all  the  cases  of  limitation  over  of  personal  property 
upon  a  dying  without  issue,  or  upon  a  failure  of  issue, 
after  a  prior  gift  to  issue  of  a  particular  description,  that 
is,  children,  collected  by  Mr.  Jarman^  in  his  edition  of 
Powell  on  Devises  (d),  the  words  "  such  issue,"  or  "  issue 
aforesaid,"  are  important. 

There  is,  in  the  present  case,  a  peculiarity  which  dis- 
tinguishes it  from  most  othefs.  There  is  no  ambiguity 
as  to  the  contingency  or  event  upon  which  the  gift 

over 

(a)  S  Haw.  4*  Mylne,  416.  (e)  1  P.  Wmt,  754. 

{h)  1  Eq.  Ab.  185.;  and  1  Va.         (d)  Vol.  ii.  p.  550. 
ten.  26. 
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18S7*        over  is  to  take  e£G^;  but  the  only  question  is,  whetber, 
Elucomu     ^"^  contingency  or  event  haying  happened,  the  gift 
V.  over  is  to  be  suspended  in  enjoyment  until  after  the 

deaths  of  certain  persons,  who  are  not,  in  any  construc- 
tion, to  be  objects  of  the  gift. 

The  result  of  all  the  authorities  is,  that  in  such  cases 
as  the  present,  if  it  be  necessary  to  put  a  restricted  sense 
upon  the  words  used  in  the  gift  over,  in  order  ^to 
eflfectuate  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  as  evidenced 
by  other  parts  of  the  will,  it  is  competent  for  the 
Court  to  do  so;  and  being  satisfied,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  before  given,  that  the  intention  of  this  testator 
was,  that  the  gift  over  should  take  effect  upon  the  fiiilure 
of  the  objects  particularly  described  as  the  objects  of 
his  prior  gift,  I  am  of  opinion  that  I  must  hold  Lifon 
Gomperiz  to  be  entitled,  and  consequently  that  the  de- 
murrer must  be  allowed. 


Ju/yss.  The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  v.  KNIGHT. 

Where  in  an     ^I^HIS  was  an  information  and  bill  filed  by  the  At- 
and  bin  the  tomey-General,  at  the  relation  of  WiUiam  Sutton^ 

lame  indi-  ^     on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  parishioners 
vidua!  who  IS    .  .  .  .       •      .  ,t       i         .1    ,,..„. 

named  as  the    mterested  m  a  certam  charity,  and  by  the  said  nilltam 

thSaimiff'^  Sitf^<w  as  Plaintiff,  suing  in  his  own  right,  against  several 

suing  in  his  persons  who  were  trustees  of  the  charity  estates.  Shortly 

SlfTcouit  ^^^  *®  information  and  bill  was  put  upon  the  file, 

will  not  dis*  some  of  the  Defendants  presented  a  memorial  to  the 

formation  AUomey-Generolj  alleging  that  the  relator  was  a  day- 

and  bill  upon  labourer, 

the  ground  ' 

that  the  relator,  having  been  required  by  the  Attorney- General  to  give  security 
lur  costs,  has  failed  to  do  so. 
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labourer,  possessed  of  no  property,  and  that  the  suit 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  proceed  until  the  relator 
had  given  securi^  to  answer  the  costs.  Upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  memorial,  it  was  objected  that,  inasmuch 
as  Sutton  was  not  only  a  relator,  but  also  a  Plaintiff  on 
his  own  behalf,  the  Attorney-General  had  no  control  or 
jurisdiction  over  the  suit.  The  Attorney-General  how- 
ever thought  otherwise;  and  being  of  opinion  that  Sutton 
was  not  a  fit  person  to  be  a  relator,  he  directed  that  all 
further  proceedings  should  be  stayed  until  a  proper 
relator  was  appointed,  or  sufficient  security  given  for 
the  costs. 


18S7. 


Attohney- 

GfiMEAAL 

Knigbt.    ' 


The  form  of  the  security  proper  to  be  given  in  such 
a  case  was  afterwards  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  upon  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
iuformatioii  and  bill  unless  the  relator  should  give  sAtis- 
factory  security;  when  his  Honor  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  security  proposed  to  be  given  by  the  relator, 
which  was  the  bond  of  an  individual  for  the  sum  of 
lOOl^  was  not  sufficient;  and  he  referred  it  to  the  Master 
to  settle  the  form  and  extent  of  the  requisite  security  in 
case  the  parties  differed. 

Subsequently  the  matter  was  again  brought  before  his 
Honor,  and  bis  attention  was,  for  the  first  time,  called 
to  the  fact,  that  this  was  not  merely  an  information, 
but  an  information  and  bill;  and  it  was  urged  that  the 
Court  had  no  authority  to  compel  a  relator,  who  was 
also  a  plaintiff  in  the  suit,  to  give  security  for  costs. 
The  Vice-Chancellor  was  of  that  opinion,  and  the  ap- 
plication was  therefore  refused. 


Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Koe^  for  the  Defendants,  who  ap- 
pealed against  his  Honor's  order,  submitted  that  the 
Attorney-General  bad  a  perfect  right  to  withdraw  him- 
self 
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Attornrt* 
General 

9, 

'   Knight. 


self  from  any  information  instituted  by  his  authority, 
whenever  the  conduct  or  character  of  the  parties  pro- 
secuting it,  as  relators,  did  not  meet  his  approbation ; 
and  the  suit  would  then  of  course  fall  to  the  ground. 
He  could  also^  if  he  pleased,  permit  the  relators  to 
proceed  with  it  upon  such  terms  as  he  thought  fit  to 
impose.  It  was  upon  this  ground  that  he  had  here 
called  upon  the  relator  to  give  satisfactory  security  for 
the  costs;  and  the  circumstance  that  the  relator  was 
also  the  Plaintiff  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be 
subject  to  the  same  control  as  any  other  individual 
undertaking  the  responsibilities  of  that  office. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  this  was  substan- 
tially a  suit  in  which  there  were  two  Plaintifis,  the  one 
the  Attorney-General  at  the  relation  of  William  Sutiany 
and  the  other  William  Sutton  himself,  suing  in  his  own 
right  The  circumstance  of  Sutton  filling  the  double 
character  of  relator  and  PlaintiflP  appeared  to  him  to 
make  no  difference  at  all  in  the  question,  which  ought  to 
be  determined  upon  the  same  principle  as  if  distinct 
persons  acted  in  each  capacity.  In  that  case  it  would  be 
clear  that  the  Attorney-General  could  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  conduct  of  the  Plaintiff  in  the  bill,  what- 
ever right  he  might  have  to  interfere  for  the  purpose  of 
controlling  the  proceedings  in  the  information.  The 
only  question  was,  whether  the  Court  had  any  authority 
to  stop  the  Plaintiff's  suit,  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
an  insufficient  or  improper  person  to  be  named  as  re- 
lator in  the  information.  No  decision  had  been  pro- 
duced in  support  of  the  affirmative  of  the  proposition  : 
the  Vice- Chancellor,  when  his  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  point,  was  of  opinion  that  the  Court  possessed  no 
such  authority;  and  in  that  opinion  he  entirely  con- 
curred. 

Motion  refused,  with  costs. 


I 
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PRICE  V.  CARVER.  Ma^nu 

Avg.  30. 

N  this  case  the  bill  was  filed  by  an  equitable  mort-  A'decree  of 
gagee  of  copyhold  property,  by  deposit  of  copies  of  ,^n8^*an^ 
court  roll,  praying  a  foreclosure.     Some  of  the  parties  infant,  must 
interested  in  the  equity  of  redemption  were  infants.     At  ^  day  to 'shew 
the  hearing,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  8th  of  <=*""«  against 
April  18S7,  his  Lordship  made  the  usual  decree  for  a  after  heattains 
foreclosure ;  but,  in  drawing  up  the  decree,  a  question  **f°-?u^^®'j 
arose  whether  the  infant  Defendants  were  to  have  a  day  ing  the  pro- 
to  shew  cause  against  the  decree  when  they  should  attain  a^  n*G  4 
twenty-one.  &  i  fF.  4,  ' 

c,47.M.  10,11. 

Mr.  Turner,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

It  is  material,  for  the  Plaintiff,  that  the  decree  should 
be  drawn  up  in  the  proper  form,  and  that  the  infant 
De/eodants  should  not  have  any  ground  for  shewing 
error  in  it.  The  doubt  upon  this  subject  arises  in  con- 
sequence of  the  decision  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  in  the 
case  of  Pattys  v.  Mansfield  (a),  upon  the  10th  and  11th 
sections  of  the  act  1 1  G.  4.  &  1  W.  4.  c.  47.  (&) 

His 

(a)  6  Sim.  637,  or  together  with  any  other  per- 

(6)  The  tenth  and  eleventh  son  or  persons,  the  parol  shall 

sections  of  this  act  are  in  the  not  demur,  but  such  action,  suit, 

following  words :  —  or  other  proceeding  shall  be  pro« 

Sect.  10.  And  be  it  further  secuted  and  carried  on  in  the 

eoacted,  that  from  and  after  the  same  manner  and  as  effectually 

pasang  of  this  act,  where  any  as  any  action  or  suit  could  before 

actbn,  suit,  or  other  proceeding  the  passing  of  this  act  be  carried 

for  the  payment  of  debts,  or  any  on  or  prosecuted  by  or  against 

other  purpose,  shall   be  com-  any  infant,  where,  according  to 

menced  or   prosecuted    by  or  law,  the  parol  did  not  demur, 

against  any  infant  under  the  age  Sect.  11.    And  be  it  further 

of  twenty-one  years,  either  alone  enacted,   that  where  any  suit 

hath 


158 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY- 


1837. 


His  Honor  would  seem  to  have  been  of  opinion  that 
before  the  passing  of  that  act,  the  day  to  shew  cause  had 
been  given  only  by  analogy  to  the  parol  demurring ; 
and  that  the  abolition  of  the  demurring  of  the  parol 
lUYolved  the  abolition  of  the  day  to  shew  cause.  This, 
however,  is  a  misconception.  The  rule  which  allowed 
an  infant  a  day  to  shew  cause,  may  perhaps  be  accurately 
stated  as  having  been  applicable  to  two  cases,  one,  that 
of  a  mortgage,  in  which  also  the  parol  may  have  been 
allowed  to  demur;  and  the  other,  that  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  take  an  estate  out  of  an  infant;  Sheffield  v. 
The  Duchess  of  Buckingham  (a),  Blotch  v.  Wilder,  (b) 
According  to  the  old  law,  when  real  estates  descended 
to  an  infant  heir  in  fee,  the  parol  demurred ;  but  when 
they  descended  subject  to  a  trust  or  charge  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  or  legacies,  the  parol  did  not  demur;  but 
yet,  in  the  latter  case,  the  direction  in  the  decree  was 
that  the  infant  should  convey  when  he  attained  twenty- 
one, 


hatb  been  or  shall  be  instituted 
in  any  court  of  equity  for  the 
payment  of  any  debts  of  any 
person  or  persons  deceased,  to 
which  their  heir  or  heirs,  devisee 
or  devisees,  may  he  subject  or 
liable,  and  -such  court  of  equity 
shall  decree  tlie  estates  liable  to 
such  debts,  or  any  of  them,  to 
be  sold  for  satisfaction  of  such 
debt  or  debts;  and  by  reason  of 
the  infancy  of  any  such  heir  or 
heirs,  devisee  or  devisees,  an  im- 
mediate conveyance  thereof  can- 
not, as  the  law  at  present  stands, 
be  compelled,  in  every  such 
case  such  court  shall  direct,  and, 
if  necessar}',  compel  such  in- 
fant or  infants  to  convey  such 


estates  so  to  be  sold,  (by  all  pro- 
per assurances  in  the  law,)  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof, 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  said 
court  shall  think  proper  and  di- 
rect; and  every  such  infant  shall 
make  such  conveyance  accord- 
ingly; and  every  such  convey- 
ance shall  be  as  valid  and  effec- 
tual, to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  if  such  person  or  persons, 
being  an  infant  or  infants,  was 
or  were  at  the  time  of  executiog 
the  same,  of  the  full  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 

(a)  Wesfs  Rep.  Temp.  Hard. 
682.    See  p.  684. 

(6)  lind.  322.     See  p.  324. 
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one,  unless  he  shewed  cause  to  the  contrary ;  Hargrave 
T.  Tindal  (a),  Mould  v*  WiUiamson  (6),  Pope  v.  Gmfti  (c), 
UoedaleY.  Uvedale.{d) 

The  proper  form  of  the  decree  in  this  case  will  be  to 
direct  an  account  of  what  is  due  for  principal,  interest, 
and  costs ;  to  declare  that,  in  de&ult  of  payment,  all 
parties  shall  be  foreclosed ;  and  that  the  adult  Defend- 
ants shall  convey  immediately,  and  the  in&nt  Defendants 
shall  convey  when  they  come  of  age,  unless,  being  served 
with  a  subfpoenoj  they  shall  shew  cause  against  the  de- 
cree. The  Defendants  propose  that  the  decree  should 
direct  that  the  PlaintifT  shall  hold  and  enjoy  until  the 
infants  attain  twenty-one.  That  proposed  provision  is 
adopted  from  the  form  of  the  decree  in  Spencer  v. 
Bo}fe$.  {e)  That  decree,  however,  is  not  in  the  form 
now  used;  for  the  Court  now  decrees  a  foreclosure  in 
the  first  instance.  Upon  referring  to  that  case  in  the 
Registrar's  Book,  it  appears  that  it  was  a  case  in  which 
the  mor^iaged  property  had  been  conveyed  by  the  mort- 
gagor to  the,  mortgagee  by  lease  and  release ;  and  the 
mortgagor,  who  was  the  Defendant  in  the  suit,  had 
entered  into  a  covenant  for  further  assurance.  A  bill 
having  been  filed  for  a  foreclosure,  the  Defendant,  by 
his  answer,  stated  that  the  property  was  copyhold,  and 
did  not  pass  by  the  conveyance :  upon  which  a  supple- 
mental bill  was  filed,  stating  the  covenant  for  further 
assurance ;  and  Lord  Alvanley  held  that,  under  such  a 
covenant,  the  PlaintifiP  could  not  be  entitled  to  a  better 
conveyance  than  that  which  would  be  made  by  lease 
and  release. 


1887. 


Mr.  Heberden^  for  the  infant  Defendants. 


{a)  I  Bro,C,  C.156.ii. 
{h)  2Cojr»386. 
(c)  a  Didc.  6S3. 


{d)  sAik.m. 
le)  4  Vet.  570. 


The 
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18S7.  The  legislature  can  only  be  considered  as  having 

abolished  the  strict  technical  demurrer  of  the  parol. 
Strictly  speaking,  the  parol  demurred  only  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  infant  heir  was  sued  by  the  creditor 
of  his  ancestor:  Flasket  v.  Beebt/{a),  Chaplin  v.  Chap- 
lin.{b)  In  equity,  however,  it  appears  to  have  been 
held  that  the  parol  should  be  allowed  to  demur  in  favour 
of  a  devisee,  although  at  law  it  would  demur  only  in 
&vour  of  an  heir :  PaaaeU  v.  Robins  (c),  Lard  Falkland 
v,  Bertie  (d).  Eyre  v.  The  Countess  of  Shajisbmy  (e\ 
Napier  v.  Lady  Ejffingham  (g),  KekaU  v.  Kelsall.  {h) 
The  determinations  in  Uvedale  v.  Uvedale  and  Mould  v. 
Williamson  proceeded  upon  the. ground  that  a  court  of 
equity,  having  special  jurisdiction  over  infants,  would 
protect  their  interests.  So  also  Lechmere  v.  Brazier  (i), 
Scarth  V.  Cotton  (*),  Srveet  v.  Fartridge  (/),  shew  the 
utmost  extent  to  which  the  Court  has  gone  in  relieving 
creditors  against  the  heir.  Where  a  conveyance  is 
directed,  it  follows,  of  necessity,  that  a  day  must  be 
given  to  shew  cause. 

The  act  of  parliament  was  passed  for  the  particular 
object  of  facilitating  the  payment  of  debts  out  of  real 
estate.  Its  terms,  however,  are  general  enough  to 
apply  to  all  cases ;  but  that  they  were  not  intended  to 
be  understood  in  their  largest  extent,  appears  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  case  of  an  infant  heir  of  a  vendor 
is  provided  for  by  a  subsequent  statute. 

This  case  is  precisely  similar  to  Spencer  v.  Boyes. 

Mr. 

(fl)  4  Etut,  485.  {g)  S  P,  W.  401. 

{b)  5  P.  W,  365.  See  p.  568.  (A)  2  Mylne  ^  Keen,409. 

(c)  7  ye$.909.  (f)  3  J:  <f  ^.287.  See  p.  290. 

Id)  2  Fern.  342.  (k)  Jacob,  GS5.  n. 

{e)  2  P.  W,  103.  See  p.  110.   .       (/)  1  Cox,  453, 
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Mr.  Thmerj  in  reply,  1837. 

When  Powell  v.  Bobins  was  decided,  Flasket  v.  Beeby 
had  not  been  determined.  In  Kelsall  v.  KelsaU^  Lord 
Brougham  expressly  says,  that  the  privilege  of  putting 
in  a  new  answer  does  not  extend  to  decrees  in  fore- 
closure suits,  and  that  an  infant  may  be  foreclosed. 


T^e  Lord  Chancellor.  Atig,  zo. 

The  question  argued  in  this  case  upon  the  minutes 
was,  whether  the  infant  Defendants  were  to  have  a  day 
to  shew  cause  after  attaining  twenty-one.  I  have  not 
seen  the  pleadings,  but,  from  the  form  of  the  decree,  I 
presume  that  the  Plaintiff  is  an  equitable  mortgagee, 
and  that  the  legal  estate  is  in  the  infants.  The  decree, 
in  the  event  of  the  mortgage  not  being  redeemed,  after 
directing  a  foreclosure,  directs  a  surrender  or  convey- 
ance of  the  legal  estate  to  the  PlaintifiP.  Whether  this 
be  the  proper  form  of  decree,  has  not  been  argued 
before  me ;  but  the  parties  may  probably  be  advised  to 
consider  whether  a  sale  would  not  be  the  proper  course. 
I  proceed,  however,  to  consider  the  only  question  ar- 
gued before  me,  namely,  whether,  supposing  the  decree 
to  be  in  other  respects  correct,  the  infant  Defendants 
ought  to  have  a  day  to  shew  cause,  after  attaining 
twenty-one.  That  they  would  have  had  a  day  to  shew 
cause,  according  to  the  course  hitherto  pursued,  is  quite 
clear,  the  decree  being  both  to  foreclose  and  to  procure  a 
conveyance  from  the  infants.  But  it  is  said  that  the  stat. 
U  G.  4.  &  1  fF.  4.  c.  47.  s.  10.  has  altered  the  course  of 
proceeding.  That  statute  only  enacts  that  the  parol  shall 
not  in  future  demur.  If  the  parol  demurring  and  the 
giving  a  day  to  an  infant  be  synonymous  terms,  then  this 
statute  has  prohibited  the  giving  a  day  in  future ;  but 
if  the  terms  be  not  synonymous,  then  the  statute  does 

Vol.  IIL  M  not 
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1 837*  not  afiect  the  practice  in  question  in  this  case.  I  hare 
always  conceiTed  that  the  parol  demurred  in  equity  in 
those  cases  only  in  which  it  would  have  demurred  at 
law.  The  origin  and  limits  of  this  course  at  law  are  well 
explained  in  Phuket  y.  Beeby{a);  and  the  cases  there 
put,  of  the  parol  demurring,  have  no  reference  to  the 
cases  in  equity  in  which  a  day  is  giren  to  an  inEunt  to 
shew  cause;  indeed,  the  shape  of  the  decree  in  the  two 
cases  is  perfecdy  difierent.  When  the  parol  demurs  in 
equity,  nothing  is  done  to  afiect  the  in&nt ;  but  when  a 
day  is  given,  the  decree  is  complete;  but  the  in&nt  has 
a  day  given  to  shew  cause  against  it,  and  if  he  do  not 
shew  good  cause  within  the  time  specified,  he  is  bound. 
In  some  cases,  indeed,  the  distinction  is  most  apparent,  the 
Court  deciding  that  the  parol  did  not  demur,  and  there- 
fore making  the  decree,  but  giving  the  in&nt  a  day  to 
shew  cause.  In  Uvedale  v.  Uvedale{b)f  Lord  Hard^ 
mcke  puts  a  case  in  which  the  parol  could  not  have  de- 
murred, but  the  infant  would  have  had  a  day  given.  So 
in  Chaplin  v.  Chaplin  (c),  it  was  held  that  the  parol  did 
not  demur;  but  the  legal  estate,  being  in  the  son,  could 
not  have  been  got  from  him  till  twenty-one,  and  the 
decree  must  have  given  him  a  day  to  shew  cause.  In 
Fountain  v.  Caine  {d)j  there  was  a  trust  to  pay  debts, 
and  the  parol  did  not  demur,  but  a  day  was  ^ven  to 
the  infant.  PcnoeU  v.  Robins  {e)  was  a  case  in  which  the 
parol  demurred,  and  no  sale  was  directed  till  the  heir 
attained  twenty-one.  In  Pcpe  v.  Gvn^  (g)  the  assets 
were  held  to  be  equitable ;  and  the  parol  did  not  demur, 
but  a  day  was  given  to  the  infant  heir.  Spencer  v. 
Bcffes  (h)  was  not  a  case  of  the  parol  demurring,  but  a 
day  to  shew  cause  was  given  to  the  infant  heir.    All 

cases 

(•)  4  SoMi,  4S5.  (e)  7  Fet.  209. 

(*)  5Aik.n7.  (g)  8  Vei.2S.n.}  9  2)iek.689. 

(cj  8  P.  W. 365.;  see  p. 368.  (h)  4  re«.57a 

(<0  IP.  IV.  504. 


The  decree,  as  ultimately  drawn  up,  stood  as  fol- 
lows:— 

His  Lordship  doth  order  and  decree  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Master  of  this  Court,  in  rotation,  to  take 
an  aocottnt  of  what  is  due  to  the  Plaintiff  for  principal 
and  interest  in  respect  of  the  mortgage  security  in  the 
[headings  mentioned,  and  to  tax  the  costs  of  this  snit. 
And  upon  the  Defendants,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
paying  to  the  Plaintiff  what  the  said  Master  shall  find 
due  to  her  for  such  principal  and  interest  as  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  costs  of  this  suit,  within  six  months  after  the 
said  Master  shall  have  made  his  report,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  said  Master  shall  appoint,  it  is  ordered 

that 
[a)  See  SchoUfield  ?.  Heafidd,  7  Sim,  669. 
M  2 
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cases  of  foreclosure  and  partition,  and  all  others  in  ^  1887. 
which  a  conveyance  is  required  from  an  heir,  except 
those  in  which  the  parol  would  demur  at  law,  are  cases 
in  which  a  day  is  given,  but  the  parol  does  not  demur. 
Of  all  such  cases  the  statute  takes  nanotice^  and  afibrds 
no  remedy  for  them,  except  that  by  the  eleventh  section  it 
enables  the  Court  to  take  from  the  infant  the  legal  estate 
of  property  decreed  to  be  sold  for  the.  payment  of  debts, 
but  for  that  purpose  only.  In  all  other  cases  in  which 
a  conveyance  is  required  from  an  infant,  the  law  re- 
mains as  before,  and  the  practice,  therefore,  must  remain 
the  same.  There  must  be  a  decree  for  the  infant  to 
convey  at  twenty-one,  and  he  must  have  a  day  to  shew 
causey  as  before,  (a) 

The  present  is  precisely  such  a  case ;  and  I  think, 
therefore,  that  the  decree,  if  taken  in  its  present  form, 
must  be  according  to  the  former  practice,  which  I  ap- 
prehend to  be  as  the  minutes  stood  altered  by  the 
Plaintiff. 


^ 
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1837.  ^     that  the  Plaintiff  do  deliver  up  to  the  Defendants  so 
paying  her,  the  memorandum  in  the  bill  mentioned,  and 
do  execute  all  necessary  acts  and  deeds  for  releasing 
and  discharging  the  premises  in  question  from  payment 
of  the  principal  and  mterest  secured  on  the  same,  and 
from  any  incumbrances  done  by  her,  or  any  claiming 
under  her,  and  deliver,  upon  oath,  all  the  title  deeds  and 
writings  in  her  custody  or  power  relating  to  the  said 
premises  to  the  Defendants,  or  as   they  shall  direct. 
But  in  default  of  the  Defendants,  or  any  of  them,  so 
paying  to  the  Plaintiff  what  shall  be  found  due  as  afore- 
said, at  the  time  aforesaid,  the  Defendants  are,  from 
thenceforth,  to  stand  absolutely  debarred  and  foreclosed 
of  and  from  all  right,  title,  interest,  and  equity  of  re- 
demption, of,  in,  and  to  the  said  premises.     And  in  case 
of  such  foreclosure,  the  Defendants  are  to  deliver  up  to 
the  said  Plaintiff  the  possession  of  the  said  mortgaged 
premises.      And  the  Defendants,    Thomas  Carver  and 
Mary  his  wife,  John  Dodvoell  and  William  DodweU,  and 
the  Defendants  the  infants,  William  DodweU  the  younger, 
Sarah  Dodwelly  Mary  Dodwell^  and  Theresa  Dodwell^ 
on  their  attaining  twenty -one,  are  to  do  all  necessary 
acts,  so  as  duly  to  convey,  surrender,  and  assure  the 
same  to  the  Plaintiff.     And  this  decree  is  to  be  binding 
on  the  Defendants,  the  in&nts,  unless,  on  being  served 
with  subpcena^  they  shall,  within  six  months  after  they 
shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one,  shew  unto  this  Court 
good  cause  to  the  contrary.     And  for  the  better  taking 
of  the  said  accounts,  the  parties  are  to  produce,  before 
the  said    Master,   upon  oath,  all  deeds,   papers,   and 
writings  in  their  custody,  or  power  relating  thereto; 
and  are  to  be  examined  upon  interrogatories  as  the  said 
Master  shall  direct,  who,  in  taking  the  said  account,  is 
to  make  unto  the  parties  all  just  allowances,  and  any  of 
the  parties  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  this  Court  as 
they  may  be  advised.'' 
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18S7. 

SMITH  V.  OLIVER.  Julyss. 

nnHE  bill  was  filed  on  the  20th  of  October  1886,  The  nth 
-■-    and  the  answer  on  the  20th  of  Januaty  1837.     On  appUw^'only^* 
the  2d  of  May  1837,  the  Plaintiff  filed  a  replication,  of  ^o  cases  in 
which,  however,  no  notice  was  given  to  the  Defendants.  Plaintiff  re- 
No  subpcena  to  rejoin  was  served ;  and  the  Defendants,  flf'"'?*  a  com- 

,  ,      ^  ,'L  .         r  .  1  mission. 

on  the  25th  of  May^  gave  notice  of  a  motion,  and,  on 

the  2d  of  June^  moved,  to  dismiss  tlie  bill  for  want  of 
prosecution.  Upon  that  motion,  the  Vice-Chancellor 
held  that  it  was  not  requisite  for  the  Plaintiff  to  give 
notice  of  having  filed  a  replication,  but  that  the  De- 
fendants ought  to  ascertain  how  that  fact  was,  befoi'c 
giving  notice  of  motion  to  dismiss :  and  it  being  stated 
at  the  bar,  that  the  Plaintiff  did  not  require  a  commis- 
sion to  examine  witnesses,  his  Honor  decided  that  the 
seventeenth  order  of  1831  did  not  apply,  but  that  the 
case  must  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  old  practice ; 
and  he  accordingly  refused  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  now  brought  on,  by  way  of  appeal, 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Bazalgelle^  for  the  motion. 

This  case  is  distinguishable  from  WiUiams  v.  Jana'- 
wy{a)i  for  there  a  subpcma  to  rejoin  was  served,  and 
the  motion  was  grounded  on  default  in  the  subsequent 
proceedings ;  whereas  here,  no  such  subpoena  has  been 
served,  although,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the 
seventeenth  order  of  1831,  it  ought  to  have  been  served 
within  three  weeks  from  the  filing  of  the  replication. 

That 

(a)  6  Sim.  77. 
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18S7.        That  such  was  the  true  meaning  of  this  order,  is  evident 
from  the  grammatical  construction.    The  word  **  he," 
preceding  the  words  «  shall  serve  the  subpcem  to  rejoin  ** 
is  the  nominative  case  not  only  to  the  verb  **  shall 
serve"  in  that  branch  of  the  sentence,  but  also  to  the 
verbs  **  shall  obtain  and  serve,"  in  the  next  branch ; 
and  the  concluding  words  «  within  three  weeks  from  the 
filing  of  the  replication,"  at  the  end  of  the  sentence, 
like   the  word   **  he,"   at  the  commencement,   apply 
equally  to  both  branches   of  the  sentence,  although 
the  words  "  in  case  he  requires  a  commission  to  ex- 
amine witnesses,"  apply  only  to  the  verbs  which  they 
immediately  precede,  and  are  carefully  introduced  in 
that  particular  place  to   shew  that  they  are  so  con- 
fined.    When  the  order  afterwards  states  that  the  bill 
shall  be  dismissed,  "  if  the  Plaintiff  shall  make  default 
herein,"  it  must  mean  that  in  every  case,  if  the  Plaintiff 
fails  to  serve  a  subpoena  to  rejoin  within  the  three  weeks, 
the  bill  shall  be  dismissed;  and  that  in  cases  where, 
having  served  a  subpoena  to  rejoin  within  the  time,  the 
Plaintiff  requires  a  commission,  if  he  fail  to  obtain  such 
commission  and  take  the  other  steps  mentioned  in  the 
order  within  the  time  specified  in  it,  the  Defendant 
may  move  to  dismiss ;  thus  rendering  the  service  of  the 
subpoena  indispensable,  in  all  cases,  to  prevent  the  bill 
being  dismissed ;  but  leaving  the  obligation  to  take  the 
other  proceedings,  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
order,  conditional,  and  applicable  to  those  cases  only  in 
which  the  Plaintiff  requires  a  commission.    This  view  is 
confirmed  by  the  subsequent  part  of  the  order,  whereby* 
if  the  Plaintiff  fails  to  do  so,  the  Defendant  is  enabled 
to  obtain  a  commission,  in  case  the  Plaintiff  files  a 
stdfpoena  to  rejoin  within  three  weeks  after  filing  the 
replication;  from  which  it  must  be  inferred  that  the 
framers  of  the  order  contemplated  that  the   Plaintiff 
would  be  compellable  by  it  to  serve  the  subpoena  within 

that 
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that  time^  in  every  instance;  for  it  would  have  been  18S7. 
nugatory  to  introduce  this  latter  provision  if  the  Plain- 
tiff cooldy  with  impunity,  by  a  few  days  deky,  de- 
prive the  Defendant  of  the  benefit  of  it  In  Braam  v. 
Moore  (a),  a  case  under  the  seventeenth  order  of  1828^ 
the  ^o&*ChanceUor  dismissed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of 
the  suipoma  to  rejoin  not  having  be^n  served  within  the 
time  limited  by  that  order;  and  the  only  difference 
between  that  order  and  the  seventeenth  order  of  1831 
(besides  the  extension  of  time),  consists  in  the  circum- 
stance that  the  latter  limits  the  obligation  to  obtain  a 
commission,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  proceedings  sub- 
sequent to  and  dependent  on  the  commission,  to  cases  in 
which  the  Plaintiff  r«|uires  a  commission.  The  cer- 
tificate dted  in  the  .Aumymous  Case  (i),  and  the  judg> 
ment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Carden  v.  Man^ 
fling  (c),  and  in  f¥hiie  v.  Smith  (i),  are  also  authorities 
in  favour  of  the  present  application.  That  the  operation 
of  the  seventeenth  order  is  not  confined  solely  to  cases 
in  which  the  Plaintiff  requires  a  commission,  appears 
from  the  case  of  J^igAt  v.  Jirnes  {e).  The  wordmg  of 
the  sixteenth  order  of  1831,  is  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  the  seventeenth,  so  far  as  it  comes  under  discussion ; 
and,  according  to  the  orders  drawn  up  upon  applications 
under  that  order,  and  the  practice  thereon,  the  Plaintiff 
was  obliged  to  serve  a  subpoena  to  rejoin  within  three 
weeks  firom  the  filmg  of  the  replication  in  all  cases.  Such 
orders  are  to  be  taken  as  the  deliberate  decisions  of  the 
Court,  and  are,  therefore,  authorities  in  &vour  of  the  pre- 
sent motion ;  otherwise  the  Registrars  are  not  authorised 
to  draw  up  the  orders  upon  motions  under  the  sixteenth 
order  in  the  present  form,  (g) 

Mr. 

(a)  3  fiMk  464.  (e)  7  S»m.  256. 

{h)  5  Sim.  497.  [g)    See   1  Snuih'i  Chancery 

ic)  1  JT^m,  380.  Praeticef  p.  S58.  1  Keen,  380» 

{d)  1  Keen,5S}. 
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Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  &  P.  White^  contra. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  held  that  the  seventeenth 
order  applied  only  to  cases  in  which  a  commission  was 
required ;  observing,  that  he  had  so  decided  more  than 
a  year  ago  (a),  after  a  communication  with  the  Vice- 
Chancellor ;  and  his  Lordship  dismissed  the  motion,  (i) 


(a)  Sec  CrwAe  y,  Trerv^  the 
next  cate. 


{b)  See  Domd/  v.  AuMUn^  S 
^111.19. 


1836. 
JUorcA  11. 

Thepro- 
Tifliont  of  the 
17th  Order 
of  lS31,with 
reipect  to 
lenriDgm^ 
fctHtu  to  hear 
judgment,  do 
not  app^y  to 
the  case  of  a 
Plaintiff  who 
does  not  sue 
out  a  commis- 
sion to  ex»i 
mine  wit- 
nesses. 


CROOKE  V.  TRERY. 

/^N  the  25th  of  February  1835,  upon  a  motion,  under 
^^  the  sixteenth  of  the  new  orders,  that  the  bill  might 
be  dismissed  for  want  of  prosecution,  an  order  in  the 
usual  form  was  made  that  the  Plaintiff  should  file  a 
replication,  serve  subpoenas  to  rejoin,  and  obtain  and 
serve  an  order  for  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses, 
if  she  should  require  such  commission,  within  three 
weeks  from  that  time,  and  give  rules  to  produce  wit« 
nesses  and  pass  publication  in  Trinity  term  then  next» 
and  set  the  cause  down  for  hearing,  and  serve  subpcenas 
to  hear  judgment  returnable  in  Michaelmas  term  then 
next,  or  that  in  default  thereof  the  bill  should  stand 
dismissed. 


In  compliance  with  this  order,  a  replication  was  filed 
and  subpcenas  to  rejoin  were  served  within  three  weeks 
from  the  date  of  the  order.  The  Plaintiff  did  not  sue 
out  a  commission ;  but  the  usual  rules  to  produce  wit- 
nesses were  given,  and  publication  passed  in  the  cause 


m 
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in  Trinity  term  1836.     The  cause  was  set  down  for        18S6. 
bearing  on  the  24th  of  Navembery  being  the  last  day 
but  one  of  Michaelmas  terra ;  and,  on  the  same  day, 
subpcenas  to  hear  judgment  were  served,  returnable  on 
the  lOtb  oi  December  following. 

The  Vice-Chaneellor  having  refused  a  motion  that 
Htke  subpcenas  to. hear  judgment  might  be  set  aside  for 
irregularity,  and  that  the  bill  might  be  dismissed  for 
want  of  prosecution,  the  motion  was  renewed  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  by  way  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Jbcod,  for  the  motion,  contended  that  the  Plaintiff 
had  failed  to  comply  with  the  exigency  of  the  seventeenth 
of  the  new  orders,  as  expounded  by  the  order  of  the  25th 
oi  February  1835,  specifying  the  terms  upon  which  alone 
she  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  keep  her  bill  in  court.  Ac- 
cording to  those  terms,  she  was  to  set  down  her  cause 
and  serve  the  subpcenas  to  hear  judgment  returnable  in 
Michaelmas  term,  being  the  succeeding  term  to  that  in 
which  publication  passed.  Now,  although  she  had  set 
down  the  cause  for  hearing  in  Michaelmas  term  last, 
yet  the  subpcmcLS  to  hear  judgment  were  not  made 
returnable  until  three  weeks  after  the  expiration  of  that 
term.  It  was  no  answer  to  the  objection  to  say,  that 
because  she  had  not  required  a  commission  to  examine 
witnesses,  she  was,  therefore,  to  be  exempt  from  the  ob- 
ligation to  fulfil  the  subsequent  requisitions  of  the  order. 
Such  a  construction  would  effectually  defeat  the  pur- 
po.^  of  the  new  orders,  wherever  a  Plaintiff  was  able  to 
carry  on  his  suit  without  the  aid  of  a  commission  to 
examine  witnesses. 

Mr.  Wakefieldf  contra^  insisted  that  no  provision  was 
to  be  found  in  either  of  the  orders  referred  to,  for  the 
case  which  had  occurred.     All  the  regulations  of  the 

seven- 
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seventeenth  order  would  be  found,  on  an  attentive 
perusal,  to  be  strictly  limited  to  cases  where  the  plaintifi 
required  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses.  The  sub- 
sequent course  of  proceeding  to  be  taken  where  no  sudi 
commission  was  required,  was  not  provided  for  in  any 
part  of  the  seventeenth  order,  and  was,  in  fiict,  a  aum 
omissus.  Thb  point  was  expressly  decided  in  Williams 
V.  Janaway  (a). 

7%f  Lord  Chancbixok  said,  he  had  had  a  oommn- 
nication  on  the  subject  with  the  Vice-Chancellor.  Hie 
order  of  the  25th  o(  Febnupy  18S5,  was  intended  to  be 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  sixteenth  of  the  new  orders, 
and  was  in  the  usual  form  adcqpled  by  the  officer  of  the 
Court,  where,  upon  a  motion  to  dismiss,  the  undertaking 
to  speed  was  given.  But  upon  «  careful  consideration 
of  the  language,  both  of  the  sixteenth  order  and  of  the 
seventeenth,  on  which  the  argument  had  been  prin- 
cipally rested,  he  concurred  with  his  Honor  in  the 
conclusion  that  neither  of  them  applied  to  the  present 
case. 

Motion  refused  with  costs. 

(a)  6  Sim.  77. 
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FRANK  V.  FRANK.  ,  *««^, 

Aug  9. 11. 

Tj^DWARD  frank  was  tenant  for  life  of  certain  The  consent 

-"  estates  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Asffbli,  with  womHHlS  to 

a  power  of  charging  those  estates  with  an  annual  sunii  counsel,  to 

not  exceeding  400/.  by  way  of  jointure  for  any  woman  jointnre,  and 

with  whom  he  might  intermarry.     By  a  deed^  dated  the  fccept  an  al- 

,-„w  ,  1  Ai«     lowance  for 

6tb  of  Feoruofy  181 3,  and  executed  many  years  after  his  maintenance 

marriage,  in  pursuance  of  the  power,  he  appointed  the  ^"fi"«^hc  iif« 

yearly  sum  of  400/.  to  be  raised  and  paid  after  his  de-  band,  who 

cease,  to  his  wife  Maty  F.  Frank,  for  her  life,  with  the  ^lioit  ?rt^* 

osual  powers  of  distress  and  entry  in  case  of  non-pay-  judice  to  her 

ment,  such  annuity  to  be  for  her  jointure  and  in  lieu  of  dower,  held 

dower.  1?^}P^ 

Dindinff  upon 

her,  after  his 

In  the  month  of  August  1825,  Edward  Frank  was,  decease. 

"  iLtcnc  co- 

upon inquisition,  found  to  be  a  lunatic,  and  to  have  con-  ^mH  is  not 

tinned  in  a  state  of  lunacy  from  the  25th  of  October  jSriSf  Sl^co- 

1816,  downwards.  verture,  to 

elect  between 
a  jointure 
By  an  order,  in  the  lunacy,  it  was  referred  to  the  made  to  her' 
-»«•  .        .  ,  .o       i'    1  •    "I  r  after  mamege 

Master  to  mquire  and  certify  whether  an  indenture  of  and  her  dower 

idease,  dated  the  10th  of  February  1823,  was  a  valid  ^^common 
deed,  or  otherwise,  and  also  what  Mary  F.  Frank,  the  wife 
of  the  lunatic,  asked  as  an  allowance  for  her  mainte- 
nance, and  what  she  claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  under 
the  sud  indenture ;  and  in  case  she  consented  to  give 
up  her  claim  under  the  same,  the  Master,  in  settling  the 
allowance  for  her  maintenance,  was  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstances  and  situation  of  Mary  F. 
Frank,  and  certify  what  would  be  a  proper  allowance 
for  her. 
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1897.  The  Master,  by  his  report,  after  stating  the  substance 

and  effect  of  the  deed  of  appointment  of  the  6th  of  Fe^ 
bruartf  ISIS  J  and  also  of  two  other  deeds  of  the  9th  of 
April  1813,  and  the  lOHioi  January  1817,  respectively, 
found,  among  other  things,  that  Mary  F»  Frank  had  con- 
sented before  him  to  release  and  give  up  all  her  claim, 
right,  and  interest  under  the  several  deeds  of  the  6th  of 
February  1 8 1 S,  the  9th  of  April  1 8 1 3,  the  1 0th  oljanuary 
1817,  and  the  10th  of  February  1823,  and  that  he  was 
of  opinion  that  350/.  per  annum  would  be.  a  proper  sum 
to  be  allowed  to  her  by  way  of  maintenance,  to  commence 
from  Lady^-day  1827. 

By  an  order  of  the  13th  otAugusi  1828,  made  upon 
a  petition  in  the  lunacy,  and  reciting  that  Maty  F.  Frank 
had  appeared  by  counsel  on  the  petition,  and  consented 
to  release  and  give  up  all  her  claim,  right,  and  interest 
under  the  several  deeds  of  the  6th  of  February  1813, 
the  9th  of  April  1813,  the  10th  of  January  1817,  and 
the  loth  of  February  1823,  respectively,  the  report  as 
to  the  allowance  for  maintenance  was  confirmed.  That 
order  was  subsequendy  varied  by  the  addition  of  the 
words  •*  but  not  to  deprive  Mary  F.  Frank  of  her  dower." 

The  lunatic  died  in  October  1 834,  and  Maty  F,  Franks 
as  his  widow,  became  entitled,  under  the  appointment 
of  the  6th  of  February  1813,  to  a  jointure  of  4002.  per 
annum  for  her  life,  charged  upon  his  real  estates,  unless 
she  had  barred  herself  by  the  consent,  which  the  order 
of  the  13th  of  August  1828  recited  her  to  have  given, 
to  release  that  interest. 

Shordy  after  the  death  of  the  lunatic,  the  tenant  in 
tail  in  possession  of  the  settled  estates,  who  was  an  in* 
fant,  filed  this  bill.  The  principal  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  have  it  declared  that  Mary  F^  Frank,  the  widow  of 

the 
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the  lonatic,  had  in  equity  waived  her  right  to  the  join-  ISiT* 
tore  of  400/.  a  year  under  the  deed  of  the  6th  of  Febniai  y  Frauk 
181S;  or,  if  not,' that  she  might  be  put  to  her  doctiuu  t^^ 

between  that  provision  and  her  dower  at  common  law. 
By  a  report,  dated  the  20th  of  December  1836,  and 
made  upon  a  reference  in  the  cause,  the  Master  found 
that  the  jointure  otMary  F.  Franks  created  by  the  deed  of 
the  6th  of  February  1813,  was  now  an  existing  charge 
upon  the  estates  of  the  Plaintiff,  but  that,  under  the 
circamstances  stated,  she  had  in  equity  freetl  the  estates 
from  the  same. 

Mary  F.  Frank  then  presented  a  petition  in  the 
lunacy,  praying  that  the  order  of  the  1 3th  of  August 
1828,  might  be  discharged ;  and  she  also  took  excep- 
tions, in  the  cause,  to  the  report  of  the  20th  o(  Decern' 
ber  1886.  The  petition  and  the  exceptions  were  set 
down  and  ordered  to  be  brought  on  together. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  order  of  the  13th  of  August 
1828  were  impeached,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  were 
chiefly  three ;  first,  that  no  consideration  was  given  to 
the  petitioner  for  the  interest  which  she  was  represented 
as  having  consented  to  waive ;  secondly,  that  the  Mas- 
ter's report,  and  the  subsequent  confirmation  of  it^  were 
wholly  irregular,  inasmuch  as  the  nature  and  amount 
of  her  interest  under  the  deed  of  the  6th  of  February 
1813,  were  never  referred  to  him;  and  thirdly,  that, 
being  a  feme  cavertj  her  consent,  even  if  regularly  and 
formally  taken,  was  not  binding  upon  her,  no  case  of 
election  having  been  made. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  in  the  lunacy  he 
had  no  jurisdiction   over  the  Plaintiff  in  the  cause, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  proceed  with  the 
hearing  of  the  petition ;  but  the  matter  might  be  pro- 
perly 
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1887.  ^     perly  entertained  and  disposed  of  upon  the  exceptioDs, 
which  raised  precisely  the  same  question. 

Mr.  WigroMy  Mr.  Parker^  and  Mr.  WiUcock^  in  sup- 
port of  the  exceptions,  then  submitted  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary to  consider  the  two  points  first  suggested  in  the 
petition,  as  the  last  objection  there  stated  to  the  finding 
of  the  Master  was  conclusive.  No  authority  could  be 
produced  to  shew,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  prin- 
ciple to  hold,  that  a  married  woman  was  competent  to 
release  a  future  right  by  means  of  a  consent  given  in 
the  manner  and  under  the  circumstances  in  which  Mrs. 
FrasiVs  consent  was  stated  to  have  been  given  in  this 
case.  Neither  the  Master  nor  the  Court  had  any  juris- 
diction to  take  such  a  consent,  which,  therefore,  was 
merely  inoperative.  They  referred  to  Brown  v.  Ben^ 
son  (a),  Richards  y.  Chambers  {b)^  Biichiey.  Broadbent  (f), 
Pickard  v.  Bdferts  {d)j  Mcle  v.  Smith  {e). 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  it  might,  for  the  puiv 
pose  of  the  argument,  be  assumed,  and  indeed  there  could 
be  no  doubt,  that  Mrs.  Frank  had  bound  herself,  if  she 
was  competent  to  do  so ;  for  she  had,  by  her  counsel, 
consented  to  accept  the  allowance  for  maintenance,  and 
release  the  jointure. 

Mr.  Giokey  for  the  Plaintiff. 

The  sole  question  is  whether  the  right  to  jointure 
under  the  deed  of  February  1813,  has  been  already 
waived  by  Mrs.  Frank.  If  not,  she  will  now  be  called 
upon  to  elect,  and  may,  by  her  counsel,  elect  at  the  bar 
between  that  provision  and  her  dower,  out  of  the  estate 

of 

^        (a)  5  Eoit,  351 .  (<f)  3  Mad.  384. 

(A)  10  r«.380.  {e)  iJ.fW.  p.  668. 

(c)  aJ.f  W.4S6. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  175 

of  which  she  is  dowable;  and,  as  the  former  greatly  1887. 
exceeds  the  latter  in  pomt  of  value,  there  can  be  no 
doabt  which  she  will  prefer.  I  contend,  however,  that 
by  the  consent  given  in  Court  and  recited  in  the  order 
of  the  ISth  of  August  1828,  to  release  all  claim  mider 
the  deed  of  the  6th  of  Februafy  1813,  and  accept  the 
allowance  for  maintenance  thereby  provided,  her  claim 
Id  the  jointure  is,  in  equity,  effectually  barred,  and  that 
nothing  now  remains  for  her  but  to  resort  to  her  dower  at 
law.  It  is  admitted  that  if  she  was  competent  to  give  that 
consent,  she  is  bound  by  it ;  but  it  is  argued  that  she 
was  not  competent  to  consent,  inasmuch  as  she  was  then 
imder  coverture.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that 
though  married,  Mrs.  Frank  could  not  be  said  to  be 
under  the  control  of  coverture.  Her  husband  being 
a  lunatic,  she  was,  for  all  practical  purposes,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  a  court  of  equity,  she  ought  to  be  considered  as 
Kfeme  sole.  Even  at  law,  cases  have  occurred  where 
the  husband  being  out  of  the  realm,  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  has  permitted  the  wife  to  acknowledge  a 
fine  of  her  estate  without  her  husband,  in  this  respect 
treating  her  as  if  she  were  not  under  disabili^ ;  and  the 
principle  of  those  cases,  viz.,  that  she  was  free  from  the 
marital  control,  ought  equally  to  be  extended  to  an 
election  made  by  a  wife  whose  husband  is  a  lunatic.  It 
is  not  correct  to  say  that  Mrs.  Frank  gave  up  a  certain 
and  permanent  income  of  400/.  a  year,  to  arise  after  her 
husband's  death,  for  a  precarious  allowance  during  his 
life  time,  and  that  there  was  no  mutuality  in  the  terms 
of  the  agreement.  The  allowance  by  way  of  mainte- 
nance was  to  commence  immediately,  and  upon  her  hus- 
band's death  she  was  to  be  remitted  to  her  dower,  so 
that  she  secured  a  present,  and  did  not  deprive  herself 
of  a  future,  income.  It  was,  therefore,  strictly  an  election 
between  jointure  on  the  one  hand,  and  dower,  with 

the 
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183?.  the  addition  of  an  immediate  provision,  on  the  other; 
and  my  proposition  is  that,  in  this  Court,  a  married 
woman  is  competent  to  make  such  an  election,  and  will 
be  bound  by  it,  wherever  the  relative  values  of  the  two 
interests  appear  to  be  uncertain,  and  it  is  or  may  be 
for  her  advantage  to  exercise  her  option.  Thus,  in 
Ardesoife  v.  Bennet  (a),  a  feme  covert  was  held  lo  have 
elected,  by  her  acts,  to  take  under  a  will,  in  opposition  to 
the  interest  she  acquired  as  the  testator's  heiress  at  law ; 
and  that  was  a  much  weaker  case,  for  no  formal  consent 
was  ever  given.  So  in  Lady  Cavan  v.  PuUeney  (&),  Mrs. 
PvUeney  was  directed,  in  her  husband's  life  time,  to  make 
her  election  to  take,  either  under  the  will  of  Sir  W* 
Pulteneyj  or  under  the  will  of  General  Ptdteney ;  and  if 
she  should  elect  to  take  an  estate  tail  under  the  former, 
then  it  was  declared  that  she  should  npt  be  entided  to 
any  estate  under  the  latter;  and  it  was  subsequently  held 
that  certain  proposals  laid  by  her  before  the  Master, 
amounted  to  an  election  to  take  under  the  will  of  Sir 
W.  Ptdteney.  In  Wilson  v.  Lord  John  Townshend{c)f  it 
was  decided  that  a  Jeme  covert  was  bound  to  elect  be- 
tween a  life-annuity  given  by  will,  to  her  separate  use, 
charged  upon  a  devised  estate,  and  a  title  paramount  to 
a  part  of  the  same  estate ;  and  it  was  there  laid  down 
by  Lord  Loughborough^  referring,  with  approbation,  to 
the  language  of  Chief  Justice  De  Grey  in  Lord  Dar^ 
lington  V.  PuUeney  (rf),  that  "  election  applies  to  in- 
terests of  married  women,  interests  immediate,  remote, 
contingent,  of  value,  and  not  of  value."  (e)  The  same 
doctrine  is  recognised  in  Vane  v.  Lord  Dungannon  (g). 


Mr. 


(a)  9  Diek.  465.  (rf)  See  7  Bro.  P.  C.  530. 

(A)  2  r<r*.jun.544.  {e)  2  Tw.  jun.  696. 

(c)  IbitL  69 J.  Ig)  2  Scho,  4  Lrf.  1  IS. 
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Mr.  Wtgram^  in  reply.  1837. 

In  all  the  cases  referred  to  by  Mr.  Cooke,  the  question 
was  ripe  for  election ;  for  both  the  interests  had  accrued 
in  possession,  and  it  was  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  third 
parties  interested  adversely,  that  the  Jeme  covert  should 
then  exercise  her  option.  The  present,  however,  was 
not  a  case  of  election  between  jointure  and  dower ;  but 
between  jointure,  which  is  a  provision  to  arise  after  the 
husband's  decease,  and  an  allowance  for  maintenance 
during  his  lifetime.  The  law  on  this  subject  is  ably 
discussed  by  Mr.  Roper  (a),  who  lays  it  down  expressly 
that  **  the  period  for  the  wife  to  make  election,  is  at  her 
husband's  death,  and  not  sooner ; "  and  he  refers  to  a 
number  of  authorities  in  support  of  that  proposition. 
The  same  doctrine,  deduced  from  a  passage  in  the 
J&'st  Institute^  is  also  to  be  found  in  a  note  in  Viner^s 
Abridgment^  where,  speaking  of  jointure,  it  is  said,  **  but 
if  the  jointure  had  been  made  after  marriage,  there,  not- 
withstanding such  alienation,  yet  seeing  her  estate  was 
originally  waivable,  and  her  time  of  election  was  not 
till  after  the  death  of  her  baron,  she  may  claim  her 
dower  in  the  residue ;  whereas,  in  the  other  case,  the 
jointure  being  made  before  marriage,  was  not  waivable 
at  all."  (6) 


The  Lord  Chancellor  [after  stating  the  facts  of  the      Aug.  ii. 
case]. 

What  Mrs.  Frank  was  to  become  entitled  to  under 
the  deed  of  Febrtmry  1813,  was  a  jointure  to  arise  upon 
the  death  of  her  husband;  in  other  words,  a  rever- 
sionary interest  in  land,  to  commence  after  the  expir- 
ation of  her  husband's  life.     If,  instead  of  land,  it  had 

been 
(a)  1  Hop.  H.  4*  W,  by  Jacob,  348.     {h)  1 4  Vin,  Ah.  548.  pi.  1 1.  d. 

Vol.  hi.  N 
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been  money,  the  Court  would  not  have  allowed  her,  by 
any  act  of  hers  during  coverture,  to  bind  her  right  to  a 
reversionary  interest  of  that  description.  Without  her 
consent,  the  Court  would  not  have  dealt  with  it  or  dis- 
posed of  it  at  aU ;  and  her  consent  the  Court  would 
have  refused  to  take. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  because  this  is  an  estate  in 
land,  the  case  is  different ;  and  Mrs.  Frank  is  supposed 
to  have  waived  her  right  by  consenting,  through  her 
counsel  at  the  bar,  to  release  it  A  married  woman 
is  not  capable  of  parting  with  an  interest  of  this  nature 
under  such  circumstances.  The  argument  was  not 
attempted  to  be  supported  upon  the  ground  of  the  con- 
sent being  binding  upon  her;  but  it  was  put  in  tlie  only 
mode  in  which  it  could  possibly  be  put,  namely,  that  her 
consent  amounted,  in  equity,  to  an  election,  that  is  to 
say,  an  election  between  her  title  to  dower,  and  her  right 
under  the  deed  of  Febrtuay  1813,  giving  her  a  jointure 
in  bar  of  dower. 

To  this,  one  obvious  answer  is,  that  the  question  was 
never  put  to  Mrs.  Frank  in  the  shape  of  an  election. 
The  supposed  election  was  not  between  dower  and  join- 
ture, but  between  the  allowance  for  maintenance  during 
the  life  of  her  husband  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  join- 
ture secured  by  the  deed  on  the  other.  It  is  true  that 
the  order  goes  on  to  declare,  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
maintenance  shall  not  deprive  Mrs.  Frank  of  her  right 
to  dower;  but  the  report,  and  the  order  founded  upon 
it,  never  formally  raised  the  question  as  a  case  of  election 
at  all. 

If,  however,  upon  the  proceedings  in  this  Court,  the 
question  had  been  distinctly  raised,  and  had  assumed 
that  shape,  still  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  a  married  woman 

could 


Mrs.  Frar^  thereupon  elected  by  her  counsel  to  ac- 
cept the  jointure. 

(a)  Anon^3S%,h* 
N  2 
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could  not  be  bound  by  an  election  so  made.  The  statute  1837. 
which  regulates  this  question,  the  27  H.  8.  c.  10.,  pro- 
vides, in  the  ninth  section,  that  in  case  of  a  jointure  made 
after  marriage,  the  wife,  if  she  outlive  her  husband,  shall 
be  at  liberty,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  to  refuse  to 
accept  the  lands  given  to  her  in  jointure.  There  is, 
therefore,  an  express  provision  that  her  election  shall 
be  made  at  the  time  when  the  right  is  claimed,  that  is 
to  say,  after  her  husband's  death ;  and  a  case  in  the 
19  Elix^  reported  in  Dyer  (a),  proceeds  upon  the  autho- 
rity, or  rather  is  a  judicial  exposition,  of  that  clause  in 
the  statute,  and  decides  that  the  period  of  election  sliall 
not  be  until  after  the  right  has  accrued. 

Por  these  reasons  it  is  clear,  first,  that  there  never 
was  properly  an  election  at  all,  and  secondly,  that  if 
there  had  been  such  election,  it  could  not  be  now  bind- 
ing upon  Mrs.  Frank. 

Another  observation  arises  on  the  case,  shewing,  in- 
deed, that  election  between  dower  and  jointure  was  never 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  Court,  and  that  is,  that  in 
the  proceedings  upon  which  the  Plaintiff  relies  as 
amounting  to  a  waiver  of  the  jointure,  none  of  those 
precautions  and  safeguards  were  interposed  which  the 
Court  is  in  the  habit  of  requiring  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
tection, wherever  the  interests  of  a  married  woman  are 
concerned. 

Upon  these  grounds  I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is 
nothing  to  debar  Mrs.  Frank  from  now  electing  to  take 
either  dower  or  jointure,  as  she  may  think  most  for  her 
benefit. 
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18S7. 


Aug.  9. 

1838. 

March  SB. 

A  Defendant 
in  custody  for 
want  of  the 
answer  of 
himself  and 
his  wife,  can- 
not clear  his 
contempt  by 
putting  in  the 
separate 
answer  of 
himself  only. 

Where  a 
Defendant, 
who  is  in  the 
Fieei  for  a 
contempt  in 
not  putting  in 
his  answer,  is 
reported  to  be 
a  fit  object  to 
have  the 
benefit  of  the 
proyisions  of 
the  act  1  Hr.4. 
c,  56.,  the 
Court  will  not 
interfere  in 
hb  behalf  in 
such  a  manner 
as  to  prejudice 
the  interests 
of  a  Plaintiff 
whose  pro- 
ceedings haye 
been  regular. 


GEE  V.  COTTLE. 

^HE  Defendant  Moses  OMe^  having  been  attached 
for  want  of  the  answer  of  himself  and  his  wife,  was 
brought  up  to  the  bar  by  writ  of  habeas  corpuSj  and 
turned  over  to  the  Fleet.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  visiting 
Master  inquired  into  his  case,  and  reported  in  favour 
of  his  liberation ;  and  upon  his  putting  in  his  own  an- 
swer only,  on  the  12th  of  December  18S6,  the  usual  ordek* 
for  his  discharge  was  made  under  Sir  B.  Sugderis  act  {a) 

Mr.  Tinnetf  now  moved  that  the  answer,  which  was 
the  separate  answer  of  the  husband  only,  ahhongh  he 
had  obtained  no  order  allowing  him  to  answer  separately, 
should  be  taken  off  the  file;  or  that  the  Plaintiff  mij^t 
be  at  liberty  to  sue  out  a  new  attachmeut,  and  that  the 
Defendant's  solicitor  might  be  ordered  to  pay  the  costs. 
He  submitted  that  the  contempt  could  not  be  purged 
until  the  answer  of  the  wife^  as  well  as  that  of  the  hus-* 
band,  had  been  put  in ;  and  that  the  order  of  the  12th  of 
December  18  36,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  Court 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ordered,  that  the  order  of 
the  12th  of  December  1836,  should  be  discharged,  with 
costs  against  the  Defendant;  and  that  the  answer  of  the 
Defendant  should  be  taken  off  the  file  for  irregularity, 
and  that  the  Plaintiff  should  be  at  liberty  to  proceed,  by 
attachment,  for  the  answer  of  the  Defendant  and  his 
wife. 


In 


(a)  1  fF.4.  0.36. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  last-mentioned  order,  a  fresh       1888. 
attachment  issued  against  the  Defendanti  upon  which  he    ^^^^^^^^ 
was  arrested  and  lodged  in  gaol.     He  was  afterwards  «. 

brought  up  to  the  bar  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  on  the      Cottle.- 
4th  of  November  ]astf  and  turned  over  to  the  Ueet;  and     Marek'fs. 
the  Plaintiff  thereupon  took  proceedings  with  a  view  to 
having  the  bill  taken  pro  confesso  against  him,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  1  W.  4.  c.  S6.  5. 15.  rviU  2. 

Mn  EkM  now  moved  that  the  Defendant  might  be 
at  liber^  to  answer  separately  from  his  wife,  and  that 
upon  having  so  answered,  he  might  be  discharged,  and 
that  the  costs  of  his  contempt  might  be  paid  out  of  the 
suitors'  fund .  It  was  clear  from  the  circumstances,  and  was 
expressly  sworn  to  in  an  affidavit  which  the  Defendant 
had  made,  that  he  had  no  power  or  control  over  his 
wife;  and  where  that  was  the  case,  the  course  of  the 
Court  was  to  allow  the  husband  to  put  in  a  separate 
answer;  Barry  v.  Cane  (a),  Garey  y.  WhiUingham.  (6) 

Mr.  James  Bussell^  for  the  Plaintiff,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, on  the  ground  that,  if  granted,  it  would  defeat  the 
ends  of  justice.  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  9th  of 
August  last,  a  new  attachment  was  sued  out,  and  the 
Defendant  was  again  committed  to  the  FUeiy  and  the 
Plaintiff  was  now  going  on  in  the  regular  course^  under 
the  provisions  of  Sir  JE.  Sugderis  act,  to  have  the  bill 
taken  pro  confesso;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  he 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  obtain  the  order  for  that 
purpose.  To  allow  the  Defendant,  in  the  mean  while, 
to  file  a  separate  answer,  and  clear  the  costs  of  his 
contempt  by  the  assistance  of  the  suitors'  fund,  under 
the  seventh  rule  in  that  act,  would  entirely  frustrate  the 

Plaintiff's 

(«)  3  Mad.  478.  (6)  1  ^m.  ^  S.  165. 

N  8 
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1838.       FlamtiflTs  proceedings  at  a  time  when  he  was  on  the 
▼ery  point  of  reaping  their  fruits. 

7^  Lord  Chancellor. 

Although  the  Court  will  do  what  it  can  to  reliere  a 
Defendant,  and  give  him  the  benefit  provided  for  him  by 
the  statute,  it  will  never  do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
judice the  interests  of  a  Plaintifi.  The  present  Plaintiff 
who,  having  been  perfectly  regular,  is  in  a  situation  to 
obtain  the  relief  he  seeks  in  the  course  of  a  few  daysy 
would,  if  I  (^charged  the  Defendant,  be  under  the  n^ 
cessity  of  beginnmg  again.  The  Defendant,  besides,  is 
not  entitled  to  favour,  for  he  has  not  come  forward  to 
ask  the  assistance  of  the  Court  till  the  very  last  moment^ 
when  the  Plaintiff  is  on  the  point  of  getting  the  firuits  of 
his  suit;  his  object  being  to  stop  the  Plaintiff,  and  com- 
pel him  to  commence  his  proceedings  anew.  The 
proper  course  will  be  to  let  the  motion  stand  over  for 
the  present;  and  if  the  Plaintiff  does  not  do  that  which 
he  asserts  he  is  in  a  condition  to  do,  the  Defendant  may 
then  bring  it  on  again. 
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HESLOP  V.  METCALFE.  1837. 

Dec.  SO.  28. 

jniCHARD   TILLYER  BLUNT  ^as  employed  Order  made 

-^  as  the  PlaintiflF's  solicitor  in  the  conduct  of  this  ^hoS^ 

suit,  from  the  period  of  its  institution,  in  the  month  of  from  the  con- 

Sqdember  1834*.     On  the  12th  ot  January  1836,  he  (le-  piaindff*B^ 

livered  his  bill  of  costs,  from  which  it  appeared  that,  cause,  that  he 
i.  .  .  1.     /.  .  ^  ,   .        .      should  dehyer 

after  giving  credit  for  certam  sums  advanced  by  the  up  to  the 

Flainti£^  there  was  due  to  him,  on  account  of  his  charges      f— ^!^®^ 

in  this  cause,  independently  of  other  charges,  a  balance  briefs  of  the 

of  97/.     On  the  12th  oi  February  1836,  Mr.  Blunt  sent  ^l^Sfipj. 

a  letter  to  the  Plaintiff,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  nions  thereon, 

no  funds  in  his  hands  available  to  the  prosecution  of  the  of  the^w?ml 

suit,  and  that  he  must,  therefore^  request  payment  of  the  answers,  and 

,   ,  «.  ^     ,  ,        ,     ,  1 .  1  t  .11    *.  wi  »iic"  oiner 

balance  of  215/.  Is.  4a.,  due  on  his  general  bill  of  costs  papers  and 

delivered,  and  the  subsequent  costs;    otherwise,  the  ^^^^^e^J^t 

Plaintiff  must  abide  the  consequences.    On  the  9th  of  withthecaute, 

the  same  month,  Mr.  Blunt  had  sued  out  a  writ  against  ^!^^n  ^uch 

the  Plaintiff  for  the  amount  of  the  alleged  balance;  and  new  solicitor 

upon  that  writ  the  Plaintiff  was,  on  the  15th  of  February^  necessary  for 

arrested  and  held  to  bail.  A  second  bill  of  costs,  amount-  the  heanng; 

,  .     ,    ,.         ,       -  n     ,      .  without  pre- 

mg  to  36/.  195.,  and  including  the  charges  for  business  judiceto  any 

done  in  this  cause  from  the  12th  of  Nooemba-  1835  to  rig^'of^'en 

for  costs,  and 
the  15th  oi February  1836,  was  subsequently  delivered;  upon  an  un- 

and,  on  the  26th  ot  May  1836,  the  Plaintiff  received  a  JtuSem 
letter  from  Mr.  Bluni^  in  which,  referring  to  an  appli-  undefaced 
cation  made  to  him  by  the  clerk  in  Court  in  the  cause  of  days  after  the 
Heslop  V.  Metcalfe^  the  petitioner  stated  that  he  [Blunt)  ^^^^%- 
should  proceed  no  further  in  that  cause,  unless  the  re- 
quest contained  in  his  letter  of  the  1 2th  of  February  were 
complied  with  before  one  o'clock  on  the  following  day. 
On  receiving  this  communication,  the  Plaintiff  instructed 
another  solicitor,  of  the  name  of  Green,  to  take  the 

N  4  necessary 
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1887.       necessary  steps  for  proceeding  with  the  cause.     Those 
^P^^"^"^    steps  were  accordingly  taken,  and  the  cause  was  after* 
V.  wards  set  down  for  hearing  before  his  Honor  the  Vioe- 

Metcalfb.  Chancellor.  On  the  18th  of  October  1836,  Blunt  com- 
menced an  action  to  recover  the  amount  of  his  second 
bill  of  costs.  To  this  action  the  Plaintiff  put  in  a  plea, 
on  the  ISth  of  December^  and  since  that  time  no  further 
proceedings  had  been  taken  in  the  action. 

Pending  the  proceedings  at  law,  the  cause  in  this 
Court  being  likely  to  be  soon  in  the  paper  for  hearing, 
the  Plaintiff's  solicitor,  Mr.  Greeny  applied  by  letter  to 
Mr.  Blunt,  requesting  him  to  give  up  the  papers  in 
the  suit,  upon  his  {Greenes)  undertaking  to  hold  them 
subject  to  any  lien  which  Blunt  might  have  upon  them. 
In  reply  to  that  application,  Mr.  Blunt  declined  to  part 
with  any  of  the  papers,  alleging  that  he  had  a  lien  upon 
them  for  costs  of  proceedings  both  in  equity  and  at  law ; 
but  he  offered  to  allow  the  Plaintiff  or  his  solicitor  to 
inspect,  peruse,  and  take  copies  of  them  at  all  reasonable 
times,  and  offered  to  undertake  to  produce  them  at  the 
hearing.  Some  further  negotiations  were  afterwards 
had  to  induce  Mr.  Blunt  to  give  up  the  papers  in  his 
hands,  with  a  view  to  their  being  used  at  the  approach- 
ing  hearing,  but  without  success ;  Mr.  Blunt  declining 
to  part  with  them  unless  his  costs  were  paid. 

The  Vice-chancellor  then  made  an  order,  upon  the 
petition  of  the  Plaintiff,  that  the  briefs  of  the  pleadings 
in  the  cause,  counsel's  opinion  thereon,  office  copies  of 
the  answers  of  the  several  Defendants,  and  all  such 
other  deeds  and  papers,  documents  and  proceedings,  in 
or  connected  with  the  cause,  as,  upon  inspection,  his 
solicitor  might  deem  to  be  necessary  on  the  Plaintiff's 
behalf,  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  should  be  delivered 
over  by  Mr.  Blunt  to  Mr.  Green,  on  the  latter  giving 

his 
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his  undertaking  that  they  should  be  received  without        1837. 

prejudice  to  any  right  of  lien,  and  also  that  they  should     ^TT^'^"^^ 
,  1,^,        J-.*.  ,  ,  Heslop 

be  returned,  undefaced,  to  Mr.  Blunt  within  ten  days  v. 

after  the  hearing  of  the  cause.  MKxcALrt. 

An  appeal-petition,  presented  by  Mr.  Bbmt  against 
his  Honor's  order,  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Addis,  in  support  of  the  appeal. 

No  case  has  occurred  ip  which  an  order,  at  all  similar 
to  the  present,  has  been  made,  with  the  exception  of 
CdUgrave  v.  Manley{a\  which  occurred  in  the  year 
182S,  and  which  is  at  variance  with  the  whole  current 
of  authorities  both  before  and  since.  There,  the  soli- 
citor had  discharged  himself  by  selling  his  business  to 
another  solicitor;  and  the  main  question  in  the  cause 
had  reference  to  the  legality  of  that  transaction.  The 
order  for  the  delivery  of  the  papers  was,  apparently, 
not  much  discussed,  the  question  of  lien  being  only  a 
subordinate  point  In  Bx)ss  v.  Laughton  (i),  which 
occurred  in  the  year  18 IS,  and  is  the  earliest  reported 
case  upon  the  subject,  it  was  not  the  client,  but  his 
assignees,  who  discharged  the  solicitor.  Lord  Eldon 
thought  that  circumstance  made  no  difference,  and  held 
that  a  solicitor,  who  was  discharged,  was  bound  to  pro- 
duce, but  not  to  deliver  up,  the  papers  of  his  client 
The  papers  there  in  question  were  vouchers,  that  is, 
original  documents,  and  not,  as  in  the  present  instance, 
papers  prepared  by  the  solicitor,  or  copied  and  made 
outat^his  expense.  The  next  case  was  Commerell  v. 
Poynton  (r),  where  the  solicitor  had^  himself  declined 
to  proceed,  and  the  order  made  was  of  the  same  kind, 
for  production  and  inspection  only. 

In 

(a)  1  Tum.  4-  i2ii#f.400.  (c)  1  Swan.  1. 

(h)  1  Vet.  4-  B.  549. 
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1887.  In  I^i  V.  WormleighUm  (a),  the  solicitor  bad  been  dis- 

charged by  the  client;  or  rather,  the  execntors  of  the 
client  had  declined  to  continue  to  employ  him ;  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  client's  death,  the  piq)ers  in  the  cause, 
and  the  documents  and  Touchers  relating  to  it,  were  in 
the  solicitor's  hands.  Lord  £Ubn,  in  the  course  of  his 
judgment,  there  states  his  impression  to  be,  that  the 
solicitor  ^<  ought  to  be  able  to  make  use  of  the  non*pro- 
duction  of  the  papers,  in  order  to  get  at  what  is  due  to 
him." 

In  Moir  v.  Mudie  (6),  where  the  solicitor  had  dis- 
charged himself,  the  application  was  for  delivery,  but 
the  order  was  limited  to  inspection  merely.  In  Jhoori 
T.  Dayrell  (c),  the  Lord  Chancellor  says,  '<  the  party 
cannot  take  his  papers  out  of  the  hands  of  his  solicitor 
without  paying'his  bill,  and  the  probability  is  very  strong 
that  the  party  cannot  stir  a  step  in  the  cause  without 
the  papers."  In  Clutton  v.  Pardon  {d).  Lord  Eldon 
took  precisely  the  same  view,  although  he  stated,  that 
where  a  party  had  a  pressing  necessity  for  papers,  the 
Court  would  order  them  to  be  delivered  over,  upon  a 
deposit  being  made  sufficient  to  cover  what  was  due 
upon  the  bill  and  the  costs  of  taxation.  No  proposal 
of  that  kind  has  been  made  here* 

It  is  not  denied  that  a  large  sum  is  due  to  Mr. 
Bluntf  in  respect  of  his  bill  of  costs ;  and  if  the  lien 
exists  at  all,  it  is  inconceivable  that  it  should  be  so 
qualified  as  it  is  by  the  terms  of  the  order  appealed 
from,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  render  the  lien 
utterly  worthless. 

The 

(a)  Jac.  580.  (rf)  i  Turn.  4r  Etut.  901.  i  see 

(b)  1  5iiii.  4-  St.  «82.  p.  304. 

(c)  15  Fes.  195. ;  see  p.  197. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  (without  calling  upon  Mr. 
fVtgramj  who  was  on  the  other  side). 

Since  this  question  was  first  brought  on,  I  have  taken 
the  opportunity  of  looking  at  all  the  cases ;  and  I  have 
now  to  consider  whether  I  will  act  on  Cctegrave  v. 
Mianley,  or  will  undo  what  Lord  Eldan  did  in  that  case. 
The  point  was  there  directly  raised,  whether,  if  the 
Court  is  of  opinion  that  there  should  he  a  production, 
the  order  ought  to  go  beyond  giving  liberty  to  inspect 
and  take  copies.  Lord  Eldon^  in  his  judgment,  first 
considered  the  question  arising  upon  the  sale  of  his 
business,  by  the  solicitor;  an  act  which  he  held  to 
amount  to  a  discharge  by  the  solicitor  of  himself.  His 
Lordship  says,  *<  I  look  upon  Mr.  Baphael  as  having 
dissolved  the  connection  of  solicitor  and  client ;  for  it  is 
not  enough  that  he  was  willing  to  superintend  the  Plain- 
tiff's business.  Now,  where  the  solicitor  discharges 
himself,  the  rule  is  quite  di£ferent  from  what  it  is  where 
the  solicitor  is  discharged  by  the  client;  *^  and  afterwards 
he  adds,  '*  so  iar  as  the  use  of  papers  is  concerned,  the 
suitor,  when  his  solicitor  discharges  himself,  must  have 
his  business  conducted  with  as  much  ease  and  celerity, 
and  as  little  expense,  as  if  the  connection  of  solicitor 
and  client  had  not  been  dissolved.*' 

Accordingly,  the  order  in  Qdegrave  v.  Mardey  was 
almost  in  the  very  terms  of  the  present  order. 

It  is  true  that  in  several  preceding  cases,  where  the 
Solicitor  had  discharged  himself,  orders  were  made,  giving 
to  the  client  the  right  of  inspection  only :  but  it  cannot 
be  supposed  that  Lord  Eldon^  who,  with  all  his  expe- 
rience^ had  decided  Cdegrave  v.  Manley,  in  the  year  1823^ 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  prior  authorities.    In  Cress- 

well 
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well  v.  Byron  {a),  his  Lordship  intimates,  in  the  form 
of  a  doubt,  his  opinion  that  a  solicitor  discharging  him- 
self cannot  claim  a  lien ;  an  expression  which  must  be 
understood  as  meaning,  not  that  the  solicitor  loses  the 
lien  altogether,  but  that  he  cannot  set  it  up  so  as  to 
prevent  the  client  from  proceeding  in  the  cause.  And 
his  Lordship's  language  in  Ijord  v.  WomdeighUm  (6)  is 
to  the  same  effect. 

Undoubtedly,  that  doctrine  may  expose  a  solicitor  to 
very  great  inconvenience  and  hardship,  if,  after  em- 
barking in  a  cause,  he  finds  that  he  cannot  get  the 
necessary  funds  wherewith  to  carry  it  on.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  extreme  hardship  might  arise  to  the 
client,  i^  —  to  take  the  case  which  is  not  uncommon 
in  the  smaller  practice  in  the  country, — a  solicitor, 
who  finds  a  poor  man  having  a  good  claim,  and  hav- 
ing but  a  small  sum  of  money  at  his  command,  may 
go  on  until  that  fund  is  exhausted,  and  then,  refusing 
to  proceed  further,  may  hang  up  the  cause  by  withhold- 
ing the  papers  in  his  hands.  That  would  be  a  great 
grievance  and  means  of  oppression  to  a  poor  client, 
who,  with  the  clearest  right  in  the  world,  might  still 
be  without  the  means  of  employing  another  solicitor. 
The  rule  of  the  Court  must  be  adapted  to  every  case 
that  may  occur,  and  be  calculated  to  protect  suitors 
against  such  conduct.  Now,  a  solicitor,  if  he  knows  that 
he  must  trust  to  the  result  of  the  cause  for  his  remuner- 
ation, will,  of  course,  be  disposed  to  proceed  with  it  in 
such  a  way  as,  while  it  promotes  the  interest  of  his  client, 
is  most  likely  to  render  his  lien  available.  I  have  no 
doubt,  therefore,  that  the  existence  of  the  lien,  while  it 
is  a  great  protection  to  the  solicitor  against  his  client,  is 

also 

{a)  HFe#.271.  {b)  JacSSO. 
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also  a  great  benefit  to  the  client;  but  the  benefit  would 
be  entirely  lost,  if  the  solicitor  might  stop  short  in  the 
nuddle  of  the  suit,  and  insist  upon  retaining  the  papers, 
because  then  no  other  solicitor  could  take  up  and  carry 
on  the  cause. 


18S7. 


It  is  admitted  that,  when  the  solicitor  discharges 
himself^  the  client  and  his  new  solicitor  shall,  at  all 
erents,  have  free  access  to  inspect  and  copy  the  papers 
at  the  office  of  the  former  solicitor.  The  mere  giving 
of  access,  hpwever,  is,  nine  times  out  often,  of  no  prac- 
tical ralue ;  for  if  the  papers  are  to  remain,  notwithstand- 
ing, in  the  custody  of  the  solicitor  who  has  discharged 
himself,  it  is  obvious  that  they  cannot  be  made  use  of  in 
the  further  progress  of  the  suit.  The  result  would  be, 
that  the  client  is  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of  firesh  copies ; 
that  fresh  briefs  must  be  prepared  for  counsel ;  in  short, 
that  all  the  costs  arising  from  making  copies  of  the 
papers  and  documents  to  be  used  in  the  cause  must  be 
incurred  over  again,  and  so  the  client  is  to  be  greatly 
damnified.  That  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  dichan 
of  Lord  EUtoHj  that  the  suitor  must  have  his  business 
conducted  with  as  much  ease  and  celerity,  and  as  little 
expense,  as  if  the  connection  had  not  been  dissolved. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  all  that  expense  be,  in  fact, 
incurred  by  the  client,  what  is  the  use  of  the  solicitor's 
lien?  There  may,  indeed,  be  original  papers;  but  sup- 
posing them,  as  here,  to  be  papers  in  the  cause,  the 
eflfect  of  the  rule  would  only  be  to  impose  a  very  great 
hardship  on  the  client,  without  any  benefit  to  the  soli- 
citor. But  if  the  expense  is  to  operate  so  as  to  compel 
him  rather  to  pay  the  solicitor's  bill  than  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  fresh  copies,  the  admission  of  access  and 
inspection  would  be  nugatory,  and  of  no  value.  Now, 
tliat  a  suitor,  whose  solicitor  withdraws  himself  from  the 

further 
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1887.  further  conduct  of  a  cause,  shall  be  permitted  to  have 
the  free  use  of  the  papers  held  by  that  solicitor,  so  fiur 
as  they  may  be  required  m  the  prosecution  of  the  causey 
is  quite  consistent  with  the  observations  of  Lord  JEUon 
in  CommereU  ▼.  Poynton^  and  Lord  v.  WormleigkiotL 
Those  observations,  coupled  with  the  express  decision 
to  that  eflfect  in  Colegrave  v,  Manley,  leave  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  as  to  what  Lord  Eldon  considered  to  be  the 
rule  in  such  cases,  and  I  entirely  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  that  rule. 

It  remains  only  to  be  considered,  whether  Mr.  Bbmt 
must  be  held  to  have  retired  from  the  performance  of 
his  duty  as  solicitor  in  this  cause.  Cl'l^c  Lord  Chancellor 
entered  into  an  examination  of  the  particular  &cts  of  the 
case,  as  stated  in  the  affidavits,  and  then  continued]:  — 
I  cannot  but  consider  that  the  result  of  these  transac- 
tions amounted,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bluntf  to  a  withdraw- 
ing of  himself  from  the  office  of  solicitor  for  the  Plain- 
tiffi  I  then  take  the  law  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Eldorif 
and,  adopting  that  law,  must  hold  that  Mr.  Bbsnt  is  not 
to  be  permitted  to  impose  upon  the  Plaintiff  the  neces- 
sity of  carrying  on  his  cause  in  an  expensive,  incon- 
venient, and  disadvantageous  manner. 

I  think  the  principle  should  be,  that  the  solicitor 
claiming  the  lien,  should  have  every  security  not  inconr 
sistent  with  the  progress  of  the  cause.  But  it  is  dear 
that  there  will  neither  be,  to  use  the  expression  of  Lord 
Eldon^  the  same  ease  and  celerity,  nor  as  little  expense, 
in  the  conduct  of  it,  if  the  new  solicitor  is  merely  to 
have  access  to  the  papers,  as  where  they  are  placed  in 
his  hands,  upon  his  undertaking  to  restore  them  after 
the  immediate  purposes  of  the  production  have  been 
served. 

Appeal  dismissed  with  costs. 
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KING  V.  BRYANT.  ,  »«»«• 

Jam.  27.  51. 

TN  this,  which  was  a  foreclosure  suit,  the  Defendant  ^  P*i^y  >■ 

'^  appeared  to  the  bill.    Having  got  into  contempt  entitled  to  be 

for  want  of  an  answer,  he  was  taken  upon  an  attach-  ^^^^  ^  . 

meot,  and  committed  to  the  J^d.    On  the  8th  of  Ifay  that  proceed- 

18S7,  a  decree  was  made,  that  the  bOl  should  be  taken  JH^^""^ 

proconfesso  against  the  Defendant,  and  that  it  should  seauenttothe 

be  referred  to  the  Master  to  take  an  account  of  what  bim^in^con-^ 

was  due  to  the  Plaintiff  for  principal  and  interest  on  his  tenpt*  haye 

,  ,  .  ^  1         .  11  been  iiregular. 

mortgage^  and  to  tax  his  costs  of  thesuit;  and  that,  upon      Upon  the 

die  Defendant  paying  to  the  Plamtiff  what  should  be  JJ^e^j^^ 

reported  due  for  such  principal,  interest,  and  costs,  taking  the  bill 

within  SIX  months  fi*om  the  date  of  the  report,  at  such  ^rwtmt^ 

time  and  place  as  the  Master  should  appoint,   the  an  answer,  in 

Plaintiff  should  reconvey  the  mortgaged  premises  to  guit,  the  De- 

the  Defendant;  or,  in  default  thereof,  the  Defendant  fendant.not- 

withstanding 
should  thenceforth  stand  absolutely  foreclosed.     And  he  is  in  con- 

for  the  better  taking  the  accounts,  the  parties  were  to  ^^[^^ 

produce  before  the  Master,  upon  oath,  all  deeds,  books,  with  wnrranu 

&c.  relating  thereto,  and  were  to  be  examined  upon  Muter? 

interroiratories,  as  the  Master  should  direct,  who,  in      An  order 

...  «  1  •        11   •         absolute  in 

takuig  the  account,  was  to  make  to  the  parties  all  just  the  first  in- 

allowances ;  with  liberty  to  either  of  the  parties  to  apply.  J^'JJ^^'S, 

report  made 

The  Plaintiff  did  not  serve  the  Defendant  with  any  "^^en  jl^'"* 

warrants  to  attend  the  proceedings  before  the  Master ;  cm/euo,  for 

the  whole  of  which,  upon  the  accounts,  therefore,  were  g^er,  is  ir- ' 

taken  ex  parte.  regulwr. 

By  his  report,  dated  the  22d  of  Jufy  18S7,  the  Mas- 
ter certified  the  sum  that  was  due  to  the  Plaintiff  for 
principal,  interest,  and  costs,  and  appointed  the  22d 

of 
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1838.  ^  of  January  1838,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clocki  at  the  HdU  Chapel^  as  the  time  and  place 
of  payment.  This  report  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
an  order,  absolute  in  the  first  instance,  which  was  not 
served  on  the  Defendant 

The  first  information  which  the  Defendant  had  of  the 
decree  and  proceedings  in  the  Master's  office,  was  by  a 
letter  from  the  Plaintiff's  solicitor,  dated  the  3 1st  of 
August  1837,  and  stating  the  eflfect  of  the  Master's  report 

Upon  a  petition  by  the  Defendant,  stating  these  facts, 
(which  were  verified  by  affidavit,)  alleging  certain  spe- 
cific errors  in  the  account,  and  praying  that  the  order 
confirming  the  report  might  be  discharged,  and  that  it 
might  be  referred  back  to  the  Master  to  review  his 
report,  the  Vice-Chancellor  dismissed  the  application, 
on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner,  not  having  purged  his 
contempt,  had  no  right  to  be  heard. 

The  Defendant  presented  a  petition  of  appeal  against 
his  Honor's  order. 

Mr.  Purvisj  for  the  Plaintiff,  took  a  preliminary  ob- 
jection to  the  petition,  on  the  ground  that  the  Defendant 
was  not  entitled  to  be  heard,  inasmuch  as  he  had  not 
put  in  his  answer,  and  was  still  in  contempt 

Mr.  Elderton^  in  support  of  the  petition. 

The  Defendant,  notwithstanding  his  contempt,  has  a 
right  to  be  heard,  to  show  irregularity  in  the  proceed- 
ings against  him,  before  he  is  absolutely  foreclosed. 
The  irregularities  he  complains  of  are,  first,  that  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  account  in  the  Mas- 
ter's office  were  taken  behind  hb  back,  the  Defendant 

never 
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never  having  been  served  with  warrants,  and  having  1838. 
had  no  notice  to  attend ;  and  next,  that  the  order,  con- 
firming the  report,  was  absolute  in  the  first  instance.  It 
appears  from  the  note  of  a  case  of  Tliompson  v.  Trotter  {a\ 
with  which  I  have  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Walker^  the 
Registrar,  that  a  distinction  exists  in  this  respect  be- 
tween decrees  pro  confessoj  under  the  statute,  for  want  of 
appearance,  and  diecrees  pro  cor^esso  for  want  of  answer. 
In  the  former,  there  being  no  one  whom  the  Plaintiff 
can  serve,  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  must  neces- 
sarily be  ex  parte  ;  in  the  latter,  the  Defendant  having 
come  in  and  acknowledged  the  jurisdiction,  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  when  a  decree  has  been  made  for  an 
account,  the  accounting  party  should  be  cited  to  attend 
before  the  Master ;  Dominicetti  v.  Latti  (6),  DanielFs 
Chancery  Practice,  (c)  And  such  indeed  is  the  language 
of  this  decree,  which  directs  that  the  parties  shall  be 
examined  on  interrogatories,  and  shall  bring  in  books 
and  papers  upon  oath. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  think  the  Defendant  has  a  right  to  be  heard  to  shew 
irregularity  in  the  proceedings.  Let  the  case  stand 
over  to  give  the  Plaintiff's  counsel  an  opportunity  of 
inquiring  whether  there  are  authorities  for  holding  that 
the  taking  the  account  ex  parte  in  the  Master's  office, 
and  the  order  confirming  the  report  absolute  at  once, 
were  regular.    My  impression  is  the  other  way. 


The  petition  having  been  brought  on  again,  Jan.  si. 

Mr.  Purvis  submitted  that  the  Defendant,  being  in 
contempt,  could  not  be  heard,  except  for  the  purpose  of 

gettmg 

(a)  loth  Dec.  18S?,  not  re-         {b)  ^  Dick.  688. 
ported.  (c)  Vol.i.  p.  698. 

Vol.  IIL  O 
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18S8.       getting  rid  of  the  order  putting  him  in  contempt ;  and 
'^  he  cited  Beame^s  Orders{a)  Vaatesw.  Young{h\  Anon.{c\ 

Odell  v.  Hart  (d).  Lord  Wenman  t.  Osbaldiston.  {e) 

[The  Lord  Chancellor.  I  have  already  decided  that 
the  Defendant  i$  entitled  to  be  heard,  to  shew  that  the 
Plaintiff  has  been  irregular  in  his  mode  of  prosecuting 
the  decree.  The  Plaintiff  has  now  to  satisfy  me  that 
under  a  decree  for  taking  the  bill^o  canfesso^  not  for 
want  of  appearance,  but  for  want  of  answer,  he  had  a 
right  to  go  on,  without  serving  the  Defendant  with 
warrants,  and  afterwards  to  get  an  immediate  order  con- 
firming the  report  absolutely.] 

Mr.  Purvis. 

In  this  case  the  Defendant  has  not  put  in  his  answer; 
if  he  had,  the  case  would  have  stood  in  a  very  different 
position ;  for  the  answer  would  probably  have  supplied 
all  the  evidence  necessary  to  charge  him  in  the  account ; 
and  surely  he  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a  more  ad- 
vantageous situation  by  reason  of  his  own  default  If, 
under  a  decree  taking  the  bill  pro  confesso^  a  Defendant 
is  to  have  a  right,  notwithstanding  his  contempt,  to  ap- 
pear and  contest  the  proceedings  before  the  Master, 
the  Plaintiff  will  be  really  in  a  worse  situation  than  if 
the  decree  had  been  made  upon  a  regular  hearing, 
after  the  Defendant  had  submitted  to  give  the  Plaintiff 
the  benefit  of  an  answer.  An  order  confirming  the 
report  absolutely  in  the  first  instance  may  not  be  usual, 
according  to  the  present  practice,  nor  have  I  been  able 
to  find  a  precedent  for  it;  but  if  the  rule  be,  as  I  con- 
tend, that  a  Defendant,  against  whom  a  decree  taking 
the  bill  pro  confesso  has  been  made,  has  no  right  to 

appear 

(a)  Page  55.  {d)  1  Molloy,  492. 

lb)  9  Vet.  1 72.  (e)  2  Bro.  P.  C.  S76.  IbmL.  cd. 

(c)  15  F«.174. 


King 

V. 
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appear  upon  any  subsequent  proceedings,  so  long  as        1838. 

bis  contempt  is  not  cleared,  an  order  nisi  would  be  an 

idle  form.     Daminicetti  v.  Latti  only  proves  that  under 

such  a  decree  the  Plaintiff  is  bound  to  produce  some      BaYANt 

evidence  that  something  was  due. 

TJte  Lord  Chancellor. 

In  this  case  the  Plaintiff,  having  placed  the  Defendant 
in  contempt  for  want  of  an  answer,  goes  on  to  take  the 
hiU  pro  confesso ;  he  then  goes  into  the  Master's  office 
and  prosecutes  the  account  ex  parte.  The  result  is 
that  the  Master  finds  a  certain  sum  to  be  due,  upon 
which  the  Plaintiff  proceeds,  in  the  ordinary  course,  to 
foreclose  the  estate.  What  I  wanted  was  to  find 
whether  the  Plaintiff  was  regular  in  that  proceeding; 
because,  if  the  Plaintiff  ought  to  have  served  warrants 
on  the  Defendant,  and  if  he  ought  to  have  served  him 
with  the  order  nisiy  it  would  be  a  most  unjust  extension 
of  the  rule  against  parties  in  contempt,  to  take  away  a 
man's  e&tate  without  giving  him  any  opportunity  of 
coming  in  and  protecting  himself. 

The  Court  will  not  hear  a  party  in  contempt  coming 
himself  into  Court  to  take  any  advantage  of  proceedings 
in  the  cause ;  but  such  a  party  is  entitled  to  appear,  not- 
withstanding, and  resist  any  proceedings  taken  against 
him,  and  it  would  be  a  very  easy  way  of  evading  that  rule 
if  his  adversary,  instead  of  giving  him  notice,  were  to 
avoid  serving  him,  and  then  to  say  that  he  could  not  take 
advantage  of  the  rule  in  order  to  impeach  the  previous 
proceedings.  However  there  is  no  such  practice.  Sup- 
posing that  there  might  be  some  colour  of  authority  for 
the  course  which  has  been  adopted  in  the  present  case, 
I  wished  the  point  to  be  inquired  into.  It  is  now 
admitted  that,  under  the  circumstances  which  have  oc- 
currd   here,  an  order  confirming  the  Master's  report 

O  2  absolutely 
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absolutely  in  the  first  instance  is  irregular,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  preceded  by  the  order  nisi.  Now,  unless 
the  Defendant  was  entitled  to  warrants,  it'  would  be  ao 
absurdity  to  require  the  order  nisi  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  the  absolute  order.  The  necessity  for  the  order 
nisi  assumes  that  the  account  before  the  Master  is 
not  to  be  taken  ex  parte.  The  Court  punishes  the  De- 
fendant's default,  in  refusing  to  answer,  by  giving  to 
the  Plaintiff  the  benefit  of  a  decree  upon  the  bill  as 
confessed  :  but  there  the  advantage  stops ;  and  when 
the  decree  is  once  pronounced,  tlie  subsequent  duty  of 
the  Court  and  its  officers  is  to  execute  that  decree  in 
the  ordinary  way.  Accordingly,  no  authority  is  to  be 
found  in  support  of  the  proposition  that,  upon  a  decree 
taking  the  bill  pv  confesso,  and  directing  an  account, 
the  account  may  be  prosecuted  ex  parte.  The  case  of 
Dominicetti  y.  Latti  shews  that,  in  the  year  1781,  the 
practice  was  considered  to  be  direcdy  otherwise.  It 
appears  from  the  exceptions  in  that  case,  that  the  Mas- 
ter was  not  proceeding  with  the  account  ex  parte  ;  for 
the  exceptions  state  that  the  Defendant  having  objected 
to  the  allowance  of  items  with  which  he  was  charged, 
the  Master  called  upon  the  Plaintiff  to  produce  evidence 
in  support  of  his  charge,  and  the  Plaintiff  refused,  and 
took  exceptions.  The  question,  as  appears  from  the  re- 
port, was  not  decided  at  the  moment,  but  stood  over  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  practice ;  and,  upon 
the  result  of  the  inquiry,  the  exceptions  were  over*ruIed. 


The  Plaintiff  here  has  miscarried :  he  has  proceeded 
ex  parte,  when  he  ought  to  have  proceeded  by  warrants, 
and  the  present  application  is  to  protect  the  Defendant 
against  an  order  for  a  foreclosure,  obtained  upon  an 
irregular  report,  which  can  only  be  considered  as  a 
nullity.  The  costs  of  the  petition  must  be  paid  by  the 
Plaintiff,  who  may  set  them  off,  however,  against  the 
costs  of  the  contempt 
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WILSON  V.  BATES.  March  lo.  as. 

30. 

THE  bill  was  eied  on  the  I2th  of  April  1837.     On  A  plaintiffiii 


entitled  to 


the  17th  of  April  a  motion,  made  by  the  PlaintifiP,  g„g  ^^  g„ 


was  refused,  with  costs,  which  were  aflerwards  taxed  at  attachment 

.^_  ABsinst  B  dfi* 

112.  IBs.  6d.    The  Plaintiff  having  refused  to  pay  those  fendantfor 

costs,  an  attachment,  dated  the  22d  of  Jtm^  1887,  issued  '^^antof  an- 

,  ^      7  1      n  swer.although 

against  him.     On  the  17th  of  July  the  attachment  was  he  is  himself 

lodged  with  the  sheriff  of  iwc^s/mAiW,  in  whose  cus-  '"J."t!^^/?! 
^  'a  contempt  in 

tody  the  Plaintiff  then  was.  On  the  27th  otJune  1837,  non-payment 
die  time  allowed  to  the  Defendants,  under  the  new  ^  ^^'  * 
orders,  for  answering  the  Plaintiff's  bill,  expired.  On 
the  28th  of  August^  the  Plaintiff  gave  the  Defendants 
notice  that  he  should  sue  out  an  attachment  against 
them  for  want  of  an  answer:  and,  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
iemheTi  an  attachment  .was  sued  out  accordingly,  under 
which  the  Defendants  were  arrested,  and  thereupon  en- 
tered into  bail  bonds.  The  Plaintiff  was  then,  and  still 
oontinaed  to  be,  detained  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff 
of  Leicestershire  at  the  suit  of  the  Defendants,  for  non- 
payment of  11/.  185.  6d.,  the  costs  of  the  motion. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  having  refused  a  motion,  on 
behalf  of  the  Defendants,  that  the  attachments  against 
them  might  be  set  aside  for  irregularity,  and  that  the  bail- 
bonds  might  be  ordered  to  be  cancelled,  the  motion  was 
renewed  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  way  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  G.  L.  Russett^  in  support  of 
the  modon. 
By  the  seventy-eighth  ordinance  of  Lord  Bacon  (a)  it 

is 
{a)  Beamet*  Orders^SS, 
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18S8.  ^  is  declared  that,  "  they  that  are  in  contempt,  especially 
so  far  as  proclamation  of  rebellion,  are  not  to  be 
here,  neither  in  that  suit,  nor  any  other,  except  the 
Court  of  special  grace  suspend  the  contempt"  {a) 
Whether  this  is  tq  be  read  that  a  party  in  contempt 
shall  not  be  kerCf  that  is,  in  Court,  or  shall  not  be  heard^ 
as  suggested  by  Mr.  Beamesj  it  equally  precludes  a 
person  in  the  situation  of  the  Plaintiff  from  suing  out 
an  attachment  against  defendants  in  default  for  want 
of  answer.  The  attachment  is  under  the  seal,  and  pur- 
ports to  be  the  order,  of  the  Court;  and  although, 
according  to  the  modem  course,  it  is  now  obtained 
without  motion,  the  ancient  practice  was  different,  as 
appears  from  many  cases  to  be  found  in  the  old  reports, 
particularly  Cary^  and  the  book  called  Choice  Cases ; 
Broomhead  v.  Smith  (b) :  and  it  still  proceeds  upon  an 
application  made  by  the  party,  bringing  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Court  the  default  which  is  the  foundation 
of  the  order,  and  it  must  be  entered  in  the  Registrar's 
Book  before  it  can  issue.  To  all  intents  and  purposes, 
therefore,  the  suing  out  of  an  attachment  by  the  Plain- 
tiff was  a  proceeding  in  the  cause,  and  a  direct  violation 
of  Lord  Bacon's  ordinance.  That  ordinance  is  referred 
to  by  Chief  Baron  Gilbert  (r),  as  declaring  the  practice. 
The  general  rule,  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Eldorif  is,  that 
parties  must  clear  their  contempt  before  they  can  be 
heard ;  Vatdes  v.  Young  (d),  A  contempt  of  this  kind 
is  not  capable  of  being  waived ;  Howard  v.  Newman  (e), 
Gompertz  v.  Best,  {g)  Upon  this  point  reference  has 
been  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  present  case  to  the 
Clerks-in-Court  and  to  the  Registrars.  Of  the  former, 
thirteen  have  signed  a  certificate  stating,  that,  according 
to  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  universal  practice,  a 

plamtiff 
(a)  Beamei*  Ordert,5S.  (d)  9  Fa.  172. 

(A)  8  Fet.S57.    See  p.  559,         (e)  1  MolL  221. 
(c)  For.  Rom.  102.  (g)  1  Yo.  ^  Col.  619. 
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plaintiff  in  contempt  cannot  sue  out  an  attachment  for  18S8. 
want  of  an  answer;  and  the  Registrars,  with  one  ex- 
ception, entertain  the  same  opinion.  Anon,  (a),  Hewitt 
r.  McCartney.  (6)  Upon  a  similar  principle,  the  Court, 
in  Holbrooke  v.  Cracrqft  (c),  and  other  cases  of  a  like 
kind,  has  prevented  a  plaintiff  from  pressing  for  a  de- 
fendant's answer  until  he  has  paid  costs  awarded  against 
him,  by  analogy  to  the  practice  at  law ;  Wild  v.  Holh 
son  (d),  BeUchamber  v.  Giani.  (e) 

Mr.  BetheJl^  contra. 

The  proposition  that  if  a  plaintiff,  against  whom  an 
attachment  has  issued  for  non-pajrment  of  costs,  has 
not  obtained  the  defendant's  answer,  (and  indeed  whe- 
ther he  has  obtained  an  answer  or  not,  for  the  argu- 
ment must  be  general,)  he  is  unable  to  take  any  step  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  cause,  is  new,  and,  if  established, 
would  be  a  dangerous  extension  of  the  ordinary  rule 
with  respect  to  parties  in  contempt  It  would  follow 
that  if  even  any  one  defendant  has  obtained  an  order 
for  payment  of  costs,  and  sued  out  an  attachment  for 
non-payment,  the  plaintiff  is  put  under  a  ban  as  to 
all  the  defendants.  Lord  Bacon's  ordinance,  if  con- 
strued literally,  is  not  the  rule  at  the  present  day; 
for  it  is  perfectly  settled  that  a  party  in  contempt  in 
one  cause  may,  notwithstanding,  be  heard  in  another ; 
and  that,  even  in  the  same  cause,  he  may  be  heard  to 
defend  himself  agamst  any  proceeding  by  which  his 
adversary  brings  him  into  Court,  or  in  which  even  the 
latter  has  been  guilty  of  irregularity ;  King  v.  Bryant,  {g) 

Lord 

(a)  15  Ves.  174.  followed  by  Lord  Brougham  in 

(h)  19  Ves.  560.  Harrington  v.  Longy  9th  Jtme 

[e)  6  ret.706.n.  ISSl,  MS.;  and  see  KilUngr. 

Id)  2  Ves.  4>  B.  105.  XUihifi,  6  Mad.  68. 

(e)  5  Mad.SSO.  Thiflcasewas  (g)  Suprii,  p.  191. 

O  4 
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Lord  Bacofis  ordinance  was  intended  to  have  reference 
exclusively  to  defendants  who  were  in  contempt^  and 
not  to  plainti£&.  At  all  events,  it  has  never  been  con- 
strued as  applicable,  in  practice,  to  attachments  sued  out 
for  want  of  answer,  which,  at  no  period  in  our  legal 
history,  were  proceedings  in  Court,  but  were  always 
obtained,  without  motion,  on  the  mere  application  of 
the  pai*ty  at  the  proper  office.  It  appears  from  entries 
in  the  Registrar's  book,  which  has  been  searched  for 
the  purpose,  that  in  Wild  v.  Hobson  {a)  the  plaintiff, 
at  the  time  when  his  cause  was  brought  to  a  hearing, 
was  actually  in  contempt  to  an  attachment  for  non« 
payment  of  the  costs  of  two  prior  motions,  in  which  he 
had  been  unsuccessful,  and  that  the  payment  of  those 
costs  was  provided  for  by  the  decree ;  and  in  Ricietts 
V.  Momington  {b)  an  objection  to  the  hearing  of  the 
cause,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  contempt, 
was  expressly  taken  and  over-ruled. 


March  50.  The  LORD    CHANCELLOR. 

The  question  raised  on  this  application  was,  whether 
the  Plaintiff,  being  himself  in  contempt  for  non-payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  for  costs,  was  entitled  to  sue  out  an 
attachment  against  the  Defendants  for  not  answering  the 
bill :  and  this,  in  effect,  involved  another  question,  viz. 
whether,  under  such  circumstances,  he  could  take  any 
step  in  the  cause ;  for,  if  he  could  not  compel  an  answer, 
of  course  the  cause  would  be  entirely  stopped. 


No  case  upon  the  point  was  produced ;  and  the  argu- 
ment was  mainly  grounded  upon  the  seventy-eighth 
ordinance  of  Lord  Bacon.  That  ordinance,  although 
the  foundation  of  the  practice,  can  only  be  construed 

now 

(a)  4  Mad.  49.  (b)  7  Shu.  200. 
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now  by  the  practice  which  has  since  prevailed  with  18S8. 
reference  to  it  It  is  quite  obvious  that  its  termsi  if 
strictly  acted  upon,  would  produce  a  very  different  state 
of  practice  from  that  which  is  recognised  in  modem 
times.  If  I  had  to  decide  upon  that  in  the  first  in- 
stance^ and  were  called  upon  to  settle  a  rule  for 
future  guidance,  I  certainly  never  should  lay  down  any 
such  rule.  It  would  seem  extraordinary  that  a  party, 
who  may  not  be  able  to  pay  the  costs  of  a  refused 
motion,  should  be  therefore  absolutely  stopped  from 
asserting  his  rights.  At  the  same  time,  if  the  practice 
be  established,  it  would  not  be  for  me  to  alter  it. 

Now,  although  it  may  be  generally  true  that  a  party 
in  contempt  cannot  be  heard  to  make  a  njotion,  he  is 
nevertheless  permitted  to  be  heard  upon  a  motion  to 
get  rid  of  that  contempt,  a  case  for  which,  so  far  as  I 
can  see.  Lord  Bac(m*s  ordinance  makes  no  provision. 
It  is  also  well  settled,  that  if  a  party  in  contempt  is 
brought  into  Court  by  any  proceedings  taken  against 
him,  he  has  a  right  to  be  heard  in  his  defence,  and  in 
opposition  to  those  proceedings ;  another  case  which  is 
inconsistent  with  Lord  Bacon*s  ordinance,  if  construed 
strictly. 

The  real  question,  therefore,  comes  after  all  to  be 
what  is  the  present  practice.  Decision,  it  is  admitted, 
there  is  none.  A  certificate,  signed  by  a  number  of  the 
Clerks-in-Court,  has  been  produced,  not  alleged  to  be 
founded  on  any  authority,  but  stating  the  opinion  of 
the  individuals  who  sign  it,  that  a  party  in  contempt 
cannot  do  that  which  the  Plaintiff  has  done  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  The  certificate  is  valuable,  no  doubt, 
from  the  experience  of  those  individuals,  speakmg  to 
what  they  consider  the  universal  practice;  but  no  case 
is  referred  to  in  support  of  the  opinion ;  and  if  I  find 

that 
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1888«  that  the  practice  is  not  and  cannot  be  as  they  have  sup- 
posed, its  value  entirely  fails.  According  to  them,  if 
a  plaintiff  gets  into  contempt,  the  cause  is  absolutely 
stopped.  If  that  were  so,  of  course  a  plaintiff  in  con- 
tempt could  never  bring  his  cause  to  a  hearing  without 
clearing  his  contempt  On  this  point  there  is  not  an 
absence  of  authority ;  for  in  the  case  of  Wild  v.  Hob^ 
son  (a)  the  very  question  must  have  arisen.  The 
plaintiff,  in  the  course  of  that  cause,  had  made  two 
motions  to  enlarge  publication,  in  both  of  which,  having 
failed,  he  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of  them,  and 
attachments  had  issued  against  him  for  non-payment. 
This  toc^  place  on  the  2d  and  28th  of  November  1818. 
Now,  according  to  what  the  certificate  states  to  be  the 
practice,  the  first  suing  out  of  the  attachment  put  a  stop 
to  the  plaintiff's  fiirtber  proceedings ;  there  was  an  end 
of  his  power  to  advance  a  single  step  with  his  cause. 
Nevertheless,  it  appears  that  the  cause  actually  came  on 
for  hearing  on  the  29th  of  Jamiwry  1819,  the  plaintiff 
being  then  in  contempt;  and  that  the  costs  of  his  con- 
tempt were  made  matter  of  arrangement,  and  were  pro- 
vided for  in  the  decree,  (i)  That  at  once  brings  to  the 
test  the  accuracy  of  the  certificate  that  a  plaintiff  in 
contempt  cannot  go  on.  I  also  find  that  in  the  case 
of  Rickelts  V.  Momington  (c),  before  the  present  Vice- 
Chancellor,  the  same  question  arose.  There,  the  plaintiff 
in  contempt  brought  on  hb  cause  to  a  hearing.  Ac- 
cording to  the  certificate,  how  could  he  have  done  it  ? 
The  Six-clerk  who  had  the  management  of  that  cause 
could  not  have  been  aware  that  the  practice  was  as 
stated  in  the  certificate.     The  plaintiff  could  not  have 

taken 
{a)  4  Mad.  49.  B.  fols.  SO.  201.  and  490.  with 

(b)  The  proceedings   in  the      extracts  from  which  the  Lord 

cause   of   Wild  v.  Hobton  ap-      Chancellor  was  furnished  by  Mr. 

peared  from  entries  in  the  Re-      ColvUle,  one  of  the  Registrars. 

gistrar's  Book  for  the  year  Isis,         (c)  7  Situ.  SCO. 
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taken  a  single  step,  according  to  the  terms  of  Lord 
Bacon's  ordinance,  whether  it  be  read  "  here "  or 
"  heard ;"  and  yet  when  the  cause  came  on  for  hearing, 
although  a  party  in  contempt,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
heard,  here  he  was,  asking  a  decree.  It  was  objected 
that  he  could  not  do  so  because  he  was  in  contempt ; 
but  the  Vice-Chancellor  over-ruled  the  objection,  and 
he  was  heard ;  and  that  decision  has  been  acquiesced 
in.  So  much  for  what  is  said  to  be  the  universal 
practice  of  not  permitting  a  plaintiff  to  go  on  under 
SQch  circumstances.  Universal,  certainly  it  is  not ;  for 
here  are  two  reported  cases  in  which  the  particular 
facts  stated  shew  a  course  of  proceeding  adopted,  in- 
compatible with  the  practice  alleged  by  the  certificate  to 
prevail. 

The  question  has  also  been  raised  indirectly  in  other 
cases,  —  in  those  cases,  I  mean,  in  which,  the  plaintiff 
being  in  contempt,  the  defendant  has  applied  to  the 
Court  to  stay  further  proceedings  until  the  costs  of 
the  contempt  shall  have  been  paid.  If  the  circumstance 
of  a  plaintiff  being  in  contempt  of  itself  puts  an  end  to 
his  power  of  proceeduig,  that  would  be  an  unnecessary 
and  useless  step  on  the  defendant's  part.  Instead  of  that, 
the  defendant  would  be  content  to  remain  passive  and 
quiescent.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  course  taken  by 
parties  litigant,  or  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  Court : 
the  course  is,  for  the  Court,  upon  a  motion  for  that 
purpose,  and  not  before,  to  make  an  order  staying  the 
proceedings  until  the  plaintiff  has  paid  the  prior  costs  ; 
that  is  to  say,  it  makes  a  special  order.  In  Eddonves  v. 
Neuillef  before  Lord  Hardwicke^  according  to  the  note 
with  which  I  have  been  furnished  by  the  Registrar  (a), 
the  defendant  moved  that  all  proceedings  under  a  writ 

of 
{a)  Mr.  Colville. 
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1888.  of  execution  of  the  decree  might  be  suspended  until  the 
plaintiff  should  have  paid  certain  costs,  for  non-payment 
of  which  she  was  in  prison ;  and  the  Attomey^GeneraU 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  thereupon  applied  that  an 
attachment  might  issue* against  the  defendant:  and  the 
Court  made  a  special  order,  adjudicating  upon  the  whole 
matter.  So,  in  another  case  of  Price  v.  Dalion  (a),  be* 
fore  the  same  Judge,  upon  a  motion  by  the  defendant 
that  all  proceedings  for  want  of  answer  might  be  stayed 
until  the  plaintiff  had  paid  certain  costs,  the  Court  gave 
the  defendant  three  weeks**  time  to  answer,  after  the  costs 
should  have  been  paid.  These  cases  clearly  recognise 
the  propriety  of  the  application  to  stay  proceedings ;  and 
they  tend  to  shew,  moreover,  that  though  a  plaintiff  may 
be  in  contempt  to  an  attachment,  he  has  still  a  right  to 
the  process  of  the  Court  to  compel  an  answer,  or  to  pro- 
secute his  suit,  if  the  defendant  does  not  apply  specially 
that  proceedings  may  be  stayed. 

In  the  absence  of  all  authority  to  support  the  pro- 
position contended  for,  and  with  the  cases  I  have  referred 
to,  which,  though  not  expressly  in  point,  are  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  statement  in  the  certificate,  and 
having  no  disposition  whatever  to  extend  the  practice  of 
the  Court  in  the  construction  of  Lord  BacofCs  ordinance 
beyond  what  I  find  to  be  established,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Vice-Chancellor  was  right  in  what  be  has  done, 
and  the  motion  must  therefore  be  refused. 

(a)  July  1745. 
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DENYS  V.  LOCOCK.  ^^^  25. 

J«/i^4.6,7.29. 

T^HE  bill,  which  was  filed  by  Sir  George  William  A  negative 


-*•   DerttfSj  Bart,  against  Charles  Locock^  Sir  Francis  ^^^jj^^l^ 

be  a  plea  to 
the  whole  bill. 


•^  '  '     o  »  proteases  to 

Skueibufghf  and  Dame  jinna  Maria  Draycott  Shuck'  be  a  plea  to 

hurgh  his  wife,  and  other  persons,  stated  that  the  Plain*  excent  certain 

tifPs  fether,  Peter  Denys^  and  Lady  Charlotte  his  wife,  specified  parts, 

bad,  besides  the  Plaintiff,  two  children  only,  viz.  Charlotte  cetis  to  tra- 


verse some 
one  of  the 


DemfSy  who  died  in  the  year  1815,  unmarried,  and  the 

Defendant  Lady  Shuckbwgh.  parts  so  ex- 

cepted, is  bad. 

The  bill  stated  the  purport  of  the  will  of  Peter  Denys^ 
nrbo  died  in  the  year  1816,  and  also  of  the  will  of  Lady 
Charlotte  Detys^  dated  in  the  year  1822,  by  which, 
amongst  other  benefits  given  to  Lady  Shuckburgh^  the 
testatrix  bequeathed  to  her  the  dividends  of  all  the 
capital  sums  which  should  at  her  (the  testatrix's)  death 
be  standing  in  her  name,  in  any  of  the  public  stocks  or 
funds,  for  her  use  during  her  life,  with  remainder  to 
daughters,  and  in  default  of  daughters,  to  sons  of  Lady 
Stuckbwrghy  in  manner  particularly  mentioned  in  the 
bill;  and  in  case  Lady  S/ntckburgh  should  not  leave 
any  daughter  or  son  living  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
or  all  of  them  should  die  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  without  leaving  any  child  surviving,  then  the  tes- 
tatrix bequeathed  the  capital  sums  to  such  persons,  and 
io  such  manner,  in  all  respects,  as  Lady  Shuckburgh  by 
ber  will  should  appoint ;  and,  in  default  of  such  appoint- 
ment, to  the  executors  and  administrators  of  Lady  S/iuck- 
Ifurghj  to  be  applied  as  the  law  should  direct :  and  that 
the  testatrix  gave  all  the  residue  of  her  estate  and  effects, 
real  or  personal,  to  Lady  Shuckburghf  her  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  and  assigns* 

The 
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1887.  The  bill  went  on  to  state  that  at  the  date  of  the  will  of 

Peter  Denys^  the  annual  value  of  the  whole  proper^  in 
which  it  was  intended  by  such  will  that  the  Plaintiff 
should  take  an  interest  under  the  same,  supposing  (as 
proved  to  be  the  case)  that  the  powers  thereby  givoi  to 
Lady  C.  Denj/s  should  not  be  exercised  by  her,  did  not 
exceed  1 SOOJL ;  and  that  the  annual  value  of  the  property 
in  which  it  was,  upon  the  like  supposition,  intended  by 
the  same  will,  that  Lady  Shuekburgh  should  take  an  in- 
terest under  the  same,  was  80002.  at  the  least : 

That  at  the  date  of  the  will  of  Lady  C.  Denys,  the 
annual  value  of  the  property  in  which  it  was  intended 
by  her  will  that  the  Plaintiff  should,  upon  her  decease, 
take  an  interest  under  that  will,  and  under  the  will  of 
Peter  Denys^  did  not  altogether  exceed  1850/. ;  and  that 
the  annual  value  of  the  property  in  which  it  was  in- 
tended by  such  will,  that  Lady  Shuekburgh  should,  upon 
the  death  of  Lady  C.  Dent/Sf  take  an  interest  under  the 
two  wills,  exceeded  6500/.,  independently  of  the  furni- 
ture and  works  of  art  at  the  Pavilion^  which  was  the 
place  of  Lady  C.  Denys*s  residence,  and  certain  plate 
and  jewels ;  and  which  works  of  art,  plate,  and  jewels 
were  stated  in  the  bill  to  be  worth  very  large  sums  of 
money,  which  were  specified. 

The  bill  then  stated  certain  circumstances,  as  shewing 
that,  at  the  respective  dates  of  the  two  wills  before  men- 
tioned, it  was  expected  by  all  the  members  of  the  Pam^ 
fret  family,  and  of  the  Plaintiff's  own  family,  that  at  the 
death  of  George  Earl  of  Pomfret  and  of  his  brother 
Lieutenant  General  the  Honourable  Thomas  William 
FermoTj  who  afterwards  became  Earl  of  Pomfret^  the 
estates  of  the  Pomfret  family  would  devolve  upon  the 
Plaintifl^  under  the  limitations  of  a  settlement  to  which 
those  estates  were  subject    It  also  stated  certain  benefits 

and 
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and  allowances  conferred  on  the  Plaintiff,  or  promised  1887. 
to  him,  by  George  Earl  of  Pomfret  and  Thomas  William 
Fermor,  including  an  allowance  of  500/.  per  annum,  made 
to  him  by  George  Earl  of  Pomfret ;  and  then  proceeded  to 
state  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  circumstances  before 
referred  to,  and  by  reason  of  the  Plaintiff's  before  men- 
tioned expectations,  that  the  dispositions  made  in  favour  of 
Lady  Skuckburgh  by  the  will  of  Peter  Denys  were  so  made ; 
and  that  it  was  in  consideration  of  the  same  circumstances, 
bat  yet  at  the  suggestion  and  by  the  desire  of  Lady  Shuck" 
burgkj  that  the  dispositions  made  in  favour  of  Lady  SkMick* 
burgkj  by  the  will  of  Lady  C.Denys^  were  so  made  thereby. 

The  bill  then  went  on  to  allege  that,  after  the  death 
of  Peter  Dem/s^  Lady  Charlotte  DenySy  up  to  the  time  of 
her  death,  resided  at  the  Pavilion:  that  Sir  Francis 
and  Lady  Skuckburgh  were  married  in  October  1825, 
and  that  after  the  death  of  Peter  Denys^  Lady  Shuck^ 
burghj  before  her  marriage,  and  Sir  Francis  and  Lady 
Skuetbufgh,  after  their  marriage,  resided  with  Lady  C 
Demflj  until  her  death :  that  Lady  Skuckburgh  from  her 
earliest  years  had  been  a  person  of  violent  temper  and 
of  a  determined  will,  and  that  Lady  C.  Denys  from  her 
early  years  was  always  a  person  of  an  excitable  tempera- 
ment, but  of  a  kind  and  yielding  disposition,  and  unable 
to  combat  opposition ;  and  that,  after  the  death  of  Peter 
Uenys,  Lady  Skuckburgh^  before  her  marriage,  and  Sir 
Firands  and  Lady  Skuckburgh,  from  the  time  of  their 
marriage,  assumed  and  took  a  principal  part  in  the 
management  and  direction  of  the  household  affiiirs  of 
Lady  C.  Denys;  and  that  Lady  Shuckburgh  acquired 
great  ascendancy  and  control  over  Lady  C  Denys ;  and 
that,  previously  to  and  at  the  date  of  Lady  C.  Der^s 
will,  such  ascendancy  and  control  had  become  and 
were  extremely  great;— "and  that  they  afterwards  in- 
creased ;  and  that  from  about  some  time  in  the  year 

1830, 
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1887.  1880,  Lady  C  Derys  became  so  wholly  subjected  to 
the  influence  and  control  of  Lady  Shucklmrghj  that  she 
was  unable  in  anything  to  oppose  her  wishes : 

That,  at  the  date  of  Lady  CharloUe  Derg^^s  will,  she 
was  in  her  fifty-sixth  year,  and  Lady  ShuMurgh  in  her 
thirtieth  year ;  and  that  Lady  Shuciburgh  had  previously 
conceived  a  jealousy  of  the  Plaintiff,  in  respect  of  Lady 
C  Dery^s  property,  and  that  she  had  obtained  a  promise 
from  Lady  C  Days  that  she  would  leave  all  her  per- 
sonal property  to  her  (Lady  Shuc1cburgh\  and  that  the 
will  and  the  dispositions  therein  contained  were  made 
and  framed  at  the  suggestion  of  Lady  ShuclAurgh^  and 
in  compliance  with  her  wishes ;  and  that,  after  the  will 
had  been  made,  Lady  Skuckburgh  became  jealous  lest 
any  part  of  the  benefits  thereby  given  to  her  should  be 
taken  away  from  her  by  any  subsequent  disposition ;  and 
that  she  formed  a  secret  resolution  and  design  that,  by 
means  of  her  influence  and  control  over  Lady  C  Derysy 
she  would  prevent  any  such  subsequent  disposition  to 
her  prejudice  being  made ;  and  that,  in  prosecution  of 
such  design.  Lady  Shuckburgk,  soon  after  the  date  of  the 
will,  obtained  from  Lady  C  Derys  a  renewal  of  her 
promise  to  leave  all  her  personal  property  to  her : 

That  in  the  year  1823,  Thomas  William  Earl  of  Pom- 
/refj  then  I^omas  William  Fermoi\  unexpectedly  married, 
and  that  in  December  1824  he  had  a  son,  the  present  Earl, 
and  had  since  had  another  son;  and  that,  by  the  birth  of 
such  sons,  the  Plaintiff's  expectations  of  succeeding  to 
the  Pomftet  estates  were  defeated:  that  George  Elarl 
of  Pamfret  had  an  absolute  power  of  disposition  over 
other  property  of  considerable  value;  that  he  had 
always  shown  great  kindness  and  afiection  for  the  Plain- 
tiff, and  that  he  continued  the  allowance  of  500/.  per 
annum  to  the  Plaintiff,  notwithstanding  his  brother^s 

marriage; 
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marriage;  and  that  it  was  always  expected,  by  the  Plain- 
tiff, and  also  by  Lady  C.  DenySf  that  some  considerable 
provision  would  be  made  for  the  Plaintiff  by  the  will 
of  George  Earl  of  Pom/ret;  and  that  Lady  C.  Denys 
made  no  alteration  in  her  will  before  his  death,  which 
happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  April  1830 ; 
and  that  it  then  appeared  that  his  will  contained  no 
provision  whatever  in  favour  of  the  Plaintiff  or  of  the 
Plaintiff's  family,  and  that,  before  his  death,  his  suc- 
cessor {Thomas  WiUiam)  bad  made  it  known  that  he 
had  changed  the  intention  which  he  had  previously  en- 
tertained of  leaving  to  the  Plaintiff  an  estate  called 
Tannstead  Hall,  in  Essex  : 

That  the  Plaintiff  married  in  the  year  1809,  soon 
after  he  was  of  age,  and  had  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
eight  were  living. 

Hie  bill  then  stated  circumstances,  shewing  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  George  Earl  of  Pom/ret,  the 
Plaintiff  had  very  little  property  besides  that  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,  and  that  he  was  involved  in 
debt,  and  that  Lady  C  Dem^s  was  fully  acquainted 
with  his  circumstances,  and  that,  from  the  time  of  his 
birth  to  the  time  of  his  mother's  (Lady  C.  Dery^s) 
death,  she  was  always  devotedly  attached  to  him,  and 
that  the  kindest  feeling  and  warmest  affection  uninter- 
ruptedly subsisted  between  them;  and  that  after  the 
death  of  George  Earl  of  Pomfret  she  became  extremely 
anxious  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
Plamtiff  beyond  the  means  and  expectations  he  then 
had,  and  that  she  frequently  expressed  such  anxiety, 
but  in  the  absence,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  Lady 
Skuckburgk;  and  that,  on  the  1st  of  May  1831,  she 
wrote  a  letter  (stated  in  the  bill)  to  Thomas  William 
Earl  of  Pomfrety  who  had  continued  to  the  Plaintiff  the 
Vol.  hi.  P  500/. 
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one  of  those  witnesses,  Miza  Couch  (the  lady's  maid 
of  Lady  C  Dem/s),  afterwards  disclosed  to  Lady  Skuci^ 
burgh  the  fact  of  the  execution  of  that  codicil,  but 
could  not  inform  her  of  its  nature  or  effect,  further  than 
that  it  was  in  favour  of  the  Plaintiff;  and  that  Lady 
Shuckburgh  then  used  reproaches  and  violent  expressions 
to  Lady  C  Denys,  who  was  at  that  time  extremely  ill, 
and  recovering  from  a  recent  attack  of  paralysis,  and 
was  unable  to  speak  without  great  difficulty ;  and  that 
Lady  Shuckburgh  afterwards  ascertained  the  exact  na- 
ture of  the  codicil  which  had  been  executed : 

That,  on  the  12tb  of  March  18S4,  Lady  C.  Denys 
made  another  codicil,  by  which  she  revoked  so  much  of 
the  previous  codicil  as  had  given  the  10,000^  S^  per  cent. 
Bank  annuities,  after  the  death  of  the  Plaintiff,  to  his 
children ;  and  directed  tliat,  after  his  death,  that  sum, 
and  any  additions  she  might  make  to  it,  should  fall  into 
the  residue  of  her  estate:  that  Lady  C  Denys  was 
induced  to  execute  the  codicil  of  the  12th  of  March 
1834*  wholly  through  the  influence  of  Lady  Shuckburgh^ 
and  through  fear  of  her :  that  by  a  codicil  of  the  29th 
of  March  1834,  Lady  C,  Denys  (amongst  other  things) 
revoked  the  codicils  of  the  2d  of  August  1833  and  the 
12th  of  March  1834,  and  directed  that  her  executor 
and  executrix  should,  out  of  the  sum  of  10,000/.  3^  per 
cent  Bank  annuities,  standing  in  her  name,  raise  the 
sum  of  3600/.,  and  such  further  or  other  sum  of  money 
as  should  be  necessary  to  redeem  two  annuities,  granted 
by  the  Plaintiff,  of  170/.  7^.  and  189/.,  and  all  arrears 
of  those  annuities,  and  all  the  expences  of  redemption ; 
and  that  the  annuities  should  be  redeemed  accord- 
ingly:  that,  by  a  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April  1835, 
she  revoked  so  much  of  her  codicil  of  the  29th  of 
March  1834  as  directed  her  executor  and  executrix, 
by  sale  of  a  competent  part  of  the  sum  of  10,000/.  3^ 

per 
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per  cent  Bank  annuities,  standing  in  her  name,  to  raise  1837. 
the  sum  of  8600^,  and  such  further  or  other  sum  of 
money  as  should  be  necessary  to  redeem  the  two  an- 
nuities before  mentioned ;  and  she  revoked  the  direction 
to  redeem  those  annuities^  and  directed  that  her  executor 
and  executrix  should,  if  found  necessary,  and  if  and 
when  convenient  to  ImAj  Shuckburgh^  pay  those  annuities 
for  one  or  two  years  after  her  (Lady  C  Denys*s)  decease, 
at  the  discretion  of  Lady  SAuckburgh ;  and  that  Lady 
Skuekburgh  should,  at  any  time  during  her  life,  and 
notwithstanding  her  coverture,  be  at  liberty  to  sell  or 
transfer  the  said  10,000/.  SJ  per  cent  Bank  annuities, 
or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  apply  the  same,  or  the 
money  to  be  produced  by  such  sale,  as  she  might  think 
proper ;  but  if  the  Bank  annuities  should  not  be  sold  or 
transferred  by  Lady  Shuckburgh  in  her  lifetime,  then  the 
same,  or  such  part  as  should  not  be  sold  or  transferred^ 
and  the  dividends  and  interest,  should  be  applied  in 
such  manner  as  by  Lady  C  Deny^%  will  and  a  former 
codicil  thereto  were  mentioned,  respecting  the  sums 
standing  in  her  name  in  any  of  the  public  stocks  or 
government  funds  of  this  kingdom ; 

That  Lady  C  Denys  executed  as  well  the  codicils  of 
the  29th  of  March  18S4  and  the  14th  of  April  1835,  as 
the  paper  writing  of  the  12th  of  March  1834,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Lady  Shuckburgh  ;  and  that  she  was,  in 
fact,  induced  to  execute  all  of  them  by  the  exercise  of 
undue  and  improper  influence  and  control  over  her  on 
the  part  of  Lady  Shuckburgh,  and  that  she  never  would 
have  executed  any  of  them  but  for  the  exercise  of  such 
bfluence  and  control ;  that  Lady  C  Detys  was  extremely 
unwilling  to  execute  the  paper  writing  of  the  12th  of 
March  1834,  and  the  codicils  of  the  29th  of  March 
1884  and  the  14th  of  April  1835  ;  and  that  in  order  to 
P  3  induce 
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induce  her  so  to  do,  Lady  Skuckburgh^  previously  to  the 
execution  of  the  same  instruments  respectively,  and,  in 
particular,  previously  to  the  execution  of  the  codicils  of 
the  29th  of  March  18S4  and  the  14th  of  April  1855, 
from  time  to  time  represented  to  Lady  C  Denys  that 
she  (Lady  Shuckburgh)  had  always  intended,  out  of  the 
benefits  which  she  was  to  derive  under  the  will  and 
codicils  of  Lady  C  DerySj  to  make  some  considerable 
provision  for  the  Plaintiff  and  his  family;  and  that^ 
before  the  execution  of  the  codicil  of  the  lith  of  April 
IBS 5,  Lady  Shuckburgh^  expressly  and  in  terms,  promised 
Lady  C.  Denj^s  that  if  she  would,  as  she  (Lady  Shuek'^ 
burgh)  desired,  execute  that  codicil,  she  (Lady  Shuck^ 
burgh)  would  apply  the  said  sum  of  10,00<M.  stock  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Plaintiff  and  his  children,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  2d  of 
August  1 833 :  that  Lady  C  Dem/s  believed  such  repre- 
sentations and  promises  of  Lady  Shuckburghj  and  that 
she  executed  the  paper  writing  of  the  l£th  of  March 

1834,  and  also  both  the  codicils  of  the  29th  of  March 
1834  and  the  14th  of  April  1835,  and  particularly  the 
last-mentioned  codicil,  in  reliance  on  the  truth  of  such 
representations,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  said  promises : 

That  Lady  C.  Denys  died  on  the  1 7th  of  Nooember 

1835,  and  that  on  the  SOth  of  December  1835,  her  said 
will,  tc^ther  with  the  four  codicils  of  the  19th  of  Mai/ 
1831,  the  20th  of  August  1832,  the  29th  of  March 
1834,  and  the  14th  of  April  1835,  without  any  other 
instrument,  were  proved,  in  common  form,  in  the  Pre- 
rogative Court  of  Canterbury,  by  Charles  Locock  and 
by  Lady  Shuckburgh,  with  the  privity  and  approval  of  Sir 
Francis  Shuckburgh ;  and  that  the  personal  property  of 
Lady  C.  Derys  was  then  sworn  at  80,000/.,  and  that  her 
debts  did  not  amount  to  lOOOi,  and  that  her  personal 

assets, 
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assets,  not  specifically  bequeathed,  were  greatly  more  1837. 

than   sufficient  to  pay  her  funeral  and  testamentary  ^""^T^^"^^^ 
expences  and  debts : 


That,  notwithstanding  the  representations  and  pro- 
mises made  by  Lady  Skuckburgh  to  Lady  C.  Dettys,  Sir 
Francis  and  Lady  Skuckburgh  claimed  the  said  sum  of 
10,0002.9  3^  per  cent.  Bank  annuities,  for  their  own 
benefit. 

The  bill  then  proceeded  to  charge,  as  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  matters  thereinbefore  stat^  and  set  forth, 
various  circumstances  tending  to  shew  Lady  C  Deny^s 
great  and  unabated  affection  for  the  Plaintifi^,  and  her 
anxious  desire  to  make  further  provision  for  the  Plain- 
aS^  and  particularly  to  settle  the  10,0002.  stock,  before* 
mentioned,  upon  the  Plaintifi^;  and  that  Lady  Skuckburgk 
had  frequently  made  representations  and  statements  to 
Lady  C  Denysj  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Plaintiff,  and 
which  had  the  effect  of  preventing  Lady  C  Denys  from 
making  him  presents  which  she  had  designed  for  him  • 
and  that  Lady  Skuckburgk  discouraged  the  Plaintiff's 
visits  to  Lady  C.  Dery/s  ;  and,  whenever  he  did  visit  her, 
used  to  prevent  his  being  left  alone  with  her,  and,  in 
fact,  that  he  was  never,  after  the  death  of  his  father 
(Peter  Denys)^  suffered  by  Lady  Skuckburgk  to  be  alone 
with  Lady  C.  Denys,  although  he  often  called  upon  her, 
and  remained  for  several  hours  at  a  time:  and  that 
Lady  Skuckburgk,  from  the  year  1830,  always  kept  a 
watch  over  Lady  C.  Denys,  to  prevent  her  making  any 
disposition  of  her  property  without  her  (Lady  Shucks 
burgKs)  knowledge;  and  that  Lady  Skuckburgk  was 
accustomed  to  use  harsh  language  and  conduct  towards 
Lady  C.  Denys,  whenever  she  opposed  Lady  Skuck'^ 
burgKs  wishes,  and  to  modify  her  conduct  and  shew 

P  4  greater 
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18S7.  greater  kindness  to  Lady  C.  Denys  when  she  complied 
with  her  wishes :  and  that  that  mode  of  proceeding  was 
a  certain  mode  of  acquiring  influence  and  control  over 
Lady  C  Denys;  and  that  the  Plaintiff^  from  the  time  of 
his  father's  death  until  the  year  18S2,  resided  about  fifty 
miles  from  London^  and  that  in  the  year  1832  he  went 
to  reside  in  France^  and  never  more  saw  Lady  C  Denysj 
which  circumstance  facilitated  Lady  Shuckburgh*s  control 
over  her;  and  that  in  the  year  18S1  Lady  Shtckburgk 
induced  Lady  C  Denys  to  ^ve  her  all  her  plate,  jewels, 
ornaments,  and  trinkets,  which  were  worth  10,OOOL  at 
least;  and  that,  soon  after  the  month  of  March  1884^ 
Lady  C.  Denys  was  persuaded  by  Lady  Skuchburgk  to 
execute  a  deed  of  gift,  giving  her  all  the  furniture,* 
works  of  art,  and  pictures  at  the  Pavilion^  which  were 
worth  at  least  20,000/. :  and  that  both  the  codicils  of 
the  29th  of  Jdarch  1834,  and  the  14th  of  April  1835, 
were  made  at  the  suggestion  of  Lady  Shuckburgh  ;  and 
that  the  contents  and  effect  thereof  were  suggested  by 
her ;  and  that  she  gave  instructions  or  directions  for  the 
same  to  Henry  Francis  (Lady  C  Deny^s  solicitor),  and 
that  he  received  his  instructions  or  directions  for  the 
same  from  her. 

The  bill  also  charged,  that  the  truth  of  the  matters 
mentioned  in  the  bill  would  appear,  if  the  Defendants 
would  state  and  set  forth,  as  they  were  able  and  ought 
to  do,  with  whom  the  idea  or  design  of  the  alleged 
codicil  of  the  14th  of  April  1835  originated,  and 
whether  the  idea  or  design  of  the  same  did  not,  in 
truth,  originate  with  Lady  Shuckburgh^  and  whether 
such  codicil,  or  the  contents  or  effect  thereof,  or  some 
part  of  such  contents,  were  not  in  the  first  instance 
suggested  by  Lady  Shuckburgh  to  Lady  C.  Denys  ;  and 
how  and  under  what  circumstances  it  happened  that 

Lady 
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Lady  C  Denys  came  to  desire,  or  was  led  to  make, 
such  codicil,  if  she  ever  desired  so  to  do;  and  at  what 
precise  time  or  times  Lady  C  Derys  first  conceived,  if 
she  ever  did  conceive,  the  design  of  making  such  codicil ; 
and  at  vhat  precise  time  or  times,  and  to  whom  and  in 
whose  presence.  Lady  C  Denys  first  gave,  if  ever  she 
did  give,  directions  for  preparing  the  last-mentioned 
codicil :  with  a  number  of  other  minute  inquiries  having 
die  same  object. 

The  bill  contained  a  similar  charge  as  to  the  codicil 
of  the  12th  of  March  1834,  and  the  codicil  of  the  29th 
of  March  1884. 

The  bill  charged,  as  further  evidence  of  the  matters 
therein  mentioned,  that,  before  the  execution,  by  Lady 
C.  Dem/Si  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  12th  of  March 

1834,  the  alleged  codicil  of  the  29th  of  March  1834, 
and  the  alleged  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April  1835,  re^ 
spectively.  Lady  Shuckburgh  frequently  represented  and 
stated  to  Lady  C.  Denys^  that  she  (Lady  Shuckburgh) 
intended,  by  and  out  of  the  benefits  which  she  was  to 
derive  from  Lady  C.  Denys,  to  make  some  considerable 
provision  for  the  Plaintiff  and  his  family;  and  that,  before 
the  execution  of  the  alleged  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April 

1835,  she  expressly  promised  Lady  C  Denys  that  if  she 
would,  as  she  (Lady  Shuckburgh)  desired,  execute  such 
eodicil,  she  would  hold  the  said  sum  of  10,000/.  new  3^ 
per  cent.  Bank  annuities,  and  the  dividends  thereof, 
upon  trusts  to  correspond  with  the  intention  expressed 
in  and  by  the  said  paper  writing  of  the  2d  of  August 
1833 ;  and  that  Lady  C.  Denys  believed  and  confided  in 
such  representations  and  promises,  and  executed  the 
said  paper  writing  and  codicils  respectively  in  the  belief 
of  such  representations,  and  on  the  faith  of  such  pro^ 
mises  respectively. 

The 
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1SS7.  The  bill  stated  and  charged  a  very  great  variety  of  cir- 

cumstances, tending  to  shew  that  the  mind  and  body  of 
Lady  C.  Demfs^  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  three 
last-mentioned  documents,  were  in  an  extremely  fed)Ie 
state ;  and  that  Lady  Skuckburgk  had,  by  threats  and  in- 
timidation, and  other  violent  demeanour,  obtained  an 
absolute  control  over  Lady  C.  Denys :  and  the  bill 
charged  that  the  circumstances  therein  stated,  as  proving 
or  tending  to  prove  the  state  of  mind  of  Lady  C.  Derys^ 
and  the  influence  exercised  over  her  by  Lady  Skuckburgk, 
formed  a  material  link  in  the  evidence  by  which  the 
Plaintiff  was  able  and  intended  to  prove  the  before-men- 
tioned representations  and  promises  to  have  been  made. 

The  bill  charged,  as  further  evidence  of  the  matters 
therein-mentioned,  that  the  Defendants  respectively  had, 
at  various  times,  written  letters  to,  or  had  other  written 
communications  with,  each  other,  and  with  various  other 
persons,  and  had,  at  various  times,  received  letters  or 
other  written  communications  from  each  other,  and 
from  various  other  persons,  touching,  or  concerning,  or 
relating  to  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  bill,  or  some 
of  them,  or  which  it  would  be  advantageous  for  the 
Plaintiff  to  see,  with  reference  to  his  claim  in  this  suit 
The  bill  particularised,  amongst  other  things,  various 
letters  relating  to  the  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April  1835. 

The  bill  also  charged,  that  the  Defendants  had  now, 
or  once  had,  in  the  custody,  possession,  or  power  of  them- 
selves or  their  attorneys,  solicitors,  or  agents,  among 
other  documents,  certain  drafts  of  the  codicil  of  the 
29th  of  March  1834,  certain  fair  copies  of  such  drafts, 
certain  instructions  for  the  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April 
1835,  certain  memoranda  relating  to  the  same,  and 
whereby,  if  produced,  the  truth  of  the  matters  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  would  appear. 

The 
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The  Defendants  to  the  bill  were  Charles  Locock,  Sir  I8S7. 
Francis  and  Lady  Skuckburgh,  and  Eliza  Couch,  who  was 
alleged  to  have  confederated  with  Lady  Shuckburgh  in 
such  manner  as  to  make  her  liable  for  the  costs  of  the 
suit  The  children  of  the  Plaintiff  and  of  Sir  Francis 
and  Lady  Shuckburgh  were  also  made  Defendants,  as 
claiming  an  interest 

The  prayer  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  might  be  declared 
that  the  said  sum  of  10,000/.  new  S^  per  cent  Bank  an- 
nuities, and  the  dividends  thereof,  as  from  the  death  of 
Lady  C  Dem/s,  were  subject  to  a  trust  corresponding 
to  the  directions  and  provisions  of  the  paper  writing  of 
the  2d  of  August  1833,  and  that  proper  persons  might 
be  appointed  trustees  of  that  sum  of  stock,  and  that  the 
same  might  be  transferred  into  the  names  of  such  trus- 
tees, and  that  Sir  JF*.  and  Lady  Shuckburgh  might  be 
decreed  to  account  for  the  dividends  of  the  stock,  as 
from  the  death  of  Lady  C.  Denys  ;  or  otherwise  that  the 
rights  of  the  Plaintiff  in  the  stock  and  dividends  might 
be  ascertained  and  declared,  and  all  proper  directions 
given  with  respect  to  the  same :  and  that  Locock  might 
be  declared  liable  to  be  decreed  to  make  good  to  the 
Plaintiff  any  loss  which  might  be  sustained  by  reason 
or  in  consequence  of  the  stock  having  been,  or  being 
thereafter,  transferred  into  the  names  of  Sir  F.  and  Lady 
Shuckburgh;  and  that,  pending  the  suit,  Locock  and  Sir  F» 
and  Lady  Shuckburgh  might  be  restrained  by  injunction 
from  transferring  or  disposing  of  the  stock,  and  that  the 
same  and  the  accruing  dividends  .might  be  secured 
during  the  pendency  of  the  suit ;  and  that  the  Plaintiff 
might  be  paid  his  costs  of,  and  incidental  to,  the  suit, 
by  Sir  F.  and  Lady  Shuckburgh  ;  and  that  Eliza  Couch 
might  be  declared  also  liable  to  make  good  to  the  Plain- 
tiff such  costs,  and  might  also  be  decreed  to  pay  the 

I         same. 

i  To 
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18S7.  To  this  bill  the  Defendants,  Sir  Francis  and  Lady 

'^"^^^^      Skuckburghj  put  in  a  plea  and  answer,  in  the  foilowing 

•.  form :  — 

Locoes. 

**  These  Defendants  by  protestation,  not  confessing 
or  acknowledging  all  or  any  of  the  matters  and  things 
in  and  by  the  Plaintiff's  bill  mentioned  to  be  true, 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  the  same  are  therein 
and  thereby  set  forth  and  alleged,  as  to  all  the  dis- 
covery and  relief  sought  from  and  prayed  against  these 
Defendants  or  either  of  them,  other  than  and  except 
so  much  of  the  said  bill  as  seeks  a  discovery  from 
these  Defendants,  whether,  in  order  to  induce  Lady 
C  DenySf  in  the  said  bill  named,  to  execute  the  paper 
writing  and  codicils  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf 
mentioned  respectively,  or  some  or  one  and  which  of 
them,  this  Defendant,  Dame  Anna  Maria  Draj/cottSkuck^ 
burghy  did  not,  previously  to  the  execution  of  the  same 
instruments  respectively,  and  whether  or  not  in  par- 
ticular, before  the  execution .  of  the  codicils  in  the  said 
bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  or  when  else,  from  time 
to  time,  or  at  some  and  what  time,  represent  to  the 
said  Lady  C  Denys,  that  she,  this  Defendant,  Dame  A» 
M*  D.  Skuckbtirghf  had  always  intended,  out  of  the 
benefits  which  she  was  to  derive  under  the  will  and 
codicils  of  the  said  Lady  C  Derys^  to  make  some  con- 
siderable provisions  for  the  said  complainant  and  his 
family,  or  how  otherwise ;  and  whether,  before  the  exe- 
cution of  the  codicil  of  the  14th  day  of  April  18S5, 
in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  she,  the  said 
Lady  Shtickburgkj  expressly,  and  in  terms,  promised  the 
said  Lady  C  Detiys,  that  if  she  would,  as  she,  the  said 
Lady  Shuckburgh  desired,  execute  the  last  mentioned 
codicil,  she  would  apply  the  sum  of  10,000/.  stock  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  complainant  and  his  children,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  2d  day 
ofAugtist  18S3,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  men- 
tioned 
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tioned,  or  to  some  and  what  other  purport  or  effect; 
and  whether  the  said  Lady  Charlotte  Denys  did  not 
believe  such  representations  and  promises  of  the  said 
Lady  Skuckburgh  in  the  bill  alleged,  or  how  otherwise ; 
and  whether  the  said  Lady  C  Denys  did  not  execute 
the  paper  writing  and  the  codicils  in  the  said  bill  in  that 
behalf  mentioned,  or  some  or  one  and  which  of  them ; 
and  whether  or  not,  particularly,  the  codicil  in  the  said 
bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  in  reliance  on  the  truth  of 
such  alleged  representations,  and  on  the  faith  of  the 
said  alleged  promise,  or  how  otherwise ;  and  whether, 
before  the  execution  by  the  said  Lady  C.  Denys  of  the 
paper  writing  of  the  12th  of  March  1834,  in  the  said 
bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  the  alleged  codicil  of  the 
29th  day  of  March  1884,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf 
mentioned,  and  the  alleged  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April 
1835,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned  respec- 
tively, the  said  Lady  Skuckburgh  frequently  represented 
and  stated  to  the  said  Lady  C  Denys^  that  she,  the  said 
Lady  Skuckburgh^  intended  by  and  out  of  the  benefits 
which  she  was  to  derive  from  the  said  Lady  C  Denys 
to  make  some  considerable  provision  for  the  said  com- 
plainant and  his  family;  and  whether,  before  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  said  alleged  codicil  of  the  14th  oi  April 
1835,  she  (meaning  this  Defendant,  Dame  A.  M.  D. 
Skuckburgh^)  expressly  promised  to  the  said  Lady  C. 
Denys  that  if  she  would,  as  the  said  Lady  ^uckburgh 
desired,  execute  such  codicil,  she  would  hold  the  sum 
of  10,000/.  new  3/.  lOs.  per  cent  Bank  annuities,  and 
the  dividends  thereof,  upon  trusts,  to  correspond  with 
the  intention  expressed  in  and  by  the  said  paper  writ- 
ing of  the  2d  day  of  August  1833,  in  the  said  bill  in 
that  behalf  mentioned ;  and  whether  the  said  Lady  C 
Demfs  believed  and  confided  in  such  representations 
and  promises  in  the  said  bill  alleged;  and  whether  she 
executed  the  said  paper  writing  and  codicils  respectively 

in 
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18S7.  in  the  belief  of  sach  alleged  representations,  and  on  the 
fiiith  of  such  all^;ed  promises  respectively ;  and  whe- 
ther  the  state  of  mind  of  the  said  Lady  C  DemfSf  and 

^^^^  the  allied  influence  which  the  said  Lady  Skuckbm^k 
had  acquired  over  her,  had  operated  as  a  principal  in- 
ducement with  the  said  Lady  Skuckburgh  to  attempt  to 
procure  the  execution  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  12th 
day  o{  March  18S4,  in  the  said  bill  mentioned  in  that  be- 
half, and  of  the  codicils  of  the  29th  day  of  March  1884, 
and  the  14th  day  otJpril  1855,  in  the  said  bill  mentioned 
in  that  behalf,  by  means  of  the  allq;ed  representations 
and  promises  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned ; 
and  whether  the  said  Lady  Shuckburgh  sometimes  used 
her  alleged  influence  and  control  over  the  said  Lady 
C  Denysy  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  introductiou  of 
the  said  alleged  representations  and  promises ;  and  whe- 
ther sometimes  as  a  mode  of  giving  force  and  efiect  to 
the  same  with  the  said  Lady  C  Denys  ;  and  whether  the 
said  alleged  circumstances,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf 
stated,  as  proving  or  tending  to  prove  the  state  of  mind 
of  the  said  Lady  C.  Denys^  and  the  alleged  influence 
exercised  over  her  by  the  said  Lady  Shuckburgh^  form  a 
material  link  in  the  evidence  by  which  it  is,  by  the  said 
bill,  alleged,  that  the  said  complainant  is  able,  and  intends 
to  prove,  the  said  alleged  representations  and  promises 
to  have  been  made ;  and  whether  all  the  alleged  repre^ 
sentations  and  promises  of  the  said  Lady  Shuckburgh,  in 
the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  stated  and  set  forth,  were 
made  and  done  by  her  in  all  respects  with  the  privity  and 
approval  of  the  said  Sir  Francis  and  Lady  ShuckburgJi, 
and  so  far  as  the  same  were  subsequent  to  the  alleged 
discovery  by  her  of  the  alleged  paper  writing  of  the 
26,  oi  August  1833,  in  concert  and  collusion  also  with 
Eliza  Couch  in  the  said  bill  named :  —  Do  plead  in  bar ; 
and  for  plea  say  they  deny,  that  before  the  execution  of 
the  codicil    of  the   14th  of  April  1835,  in   the   said 

bill 
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b3I  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  or  at  any  time  she,  this  1837. 
Defendant  Dame  A»  M.  Z).  Sntckburgh^  expressly  and 
in  tertais  or  in  any  manner  promised,  represented,  or 
stated  to  Lady  C.  Denysj  in  the  said  bill  named,  that  if 
she  would  execute  the  said  last  mentioned  codicil,  she, 
this  Defendant  Dame  A.  M.  D.  ShucJcburghy  would  ap- 
ply the  sum  of  10,000^  stock,  in  the  said  bill  mentioned, 
or  any  part  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of,  or  hold  the  same 
or  any  part  thereof  upon  trust  for,  the  said  complainant 
and  his  children,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  2d  day  of 
August  1833,  in  the  said  bill  mentioned,  or  according  to 
any  other  provisions,  or  in  any  other  manner.  All 
which  matters  and  things  these  Defendants  aver  to  be 
true,  and  are  ready  and  willing  to  prove,  as  this  honor- 
able Court  shall  award.  And  these  Defendants  plead 
the  same  in  bar  to  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  such 
parts  as  aforesaid,  and  do  humbly  pray  the  judgment  of 
this  honorable  Court,  whether  they  shall  be  compelled 
to  make  any  further  or  other  answer  to  so  much  of  the 
said  complainant's  said  bill  as  they  have  before  pleaded 
to,  and  pray  to  be  dismissed  in  respect  thereof,  with  their 
costs  and  charges  in  this  behalf  sustained. 

*' And  these  Defendants,  not  in  any  sort  waiving  their 
said  plea,  but  wholly  relying  thereon,  do,  for  answer  to 
so  much  of  the  said  complainant's  said  bill  as  these  De- 
fendants have  not  pleaded  to,  or  to  so  much  and  such 
parts  thereof  as  these  Defendants  are  advised  it  is  ma- 
terial or  necessary  for  them  to  make  answer  unto,  an- 
swering say,  they  and  each  of  them  deny,  that  in  order 
to  induce  Lady  C.  Denys^  in  the  said  bill  named,  to 
execute  the  paper  writing  and  codicils  in  the  said  bill  in 
that  behalf  mentioned  respectively,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  this  Defendant,  Dame  A.  M.  D.  Shuckburgh^  did, 
previously  to  the  execution  of  the  same  instruments  re- 
spectively, 


224  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1837.  spectively,  or  in  particular  before  the  execution  of  the 
said  codicils  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  or 
at  any  time  from  time  to  time  represent  to  the  said  L4idj 
C.  Denys  that  she,  this  Defendant  A.  M.  D.  Shuckharghy 
had  always  intended,  out  of  the  benefits  which  she  was  to 
derive  under  the  will  and  codicils  of  the  said  Lady  C 
Denysj  to  make  some  considerable  provision  for  the  said 
complainant  and  his  family,  or  otherwise ;  or  that  before 
the  execution  of  the  codicil  of  the  14th  day  of  April 
1835,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  she,  this 
Defendant  Dame  A»  M.  D*  Shuckburgh,  expressly,  and 
in  terms,  promised  the  said  Lady  Charlotte  Dent/Sj  that 
if  she  would,  as  she,  this  Defendant  Dame  A.  M.  D. 
Shtickburgh^  desired,  execute  the  last-mentioned  codicil, 
she  would  apply  the  sum  of  10,000/.  stock  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  complainant  and  his  children,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  2d  day 
of  August  1833,  in  the  said  bill  mentioned,  or  to  any 
other  purport  or  effect ;  or  that  the  said  Lady  Charlotte 
Denys  did  believe  such  alleged  representations  and  pro- 
mises of  this  Defendant,  Dame  A,  M.  D.  Shuckburghj  or 
otherwise ;  or  that  the  said  Lady  C.  Denys  did  execute 
the  paper  writing  and  the  said  codicils  in  the  said  bill  in 
that  behalf  mentioned,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  or  par- 
ticularly the  codicil  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  men- 
tioned, in  reliance  on  the  truth  of  such  alleged  repre- 
sentations, and  on  the  faith  of  the  said  alleged  promise 
or  otherwise;  or  that  before  the  execution,  by  the  said 
Lady  C  Denys^  of  the  paper  writing  of  the  12th  day  of 
March  1834,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned, 
the  codicil  of  the  29th  day  of  March  1834,  in  the  said 
bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  and  the  codicil  of  the 
14th  of  April  1835,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  men- 
mentioned  respectively,  this  Defendant,  Dame  A.  M.  D. 
Shuckburghj  frequently  represented  and  stated  to  the 
said  Lady  C  Denys,  that  she,  this  Defendant  Dame 

A.  M.  D. 
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A.  M,  iX  Shuckburghj  intended,  by  and  out  of  the  be*        18S7# 
nefits  which  she  was  to  derive  from  the  said  Lady  C. 
DerySf  to  make  some  considerable  provision  for  the 
said  complainant  and  his  family;  or  that,  before  the 
execution  of  the  codicil  of  the  14th  day  of  April  18S5, 
this  Defendant,  Dame  A.  M.  D.  Shuckburghy  expressly 
promised  the  said  Lady  C.  Denys^  that  if  she  would,  as 
it  is  alleged  this  Defendant  Dame  A.  M.  D.  Skuckburgh 
desired,  execute  such  codicil,  she  would  hold  the  sum  of 
10,000/.  new  3/.  105.  per  cent.  Bank  annuities,  and  the 
dividends  thereof,  upon  trusts,  to  correspond  with  the 
intention  expressed  in  and  by  the  paper  writing  of  the 
2d  day  of  August  18S3,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf 
mentioned ;  or  that  the  said  Lady  C.  Denys  believed 
and  confided  in  such  alleged  representations  and  pro- 
mises ;  or  that  she  executed  the  said  paper  writing  and 
codicils  respectively  in  the  belief  of  such  alleged  repre- 
sentations, and  on  the  faith  of  such  alleged  promises 
respectively.     And  these  Defendants,  and  each  of  them, 
deny  that  the  state  of  mind  of  the  said  Lady  C.  Denys^ 
and  the  alleged  influence  which  this  Defendant  Dame 
A.  M,  D.  Skuckburgh  had  acquired  over  her,  had  operated 
as  a  principal  or  any  inducement  with  this  last  named 
Defendant  to  attempt  to  procure  the  execution  of  the 
paper  writing  of  the  12th  day  of  March  1834,  in  the 
said  bill  mentioned  in  that  behalf,  and  of  the  codicils  of 
the  29th  day  of  March  1834,  and  the  14th  day  oi  April 
1835,  in  the  said  bill  respectively  mentioned  in  that 
behalf,   by  means  of  the  alleged  representations  and 
prombes  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned ;  or 
that  this  Defendant,  Dame  A.  M.  D.  Sfiuckburghj  some- 
times used  her  alleged  influence  and  control  over  the 
said  Lady  C  DenySi  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  said  alleged  representations  and  pro- 
mises, or  sometimes  as  a  mode  of  giving  force  and  effect 
to  the  same  with  the  said  Lady  C  Denys.    And  these 
Vol.  IIL  Q  Defendants, 
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1887*        Defendants,  and  each  of  them,  deny  that  the  alleged 
circumstances  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  stated,  as 
proving  or  tending  to  prove  the  state  of  mind  of  the 
said  Lady  C  Denys^  and  the  alleged  inflaence  exercised 
over  her  by  this  Defendant  Dame  A.  M.  D.  Skuciburgkf 
form  a  material  link  in  the  evidence  by  which  the  said 
complainant,  as  alleged,  is  able  and  intends  to  prove  the 
said  alleged  representations  and  promises  to  have  been 
made,  or  that  all  or  any  or  either  of  the  alleged  re- 
presentations and  promises  of  this   Defendant  Dame 
A.  M.  D.  S/tuckburgh  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  stated 
and  set  forth,  were  made  and  done  by  her  in  all  re- 
spects or  in  any  respect  with  the  privi^  and  approval 
of  this  Defendant  Sir  JP.  ShuckburgA^  and  this  Defendant 
Dame  A*  M.  D.  Shuckburghy  and  so  far  as  the  same,  as. 
alleged,  were  subsequent  to  the  alleged  discovery  by  her 
of  the  paper  writing  of  the  said  2d  day  of  August  1833, 
in  concert  and  collusion  also  with  Eliza  Couch  in  the 
said  bill  named;   or  that  he  this  Defendant  Sir  JF. 
Shuckburgh  was  privy  and  party  to  and  approved  of  all 
the  alleged  designs  of  this  Defendant  Dame  A.  M.  D. 
Shuckburgh.     Without  this,  that,"  fitc. 

The  Vice-chancellor  having  allowed  this  plea,  the 
Plaintiff  appealed. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mn  Ijoftus  Wigram,  in  support  of 
the  appeal,  cited  the  following  authorities;  viz.  upon  the 
equity  of  the  case ;  Podmore  v.  Gunning  (a),  Barram  v. 
Greenough  (J),  Marriott  v.  Marriott  (c),  and  Segrave  v, 
Kzrwan  (d) ;  and,  upon  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
plea,  T^Hng  v.  Edgar  (e),  Tarleton  v.  Hornby,  in  the 
Exchequer,  before  Lord  Lyndhurst;  Jones  v.  Davis  (g). 

Chamberlain 

(a)  5  ^m.  4%S.  (d)  i  Beatiy,  \S1. 

{h)  S  Ves.  jun.  IS9.  (e)  3  Sim.  ^  Stu.  S74. 

(c)  1  Str.  666.  (g)  10  Fes.262. 
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Chamberlain  t.  Agar  (a),  Boche  v.  Morgell  (4),  Craw  v.       18S7. 
Tyrdl  (c),  ^moM  t.  Heqfbrd  (d),  Emerson  v.  Harland  (e), 
McGregor  v.  2%^  Ea^f  /itt/ta  Company  (g),  Jarrard  v. 
Saunders  {h\   and  Lord  Bedesdale  on  Pleadings  257. 
ithedit 

Mr.  t^icod  and  Mr.  BichardSf  in  support  of  the  plea^ 
referred  to  the  following  authorities;  Zior<2  Bedesdale 
on  Pleadings  195.  199.  22S.  241.  Sd  edition;  Pqp^T. 
BfiA  (f ),  Edmundson  v.  Hartley  {k),  Bayley  t.  Adams  (/), 
Mayor  qfDartmoidh  v.  Seale{m)j  Hardman  v.  EUames{n), 
Deoonsher  y.  ^Ac^am  (o),  AngeU  v.  fVestcombe  {p)j 
Watkins  v.  iSSfon^  (y),  Ear/  £/*  Clanrickard  v.  ^uri  (r), 
TH^  Attomey*General  v.  TA^  Corporation  of  Bristol,  be- 
fore Lord  Mdofij  Beames  on  PleaSf  87. ;  Sanders  v. 
iCmg(*),  Pennington  v.  Beechey{t\  and  McGregor  v. 
TXe  JBa«^  /mff a  Company.  («) 

Mr.  Lofhis  Wigram^  in  reply,  cited  «/ame5  v.  &uf- 
groDf  (4:),  and  Watkins  v.  Sifcm^.  (^) 


7^^  Lord  Chancellor.  Jtt(^  29. 

This  case  came  before  me,  on  an  appeal  from  an 
order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  allowing  a  plea.  The 
bill,  which  is  yery  long,  makes  a  claim  to  a  sum  of 

10,000/. 

{a)  ^K4r  B.  859.  (n)  2  Mi^lne  i  Keen,  73i. 

(b)  2  &4.  4-  Lef.  721.  (o)  2  Sch.  ^  Lef.  199. 

(e)  2  Jfarf.  S97.  (f )  Wigram  m  IHscoveiy,  181. 

(<q  1  Jli^CX«/afii;4'Fmffl|ftf,580.         (q)  2  fiim.  4-  iSte.  S60.;  and 

(e)  3  iSim.  490.  8  BUgh,  N.  S.      2  Sim.  49. 
68.  (r)  4  Fin.  il6. 442. 

(;)  8  iSirm.  452.  (<)  6  Mad.  61. ;  and  2  Sim.  i 

{k)  2  Tm.  jun.  187,  Stu.  277. 

(i)  1  Afui.  59.  (0  S  &m.  4-  All.  282. 

(iir)  1  And.  97.  («)  2  Sim.459. 

(0  6  Tef.  586.  (jr)  1  5tm.  4*  iSf«.4. 

(n)  1  Cor,  416.  (^)  2  5Sm.  ^  /Sifii.  560. 

Q2 
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1887.        10,000/.  stock;  and— without  stating  more  of  the  sub- 
^"^^^^■""^     stance  of  the  bill  tiian  is  necessary  in  order  to  explain 
o.  the  view  which  I  take  of  these  pleadiogs  —  the  bill 

^^°^''  alleges  that  Lady  CAarloUe  Dem^  the  mother  of  the 
Plaintiff,  being  possessed  of  certain  other  property,  and 
having  power  of  disposing  of  other  property,  in  the  year 
1883,  made  a  codicil,  giving  to  the  Plaintiff  a  certain 
interest  in  a  sum  of  10,000/.  stock.  It  appears  that, 
subsequently,  a  codicil  was  made,  in  the  year  1 884»  which 
diminished  or  altered  the  interest  which  the  Plaintiff 
would  take  in  tliat  sum  of  stock ;  and,  finally,  a  codicil 
was  made  in  April  1885,  depriving  the  Plaintiff,  on  the 
fiu:e  of  the  codicil,  of  all  interest  in  that  stock,  and  giving 
it  to  the  Defendant,  Lady  Skudcburgh.  Now  the  bill  al- 
leges that,  at  the  respective  times  at  which  the  codicils  of 
1884  and  1885  were  executed,  the  Defendant  represenHed 
to  the  testatrix  that  she  (the  Defendant)  had  made  up  her 
own  mind,  and  was  determined  to  make  a  proviskm  for  tbe 
Plaintiff  herself,  and  particularly  that  previously  to  tbe 
execution  of  the  codicil  of  1885,  she  expreasly  promised 
the  testatrix,  that  if  the  testatrix  would  execute  that  co- 
dicil, she  would  provide  for  the  Plaintiff,  with  regard  to 
the  10,000/.,  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  provided 
for  him  by  the  codicil  of  1883 ;  and  upon  that  the  equity 
is  founded ;  namely,  that  the  Defendant  having  obtained 
the  execution  of  this  codicil  from  the  testatrix  on  a 
promise  to  deal  with  the  money  which  passed  by  that 
codicil  in  the  manner  stated,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe 
Plaintiff,  a  trust  is  created,  and  that  the  Plaintiff  there- 
fore has  a  right  against  this  legacy  of  10,000il,  to  have 
that  trust  carried  into  execution  for  his  benefit. 

Now  the  bill,  for  this  purpose,  and  in  order  to  raise 
the  probability  of  the  story,  states  very  many  circum- 
stances, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  very  great 
influence  which  the  Defendant  had  obtained  over  the 
testatrix,  and  also  the  great  kindness  which  the  testatrix 

felt 
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felt  towards  the  Plaintiff,  in  order  to  shew  the  great       18S7. 
probability  of  the  testatrix  not  having  revoked  that  pre- 
vious disposition,  without  providing  some  means  by 
which  the  Plaintiff  might  derive  the  benefit  of  the  gift; 
and  these  are  extended  over  a  very  long  statement  in 
the  bill;  all^* however,  having  a  tendency  to  establish 
9ome  one  or  other  of  the  propositions  which  woald  go 
to  shew  the  probability  of  what  the  Plaintiff  alleges, 
namely,  this  contract  on  the  faith  of  which  the  codicil 
was  executed.    To  some  of  the  allegations  of  this  bill  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  refer  more  particularly.    The  bill, 
so  constituted,—- and  after  having  set  out  the  title  and 
the  groand  on  which  this  property  was  claimed, — prays 
that  it  may  be  declared  that  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  S^  per 
cent.  Bank  annuities  and  the  dividends  thereof,  as  from 
the  death  of  Lady  Charlotte  Denys^  were  and  are  subject 
to  a  trust,  corresponding  with  the  directions  and  provi- 
sioitt  of  the  paper  writmg  of  the  2d  of  August  183S; 
and  that  proper  persons  may  be  appointed  trustees  of 
that  sum,  and  that  the  same  may  be  transferred  iqto  the 
names  of  such  trustees ;  and  that  Sir  Francis  and  Lady 
Shwddmrgh  may  be  decreed  to  account  for  the  divi- 
dends, and  so  on ;  —  not  praying  anything  with  regard 
to  the  codicils,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  them  aside,  or 
aflecting  them,  but  seeking,  on  the  whole  statement  in 
the  bill*  to  create  a  trust,  on  which  the  Plaintiff  rests 
his  title  to  the  sum  of  10,000/.:  and,  undoubtedly,  if  the 
fiicts  are  made  out  as  they  are  stated  in  this  bill,  with 
reqwet  to  which  I  have  no  means  of  judging  one  way 
or  the  other,  there  is,  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  that  which 
would  constitute  a  trust;  there  is  an  allegation  of  a 
codicil  havisg  been  executed  for  the  benefit — apparently 
for  the  benefit — of  the  Defendant,  on  an  express  promise 
that  the  aoney  so  bequeathed  should  be  used  in  trust 
for  the  Plaintiff* 

Q  3  Now 

■i  .t 
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1887.  ^  Now  to  this  bill,  containing  an  infinite  wiety  of 
allegationsi  all  tending  to  establish  or  support  some 
part  or  other  of  the  propositions  on  which  the  Plaintiff 
rests  his  title  to  the  10,000/L  stock,  the  Defendant  has 
pleaded.  I  should  first  state  the  allegation  in  the  InU 
as  to  the  promise,  which  is  twice  repeated, -but  repeated 
very  much  in  the  same  words.  The  all^tion  is,— « 
That  Lady  Charlotte  Detys  was  extremely  unwilling  to 
execute  the  paper  writing  of  the  12th  of  March  lasi, 
the  codicil  of  the  29th  of  March  1834,  and  the  oodicil 
of  the  14th  of  April  18S5  respectively;  and  that,  in 
order  to  induce  her  so  to  do,  Lady  Shuckburgh^  pre- 
viously to  the  execution  of  the  same  instruments  re- 
spectively, and  in  particular  previously  to  the  executiott 
<^  the  codicils  of  the  29th  of  March  1884  and  the 
14th  of  April  1885,  from  time  to  time  represented 
to  Lady  Charlotte  Denys  that  she»  Lady  Shuckburghf 
had  always  intended,  out  of  the  benefits  which  she  was 
to  derive  under  the  will  and  codicils  of  Lady  Charlotte 
DenySf  to  make  some  considerable  provision  for  the 
Plaintiff  and  his  family ;  and  before  the  execution  of 
the  codicil  of  die  14th  o(  April  1885,  she»  Lady  Shud-* 
burgh,  expressly  and  in  terms  promised  Lady  Charlotte 
Denys  that,  if  she  would,  as  she  (Lady  Slmcldmrgh)  de^ 
sired,  execute  the  last  mentioned  codicil,  she  would 
apply  the  said  sum  of  1 0,000 JL  stock  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Plaintiff  and  his  children,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  paper  writing  of  the  2d  of  August  1888; 
that  Lady  C  Denys  believed  such  representaUons  and 
promises  of  Lady  Shuckburghf  and  that  she  executed 
the  paper  writing  of  the  12th  of  March  1884,  and  also 
both  the  codicils  of  the  29th  of  March  1884  and  the 
14th  of  April  1885,  and  particularly  the  last  mentioned 
oodicil,  in  reliance  on  the  truth  of  such  representations, 
and  on  the  faith  of  the  said  promises. 

This 
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This  allegation  is  repeated  afterwards,  in  the  charging  1887. 
part  of  the  bill,  very  much,  I  believe^  in  the  same  terms, 
—certainly  so  much  in  the  same  terms  as  not  to  depart 
from  it  in  any  material  particular.  Now,  here  is  a  bill, 
therefore,  the  equity  of  which  rests  on  that  promise. 
Other  circumstances  are  stated,  throughout  the  bill, 
leading  to  the  conclusion  that  such  a  promise  might 
have  been  made,  or  probably  had  been  made;  aiding, 
therefore,  the  object  which  the  Plaintiff  has  in  view, 
namely,  to  establish  the  fiu^t  of  such  a  promise  having 
been  made. 

The  plea  is  to  all  the  bill  except  certain  parts  :  then 
it  proceeds  to  except  certain  passages,  which  are  ob- 
viously excepted  for  the  purpose  of  taking  from  the  bill 
those  allegations  which  it  was  supposed  by  the  pleader 
were  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the 
affirmative  of  what  the  bill  alleges,  and  therefore  he 
very  properly  excepted  them  from  the  bill,  inasmuch 
BB9  where  the  bill  alleges  a  fact,  and  alleges  other  cir- 
cumstances calculated  and  tending  to  prove  that  fact, 
you  cannot  plead  the  negative  of  the  fact,  without  deny- 
ing those  allegations  in  the  bill  which  have  a  tendency 
to  prove  that  fact;  and  whatever  you  do  not  exclude  and 
deny  is  considered  as  admitted  to  be  true,  and  therefore 
you  admit  the  allegation  tending  to  establish  the  propo- 
sition, although  you  deny  the  proposition  itself.  I  admit 
the  Plaintiff  has  a  right  to  discovery  by  answer  in  sup- 
port of  the  plea,  as  to  those  circumstances  which,  if 
admitted,  would  exclude  the  validity  of  the  plea. 

So  far,  therefore,  the  frame  of  the  plea  is  undoubtedly 
correct :  whether  it  goes  far  enough,  whether  it  excludes 
all  the  statements  that  are  introduced  and  to  be  found 
on  the  &oe  of  the  bill  for  that  purpose,  is  a  matter 
which  I  do  not,  at  the  present  moment,  consider.  It 
txcludesy  however,  two  passages  in  the  bill,  the  first  of 

Q  4  which 
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18S7.  which  is  in  these  words,  <*  whether,  in  order  to  induce,*' 
— these  are  the  excepted  passages  to  irfiich  the  plea 
does  not  apply  —  '*  whether,  in  order  to  induce  Lady 
Charlotte  Denys  in  the  said  bill  named  to  execate  the 
paper  writing  and  oodidls  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf 
mentioned  respectively,  or  some  or  one  and  which  of 
them,  this  Defendant,  Dame  Anna  Maria  DrajfcM 
Shuckbwrgh^  did  not,  previously  to  the  execution  of  the 
same  instruments  respectively,  and  whether  or  not  in 
particular  before  the  execution  of  the  codicils  in  the  said 
bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  or  when  else,  from  time  to 
time,  or  at  some  and  what  time,  represent  to  the  said 
Lady  Charlotte  Denys  that  she,  this  Defendant  Dame 
Anna  Maria  Draycott  Shuckburghf  had  always  intended, 
out  of  the  benefits  which  she  was  to  derive  under  the 
will  and  codicils  of  the  said  Lady  C  Denysj  to  make  some 
considerable  provisions  for  the  Plaintiff  and  his  family, 
or  how  otherwise.''  That  is  excepted.  Now  certainly, 
that  is  not  the  foundation  of  the  equity,  for  the  equity 
does  not  rest  on  Lady  Shuckburgh  having  represented 
that  she  had  intended,  out  of  the  benefit,  which  she 
might  derive  from  her  mother  Lady  C  Denysj  to 
make  a  provision  for  the  Plaintiff;  but,  undoubtedly, 
it  is  a  material  allegation  in  the  bill,  as  tending  to 
shew  that  the  testatrix  relied  on  some  promise  from 
the  legatee  in  favour  of  the  Plaintiff;  and  therefore 
the  pleader  very  properly  excepts  out  of  it  those 
allegations.  Then,  however,  the  plea  goes  on  thus :  -— 
*^  And  whether,  before  the  execution  of  the  codicil 
of  the  14th  day  of  April  1835  in  the  said  bill  in  that 
behalf  mentioned,  she,  the  said  Lady  Shucklnaghf  ex- 
pressly and  in  terms  promised  the  said  Lady  C  Derys 
that,  if  she  would,  as  she,  the  said  Lady  Shuckburgh^ 
desired,  execute  the  last  mentioned  codicil,  she  would 
apply  the  sum  of  10,000/.  stock  for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  complainant  and  his  children,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  paper  writing  of  the  2d  day  of  Aug/ust  188S 

in 
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in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentionedy  or  to  some  and       18S7. 
what  other  purport  or  effect;  and  whether  the  said 
Lady  C.  Denys  did  not  believe  such  representations  and 
promises  of  the  said  Lady  SAuckbur^h  in  the  said  bill 
alleged,  or  how  otherwise ;  and  whether  the  said  Lady 

C.  Dtrgfs  did  not  execute  the  paper  writing  and  the 
codicils  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  or 
some  or  one  and  which  of  them ;  and  whether  or  not 
particularly  the  codicil  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  men* 
tioned,  in  reliance  on  the  truth  of  such  alleged  repre- 
sentations, and  on  the  faith  of  the  said  alleged  promise, 
or  bow  otherwise."  Now,  that  is  the  substance  of  the 
equity;  that  is  the  alleged  promise  on  the  faith  of  which 
it  is  alleged  that  the  codicil  was  executed*  The  result, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  plea,  having  excepted  the  promise 
upon  which  the  whole  equity  rests,  goes  on,  after  ex* 
cepting  certain  other  passages,  to  plead  the  negative;—* 
^  Do  plead  in  bar  and  for  plea,  say  they,  deny  that, 
before  the  execution  of  the  codicil  of  the  14th  of  April 
1835,  in  the  said  bill  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  or  at  any 
time,  she^  this  Defendant  Dame  Anna  Maria  Draycott 
Shuckburgh  expressly  or  in  terms,  or  in  any  manner 
promised,  represented,  or  stated  to  Lady  C  Dem^  in 
the  said  bill  named,  that  if  she  would  execute  the  said 
last-roeotioned  codicil,  she,  this  Defendant  Dame  A.  M, 

D.  SkuMurgh^  would  apply  the  sum  of  10,000i.  stock 
in  the  said  bill  mentioned,  or  any  part  thereof  for  the 
benefit  of  or  hold  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  upon 
trust  for  the  said  complainant  and  his  children,  or  any 
or  either  of  them,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
paper  writing  of  the  2d  day  of  August  1833  in  the  said 
bill  mentioned,  or  according  to  any  other  provisions,  or 
in  any  other  manner." 

The  plea  natives,  therefore,  the  allegation  of  tiie 
promise.  What  I  particularly  observe  upon  b,  that 
first  it  takes  out  of  the  bill  the  allegation  of  the  pro- 

misei 
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tsmOf  and  then  denies  it  Now  I  apprehend  that  is 
not  correcti  and  that  no  such  plea  can  be  supported. 
A  negative  plea  is  a  mere  traverse ;  it  differs  from  an 
ordinary  plea ;  inasmuch  as  the  ordinary  plea  admits  the 
truth  of  the  bill^  but  states  some  matter  dehors^  which 
destroys  the  effect  of  the  allegation,  and  whidt,  as- 
suming the  allegation  to  be  true,  would  be  a  defaice. 
A  title  to  an  account  or  a  tide  to  a  sum  of  money,  per^ 
fectly  good  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  may  be  met  by  a 
plea,  stating  a  release.  It  is  quite  consistent  with  the 
whole  statement  in  the  bill ;  it  admits  the  statement  to 
be  true,  but  states  that  which,  if  established  by  eridenoe, 
will  displace  the  tide  of  the  Plaintiff.  A  negative  plea, 
however,  is  a  mere  traverse  of  that  whidi  constitntes 
the  Plaintiff's  title.  Now,  to  traverse  that  which  is  not 
alleged  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  -—  to  take  out  of  the  bill 
an  allegation,  and  then  by  plea  to  negative  the  alle- 
gation,— is  a  mode  of  proceeding  which  leaves  the  re- 
cord in  a  state  which  renders  it,  impossible  for  the 
Court  afterwards  to  deal  with  it 


Several  objections  were  taken  to  thb  plea.  It  was 
objected  first,  that  the  plea  does  that  which  I  have  now 
observed  upon,  —  excepts  the  alleged  promise,  and  then 
traverses  the  allegation.  And  it  was  also  objected  that 
the  bill  contained  statements  which  are  not  excluded, 
and  which  tend  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  case  made 
by  the  bill.  A  great  variety  of  decided  cases  were  re- 
ferred to  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  and  I  can  find 
not  one  of  them  in  which  a  negative  plea  has  been  so 
framed,  with  the  exception  of  Thing  v.  Edgar  {a)\  and 
it  is  very  singular  that,  in  that  case,  the  plea  seems,  as 
far  as  one  can  judge  from  the  statement  of  the  report, 
to  have  adopted  the  same  course,  and,  being  a  negative 
plea,  to  have  excepted  from  the  bill  the  allegation  which 

it 
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it  was  intended  to  traverse;  and  it  is  very  singular  that,        I8S7. 
in  that  case,  Sir  John  Leach  did  not  advert  to,  and  pn>» 
bsUy  was  not  aware  of  the  fiust,  that  that  was  the  shape 
and  frame  of  the  plea ;  because  he  speaks  of  the  answer 
overruling  the  plea.    Now  the  answer  cannot,  strictly 
qMaking,  be  said  to  overrule  the  plea,  when  the  plea  and 
answer  are  to  distinct  and  several  matters ;  but  if  that 
learned  judge  had  been  aware  that  in  the  bill,  as  pleaded 
to^  there  was  no  such  allegation  as  that  which  was  tra* 
fersedy  the  objection  would  have  been  equally  valid,  al- 
tbou^  not  rested  precisely  on  the  same  ground.  Now,  it 
is  singular  enough  that  that  case  was  decided,  without 
adverting  to  the  fact  that  the  plea  took  out  of  the  bill  the 
all^ation  intended  to  be  traversed ;  and,  perhaps,  it  is  as 
singular  that,  in  this  case^  the  Vice  Chancellor,  when  he 
decided  it,  certainly  was  not  aware  that  such  was  the  frame 
of  this  plea.    I  not  only  have  that  from  a  note  of  his  judg- 
ment with  which  I  have  been  furnished,  but  I  have  very 
good  reasons  for  knowing  that,  in  point  of  fact,  he  was 
not  aware  that  that  was  the  shape  of  the  plea ;  and  if  he 
had  been  aware  of  the  shape  of  the  plea,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt,  instead  of  giving  effect  to  the  plea,  he  would 
have  overruled  it.     Now  he  states,  in  the  note  which 
has  been  furnished  to  me  of  his  judgment,  that  his 
opinion  is,  that  the  plea  is  perfectly  good ;  and  that  it 
J4)pears  to  his  Honor  that  there  is  no  one  point  whatever 
by  means  of  which  any  relief  can  be  had  in  equity,  except 
by  means  of  the  point  which  consists  of  the  averment  of 
the  fact  of  the  promise,  and  therefore  that  the  denial  by 
the  plea  of  that  promise  does  effectually  displace  the 
Plaintiff's  equity ;  and  that  he  was  also  of  opinion,  that 
the  mode  in  which  the  plea  is  drawn  is  right,  because 
the  plea  does  not  profess  to  be  a  plea  to  the  whole  bill, 
and  so  answer  something  which  in  terms  it  professes  to 
cover,  but  that  it  is  a  plea  to  all  the  bill,  save  and  except 
so  mnch  of  the  bill  as  in  effect  relates  to  the  promise. 
Now,  in  point  of  fact,  the  bill  to  which  the  plea  pleads 

contains 
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18S7.  contains  no  all^ation  of  promise  at  all ;  and  the  only 
way  of  trying  how  that  would  operate  is  to  suppose 
issue  to  be  taken  on  the  plea;  how  would  it  be  to  be 
tried  ?  It  would  be  an  issue  taken  on  the  traverse  only ; 
on  the  negative  of  that  which  nobody  has  affirmed. 
This  is  an  entire  novelty,  of  which  there  is  no  instaiice^ 
except  the  case  of  Thring  v.  Edgar  to  which  I  have  re* 
ferredi  in  which  I  think  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
judge  was  not  aware  that  it  existed.  It  b  quite  ob- 
vious that  he  was  not  aware  that,  strictly  speaking,  the 
plea  and  the  answer  were  not  to  the  same  matter,  and 
that  therefore  there  could  be  no  over-ruling  of  the 
answer  by  the  plea ;  but  it  is  equally  clear  tfiat  if  be 
had  been  aware  that  the  plea  had  taken  out  of  the  bill 
that  which  constituted  the  equity,  namely»  the  matter 
traversed,  he  would  not  have  considered  the  plea  as  good. 

Independently,  however,  of  this  objection,  after  looking 
through  this  long  bill  with  every  possible  attention,  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  this  plea  does  not  take  out  of  the  bill 
one  twentieth  part  of  that  which  ought  to  be  taken  out, 
before  the  plea  can  be  allowed ;  for  every  allegation,  not 
taken  out  of  the  bill,  is  admitted ;  and  the  Plaintiff  has  a 
right  to  state  circumstances  leading  to  the  conclusion  on 
which  his  equity  is  founded,  and  has  a  right  to  have  a 
distinct  answer  as  to  all  those  circumstances.  That  is 
not  disputed  ;  it  is  clearly  laid  down  in  Jones  v.  Davis  (a), 
Evans  v.  Harris  (6),  and  Hardman  v.  EUames  (c).  The 
plea  has  attempted  to  do  that  which,  in  this  case,  seems 
to  have  been  utterly  impossible,  and  in  very  few  cafies 
is  possible;  namely,  to  a  bill,  so  constituted  as  this 
is,  to  plead  to  part  and  answer  to  part;  for  unless 
it  can  be  clearly  shewn  that  the  allegations  which  are 
pleaded  to  do  not  tend  to  that  conclusion  which  the 

Plaintiff 

(a)  \  6  VeiCify  262.  (c)  5  Sim,  640. 
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Plaintiff  seeks  to  establish,  the  Defendant  cannot  sup*        18S7. 
port  a  negative  plea,  by  leaving  unanswered  and  ad- 
mitted allegations  which  go  to  establbh  the  issue  upon 
which  the  Plaintifif  s  equity  rests*    It  would  be  occupy- 
bg  a  great  deal  more  time  than  is  at  all  necessary  if  I 
were  to  go  through  the  various  allegations  which  I 
have  marked  as  coming,  in  my  opinion,  within  that  rule; 
but  there  are  one  or  two  which  seem  to  me  to  put  the 
fiict  so  entirely  beyond  all  doubt,  that  I  will  just  advert 
to  them.    For  instance,  the  bill  says,  **  And,  as  further 
evidence  of  the  matters  aforesaid,  your  orator  charges 
that  both  the  said  codicils  of  the  29th  day  of  Marck 
18S4  and  the  14th  day  of  April  1885  were  made  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  said  Lady  Shuckburgh  ;  and  that  the 
contents  and  effect  thereof  were  suggested  by  her ;  and 
that  she  gave  instructions  or  directions  for  the  same  to 
the  said  Hemy  Francis  ;  and  that  he  received  his  instruc- 
tions or  directions  for  the  same  froifi  hen"    It  is  true 
that  that  does  not  go  to  the  whole  case ;  it  does  not 
prove  the  promise ;  but,  if  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  case, 
it  is  obvious  that  this  is  a  very  important  matter,  which 
may  operate  very  much  in  favour  of  the  Plaintiff's  claim. 
Then  the  bill  charges,  "  That  the  truth  of  the  matters 
aforesaid  would  further  appear  if  the  Defendants  hereto 
wooU  state  and  set  forth,  as  they  are  able  and  ought  to  do, 
with  whom  the  idea  or  design  of  the  said  alleged  codicil 
of  the  14th  day  of  April  1835  originated;  and  whether 
the  idea  or  design  of  tlie  same  did  not  in  truth  originate 
with, the  said  lauiy  SAuckburgh."     Then  it  goes  on  with 
a  long  passage,  enumerating  a  variety  of  circumstances 
connected  with  the  preparation  of  that  codicil,  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  that  the  whole  scheme  of  that  codicil 
was  her's,  and  that  it  did  not  originate  with  the  testatrix 
herself.     Then  there  is  a  charge,  **  that  the  Defendants 
respectively  have,  at  various  times,  written  letters  to,  or 
had  other  written  communications  with,  each  other,  and 

with 
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1897«  with  varioos  other  persons ;  and  havei  at  Tarious  timesy 
received  letters  or  other  written  communicatioDs  firom 
each  other,  and  from  various  other  persons,  touching, 
or  concerning,  or  relating  to,  the  matters  aforesud,"  — 
the  matters  aforesaid  being  the  contract,  and  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it — *'  or  some  of  them,  or 
which  it  would  be  advantageous  for  your  orator  to  see^ 
with  reference  to  his  claim  in  this  suit.**  Now  that  is 
admitted,  for  it  is  not  excluded.  Tie  Defendants, 
therefore,  admit  that  they  are  in  possession  of  letters 
which  would  tend  to  establish  the  fiicts  stated  on  be- 
half of  the  Plaintiff.  Then  the  bill  goes  on,  in  another 
passage,  to  allege,  that  the  Defendants  are  in  possession 
of  **  certain  drafts  of  such  codicil,  certain  fair  copies 
of  such  drafts,  certain  instructions  for  the  said  oodidl 
of  the  14th  day  of  April  1885,  certain  memoranda 
relating  to  the  same."  That  they  admit;  and  these 
documents  they  also,  by  the  plea,  endeavour  to  protect 
themselves  from  producing. 

On  these  two  grounds,  either  of  which,  I  conceive^  b 
sufficient,  I  apprehend  this  plea  is  bad  in  point  of  form. 
I  certainly  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  if  the 
case  had  been  presented  to  the  Vice-Chancellor's  mind 
in  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  brought  before  mine^ 
it  would  have  met  with  a  very  different  result.  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  plea  ought  not  to  have  been 
allowed;  and  that  the  order  now  made  must  be  to  over- 
rule it :  and  I  am  equally  clear  that,  having  r^ard  to 
the  frame  of  this  bill,  there  is  an  utter  impossibility  of 
making  any  such  plea  an  effectual  defence,  and,  there* 
fore,  it  is  perfectly  useless  to  give  the  Defendant  an 
opportunity  of  pleading  again,  so  as  to  avoid  those  dif- 
ficulties in  which  the  case  seems  to  be  inextricably 
involved  by  the  mode  in  which  the  bill  is  framed. 

Plea  over-ruled. 
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In  the  Matter  of  the  OXFORD  Charities. 


Aug.  1,  a. 


TTPON  a  petition  presented  under  the  act  5  &  6  W.  4. 
-  c.  76.  (regulating  Municipal  Corporations),  for  the 
qipointment  of  new  trustees  of  property  lately  held  by 
the  corporation  of  Ojpfbrd^  or  any  members  of  it  in  their 
corporate  character,  upon  any  charitable  trust,  a  ques- 
tion arose  whether  the  four  city  lectureships  came 
within  the  provisions  of  the  seventy-first  section  of  that 
act.  (a) 

The 


(a)  The  serenty-firtt  section  it 
m  the  foUowiog  words :  — 

"  And  whereas  divers  bodies 
eorporate  now  stand  sdsed  or 
posMssed  of  sundry  heredita- 
ments and  personal  estate,  in 
tnistt  in  whole,  or  in  part,  for 
certain  charitable  trusts;  and  it 
is  eipedient  that  the  adminis- 
tration thereof  be  kept  distinct 
from  that  of  the  public  stock 
and  borough  fund;  be  it  enacted, 
that  in  erery  borough  in  which 
the  body  corporate,  or  any  one 
or  more  of  the  members  of  such 
body  coiporate,  in  his  or  their 
corporate  capacity,  now  stands 
or  stand  solely,  or  together  with 
any  person  or  persons  elected 
uMj  by  such  body  corporate, 
or  solely  by  any  particular  num- 
ber,  dass,or  description  of  mem* 
bers  of  loch  body  corporate, 
Kised  or  possessed,  for  any  estate 
or  intereat  whatsoeyer,  of  any 
hereditaments,  or  any  sums  of 
mon^,  chattels,  securities  for 
money,  or  any  other  personal 


estate  whatsoever,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  in  trust  or  for  the  benefit 
of  any  charitable  uses  or  trusts 
whatsoever,  all  the  estate,  right, 
interest,  and  title,  and  all  the 
powers  of  such  body  corporate, 
or  of  such  member  or  members 
of  such  body  corporate  in  re< 
spectof  the  said  uses  and  trusts, 
shall  continue  in  the  persons 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  this  act,  are  such  trustees  as 
aforesaid,  notwithstanding  that 
they  may  have  ceased  to  hold 
any  office,  by  virtue  of  which, 
before  the  passing  of  this  act, 
they  were  such  trustees,  until  the 
1st  day  o£  August  1836,  or  until 
parliament  shall  otherwise  order, 
and  shall  immediately  thereupon 
utterly  cease  and  determine: 
provided  always,  that,  if  any  va- 
cancy shall  be  occasioned  among 
the  charitable  trustees  for  any 
borough  before  the  said  1st  day 
oT  August,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  or 
Lords  CommissioBers  of  the 
Great 


Property  ap- 
propriated by 
a  municipal 
corporation, 
to  the  main- 
tenance of 
lecturers  to 
preach  before 
the  corpora- 
tion, is  not 
property  held 
by  the  corpo- 
ation  upon  a 
charitable 
trust,  within 
the  meaning 
of the seventy* 
first  section 
of  the  act 
5&6Hr,4. 
C.76. 
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1887.  The  Honourable  Hoberi  Lee,  (afterwards  Earl  of 

In^theMatter  ^^^^^)  ^7  ^^^  bond,  dated  the  20th  of  December 
of  theOxFOED  1762,  became  bound  to  certiun  citizens  of  Oxford^  in  the 
Chaniiefc  p^^j  ^^^  ^^  2000/.,  subject  to  a  condition  for  payment, 
by  his  executors  or  administrators,  to  those  persons,  of 
the  sum  of  1000/.  within  twelve  months  after  his  de- 
cease, in  trust  to  be  by  them  applied  and  disposed  of, 
either  towards  discharging  such  debts  due  from  the 
mayor,  bailifls,  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Oxford^ 
as  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them  should  think 
fit,  or  in  such  other  manner,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
Oxfordj  and  their  successors,  as  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  aldermen  of  the  city  for  the  time  being,  or  any  four 
or  more  of  them  should  direct  and  appoint 

Previously  to  and  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
act  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76.  already  mentioned,  the  Municipal 
Corporation  of  Oxford  consisted  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder, 
four  aldermen,  eight  assistants,  two  bailiffs,  two  cham- 
berlains, a  town  clerk,  twenty-four  common  councilmen, 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  persons  who  had  served  as 
common  codncilmen,  consisting  in  the  whole  of  about 
eighty  persons ;  and  the  style  of  the  corporation  was, 
^<  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty.'' 

5 

Great  Seal  for  the  time  being,  provided  also,  that  if  parliament 

upon  petition,  in  a  summary  way,  shall  not  otherwise  direct,  on  or 

to  appoint  another  trustee  to  before  the  said  Ist  day  of  i4ii^ 

supply  such  vacancy;  and  every  1830,  the  Lord  High  Chancellor 

person  so  appointed  a  trustee  as  or  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 

last  aforesaid  shall  be  a  trustee  Great    Seal    shall  make  such 

until  the  time  at  which  the  per'>  orders  as  he  or  they  shall  see  fit, 

son  in  the  room  of  whom  he  was  for  the  administration,  subject 

chosen   would   regularly   have  to  such  charitable  uses  or  trusts 

ceased  to  be  a  trustee,  and  be  as  aforesdd,  of  such  tnvt  es- 
shall  then  cease  to  be  a  trustee : 
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By  an  indenture,  dated  tlie  28th  of  January  1778,       1887. 

and  made  between  the  then  mayor,  recorder,  and  alder-  .  ^*^X!^ 

Ib  too  Aiattcf 
men  of  the  one  part,  and  William  WtciAatn,  of  the  city  oftbeO^tfoi^ 

of  O^^/brd^  of  the  other  pM-t,  after  reciting  the  bond  Charitict. 
already  mentioned,  and  further  reciting  that  the  said 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  recorder  had  agreed,  in  pursuance 
of  the  power  and  authority  to  them  given  in  and  by  the 
said  bond,  to  found  four  lectureships  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffi,  and  commonalty,  and 
had  invested  the  said  1000&  in  the  purchase  of  ten 
shares  of  the  Oxford  Canal  Navigation,  in  the  names  of 
die  said  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  and  that  the 
same  should  be  applied  in  manner  therein-after  men- 
tioned ;  and  that  the  said  William  Wickham  had  agi*eed 
to  transfer  five  other  shares  in  the  said  Canal  Navi- 
gation to  them,  the  mayor  and  recorder,  and  aldermen, 
and  also  to  give  the  same  as  an  addition  to  the  fund  for 
die  same  uses  and  purposes ;  it  was  witnessed,  that  it 
was  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed,  by  and  between 
the  said  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  and  the  said 
William,  Wickham^  that  the  said  mayor,  recorder,  and 
aldermen,  and  the  sunrivors  and  survivor  of  them, 
should  stand  and  be  possessed  thereof,  in  trust  for  the 
roaintmance  of  four  lecturers,  to  preach  before  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  Oxford^  at  such  times  and 
place  as  they  should  from  time  to  time  appoint,  a  sermon 
in  the  forenoon,  and  another  in  die  afternoon,  upon 
every  Sunday  throughout  the  year ;  and  to  pay  unto,  or 
empower,  permit,  and  suffer  the  said  four  lecturers  to 
receive  the  interest,  profits,  and  dividends  arising  from 
the  said  shares,  equally,  share  and  share  alike.  And  it 
was  thereby  provided  and  agreed,  that  the  said  lecturers 
should  be  appointed,  chosen,  and  qualified  in  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned^  that  is  to  say,  that  the  said 
lecturers  should,  from  time  to  time,  be  nominated  and 
chosen  by  die  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  assistants, 
Vol.  III.  R  of 
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1837.        of  the  city  of  Oxford^  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major 

^["^^v^    part  of  them,  by  ballot ;  and  should  be  masters  of  arts, 

oif  the  Oxford  or  bachelors  of  law,  or  superior  graduates  of  the  Uni- 

Cbariues.      ygrsity  of  Oxford^  who  should  be  generally  resident 

in  some  college  or  hall  there,  and  in  holy  orders ;  and 

that,  as  often  as  any  vacancy  should  happen  in  any  of 

.  the  said  lectureships,  they,  the  said  mayor,  recorder, 

aldeimen,  and  assistants,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 

should  elect  some  person,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  be 

lecturer,  in  order  to  supply  every  such  vacancy ;  and 

that  Monday^  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  MaitAew  the 

Apostle,  should  always  be  the  day  of  election  of  every 

such  lecturer. 

It  was  also  provided,  that  every  person  so  elected  to 
be  a  lecturer  should  continue  such  until  his  death,  re- 
signation, or  removal;  and  that,  so  often  as  three 
fourths  of  the  number  of  electors  for  the  time  being 
should,  in  their  discretion,  think  proper  to  remove  any 
such  lecturer,  they  should  have  power  so  to  do,  in  a 
particular  manner.  The  deed  contained  a  power  for 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  assistants  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  nine  of  them,  to  sell  the  canal  shares, 
and  to  invest  the  produce  upon  other  securities,  but 
upon  the  same  trusts  as  before  declared ;  and  also  to 
make  such  further  orders,  rules,  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  lectures,  or  the  increasing  or  reducing 
the  number  thereof,  as  they  should  from  time  to  time 
find  necessary  and  think  expedient,  for  the  better 
answering  the  original  design  and  intention  of  the 
parties  to  the  deed.  And  it  was  provided,  that^  upon 
the  death  of  any  of  the  trustees  in  whose  names  the 
shares  or  money  should  be  vested,  the  survivors  should 
transfer  the  same  to  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen 
of  the  city,  for  the  time  being,  upon  the  same  trusts  as 
were  therein-before  declared. 

Ever 
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Ever  since  the  date  of  this  indenture,  four  lecturers        18S7. 

kave  been  from  time:  to  time  chosen  in  pursuance  of  its  ,^^^"Xr^ 

*^  In  the  Matter 

provisions.  of  the  Oxf  obd 


Cfaafities. 


Sir  C  Wetherdly  for  certain  petitioners  in  a  cross-peti- 
tion,  contended,  that  these  lectureships  came  within  the 
operation  of  the  seventy-first  section  of  the  act  of  par- 
liament, and,  therefore,  that  trustees  of  the  property 
should  be  appointed ;  but  that  the  corporation,  and  not 
those  trustees,  should  nominate  the  lecturers.^ 

Mr.  Blttntj  contra^  for  the  Corporation  of  Oxford. 

Mr.  Goodeocy  for  the  petitioners  in  the  original  pe- 
tition.' 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

It  appears  that  this  was  a  sum  of  money  given  to 
the  Corporation  of  Oxford,  in  terms  which  gave  them  a 
right  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  pleased,  and  that  they 
thought  proper  to  appropriate  it  to  the  endowment  of 
four  lectureships,  and  to  apply,  the  income  to  the 
payment  of  the  four  lecturers.  The  question  now  is, 
whether  that  be  or  be  not  a  charitable  trust,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  seventy-first  section  of  the  Municipal 
Corporation  Regulation  Act.  It  may  be  so  far  for  the 
benefit  of  the  corporation,  that  every  member  of  the 
corporation  may  have  a  right  to  insist,  that  it  shall  not 
be  appropriated  to  any  purposes  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  corporation.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  seventy- 
first  section  of  the  act  of  parliament  meant  to  take  away 
any  funds  exclusively  appropriated  for  a  corporate  pur- 
pose, I  consider  the  appropriation  of  this  property  in 
the  same  light  as  if  the  corporation  had  appropriated 
it  to  the  maintenance  of  any  other  officer  for  the  cor* 
poration,  and  for  the  corporation  exclusively.  If  the 
proper^  be  now  carried  to  trustees,  the  trustees  who 

R  2  will 
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1837.       will  be  the  persou  to  pagr  will  also  be  tbe  penena  to 
I  ^^Pmi^     ^PP^^"^  ^^  ^®  appointment  mi^  tben  be  for  the  benefit 
oftbeOxFoao  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oxford^  but  no  longer  for  the  be* 
ChantM^      nefit  of  the  corporation  exclusively. 

If  thia  be  not  a  duunrtaUe  trust,  for  purpoBea  dehan 
the  corporation,  it  ia  not  within  tbe  seventy-first  sectm, 
and  never  was  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  sofayeet 
to  be  dealt  with,  by  the  members  of  the  corpovadoDi  as 
a  charitable  truat  If  this  be  a  charitable  tmat  at  4 
it  is  a  charitable  trust  within  the  limits  of  the  corpo* 
ration.  The  corporation  may  say,  the  sermons  sbaU  be 
preached  to  themselves  with  closed  doors;  for  there  is  do 
provision  that  they  shall  be  preached  in  any  pardcolar 
church.  The  whole  trust  is  exclusively  for  the  corpo* 
ration ;  the  congregation  of  no  one  church  can  daim  it 

There  is  no  middle  course;  the  property  must  eitbar 
be  left  in  the  corporation,  or  it  must  be  handed  over  to 
trustees,  who  will  then  have  the  power  of  appointii^ 
tbe  lecturers.  I  find  tbe  property  subject  to  no  trust, 
except  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  corporation ;  and  I  therefore 
think,  that  it  is  not  within  the  seventy«£rst  section  of 
Uie  act  of  parliament 


Kof^  17.  SMITH  V.  WEBSTER. 

The  Mssters  TN  this  cause,  exceptions  to  the  Defendant's  answer 
Sdls'J'eS^''*'  ^«re  delivered  on  the  16th  of  March  1837:  the 
¥ath  or  relax  order  to  proceed  on  them  was  dated  the  29th  of  Mardh 
Orders  of  the  and  served  on  the  4th  of  Aprils  and  the  Master's  report. 
Court.  allowing  the  exceptions,  was  made  on  the  21st  of  April* 

No  certificate  of  the  necessity  of  fiuther  time  for  tbe 

purpose 
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parposa  of  makkig  the  veport  kad  beeo  obtaindd  off        18S7. 
applied  for. 

The  eig^t  days,  allowed  by  tka  fifth  order  of  1898, 
for  the  Defeodaat  to  submit  to  the  ^ceeptionsy  expired 
on  the  Mth  of  March  18S7|  which  was  Good  FtidMf; 
and  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  was  dosed,  for  the  Easter  holidays,  from  Tkmrh- 
dagy  the  29d  of  Marck,  to  Mondagf^  tli«  Sd  of  Jfyril; 
but  on   Wednesdagfj  the  39th  of  March^  a  petition  to 
the  Master  of  the  RoUs^  for  an  order  referring  the 
ezceptioos,  was  put  into  the  letter-box  at  the  office,  and 
on  the  dd  of  ^ril  the  order  was  applied  for,  but  could 
not  be  obtained  until  the  next  day,  the  4th;  when  it  was 
ddrpered  to  the  Plaintiff's  solicitor,  dated  the  29th  of 
MartL     On  the  some  day,  the  order  was  served  on  the 
Defendant's  derk  in  Court,  and  a  copy  was  left  at  the 
Master's  office^  and  application  made  for  a  warrant  to 
proceed  upon  the  exceptions;  but  the  Master's  derk 
said  he  could  not  then  issue  such  warrant:  a  similar 
answer  was  given,  on  the  next  day,  to  another  appli- 
cation, to  the  same  effect.      On  the  6th  of  Aprilj 
however,  a  warrant  to  proceed  was  obtained  for  the 
12th  o(  Jprilf  which  was  the  earliest  day  which  could 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose.    On  the  12th  of  AprU 
the  warrant  was  attended;  but  upon  the  Defendant's 
solidtor  urging,  as  a  prdiminary  objection,  that  the 
exceptions  had  not  been  referred  within  the  time  limited 
by  the  orders  of  the  Court,  the  Master  required  an  affi- 
davit on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff,  explaining  the  causes 
of  the  delay.     An   affidavit  was    accordingly  made, 
whidi  detailed  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  and 
was  left  at  the  Master's  office  on  the  ISth  of  JlpriL 

On  the  18th  of  Aprils  being  the  earliest  day  for  which 
a  warrant  could  be  obtained,  the  Master  was  again  at- 
tended, when  he  intimated  an  opinion  that  due  diligence 

had 
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1S57.  had  been  used  to  obtain  the  order  of  referenoe;  and 
decided,  that,  under  the  circumstances,  he  was  entitled  to 
proceed,  notwithstanding  the  objection  which  had  been 
taken.  The  Defendant's  agent  then  stated,  that  he  was 
not  at  that  time  prepared  to  proceed ;  and,  accordingly, 
the  Master  directed,  that  the  exceptions  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with  upon  another  warrant.  Upon  the  2l8t  of 
April  another  warrant  was  attended;  and  it  was  oljected, 
by  the  Defendant's  solicitor,  that  the  time  for  making  the 
report  had  expired ;  but  the  Master  over-ruled  that  ob- 
jection; and,  upon  hearing  counsel  for  the  Plaintiff  and 
for  the  Defendant,  the  Master  allowed  the  first  excep- 
tion, and  made  bis  report  to  that  effect  on  the  same  day. 

The  Defendant  subsequently  moved,  before  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls,  that  the  report  might  be  taken  off  the 
file,  for  irregularity ;  but  his  Lordship  having  refused 
the  application,  it  was  now  renewed  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

Mr.  Koe  appeared  in  support  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Blunt,  contrd,  referred  to  the  case  of  Burrell  v. 
Nicholson  {a)i  and  contended  that  the  Master  was  en- 
titled to  consider  that  case  as  giving  him  an  authority 
to  relax  the  strict  terms  of  the  order,  if  special  circum- 
stances, such  as  the  case  of  the  offices  being  shut,  pre- 
vented a  party's  proceeding. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Master  has  no  power  over  the  general  orders  of 
the  Court.  The  object  of  those  orders  is  to  regulate 
the  proceedings  in  the  Masters'  offices ;  but  they  would 
be  useless  for  that  purpose,  if  it  were  supposed  that  the 

Masters 

(a)  €  Shn.  21S. 
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Masters  had  the  power  of  dispensing  with  them.  If  the 
delay  in  obtaining  the  Master's  report  has  arisen  from 
the  Defendant's  being  unprepared  to  proceed,  I  will  not 
allow  him  afterwards  to  get  rid  of  the  report,  upon  the 
ground  of  the  delay  which  he  has  himself  occasioned ; 
and  I  will  set  the  parties  right ;  but  it  must  not  be  in 
such  a  way  as  shall  give  the  Masters  any  power  to  dis- 
pense with  the  orders.  I  think  the  proper  course  will 
be  to  make  no  order  on  this  motion ;  but  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  do  not  refuse  this  application  upon 
the  ground  that  the  Master  had  the  power  of  doing 
what  he  has  done,  but  I  refuse  it  upon  the  ground  that 
the  Court  will  not  allow  a  party  to  take  advantage  of  a 
delay  which  has  been  allowed  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
convenience,  (a) 


18S7. 


Bk  Lordship  gave  the  Defendant  three  weeks*  time 
to  answer  the  exceptions. 


(a)  See  the  case  of  Milbanke 
y.Stevenst  8  Sim.  160.;  the  doc- 
trine of  which,  as  to  the  Masters' 
power  of  dispensing  with  the 


orders^  seems  at  variance  with 
that  laid  down  ip  the  present 
case. 


The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  v.  HILL. 


isss. 

March  S4. 


^T^HIS  was  an  information  seeking  to  set  aside  a  lease  Where  a  dc- 

of  lands  belonging  to  a  charity,  and  to  have  an  not  juggestS' 

account  taken  of  the  by-gone  rents.   A  part  of  the  lands  hy  the  answer 

comprised  in  the  lease  had  been  underlet  by  one  of  the  upon  by  the 

Defendants,  the  lessee,  to  another  person,  but  the  sub-  Defendants  at 

J  the  hearing, 

lessee  rendered  it 

necessary  that 
the  cause  should  stand  over  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  record,  by  adding 
parties,  the  Defendants  were  held  enutied  to  the  costs  ^f  toe  day. 
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1888*  Wssee  was  not  made  a  Defendant  The  Defendaiita 
did  not,  by  their  answer,  or  at  the  bai^  take  any  obyeo- 
tion  upon  that  ground;  but  the  relators  themselves 
called  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  the  defect  of  parties^ 
and  asked  that  the  cause  might  stand  orer,  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  making  the  sub-lessee  a  De- 
fendant. 

Mr»  JVigram  and  Mr,  Belhell  submitted,  that  if  the 
cause  stood  over  to  accommodate  the  relators,  the  De- 
fendants ought  to  have  the  costs  of  the  day. 

Mr.  J.  BuueU  and  Mr.  O.  Jnderdon^  cantrdy  con- 
tended, that  as  the  objection  for  want  of  parties  was  not 
taken  by  the  answer,  the  Defendants,  according  to  the 
common  rule,  were  not  entitled  to  the  costs  of  the  day. 
The  relators  had  a  right,  and  were  willing,  to  prooeed 
with  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  and  to  take  such  a  decree 
as,  upon  the  present  state  of  the  record,  they  were  en- 
titled to  against  the  original  lessee. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  however,  said,  that  the 
lessee  was,  as  to  the  land  which  he  had  under-let^  a 
trustee  for  the  sub-lessee,  and  that  he  could  not  permit 
the  cause  to  go  on  in  the  absence  of  the  latter ;  and  he 
gave  the  Defendants  the  costs  of  the  day,  on  the  ground 
that,  although  the  Defendants  bad  no  interest  in  taking 
the  objection,  the  record  was  so  framed  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  proceed  efiectually  with  the  cause. 


REPORTS 


OF 


CASES 

ARGUED  AND  DETERMINED  1887. 


IN  TRB 


HIGH  COURT  OF  CHANCERY. 

PENTLAND  v.  QUARRINGTON.  A^^ti. 

BY  an  agreement  under  the  hand  of  George  Pentland,  f  »">'  ^m 
,       ,   ,  ,      ^ ,-.      ,  r  ..11       instituted  by 

dated  the  24th  ot  March  1829|  after  reciting  that  he  one  person  in 

had,  by  certain  instruments,  conveyed  and  assigned  his  '**«  "arae  pf 

estate  and  effects  therein  mentioned,  upon  the  trusts  and  under  a  power 

for  the  purposes,  and  subject  to  the  charges,  and  to  be  a„d"*decree 

applied  as  therein  mentioned,  to  John  James  Frascr  and  was  made. 

Charles  Campbell  Stewart^  and   reciting  that  Pentland  j^^j^  ^j^^  ^^^ 

had  lately  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  certain  estates,  aware  that 
-.      ,  /.  ^  »  11    1  •     1     the  suit  was 

Situated  m  the  county  of  Carmarthen^  called  respectively  in  fact  pro- 

Zfe^^inand  Tyre  Yuchen,  or  Tyre  Christopher,  tor  the  sum  »«uted  by 

t»  *  ^1*11        mc  avtorney^ 

of  6000/.;  and  that  Pentland  not  being  provided  with  that  subsequently 

sum,  nor  having  the  means  of  raising  it,  had  requested  ™^g,^en"" 

Fraser  with  the  no- 
minal  Plain- 
tifl^  that  all  proceedings  should  be  stayed  for  twelve  months ;  and  this  arrangement 
was  embodied  in  an  order  made  upon  the  application  of  the  Defendant,  and  by 
consent  of  the  nominal  Plaintiff,  but  without  the  concurrence  of  the  attorney. 
A  petition  was  afterwards  presented  by  the  attorney,  praying  that  the  order  might 
be  discharged  for  irregularity,  and  that  the  attorney  might  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
secute the  suit  without  the  interference  of  the  nominal  Plaintiff:  Held,  that  no 
part  of  the  prayer  of  this  petition  could  be  granted. 

Sem6te,  a  supplemental  bill  should  have  been  the  course  adopted,  instead  of  a 
petition. 

\ou  III.  S 
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1837.  Fraser  to  raise  the  same  for  him,  to  enable  him  to  com- 
plete the  purchase,  which  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  him  in  a  pecuniary  view,  which  Fraser  had  agreed  to 
do,  upon  having  the  repayment  thereof,  with  interest, 
secured  in  manner  after-mentioned,  and  had,  of  that 
date,  paid  down  to  the  sellers,  or  one  of  them,  500^  of 
the  purchase-money ;  Peniland,  in  consideration  of  the 
premises,  agreed  with  Fraser,  his  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  that  when  and  so  soon  as  the  estates  so 
purchased  should  have  been  conveyed  to  him,  he  would 
convey  or  assure  the  same  to  Fraser,  or  as  he  should 
direct,  to  be  held  by  him  on  the  trusts  and  for  the 
purposes,  and  under  and  subject  to  the  charges,  powers, 
provisoes,  and  agreements,  and  to  be  applied  as  in  and 
by  the  before  recited  instruments  had  been  declared, 
concerning  the  estates  and  property  thereby  conveyed 
or  intended  so  to  be,  or  such  of  them  as  should  be  then 
subsisting  or  capable  of  taking  effect 

By  an  indenture  of  release  and  assignment,  grounded 
on  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  bearing  date  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  the  year  1 829,  Pentland  conveyed  and  assigned 
to  Fraser^  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  quality  thereof,  all  the  mes* 
suages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  estate  and 
effects,  real  and  personal,  whereof  or  whereto  he  was 
seised,  possessed,  or  entitled,  or  at  any  time  thereafter 
should  or  might  become  entitled,  in  possession,  rever* 
sion,  remainder,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  situate  and 
being  in  England  and  Wales;  to  hold  unto  and  to  the 
use  of  Fraser,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  declared.  And  for 
better  enabling  Fraser,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminis^ 
trators,  and  assigns,  to  recover,  receive,  and  get  in  the 
said  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  estate, 
and  effects,  Pentland  did  thereby  make,  constitute,  and 

irrevocably 
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irrevocably  appoint  Preiser^  his  heirs,  executors,  admin- 
istrators, and  assigns,  the  true  and  lawful  attorney  and 
attornies  of  him  {Pentland)j  in  his  (Pentland's)  name, 
to  ask,  demand,  sue  for,  recover,  and  receive  of  and 
from  all  persons  to  whom  it  did,  should,  or  might 
belong,  to  pay  or  deliver  the  same,  the  said  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  estate,  and  effects,  and 
all  sums  of  money  to  arise  or  be  produced  by  sale^ 
mortgage,  or  other  disposition  of,  or  otherwise  from  or 
on  account  of  the  same,  and  upon  receipt  thereof,  to 
give  sufficient  discharges  and  acquittances  for  the  same; 
and  upon  non-pajonent  thereof^  or  of  any  part  thereof,  to 
take,  commence,  exercise,  and  prosecute,  in  the  name  of 
him,  Pentland^  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators, 
or  otherwise,  all  such  powers,  remedies,  actions,  suits, 
expedients,  and  means,  in  and  about  the  premises,  as 
he  {PenUand)  might  or  could  have  done,  in  case  the 
indenture  of  release  had  not  been  made ;  and  also  from 
time  to  time  to  nominate  one  or  more  attorney  or  at- 
tornies, agent  or  agents,  under  him  {Fraser\  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  for  all  or  any 
part  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  he,  Pentlandj  thereby 
allowing,  ratifying,  and  confirming,  and  agreeing  and 
promising  to  allow,  ratify,  and  confirm,  all  and  what- 
ever FraseTf  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators, 
should  lawfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done  in  or  concerning 
the  premises,  by  virtue  of  the  indenture  of  release*  The 
deed  declared  that  all  the  property  was  released  and 
assigned  upon  trust  that  Fraser^  his  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  and  other  the  trustees  and  trustee 
for  the  time  being  of  the  trust  estate,  at  his  and  their 
proper  discretion  and  authority,  without  any  other  con- 
sent or  concurrence  of  Pentlandj  his  heirs,  executors, 
or  administrators,  than  was  thereby  given  and  expressed, 
should  immediately,  or  at  any  subsequent  time,  sell  all 
the  property,  absolutely,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or 
S  2  other 
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other  estate  or  interest,  or  mortgage  the  same  ia  fee, 
or  for  any  term  or  number  of  years,  and  afterwards  sell, 
either  subject  to  the  mortgages,  or  discharged  there- 
from ;  and  until  such  sale  upon  trust,  that  Fraserj  his 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  should  enter  upon  the 
property,  and  take  the  rents  and  profits  for  the  purposes 
directed  or  referred  to  concerning  the  same.     And  it 
was  declared,  that  Frasery  his  heirs,  executors,  and  ad- 
ministrators, and  other  the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the 
time  being  of  the  trust  estate,  should,  out  of  the  sums 
of  money  to  arise  from  the  sale  or  mortgage  of  the 
property,  or  from  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  after 
payment  of  expenses,  pay  oflT  and  discharge  the  debts 
due  from  PetUland,  at  such  time  or  times,  and  in  such 
course,  order,  priority,  and  manner,  as  to  him  or  them 
should  seem  most  convenient,  and  should  pay  the  residue 
to  Pentland.     And  Fentland  covenanted  with  Fraserj 
that  in  case  he  {Fruser)  or  any  other  trustees  or  trustee 
for  the  time  being,  should  be  desirous  to  resign  the 
trusts,  it  should  be  lawful  for  Fraser^  or  such  trustees  or 
trustee,  to  appoint  some  other  fit  person  or  persons  to 
be  a  trustee  or  trustees  in  his  or  their  stead ;  and  that 
then  the  trust  property  should  be  so  conveyed  and 
assigned,  as  legally  to  vest  it  in  the  continuing  or  only 
acting  trustees  or  trustee,  and  such  new  trustees  or 
trustee,  or  in  such  new  trustees  only,  as  the  case  might 
require;  and  that  such  new  trustees  or  trustee. should 
thenceforth  act  in  the  management  and  execution  of  the 
trusts,  in  the  same  or  like  manner  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  and   be   vested   with  the  same  or  the  like 
powers  or  authorities,  as  well  to  give  receipts  and  other 
discharges,  as  in  all  other  respects  whatsoever,  as  if  he 
or  they  had  been  originally  appointed  a  trustee  or 
trustees. 


On 
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On  the  16th  of  May  1829,  Fraser^  as  trustee  under 
the  before-mentioned  deed,  instituted  the  present  suit,  in 
the  name  of  Pentlandy  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a 
specific  performance  of  the  contract  for  purchase  of  the 
before-mentioned  estates  in  Carmarthenshire.  By  the 
decree  made  in  the  cause,  on  the  25th  of  June  1831,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  agreement  of  the  17th  of  March 
1829  (being  the  agreement  for  purchase)  should  be 
specifically  performed :  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Master  to  inquire  whether  a  good  title  could  be  made 
to  the  estates  comprised  in  that  agreement,  and  whether 
all  the  objections  taken,  by  the  Plaintiff,  to  the  title, 
except  the  claims  of  Mr.  Tanner  in  the  pleadings  men- 
tioned, had  been  waived  by  the  Plaintiff;  and  if  so, 
when  they  were  waived ;  and  further  directions  and  costs 
were  reserved. 


1837. 


By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  in  July  1831, 
Fraser^  by  virtue  of  the  power  given  to  him  by  the 
indenture  of  release  and  assignment  of  1829,  appointed 
Patan  to  be  a  trustee  in  his  [Fraser^s)  stead,  and  con- 
veyed and  assigned  to  him,  his  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  all  the  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  estate, and  effects,  real  and  personal, 
in  England  and  WaleSj  which,  under  the  indenture  of 
release  and  assignment  of  1829,  were  vested  in  Fraser; 
to  hold  the  same  upon  the  trusts  of  that  indenture. 

Subsequently  to  the  execution  of  the  deeds  of  July 
1831,  Paton  carried  on  this  suit. 


In  pursuance  of  the  decree,  the  Master,  by  his  re- 
port dated  the  ,5th  of  November  1832,  confirmed 
absolutely  on  the  17th  oijune  1833,  stated  that  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  during  the  continuance  of  a  certain 

S  3  demise 
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demise  or  mortgage  to  John  Tanner^  a  good  title  oould 
not  be  made  to  the  estates  comprised  in  the  agreement; 
and  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  all  objections  taken  by 
^''toS?*^'  the  PlaintiflF  to  the  title,  except  the  claims  of  Tanner^ 
had  been  waived  by  the  Plaintiff  from  the  4th  of  May 
1829. 

By  the  order  on  further  directions,  dated  the  17th  of 
April  1834,  it  was  declared  that  the  agreement  for  sale 
ought  to  be  specifically  performed,  and  performance 
was  decreed  accordingly ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Defendant  Quarrington  should  pay  off  the  outstanding 
mortgage  due  to  Tannerj  and  should  convey  the  estates 
to  the  Plaintiff,  or  to  whom  he  should  appoint. 

By  an  order  of  the  Sd  of  November  1836,  it  was 
referred  to  the  Master  to  take  an  account  of  what  was 
due  from  the  Defendant  Quarrington  to  the  Plainti£^ 
pursuant  to  the  agreement  mentioned  in  the  order,  in 
respect  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate  purchased, 
and  that  the  amount  should  be  retained  in  paying  the 
purchase  money  :  and  a  reference  was  also  directed  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  and  interest. 

By  an  order  made  on  the  13th  o{  January  1837^  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Defendant  Quarrington  should,  within 
four  days,  bring  in  an  account  of  what  was  due  from 
him  to  the  Plaintiff,  pursuant  to  the  agreement  of  the 
17th  of  March  1829,  upon  oath,  or  in  default  thereof, 
that  the  serjeant  at  arms  should  apprehend  him.  This 
order,  though  duly  served,  was  not  complied  witli. 

On  the  26th  of  January  1837,  an  order  was  made  in 
this  cause,  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Defendant  Quarrington^  that  all  proceedings 

in 
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in  the  cause  should  be  suspended  for  twelve  calendar       1887. 

ooonths   from  the    Yth    of    January    1887;  Pentland    ^J^"^^**^^ 
.      ^  ,        ,  .  r^.  .  Pbktlakd 

appearing  by  counseli  and  consenting.     The  motion  was  o« 

made  m  pursuance  of  a  previous  arrangement  between    ^^^J^*'^" 

Penilandand  Quarringtan. 

The  order  was  made  without  the  consent  or  privity 
of  PatOHj  who  now  presented  a  petition,  praying  that  it 
might  be  discharged  for  irregularity,  and  that  he  might 
be  at  liberty  to  conduct  the  suit  in  the  Plaintiff's 
(Pentiand's)  name,  and  that  the  Plaintiff  might  be 
restrained  from  obstructing  or  interfering  with  the 
petitioner  in  the  conduct  of  it* 

The  petition  was  supported  by  affidavits,  shewing  that 
the  Defendant  was,  at  the  date  of  the  last  mentioned  mo- 
tion, and  had  long  been,  well  aware,*  that  the  suit,  although 
instituted  and  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  Plaintiff, 
had  in  &ct  been  instituted  by  Fraser^  and  was  conducted 
by  him  while  he  continued  to  be  a  trustee  of  the  before- 
mentioned  trust  deed,  and  by  Paton^  from  the  time  at 
which  he  succeeded  Fraser  in  the  trust.  It  was,  indeed, 
admitted,  in  the  affidavits  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
fendant Quarrifigton,  in  opposition  to  the  petition,  that 
his  solicitor  had  been  frequently  informed  that  the  suit 
was  conducted  by  Paton  as  the  trustee  of  Pentland. 

Sir  W.  Home  and  Mr.  Charles  Webster^  in  support  of 
the  petition,  contended  that  the  power  of  attorney,  con- 
tained in  the  deed  of  1829,  gave  JProser  a  complete  right 
to  institote  and  conduct  this  suit  in  Pentland^s  name, 
and  also,  upon  his  own  retirement  from  the  trust,  to 
appoint  another  person,  who  should  have  the  same 
power  to  carry  on  the  suit  as  Fraser  himself  had  ;  and 
that  PatOHj  having  been  duly  appointed  under  that  power, 
bad  now  a  full  right  to  prosecute  the  suit :  and  that  as  the 
*  S  4  Defendant 
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1837.        Defendant  well  knew  that  the  suit  was  conducted  by 
Paion^  and  was  substantially  his  suit,  although  instituted* 
v.^"     by  virtue  of  the  power,  in  the  name  of  PerUlandj  no  order 
QuARRiNa-    made  between  the  nominal  Plaintiff  and  the  Defisndant 
could  be  regular,  without  PatorCs  concurrence. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  want  some  precedent  to  justify  me  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  trusts  of  that  deed  upon  petition.  It  is  a 
perfectly  new  equity.  The  only  suit  in  Court,  is  a  suit 
between  Pentland  and  the  party  with  whom  the  contract 
of  purchase  was  made.  Pentland  is  a  party  to  the 
arrangement,  for  effectuating  which  the  present  order 
has  been  made.  Your  case  is  against  him,  that  whereas 
he  has  authorised  you  to  carry  on  this  suit  in  his  name, 
he  has  entered  into  the  arrangement  in  question,  without 
your  concurrence.  If  I  were  to  make  such  an  order 
as  is  asked  byjthis  petition,  I  should  be  giving  you  the 
right  of  carrying  on  the  suit  against  Pentland;  I  should 
be  displacing  the  Plaintiff  on  the  record.  Your  equity 
is  against  him;  but  how  can  I  administer  tliat  equity 
without  another  suit  ?  I  am  not  questioning  your  right, 
out  the  means  of  enforcing  it.  Is  there  any  instance  of 
such  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Court  as  you 
now  ask? 

Sir  W.  Home. 

I  admit  that  I  have  never  seen  a  case  like  the  present; 
but  it  startles  one  to  think,  that  when  a  suit  has  been 
conducted  under  so  common  a  power  of  attorney  as  this, 
the  suit  can  be  paralysed,  even  after  decree,  by  a 
Defendant  who  knows  in  what  manner  it  has  been  all 
along  conducted.  However,  a  supplemental  bill  shall  be 
filed. 


The 
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The  Lord  Chancellor. 

It  appears  to  me  that  you  must  take  that  course;     Pentland 
assuming  what  you  state  to  be  true.  ^    ^ 

TON. 

Sir  W.  Home. 

The  petition  will  then  stand  over,  and  be  intituled  in 
the  two  causes. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  parties  are  brought  here  upon  a  petition  which  I 
think  is  informal ;  and  the  only  thing  the  Court  can  do 
is  to  dismiss  it  with  costs.  I  only  dispose  of  it  on  the 
point  of  form. 

Petition  dismissed  with  costs. 


Mr.  Wigram    and    Mr.  Hindes  appeared   for  the 
Defendant  Quarrington. 

Mr.  Parker  appeared  for  PentlancL 
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2T<^  a.  The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  v.  COOPER. 

Theirregolar   nPHIS  was  an  informatioQ  filed  by  the  Attoniey- 

o?rbiU  Hot    ■''     General,  at  the  reUtion  of  Richard  Gibbs  and 

a  ground  for     eight  other  pei^ons,  against  the  corporation  of  Evesham^ 

the  file,  if  the  and  certain  private  individuals.     After  the  Defendants 

record  can  be  j^^^  appeared,  it  was  discovered  by  the  town  agent  of  the 

the  state  in      relators  that  all  the  relators  except  Gibbs  were  members 

before  rfie  "    ^^  ^^^  corporation ;  and  therefore  an  order  of  course  was 

amendment      obtained  at  the  Rolls,  on  the  petition  of  the  relators,  for 

but  if  in  '       amending  the  information ;  and  the  information  was  ao- 

cffecting  such    cordingly  amended,  by  striking  out  the  names  of  all  the 

amendment,  a  relators  except  Grf Ms.  The  Six-clerk,  however,  conceiving 

new  engross-     ^j^^^^  g^^j^  ^^  amendment  was  irregular,  refused  to  enter 

ment  has  been  °        ' 

made,  such       it  in  his  book ;  and  as  the  Defendants  refused  to  consent 

nTMt^may^be    '^  ^^  amendment,  a  special  application,  on  the  part  of  the 

ordered  to  be   relators,  was  made  to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  for  an  order 

^\^  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  names  of  all  the  relators 

An  appli-     except  Gibbs^  without  costs,  upon  amendinir  the  Defend- 
cation,  by  a  /     ^  ,  ,        ,  .  . 

number  of       ants'   office-copies,   and   underta^mg  to  give  security 

'n^an^il^form^  ^^^  payment  of  the  Defendants*  costs  to  the  present  time, 

ation,  to  strilce  if  any  such  costs  should  be  awarded.     The  ground  of 

of  sevcral^S**  this  application,  stated  in  the  notice  of  motion,  was,  that 

themselves,  the  relators  in  question  were  members  of  the  corporation, 

granted,  even    and  Defendants  in  the  suit 
though  the 

will  not  be  The  Vice-Chancellor  refused  this  motion  with  costs, 

prejudiced ; 
unless  it  ap- 
pears, either         At  the  same  time,  some  of  the  Defendants  brought  on 

the  alteration    ^  motion,  that  the  information  might  be  taken  off  the 
justice  will       file  for  irregularity,  widi   costs,  and  that  the  relators 

or  that  the  '    might  pay  to  those  Defendants  their  costs  of  the  suit ; 
suit  cannot  be  qp 

so  conveni- 
ently prose<iuted  if  the  alteration  be  not  made. 
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or  that  the  relators'  Clerk-in-coart  might  be  directed 
forthwith  to  restore  the  record  to  its  original  form,  and 
that  the  rektors  might  pay  the  costs  of  that  application. 
The  yice-Chancellor  made  an  order  that  the  information 
should  be  taken  off  the  file,  for  irregularity,  with  costs, 
and  that  the  Defendants  who  moved  should  pay  the 
costs  of  the  appearance  of  the  other  Defendants,  and 
have  them  over  from  the  relators. 


Two  motions  were  now  made,  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor;  one,  to  discharge  the  order  of  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  for  taking  the  information  off  the  file;  and 
the  other  for  leave  to  amend. 

Sir  W.  Home  and  Mr.  Bluni  appeared  in  support  of 
both  motions,  and  stated  that  the  Attorney-General's 
consent  to  the  proposed  alteration  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  Wigram  appeared  for  the  Defendants  who  obtained 
the  order  for  taking  the  information  off  the  file. 

Mr.  Wakefield^  for  the  corporation  of  Evesham. 

Mr.  James  Busselly  for  another  Defendant. 


I^  Lord  Chancellor. 

In  this  case,  several  persons  being  named  as  relators, 
some  of  them  are  desirous  of  withdrawing  their  names 
from  the  information,  and  an  order  to  amend  has  there- 
fore been  obtained  at  the  Rolls,  under  which  an  amend- 
ment has  been  made,  by  striking  out  the  names  of  eight 
oat  of  nine  relators,  which  is  admitted  to  liave  been  an 
irregular  amendment.  The  Defendants  then  gave  notice 
of  a  motion,  that  the  information  might  be  taken  off 
the  file,  or  that  the  record  might  be  restored  to  its 
its  original  Ibrm. 

The 
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The  relators,  on  the  other  hand,  seek,  by  a  special 
order,  to  be  permitted  to  do  that  which,  by  an  irr^ular 
amendment  made  under  an  order  of  the  Court,  they  had 
already  done. 

I  will  first  dispose  of  the  point  which  I  have  first 
mentioned.  Assuming,  for  the  present  purpose^  that  the 
Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  no  proper  case  was 
made  for  the  amendment,  the  question  is,  whether  an 
irregular  or  improper  amendment  is  a  ground  for  taking 
a  bill  off  the  file.  No  case  has  been  cited  in  which  the 
Court  has  done  so;  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  all 
principle  that  it  should  be  so.  The  irregularity  is  cured 
by  restoring  the  record  to  the  state  in  which  it  was 
before  the  irregularity  was  committed.  Why  an  irre- 
gularity in  the  progress  of  the  cause  should  be  a  ground 
for  destroying  a  suit  altogether,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine; 
and  no  authority  was  cited  in  support  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion. Whenever  the  irregular  amendment  consists  in  a 
new  engrossment,  that  new  engrossment  may  be  taken 
off  the  file :  because  then  the  original  record  will  stand  in 
the  same  state  in  which  it  was  before  the  irregular 
amendment  was  made ;  but  the  case  is  different  where 
the  amendment  is  made,  by  altering  the  original  record, 
and  the  alteration  can  be  expunged,  and  the  record 
thus  restored  to  its  original  state.  A  case  may  be  stated 
in  which  the  manner  in  which  the  original  record  has 
been  altered  may  make  it  impossible  to  restore  the 
record  to  its  original  state ;  but,  where  the  amendment 
has  been  made  merely  by  striking  out  the  names  of  some 
of  the  co-plaintiffs  or  co-relators,  nothing  can  be  more 
simple  or  easy  for  the  Court  to  do  than  that  which  it 
would  be  consistent  vvith  principle  to  do,  viz.,  to  restore 
the  names  so  struck  out.  If  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  amendment  in  this  instance,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  proper  order  would  be  to  undo  that  which  had 

been 
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been  improperly  done»  without  going  further.  Of 
course,  the  party  who  came  to  have  that  irregularity 
corrected  would  be  entitled  to  the  costs  of  the  application 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Then  I  am  to  consider  whether  there  is  ground  for 
the  application  made  by  the  relators,  that  they  nlay  have 
leavQ  to  strike  out  the  names  of  eight  of  themselves.     It 
cannot  be  justly  said,  that  all  that  the  relators  have  to 
establish  in  support  of  such  an  application  is,  that  the 
Defendants  will  not  be  prejudiced  by  such  an  alteration ; 
they  must  shew  that  justice  will  not  be  done,  or  that 
the  suit  cannot  be  so  conveniently  prosecuted  unless  the 
alteration  is  made.     I  cannot  give  them  such  an  advan- 
tage as  they  ask,  and  permit  them  to  alter  the  record, 
merely  because  they  may  have  a  different  wish  at  one 
time  from  that  which  they  may  have  at  another  time, 
which  liiay  be  the  result  of  mere  caprice.     Nothing  has 
been  said  to  shew  that  there  is  the  least  necessity  for 
this  alteration,  beyond  a  mere  matter  of  feeling,  that  as 
the  persons  in  question  are  members  of  the  corporation, 
they  do  not  wish  to  be  relators  in  a  suit  against  the 
corporation.     That  is   no  ground  for   the   alteration. 
They  may  act  upon  that  feeling,  if  they  think  fit,  by 
taking  the  course  which  has  been  mentioned  at  the  bar; 
namely,  by  procuring  the  dismissal  of  this  information ; 
and  then  another  might  be  filed,  the  next  day,  at  the 
relation  of  the  other  relator  only;  but  I  cannot  give  the 
assistance  of  this  Court  for  that  purpose  by  means  of  a 
special  order,  unless  I  consider  that  justice  requires  that 
the  alteration  should  be  made.     I  do  not  raise  any 
question  as  to  the  power  or  jurisdiction  of  the  Court, 
to  give  liberty  to  make  such  an  amendment  as  is  desired ; 
but  no  facts  have  been  brought  before  me  to  justify  me 
in  giving  that  liberty.     I  think,  that  if  the  application 
to  amend  had  been  originally  made  before  me,  I  should 

have 
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have  refused  it;  and  that,  upon  the  other  modoOf  I 
should  have  ordered  the  record  to  be  restored  to  the 
state  in  which  it  was  before  the  amendment  was  made. 


The  appeal  motion  for  leave  to  amend  was  refused 
with  costs ;  and  the  order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  for 
taking  the  information  ofFthe  file  was  varied,  by  direct- 
ing that  the  record  should  be  restored  to  its  previoos 
state,  but  without  any  costs  of  the  appeal  on  either  side; 
the  Defendants  retaining  the  costs  of  their  motion  before 
the  Vice-Chancellor. 


AprU  13.  In  the  Matter  of  the  LUDLOW  Charities. 

Dec.  S. 

In  the  ap-         FTIHE  Lord  Chancellor  delivered  judgment  in 

(undS*  the  ^^^  ^^^  ^"  ^®  following  terms :  — 

Municipal 

Regulation  TKis  was  a  petition  by  several  persons,  describing 

Act,)  of  trus-    themselves  as  late  members  of  the  corporation  of  Xwrf- 

tees  of  pro-  ... 

perty  lately      Icnfi^  objecting  to  nine  persons,  out  of  seventeen,  ap- 

held  by  a  cor-  pojnted  by  the  Master  to  be  trustees  of  the  charity 
poration  upon  ^  ^  .  .  i     nir    • 

charitable         estates,  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Moni« 

whr^rilrll^m!  c^al   Corporations   Reform   Act:  the  only  objection 
bers  of  the        against  six  being,  that  they  are  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  against  two,  that  they  are  oflScers  of  the  cor- 
poration; the*  petition  praying,  that  it  may  be  declared 

that 


new  corpora- 
tion are  not 
ineligible  as 
trustees,  even 
although  the 
corporation 
may  have  formerly  set  up  a  claim  to  the  property  in  opposition  to  the  charity. 

A  person's  name  had  been  submitted  to  the  Master  as  a  new  trustee,  and  he  bad 
been  approved  by  the  Master,  but  without  any  affidavit  of  his  respectability.  ^  Sucb 
an  idfidavit  was  afterwards  produced  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  no  objection  to 
his  respectability  was  made: 

Held,  that  tliere  was  no  ground  for  referring  the  queitioQ  of  hit  appointmeot 
back  to  the  Master. 
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that  the   corporation   of  LudUm  having  an  interest        1837. 
directly  at  variance  with  the  interests  of  the  charities,  -  ^TIPC^ 
the  members  of  such  corporation  ought  not  to  be  ap-  of 

pointed  trustees  of  the  charity  estates :  and  the  objection  chwities!^ 
to  the  ninth,  Mr.  Nightingale^  being,  that  his  name 
was  introduced  into  the  Master's  report,  without  any 
notice  being  given  to  the  petitioners  or  their  solicitors, 
and  without  any  affidavit  of  his  respectability ;  but,  at 
the  bar,  his  respectability  was  not  disputed.  The  trusts 
of  the  charity  property,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  are,  1st. 
To  support  a  grammar  school ;  2nd.  To  make  certain 
allowances  to  a  certain  number  of  poor ;  8rd.  To  provide 
a  preacher  and  assistant  to  the  rector,  (a) 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  anything  in  the  nature 
of  these  trusts,  which  can  create  an  interest  in  the  cor- 
poration, at  variance  with  the  interests  of  the  charities. 
On  the  contrary,  the  trusts  are  all  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town ;  and,  as  the  members  of  the 
corporation,  as  now  constituted,  may  well  be  supposed  to 
represent  the  inhabitants,  the  interests  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  of  the  charities  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  be 
in  any  degree  at  variance :  and  it  is  to  be  recollected, 
that  the  corporation  had  been  trustees  of  these  charities, 
at  least  from  the  time  of  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.  It 
is,  however,  said,  that  the  corporation  have  contended 
that  part  of  the  property  belongs  to  the  corporation, 
and  is  applicable  to  corporate  purposes;  and  to  this 
claim  may,  I  presume,  be  referred  the  contest  which 
seems  to  have  existed,  during  the  spring  of  1836,  for 
the  possession  of  the  property,  and  the  documents  be^ 
longing  to  it 

Whatever 

(a)  It  did  not  distinctly  ap-  and  assistant  to  the  rector,  were 
pear  from  the  papers  in  the  case,  held,  or  intended  to  be  held,  by 
wbdher  these  offices  of  preacher     one  and  the  same  person. 
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18S7*  Whatever  may  have  been  the  grounds  of  this  chum^ 

In^^Matter  ^^^  ***  members  of  the  corporation,  appointed  trustees 
of  by  the  Master,  being  willing  to  accept  the  trusts  of  this 

Charitieit^  property,  as  charity  property,  cannot  hereafter  set  up  any 
title  inconsistent  with  such  trusts*  Indeed,  the  corpora- 
tion property  being  now  wholly  applicable  to  the  pablic 
purposes  of  the  town,  the  individual  members  of  the 
corporation  have  no  greater  interest  in  contending  that 
the  property  in  question  is  corporation  property,  than 
any  other  inhabitant  in  the  town;  and  to  exclude 
individual  members  of  the  corporation  upon  this  ground, 
would  be  to  establish  a  principle  which  would  lead  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  inhabitants,  and  would  probably 
apply  to  the  persons  proposed  by  the  petitioners ;  and 
it  is  to  be  considered,  that  if  I  were  to  hold  the  objection 
valid,  and  appoint  persons  to  be  trustees  who  are  not 
now  members  of  the  corporation,  I  should  be  declaring 
that  if,  at  any  future  time,  they  should  be  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation,  they  ought  to  cease  to  be  tnis- 
tees,  which  would  be  most  inconvenient,  and  would 
exclude  all  those  from  the  trust  who  most  enjoy  the 
good  opinion  and  confidence  of  the  inhabitants.  I  can* 
not,  thereforci  think  that  this  objection  ought  to  have 
prevailed  with  the  Master. 

As  to  Mr.  Nightingale^  it  appears  that  there  was  some 
omission,  his  name  not  having  been  included  in  the 
affidavits  which  deposed  to  the  respectability  of  the 
other  persons  proposed ;  and  no  affidavit  having  been 
required  as  to  him,  before  his  appointment.  This  omis- 
sion has  now  been  supplied.  It  is,  however,  said,  that 
due  and  regular  notice  was  not  given  of  his  name  being 
introduced  into  the  Masters  report  If  any  substantial 
objection  had  now  been  brought  forward  against  Mr* 
Nightingale^  the  circumstance  stated  might  certainly 
explain  why  such  objection  had  not  been  raised  before 

the 
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the  Master,  and  excise  the  omission ;  but,  as  all  objection        1837. 


In  the  Matter 


to  the  respectability  of  Mr.  Nightingale  is  disclaimed, 

and  his  respectability  is  now  deposed  to,  so  that  no  ques-  ^of ' 

tion  remains  as  to  his  being  an  unobjectionable  trustee,    ''"rl^^Jj  ^^^ 

it  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  shall  refer  the  question  of 

bis  appointment  back  to  the  Master,  because  there  may 

have  been  some  want  of  due  notice  of  his  name  having 

been  adopted.     It  is  proper,  however,  to  see  how  the 

fiurts  stand. 

It  spears  that,  on  the  28th  of  January  1837,  the 
Master  was  attended  upon  the  state  of  facts  and  proposal 
of  the  town  council,  when  the  Master  was  informed  that 
Mr.  Baughy  who  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Master, 
declined  to  act,  whereupon  the  name  of  Mr.  Nightingale 
was  substituted  for  his,  in  the  list  approved  by  the 
Master.  Mr.  Bainesj  the  solicitor  for  the  petition,  was 
served  with  the  warrant  for  this  attendance;  but  it 
does  not  ^pear  that  he  was  present.  On  the  11th  of 
February^  however,  Mr.  Parkes  (a)  and  Mr.  Baines  went 
over  together  the  draft  of  the  report,  and  not  only  was 
Mr.  Nightingales  name  then  in  the  report,  but  Mr. 
Baines  admits  that  he  observed  that  it  was  there;  and 
some  observations  passed  respecting  it;  and  on  that  11  th 
of  February f  the  Master  invited  either  party  to  state  to 
him  any  incorrectness  in  his  report,  before  the  return 
day  of  the  warrant  for  signing  the  report.  No  objec- 
tion was  made;  and  the  report  was  signed  on  the  16th 
of  February. 

I  find  then,  that  of  the  nine  persons  appointed  by  the 
Master,  and  objected  to  by  this  petition,  no  objection  to 
the  respectability  of  any  one  is  stated ;  and,  considering 
that  I  cannot  admit  an  objection,  under  the  circum- 
stances, 
(a)  The  solidtor  for  the  corporation  of  Ludlow* 
Vol.  III.  T 
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1 837.       stances,  resting  solely  upon  the  fact  of  some  of  them  being 
jA-J^j;j^  members  of  the  corporation,  and  finding  that  there  are 
^  *of  seven  or  eight  of  those  appointed  who  are  not  members 

^liS'!''  of  t'^®  corporation,  and  who  will  therefore  be  able  to 
prevent  any  evil  which  might  possibly  arise  from  the 
alleged  adverse  claims  to  the  property— but  which  evil  I 
see  no  reason  to  apprehend— I  do  not  find  any  ground 
upon  which,  following  the  principle  upon  which  this 
Court  always  acts  in  such  cases,  I  can  withhold  my  con- 
firmation of  the  Master's  report;  and  as  neither  the 
respondents  personally,  nor  the  charity  funds,  ought  to 
bear  the  expense  of  this  petition,  I  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  dismiss  it  with  costs. 

Sir  a  WelhereU,  Mr.  Wigram,  Mr.  BondUy^  and  Mr. 
James  Parker^  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  different 
parties. 


1S5S. 


In  the  Matter  of  ISAAC  WOOD,  a  Lunatic. 

And  in  the  Matter  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Fmes 
and  Recoveries. 


Under  the         yy  OBERT  BANDES  WOOD,  by  his  will,  dated  the 
Tw.^c.74.    •"   llthof  4pri7  1801,  devised  all  his  real  estates, 

for  the  Aboli-   gj^uate  within  the  bail  of  Lincoln,  and  in  the  county  of 
tion  ot  rmes  .    i  <■  i_»     i.      u 

ttndReco-        Lincoln,   both  freehold  and  copyhold,  to  his  brother 

i^'i^chan.   -&««^  w'^^^  and  ^J^«  ^^'^^  ^f  ^"^  *^y  ^^''^""y  ^""^  ^^ 

cellorwnot      begotten:   And  for  default  of  such  issue,  he  devised 
the  protector       ^  ^i,  . 

of  the  settle-  ^°® 

xnent  in  the 
place  of  a  lunatic,  when  the  lunatic  is  tenant  in  tail  in  possession. 

SembUf  that  where  a  lunatic  has  a  particular  estate,  in  respect  of  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  is  protector  of  the  settlement,  and  has  also  the  remainder  or  reversion 
In  fee*  subject  only  to  an  intervening  estate  tail,  his  Lordship  will  not  concur  in 
any  deed  for  barring  the  estate  tail. 
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the  same  as  follows;  viz.,  one  moiety  to  his  cousin  1838.  . 
Margaret^  wife  of  Thomas  Foster^  and  the  heirs  of  her  jj/^heMatter 
body  lawfully  to  be  begotten;  and  for  default  of  such  ofWooD» 
issue,  unto  hb  cousin  Elizabeth  Clark^  wife  of  John 
Darty  Clark^  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  lawfully  begotten, 
or  thereafter  to  be  begotten ;  and  in  default  of  such 
issue,  to  his  own  right  heirs  for  ever :  And  the  other 
moiety  he  devised  to  Elizabeth  Clark,  and  the  heirs  of 
her  body  lawfully  begotten,  or  tfiereafter  to  be  begotten ; 
and  for  default  of  such  issue,  to  Margaret  Foster,  and 
the  heirs  of  her  body  lawfully  to  be  begotten;  and, 
for  default  of  such  issue,  to  his  own  right  heirs  for  ever: 
And  the  testator  devised  to  William  Pearson  and  Wil- 
liam Hallifaxj  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  all  his  leasehold  hereditaments  situate  in 
Neaport  in  the  city  of  Lincoln^  and  in  the  fields  adjoin- 
ing thereto,  then  held  by  lease  for  three  lives  from  the 
prebend  of  St.  JohrCs  in  Lincoln ;  and  also  all  his  lease* 
hold  hereditaments  situate  in  the  bail  of  Lincoln,  and  in 
the  city  of  Lincoln,  in  trust  for  such  person  and  per- 
sons, and  for  such  estates  and  interests,  and  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  therein-before  expressed,  limited, 
and  declared  concerning  the  before  devised  freehold 
real  estate^  or  as  near  thereto  as  might  be,  and  the 
nature  of  the  several  leasehold  estates  would  admit  of, 
to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be  held  and  enjoyed, 
and  go  along  with  the  freehold  estates,  so  long  as  might 
be,  and  the  laws  of  England  would  permit 

The  testator  died  in  the  year  1811,  leaving  Isaac 
Wood  his  heir  at  law  and  customary  heir,  and  leaving 
Margaret  Foster  and  Elizabeth  Clark  surviving  him. 

In  the  meantime,  a  commission  of  lunacy  had  issued 
against  Isaac  Wood ;  and,  by  an  inquisition,  dated  the 
26th  of  January  1801,  he  had  been  declared  to  be  a 
person  of  unsound  mind. 

T  2  Margaret 
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1838.  Margaret  Foster  died  on  the  2d  of  Tdruary  1882, 

I ^"riPl^iticr  ^*^^"*  having  ever  had  any  issue. 


of  Wood. 


A  petition  was  now  presented  by  J.  D.  Clark  and 
Elizabeth  bis  wife,  stating  that  the  petitioner,  Elizabeth 
Clarkf  was  desirous,  with  the  concurrence  of  her  hus- 
band, to  bar  her  estate  tail  in  remainder,  and  toJimit  the 
estates  to  herself,  in  fee-simple,  in  remainder,  expectant 
on  the  decease  and  failure  of  issue  of  Isaac  Wood;  and 
praying  that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  the  protector  of 
the  settlement  under  the  act  for  the  Abolition  of  Fines 
and  Recoveries,  would  consent  to  the  barring  of  the 
estate  tail  in  remainder  of  the  petitioner  Elizabeth  Clarke 
with  the  concurrence  of  her  husband,  by  such  deed  or 
deeds  as  might  be  considered  necessary  and  proper  to 
be  executed,  acknowledged,  and  enrolled,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  barring  such  entail,  and  the  remainders  over,  and 
limiting  the  same  estates  to  the  petitioner,  Elizabeth 
Clarkf  in  remainder  in  fee. 

An  affidavit  filed  in  support  of  the  petition  stated, 
that  the  lunatic  was  now  of  the  age  of  sixty-four  years 
and  upwards,  and  had  never  been  married. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Younger  in  support  of  the  peti- 
tion, stated,  that  it  was  not  the  desire  of  the  petitioners 
to  affect  the  lunatic's  interests  in  any  possible  way ;  but 
merely  to  provide  against  the  contingency  of  the  peti- 
tioner, Elizabeth  Clark*8  dying  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
lunatic,  (a)  The  petitioners  were  willing  to  adopt  any 
mode  of  preserving  all  the  rights  of  the  lunatic  which 
the  Court  might  suggest  The  only  object  was,  to  obtain 
the  concurrence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  protector  of 

the 
(a)  It  was  stated  at  the  bar,  if  aement  fVood^  who  went  to 
that  IAn,Ciark  was  older  than  America  many  years  ago»  and 
the  lunaticy  and  had  no  issue;  had  not  since  been  heard  of, 
and  that  the  Master  had  found  were  dead, 
that  she  was  hu  heiress  at  law. 
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the  setdemeoty  in  an  act  in  which  there  could  be  no        IS38. 
doubt  that  the  lunatic,  if  sane,  would  concur;    and  tTTX!^^ 
therefore  this  was  just  that  sort  of  case  in  which  the     of  Wood. 
legislature  contemplated  that  his  Lordship's  jurisdiction 
might  be  beneficially  exercised. 


The  Lord  Chancellor.  Fe^  ss. 

This  is  an  application  to  me  as  protector  of  a  setde- 
roent.  As  the  property  is  now  setded,  it  is  vested  in 
the  lunatic  as  tenant  in  tail,  with  an  intermediate  limit- 
adon  to  the  peddoner,  in  tail,  with  the  ultimate  fee  in 
the  lunadc.  I  am  asked,  under  the  authority  of  the 
act  of  parliament,  to  consent  to  a  deed  having  the  effect 
of  a  recovery,  the  object  of  which  is  (in  the  event  of  the 
lunatic  not  recovering,  and  barring  his  estate  tail  and  the 
remainders  over)  to  give  the  fee  to  another  person  who 
states  herself  to  be  a  near  reladon  of  the  lunadc 

A  fatal  objection  to  this  application  is,  that  the  case 
is  not  within  the  act  of  parliament  at  all.  I  am  not  pro- 
tector of  the  setdement  within  the  act  of  parliament. 
Upon  a  petidon  in  The  Matter  of  Blewitt{a)^  Lord 
Brougham  first,  and  afterwards  Lord  Lyndhurst^  held 
that  such  a  case  was  not  within  the  act. 

If,  however,  I  had  the  power  which  I  am  asked  to 
exercise,  it  appeal's  to  me  that  I  should  not  be  jusdfied 
in  so  dealing  with  the  lunatic's  property.  He  has  the 
whole  interest  in  the  estate  except  the  intermediate  in- 
terest vested  in  the  female  peddoner ;  and  if  that  should 
drop  during  his  life,  he  will  have  the  absolute  interest 

If  I  had  the  discretion,  I  certainly  should  not  exercise 
it ;  but  I  think  I  have  not. 

(a)  5  Mylne  ^  Keen^  250. 
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Nov.  16.  18. 

1857.  

Auguttso.  J^LIZABETH  HARTNOLL,  by  her  will,  dated 
i<.  being  te-  ^^-^  the  9th  of  August  1783,  devised  the  capital 
°!th  re^  ^^^  messuage  and  manor  of  Cadeleigh  to  trustees,  in  trust, 
miunder  to  as 

bis  sons  in  tail,      ,,«.... 
with  re-  W  -^^u  case  »  reported  on      become   necessary  to   state   it 

rounder  to  the  hearing  before  the  Vice-  here;  and,  under  these  drcum- 
his  daughters  Chancellor,  in  1  Sim.  p.  574.;  stances,  it  has  been  thought  most 
h"  ^il**  on?  *'"'•  **  ^®  ^^^^  Chancellor  in  conyenient  that  a  statement  of 
one  daughter,  ^^*  judgment  adverU  to  a  part  all  the  facts,  complete  in  itself, 
who  was  under  of  the  principal  deed,  which  is  should  appear  in  the  present 
age,  and  about  not  stated  in  that  report,  it  has  report, 
to  be  married, 

by  a  deed,  executed  on  the  occasion  of  the  marriage,  conveyed  bis  life  estate  to 
tnistees,  upon  trust,  as  to  part,  for  the  wife,  during  the  joint  lives  of  herself  and 
her  husband,  for  her  separate  use,  with  remainder  upon  trust  for  her  husband ;  and 
as  to  the  other  part,  upon  trust  for  the  husband,  for  the  joint  lives  of  himself  and 
bis  wife,  with  remaincler  upon  trust  for  the  wife;  and  in  case  the  husband  and  wife 
should  both  happen  to  die  in  his  lifetime,  and  there  should  be  any  child  or  children 
of  their  two  bodies  at  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them,  upon  trust  for  all  and 
every  such  child  and  children,  in  such  shares  and  manner  as  the  husband  and  wife 
should  appoint,  and,  in  default  of  appointment,  equally;  and  in  case  there  should 
be  no  sucn  child  or  children  of  the  nu»band  b;^  the  wife,  or  there  being  such,  all 
of  them  should  happen  to  die  in  the  lifetime  of  A.^  upon  trust  for  such  persons  as 
the  wife  should  appoint;  and  in  default  of  appointment,  for  the  survivor  of  husband 
and  wife,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  sucli  survivor,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
life  of  i4. 

It  was  by  the  same  deed  provided,  that  when  the  wife  attained  her  full  age,  a 
recovery  should  be  suffered,  which  should  enur*  to  the  use  of  trustees  durine  the 
life  of  A.,  upon  the  several  trusts  before  mentioned ;  and  after  his  death,  and  for 
want  of  issue  male  of  his  body,  as  to  part,  to  the  use  of  trustees,  in  trust  for  the 
wife  for  life,  for  her  separate  use,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  husband  for 
life ;  and  as  to  the  other  part,  to  the  use  of  the  husband  for  life ;  and  in  case  his 
wife  survived  him,  then,  as  to  the  whole  of  the  property,  to  the  use  of  the  wife  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  trustees,  during  the  several  lives  of  husband  and 
wife,  to  preserve  contingent  remainders,  with  remainder  to  trustees  for  500  years 
thence  next  ensuing,  with  remainder  to  such  son  of  the  marriage  as  husband  aud 
vnfe  should  appoint,  in  tail,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  first  and  other  sons  of 
the  marriage,  successively,  in  tail,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  daughters  of  the 
marriage,  as  tenants  in  common  in  tail,  with  remainders  over.  It  was  declared, 
that  the  trustees  of  the  500  years  term  should  stand  possessed  thereof  in  case  the 
husband  should  happen  to  die,  leaving  issue  by  the  wife,  an  eldest  or  only  son,  who 
should  live  to  attain  tweuty-one,  or  die  before  and  leave  such  issue,  and  one  or 
more  younger  son  and  sons,  and  daughter  and  daughters,  or  daughter  or  daughters 
only  of  the  marriage,  ujpon  trust,  that  the  trustees  should,  afcer  the  several  deaths 
of  the  husband  and  wife  and  the  commencement  of  the  term,  but  not  before  W 
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as  to  a  moiety  thereof  (except  three  tenements  par-  18S6. 

ticulai'Iy  mentioned,  for  certain  estates,)  to  the  use  of  ^^^^^^ 

John  HartnoU  for  life,  witli  remainder  to  trustees  to  v. 

preserve  contingent  remainders,  with  remainder  to  his  ^^^' 

first  and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  his  sooner,  unless 

tbe  husDAnd 
daughter  and  daughters  in  tail,  with  remainder  over;  and  should  bv 

as  to  the  other  moiety,  (except  as  before  mentioned,)  to  bJfJJ'^o^'' 

Elizabeth  Pierce  for  ninety-nine  years,  if  she  should  so  prejudice  to 

long  live,  with  remainder  to  John  HartnoU  for  life,  with  andlnteresu 

remainder  to  trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remainders,  of  the  wife, 

..,,.,  .    ,  ^  f         1  .  raise,  for  the 

with  the  like  remamders  over  as  of  the  other  moiety.        portion  orpor* 

tions  of  the 
daughter  and 
By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  ISth  daughters, 

and  14th  of, September  176S,  reciting  (amongst  other  ^hil/and^^ 

things)  that  a  marriage  had  been  agreed  upon  between  children  of 

John  BusseU  Moore  and  Elizabeth  HartnoU^  spinster,  only  thLe^bSng*' 

child  otjohn  Hartnoll,  it  was  witnessed  thai  John  Hart'  then  an  elder 

noil  granted  and  released  to  Richard  Blundell  and  fVil-  or  the^heira 

liam  Moore*  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  manor  of  Cade^  of  the  body 

°  of  such  son 

leigh^  and  all  messuages,  lands,  and  hereditaments  be-  then  living, 

longing  thereto,  and  the  capital  messuage,  farm,  and  ^^^^^^ 

demesne  lands  of  Cadeleigh,  and  the  advowson  of  the  thereinaaer 

rectory  of  Cadeleighj  and  all  the  other  hereditaments  given  "«  "if  only' 

to  J<An  HartnolL  in  possession,  reversion,  remainder,  one  such 

-  younger  child, 

or  expectancy,  by  the  will  oi  Elizabeth  HartnoU  the  tes-  2000/.,  if  two, 

tatrix ;  to  hold  to  the  use  oiJohn  HartnoU  until  the  in-  f^»  «"<*  ^^ 
'  ,  three  or  more, 

tended  marriage  (subject  to  the  claim  of  Caleb  Pierce^  4000/.,  for  the 

and  Poi't'onsof 
such  younger 
children,  share  and  share  alike,  and  to  survive  to  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them, 
but  (o  as  such  two  surviving  younger  children  should  have  no  more  raised  than 
3000/.,  nor  any  one  such  surviving  child  anv  more  than  2000/.;  to  be  paid  to 
daughters  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  days  of  marriage,  which  should  first  happen, 
after  the  deaths  of  the  husband  and  wife,  otherwise  within  three  months  next  after 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them ;  and  to  be  paid  to  sons  at  twenty-one,  or  sooner, 
if  the  trustees  should,  after  the  several  deaths  of  the  husband  and  wife,  in  their 
discretion  judge  necessary. 

There  was  issue  of  the  marriace,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  sur- 
vived both  parenu,  except  one  daughter,  who  died  in  the  lifetime  of  both,  after 
she  had  attained  eighteen  and  been  married :  Held,  that  such  daughter  did  not . 
become  entitled  to  any  portion- 
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and  the  said  Elizabeth  Pierce  his  wifei  in  a  moiety  of  the 
same  premises  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  ninety-nine 
years,  if  she  should  so  long  live,  under  the  will  of  Eli^ 
zabeth  HartnM  the  testatrix),  with  remainder  to  the  use 
of  BlundeU  and  Wi  Moore,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  during 
the  life  of  John  HartnoU,  subject  as  aforesaid,  upon  trust, 
and  to  the  intent  that  they  might  be  seized  thereof,  and 
be  thereby  enabled  to  make  such  conveyances  as  should 
be  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  a  certain  decree 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  in  a  specialty  creditors' 
suit  for  administering  the  estate  of  Mizabeth  HartnM; 
and   subject  as  aforesaid,   as  to  the  messuage,  brm, 
and  demesne  lands  of  Cadeleigh,  upon  trust  that  J32cm- 
dell  and  W.  Moore  and  their  heirs,  should,  during  the 
joint  lives  of  John  HartnoU  and  Elizabeth  his  daughter, 
receive  the  rents,   subject  to  the  right  of  Elizabeth 
Pierce,  and,  after  payment  of  a  certain  annual  sum  of 
47/*  to  one  Darley  for  a  certain  time,  pay  such  rents 
into  the  proper  hands  of  Elizabeth  HartnoU,  for  so  long 
time  as   she  and  John  Mussell  Moore  should  jointly 
happen  to  live,  for  her  separate  use  ;  but  in  case  J.  R. 
Moore  should  happen  to  survive  Elizabeth  HartnoU,  and 
John  HartnoU  her  father  should  be  then  living,  upon 
trust  for  John  BusseU  Moore  during  the  joint  natural 
lives  of  him  and  John  HartnoU:  And  as  to  the  manor 
and  residue  of  the  messuages  and  hereditaments  before 
released,  to  the  use  of  BlundeU  and  Moore  and  their 
heirs,  during  the  joint  lives  of  HartnoU  and  Darky,  upon 
trust,  to  pay  41/.  45.  per  annum  to  Darky,  and,  subject 
thereto,   upon  trust  for  J.  B.  Moore  and  his  assigns, 
during  the  joint  lives  of  him  and  John  HartnoU,  subject 
to  the  right  and  claim  of  Elizabeth  Pierce,  and  otherwise 
as   aforesaid;   and  in  case  Elizabeth   HartnoU  should 
happen  to  survive  J.  R.  Moore,  and  John  HartnoU  her 
father  should  be  then  living,  upon  trust  for  Elizabeth 
HartnoU  and  her  assigns,  during  the  joint  natural  lives 
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oF  herself  and  her  father:   And  in  case  Jl  R.  Moore        1836. 
and  Elizabeth  HartnoU  should  both  happen  to  die  in     ^^^^^^^"^ 
the  lifetime  of  John  HarinoUy  and  there  should  be  any  v. 

child  or  children  of  their  two  bodies  at  the  death  of  the  Moobk. 
survivor  of  them,  upon  trust  and  for  the  benefit  of  all 
and  every  such  child  and  children,  in  such  parts,  shares, 
and  proportions,  and  in  such  manner  as  J.  R.  Moore 
and  Elizabeth  HartnoU  should,  by  deed  or  writing, 
appoint ;  and  in  default  of  such  appointment,  upon  trust 
for  all  and  every  such  child  and  children,  share  and 
share  alike,  if  more  than  one,  and  if  but  one,  then  solely 
for  such  only  child  :  And  in  case  there  should  be  no  such 
child  or  children  of  J.  R.  Moore  by  Elizabeth  HartnoU^  or 
there  being  such,  all  of  them  should  happen  to  die  in  the 
lifetime  of  John  HartnoU,  upon  trust  for  such  persons 
as  Elizabeth  HartnoU  should,  notwithstanding  her  cover- 
tare,  by  will,  appoint;  and  for  want  of  such  appointment, 
upon  trust  for  the  survivor  of  J.  R.  Moore  and  Eliza- 
bethHartriollf  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor, 
during  the  then  remainder  of  the  estate  and  interest 
thereby  granted  for  the  natural  life  oijohn  HartnoU. 

It  was  further  witnessed,  that  it  was  declared  and 
agreed  between  John  HartnoU  and  Elizabeth  HartnoU 
his  daughter,  and  John  Russell  Moore,  that  when  and  as 
soon  as  Elizabeth  HartnoU  should  attain  her  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  which  she  would  attain  about  the 
20th  of  November  1764,  or  within  six  calendar  months 
next  after  her  attaining  such  her  age,  John  HartnoU, 
John  RusseU  Moore,  and  Elizabeth  HartnoU,  and  Richard 
Bkmdell  and  William  Moore,  and  all  other  proper  par- 
ties should  do  all  necessary  acts  for  sufiPering  a  recovery, 
in  order  to  bar  the  estate  tail  limited  by  the  will  of  Eliza- 
beth  HartnoU  the  testatrix,  to  the  daughter  and  daugh- 
ters of  John  HartnoU,  expectant  on  the  limitation  to  John 
HartnotFs  first  and  other  sons  successively  in  tail  male, 
and  all  future  reversions  over,  limited  by  the  same  will, 

and 
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18S6.  and  which  recovery  should  enure  to  the  use  of  Darley^ 
during  the  jobt  lives  of  himself  and  John  HartndU^  for 
securing  to  Darley  an  annuity  of  84/.»  with  reminder  to 
the  use  of  BlundeU  and  William  Moore  and  their  heirs, 
during  the  life  of  John  HartnoU^  to  such  uses,  ends, 
and  purposes,  and  upon  the  several  trusts,  and  subject 
to  the  several  provisoes  and  declarations  thereinbefore 
mentioned  concerning  the  same,  and  from  and  after  the 
death  of  John  HartnoUj  he  dying  without  leaving  any 
issue  male  living  at  his  death,  or  afterwards  bom  alive, 
or  there  being  such  issue  male,  and  all  of  them  after- 
wards happening  to  die  before  any  one  of  such  issue 
male  should  attain  his  age  of  twency-one  years,  whereby 
such  issue  male  would  fail,  and  be  extinct,  then,  for  want 
of  such  issue  male,  or  on  failure  of  such  issue  male  as 
aforesaid,  and  in  either  of  the  said  cases,  as  the  same 
might  happen  to  be,  to  the  several  uses  after  con- 
tained, VIZ.,  as  to  the  capital  messuage,  farm,  and  de- 
mesne lands  of  Cadeleigh^  upon  trust  that  BlundeU  and 
fV.  Moore,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  immediately  after  their  becoming  seised  of  the 
premises  upon  the  death  or  failure  of  the  issue  male  of 
John  Hartnoll,  and  for  so  long  time  thereafter  as  John 
BusseU  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his  intended  wife  should 
jointly  happen  to  live,  receive  all  the  rents,  subject  to 
the  right  of  Elizabeth  Pierce,  and  pay  the  same  into  the 
proper  hands  of  Elizabeth  Hartnoll,  for  so  long  time  as 
she  and  J.  R.  Moore  should  thereafter  joindy  happen 
to  live,  for  her  own  separate  use ;  but  in  case  «7.  R. 
Moore  should  happen  to  survive  Elizabeth  Hartnolly 
then  to  the  use  of «/.  R.  Moore  and  his  assigns  for  his 
life :  And  as  to  the  manor  and  the  residue  of  the  here- 
ditaments intended  to  be  comprehended  in  the  recovery, 
to  the  use  of  BlundeU  and  W.  Moore  and  their  heirs, 
to  the  intent  that  they  might  do  all  such  acts  as  should 
be  requisite  for  the  due  performance  of  the  before  men- 
tioned decree,  and  from  and  after  the  performance  of 

the 
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the  decree,  and  death  of  John  HartnoU  vrhhoat  issue  1836. 
male,  or  on  failure  of  issue  male,  to  the  use  of  John 
Hussdl  Moore  and  his  assigns  for  his  life,  with  such 
power  of  leasing  as  after  mentioned,  but  subject  to  the 
right  oi  Elizabeth  Pierce^  with  remainder,  in  case  EUza^' 
heth  Hartnoll  should  survive  J.  R.  Moore,  then,  as  well 
with  respect  to  the  manor  and  hereditaments  limited  to 
«7.  iZ.  Moore  for  his  life  as  with  respect  to  the  capital 
messuage  and  demesne  lands  of  Cadeleighf  to  the  use 
of  Elizabeth  Hartnoll  for  life,  with  remainder  to  the 
use  of  Blundell  and  W.  Moore  during  the  several  lives 
of  tZ  JR.  Moore  and  Elizabeth  Hartnoll  as  trustees  to 
preserve  contingent  remainders ;  with  remainder  to  the 
use  of  Blundell  and  W*  Moore  for  the  term  of  500 
years  thence  next  ensuing,  upon  the  trusts  therein 
mentioned ;  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  such  son  of 
the  body  of  J.  B.  Moore  on  the  body  of  Elizabeth 
Hartnoll  lawfully  to  be  begotten  as  J,  R.  Moore  and 
Elizabeth' Hartnoll  should  by  deed,  in  manner  therein 
mentioned,  appoint,  in  tail  general ;  with  remainder  to 
the  use  of  the  first  and  other  sons  of  the  body  of 
J.  jR.  Moore,  on  the  body  of  Elizabeth  HartnoU,  suc- 
cessively, in  tail  general ;  .with  remainder  to  the  use  of 
all  and  every  the  daughters,  if  more  than  one,  of  the 
body  of  J.  R.  Moore  on  the  body  of  Elizabeth  Hart- 
noll, as  tenants  in  common,  in  tail  general ;  with  cross 
reominders  between  them,  in  tail  general ;  with  remainder 
to  the  use  of  such  persons  as  Elizabeth  Hartnoll  should, 
by  deed  or  will,  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  appoint ; 
with  remainder,  in  case  Elizabeth  Hartnoll  should  die  in 
the  lifetime  of  J.  22.  Moore,  as  to  such  of  the  here- 
ditaments before  mentioned  as  were  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Cadbwy,  to  the  use  of  J.  iZ.  Moore,  his  heirs,  and 
assigns  for  ever;  and  as  to  the  capital  messuage  and 
demesne  lands  of  Cadeleigh,  and  all  the  residue  of  the 
manor,  hereditaments,  and  real  estate  o{ Elizabeth  Hart- 
noll thereby  settled,   to  the  use  of  the  right  heirs 

of 
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1836.  of  Elixabeth  HartndU  for  ever;  but  in  case  Elizabeth 
Hartnoll  should  survive  «/.  iZ.  Moore^  then  as  to  all  the 
manor  capital  messuage  and  demesne  lands  of  Cadeleigh, 
and  all  other  the  hereditaments  in  the  parishes  of  Cade^ 
high  and  Cadbwy,  or  elsewhere,  therein-'before  setded, 
to  the  use  of  Elizabeth  HartnoUj  her  heirs  and  assigns 
for  ever. 

And  as  concerning  the  term  of  500  years  therein- 
before limited  to  Btundell  and  fV.  Moore^  it  was  declared 
that  they  should  stand  possessed  thereof,  in  case  the  said 
t7.  IL  Moore  should  happen  to  die,  leaving  issue  by 
Elizabeth  Hartnoll  his  intended  wife,  an  eldest  or  only 
son  who  should  live  to  attain  his  age  of  twenty-one 
years  or  die  before  and  leave  such  issue,  and  one  or 
more  younger  son  and  sons,  and  daughter  and  daugh- 
ters, or  daughter  or  daughters   only  of  the  intended 
marriage,  upon  trust  that  the  said  trustees  should,  by 
and  out  of  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of  the  premises 
comprised  within  the  term,   or  by  mortgage  or   sale 
thereof,  or  of  a  competent  part  thereof,  for  all  or  any 
part  of  the  term  of  500  years,  or  by  all  or  any  of 
the  said  ways  as  they  should  jthink  fit,  after  the  several 
deaths  of  them,  the  said  «7.  R,  Moore  and  Elizabeth 
Hartnoll  and  the  commencement  of  the  said  term,  but 
not  before  or  sooner,  unless   the  said  J*.  R,  Moore 
should,  by  any  writing  under  his  hand,  request  or  direct 
the  same,  — but  without  prejudice  to  the  several  estates 
and  interests  limited  to  and  in  trust  for  her,  the  said  Eliza- 
beth Hartnoll  as  aforesaid  — raise  and  levy,  for  the  portion 
or  portions  of  the  daughter  and  daughters,  and  younger 
child  and  children  of  the  said  J,  R.  Moore  and  Elizabeth 
HartnoUi  there  being  an  elder  or  only  son  or  the  heirs 
of  the  body  of  such  son  then  living,  the  several  sum  and 
sums  of  money  thereinafter  next-mentionedj  that  is  to 
say,  if  only  one  such  younger  child,  either  a  son  or  a 
daughter,  then  the  sum  of  2000/.  for  the  portion  of 

such 
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such  only  child ;  and  in  case  there  should  be  two  such  1886. 
younger  children  and  no  more,  then  the  sum  of  3000/., 
for  the  portions  of  such  two  younger  children,  share 
and  share  alike;  and  if  three  or  more  such  younger 
children,  the  sum  of  4000/.,  for  the  portions  of  all  and 
every  such  younger  children,  share  and  share  alike,  and 
to  survive  to  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them ;  but 
so  as  such  two  surviving  younger  children  should  have 
no  more  raised  for  their  portions  than  the  said  sum  of 
3000/.,  nor  any  one  such  surviving  child  any  more  than 
the  said  sum  of  2000/.,  the  share  or  part  of  such  of  them 
as  should  be  a  daughter  or  daughters  to  be  payable 
and  be  paid  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  days  or 
day  of  marriage,  which  should  first  happen,  after  the 
several  deaths  of  «/.  B.  Moore  and  Elizabeth  HartnoU^ 
otherwise  within  three  calendar  months  next  after  the 
death  of  the  survivor  of  them ;  and  to  be  paid  to  the 
sons,  at  the  age  of  twenty^one  years,  or  sooner  if  BlundeU 
and  W.  Moorey  or  the  survivor  of  them,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  should,  after  the  several 
deaths  of  J.  R.  Moore  and  Elizabeth  Hartndl^  his  in- 
tended wife,  in  their  discretion  judge  the  same  necessary 
for  his  or  her  advancement* 

Provided  always,  and  it  was  thereby  declared,  that  in 
case  «/.  R.  Moore  and  Elizabeth  HartnoU  should,  by  any 
deed  or  instrument  in  writing,  to  be  by  them  jointly 
executed,  in  execution  of  the  power  therein-before  given 
them  for  that  purpose,  appoint  the  premises  to  any 
younger  son  in  prejudice  to  the  eldest  son  and  the  heirs 
of  his  body  (whereby  such  younger  son,  and  the  heirs 
of  his  body  would  be  preferred  to,  and  take  before  the 
said  eldest  son,  and  the  heirs  of  his  body),  such  elder 
son  should  be  considered  as  a  younger  child  of  the  said 
intended  marriage,  and  have  a  share  of  the  portions  in- 
tended to  be  raised  for  such  younger  children. 

It 
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1886.  It  was  also  provided  that^  iintQ  the  pordons  should 

become  payable^  the  trustees  should)  after  the  oommence- 
ment  of  the  term,  raise  and  levy  maintenance,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  the  interest  of  the  said  respeo 
tive  portions  after  the  rate  of  $L  IO5.  per  coit  per 
annum ;  and  also,  that  in  case  a  son  or  sons  of  the 
intended  marriage,  to  whom  the  reversion  and  inherit- 
ance of  the  premises  comprised  within  the  term  of  500 
years  at  the  several  deaths  o(  J.R.  Moore  and  Elizabeth 
HartnoU  should  descend  or  come,  should  pay  the  said 
several  portion  or  portions  intended  as  aforesaid  for  the 
younger  child  or  children  of  the  intended  marriage,  ' 
the  trustees  should  stand  possessed  of  the  premises  for 
the  then  residue  of  the  term,  in  trust  to  attend  the  in- 
heritance. 

The  deed  contained  a  covenant  by  J.  HartnoU^  that  a 
recovery  should  be  sufiered  as  soon  as  Elixabeth  Hart" 
noU  should  have  attained  twenty-one. 

The  marriage  took  effect;  and  there  was  issue,  one  son 
only,  John  HartnoU  Moore^  an'd  three  daughters,  Eliza'- 
beth  Moore^  Sarah  Moore^  and  Catherine  Mary  Moore. 
The  daughters  all  attained  the  age  of  eighteen.  No  reco- 
very was  ever  suffered  in  pursuance  of  the  covenant 

By  articles,  dated  the  12th  ci  April  1787,  and  made  in 
contemplation  of  the  marriage  of  John  HartnoU  Moore 
with  Elizabeth  Ley  Dix^  after  reciting  (amongst  other 
things),  that  there  was  such  issue  of  the  marriage  of  John 
Bussell  Moore  and  Elizabeth  HartnoU  as  before  mentioned, 
it  was  covenanted  by  John  HartnoU,  J.  BusseU  Moore^ 
(for  himself  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,)  and  John  HartnoU 
Moore,  that  proper  conveyances  and  assurances  should 
be  executed  for  settling  all  the  manor  and  hereditaments 
comprised  in  the  deed  of  1763,  except  certain  specified 
parts,  subject  to  the  estate  of  John  HartnoU,  in  some  part 

thereof. 
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thereof,  to  the  use  of  certain  trustees  for  1000  years,  by  1836. 
way  of  mortgage,  for  securing  the  repayment  of  500/. 
by  John  JRussell  Moore^  and  subject  thereto,  to  the 
same  uses,  upon  the  same  trusts,  and  under  the  same 
powers  and  provisoes  as  were  expressed  concerning  the 
same,  by  the  settlement  of  1768,  prior  to  the  limitations 
to  the  sons  of  John  Russell  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his 
vile,  except  as  was  therein-after  mentioned  to  be  ex- 
cepted ;  with  remainder  to  Blundell  and  W.  Moore,  the 
trustees  of  the  said  term  of  500  years,  for  the  same  term 
of  500  years,  upon  trust,  by  the  same  ways  and  means 
as  were  provided  in  the  deed  of  1763,  for  raising  the 
portions  for  daughters  and  younger  children,  to  raise 
and  levy  the  sum  of  2000/.  over  and  above  the  sum  of 
4000/.  provided  for  the  said  three  daughters  of  John  JB. 
Moore,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  them,  the  said  Elizabeth 
Moore,  Sarah  Moore,  and  Catherine  Mary  Moore,  on 
their  respectively  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
or  being  married,  which  should  first  happen,  witli  the 
consent  of  John  BusseU  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
or  the  survivor  of  them ;  with  divers  remainders  over. 

By  mdentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  30th  and 
31st  of  October  1788,  being  the  setdement  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  last-mentioned  articles,  and  by  a  common 
recovery,  the  manor  and  hereditaments  comprised  in  the 
deed  of  1763,  except  certain  specified  parts,  were  con- 
veyed, subject  to  the  interest  of  John  HartnoU,  for  his 
life,  and  subject  to  the  term  of  500  years,  limited  by  .the 
deed  of  1 763,  to  BlundeU  and  William  Moore,  for  rais- 
ing portions  for  the  younger  children  of  J.  BusseU  Moore 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  to  the  use  of  three  trustees  for 
1000  years,  subject  to  redemption,  as  after  mentioned; 
with  remainder  to  the  same  uses,  upon  the  same  trusts, 
and  subject  to  the  same  powers  and  provisoes  as  were 
declared  by  the  deed  of  1763,  prior  to  the  limitations 
therein  contained  to  or  in  trust  for  the  sons  or  children 

of 
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18S6.  of  John  Bussell  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  (except 
as  to  the  power  of  leasing  thereby  given  to  Jl  iZ. 
Moore) :  And  from  and  after  the  decease  of  the  sur- 
vivor of  them,  «/.  Russell  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
and  subject  as  aforesaid,  and,  on  fitilure  of  issue  male 
of  John  Hartmdlj  to  the  use  of  Richard  Bbmdell 
{William  Moore  being  dead)  for  500  years  thence 
next  ensuing,  upon  trust,  by  the  same  ways  and  means 
as  by  the  deed  of  176S  were  provided  for  raising 
portions  for  daughters  and  younger  children  of  J.  Rm-- 
sdl  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his  wife^  to  raise  and  levy 
the  sum  of  2000/.  over  and  above  the  portions  by  the 
same  settlement  provided  for  such  daughters  and  younger 
children ;'  and  to  pay  the  same  to  such  daughters  and 
younger  children  in  increase  of  their  said  fortunes,  in 
the  same  manner,  at  the  same  ages  and  times,  and  with 
the  same  benefit  of  survivorship  as  by  the  deed  of  1763 
were  provided,  touching  the  portions  thereby  directed 
to  be  raised  for  such  daughters  and  younger  children. 
This  settlement  recited  that  there  was  such  issue  of  the 
marriage  between  J,  Russell  Moore  and  Elizabeth  Hart^ 
noUi  as  has  been  already  mentioned ;  and  it  recited  also 
a  deed-poll,  by  which  J.  Russell  Moore  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  in  that  behalf 
given  to  them  by  the  settlement  of  1 768,  appointed  all  the 
property  to  John  Hartnoll  Moore,  in  tail  general,  from 
and  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them, 
J.  Hartnoll  and  J.  Russell  Moore  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  and  failure  of  issue  male  of  J.  HartnoUy  and  the 
performance  of  the  trusts  declared  of  the  premises  by 
the  deed  of  1763,  and  in  the  meantime  subject  thereto^ 
and  also  subject  to  the  term  of  500  years,  thereby  limited 
to  Blundell  and  Wi  Moore,  and  the  trusts  thereof. 

Elizabeth  Moore,  one  of  the  daughters  of  J.  R.  Moore 
and  Elizabeth  Hartnoll,  married  William  Peppin,  and 
died  in  the  year  1805,  in  the  lifetime  of  her  parents. 

Elizabeth 
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JElizabeih,  the  wife  of  John  Bmsell  Moore,  survived  hiniy        1836. 
and  died  in  the  year  1820.     All  the  children  of  the 
marriage,  except  Elizabeth^  were  then  living. 

The  present  bill  was  filed  by  the  daughter  and  per- 
sonal representative  of  Mrs.  Peppin ;  and  the  principal 
question  in  the  cause  was,  whether,  under  the  settle- 
ment of  1763,  Mrs.  Peppin  attained  a  vested  interest  in 
a  share  of  the  4000/.  raiseable  under  the  trusts  of  the 
term  of  500  years  for  younger  children's  portions. 
Another  question  was,  whether  Mrs.  Peppin  did  not, 
at  all  events,  attain  a  vested  interest  in  a  share  of  the 
additional  sum  provided  by  the  marriage  settlement  of 
her  brother. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  having  decided  both  questions 
in  the  negative  (a),  the  Plaintiff  appealed. 

Mr.  Tinney  and  Mr.  Spurrier,  in  support  of  the  ap- 
peal. 

The  portions  became  indefeasibly  vested  in  the  daugh- 
ters, when  they  respectively  attained  eighteen,  and  the 
payment  only  was  postponed,  for  purposes  of  convenience, 
until  after  the  deaths  of  their  parents.  The  term  was 
an  absolute  term;  and  although  the  years  would  not 
begin  to  run  until  after  the  deaths  of  the  parents,  yet  it 
is  well  settled  that  that  circumstance  will  not  postpone 
the  vesting  until  the  time  at  which  tlie  term  was  to  com- 
mence ;  Emperor  v.  Bolfe  (i),  Cholmondely  v.  Meyrick  (c). 
Woodcock  V.  The  Duke  of  Dorset  (rf),  WiUis  v.  JViUis  \e\ 
Hope  V.  Lord  Clifden  (g),  Paiois  v.  Burdett  (A),  King  v. 

Hake 

(a)  7  5«iii.  574.  W  3  Ves.  51. 

(6)  I  Fes.  sen.  808.  (g)  ^  ^"-  '•®*- 

Cc)  1  Eden,  77.  (A)  9  Fei.  42S. 
(<0  3  ^rp.  a  C,  569. 

Vol.  III.  U 
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1836.       Hake  {a),  Schendc  v.  Legh  {b\  Hawgnm  v.  CaHier{c\ 
Perfect  V.  Lord  Curzan  (rf),   Torres  v.  Franco  (e),  Fry  v. 
Lord  Sherborne  ig).     In  this  case,  as  in  some  of  those 
cases,  there  is  no  provision  for  the  term  to  sink  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inheritance.     In  construing  marriage 
settlements,  the  Court  presumes  that  it  was  intended 
to  provide  for  all  children  of  the  marriage;  and  that, 
at  their  ages  of  twenty-one,   or  times  of  marriage, 
they  will  want  their  portions,  whether  their  par«its 
happen  to  be  still  living  or  not ;  and,  for  effectuating 
such  a  purpose,  the  Court  will  anxiously  lay  hold  of 
any  expressions,  however  slight,  which  may  be  to  be 
found  in  the  settlement,  and  will  not  construe  the  por- 
tions as  contingent  during  the  whole  lives  of  the  parents, 
unless  there  is  not  a  single  passage  in  the  settlement 
which  would  be  inconsistent  with  such  a  determination- 
Not  only,  in  this  case,  is  the  limitation  of  the  term 
absolute,  but  the  declaration  of  the  trusts  of  it  is  ab- 
solute also.     Can  it  be  said  that  the  younger  children 
were  not  objects  of  the  settlement  during  the  life  of  their 
parents,  when  there  is  a  power  for  their  father  to  direct 
their  shares  to  be  raised  during  his  own  life,  or  his  wife's 
life,  instead  of  at  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  himself 
and  his  wife?    There  is  no  distinct  indication  in  any 
part  of  the  settlement  that  the  younger  children  must, 
in  order  to  take,  survive  their  parents.     The  great  pre- 
ponderance of  evidence  upon  the  face  of  the  settlement, 
therefore,  is  in  favour  of  including  all  the  children,  and 
the  plaintiff  is  not  even  driven  to  the  necessity  of  rely- 
ing upon  those  numerous  cases  before  adverted  to,  in 
which  the  Court  has  held  that,  if  there  is  even  the 
slightest  ambiguity  or  inconsistency  in  the  terms  of  the 

settlement, 

(a)  9  Vet,  438.  (d)  5  Mad.  448. 

\b)  9  Vet.  300. ;  and  see  5  Vet.  \e)  1  Rmt.  i  Mylne^  649. 

452.  (g^  3  Sim.  243. 
(c)  3r.4-j&.79. 
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settlement,  all  children  shall  take ;  but,  if  it  were  neces-  1886. 

sary,  many  parts  of  this  settlement,  inconsistent  with  -nj^**^^'"^^ 

the  necessity  of  survivorship,  might  be  shewn.  v. 


MOOBE. 


The  cases  cited  on  the  other  side  will  probably  be 
Wingrave  v.  Palgrave  (a),  Hotchkin  v.  Humfrey  (6),  and 
Fitzgerald  v.  FieUL  (c)  In  Wingrave  v.  Palgrave  there 
was  only  one  certain  event;  and,  if  there  should  be 
no  daughter  living  at  the  father's  death,  the  term  was 
taken  away.  That  case,  however,  has,  in  every  one 
of  the  subsequent  cases,  been  commented  upon,  to  pre- 
vent its  having  any  efiPect  in  the  decision  of  any  case 
which  is  not,  in  the  strictest  terms,  the  same.  In  Hoick'- 
kin  V.  Humfrey  the  deed  most  unequivocally  pointed, 
throughout,  at  children  who  should  survive  their  parents; 
a  circumstance  which  was  noticed  in  Fry  v.  Lard  Sher^ 
borne.  Fitzgerald  v.  Field  was  precisely  similar  to 
Hotchkin  v.  Humfrey, 

It  is  quite  clear  that  the  parties  to  the  marriage  set- 
tlement of  John  Harlnoll  Moore  considered  that  all  the 
portions  had,  at  that  time,  become  vested. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Campbell^  contra^  contended, 
upon  the  authority  of  some  of  the  cases  mentioned  by 
the  Plaintiff's  counsel,  and  upon  the  terms  of  the  settle- 
ment itself,  that  a  younger  child  dying  in  the  lifetime  of 
either  of  its  parents  was  not  to  take  a  vested  interest 

The  Solicitor-General  and  Mr.  Harwood,  and  Mr. 
Jacob  and  Mr.  Duckworthy  appeared  for  other  parties. 

Mr.  Tinney,  in  reply. 


The 

(a)  1  P.  W.  401.  (b)  S  Mad.  65.  (c)  1  Rust.  430. 

U  2 
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18S7.  The  Lord  Chancellor. 

In  this  case  the  first  question  is,  whether,  under  a 
marriage  settlement  of  the  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother of  the  Plaintiff,  a  portion  became  vested  in  a 
child  of  the  marriage,  the  mother  of  the  Plaintiff;  such 
child  having  died  in  the  lifetime  of  the  father.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  father  of  the  intended  wife,  the  Plaintiff's 
grandmother,  was  entitled  for  life  to  certain  estates, 
with  remainder  to  his  sons  in  tail,  with  remainder  to  his 
daughters  in  tail;  and,  when  the  marriage  took  place, 
there  was  no  son,  and  only  one  daughter,  namely,  the 
Pliuntiff's  grandmother,  who  was  under  age.  The  scheme 
of  the  settlement  was,  first  to  settle  the  life  estate  of  the 
father  of  the  intended  wife,  which,  was  effected  by  his 
conveying  it  to  trustees,  who  were  to  pay  the  income  to 
the  husband  and  wife  for  life,  and  in  case  they  should 
both  happen  to  die  in  the  lifetime  of  the  settlor,  and 
there  should  be  any  child  or  children  of  their  bodies  at 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them,  upon  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  such  children,  in  such  proportions  as  they 
should  by  deed  or  writing  appoint,  and  in  default,  for  all 
such  children  equally.  And  if  there  should  be  no  such 
child  of  the  marriage,  or  being  stich^  all  of  them  should 
die  in  the  lifetime  of  the  settlor,  upon  trust  for  such 
persons  as  the  wife  should  appoint  by  will;  and  for 
want  of  such  appointment,  upon  trust  for  the  survivor 
of  the  husband  and  wife  and  his  or  her  heirs  during  the 
remainder  of  the  settlor's  life. 

Now,  although  this  estate  for  life  of  the  settlor  is  not 
the  subject  matter  of  the  present  question,  yet  it  is  most 
important  to  consider  this  part  of  the  settlement,  and  to 
compare  it  with  that  part  which  settles  the  property  in 
question.  The  last  mentioned  provision  shews  that  the 
attention  of  the  parties  was  drawn  to  the  settlement  of 
an  estate  pur  outer  vie  upon  persons  who  must  have 

been 
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been  dead  before  that  provision  could  come  into  oper-        1887.    ^ 
ation,  inasmuch  as  those  persons  had  before  been  made    ^jf^^^^ 
tenants  for  life  during  their  lives  and  the  life  of  the  v. 

tenant  for  life.     If,  therefore,  there  had  been  any  inten-  °°"^* 

tion  of  giving  to  children  of  the  marriage,  who  might  die 
during  the  lives  of  their  parents,  the  parties  might  easily 
have  done  what  this  clause  proves  that  they  knew  how 
to  do ;  but  no  question  could  arise  upon  this  part  of  the 
settlement  as  to  whether  such  children  would  take,  the 
gift  being  confined  to  children  who  might  be  living  at 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  the  parents,  and  the  gift 
over  being  only  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  such  children, 
i.  e.,  children  living  at  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  the 
parents,  or  there  being  mch%  they  should  die  in  the  life- 
time of  the  settlor,  who  is  here  supposed  to  survive  the 
fiither  and  mother ;  and  there  is  no  inconsistent  clause 
and  no  -contradictory  provision  to  justify  any  construe-  ^ 
tion  different  from  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  words. 

The  settlement  then  proceeds  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
position of  the  inheritance ;  and  for  that  purpose  it  pro- 
Tides  that  a  recovery  shall  be  suffered,  when  the  wife 
attains  twenty-one,  to  secure,  in  the  first  place,  the  pre- 
vious disposition  during  the  life  of  the  settlor;  and,  after 
his  death,  the  estate  is  settled  upon  the  husband  and 
wife  for  their  lives,  —  the  wife  taking  part  first,  with 
remainder  to  the  husband  for  life,  and  the  husband 
taking  part,  first,  with  remainder  to  the  wife  for  life,  — 
with  remainder  to  Blundell  and  WiUiam  Moore  as  trus- 
tees, for  500  years,  with  remainder  to  such  son  in  tail 
as  the  father  and  mother  should  by  deed  appoint,  with 
remainder  to  daughters  in  tail,  with  remainder  to  such 
person  as  the  wife  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  with 
remainder,  if  the  husband  should  survive,  as  to  part  of 
the  property,  to  him  in  fee,  and  other  part  to  the  wife  in 
fee ;  and  if  the  wife  should  survive,  all  to  her  in  fee. 

U  3  The 
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The  trusts  of  the  term  were  declared  to  be,  in 
case  the  father  should  die  leaving  issue  by  the  wife,  an 
eldest  son  who  should  live  to  attain  twenty-one,  or  die 
before,  leaving  such  issue,  and  one  or  more  younger 
children,  upon  trust,  after  the  deaths  of  the  &ther  and 
mother  and  the  commencement  of  the  term,  Ind  not 
sooner^  unless  the  father  should  request  or  direct  the  same, 
but  without  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  wife,  to  raise 
portions  for  the  younger  children,  there  being  an  elder 
or  only  son,  or  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  such  son  then 
livings  the  sums  following:  if  only  one  such  younger  child, 
2000/.  for  the  portion  of  such  child;  if  two,  and  no  more, 
3000/.  for  the  portions  of  such  younger  children ;  if 
three  or  more,  4000/.  for  the  portions  of  all  and  every 
such  younger  children,  share  and  share  alike,  and  to  sur- 
vive to  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  but  so  as  such 
two  surviving  younger  children  should  have  no  more 
raised  for  their  portions  than  the  said  sum  of  3000/.,  nor 
any  one  such  surviving  child  any  more  than  2000/. ;  the 
share  or  part  of  such  of  them  as  should  be  daughters 
to  be  payable  and  paid  a£  eighteen  years  or  day  or  days 
of  marriage  which  should  first  happen  after  the  several 
deaths  of  the  father  and  mother,  otherwise  within  three 
months  after  such  death,  and  to  sons  at  twenty-one,  or 
sooner,  if  the  trustees  should,  after  the  death  of  the  sur- 
vivor of  the  father  and  mother,  judge  the  same  necessary 
for  their  advancement*  There  was  then  a  provision  that 
if  the  parents  should  appoint  the  estate  to  a  younger  son, 
the  eldest  son  should  be  considered  as  a  younger  son, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  portion.  There  is  then  a 
provision  for  maintenance,  after  the  commencement  of 
the  term*  There  is  no  proviso  as  to  the  cesser  of  the 
term  in  the  event  of  there  being  no  children  entitled  to 
portions;  but  a  proviso,  that  if  any  son  having  the  in- 
heritance shall  pay  the  portions,  the  term  shall  attend 
the  inheritance. 

Here, , 
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Here,  thra,  the  portions  are  only  raiseable  in  the  ]8S7. 
event  of  the  father's  death,  leaving  a  younger  child  or 
ch'ddren ;  but  there  must  be  a  son  or  issue  of  a  son 
tJien  livings  i.  e.  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  sur- 
vivor of  the  parents.  There  is  no  power  of  appointment 
amongst  younger  children,  which  has  been  relied  upon 
in  some  of  the  cases;  but  two  contingencies  are  pointed 
oat ;  first,  that  at  the  death  of  the  father  there  should 
be  an  eldest  son,  or  his  issue,  and  younger  children ; 
secondly,  that  there  should  be  an  eldest  son  or  his  issue 
living  at  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  the  parents.  There 
is  nothing  to  make  it  necessary  that,  at  the  latter  period, 
there  should  be  also  younger  children  living.  If,  there- 
fore, the  question  had  been,  whether  a  child  surviving 
the  father,  but  dying  before  the  mother,  could  claim  a 
portion,  the  question  would  have  been  very  different; 
and  this  may  explain  the  clause  of  survivorship ;  for, 
although  that  has  been  referred  to  the  age  at  which  the 
portions  were  to  be  payable,  and  in  general  that  con- 
struction would  be  adopted,  yet  in  this  case  it  precedes 
the  provision  as  to  the  age  at  which  the  children  were 
to  receive  their  portions.  The  child  through  whom  the 
Plaintiff  claims  died  in  the  lifetime  of  both  the  parents. 
It  is  true,  'that  in  the  first  description  of  the  children  to 
take  portions,  the  word  ^^  such  "  is  not  to  be  found,  or  any 
other  word  of  reference  to  the  description  of  children 
before  mentioned,  in  describing  the  contingency  upon 
which  the  portions  were  to  be  raiseable ;  that  is  to  say, 
younger  children  living  at  the  time  of  the  father's  death ; 
but  the  word  *^  mch "  is  immediately  afterwards  used, 
and  that  in  the  description  of  the  children  who  are  to 
take  the  portions  —  "  If  only  one  such  younger  child," — 
clearly  shewing  what  younger  children  were  intended. 
In  some  cases,  the  circumstance  of  there  being  some 
children  living  at  the  death  of  the  parent,  has  been  held 
to  satisfy  the  contingency,  and  to  let  in  children  who 
had  died  before.     This  is  always  unsatisfactory,  though 

U  4  sometimes 
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1887.  sometimes  adopted  to  avoid  a  greater  absardity,  as  it 
makes  the  title  of  one  younger  child  depend  upon  some 
other  younger  child  living  till  the  death  of  the  father, 
for  which  there  could  not  possibly  be  any  reason. 

I  have  so  far  considered  the  words  **  then  living,"  as 
referable  to  the  existence  of  an  eldest  son  or  his  issue  at 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  the  parents ;  but,  if  these 
words  are  referable,  «s  grammatically  they  may  be,  to 
the  words  **  daughter  and  daughters,  and  younger  child 
and  children,"  then  it  would  be  necessary  for  any  younger 
child  not  only  to  survive  the  father,  but  the  mother  also. 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  provision,  that  the  father 
should  have  the  power  of  directing  any  portions  to  be 
raised  during  the  life  of  the  mother,  without  prejudice  to 
her  interests.  It  could  only  be  done  by  raising  the  por- 
tion upon  the  reversionary  term,  but  that  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  obvious  intention  that  a  contingency 
should  continue  during  the  life  of  the  mother;  for  if  the 
line  of  the  son  should  fail  before  the  mother's  death,  it 
clearly  was  not  intended  that  any  of  the  daughters  — 
who,  in  that  event,  would  succeed  to  the  estate — should 
have  portions:  but  this  difficulty,  which  can  only  apply  to 
the  interval  between  the  death  of  the  father  and  the  death 
of  the  mother,  cannot  affisct  the  present  question*  The 
provision  for  substituting  an  elflest  son  disinherited  in 
.  the  place  of  a  younger  son  to  whom  the  estate  should  be 
appointed,  cannot  affisct  this  question ;  -because,  as  that 
could  only  be  done  by  the  joint  appointment  of  the 
father  and  mother,  it  must  be  ascertained  before  the 
time  of  the  first  contingency,  namely,  the  death  of  the 
/ather.  Is  there  anything  in  any  of  these  provisions 
inconsistent  with  the  contingency  upon  which  the  por- 
tions were  to  be  raiseable,  namely,  the  father  dying  and 
leaving  an  eldest  son,  or  his  issue,  and  younger  children? 
In  disposing  of  the  life  estate  of  John  Hartncllj  the 
settlor,   all  children  are  excluded  who  should  not  be 

living 
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living  at  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  the  father  and  ,  1837. 
mother;  and  in  declaring  the  trusts  of  the  500  years 
term,  the  portions  are  to  be  raised  only  in  the  event  of 
the  father  dying  and  leaving  an  eldest  or  only  son  who 
should  attain  twenty-one,  or  die  leaving  issue,  and  one 
or  more  younger  son  or  sons  or  daughters;  and,  how- 
ever inconvenient  an  arrangement  may  be  which  ex- 
cludes a  child  attaining  its  age  in  the  lifetime  of  its 
parents,  and  dying  before  them,  the  trusts  of  the  settle- 
ment must  be  followed,  unless  some  other  parts  of  the 
instrument  furnish  a  construction  inconsistent  with  the 
natural  import  of  the  words. 

In  a  case  of  doubtful  construction  upon  the  whole  in- 
strument, the  Court  leans  to  that  which  will  include  chil- 
dren so  djring,  as  most  convenient,  and  most  likely  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  parties.  It  may  be  thought 
that  Courts  have  gone  the  full  length  that  is  justifiable 
b  order  to  attain  this  object;  but  no  case  has  gone  so  far 
as  to  do  violence  to  the  words,  if  no  other  part  of  the  in- ' 
strument  be  found  inconsistent  with  them.  The  rule,  as 
laid  down  by  Sir  W.  Grant  in  Htmgraoe  v.  Cartier  (a), 
does  not  carry  it  further,  and  he  decided  that  case  upon 
some  inaccuracies  in  the  provisions,  and  particularly  upon 
there  being  a  power  of  appointment  which  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  contingency  continuing.  In  this  case 
there  is  no  such  power  of  appointment,  and,  beyond  all 
doubt,  a  contingency  must  continue  during  the  life  of  the 
mother.  Woodcock  v.  The  Duke  of  Dorset  (b),  has  always 
been  considered  as  carrying  the  doctrine  to  its  utmost 
limits.  It  appears  that  that  decision  was  much  influenced 
by  the  consideration,  that  if  all  the  children  had  died 
before  the  surviving  parent,  the  fund  would  have  gone 
back  to  the  father  of  the  intended  wife.  In  this  case  it 
is  quite  clear  that  if  all  the  younger  children  had  died 

before 
(fl)  SF.^B,  79.  {b)  5  Bro.  C.  C.  569. 
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1 8S7.  before  the  father,  no  portions  would  have  been  raiseabley 
which  affords  a  strong  argument  against  any  portioa 
being  raiseable  for  any  one  younger  child  dying  before 
that  time.  The  cases  upon  this  subject  turn  upon  such 
nice  distinctions,  and  are  so  little  reconcileaUe^  that  the 
only  reasonable  course  is  to  adopt  the  rule  which  has 
been  generally  recognised,  of  leaning  in  favour  of  a  con* 
struction  which  includes  all  the  children,  if  the  instru- 
ment afibrds  fair  grounds  for  doing  so ;  but  if  not,  to 
give  effect  to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  words  used. 
Hatchkin  v.  Humfrey  (a),  and  Fitzgerald  ▼•  Field  {b),  in 
which  children  dying  before  their  parents  were  excluded, 
seem  to  me  to  have  been  cases  much  more  &vourable 
to  their  claim  than  the  present.  In  JEfi^  v.  Lord  Gif- 
den{c)f  Lord  Eldon  expressed  great  doubt:  the  con- 
tingency upcm  which  the  portions  were  to  be  raised  was, 
indeed,  the  event  of  there  being  children  living  at  the 
death  of  the  &ther ;  but  the  objects  of  the  portions  are 
described  as  <<  all  and  every  the  child  and  children  "  of 
the  marriage.  In  Powis  v.  Burdett  (cf),  Lord  Eldon  pro* 
ceeded  much  upon  the  provision  for  raising  tlie  portions 
in  the  father's  lifetime,  considering  it  as  inconsistent 
with  a  construction  which  would  make  the  vesting  con- 
tingent upon  the  child  surviving  the  father*  In  this 
case,  the  provision  for  raising  the  portions  before  the 
term  becomes  vested,  applies,  as  I  conceive,  not  to  the 
lifetime  of  the  father,  at  whose  death  the  contingency 
was  to  be  decided,  but  the  possible  interval  between  the 
death  of  the  iather  and  the  death  of  the  mother.  These 
cases,  however,  and  some  others,  which  it  is  not  neces- 
sary particularly  to  advert  to,  have  proceeded  upon 
grounds  so  peculiar,  and  have  departed  so  widely  from 
the  rule  of  construing  instruments,  according  to  the 
obvious  and  natural  meaning  of  the  words  used,  that  it 

is 

(a)  8  Mad.  65.  (c)  6  Fes.  499. 

{6)  1  Busi.  450.  id)  9  fet.  4S8. 
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is  not  possible  to  come  to  any  very  satisfactory  con-        18S7. 

elusion  upon  any  case  which  varies  at  all  from  former 

decisions. 

< 

I  have  considered,  I  believe,  all  the  cases  upon  this 
subject,  and  with  that  degree  of  hesitation  which  neces- 
sarily arises  from  this  state  of  the  authorities,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  adopting  the  rule  of  Sir 
W.  Grantj  in  Hawgrave  v.  Cartier  (a),  I  am  bound  to 
hold  that  the  child  dying  before  the  father  in  this  case, 
did  not  become  entitled  to  any  portion. 

It  was  then  contended,  that  the  additional  portion 
secured  by  the  articles  of  ITS?)  and  the  settlement  of 
1788,  was  not  subject  to  the  same  construction,  but 
that  the  deceased  daughter  was  entitled  to  a]  share  of 
such  additional  portion.  Upon  considering  these  in- 
struments, it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  is  any 
ground  for  this  claim.  The  articles  of  1787  recite  that 
the  2000/1  is  to  be  in  addition  to  the  4000/.,  and  al- 
though they  afterwards  provide  that  it  shall  be  paid  to 
the  daughters  at  twenty-one,  or  marriage,  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  this  is  not  to  be  taken  literally,  inasmuch 
as  the  estate  for  life  of  the  father  and  mother  would,  of 
necessity,  prevent  this  from  taking  effect ;  and  the  settle- 
ment of  1788,  made  by  and  between  the  same  parties, 
puts  the  question  out  of  all  doubt,  by  providing  that  the 
2000/.  shall  be  raised  and  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and 
at  the  same  ages  and  times,  as  the  4000/L  under  the 
setdement  of  1765. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that,  the  claim  to  any  share 
of  the  4000/.  failing,  the  claim  to  a  share  of  the  2000/. 
must  fail  with  it. 

Upon 

(fl)  5V.SfB.  79. 
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1837.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore^  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 

.^J^*^^^*^^     decree  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  was  right,  and  that  the 

«.  appeal  must  be  dismissed;   and,  notwithstanding  the 

MooBc.       gj^^g  ^f  j^g  decisions  upon  this  subject,  I  think  that  the 

costs  must  follow*  the  decision. 


1838.        In  the  Matter  of  JOHN  WELCH,  a  Lunadc,  not 
March  14. 93.  f^^^^  ^^^j^  j^^  Inquisition. 

And  in  the  Matter  of  the  Act  1  W.  4.  c.60. 

New  trastees    fTHHE  Master,  by  his  report,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 

petidon^under  ^^  reference  made  upon  petition,  found  that,  by  a 

the  act  1  IV.  4.  marriage  settlement,  dated  the  8th  of  May  1802,  the 

stead'of  a         ^^m  of  4000/.,  charged  by  the  will  of  William  Byam  upon 

lunauc,  not      hjs  estates  in  Antigua  in  favour  of  his  son  Samuel  Byam, 

inquisition^  to  and  also  a  sum  of  4000/.  currency,  or  2500/.  sterling, 

gether  whh      Secured  by  a  bond,  were  assigned  to  Sir  George  BoUon^ 

two  other  per-  Knight,  Anthony  Munton,  and  John  Welch,  upon  certain 

ceased  a  sum   trusts ;   and  that  John  Welch  was  a  lunatic  or  person 

of  money         Qf  unsound  mind ;  and  that  the  sum  of  4000/.,  referred 

charged  by 

will  upon  real  to  in  the  deed  of  1802,  as  having  been  charged  by  the 

fK«?/nSie*^  will  of  Wm,  Byam,  upon  his  Antigua  estates,  for  the 
and  another  benefit  of  his  son  Samuel  Byam^  and  the  sum  of  4000/. 
by  a  bond  had  currency,  or  2500/.  sterling,  secured  by  the  bond,  men- 
been  nssigned  tioned  in  the  same  deed,  were  then  vested  in  John  Welch 
dated  in  1802,  alone,  as  surviving  trustee  thereof,  upon  the  trusts  of 

upon  certain     that  indenture,  such  trusts  beini?  for  the  petitioners. 

trusts.    A  per-    ...  n      .   . 

son  at  the        And  he  was  of  opinion  that,  being  such  lunatic  as  afore- 

poTntedto"^  said,  and  being  also  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  said 

assign  the  suras,  he  was  such  trustee  within  the  intent  and  mean- 

to"then'ew°^^  ing  of  the  before  mentioned  act  of  parliament:  And  he 
trusteees.  found 


Welch. 
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found  that  John  Welch  had  not  any  beneficial  interest        28S8. 
therein,  and  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  there  were  •  TTX^T 
any  incumbrances  affecting  the  same.     And  he  found  of 

that  there  was  not  any  power  in  the  deed  of  1802  or 
otherwise,  to  appoint  a  new  trustee  or  trustees  in  the 
place  of  John  Welch^  being  of  unsound  mind,  as  before- 
mentioned,  of  the  aforesaid  sums  or  either  of  them;  and 
he  therefore  approved  of  four  persons,  whose  names 
were  mentioned  in  the  report,  as  proper  persons  to  be 
appointed  trustees  in  the  place  of  John  Wekhf  of  the 
sums  so  vested  in  him,  and  of  another  person,  whose 
name  was  also  mentioned  in  the  report,  as  a  proper 
person  to  be  appointed  in  the  place  of  John  Wekh^  to 
assign  the  sums  to  the  new  trustees  so  approved* 

A  petition  was  now  presented,  praying  that  the  Mas* 
ter's  report  might  be  confirmed,  and  that  the  persons 
approved  by  the  Master  as  new  trustees  of  the  deed  of 
1802,  might  be  appointed  such  new  trustees  accordingly, 
and  that  the  person  approved  by  the  Master  for  that 
purpose  might  be  ordered  to  assign  the  sums  and  in- 
terest to  such  new  trustees. 

Mr.  Sharpe  appeared  in  support  of  the  petition. 


The  Lord  Chancellou  at  first  expressed  some 
doubt  whether  the  case  was  within  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  parliament:  but,  on  a  subsequent  day,  his  Lord- 
ship stated  that,  although  that  part  of  the  act  which 
related  to  such  cases  was  obscure,  yet,  upon  consider- 
ation, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  case  was  within  the 
act,  and  that  he  had  made  the  order. 
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183C.  BACON  V.  CLARK. 

Nov.  29. 
1857.  

Nov.  IS.      npHIS  was  aD  appeal  from  a  decree  of  the  Vice- 
In  1806,  a         -'-    Chancellor.     The  facts  of  the  case  are  suflScientlj 
SS.Wng  stated  in  the  Lord  Chancellor's  judgment 
dedroQs  of 

making  a  pro-  — ^— ^.^— — -^— ^ 

vision  for  his  Tne 

wife  and  the 

issue  of  the  marriage,  entered  into  a  bond  to  A,  for  payment  to  him  of  10,00O^ ; 
and  he,  at  the  same  time,  conveyed  an  estate  in  tne  Easi  ItuHes  to  A^  upon 
trust  to  sell  it,  and  to  raise  the  10,000/.,  or  so  much  of  it  as  the  estate  would  pro- 
duce :  and  it  was  provided  by  the  deed  of  conveyance,  that  as  soon  as  A^  hb  ex- 
ecutors, &c.  should  have  realised  the  net  and  clear  sum  of  10,000/.  by  means 
of  the  sale  or  of  the  bond,  and  should,  at  the  request  and  direction  of  the 
husband  and  wife,  or  the  survivor,  in  writing,  first  made  for  that  purpose,  have 
remitted  the  same  to  England,  to  B.,  C,  and  jD.,  in  the  best,  and  as  to  him,  his 
executors,  &c.  should  seem  the  most  eligible  manner,  he  should  stand  dischai]ged 
of  the  trusts,  and  should  not  be  answerable  for  the  payment  of  the  bills  in 
which  the  same  should  be  remitted :  and  it  was  declared  that  B.y  C,  and  D,  should 
invest  the  mone^'  in  government  or  real  security,  upon  trust  for  the  husband  for 
life ;  with  remainder  for  the  wife  for  life ;  with  remainder  for  the  children  of  the 
marriage ;  and  that  A»,  until  the  sale,  should  be  seised  of  the  premises,  and,  after 
the  sale  and  until  the  monies  should  be  remitted,  should  be  interested  in  the  pro- 
ceeds, upon  the  same  trusts  as  were  before  declared  concerning  the  a  0,000^.  to  be 
remitted  to  the  trustees. 

The  property  was  sold  in  the  ^ear  1811  for  145,000  sicca  rupees,  and  the  pur- 
chase money  was,  in  1813,  received  by  A*s  house  of  business  in  CaUmtta,  who 
were  the  agents  of  the  husband,  and  who  then,  by  the  direction  of  J.,  set 
apart  ^80,000  sicca  rupees,  being  then  eoual  in  value  to  lO,ooo/.  sterling,  and 
carried  the  same  to  the  account  of  A,  and  another  person,  as  trustees  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  held  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money  to  answer  the  husband's 
drafts. 

In  1818  il.  retired  from  the  house  of  business.  In  1825  he  died.  In  1896  the 
husband  requested  the  surviving  partners  of  A.  to  invest  the  80,000  sicca  rupees  in 
a  note  of  the  Eatt  India  Company,  which  they  did,  in  the  names  of  their  firm.  In 
1887  the  husband  died.  In  1852  the  wife  required  A*%  executors,  who  were  in 
England,  to  procure  a  remittance  of  the  10,000/.  to  England;  whereupon  they 
directed  the  house  of  business  to  transmit  that  amount  in  bills,  payable  to  JB,  and 
D. ;  C,  being  dead.  The  house  of  business  thereupon  sold  the  note  of  the  East 
India  Company,  and  drew  a  bill  upon  their  correspondents  in  London,  payable  to 
A*i  executors ;  but,  before  the  bill  became  due,  both  the  house  in  Calcutta  and 
their  correspondents  in  London  had  failed,  and  the  bill  was  never  paid.  £xcept 
as  before  mentioned,  no  request  was  ever  made  by  the  husband  and  wife,  or  the 
survivor,  to  remit  the  money. 

Upon  a  bill  by  the  children  of  the  marriage  against  AJs  executors^  it  was  held 
that  il.'8  estate  was  liable  to  make  good  the  sum  of  lo,ooo/.  sterling. 
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The  decree  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  declares  that  the 
estate  of  William  Fairlie  is  liable  to  make  good  a  sum 
of  10,000/.,  and  gives  the  usual  directions  to  enforce  the         iss?. 
payment  of  it     The  question  upon  the  appeal  is,  whe-       ^^'  ^^ 
ther  W.  Fairli^s  estate  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  this 
sum. 

W.  Fairlie  was  a  trustee  under  a  deed  of  settlement 
of  the  12th  of  August  1806.  It  appears,  from  the  re- 
citals in  that  deed,  that  John  Fergusson  Bacon^  who  was 
then  at  Calctdta^  and  had  certain  property  there,  which 
he  was  desirous  of  selling,  discharged  of  his  wife's 
dower,  procured  her  to  levy  a  fine  for  that  purpose ;  and, 
as  a  compensation  to  her,  agreed  with  W.  Fairlie  as  her 
trustee,  that  he  would  forthwith,  or  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently might  be,  raise  a  sum  of  10,000/.,  and  settle 
the  same  upon  her  and  the  issue  of  the  marriage,  and 
that,  in  order  to  raise  that  sum,  he  had  agreed  to  appoint 
the  property  of  which  the  fine  had  been  so  levied,  to 
W.  Fairlie,  in  trust  to  sell,  as  after  directed,  and  to  ex- 
ecute a  bond  to  him  in  160,000  sicca  rupees,  for  making 
good  any  deficiency,  and  to  secure  to  Mrs.  Bacon  and 
the  issue  of  the  marriage  the  net  and  clear  sum  of 
1 0^000/.  The  deed  then  proceeded  to  appoint  and  con- 
vey the  premises  to  fV.  Fairlie  in  fee,  upon  trust  to  sell 
the  same  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  said  sum  of  10,000/.,  or  so  much  as 
the  premises  would  produce,  with  the  usual  powers  to 
give  receipts  for  the  purchase  money :  and  it  was  pro- 
vided that  as  soon  as  TV.  Fairlie,  his  hetrs,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  should  have  realised  the 
net  and  clear  sum  of  10,000/.  by  means  of  the  sale  of 
the  premises  or  by  means  of  the  bond,  and  should,  at 
the  request  and  direction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon,  in 

writing 
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]  837*  writing  under  their  hands  or  the  hand  of  the  survivor 
for  that  purpose  being  to  him  first  made,  have  remitted 
the  same  to  England  to  Henri/  Slade^  John  Davis,  and 
John  Slade,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  the  executors 
or  administrators  of  such  survivor,  in  the  best,  and, 
as  to  him,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns  should  seem  the  most  eligible  manner,  then  and 
immediately  after,  he,  W.  Fairlie^  his  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators  should  stand  discharged  of  the  trusts, 
and  should  not  be  answerable  for  the  payment  of  the 
bill  or  bills  in  or  on  which  [the  same  should  be  re- 
mitted, or  for  any  loss  or  misapplication  or  non-^pli- 
cation  of  the  said  sum  of  10,000^  further  than  for  his 
or  their  wilful  de&ult  or  neglect  And  it  was  declared 
that  Henry  Slade,  John  Davisj  and  John  Slade,  when 
they  should  have  received  the  10,000/.,  should,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  invest  the  same  in  govenftnent  or 
real  security,  upon  trust  for  Mrs.  Bacon  for  life,  with 
remainder  upon  trust  for  their  children,  equally,  at 
twenty-one,  or  marriage  of  daughters.  And  it  was  de- 
clared that  W,  Fairlie  should,  until  the  sale  be  seised  of 
the  premises,  and  after  the  sale,  and  until  the  money 
to  arise  from  the  sale  should  be  remitted  as  afore- 
said, should  stand  interested  in  the  proceeds  upon  the 
same  trusts,  and  for  the  same  intents  and  purposes  as 
before  expressed  and  declared  of  and  concerning  the 
]  0,000/.  so  to  be  remitted  to  the  trustees. 

In  execution  of  these  trusts,  W.  Fairlie  sold  the  pro- 
perty in  the  year  1811,  though  the  purchase  of  the  whole 
was  not  completed  until  the  year  1813,  and  the  proceeds 
amounted  to  above  145,000  sicca  rupees,  which  much 
exceeded  the  value  of  the  10,000/.,  the  rate  of  exchange 
being  admitted  to  have  been  at  that  time  at  2s.  6d.  the 
sicca  rupee.  In  1825  fV.  Fairlie  died,  and  the  Defend- 
ants, David  Clarkf  John  Innes^  and  James  Fairlie^  are 

his 
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his  executors.  In  the  year  1827  John  Fergusson  Bacon^  1837. 
the  settlor  and  tenant  for  life,  died.  The  Plaintiffs  are 
the  only  children  of  the  marriage.  The  10,0007.  never 
was  remitted  to  Henry  SHade^  John  Davisy  and  John 
Slade,  and  the  Plaintiffs  therefore  call  upon  the  execu- 
tors of  WiUiam  Fairlie  to  pay  the  10,000/. 

•  Such  is  the  prima  facie  case  of  the  Plaintiffs,  which, 
if  the  Defendants  cannot  shew  good  ground  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  estate  of  WiUiam  Fairlie  from  this  liability, 
undoubtedly  entitles  them  to  the  decree  which  has  been 
pronounced* 

The  circumstances  upon  which  the  defence  is  founded, 
are  the  following. — That  W.  Fairlie  was  a  partner  in  the 
house  of  Fairlie^  Fergusson^  and  Co.,  of  Calcutta^  which 
firm  were  the  agents  at  Calcutta  of  Mr.  Bacon :  that  fV. 
Fairlie  was  himself  in  England  at  the  time  of  the  sale ; 
and  that,  upon  the  completion  of  the  sale,  in  the  year 
18 IS,  a  sum  of  80,000  sicca  rupees,  being  then  of  the 
value  of  10,000/.,  was,  by  the  direction  of  W.  Fairlie^ 
set  apart  by  Fairlie^  Fergusson^  and  Co.,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  received  by  them,  and  carried  to  an 
account  of  JV.  Fairlie  and  Hugh  Meid,  trustees  of  the 
seUlement :  that  the  80,000  sicca  rupees  continued  on 
that  account  in  1818,  when  W.  Fairlie  retired  from  the 
firm,  and  until  1826,  when,  at  therequestof  Mr.  JBaron, 
Messrs.  Fergusson  and  Co.  invested  it  in  a  note  of  the 
East  India  Company,  of  80,000  sicca  rupees,  in  the 
names  of  the  partners  in  the  house  of  Fergusson  and  Co., 
and  not  of  the  trustees  of  the  10,000/.:  that,  in  1832, 
Mrs.  Baixm  having  called  upon  the  executors  of  fV. 
Fairlie  to  procure  a  remittance  to  this  country  of  the 
10,000/.,  they  directed  the  house  of  Fergusson  and  Co. 
to  do  so,  in  bills  payable  to  Henry  Slade  and  John  Stade^ 
the  surviving  trustees :  that  the  house  of  Fergusson  and 
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18S7*  But  then  it  is  said  that  the  purchase  of  the  note  of 

the  East  India  Company  cured  all  former  omissions  or 
breaches  of  trust,  because,  when  that  took  place,  the 
fund  was  in  a  proper  state  of  investment  Whether 
such  a  mode  of  investment  would,  under  any  circum* 
stances,  be  a  discharge,  need  not  be  considered-;  be- 
cause if  W.  Fairlie  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  per- 
sonally liable  to  realise  the  10,000/.  in  this  country,  as 
I  think  he  certainly  was,  his  estate  must  remain  liable 
to  that  debt,  unless  his  representatives  can  shew  pay- 
ment or  something  equivalent  to  it.  How  then  can  an 
act  of  the  house  of  Fergusson  and  Co.,  acting  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Bacon  after  W.  FairUe's  death,  which 
did  not  lead  to  any  payment  of  this  debt,  operate  as  a 
discharge  of  bis  estate  from  this  debt  ?  The  security 
was  taken  by  Fergusson  and  Co.,  who  were  strangers  to 
the  trust,  in  their  own  names ;  and  they  sold  the  security, 
and  received  the  proceeds.  Similar  observations  apply 
to  the  bill  drawn  by  Fergusson  and  Co.  upon  Fairlie^ 
Clarke,  Innes,  and  Co.,  in  London. 

The  deed  undoubtedly  intended  to  protect  the  trustee, 
W.  Fairlie^  if,  acting  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  he  had 
purchased  a  bill  of  good  credit  upon  England  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remitting  the  10,0002. ;  but  the  bill  in  question  was 
not  drawn  by  him  or  by  his  representatives,  and  could 
not,  at  the  time,  have  been  a  bill  entitled  to  any  credit, 
and  it  was  not  a  bill  purchased  with  the  trust  fund,  but  a 
mode  adopted  by  the  debtor  for  payment,  which  failed, 
and  which  therefore  left  the  debt  as  before.  W.  Fairlie, 
in  violation  of  his  duty  as  trustee,  and  in  breach  of  his 
trust,  permitted  the  trust  fund  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  private  traders,  Messrs.  Fergusson  and  Co.,  and  in 
their  hands  it  has  been  lost ;  their  buying  and  afterwards 
selling  the  East  India  Company's  bill,  and  their  bill 
drawn  upon  the  London  house,  which  was  never  paid, 

are 


Mr.   TreslovCf  Mr.  Koe^   and  Mr.  Hallett,  for   the 
Plaintiffi. 

The  Solicitor-General  and  Mx.BImiU^  for  the  Defend-* 
ants,  the  executors  oi  Fairlie. 

Mr.  Wakefieldy  and  Mr.  Purvis^  for  Mrs.  Bacon  the 
widow. 

Mr.  W,  Bobertsdn,  for  the  trustees,  Henry  Slade  and 
JohnSlade  (now  Sir  Jb^n  Slade). 
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are  transactions  from  which  the  estate  of  fV.  Fairlie  can  18S7. 
derive  no  protection.  Had  those  transactions  operated 
tx>  reproduce  the  trust  fund,  they  would,  pro  tatUo^  have 
released  his  estate,  by  satisfying  the  demand  upon  it ; 
but,  as  they  were  wholly  unprofitable  for  that  purpose, 
that  liability  remains  unafiPected  by  them. 

I  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  affirming  the  Vice- 
Chancellor's  decree  with  costs. 
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Aug.  5.  1,  8. 


LEE  V.  LOCKHART. 
WILD  V.  LOCKHART. 


C,  having  an  "DY  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  14th 
lum*^?*"**  ^"^    ^^^^  ^^  ^ag7^/  1778,  in  consideration  of 

10,000/.,  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  expressed  to  be  paid  to   Lord 

mon^e  *  Delaval  (then  Sir  John  Hussey  Delaval),  by  the  Earl  of  ' 

made  by  him-  Beverley  (then  Lord  Algernon  Percy)  and  Sir  George 

having  also  Warren^  Lord  Delaval  conveyed  certain  real  estates  to 

other  property  ^    Earl  of  jBctw%  and  Sir  George  Warren,  in  fee,  sub- 
subject  to  .        r  1  .  1       T       J 

mortgages,  ject  to  a  proviso  for  redemption,  on  payment  by  Lord 

10  wo/^fsub.  J^daval  of  the  sum  of  10,000/.  and  interest. 

ject  to^e 

S?ln^al8o  By  *"  indenture  of  settlement,  also  dated  the  15th  of 

the  other  pro-  August  1778,  and  made  on  the  marriage  of  John  Fenion 

to  the  moit-  Cawthome  with  Frances  Delaval,  the  daughter  of  Lord 

pages  aflfecting  j^elavaL  and  to  which  the  Earl  of  Beverley  and  Sir  George 
It,  to  trustees,    ^,,  „        x      j   ^  ,       ,  .        . 

upon  trust  to     Warren^  as  well  as  Lord  Delaval,  were  parties,  it  was 

pay  themort.   declared  that  the  before-mentioned  sum  of  10,000/.  was 
gages  affecting 

both,  and  to     not,  ill  fact,  paid  by  the  Earl  of  Beverley  and  Sir  George 

surplus'among   Warren,  and  was  not  their  money ;  but  that,  upon  the 

the  other  ere-  treaty  for  the  marriage,  it  had  been  agreed  that  that 

and,  by  the'     sum  should  be  applied  upon  the  trusts  declared  by  the 

mme  deed,       present  deed.  It  was,  therefore,  declared,  that  the  Earl  of 
C's  creditors    ^ 

release  him  Beverley 

from  all  de- 
mands in  respect  of  their  debts.  D,  being  applied  to  by  C.  to  execute  this  deed, 
refuses  to  do  so  unless  his  mortgage  security  upon  the  10,000/.  is  preserved;  and 
C's  solicitors,  one  of  whom,  7\,  is  a  trustee  under  the  trust  deed,  prepare  a  me> 
morandum,  which  is  indorsed  on  the  deed,  and  which  declares  that  Z>.,  by  executing 
the  deed,  shall  not  affect  his  mortgage  secivity  upon  the  10,000/. 

JD.  then  executes  the  deed,  and  at  the  same  time  signs  the  indorsement,  which 
is  also  signed  by  7\  There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  indorsement  was, 
or  was  intended  to  be,  concealed  from  any  of  the  other  creditors  who  executed  the 
trust  deed : 

Held,  that  J9.  did  not  waive  his  rights  or  remedies  as  mortgagee  of  the  10,000/. 


LOCKHABT. 
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Severley  and  Sir  George  Warren  should  stand  possessed        ]8S7. 
of  the  10,000/.,  upon  trust  for  Frances  Delaval  and  John     ^^^^ 
FenlonCawiiome,  during  their  respective  lives,  as  therein  o. 

mentioned ;  and,  after  the  decease  of  the  survivor,  upon 
t:ertain  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  mar- 
riage; and  in  case  no  child  of  the  marriage  should  live 
to  attain  a  vested  interest,  then  upon  trust  for  John 
Fenton  Cawihorne,  his  executors,  adihinistrators,  and 
assigns. 

By  an  indenture  of  assignment,  dated  the  27th  of 
Alay  1780,  and  made  between  «/.  F.  Cawthome  of  the 
one  part,  and  Lord  Delaval  of  the  other  part,  after  re* 
citing  that  on  the  25th  of  May  1779,  Lord  Delaval 
lent  Cawthome  2000/.,  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  repayment  of  that  sum,  with  interest  at  5 
per  cent,  Cawthome  had  given  Lord  Delaval  a  bond, 
dated  the  25th  of  May  1779,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
4000/.;  and  reciting  that  this  sum  of  2000/.,  and  all 
interest  thereof,  still  remained  due;  and  reciting  that 
Lord  Delaval  had,  on  the  date  of  the  present  indenture, 
lent  Cawthome  the  further  sum  of  1000/.,  and  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  repayment  of  that  sum  with 
interest  at  5  per  cent,  Cawthome  had  given  Lord  Delaval 
another  bond  of  even  date  with  the  present  indenture, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  2000/. ;  and  reciting  the  before- 
mentioned  mortgage  deed,  and  the  marriage  settlement, 
and  the  marriage,  and  that  at  the  time  of  advancing  the 
1000/1,  it  was  agreed  that  such  further  security  should 
be  given  for  that  sum  and  interest,  and  for  the  sum  of 
2000/.  and  interest,  as  was  after  contained :  it  was  wit- 
nessed, that  Cawthome  assigned  to  Lord  Delaval  all 
that  the  sum  of  10,000/.  secured  by  the  therein-recited 
mortgage,  and  all  such  interest  as  should  become  pay- 
able to  Cawthome  under  the  trusts  of  the  marriage  set- 
tlement, subject  to  a  proviso  for  redemption,  upon 
'  X  4  payment 
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1887.  payment  of  the  sums  of  2000/.  and  10002.  and  interest. 
It  was  also  witnessed,  that  Cawthome  directed  that  the 
Earl  of  Beverley  and  Sir  G.  Warren  should,  after  Ccm- 
thomey  his  executors  or  administrators,  should  become 
entitled  to  the  10,000/.,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  the  interest 
or  produce  of  it,  stand  possessed  of  tliat  sum  and  interest, 
and  the  securities  for  the  same,  upon  trust,  in  the  first 
place,  to  pay  Lord  Delaval  the  several  sums  of  2000/. 
and  lOOO/i,  and  all  interest  due  and  to  grow  due  for 
the  same  respectively,  and  subject  thereto,  in  trust  for 
Cawthome. 

By  an  indenture  of  release  and  assignment,  bearing 
date  the  21st  of  June  1797,  made  between  Jolm  Fen^ 
ton  Cawthome  of  the  first  part ;  John  Ingram  Lockhartj 
James  Barrow^  George  Tennantf  ajjd  John  Dowbiggin  of 
the  second  part;  and  the  several  persons  whose  names 
and  seals  were  thereunto  subscribed  and  afiixed  (being 
creditors  ofJ.F.  Cawthome)  of  the  third  part,  reciting 
that  Cawthome  was  indebted  to  the  several  persons, 
parties  of  the  third  part,  in  the  several  sums  of  money 
set  opposite  to  their  respective  names;  and  reciting 
that  Cawthort^e  was  seized  in  fee  of  the  hereditaments 
mentioned  in  the  first  schedule  annexed  to  the  present 
deed,  subject  to  the  mortgages  and  incumbrances  therein 
mentioned;  and  that  the  hereditaments  mentioned  in 
the  second  schedule  to  the  same  deed  were  subject  to 
the  uses  and  trusts  of  his  marriage  settlement;  and  that 
his  estate  and  interest  in  the  settled  hereditaments  were 
comprised  in  certain  of  the  said  mortgage  securities; 
and  reciting  the  before-mentioned  settlement  of  the 
10,000/.,  but  that  the  estate  and  interest  of  Caxvthome 
were  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  3,000/.  and 
interest  to  Lord  Delavalj  by  the  indenture  of  the  27th  of 
May  1780 ;  and  reciting  that  Cawthome,  in  order  to  make 
a  provision  for  payment  of  his  debts,  had  agreed  to  convey 

and 
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and  assign  all  his  real  estates  specified  in  the  schedules,  1 837. 
or  either  of  them,  and  also  all  his  interest  in  the  10,000/., 
to  trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  manner  after 
mentioned;  and  that,  in  consideration  of  such  his  proposal, 
Lcckkcnrt^  Barrcw,  Tennant,  and  Dcnobiggiriy  and  also  the 
several  other  persons,  parties  thereto,  of  the  third  part, 
creditors  otCawthome,  had  consented  to  give  such  release, 
and  to  enter  into  such  agreements,  covenants,  and  declar- 
ations as  therein-after  contained :  it  was  witnessed/ that 
Cwaathome  conveyed  to  Lockhart^  Barram^  Tennantf  and 
Daahiggirij  and  their  heirs,  the  several  hereditaments 
comprised  in  the  first  and  second  schedules ;  to  hold  the 
same,  subject,  as  to  the  hereditaments  comprised  in  the  se- 
cond schedule,  to  certain  uses  and  trusts  declared  by  the 
marriage  settlement,  and  also  subject  to  the  several  mort- 
gages, legacies,  charges,  and  incumbrances,  which  respec- 
*  lively  afiected  the  hereditaments  thereby  granted  and 
released,  to  and  to  the  use  of  Lockhurt^  Ba7raa),  Ten-' 
nani,  and  Ikfwbiggin^  their  heirs  and  assigns.  And  it 
was  further  witnessed,  that  Cawthome  assigned  to  the 
same  persons  the  before-mentioned  sum  of  10,0002.  to 
which  he  was  entitled,  subject  to  the  estate  and  interest 
therein  of  his  wife,  and  to  the  estates,  interests,  and 
claims  thereupon,  of  any  child  or  children  of  the  mar- 
riage ;  and  subject  also  to  the  indenture  of  the  27th  of 
May  1780,  for  securing  to  Lord  Delaval  the  said  sum  of 
3000/.  and  interest.  It  was  then  declared  that  Lockhart, 
BarraWi  TennanU  and  Daaobiggin  should  stand  seized 
of  the  hereditaments  comprised  in  the  first  schedule, 
upon  trust  to  receive  the  rents,  or  to  mortgage  and  sell, 
and  to  stand  possessed  of  the  monies  thereby  arising  upon 
trust  to  pay  certain  costs  and  expenses,  and  then  certain 
principal  monies  and  legacies,  and  then  to  discharge 
such  of  the  mortgages  and  other  incumbrances  as  afiected 
the  title  of  what  should  be  sold,  according  to  the  priority 
of  such  debts,  legacies,  mortgages,  and  incumbrances ; 

and 
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1 8  37-        and  after  payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  said  sums  respeo 
tively,  to  pay  and  divide  whatsoever  should  remain  of 
the  monies  so  to  be  raised,  equally  to  and  amongst  the 
several  other  just  creditors  of  CawtAome^  parties  thereto, 
by  an  equal  pound  rate,  according  to  the  amount  of  thdr 
respective  debts  at  the  date  of  the  present  deed,  as  far  as 
such  money  would  extend  to  pay  the  same ;  and  should 
stand  seized  of  the  hereditaments  comprised  in  Ihe  se- 
cond schedule  upon  certain 'trusts  therein  declared;  and, 
amopgst  others,  to  raise  an  annuity  and  pay  the  same 
among  the  creditors  of  Cawthomei  parties  to  the  deed,  in 
manner  before  mentioned.   And  it  was  declared  that  the 
trustees  should,  after  the  decease  of  Cawthome,  and  after 
the  decease  of  his  wife,  and  failure  of  the  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage entitled  to  the  10,000/.,  which  should  first  happen 
before  all  the  said  debts  should  have  been  paid  or  satis- 
fied, call  in  and  compel  payment  of  all  and  whatsoever 
should  then  remain  due  and  payable  in  respect  of  the  be- 
fore*mentioned  sum  of  10,000/.  in  manner  after  men- 
tioned. The  deed  then  containedjcertain  trusts  for  raising, 
in  certain  events,  a  sum  of  6000/.  instead  of  the  annuity 
before-mentioned.     And  it  was  declared  that  the  trustees 
should  stand  possessed  of  the  6000/.,  and  of  the  sum  or 
sums  to  be  received  in  respect  of  the  10,000/<i,  upon 
trust,  in  the  first  place  to  pay  the  mortgage  debts,  lega- 
cies, and  other  incumbrances  affecting  the  hereditaments 
and  premises  thereby  released,  and  after  payment  thereof 
to  apply  the  same  in  payment  of  the  other  creditors, 
parties  thereto,  equally,  and  without  preference  or  prio- 
rity, in  manner  thereinbefore  directed. 

The  deed  ftirther  witnessed,  that  all  the  creditors, 
who  had  sealed  and  delivered  the  present  deed,  did 
severally  and  respectively  release  to  Cawtkofjie,  his  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  all  actions,  suits,  bills, 
bonds,  obligations,  debts,  dues,  duties,  accounts,  sums 

of 
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of  money,  judgments,   extents,  executions,  trespasses,        1837. 
trusts,  claims,  and  demands  whatsoever,   both  at  law 
and  in  equity,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  which  they  then 
had,  or  should  or  might  have,  challenge,  claim  or  de- 
mand against  Cawthome;  his  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, or  his  or  their  estates  or  effects,  or  any  of 
them,  other  than  the  premises  in  the  present  indenture 
contained,  for  or  by  reason  or  means,  or  on  account  of 
the  debts  to  them  or  any  of  them  respectively  then  due 
and  owing  from   Cawthome^  or  of  any  other  matter, 
cause,  or  thing  whatsoever ;  and  it  was  provided  that,  not- 
withstanding any  thing  therein  contained,  when  and  as 
often  as  any  monies  should  be  received  by  the  trustees 
in  respect  of  the  trust  estates  and  premises,  the  same 
should  be  subject   to   the   trusts  aforesaid,   and  after 
first  satisfying  and  discharging  thereout  the  said  mort- 
gages and  prior  charges   and   incumbrances,   become 
distributable,  and  should  be,  from  time  to  time,  when 
and  as  occasion  might  require,  divided,  in  such  manner 
as  should  form  and  make  an  equal  pound  rate  upon  all 
the  debts  justly  due  and  owing  by  Cawthome  to  his 
several  creditors,  whose  debts  sliould  be  by  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  admitted  to  be  justly  due  and  owing 
on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  present  indenture. 

This  deed  was  executed  by  various  creditors  of 
Cawihomey  and,  amongst  others,  by  Lord  Delaval,  as  a 
creditor  for  the  sum  of  4825/1,  including  the  amount  of 
the  two  sums  of  2000/.  and  1000/.  and  interest  (a)  On 
the  first  skin  of  the  deed  was  endorsed  a  memorandum 
which  was  signed  by  Lord  Delavaly  and  by  Mr.  Tennant 
one  of  the  trustees,  and  was  in  the  following  words :  — 

"  Memo- 

{a)  It  appeared  that  this  sum  sum  ,of  200/.  lent  by  Lord  De* 
of  4825/.  included  also  a  further      laval  to  Cawthome. 
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1837.  <^  Memorandum  :  — At  the  time  of  the  execution  of 

the  within- written  indenture  it  was  expressly  understood 
and  agreed  that  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  mentioned  within, 
as  secured  for  the  benefit  of  the  within-named  John 
Fenton  Cawthome  and  Franceslih  wife,  and  which  is,  as 
within  mentioned,  made  a  further  or  collateral  securi^ 
for  a  sum  of  30002.,  and  a  large  arrear  of  interest  now 
due  upon  the  bonds  of  the  said  John  Fenton  Cawthome 
to  the  said  John  Lord  Delaval^  shall  remain  and  con* 
tinue  charged  with  and  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
SOOO/.,  and  all  interest  now  due  and  hereafter  to  grow 
due  for  the  same ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  said  30002. 
and  interest  as  shall,  after  deducting  all  dividends  to  be 
made  in  respect  of  the  said  3000/.  and  interest,  under 
or   by  virtue  of   the*  within-written   indenture,   such 
dividends  being  first  applied  in  discharge  of  interest 
due  and  to  grow  due  in  respect  of  the  said  SOOO/.  [re- 
main unpaid]  when  the  said  10,000/.  shall  become  due 
and  payable  to  the  said  John  Fenton  Cawthome  or  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  in  case  the  same 
shall  ever  become  so  due  and  payable,  shall  be  deducted 
and  retained  by  the  said  John  Lord  Delaval  out  of  the 
said  10,000/.  and  interest;  and  that  nothing  contained  in 
the  within-written  indenture  shall  in  anywise  prejudice 
or  affect  any  security  or  securities  which  the  said  John 
Lord  Delaval  hath  for  the  SOOO/.  and  interest" 

The  memorandum  was  signed  by  Lord  Delaval  at 
the  same  time  at  which  he  executed  the  deed. 

Mr.  Tennant  was  a  solicitor,  and  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Greene  and  Tennant,  who  were  the  solicitors  of 
Cawthome,  and,  as  such,  were  employed  in  obtaining  the 
signatures  of  several  of  his  creditors  to  the  trust  deed 
of  1797.  Messrs.  Greene  and  Tennant  accordingly 
applied  to  the  solicitors  of  Lord  Delaval,  to  obtain  his 

signature 
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signature  to  the  deed ;  but  Lord  Delaval^  by  the  advice        1837. 

of  his  solicitors,  declined  to  execute  it,  unless  his  rights 

and  remedies  as  mortgagee  under  the  indenture  of  the 

27th  of  May  1780  were  preserved ;  and  on  the  10th  of 

Jtdy   1797    Lord   DelavaFs   solicitors    received    irom 

Messrs.  Greene  and  Tennant  a  letter,  in  the  handwriting 

of  Mr.  Tennant,  in  the  following  terms  :  — 

«  Cawthome's  Trust  Deed.  —  Messrs.  Greene  and 
Tennanfs  compliments  to  Mr.  Farrer,  and  send  him 
enclosed  such  a  memorandum  to  be  endorsed  on  the 
deed  as  will  leave  Lord  Delaval  in  the  full  possession  of 
every  benefit  to  be  derived  from  his  security,  and  which 
they  trust  his  Lordship  and  Mr.  Farrer  will  think  suffi- 
cient.    Grai/s  Innj  Jviy  10.  1797" 

The  before-mentioned  memorandum  was  accordingly 
endorsed  on  the  deed  by,  or  by  direction  of,  Messrs. 
Greene  and  Tennant,  In  the  books  of  Messrs.  Greene 
9sA  Tennant^  between  entries  of  the  21st  of  June  1797, 
and  the  17thof  t/^y  1797,  was  an  entry  in  the  following 
terms:  *'  Attendances  on  Mr.  Farrer  to  fix  and  ascertain 
Lord  DelavaTs  debt,  and  writing  letters ;  and  at  length 
finally  settling  about  the  same ;  and  the  draft  of  a  special 
memorandum  to  be  endorsed,  and  endorsing  same." 

The  decree  in  these  causes  having  referred  it  to  the 
master  to  enquire  what  debts,  under  the  deed  of  the  21st 
of  June  1797,  and  what  other  charges,  mortgages  and 
incumbrances,  there  were  aiTeeting  the  hereditaments 
mentioned  in  the  pleadings,  and  the  before-mentioned 
sum  of  10,000/.,  the  representatives  of  Lord  Delaval^ 
on  the  25th  of  May  1835,  carried  in  a  claim  upon  that 
sum  of  10,000/.  for  the  sum  of  10,299/.  145.  6^,  as 
being  then  due,  for  principal  and  interest,  in  respect  of 
the  two  before-mentioned  debts  of  2000/.  and  1000/., 

after 
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18 37.  after  giving  credit  for  several  sums  received  by  Lord 
Delaval  on  account  of  interest  The  master  disallowed 
the  claim,  conceiving  that  Lord  Delaval^  by  executing 
the  deed  of  the  21$t  of  June  17979  in  manner  before- 
mentioned,  waived  all  his  rights  and  remedies  as  a  mort- 
gagee of  the  10,000/.  under  the  deed  of  the  27th  of  Mmf 
1780;  but  he  made  a  separate  report,  stating  all  the 
facts  before  mentioned. 

The  case  came  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  upon 
three  exceptions  to  the  report,  and  upon  a  petition,  pre- 
sented by  the  representatives  of  Lord  Delaval^  praying 
that  provision  might  be  made  for  satisfying  their  debt. 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  referred  it  back  to  the  master  to 
review  his  report  upon  the  second  and  third  exceptions, 
without  prejudice  to  any  question  between  the  parties  in 
the  causes,  and  ordered  the  petition  to  stand  over  in  the 
mean  time.  This  order  not  being  satisfactory  to  Lord 
DeUvoaCs  representatives,  they  presented  a  petition  of 
appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  praying  that  the  second 
and  third  exceptions  and  their  former  petition  might  be 
re-heard. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Sidebottom  supported  the  daim 
of  Lord  DelavaTs  representatives. 

Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Sharpe^  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Tinney^  Mr.  Simphinson^  Mr.  Duckworth,  Mr. 
EUisy  Mr.  Geldarty  Mr.  Tennant,  and  Mr.  J.  Russell 
appeared  for  the  other  parties. 

It  was  contended  that  the  memorandum  endorsed 
on  the  trust  deed  was  fraudulent,  illegal,  and  void,  as 
against  the   creditors ;   and   the   cases  of  Cockshatt  v; 

Befinettj 
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Bennett  (a),  Leicester  v.  Eose{h)j  Jackman  v.  MitcheU{c\        1837- 
Ex  parte  Sadler  and  Jackson  (J),  and  Spurret  v.  Spiller  {e) 
vrere  referred  to  in  support  of  this  position*     It  was  also 
argued  that  the  amount  of  Lord  DelavaFs  debt  must  be 
confined  to  the  penalty  of  the  bonds  given  to  him. 


The  Lord  Chancellor.  Avg.  s. 

It  appears  that  by  Mr.  Cawthome^s  marriage  settle- 
dement,  in  the  year  1778,  a  sum  of  10,000^.  was  settled 
upon  certain  trusts,  under  which,  after  his  own  death 
and  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  failure  of  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage, he  would  have  himself  an  absolute  interest ;  and 
by  deed  of  the  27th  of  May  1780,  he  made  this  contin- 
gent interest  in  the  capital  of  the  10,000^.  the  subject  of  a 
charge,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  due  to  Lord  DelavaL  A  question  was  raised 
whether  the  debt  now  due  to  Lord  Delaval  was  or  not 
to  be  confined  to  the  penalty  of  the  bonds ;  but,  looking 
at  the  terms  of  the  deed  of  1780,  I  see  no  ground  what- 
ever to  support  the  affirmative  of  that  proposition,  inas- 
much as  that  charge  is  made  for  the  sums  which  had  been 
advanced,  and  all  interest  due  and  to  grow  due  for  the 
same,  and  the  fund  is  made  redeemable  upon  payment 
of  those  sums  and  all  interest  The  bonds  were  col- 
lateral securities,  and  cannot  cut  down  the  security  of  the 
deed,  which  was  for  principal  and  interest. 

It  appears  that  that  deed  was  executed  in  the  year 
1780,  and  it  is  obvious  that  at  that  time,  only  two  years 
after  the  marriage,  this  was  a  very  remote  and  contingent 
property,  and  not  very  likely  to  be  available  for  the  pur- 
pose 

(fl)  2  T.  R,  763.  {d)  15  Ves.  52. 

(b)  4East^373.  {e)  1  Atk,  105. 

(c)  13  Fes,  581.  ' 
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pose  of  securing  what  it  purported  to  secure.  The  lives  were 
'  then  young,  and  it  was  not  at  all  certain  that  there  would 
not  be  children  of  the  marriage ;  but,  in  1797,  nineteen 
years  had  elapsed  since  the  marriage ;  the  lives  having 
become  seventeen  years  older,  therefore,  than  at  the  time 
of  the  security  of  1780 ;  and,  that  period  having  elapsed 
without  their  having  had  any  children,  it  was  an  infr» 
nitely  more  valuable  security. 

Now,  that  trust  deed  of  1797  is  the  deed  upon  which 
the  question  depends.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Canothorfi^s 
property  was  subject  to  some  debts  and  mortgages 
not  of  his  own  creating,  and  for  which,  therefore,  be 
was  not  personally  liable;  and  to  some  legacies;  and 
also  to  some  mortgages  and  judgments  of  his  own  cre- 
ating, and  for  which,  therefore,  he  was  personally  liable. 
His  interest  in  the  10,000/.  was  an  interest  subject  to 
the  charge  which  he  had  before  created  in  favour 
of  Lord  Dekwal,  The  trust  deed,  first  of  all,  re- 
cites his  tide  to  the  real  estates,  and  the  charges  due 
upon  those  estates  for  which  he  was  not  personally  liable, 
and  the  others  for  which  he  was  personally  liable ;  and  it 
also  recites  his  title  to  the  10,000/.,  and  expressly  recites 
the  charge  upon  that  sum  created  by  the  deed  of  1 780, 
and  recites  the  intention  of  assigning  all  Cawthomeh  in- 
terest in  the  10,000/. ;  and  then  conveys  the  real  estates, 
subject  to  the  mortgages  and  charges,  and  assigns  the 
10,000/.,  subject  to  Lord  DelavoTs  mortgage  security  for 
3000/.  and  interest.  The  property  conveyed  and  as- 
signed, therefore,  was  not  the  property  discharged  of  the 
mortgages,  but  that  which  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Cato- 
thomej  subject  to  the  charges  then  existing;  and  yet  the 
trusts  of  the  land  are  to  pay  the  mortgages,  not  only  those 
due  upon  the  land,  which  were  not  personal  charges  of 
Mr.Cawihomey  but  also  those  which  were  so;  and  the  deed 
directs  the  surplus  to  be  divided  among  his  other  creditors 

I  pro 
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pro  rath :  the  expression  is  *^  other  creditors."  It  provides,  1 8S7. 
first,  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  due  upon  the  security  of 
the  estates,  and  for  which  he  was  not  personally  liable ; 
and  then, — the  property  conveyed  being  property  sub- 
ject to  mortgages  and  judgments  of  his  own  creation, — 
it  provides  for  the  discharge  of  them;  clearly,  therefore 
not  contemplating  even  those  mortgagees  who  were 
creditors  of  Mr.  CavoiAome  personally  as  creditors  who 
were  to  participate  in  the  monies  to  arise  under  the 
trusts  of  this  deed.  In  short,  they  could  not  be  the 
creditors  intended,  because,  if  the  trusts  were  carried 
into  execution,  and  there  were  any  thing  to  divide,  it 
would  not  be  amongst  them.  Then  the  trust,  as  to  the 
10,000/.,  is  in  these  terms;  to  call  in  and  compel 
payment  of  all  and  whatsoever  should  then  remain 
due  and  payable  in  respect  of  the  10,000/.  —  To  get 
in  what  remains  of  the  10,000/.  must,  I  presume,  have 
had  reference  to  Lord  DelavdPs  claim,  because  the 
whole  had  been  assigned,  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  sum  should  be  reduced,  except  by  payment  of 
the  charge  to  Lord  DelavaL  Then  there  is  a  clause 
embracing  the  whole  of  the  1 0,000/. ;  and  the  trusts  of  it 
were  to  pay  the  mortgage  debts  and  other  incumbrances 
affecting  the  premises  —  the  premises  being  the  landed 
estates  as  well  as  the  10,000/.  —  and  to  divide  the  sur- 
plus among  the  other  creditors,  as  before. 

Now,  if  that  clause  were  confined  to  the  10,000/.,  it 
•  would  be  quite  clear  that  Lord  Delaval  was  not  intended 
to  be  included  in  the  description  of  the  <<  other  creditors," 
and  I  think  it  equally  clear,  that  it  was  intended  that  his 
debt  should  be  paid  out  of  the  10,000/.,  and  that  it  was 
not  contemplated  that  he  should  be  a  creditor  for  the 
purpose  of  coming  in  under  the  trust  deed,  and  partici- 
pating in  the  trust  funds.  The  creditors  were  made,  by 
the  deed,  .to  release  all  debts,  trusts,  or  claims  against 
Vol.  IIL  Y  Cawthome, 
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1887.  Cawihome,  or  his  estate  or  effects,  other  than  the  premises. 
The  premises  therein  comprised  were  not  the  lOyOOO/^^but 
the  10,000/L  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  Lord 
Delaval;  and  then  there  b  a  proviso,  which  makes  it  quite 
clear  that  it  was  intended  that  Lord  Delaval  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  10,000/.,  and  that  he  was  not  to 
come  in  as  a  creditor,  viz.  the  proviso  that  all  monies  re- 
ceived from  the  trust  premises  (of  which  the  10,0002.  was 
part)  should,  after  first  satisfying  and  discharging  thereout 
the  said  mortgages,  prior  charges,  and  incumbrances,  be 
distributed,  pro  rat&j  amongst  creditors  who  should  be 
admitted  by  the  trustees.  That  is  a  general  proviso,  ap- 
plicable to  all  the  trust  funds,  of  which  the  10,000/.  was 
part,  and  the  meaning  is  that  all  the  incumbrances  on 
the  property  should  be  paid,  and  the  surplus  divided ; 
that  is,  clearly,  amongst  creditors  remaining  unpaid,  and 
excluding  creditors  having  charges  upon  the  property, 
who  would  receive  payment  out  of  the  specific  property 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  charge.  Then  there  is  a 
provision  that  creditors  having  notes  should  give  them 
up,  but  none  that  creditors  having  charges  or  mortgages 
should  give  up  their  securities. 

From  this  it  appears  clear  that  neither  the  mortgagees 
of  the  land,  nor  Lord  Delaval  as  mortgagee  of  the 
10,000/.,  were  contemplated  as  parties  who  would  come 
in  under  the  trust  deed. 

Both  descriptions  of  property  were  vested  in  the 
trustees,  subject  to  the  mortgages  and  charges.  The 
trusts  of  both  were  to  pay  the  mortgagees,  and  to 
divide  the  surplus  among  the  other  creditors. 

The  first  trust  was  to  pay  the  mortgagees,  which 
could  not  be,  if  the  mortgagees  were  to  release  their 
mortgages.    The  holders  of  notes  were  to  give  them 

up. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  SI 5 

ups  bot  there  was  no  such  provision  as  to'mortgagees.  1837. 
Therefore,  thoagh  the  release  would,  in  its  terms,  dis- 
charge the  mortgage,  if  a  mortgagee,  executed  the  deed, 
it  is  clear  that  this  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  them, 
and  therefore  clear  that  there  was  no  contract  or  com- 
mon  purpose  between  the  mortgagees  and  the  other  cre- 
ditors. Messrs.  Greene  and  Tennantj  however,  as  solici- 
tors for  Mr.  Cawthomej  applied  to  Messrs.  Fairer  and 
Atkinson,  Lord  DelavaFs  solicitors,  to  get  him  to  sign. 
He  declined,  unless  his  security  under  the  deed  of  1780 
was  preserved.  Greene  and  Tennant  prepared  the  in- 
dorsement, stating  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  securing 
the  mortgage  upon  the  10,000/.  On  that  representation 
and  assurance  he  did  execute  the  deed,  at  the  same  time 
signing  the  indorsement,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
keep  alive  the  security  which  he  then  had  under  the  deed 
of  1 780.  Those  who  now  represent  Mr.  Cawtkome  insist 
that  the  effect  of  Liord  Delavcd's  executing  the  deed  was 
to  destroy  his  security  under  the  deed  of  1780,  and  that 
the  representations  and  promises  under  which  he  was 
induced  to  do  so,  are  to  be  rejected  at  their  application. 
If  the  mortgage  be  affected,  it  is  clearly  from  misap- 
prehension on  both  sides.  There  was  no  intention  to 
keep  the  transaction  secret ;  the  best  proof  of  which  is 
that  the  indorsement  was  made  on  the  deed  itself. 

Jackman  v.  Mitchell  {a)  was  cited  in  support  of  Mr. 
Cawthom^s  case.  That  case  decided  that  a  bond  given 
to  secure  the  deficiency  of  a  trust  fund,  under  a  com- 
position deed,  was  void ;  and  it  is  so  both  at  law  and  in 
equity.  There  is  no  question  here  as  to  any  additional 
security  being  void,  but  whether  an  existing  security, 
namely,  that  of  1780,  shall  be  held  void  under  the 
terms  of  the  release  of  the  trust  deed,  all  parties  having 

concurred 
(a)  13  ret.  581. 
Y  2 
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1837.  concurred  in  agreeing  that  it  should  not  What  Lord 
Delaval  did  by  signing  did  not  alter  the  situation  of  the 
creditors.  They  never  looked  to  more  than  the  lOfiOtiL% 
subject  to  his  mortgage ;  nor  was  there  any  secresy,  or 
intention  of  putting  them  in  a  worse  situation.  Lord 
EldoHj  in  that  case,  said  the  instrument  was  bad,  only 
because  it  was  proved  that  it  was  intended  to  be  kept 
secret  JEx  parte  Sadler  and  Jackson  (a)  is  upon  the 
same  principle ;  and  there  Lord  Eldon  offered  an  inquiry 
whether  the  additional  security  was  known  to  the  credi- 
tors. Leicester  v.  Rose  (b)  is  founded  upon  the  same 
principle,  that  is,  that  the  security  sought  to  be  enforced 
operated  as  a  fraud  upon  the  other  creditors.  Here, 
the  security  sought  to  be  enforced  is  the  deed  of  1 780, 
the  existence  and  validity  of  which  are  recognized  by  the 
trust  deed,  and  provision  made  by  it  for  carrying  the 
objects  of  it  into  effect 

The  decisions  referred  to  proceed  upon  clear  intelli- 
gible principles ;  but  they  do  not  appear  to  me  to  have 
any  application  to  the  present  case,  in  which  the  only 
question  is  whether  a  person  having  a  valid  security  for 
his  debt,  but  induced  by  the  debtor  to  execute  an  in- 
strument legally  affecting  such  security,  under  a  repre- 
sentation that  such  would  not  be  the  effect,  and  a 
promise  that  it  should  not,  is,  upon  the  application  of 
such  debtor,  to  be  held  to  be  deprived  of  such  original 
security.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  cannot  be 
considered  as  so  deprived.  It  was  contended  that  he 
has  waited  till  the  value  of  the  security  has  improved, 
before  he  raised  this  question.  Of  the  conduct  of  the 
parties,  debtor  and  creditor,  or  how  far  the  trust  deed 
has  been  acted  upon,  I  have  no  information,  the  Master 
having  grounded  his  finding  upon  the  simple  fact  of 

Lord 

(a)  \5  Vti.S^.  {b)  4  fiai/,579. 
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Lord  Delaval  having  executed  the  trust  deed.  Dif-  1837* 
fering,  as  I  do,  from  the  Master,  in  his  conclusion  upon 
this  simple  fact,  and  having  no  information  from  the 
report  as  to  any  other  part  of  the  case,  and  being  of 
opinion  that  it  will  be  much  more  convenient  and  less 
liable  to  error  that  the  whole  of  the  inquiries  directed 
by  the  decree  should  be  answered,  before  the  Court 
pronounces  any  final  judgment,  beyond  the  question 
raised  by  the  report,  I  think  that  the  proper  order  upon 
the  second  and  third  exceptions  will  be  to  declare  that 
Lord  Delaval  ought  not,  under  the  circumstances,  to  be 
considered  as  having,  by  executing  the  deed  and  signing 
the  memorandum,  waived  his  rights  and  remedies  as 
mortgagee  of  the  sum  of  10,000/.  under  the  deed  of  the 
27th  of  May  1780,  and  with  this  declaration  to  refer  it 
back  to  the  Master  to  review  his  report,  and  to  include 
his  finding  thereon  in  his  general  report. 


OLDHAM  V.  STONEHOUSE.  .    ',«/?;  ,^ 

A  T  the  hearing  of  this   cause  the  Vice-Chancellor  A  decree  har- 
'^^  made  a  decree,  by  which  the  Plaintiff  was  declared  in  the  court 
to  be  entitled  to  a  certain  kind  of  relief,  differing  from  ^^Z  "K*""**^ 
that  which  was  prayed  by  the  bill ;  and  he  ordered  the  anu  with 
Defendants  to  pay  the  costs.     The  Plaintiff,  being  dis-  £jf,5' Chan- 
satisfied  with  that  decree,  presented  a  petition  of  appeal  cellor,  upon  a 
against  the  whole  decree ;   and,  upon  argument,  the  Spn^^inst 
Lord  Chancellor  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  decree  *he  whole  de- 
complained  of  could  not  stand,  inasmuch  as  it  was  in-  \^j  ^he  Plain- 
consistent  with  the  scope  and  irame  of  the  bill;  and  Jjff, expressed 
*^  his  opinion 

further,  that  the  bill 
ought  to  bare 
been  dismissed  with  costs;  and  he  gave  the  Defendants  their  costs  of  the  cause,  up 
to  the  hearing,  but  not  the  costs  of  the  appeal. 

Y  S 
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18S8.       further,  that  upon  the  case  made  by  the  pleadings,  and 
^'tr*^^^"'^    upon  the  evidence  in  the  cause,  the  PlaintiflF  was  not 

0(J)HAK  ^ 

V.  entitled  to  any  decree  whatever,  and  that  his  bill  ought 

Stonehouse.  therefore  to  have  been  dismissed  with  costs. 

Such  being  his  Lordship's  judgment  upon  the  merits, 
the  question  then  arose,  how  far,  upon  an  appeal  by  a 
party  who  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  reversal  of  the  de- 
cree complained  of,  the  Court  was  at  liberty,  or  would 
be  disposed  to  make  any  order  against  him  as  to  costs, 
where  the  decree  of  the  Court  below  bad  given  him  his 
costs. 

Mr.  Knight  Bruce  and  Mr.  Kacy  for  the  Plaintiff,  who 
appealed. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Lioydy  Mr.  Spence  and  Mr. 
Jacobf  for  different  Defendants. 


January  IS.        ^^  LoRD   CHANCELLOR   (after  shortly  stating  the 

facts). 

• 

The  Vice-Chancellor,  acting  upon  a  particular  view 
of  the  case,  made  a  certain  decree,  and  in  conformity 
with  that  view,  directed  the  Defendants  to  pay  the 
costs.  The  Plaintiff,  not  satisfied  with  that  result,  has 
succeeded  in  shewing  the  Court  of  appeal  that  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  case  might  and  ought  to  have  been 
taken,  and  that  no  decree  ought  to  have  been  made. 
It  would  be  a  strange  thing  if  the  Court,  after  taking 
away  the  decree  which  was  the  foundation  of  his  right, 
should  still  give  him  the  costs  which  were  incident  to 
the  decree.  The  Plaintiff  having  thought  fit  to  present 
a  petition  of  rehearing  against  the  whole  decree,  the 
Defendants  were  entitled  to  raise  every  question  (and 

among 
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among  others  the  question  of  their  costs)  which  pro-        1838. 
perly  arose  out  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  appeal ;  and     ^TT*"*^"^^ 
I  am  bound  to  deal  with  the  cause  as  if  it  now  came  «. 

before  me  upon  the  original  hearing.     Supposing  that  to   Stonehousb. 
be  so,  I  should  certainly,  in  dismissing  the  bill,  give 
the  Defendants  their  costs ;  and  it  is  only  upon  those 
terms  that  the  Plaintiff  can  be  entided  to  get  rid  of  the 
decree  which  he  has  impeached  by  his  present  appeal. 

The  result  is,  that  the  Defendants  must  have  their 
costs  of  the  suit,  up  to  and  inclusive  of  the  hearing; 
but  I  cannot  give  them  their  costs  of  setting  the  de- 
cree right 


In  the  Matter  of  JOHN  ISAAC,  a  tenant  pur  jy^  35^ 

atder  vie* 

TTNDER  an  order  dated  the  22nd  of  April  18S7,  An  order  to 
^^  certain  costs,  as  taxed  by  the  Master,  were  ordered  money  toV 

to  be  paid  to  Alice  Isaac^  by  Emma  Meyrick.     The  affi-  particular 

^  *^  person,  by  a 

davit  of  Hugh  Williams^  therein  described  as  clerk  to  day  stated,  is 

H.  R  Williams,  gentleman,  stated,  that  on  the  5th  of  |[^f*|i^?^, 

March  1838,  the  deponent  personally  served  Emma  Mey^  founded  on  a 

rick  with  a  true  copy  of  the  order  of  the  22nd  ot  April  ^^ndTuhT 

18S7»  and  also  with  the  Master's  certificate  of  the  amount  made,  and  a 

of  the  costs,  which  had  been  taxed  at  108/*  5s.  Bd.,  and      a  deman?^' 

that  he  at  the  same  time  personally  demanded  payment  ™*^®  ^y  * 

person  not 
of  that  sum  of  Emma  Meyrick,  who  then  refused  to  duly  aotho- 

pay  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  and  had  not  since  It^^rJ^  "l**® 
*   ^  .  '^  amounts  to 

paid  the  same,  either  to  the  deponent,  or  to  Alice  Isaac,  nothing,  al- 

or  to  any  person  on  her  account  par^^uwin 

Upon  whom  the 
demand  is 
made  does  Dot,  at  the  time,  assign  the  want  of  the  demandant's  authority  as  a  reason 
for  refusing  the  demand. 

Y  4 
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1838.  Upon  a  motion  supported  by  this  affidavit,  the  Vice- 

I    tlP^I^t     c^^fi^cellor  made  an  order,  that  Emma  Meyrick  should, 

of  Isaac.      within  a  week  from  the  service  of  the  order,  pay  to  Alice 

IscuzCf  or  her  solicitors,  the  amount  of  her  taxed  costs  as 

certified  by  the  Master,  together  with  the  costs  of  the 

application. 

Mr.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  Girdlesione  now  moved  to  dis- 
charge that  order,  which  was,  they  submitted,  improper. 
There  was  nothing  to  shew  that  payment  of  the  costs 
had  ever  been  duly  demanded ;  for  it  did  not  appear,  and 
indeed  it  was  not  pretended  that  Hugh  Williams^  de- 
scribed as  the  clerk  of  another  person  of  the  same  name, 
who  was  not  even  stated  to  be  Alice  Isaac's  solicitor, 
had  any  express  authority,  much  less  a  power  of  at- 
torney, to  receive  and  give  a  discharge  for  the  payment; 
Smith's  Chancery  Practice  {a)^  Wilkins  v.  Stevens  (b), 
Brandon  v.  Brandon,  (c)  The  order  complained  of  was 
also  irregular,  because  it  was  made  at  the  cost  of  Emma 
Meyricki  who,  if  the  taxed  costs  had  not  been  duly  de» 
manded  of  her,  had  never  been  in  any  default 

Mr.  Richards^  contra. 

The  passage  cited  from  Smith's  Practice  obviously 
refers  only  to  the  case  of  a  person  who  makes  no  ap- 
pearance to  resist  the  application.  Here,  Emma  Mey- 
rick  appeared  upon  the  motion  before  the  Vice-chancellor 
and  opposed  it ;  but  she  never  put  her  refusal  to  pay 
upon  the  ground  that  the  party  who  served  her  had  no 
authority  to  receive  the  money.  Brandon  v.  Brandon  and 
WiUcins  v.  Stevens  have  no  application,  for  they  were 
both  cases  of  proceedings  with  respect  to  an  attach- 
ment, where,  therefore,  personal  liberty  was  concerned. 
As  to  the  costs  of  the  present  order,  there  .can  be  no 
appeal  for  costs  only. 

The 

{a)  Vol.  i.  p.  445.  a  ed.  (c)  1  Bo»,  4*  Ptd.  394. 

\b)  19F<?1. 117. 
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7%^  Lord  Chancellor.  I8S8. 

The  question  here  is,  whether  you  had  a  right  to  the  ]„  the  Matter 
order  fixing  the  time  of  payment,  without  first  shewing  of  Isaac. 
that  you  had  made  a  demand.  I  think  it  was  incumbent 
on  you  to  shew  that  you  had  duly  demanded  payment. 
Now  a  demand  made  by  a  person  not  armed  with  any 
authority  to  receive  payment  (and  it  is  not  shewn  that 
Williams  had  any  such  authority),  amounts  to  nothing. 
It  was  not  necessary,  I  apprehend,  for  Mrs.  Meyrick  to 
assign  any  reason  why  she  refused  to  pay ;  but  the  ab- 
sence of  that  authority,  though  not  stated  by  her,  was  the 
best  reason  in  the  world  for  her  refusal.  Unless,  there- 
fore, you  can  make  out  that  the  practice  of  the  Court  is, 
without  any  demand,  to  grant  a  short  order  fixing  the 
time  of  payment,  I  think  you  have  not  brought  your« 
self  within  the  rule,  and  that  the  Vice-chancellor's  order 
roust  be  discharged,  and  the  costs  of  the  order  repaid. 


1837. 
JOcc*  S2 

The  Marquess  of  EXETER  v.  The  Marchioness  of        jgjg^ ' 
EXETER  and  Others.  Jan.  si. 

June  98. 
TTPON  the  treaty  of  marriage  between  the  Plaintiff  The  Court 
^   and  the  Defendant,  the  Marchioness  of  Exeter,  SjS'n  the'JS' 
then  Isabella  Poyntz,  daughter  of  W.  S.  PoyjitZy  Esq.,  dence,  that  a 
written  proposals  for  a  settlement  were,  by  the  Plain-  Miiption  of 
tiff's  directions,   drawn  up   by  his  solicitors,  Messrs.  P^opcfty  had 
FouUceSi  Langfordj  and  Walford,  and  by  them  submitted  inadvertently 
to  the  solicitors  employed  on  behalf  of  Miss  PowUz.  ^"  *  wtile- 
Messrs.  Forster,  Frere,  and  Cook,  by  whom,  after  some  for  the  pur- 
alterations,  they  were  finally  agreed  to  and  adopted.         an*wtat^*"""* 

The  ^^'i*^*'  *l»e 
general  de- 
scription would  in  terms  comprise,  made  a  declaration  that  the  general  description 
hacf  been  inserted  by  mistake,  so  far  as  regarded  the  estate  in  question,  and  gave 
Oie  parties  liberty  to  apply  as  they  might  be  advised. 
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18S7.  The  proposals  stated  that  Lord  Exeter  would  convey 

^"^'^^T^^     a  portion  of  his  estates,  to  be  thereafter  agreed  on,  to 
Marquess  of   trustees,  in  the  first  place,  for  securing  an  annual  sum 
ExETKE       ^f  350/.,  for  pin  money  for  Miss  Poyntz^  during  the  joint 
The         lives  of  herself  and  Lord  Exeter^  and  subject  thereto,  to 
o^Ezetek!'    ^^^  "^^  ^^  ^^  Lordship  for  life ;  and  after  his  decease, 
for  securing  a  jointure  of  40002.  a  year  to  Miss  Poyntx^ 
if  she  survived  him,  to  be  reduced  however  to  SOOOL 
a  year  in  the  event  of  her  becoming  entitled  in  posses- 
sion to  one  third  of  her  mother's  estates;  and,  subject  to 
this  jointure,  to  trustees,  in  the  usual  manner,  for  rais- 
ing sums,  not  exceeding  20,000/.  in  the  whole,  as  por- 
tions for  younger  children ;  with  remainders  to  the  use 
of  the  first  and  other  sons  of  the  marriage,  and  their 
issue  male,  and  on  failure  of  such  issue,  to  the  use  of 
Lord  Exeter^  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

A  list  of  the  names  and  rentals  of  the  several  estates 
intended  to  be  comprised  in  the  settlement,  and  the  total 
rental  of  which  was  stated  at  the  sum  of  20,934/.,  was  sub- 
sequently laid  before  Messrs.  Forster^  Frere^  and  Cook^ 
on  behalf  of  Miss  PqyntZj  for  their  approbation ;  and, 
after  some  slight  variations,  was  finally  agreed  to.  In  this 
list  the  estates  were  arranged  alphabetically  under  the 
counties  in  which  they  were  respectively  situate :  the  only 
Lincolnshire  estates  specified  in  it  were  Bourne^  Bourne 
FenLands^  and  Morton^  of  which  the  rentals  were  stated 
at  1528/.  125.,  279/.  45.,  and  275/.  135.  respectively. 

Shortly  afterwards,  an  indenture  of  settlement  was  ex- 
ecuted, dated  the  8th  of  May  1824,  by  which  the  estates 
therein  specified  and  described  were  conveyed  by  Lord 
Exeter  to  uses  and  upon  trusts  similar  to  those  stated 
in  the  proposals.  In  the  deed,  after  a  particular  enu- 
meration and  description,  by  their  parcels  and  occupy- 
ing tenants,  of  the  several  estates  therein  comprised, 
situate  in  the  counties  of  Northampton^  Bed/ord^  Budk- 

tngham. 
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ingham^  and  Lincoln^  wbich  estates  corresponded  exactly  1837. 

with  those  enumerated  in  the  list  before  mentioned,  ^*^!nf^ 

came  these  words,  —  **  and  all  other  the  manors,  mes-  Marquess  of 

suages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises  B^uteb 

of  the  said  Marquess  of  Exeter,  within  the  said  counties  The 

of  NariAamplan,  Bedford,  Buckingham,  and  Lincoln:'  ^"exrti^ 

The  marriage  of  the  Plaintiff  and  Miss  Pqyniz  was  so- 
lemnised a  few  days  after  the  execution  of  the  settlement, 
and  there  were  issue  of  the  marriage  four  children. 


Besides,  the  Lincolnshire  estates  enumerated  in  the 
list,  and  specifically  mentioned  and  described  in  the  set- 
tlement, the  Plaintiff,  at  the  time  when  he  executed  it, 
was  also  seised  in  fee  simple  of  another  estate  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  within  the  borough  of  Stamford,  com- 
monly called  the  Stamford  estate,  extending  over  several 
parishes  within  the  borough  of  Stamford,  and  yielding  a 
rental  of  nearly  50002.  a  year. 

Doubts  having  arisen,  whether,  by  force  of  the  general 
words  before  stated,  the  Stamford  estate  was  not,  by  legal 
construction,  comprised  in  the  indenture,  so  as  to  pass 
by  the  conveyance  and  be  subject  to  the  uses  of  the  settle- 
ment, the  present  bill  was  filed  to  have  it  declared  that 
the  estate  in  question  was  not  intended  to  be  so  com- 
prised, and  ought  to  be  released  from  the  trusts  thereof, 
and  that  the  general  words  had  been  inserted  by  mis- 
take; and  to  have  the  mistake  rectified. 

Samuel  Forster  (one  of  the  partners  in  the  house  of 
Forster,  Frere,  and  Cook)  identified  a  paper  writing, 
marked  B,  as  being  the  list  of  the  estates  which  were  pro- 
posed and  intended  to  be  settled  by  the  Plaintiff,  and 
which  were  agreed  to  by  all  parties  as  the  estates  to  be 
comprised  in  the  settlement.  He  further  deposed  that  it 
was  bis  firm  conviction  and  belief,  that  the  Plaintiff  did 

not 


S24  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1 887.  not  intend  that  nny  other  estate  besides  those  enumerated 

""^^X^  ^°  ^^^  ^^^  should  be  included  in  the  parcels  contained 

Marquess  of  in  the  settlement;  and  that  it  was  never  proposed,  either 

£x8T£E  jjy  ^j.  ^  jjjj^  ^^g  deponent)  as  the  acting  solicitor  of  the 


r. 


The         lady,  that  any  other  estates  besides  those  named  in  the 
ofExBTEE?    produced  list  should  be  settled  by  the  Plaintiff  on  the 
i  occasion  of  his  marriage :  that  no  instructions  were  ever 

given  by  the  Plaintiff  to  the  deponent,  or,  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge,  to  any  other  person,  that  the  general 
words  in  question  should  be  inserted  in  the  settlement ; 
and  that  he  could  only,  therefore,  account  for  their  in- 
sertion by  supposing  that  they  had  been  introduced 
inadvertently,  or  merely  for  the  purpose  of  including 
any  of  the  lands  specified  in  the  list,  which  might  pos* 
sibly  have  been  omitted  in  the  description  given  of  them 
in  the  parcels. 

It  appeared  upon  an  inspection  of  the  document 
marked  B,  that  the  estates  specified  in  it  were  the  same 
as  those  described  in  the  settlement,  exclusive  of  the 
general  words  which  were  used  in  the  settlement,  and, 
of  course,  exclusive  of  the  Stamford  estate. 

It  was  proved,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Walford  the 
younger,  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Walford  and  Sons, 
who  were  the  successors  in  business  of  Messrs.  Foulkes^ 
Langfbrd^  and  Watfbrd^  that  he  had  found,  tied  up 
with  the  proposals  and  the  other  papers  relating  to 
the  settlement,  a  list  of  the  estates  proposed  to  be 
.  settled,  and  that  on  comparing  the  parcels  contained 
in  the  settlement,  they  fully  and  accurately  described 
the  parishes  and  townships  within  which  the  estates 
named  in  the  list  were  situate,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  occupying  tenants,  and  that  they  did  not 
mention  or  include  any  other  lands  beyond  those  spe- 
cified in  such  list,  except  by  the  general  words.  The 
same  witness  farther  deposed  that  the  Stamford  estate 

was. 
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was,  in  point  of  rental,  double  the  value  of  any  of  the 
estates  mentioned  and  enumerated  in  the  settlement,  and 
that  the  number  of  tenants  upon  it  amounted  to  S80 ;  that 
it  was  not  in  any  manner  comprised  or  included  in  the 
list;  and  that  neither  the  estate  nor  any  of  the  town- 
ships or  parishes  within  which  it  was  situate,  nor  any  of 
the  occupying  tenants  thereof,  were  mentioned  by  name 
in  the  settlement. 


1837. 


The 
Marquess  of 

EZETEB 
V. 

The 
Marchioness 

ofExBTER. 


Sir  C  WethereU  and  Mr.  JemmetU  in  support  of  the 
biU^  submitted  first,  that  from  the  instruments  on  which 
the  settlement  was  based,  namely,  the  proposals  and  list, 
it  was  obvious  that  the  Stamford  estate  was  never  meant 
to  be  included  in  it ;  secondly,  that  the  evidence  "with 
respect  to  the  object  and  intention  of  the  parties  was 
such  as  to  be  clearly  admissible ;  and  thirdly,  that  that 
evidence,  if  admitted,  placed  beyond  a  doubt  the  exist- 
ence and  nature  of  the  mistake,  which  the  Court,  as  it 
had  the  means,  so  it  had  also  the  jurisdiction  to  rectify. 
They  referred  to  Rogers  v.  Earl  (a),  Thomas  v.  Davis  (ft), 
Yow^  v.  Young  {c\  Alexander  v.  Crosbie  (rf),  JTie  Duke 
of  Be^ord  v.  The  Marquess  of  Abercom  (^),  Simpson  v. 
Simpson  (g),  Sir  Edward  Sugden  on  Vendors  and  Pur- 
chasers {h\  as  authorities  for  these  propositions. 


Mr.  Sideboitom^  for  some  of  the  parties,  did  not  deny 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court;  but  he  observed  that  the 
list  which  was  proved  in  the  cause,  came  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Marchioness's  solicitor,  and  the  evidence 
did  not  distinctly  connect  it  either  with  the  proposal, 
or  with  any  thing  in  the  way  of  contract  between  the 
parties. 

Mr. 


(«)  1  Dkk,  994. 
{h)  1  Dic^.  301. 
(c)  Cited  in  1  Dick.  295.  and 
308. 

{ji)  1  Uoyd  4r  GcM^  145 


(e)  1  Mjflne  4-  Crai^,S1S. 
\g)  V.  C.  July  1S37,  not  re- 
ported. 

^)  Vol.i.  p.  161.  9th  ed. 
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1887.  Mr.  Barber  and  Mr.  F.  Watford  appeared  for  other 

^r^     parties. 
Marquess  of 
ExBTM  'pj^g  Lord  Chancellor,  after  remarking  that  there 

The         could  be  no  question  as  to  the  jurisdiction,  said  that 
of£xsTu*    (although  he  saw  no  difficulty  in  the  case,  he  should  look 
into  the  documentary  evidence   and   the  depositions 
before  making  a  decree. 


189S.  The  Lord  Chancellor. 

June  SS. 

I  have  looked  through  the  pleadings  in  this  cause, 

and  the  papers  and  the  three  exhibits,  1st,  the  proposal 
for  II  settlement,  2dly,  tlie  list  or  particular  of  the 
estates  proposed  to  be  settled,  and  Sdly,  the  settlement 
itself;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  (the  tiro 
former  documents  being  distinctly  identified),  brings 
the  case  within  the  principle  upon  which  this  Court 
exercises  its  jurisdiction  of  correcting  mistakes  in  settle- 
ments. 

It  is,  I  think,  clear  that  what  is  called  the  Stamford 
estate  in  Lincolnshirey  no  part  of  which  is  specified  in 
the  list,  or  described  in  the  settlement,  except  under  the 
words,  *'  all  other  the  manors,  lands,"  &c.  of  Lord  Exeter 
*^  within  the  counties  of  Northampton^  Bedford^  Buckitig^ 
ham^  and  Lincoln^''  was  not  intended  to  be  included  in 
the  settlement;  and  that  it  formed  no  part  of  the  pro- 
posal or  of  the  contract,  but  was  so  included  by  mis- 
take. I  think,  therefore,  that  the  decree  ought  to  declare 
that  to  be  so,  and  direct  a  reconveyance  of  that  estate. 


The  decree,  as  drawn  up,  merely  declared  that  the 
general  words  had  been  inserted  by  mistake,  so  far  as 
regarded  the  &am^r^  estate,  and  gave  the  parties  liberty 
to  apply,  as  they  might  be  advised. 
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1837. 


Ex  parte  PRIDEAUX,  In  re  BUSH  and  i837. 

PRIDE  AUX,  ^'«*- 

1858. 

THIS  was  an  appeal  (by  way  of  special  case)  from  a  .        .  ,   ' 
-     .  .         ^  ^^^  n  ^     >  An  articled 

decision  of  the  Court  of  Review.  clerk  to  an 

attorney  and 

The  bankrupts,  Bush  and  Prideaux,  were  attorneys  an^  ^tlln^a^ 

solicitors,  carrying  on  business  in  copartnership  at  Bristol.  P"!®??'". 

In  the  month  of  October  1834,  James  Flower  Fussell  be-  meaning  of 

came  the  articled  clerk  of  Busk  ;  and  upon  that  occasion  the  forty-ninth 

'^  section  of  the 

articles  of  agreement  in  the  ordinary  form  were  entered  Bankrupt  Act, 

into  between  Fussell  and  his  mother  (as  his  natural  ^^•'*'<^'^^' 
guardian)  of  the  one  part,  and  Bush  of  the  other  part. 
By  the  articles,  Fussell^  in  substance,  bound  himself 
faithfully  and  diligently  to  serve  Bush  as  his  clerk  in  the 
profession  of  an  attorney  and  solicitor  for  five  years  then 
next  ensuing,  and  for  that  period  to  attend  regularly 
during  the  hours  therein  specified,  at  the  office  of  Bush 
and  his  partner;  and  it  was  thereby  further  agreed  that 
Mrs.  Fussell  should,  during  the  term,  provide  her  son 
with  board  and  lodging  and  suitable  apparel  and  other 
necessaries ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and 
of  300/.  paid  to  Bush^  it  was  agreed  that  he.  Bushy  should 
take  Fussell  as  his  clerk  for  five  years,  and  should,  to 
the  utmost  of  his  skill,  instruct  him  in  the  practice  and 
profession  of  an  attorney  and  solicitor,  and,  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  use  his  best  endeavours  to  procure  him  to 
be  duly  admitted  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity,  pro- 
vided that  Fussell  should  have  faithfully  served  his  in* 
tended  clerkship.  There  was  also  a  proviso  that  in 
case  Bush  should  die  before  the  expiration .  of  the  term, 
a  part  of  the  premium  should  be  repaid,  proportioned 
to  the  period  which  should  be  then  unexpired. 

Fussell 


dS8 
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Ex  parte 
Pridbaux. 


FusseU  entered  upon  his  service  under  the  articles  on 
the  4th  of  October  1884,  and  continued  in  such  service 
until  the  22d  o(  April  1836,  when  a  joint  fiat  was  sued 
out  against  Bush  and  Prideaux^  as  scriveners,  under 
which  they  were  found  bankrupts.  During  the  whcde 
of  the  intermediate  period,  Fussell  was  lodged  and  main* 
tained  by  his  mother. 


The  Court  of  Review,  upon  the  petition  of  jFiosaS  and 
his  mother,  made  an  order  declaring  that  the  commis- 
sioners should  be  at  liberty  to  order  to  be  paid  to  Fuudl^ 
or  for  hb  use,  such  sum  as,  having  regard  to  the  amount 
of  the  premium  originally  paid,  and  the  period  of  the  ser- 
vice already  passed,  they  should  think  reasonable,  (a) 


The  special  case  submitted  that  Fussell  was  not  an 
apprentice  within  the  true  meaning  of  the  6  G.  4.  r.  16. 
5.  49.  (6),  and  that  he  was  not  entitled  as  such  to  any 
payment  in  respect  of  the  fee  of  300/. 

Mr. 


(a)  5  Moni,  f  Aj^.  67.^  where 
the  case  is  reported  upon  the 
hearing  in  the  Court  below. 

(b)  The  two  sections  of  the 
Bankrupt  Act,  upon  which  the 
argument  of  the  case  chiefly 
turned,  are  as  follows;  — 

Sect.  48.  *<  And  be  it  enacted, 
that  when  any  bankrupt  shall 
have  been  indebted,  at  the  time 
of  issuing  the  commission  against 
him,  to  any  servant  or  clerk  of 
such  bankrupt,  in  respect  of 
the  wages  or  salary  of  such  ser- 
vant or  clerk,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  commissioners,  upon 
proof  thereof,  to  order  so  much 
as  shall  be  so  due  as  aforesaid, 
not  exceeding  six  months'  wages 
or  salary,,  to  be  paid  to  such 


servant  or  clerk  out  of  the  estate 
of  such  bankrupt;  and  such  ser- 
vant or  clerk  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  prove  under  the  commission* 
for  any  sum  exceeding  such  last- 
mentioned  amount/* 

Sect  49.  ''  And  be  it  enacted, 
that  where  any  person  shall  be 
an  apprentice  to  a  bankrupt  at 
the  time  of  issuing  of  the  com- 
mission against  him,  the  issuing 
of  such  commission  shall  be  and 
enure  as  a  complete  discharge 
of  the  indenture  or  indentures 
whereby  such  apprentice  was 
bound  to  such  bankrupt ;  and  if 
any  sum  shall  have  been  really 
and  botid  fide  paid  by  or  on  the 
behalf  of  such  apprentice  to  the 
bankrupt  as  an  apprentice  fee, 

it 


pRIOfiAVX. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  ,829 

Mr.  BetheUt  in  support  of  the  appeal.  1837. 

The  sole  question  here  is  upon  the  construction  of  Ex  porte 
the  forty-ninth  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Act.  The 
Judges  in  the  Court  below,  anxious  to  relieve  the  party, 
in  a  case  which  seemed  hard,  and  overlooking  the  hard- 
ship which  would  thereby  be  occasioned  to  the  general 
body  of  creditors,  whose  rights  were  of  course  propor- 
tionably  prejudiced,  decided,  by  a  majority  of  their 
number  (but  against  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Judge), 
that  an  articled  clerk  came  within  the  scope  and  mean- 
ing of  the  section,  and  that  Fussell  was  therefore  entitled 
to  have  a  portion  of  the  premium  repaid.  There  is  no 
warrant,  however,  in  the  language  of  the  section,  or  the 
general  purview  of  the  act,  for  any  such  construction. 
The  articled  clerk  of  an  attorney  or  solicitor  is  not 
within  the  mischief  intended  to  be  provided  against,  be- 
cause his  employer,  not  being  within  the  operation  of 
the  bankrupt  laws,  cannot,  at  least  in  his  professional 
character,  be  the  subject  of  a  fiat  or  commission.  It  has 
never  hitherto  been  supposed,  far  less  decided,  that  an 
articled  clerk,  though  certainly  in  a  sense  he  may  be 
called  an  apprentice,  inasmuch  as  one  object  of  his  being 
so  articled  is  that  he  may  be  instructed  in  the  profession 
of  the  law,  is,  either  in  common  parlance  or  legal  lan- 
guage, an  apprentice.  In  the  popular,  no  less  than  the 
legislative  meaning;  of  the  wordj  an  apprentice  is  one 
who  is  bound  by  ^adentures  to  serve  for  a  term  of  years 
with  a  person  carrrying  on  some  trade  or  handicraft  em- 
ployment, 

it  ihall  be  lawful  for  the  com-  the  sum  so  paid  by  or  on  behalf 
miflsiooers,  upon  proof  thereof,  of  such  apprentice  to  the  bank- 
to  order  any  sum  to  be  paid  to  rupt,  and  to  the  time  during 
or  for  the  use  of  such  apprentice  which  such  apprentice  shall  have 
which  they  shall  think  reason-  resided  with  the  bankrupt  pre- 
able;  regard  being  had  in  estimat-  vious  to  the  issuing  of  the  com- 
ing such  sum  to  the  amount  of  mission." 

Vol.  III.  Z 
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18S7*  ployment,  and  who,  in  consideration  of  the  services  which 
^"■"^^^^  hd  renders,  is  to  be  taught  the  business,  and  to  reside 
Prxoeaux.  under  the  roof  of  his  master.  That  living  in  the  house 
of  the  master  is  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  character 
of  apprenticeship,  is  clear  from  the  language  c^  the 
forty-ninth  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Act,  which  says, 
that  in  estimating  the  sum  to  be  repaid,  regard  shall  be 
had  to  the  time  during  which  the  apprentice  shall  have 
resided  with  the  bankrupt  The  provisions  of  that  sec- 
tion were  obviously  intended  to  apply  only  to  trade 
apprentices,  and  not  to  persons  placed  with  members  of 
a  liberal  profession,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  pro- 
fessional education.  The  connection  between  a  solicitor 
and  his  articled  clerk  is  of  a  totally  different  nature 
from  that  which  subsists  between  a  tradesman  and  his 
apprentice.  The  articled  clerk  does  not  usually  board 
or  lodge  in  the  solicitor's  house,  and,  except  during 
office  hours,  he  is  not  subject  to  his  authority  or  control. 
The  business  of  the  solicitor  is  not  necessarily  suspended 
or  destroyed  by  his  becoming  a  bankrupt,  and  the  ser- 
vices of  the  articled  clerk  may,  notwithstanding,  continue 
to  be  available  to  his  employer,  and  useful  and  instruc- 
tive to  himself. 

Mr.  Swanston  and  Mr.  Bacotiy  contrd. 

Before  the  passing  of  die  late  Bankrupt  Act,  the  ardded 
clerk  of  an  attorney  was,  ;n  practice,  always  considered 
as  an  apprentice ;  Newton  v.  Bowse  (a) ;  and  so,  in  fieict,  he 
is,  for  he  is  bound  to  his  master  by  articles  (which  are 
in  equity  tantamount  to  indentures),  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  learning  the  business  of  an  attorney.  The  forty- 
ninth  section  was  only  introduced  into  the  Bankrupt 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  legislative  sanction  to  a 
practice  which  this  Court,  sitting  in  bankruptcy,  in  the 

exercise 
(a)  1  Vern,  460. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY,  SSI 

exercise  of  its  equitable  jurisdiction,  had  established  long  1 8S7. 
before;  Ex  parte  SancBn/ {a\  BarvoeU  y.  Ward,  {b)  And  ^"^T^*^*^^ 
the  object  of  the  legislature  in  enacting  it,  was  to  relieve  Prideaux. 
apprentices  of  every  description  from  the  degrading  situ- 
ation in  which  they  would  feel  themselves  placed  by  the 
bankruptcy  of  their  masters.  Articled  clerks  are  as  much 
within  the  mischief  as  any  other  species  of  apprentices ; 
for  what  can  be  more  injurious  and  degrading  to  a  young 
man  than  to  be  obliged  to  remain,  until  the  expiration  of 
his  articles,  in  the  service  of  a  person  whose  business,  in 
consequence  of  his  bankruptcy,  must  of  necessity  be 
greatly  diminished,  or,  more  probably,  ruined  ?  That  the 
employer  was  not,  qud  attorney,  liable  to  the  bankrupt 
laws,  makes  the  case  of  the  articled  clerk  only  the  more 
cruel,  for  in  proportion  as  the  event  is  discreditable  to 
his  master,  it  is  likely  to  be  injurious  to  himself.  The 
distinction  suggested  between  trade  apprentices  and 
apprentices  of  other  kinds  is  untenable.  Youths  who 
are  bound  to  engravers,  ship-captains,  surgeons,  and 
other  classes  of  persons  who  are  not  subject  to  the 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  are  still  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term  apprentices,  and  many  of  such  ap- 
prentices do  not  reside  in  the  houses  of  their  employers. 
The  case  of  the  articled  clerk  of  an  attorney  being 
clearly  within  the  mischief,  and  not  being  provided 
for  by  the  forty-eighth  section,  it  falls,  by  a  necessary 
implication,  within  the  forty-ninth,  upon  which  the 
Court  has  always  been  in  the  habit  of  putting  a  liberal 
construction;  Ex  parte  Haynes  (c).  Ex  parte  Gaugh,  {d) 

Mr.  BetheU,  in  reply,  observed  that  none  of  the  au- 
thorities referred  to  applied  to  the  case  of  an  articled 
clerk  to  an  attorney,  with  the  exception  of  Newton  v. 

Bowse 

(a)  1  Atk.  149.  (c)  2  GL  4*  J,  123. 

(6)  1  Alt,  860.  {d)  3  Deac.  4*  Ch.  189. 

Z  2 
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18S7.  Bawset  which  turned  upon  the  construction  of  the  con- 
^"^T^^^^  tract,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  bankruptcy.  If 
Paiobaux.  the  respondent  was  anxious  to  be  relieved,  as  he  pro- 
fessed, from  the  disparaging  connection,  he  might  apply 
for  an  order  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  which  had 
authority  to  discharge  him  from  his  articles  by  virtue  of 
its  general  jurisdiction  over  attorneys. 


1838.  J^e  Lord  Chancellor. 

Jpril26. 

The  question  raised  upon  this  special  case  is,  whether 
the  clerk  of  an  attorney,  that  attorney  becoming  bank-* 
rupt  in  consequence  of  some  other  business  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  forty- 
ninth  section  of  6  G.  4.  r.  16.  By  the  preceding  clause 
it  is  enacted,  that  where  any  bankrupt,  &c.  [His  Lord- 
ship, having  read  the  forty-eighth  and  forty-ninth  sections 
of  the  act,  proceeded.]  Now  these  two  clauses  come 
immediately  in  connection  with  each  other.  The  one 
speaks  of  clerks,  and  the  other  of  apprentices,  and  the 
question  is,  whether  an  articled  clerk  of  an  attorney  is  an 
apprentice  within  the  meaning  of  the  forty-ninth  section. 

In  one  sense,  undoubtedly,  it  may  be  said  that  a  clerk 
is  an  apprentice  to  the  attorney  with  whom  he  is  placed ; 
he  is  placed  with  him  partly  for  the  purpose  of  qualify- 
ing him  to  be  admitted  as  an  attorney  under  the  act  of 
parliament,  and  partly  to  learn  the  business  of  an  at- 
torney ;  and  in  that  sense  he  may  be  said  to  be  an  ap- 
prentice. The  meaning  of  the  term  apprenticeship, 
abstractedly  from  the  meaning  which  it  has  in  practice 
received,  is  a  service,  the  consideration  for  which  is,  in 
fact,  the  being  taught  the  business  of  the  party  with  whom 
the  apprentice  is  placed.  But,  in  the  construing  of  this 
act  of  parliament,  as  in  the  construction  of  other  acts, 

the 
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the  question  is  not,  whether,  in  the  abstract,  and  accord-        1838. 
ing  to  the  original  derivation  of  the  word,  it  may  not  be      ^^^"^^ 
susceptible  of  some  other  meaning,  but  what  is  the  ordi-     PRiDsiox. 
nary  acceptation  of  the  term,  and  whether  the  legislature 
has  put  any  definite  meaning  upon  it;  because,  if  that 
be  the  case,  —  if  the  legislature  has  in  this  act  used  the 
word  in  its  ordinary  sense,  or  above  all  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  had  been  used  in  previous  acts  of  parliament, 
that  sense  must  prevail. 

The  term  *^  apprentice ''  is  to  be  found  in  the  stat. 
5  Eliz.  c.  4.  Whether  there  be  any  earlier  statute  in 
which  the  term  occurs  is  not  very  material,  because  it 
is  very  clear  from  that  statute,  what  at  that  time  was 
the  meaning  of  the  word  **  apprentice."  In  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  that  statute,  it  is  enacted  that,  **  for  the 
better  advancement  of  husbandry  and  tillage,  and  to 
the  intent  that  such  as  are  fit  to  be  made  apprentices 
to  husbandry  may  be  bounden  thereunto,"  ^*  every  per- 
son being  an  householder,  and  having  and  using  half  a 
plough-land  at  the  least  in  tillage,  may  have  and  receive, 
as  an  apprentice,  any  person  above  the  age  of  ten  years, 
and  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  to  serve  in  hus- 
bandry until  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years  at  the 
least,  or  until  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  as  the  parties 
can  agree ;  and  the  said  retainer  and  taking  of  an  ap- 
prentice to  be  made  and  done  by  indenture." 

The  statute  then  goes  on  to  provide,  in  the  next 
section,  that  every  person  being  an  householder,  and 
twenty-four  years  old,  dwelling  in  any  city  or  town  cor- 
porate, and  using  and  exercising  any  art,  mystery,  or 
manual  occupation  there,  shall  and  may,  during  the  time 
that  he  shall  so  dwell  and  use  and  exercise  any  such 
mystery,  art,  or  manual  occupation,  have  and  retain  the 
son  of  any  freeman,  not  occupying  husbandry,  nor  being 

Z  8  a  labourer, 
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a  labourer,  and  inhabiting  in  the  same,  or  any  other 
^^"^  corporate  town,  to  serve  and  be  bound  as  an  apprentice 
pRiDXAux.    for  seven  years  at  the  least. 

The  twenty-seventh  section  enacts,  <*  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  to  any  person  dwelling  in  any  city  or  town 
corporate,  using  or  exercising  any  of  the  mysteries  or 
crafts  of  a  merchant,  trafficking  by  traffic  or  trade  into 
any  the  parts  beyond  the  sea,  mercer,  draper,  goldsmith, 
ironmonger,  embroiderer,  or  clothier  that  doth  or  shall 
put  cloth  to  making  and  sale,  to  take  any  apprentice  or 
servant  to  be  instructed  or  taught  in  any  of  the  arts,  oc- 
cupations, crafts,  or  mysteries,  which  they  or  any  of 
them  do  use  or  exercise,  except  such  servant  or  appren- 
tice shall  be  his  son,  or  else  that  the  father  and  mother 
of  such  apprentice  or  servant  shall  have,  at  the  time  of 
taking  such  apprentice  or  servant,  lands,  tenements,  or 
other  hereditaments,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  40&, 
of  one  estate  of  inheritance  or  freehold  at  the  least." 

Here,  certain  descriptions  of  trades  are  subjected 
to  certain  regulations  as  to  taking  apprentices.  The 
only  two  descriptions  of  apprentices  contemplated  by 
that  act,  are  apprentices  to  husbandry,  and  apprentices 
to  certain  trades  which  were  subject  to  the  operation  of 
the  bankrupt  laws. 

The  first  act  which  takes  notice  of  clerks  articled  to 
attorneys,  is  the  2  G.  2.  c.  23.,  by  the  fifth  section  of 
which  it  is  enacted,  *^  That  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
o(  December  17S0,  no  person  who  shall  not  before  the 
said  1st  day  of  December  have  been  sworn,  admitted, 
and  inrolled  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  permitted  to  act  as  an  attorney,  or  to  sue  out  any 
writ  or  process,  or  to  commence,  carry  on,  or  defend 
any  action  or  actions,  or  any  proceedings,  either  before 

or 
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or  after  judgment  obtained,  in  the  name  or  names  of  any        1 838. 
other  person  or  persons,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law     ^^^^ 
aforesaid,  unless  such  person  shall  have  been  bound  by     Paioeaux, 
contract  in  writing  to  serve  as  a  clerk,  for  and  during 
the  space  of  five  yeai*s,  to  an  attorney  duly  and  legally 
sworn  and  admitted,  as  hereinbefore  is  directed,  in  some 
or  one  of  the  courts  hereinbefore  mentioned ;  and  that 
such  person,  for  and  during  the  said  term  of  five^  years, 
shall  have  continued  in  such  service;  and  also,  unless 
such  person,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  five 
years,  shall  be  examined,  sworn,  admitted,  and  inrolled, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  persons  who  shall  be  ad- 
mitt41  attorneys  oF  the  said  Courts,  are  hereinbefore  re- 
quired to  be  examined,  sworn,  admitted,  and  inrolled." 

The  word  apprentice  is  not  here  used ;  nor  is  there 
any  reference  to  the  term  in  the  section.  The  clause  is 
only  a  provision  that,  before  a  person  shall  be  admitted 
as  an  attorney,  he  shall  have  been  bound  by  contract  in 
writing,  to  serve  as  a  clerk  to  an  attorney  for  a  certain 
time,  and  shall  have  during  that  time  continued  in  such 
service. 

In  several  subsequent  statutes,  these  two  subject-mat- 
ters are  referred  to.  There  are  various  statutes  as  to 
apprentices,  and  various  statutes  as  to  articled  clerks ; 
some  for  the  purpose  of  regulation,  others  for  the  pur- 
pose of  imposing  stamp  duties  on  the  instruments  by 
which  the  party  is  apprenticed  or  articled.  Now,  as  far 
as  appears  from  the  statutes  referred  to  in  the  arguments, 
and  as  ffir  as  I  can  see,  the  statutes  invariably  keep  the 
two  things  totally  distinct :  clerks  are  never  called  ap- 
prentices ;  and  the  distinction  between  them  is  kept  up, 
not  only  in  the  terms  by  which  they  are  designated, 
but  also  in  the  regulations  prescribed  with  respect  to 
them,  and  in  the  stamp  duties  payable  by  them. 

Z  4  I  observe 
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18  38.  I  obserye  that  the  Chief  Judge  in  the  Court  of  Re- 

^"tP^^^T      view  referred  to  an  imA  statute  (a),  in  whidi  the  term 
JSjp  pane 

PaiocAax.  <*  apprentices "  is  used  as  applicable  to  the  articled 
clerks  of  attorneys;  but  that  statute  so  mentions  or 
refers  to  them,  not  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  them  with 
other  descriptions  df  apprentices,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  distinction.  That  statute,  howeyer,  does 
not  apply  in  England. 

Such  being  the  result  of  investigation  into  the  for- 
mer acts,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  the  legislature  in- 
tended to  deal  with  clerks,  as  well  as  with  the  persons 
who  in  former  statutes  had  been  designated  apprentices. 
The  term  <^  apprentices  "  in  this  statute  must,  according 
to  every  rule  of  construction,  have  reference  to  that 
legislative  meaning  which  prior  acts  have  attached  to 
that  particular  word. 

I  need  only  add,  therefore,  that  I  agree  with  the  Chief 
Judge,  —  I  can  hardly  say,  against  the  two  other  Judges, 
for  Sir  George  Rose  was,  at  first,  of  the  same  opinion  as 
the  Chief  Judge. 

The  use  of  the  word  **  clerk  **  in  the  clause  imme- 
diately preceding,  and  not  in  the  forty-ninth  clause, 
makes  the  case  still  stronger;  and  it  is  most  reasonable 
to  suppose  that,  if  the  legislature  had  intended  that  the 
forty-ninth  clause  should  apply  to  articled  clerks,  it 
would  have  distinctly  made  a  provision  to  that  effect. 
But  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  legislature  should 
have  made  provision  in  that  section  for  a  clerk  to  an 
attorney ;  because  it  was  dealing  with  those  who,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  proceedings,  would  be  affected ;  that 
is,  with  persons  in  trade,  whom  bankruptcy  deprives  of 

the 
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the  ordinary  means  of  carrying  on  their  trade,  and  with        18S8* 
individuals  who,  being  apprenticed  to  a  person  of  that     ^T'^'^^^ 
description,  are  left  without  the  means  of  learning  from     Prideaux. 
him  the  trade  which  he  had  undertaken  to  teach  them. 
The  section  provides,  first  of  all,  for  the  breaking  oflTof 
the  connection,  and  then  for  the  return  of  part  of  the 
consideration  which  had  been  paid  upon  the  footing 
of  the  continuance  of  that  connection. 

No  such  circumstances,  however,  are  found  in  the 
case  of  a  clerk  articled  to  an  attorney.  The  bankruptcy 
of  the  latter  does  not  interfere  with  the  contract,  because 
he  does  not  become  bankrupt  as  attorney.  He  may, 
indeed,  occasionally  be  engaged  in  other  transactions,  in 
respect  of  which  he  becomes  a  bankrupt.  It  is  not  na- 
tural, however,  to  suppose  that  the  legislature  intended 
to  provide  for  such  a  case  as  that:  it  is  more  natural 
to  suppose  that  the  legislature  did  not  intend  to  provide 
for  it.  An  attorney's  becoming  bankrupt  may,  possibly, 
though  not  necessarily,  deprive  his  articled  clerk  of  the 
means  of  learning  his  profession  from  him  :  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  will  lose  all  his  business  as  an  attorney, 
and  that  he  will  not  still  be  able  to  give  his  articled 
clerk  the  benefit  of  learning  his  profession. 

If  I  could  find  the  means,  upon  a  fair  construction  of 
this  statute,  of  relieving  this  gentleman,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  is  placed,  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
do  so;  but  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  course  would  be 
at  all  warranted,  either  by  the  terms  of  this  statute,  or 
by  the  meaning  applied  to  this  word  in  former  statutes. 

There  can  be  no  costs  of  this  proceeding ;  nor  do  I 
think  that  there  should  be  any  costs  of  the  proceeding 
in  the  Court  below. 
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r^-t^^^^4^9MILLINGTON  u  FOX. 

rpHE  bill,  which  was  filed  on  the  7th  of  August  1834, 
^  stated  that  the  Plidndfis,  Crawlaf  MiUington  and 
Tltomas  Isaac  MiUington^  carried  on,  and  had  for  many 
years  carried  on,  the  business  of  manufacturing  steel  for 
sale,  at  SaoalweU^  Winlaton  Milly  and  TVam,  all  in  the 
county  of  Durham^  near  Newcastle,  and  at  Greermich^ 
in  Keni^  and  in  Thames  Street,  London ;  and  that  the 
Plaintiffi^  works  at  Svxdwell  were  known  as  *^  The  Crawley 
Works : "  that  the  business  carried  on  by  the  Plaintifi 
was  originally  founded  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, or  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  by 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Cramley,  who  invented  or  intro- 
duced a  particular  mode  of  manufacturing  steel,  which 
^carterms!"     ^^  ®^®^  ^^"^  heen  followed  by  the  Plaintiffs  and  those 

As  a  general  whom  they  succeeded  in  business:  that  some  descrip- 
rule.  the  costs 
of  the  cause     tions  of  steel  so  manufactured  were  known  as  Craviafs 

should  ^o^^o^  German,  or  shear  steel,  and  the  same,  and  other  descrip- 
tbe  cause;  but  tions,  by  the  name  of  Craadey  steel :  that  about  the  year 
wufte'Sdc  1782,  the  Plaintiffs'  grandfather,  Isaiah  MiUington,  be- 
where  a  party  came  a  partner  in  the  business,  and  that  it  has  ever 
has  estabbshed     .        ,  ..         it.  i.i  i  •• 


^i 


since  been  carried  on  by  him  or  his  descendants,  either 
alone  or  with  partners ;  and  that,  from  the  time  at  which 

he 


his  object  by 
means  of  an 
unnecessary 
d^ee  of 
liogation. 

Thus,  the  Plaintiffs  having  filed  a  bill  to  restrain  the  Defendants  from  using 
certain  trade  marks,  and  for  an  account  of  the  profits  made  by  the  sale  of  foods 
sp  marked,  obtained  an  ex  parte  injunction.  On  the  same  day.  the  Plamtiffii 
received  a  letter  from  the  Defendants'  solicitor,  in  which  the  Defendants  stated 
(through  their  solicitor)  that  they  had  never  used  the  marks  since  they  were 
aware  th^  were  private  property;  and  that  they  did  not  intend  to  use  them 
again;  and  they  offered  to  compensate  the  Plaintiffs  for  any  injury  they  might 
have  sustained.  The  Plaintiffs,  however,  prosecuted  the  cause  toanearing;  and 
then,  by  their  counsel,  abandoned  their  title  to  the  account,  because  it  was  so 
small  as  not  to  be  worth  taking.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  although  he  made  the 
injunction  perpetual,  refused  the  Plainufis  the  costs  of  tlie  suit. 
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be  entered  the  business,  the  firm  has  been  known  by  18S8. 
the  name  of  Crcndey^  MiUin^on^  and  Co.,  and  the  steel 
manufactured  by  them  has  been  known  in  the  market 
by  the  name  of  Crawley  steel,  or  Cronoley  MiUington 
steel :  that  the  steel  manufactured  by  the  Plaintiffs  and 
their  predecessors  has  always  been  distinguished  by  cer- 
tain marks  upon  the  bars  or  pieces  of  steel  so  manufac- 
tured :  that  the  principal  of  these  marks  was  originally 
**  Craatey^  and  afterwards  *^  CratxHey  MiUingUm^^  or  one 
of  those  names;  and  that  such  marks  have  been  stamped 
on  shear  steel,  faggot  steel,  cast  steel,  blistered  steel,  and 
coach-spring  steel :  that  the  letters  "  /.  //•"  were^  upwards 
of  fifty  years  ago,  introduced  into  the  marks  stamped  on 
double  shear  steel  made  by  the  Plaintiff'  firm,  being 
the  initials  of  the  name  of  John  Heppel,  their  principal 
workman  in  that  steel. 

The  bill  went  on  to  state  that  the  Defendants,  James 
Fox  and  Samuel  Fox,  had,  for  more  than  six  years  before 
the  filing  of  the  bill,  carried  on,  at  Sheffield^  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  steel,  under  the  name  oi^^Fox  Brothers,'' 
or  ^^FoXi  Brothers,  and  Co.  ;*'  and  that  they  had  manu- 
&ctured  considerable  quantities  of  steel,  which  they  had 
marked  with  the  Plaintiffs'  before-mentioned  marks;  and 
that  they  had  so  marked  steel  manufactured  by  them,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  sold  in  the  market  as  steel  manu- 
fectnred  by  the  Plaintiffs ;  and  further,  that  other  per- 
sons besides  the  Defendants  had  mairked  steel  with  the 
PIaintifl&'  marks ;  and  that  the  Defendants  had  bought 
the  steel  so  marked  and  sold  it  again.  The  bill  charged 
that  the  Defendants  were  still  in  the  habit  of  selling,  or 
sending  for  exportation,  gre^t  quantities  of  steel  stamped 
with  the  Plaintiffs'  marks. 

The  prayer  of  the  bill  was,  that  the  Defendants  might 
account  to  the  Plaintiffs  for  the  profits  made  by  them 
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1888.  by  the  sale  of  steel  stamped  with  the  Plaintifi'  before- 
meDtioned  names  or  marks,  and  might  delirer  ap  to  be 
destroyed  all  steel  not  manufactured  by  the  Plaintifi, 
but  stamped  with  their  names  or  marks,  and  all  instm- 
ments  used  or  intended  to  be  used  in  making  sach 
marks ;  and  that  the  Defendants  might  be  restrained  by 
injunction  from  stai^ping  steel  with  the  before-men- 
tioned names  or  marks,  and  from  manufacturing  or  sdl- 
ing  steel  so  stamped. 

The  answer  of  Samuel  Fox  stated  that  in  June  18S4, 
before  the  bill  was  filed,  James  Fox  went  to  America^  and 
had  not  since  returned;  and  that  about  four  or  five 
months  before  the  date  of  his  (the  present  Defendant's) 
answer,  he  was,  for  the  first  time,  informed  that  the 
Plaintiffs  carried  on  the  business  of  mannfiu:turing  steel 
under  the  firm  of  <*  Crawley^  MiUington^  and  Co.,"  such 
information  having  been  obtained  by  the  Defendant  by 
means  of  an  advertisement  in  the  Sheffield  newspapers, 
stating  that  an  injunction  had  been  obtained  by  CrowUy^ 
MiUington^  and  Co.  against  Messrs.  Greaves^  to  restrain 
the  use  of  the  names  or  words  *^  Crawley  AEUingion" 
on  steel  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Greaves;  and  that 
ever  since  the  Defendant  bad  known  any  thing  of  the 
manufacture  of  steel,  the  term  ^*  Cramley**  had  been 
applied  to  steel  manufactured  from  the  .bar,  and  made  up 
in  bundles  of  one  hundred  weight  each,  called  faggots ; 
the  term  ^^  Crandey**  having  been,  for  twenty  years  and 
upwards,  and  so  long  as  the  Defendant  had  known  the 
steel  trade,  been  considered  synonymous  with  the  term 
^*  faggot,''  and  not  as  designating  the  manufacture  of 
any  particular  persons ;  and  that  one  of  the  oldest  mark 
makers  in  the  steel  trade  had  been  for  forty  years  and 
upwards  in  the  habit  of  making  marks  with  the  word 
<*  Craalejf*^  for  various  houses  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  steel ;  and  that  until  the  advertisement  appeared, 

the 
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the  Defendant  was  not  aware  that  the  terms  ^<  Cratxley**        18S8. 
and  '^  Crofdey  MiUingtan  "  were  any  other  than  marks 
designating  particular  kinds  of  steel,  such  marks  having 
been  used  generally,  if  not  universally,  in  the  steel  trade, 
for  very  many  years :  that  by  the  term  **  Crcndey^*  steel, 
the  Defendant  always  understood  tilted,  rolled,  or  single 
shear,  or  sheared  steel,  made  up  in  a  bundle  of  one  hun* 
dred  weight,  and  manufactured  from  a  bar  of  steel;  and  by 
the  term  <*  CrawUy  MiUington*'  steel,  shear  or  sheared 
steel,  made  up  in  bundles  of  one  hundred  weight  and  ma^ 
nn&ctured  from  several  bars ;  and  that  no  marks  were 
requisite  more  particularly  to  designate  them;  the  mark 
<*  Crawley''  never,  to  the  Defendant's  knowledge  or  belief, 
bong  used  upon  any  kind  of  steel,  but  that  made  from  a 
single  bar  or  two  bars,  and  put  up  in  bundles  of  one  hun- 
dred weight  each ;  and  the  names  ^*  CrtmUy  Millington,'* 
never,  to  the  Defendant's  knowledge  or  belief,  being  used 
by  any  persons  in  the  steel  trade  upon  any  steel  but 
such  as  had  been  sheared ;  that  is  to  say,  made  from  a 
number  of  bars,  and  then  made  up  in  bundles  of  one 
hundred  weight  each :  and  that  the  marks  or  names  were 
in  no  one  instance  supposed  to  designate  a  maker's  name, 
but  merely  the  quality  or  kind  of  article :  that  the  De- 
fendant never  knew  or  believed,  or  was  informed,  that 
the  letters  '<  /•  H"  had  any  other  signification  than  as 
being  one  of  the  ordinary  marks  used  among  steel  manu- 
factarers  throughout  the  kingdom  for  a  long  course  of 
years;  and  that  he  never  knew  or  heard  of  such  a  per- 
son as  John  HeppeL 

The  Defendant  also  stated,  that  he  believed  he  had 
never  used  the  marks  mentioned  in  the  bill,  without  the 
words  <^  Fox  Brothers "  also,  and  denied  that  steel  so 
marked  as  in  the  bill  mentioned,  was,  by  reason  of  such 
marks,  considered  in  the  market  to  be  manufactured  by 
the  Plaintiffs'  firm ;  and  that  until  about  the  month  of 

Jufy 
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Jtihf  1834»  he  never  even  heard  that  there  was  any 
such  firm  in  the  trade  as  CraaiUy^  MiUingUm^  and  Co. : 

That,  in  or  about  the  year  1831,  the  Defendant  and 
his  brother  became  partners,  as  merchants  in  the  steel 
trade,  and  from  that  time  until  in  or  about  the  year 
1832,  had  a  steel  converting  fiimace;  but  since  that 
period  had  not  manufactured  any  steel ;  and  that  their 
firm  had  manufactured  some  small  and  very  inconsider- 
able quantity  of  steel,  and  bars  of  steel,  marked  (amongst 
other  marks)  with  the  marks  or  stamps  mentioned  in 
the  bill  to  be  used  by  the  Plaintifi,  but  with  the  words 
<c  Fox  Brothers "  always  added ;  and  also  some  small 
and  inconsiderable  quantity  of  steel  and  bars  of  steel 
stamped  with  some  material  parts  of  those  marks,  to- 
gether with  the  words  **  Fox  Brothers ; "  and  that,  par- 
ticularly, they  had  also  manufactured  a  small  and  very 
inconsiderable  quantity  of  steel  and  bars  of  steel  stamped 
with  the  marks  '^  Cwaiey  MiUington,^^  and  the  letters 
^'  /•  jET/'  He  denied  that  he  or  his  partner  had  so 
marked  steel  manufactured  by  them  in  order  that  it 
might  be  sold  in  the  market  as  steel  manufactured  by 
the  Plaintiffs;  the  Defendant  having,  during  the  whole 
time  that  any  steel  with  those  marks  was  manufactured 
or  sold  by  his  firm,  been  wholly  ignorant  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Plaintifis,  or  of  their  firm,  as  manufacturers 
of  steel,  and  always  adding  other  marks,  besides  those 
mentioned  in  the  bill ;  and  also  the  words  *^  Fox  Bro- 
thers : "  that  the  Defendants  did  not  sell  any  such  steel 
in  the  English  market,  as  their  business  lay  entirely  with 
North  America^  whither  they  exported  steel:  that  he 
had  been  informed  and  believed,  that  the  marks  in  ques- 
tion were  in  general  use  in  Sheffield  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, until  th^  injunction  was  obtained  against  Messrs. 
Greaves;  and  that,  since  hearing  of  the  injunction  ob- 
tained against  Messrs.  Greaves  and  Co^  the  Defendant 

and 


Fox. 
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and  his  partner  had  entirely  abstained  from  selling  any        1SS8. 
steel  marked  with  the  marks  in  question,  or  any  of  Jr^^^^"^ 
them : 

That  the  Plaindfis  having,  by  some  means  unknown 
to  the  Defendant,  obtained  the  before-«aentioned  injunc- 
tion against  Messrs.  Ctreaves,  the  Defendant,  not  then 
knowing  the  grounds  on  which  the  same  had  been 
granted,  or  on  which  the  claim  put  forth  by  the  bill 
was  (bunded,  and  being  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  the 
Texation,  harassment,  and  expense  of  a  chancery  suit, 
caused  his  solicitor,  on  or  about  the  2d  of  August  1854, 
and  some  time  before  the  bill  was  filed,  to  write  and  send 
to  the  Plaintiffi  the' following  letter: 

<'  Sheffield^  August  2,  1834. 
^'  Grentlemen.  — -  Messrs.  Fox  Brothers  of  this  place, 
merchants,  and  who  are  clients  of  mine,  and  who  some 
time  ago  carried  on  the  steel  trade,  but  who  have  now 
entirely  discontinued  it,  have  been  informed  that  an  in- 
tention exists  on  your  part  of  taking  proceedings  against 
them  for  the  use  of  marks  claimed  by  you  as  yours  only, 
namely,  the  words  "  Cratxiey"  and  "  MilltTigtonJ*  Until 
they  were  apprised,  by  the  advertisement  announcing 
the  injunction  obtained  against  Messrs.  Greaves^  they 
had  not  the  most  distant  idea  that  those  marks  were  the 
property  of  any  individual,  but  merely  a  distinguishing 
mark,  used  as  the  word  "  German^**  or  any  other  kind 
of  steel.  Under  this  impression  I  admit  (without  pre- 
judice to  my  clients)  that  they  had  used  the  mark  on  a 
very  small  quantity  of  steel  sold  by  them  since  they 
commenced  business,  namely,  since  1831.  The  moment 
they  were  aware  that  they  might  be  considered  as  in- 
fringing an  individual's  mark,  they  ceased  to  use  it,  and 
have  never  since  done  so,  nor  ever  intend  to  do  so ;  in- 
deedy  as  before  stated,  they  have  given  up  the  steel  trade. 

To 
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To  represent  these  facts  I  called  upon  Mn  Milner,  who 
I  understood  had  been  employed  professionally  by  you, 
and  should  have  done  then,  what,  in  consequence  of  his 
absence,  I  do  now,  offer  to  show  to  Mr,  Milner  or  any 
other  party  you  may  wish,  the  amount  of  all  steel  sold 
by  them  having  marks  calculated  to  injure  you,  and  to 
submit  either  to  the  decision  of  any  indifferent  party, 
what  remuneration  ought  to  be  allowed  to  you  for  their 
having  thus,  through  ignorance,  done  that  which  was 
calculated  to  injure  you,  or  otherwise  to  try  to  settle  the 
matter  with  yourselves,  or  with  Mr.  Milner  on  your 
behalves.  Tliis  offer  is  made  from  the  desire  which  my 
clients  have  to  liquidate  any  loss  which  they  may  have 
occasioned,  however  innocently  it  has  been  done  on 
their  part ;  and  I  trust  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  made 
will  be  correspondingly  met  I  beg  to  obsery/e,  that  it 
is  in  consequence  of  your  solicitor's  (Mr.  Milner's)  ab- 
sence from  home  that  I  address  you  without  first  com- 
municating with  him:  I  feared  delay  might  be  injurious; 
but  I  will  see  Mr.  Milner  on  his  return,  and  communi- 
cate what  I  have  done.  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  Luke  Patfreyman,  Messrs.  MiUington^  Crawley, 
and  Company,  Nevocastle.^' 

After  this  answer  had  been  put  in,  the  Plaintiffs 
amended  their  bill,  by  stating  that  the  business  which 
the  Defendants  had  carried  on  at  Sheffield,  for  more 
than  six  years  past,  was  that  of  merchants  and  dealers 
in  steel ;  and  that  they  formerly,  and  until  about  three 
years  ago,  carried  on,  under  the  same  firm,  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  steel,  which,  however,  they  had  since 
given  up.  The  amended  bill  contained  a  variety  of 
charges,  framed  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  state- 
ments contained  in  Samuel  Foa^s  answer ;  and,  amongst 
other  things,  it  alleged  that  the  Plaintiffs'  marks  had 
been  fraudulently  used  by  the  Defendants  on  steel  manu- 
factured 
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factured  or  sold  by  them,  and  charged  that  the  Defend-        1838. 
ants  were  [not  are'}  in  the  habit  of  polishing  steel,  and 
afterwards  causing  the  names  ^^  Croadey^  MiUington^**  or 
one  of  them,  to  be  stamped  thereon ;  and  that  part  of  the 
steel  marked  with  the  names  <*  Crowley^  MiUington^^*  or 
one  of  them,  which  had  been  sold  by  the  Defendants,  / 
was  of  inferior  quality;  by  which  means  they  injured! 
the  repute  of  the  Plaintifi'  manufacture. 

James  Fox  having  afterwards  returned  from  America^  the 
two  Defendants  put  in  a  joint  and  several  answer  to  the 
amended  bill,  in  which  the  Defendant  James  Fox  stated 
that  he  went  to  America  in  or  about  Jidy  1834 ;  and  that 
be  had  lately  returned ;  and  that,  since  his  return,  he 
had  been,  for  the  first  time,  informed,  and  for  the  first 
time  believed,  that  the  Plaintifis  carry  on'^the  business  of 
manufacturing  steel  for  sale,  under  the  firm  of  **  Crowley^ 
Millingion^  and  Co.,"  or  that  there  was  any  such  firm 
in  the  trade  as  ^^  Crowley,  Millingtfm,  and  Co.''  By  this 
answer  the  two  Defendants  admitted  that  they  now 
carried  on,  and  that  they  had  for  the  period  in  that  be- 
half in  the  bill  mentioned  carried  on  at  Sheffield,  the 
business  of  merchants  and  dealers  in  steel  and  files, 
under  the  firm  of  **  Fox  Brothers;"  and  that  they  for- 
merly, and  until  about  three  years  before  the  date 
of  the  present  answer,  also  carried  on,  under  the  same 
firm,  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  steel ;  and  that 
they  had  since  given  up  such  business ;  and  that  they 
had  not  themselves  at  any  time  since  May  1832,  been 
manufacturers  of  steel,  but  since  that  time  had  had, 
and  still  had,  their  iron  converted  into  steel,  and  tilted, 
sheared,  rolled,  and  finished  by  other  manufacturers  for 
hire ;  and,  therefore,  were  now  (except  as  before-men- 
tioned) merely  merchants  and  dealers  in  steel.  The 
Defendants  denied  that  any  steel  sold  by  them,  and 
marked  with  the  names,  ^*  Crowley,  Millington,"  or  either 
Vol.  hi.  a  a  of 
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1838.  of  them,  was  of  inferior  qaality,  or  injured  the  repute  of 
the  Plaintiffs'  manufacture.  The  Defendant,  James  Fox^ 
supported,  in  precisely  similar  terms,  all  the  before- 
mentioned  statements  contained  in  the  separate  answer 
of  Samuel  Fop. 

It  appeared,  from  the  second  schedule  annexed  to 
these  answers,  that  the  profits,  made  by  the  Defendants, 
upon  steel  sold  by  them,  and  bearing  the  marks  in  ques- 
tion, or  one  of  them,  amounted  to6Ll0s,lliL;  and  that 
the  Defendants  had  sold  certain  steel,  which  was  ordered 
under  the  name  of  "  CraaAeyi^  or  "  Crcndey  MiUington^^^ 
but  was  not  marked  with  either  of  such  names ;  and  that 
the  profits  upon  suph  last-mentioned  steel  amounted  to 
6/.  11 5.  5^.  It  appeared  also  from  the  same  schedule, 
that  the  last  order  for  the  steel  which  had  been  so 
marked,  was  dated  from  Quebec^  on  the  19th  of  June 
18SS;  and  that  the  last  order  for  the  steel  which  had 
been  ordered  by  the  before  mentioned  names,  but  had 
not  been  marked  with  them,  was  dated  firom  Quebecj  in 
December  1838. 

The  pleadings  were  long;  and  numerous  witnesses 
were  examined  on  both  sides. 

Evidence  was  given  to  shew  that  the  Plaintiffs  had 
carried  on  business,  as  manufacturers  of  steel,  under  the 
name  of  *^  G-aaiey^  MtUingtonf  and  Co.,"  for  many  years ; 
and  that  they  used  the  marks  mentioned  in  the  bill; 
and  that  the  firm  of  "  Crofwley^  Mtilingtonf  and  Co.,*'  had 
been  known  in  the  steel  trade,  for  fifty  years  and  up- 
wards, as  manufacturers  of  steel. 

One  of  the  Plaintiffs'  witnesses,  however,  stated,  that 
many  years  before  he  heard  of  the  proceedings  against 
Greaves  and  Son,  he  had  heard  of  other  manufacturers 

stamping 
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stamping  the  marks  <^  Craooley^  Millingtanj"  and  <*  Crcmh        1838. 
ley^*  upon  steel  not  manufactured  by  the  Plaintifis'  firm. 

William  PaMey  Milner,  of  Sheffield,  attomey-at-law, 
stated,  in  evidence,  that  on  the  28th  of  Jtdb/  1^34,  he 
made  an  application  to  the  Defendant,  Samuel  Fox,  to 
know  whether  bis  firm  had  stamped  or  marked  the 
names,  "  Craaley,  Millington,"  or  either  of  them,  upon 
any  kinds  of  steel  manufactured  by  them ;  and  that  Samuel 
Fox  would  make  no  direct  admission  that  his  firm  had 
used  the  Plaintiffs'  marks,  but  said  that  he  would  not 
interfere ;  and  that  the  Plaintiffs  might  file  a  bill  against 
them  if  they  pleased.  It  appeared,  by  this  witness's  evi- 
dence, that,  a  few  days  after  the  filing  of  the  bill  in  this 
cause,  another  steel  manufacturer  had  admitted  to  him 
that  he  had  used  the  Plaintiffs'  marks,  but  begged  that 
no  proceedings  might  be  taken  against  him ;  and  that  an- 
other manufacturer  had,  on  the  SOth  of  July  1834,  ad- 
mitted to  him,  that  although  his  firm  had  not  used  the 
Plaintiffs'  marks,  they  had  ordered  some  of  the  Plain- 
ti£'  marks  of  a  mark-maker. 

One  of  the  Defendants'  witnesses  stated,  that  he  had, 
thirty  years  before,  worked,  for  four  years  and  upwards, 
for  the  Plaintiffs'  predecessors,  at  Winlaton  MiU,  and 
had  known  the  names  or  marks  **  Craaieyy^  ** Croaley, 
Millington,*^  and  "  /•  iif."  as  used  on  steel  for  thirty- 
eight  years  past;  and  that  such  marks  were  used  on 
steel,  manufactured  by  the  Plaintiff^s'  predecessors,  when 
he  was  in  their  service;  and  that  he  believed  that  the 
Plaintiffs'  were,  in  the  year  1816,  aware  that  those  marks 
were  used  by  other  persons  in  the  trade,  and  were  in 
general  use  amongst  persons  in  Sheffield;  and  that  the 
reason  for  such  his  belief  was,  that  he  did,  in  that  year, 
inform  Mr.  John  Smith,  o(  Shoreditch,  London,  the  agent 
there  of  the  Plaintiff',  or  their  predecessors,  that  their 
A  a  2  marks 
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18^8.  marks  were  used  by  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  steel  in  Yorkshire;  and  that  Mr.  SmM  replied,  — **  If 
we  had  known  that,  we  should  follow  the  law  upon  them, 
and  prosecute  them : ''  and  that  a  further  reason  for  such 
his  belief  was,  that,  upwards  of  fourteen  years  ago^  the 
fact  of  such  marks  being  so  used  by  other  persons  in 
Sheffield^  was  often  the  subject  of  conversation  amongst 
the  workmen  in  the  shear-sted  trade  in  Sheffield.  Several 
witnesses  proved  that  the  words,  "  Fox  Brothers,**  were 
always  marked  on  the  steel  manufactured  by  or  for 
the  Defendants,  and  that  none  of  the  marks,  **  Crawley^** 
**  Crawley^  MiUington^'*  and  *^L  /£,*'  was  ever  put  on 
without  the  words  "  Fox  Brothers.*'  Another  witness 
deposed,  that  the  marks  **  Cratdey  *'  and  *^  /.  i?.,"  were 
known  as  denoting,  not  the  makers,  but  the  kind  of 
steel;  and  that  those  marks  had  been  publicly  and 
generally  used  by  the  manufacturers  of  steel  in  various 
parts  of  England  and  Wales.  Another  witness  deposed 
to  the  same  effect,  with  reference  to  the  marks  **  Craadey^ 
MiUingtony**  as  well  as  '' Crcmley,''  and  ''I.W  A 
mark-maker  of  Sheffield^  deposed  to  having,  for  thirty 
years  last,  and  upwards,  openly  made  marks  or  stamps 
for  marking  the  words  or  letters,  "  Craidey^*  "  Crawley^ 
MiUington^**  and  "  /.  //."  It  was  proved  that  the  marks 
were  imposed,  not  secretly  or  at  the  Defendant's  ware- 
house, but  at  the  forge  where  the  steel  was  sheared.  An- 
other witness  stated,  that  he  believed  that  the  Plaintiffs 
were,  eighteen  years  before  the  year  1834,  informed  or 
aware  that  the  mai*k,  <<  Cnmley^  Millington^  and  Co.," 
was  used  by  persons  in  the  steel  trade  or  manufacture  at 
Sheffield^  or  in  general  use  there,  the  witness  having,  in 
the  year  1816,  at  the  Plaintiffs'  works  at  SmalweUy  in- 
formed three  persons  who  were  then  all  in  the  employ 
of  the  Plaintiffs,  as  managers  or  agents,  to  that  effect, 
when  one  of  them  replied,  he  believed  it  was  done ;  and 
the  witness  added  that  in  the  year  1824,  he  again  in- 
formed 
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ibrmed  one  of  the  same  three  persons  to  the  same  effect;  18S8. 
when  he  replied,  that  he  knew  the  Plaintiffs'  mark  was 
forged  in  Sheffield;  but  that  the  purchasers  knew  that 
the  mark  was  forged,  and  it  did  not  do  them  any  in- 
jury. Another  witness  stated,  that  the  use  of  the  three 
marks  before  mentioned,  by  Messrs.  Greaves  and  Sons, 
of  the  Sheaf- Works  at  Sheffield^  was  notorious,  for 
the  last  ten  years,  among  persons  engaged  in  the  steel 
trade. 

A  manufacturer  of  steel,  who  had  been  such  for 
eleven  years,  deposed,  that  at  the  time  at  which  he  com- 
menced business  in  the  steel  trade,  several  of  the  old 
established  houses  in  that  trade  in  Sheffield  and  the 
neighbourhood,  were  in  the  habit  of  inserting,  "  Crcndey^ 
or  Faggot  Steel,"  in  their  lists  of  prices  which  they  clr^ 
culated  amongst  their  customers ;  and  that,  before  the 
year  1834,  at  which  time  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
by  the  Plaintiffs  against  Messrs.  Greaves  and  Sons,  re- 
specting the  use  by  them  of  the  name,  **  Craideyi^  that 
name  did  not  denote,  and  was  not  known  in  the  market 
as  denoting  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom  it  was 
impressed,  but  the  particular  kind  of  steel  called  faggot 
steel ;  and  that  the  name,  <<  Crow/e^,"  was  publicly  and 
generally  used  by  manufacturers  of  steel.  These  state- 
ments were  corroborated  by  other  witnesses. 

A  witness  named  Marshall^  who  had  been  a  steel  ma- 
nufacturer for  forty  years  up  to  the  year  1830,  deposed 
that  the  names  "  Croa^ey,"  and  "  Craooleyy  MiUington^^ 
were  in  general  use  in  the  steel  trade,  and  amongst  the 
manufacturers  of  steel,  for  thirty  years  previously  to  the 
year  1830,  and  that  they  were  not  used  to  denote  the 
makers'  names,  but  the  description  of  steel.  This  wit** 
ness,  upon  cross-examination  by  the  Plaintiffs,  stated 
that  he  had,  when  in  the  steel  trade,  manufactured  steel 
A  a  3  at 
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1888.  at  Sheffield^  which  he  had  marked  '<  MarOalPs  Craool^*' 
and  <<  MarshalTs  Crawley  MUUngtonJ'  Anotl^r  of  the 
Defendants'  witnesses,  formerly  a  merchant,  deposed, 
upon  cross-exammation  by  the  Plaintiffi,  that  he  had 
sold  steel,  mariced  **  MarshalFs  Crawley^  best,  No.  8.  ;** 
^MarskalTs  best  Ora^  MUUngton;''  ^' MarskalTs 
CrauDley;**  '^MarshalFs  Crmiey  MilKngknh  No.  8.;" 
^^Nayhr  and  Sanderson's  warranted  CrcntiUjf  steel;" 
^' Drabble' s  Crawley^  No.  8.,  best;"  '' MarshalPi  Crash 
lofj  best"  (with  the  mark  of  a  pair  of  shears). 

On' the  9th  of  August  1884,  two  days  after  the  filing 
of  the  bill,  the  Plaintiffs  obtained  an  injunction  against 
the  use  of  the  marks  in  question  by  the  Defendants. 
This  injunction  was  obtained  ex  parte^  upon  the  affi- 
davits of  one  of  the  Plaintifls  and  of  Mr.  MUner^  and 
the  Defendants  never  attempted  to  dissolve  it. 

The  cause  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  James  Bussell  argued  the  case 
for  the  Piainti£&. 

The  SoKcitor'General  and  Mr.  Stuart^  on. behalf  of 
the  Defendants,  contended  (amongst  other  things)  that 
the  Plaintifls  were  not  entitled  to  the  relief  they  asked, 
inasmuch  as  it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  Defendants 
had  made  use  of  the  Plaintiffs'  marks  knowingly  and 
wilfully;  and  that  as  there  was  no  evidence  that  the 
Defendants  intended  to  continue  the  use  of  those  marks, 
the  Plaintiffs  had  no  right  to  prosecute  this  suit  to  a 
hearing,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  injunction  per- 
petual ;  and  that,  as  the  Pldntifis  were  not  now  entitled 
to  a  perpetual  injunction,  they  were  not  entitled  to  the 
account ;  Baily  y.  Tat/lor  {a) ;  and  that,  even  if  there 

were 
(a)  1  Buu,  ^  Mylne,  73. 
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were  not  that  objection  to  their  title  to  the  account,  yet 
the  aam  to  which  they  would  be  entitled,  on  taking  the 
account,  was  so  small,  that  the  Court  would  consider  it 
an  abuse  of  its  jurisdiction  to  bring  the  cause  to  a 
hearing  for  such  a  paltry  sum,  and  would  dismiss  the 
bill  with  costs;  fVkittingkam  v.  Wooler.  (b)  They  also 
stated,  that  the  Defendants  could  have  had  no  object 
in  moving  to  dissolve  the  injunction. 

Mr.  Wigram,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  upon  being 
asked  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  whether  he  persisted  in 
asking  for  the  account,  said,  that  be  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  do  so* 

Tke  LoR0  Chancellor  expressed  an  opinion  that 
the  Plaintiffs  had  made  out  a  case  which  entitled  them 
to  an  injunction,  but  said  that  he  doubted  whether  they 
were  entitled  to  costs  as  against  the  Defendants^  and 
should  wish  to  hear  the  Plaintiffs'  counsel  farther  on 
that  point,  and  to  look  into  the  pleadings. 

Mr.  Wigram  then  contended,  that  the  Plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  the  costs  of  the  suit;  and  stated,  that  the 
letter  of  the  2d  of  August  1835,  was  directed  to  the 
Plaintifis'  works  near  Newcastle;  and  that,  the  Plaintiffs 
being  then  in  London^  the  letter  did  not  reach  them  in 
London  until  the  9th  of  August,  the  day  on  which  the 
injunction  was  obtained. 


The  Loan  Chancellor. 

The  sole  object  1  had  in  looking  into  the  pleadings  In 
this  cause  was,  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  what  ought  to  be 

done 

A  a  4 
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18S8.       done  with  respect  to  the  qaestion  of  costs;  having  pre- 

.^l^^^^'^*'^     viously  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  snflScient 

9.  in  the  case  to  shew  that  the  Plainti£Ei  had  a  title  to  the 

^^*         marks  in  question;  and  they  undoubtedly  had  a  right 

to  the  assistance  of  a  court  of  equity  to  enforce  that  tide. 

At  the  same  time^  the  case  is  very  difierent  from  the 

cases  of  this  kind  which  usually  occur,  where  there  has 

^y  ..   \  been  a  fraudulent  use,  by  one  person,  of  the  trade  marks 

or  names  used  by  another  trader. 

£^ I  see.no  reason  to  believe  that  there  has,  in  this  case, 
been  a  fitiudulent  use  of  the  Plaintiflb'  marks.  It  is 
positively  denied  by  the  answer ;  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence to  shew  that  the  Defendants  were  even  aware  (^ 
the  existence  of  the  Plaintifi,  as  a  company  manufac- 
turing steel ;  for  although  there  is  no  evidence  to  shew 
that  the  terms  <<  CraaUy^''  and  <<  Crawlet/  MiUington,'' 
were  merely  technical  terms,  yet  there  is  sufficient  to 
shew  that  they  were  very  generally  used,  in  conversation 
at  least,  as  descriptive  of  particular  qualities  of  steel.  In 
short,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  was  any 
fraudulent  intention  in  the  use  of  the  marks.  That 
circumstance,  however,  does  not  deprive  the  Plaindfis 
of  their  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  those  names;  and 
therefore  I  stated,  that  the  case  is  so  made  out  as  to 
entide  the  Plaintiffs  to  have  the  injunction  made  per- 


petual. ^ 


With  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  case^  namely 
the  account,  it  is  of  so  infinitely  minute  importance  that 
the  Plaintiffs  have  (very  discreetly,  in  my  opinion,) 
abandoned  it. 

The  question  remains,  What  is  to  be  done  as  to  the 
costs  ?  Now,  the  question  of  costs  in  Chancery  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Court*     That  discretion  ought  to 

be 
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V. 

Fox. 
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be  exercised^  as  far  ss  possible,  according  to  some  prin«  |  1838. 
ciple;  and  I  am  Terjr  much  disposed,  as  a  general  rule,  'i^J^^^'^*^ 
to  make  the  costs  follow  the  result ;  because,  however 
doubtful  the  title  may  be,  or  however  proper  it  may  be 
to  dilute  it,  it  is  but  fair  that  the  party  who  really 
has  the  right  shcfiild  be  reimbursed,  as  far  as  giving 
him  the  costs  of  the  suit  can  reimburse  him«  But  then 
there  is  another  object  which  the  Court  must  keep  in 
view,  namely,  to  repress  unnecessary  litigation,  and  to 
keep  litigation  within  those  bounds  which  are  essential 
to  enable  the  parties  to  vindicate  and  establish  their 
rights.  I  find  no  fault  with  the  filing  the  bill,  pro* 
vided  the  parties  had  not  then  had  the  letter  of  the  2d 
of  jhigustf  which  has  been  referred  to ;  for  it  appears  that 
there  was,  on  the  28th  of  Jin^,  an  application  by  the 
FlaiDti£&,  which  was  met  by  the  Defendants  in  a  manner 
which  justified  the  Plainti£&  in  filing  the  bill.  If  that 
circumstance  had  been  stated  in  the  bill,  it  might  have 
given  the  Defendants  some  means  of  ^cplaining  it ;  but,  at 
all  events,  it  is  in  evidence.  On  the  2d  of  jiugustf  Jiow- 
ever,  the  Defendants  took  a. very  different  view  of  the 
case,  and,  on  that  day,  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Plain* 
tifi&,  first  of  all  attempting,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  letter,  to 
find  the  person  who  acted  as  agent  of  the  Plaintiffs  at 
Sheffield;  and  not  being  able  to  find  him,  they  wrote  a 
letter  to  Neaoazsiley  the  place  where  the  Plaintifis'  ma-^ 
Dufactory  was  carried  on.  By  some  accident,  or  in  con«- 
sequence  of  the  neglect  of  those  who  carried  on  the 
business  of  the  Plaintiffs  at  Newcastle^  the  letter  did  not 
reach  London,  where  the  Plaintiffs  then  were,  until  the 
9th  of  August,  two  days  after  the  bill  was  filed,  and  the 
very  day  upon  which  the  injunction  was  applied  for,  and 
obtained.  That  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Defendants. 
They  did,  as  early  as  the  2d  of  August,  all  that  it  was 
in  their  power  to  do  to  remedy  the  fault  they  had  com*> 
mitted  on  the  28th  of  July.     If  the  letter  had  been  re-     ( 

ceived     \ 
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ceived  in  London  belbre  the  bill  was  filed,  the  bill  ought 
not  to  haye  been  filed.  That  letter  gives  the  Plaintaflb 
every  thing  they  could  be  entitled  to.  It  states — what 
the  answer  also  states  ~-  that  from  the  time  at  which  an 
injunction  had  been  obtained  against  another  party  (with 
whom  the  Defendants  had  no  connection)  they  ceased  to 
use  the  marks,  and  had  never  since  used  them,  and  did 
not  intend  to  use  them. 


The  letter,  therefore,  was  an  entire  abandonment  of 
that  which  constituted  the  Plaintifis'  demand;  and  it 
also  states  that,  as  to  what  had  passed  —  ignorantly  as 
they  say  —  they  were  willing  to  make  compensation  for 
any  injury  which  the  Plaintifis  might  have  sustamed 
through  the  use  of  the  marks  in  question  by  the  De- 
fendants. It  therefore  gave  the  Plaintifis  every  thing 
which  they  did  or  could  ask  ibr  by  the  suit  which  they 
had  instituted  when  the  letter^  was  received,  but  whidi 
they  had  not  instituted  when  the  letter  was  soit.  I 
am  told  that  some  subsequent  communication  took 
place,  which,  if  before  me,  would  take  off  the  efiect  of 
that  letter:  but  no  such  communications  are  in  evi- 
dence ;  and,  seeing  that  letter  in  the  answer,  it  was  quite 
competent  for  the  Plaintifis  so  to  deal  with  this  cause  as 
to  bring  those  fects  before  the  Court.  I  can,  however, 
only  deal  with  the  case  as  it  comes  judicially  before  me. 

Now  I  say,  that  having  received  diat  letter,  it  was 
not  proper  for  the  Plaintiffs  to  apply,  ex  parte^  for  the 
injunction;  or,  if  they  had  obtained  an  order  for  it,  they 
should  not  have  drawn  up  the  order.  That  letter  made 
it,  as  to  costs  at  least,  incumbent  upon  the  Plaintiffs  to 
put  to  the  test  whether  the  Defendants  were  sincere  in 
their  offer,  and  not  to  go  on  with  the  suit  unless  they 
found  that  they  were  insincere.  The  injunction  was 
obtained,  and  has  not  been  displaced.     No  attempt  has 

been 
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been  made  by  the  Defendants  to  displace  it  That  is 
quite  consistent  with  what  b  stated  in  their  answer,  and 
m  the  letter  to  which  I  have  referred.  For  what  pur- 
pose^ then,  was  the  suit  prosecuted  ?  Why  simply,  and 
only,  for  the  sake  of  the  account;  which  is  so  small  that 
the  Plaintiffs  abandon  it  at  the  hearing.  Here,  then, 
hMS  been  a  very  expensive  suit,  with  no  possible  object 
but  the  account;  which,  when  the  cause  comes  on  for 
hearings  the  Plaintiffs'  counsel  very  properly  abandons. 
Now,  under  these  circumstances,  I  think  that  a  great 
deal  of  very  useless  litigation  has  been  carried  on,  and 
that  a  great  deal  of  very  improper  expense  has  been 
incurred.  It  strikes  me,  therefore,  that  this  is  exactly  a 
case  in  which  the  Court  is  repressing  useless  litigation 
by  refusing  the  Plaintiffs  the  costs  of  the  cause.  They 
waive  the  account  They  must  have  a  perpetual  in- 
junction against  the  use  of  the  marks  in  question,  but 
without  the  costs  of  the  cause. 


18S8. 


NIAS  17.  The  NORTHERN  and  EASTERN  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY. 


March  S8. 


THE  Plaintiff  moved,  by  way  of  appeal  from  the  A  case  for  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  had  refused  the  appli-  eK,^ited 
cation,  that  the  Defendants  might  produce  and  deposit  by  the  answer 
with  their  clerk  in  Court,  a  case  which  they  had  laid  f'erence  to  the 

before  counsel,  and  upon  which  an  opinion  had  been  matters  in 
^  duestion  in 

given,  dated  the  12th  of  December  1836.  the  cause,  and 

to  have  been 
The  submitted  to 
counsel  after 
the  mattcw  in  dispute  in  the  cause  had  arisen,  is  a  pmilegcd  commuilicationi 
which  the  Defendant  is  not  bound  to  produce^ 
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1838.  The   bill  was  filed  on  the  4th  of  Mcy  1837,  and 

^"^^y^^     prayed  that  the  Defendants  might  be  decreed  specifi- 

V.  cally  to  perform  a  contract  which  thej  had  entered  into 

NoMHMM     ^  ^^  1836,  for  the  purchase  of  certain  leasehold 

and  Eastern   premises  at  Islingtofij  belonging  to  the  Plainti£     The 

Company.      Defendants,  in  a  schedule  to  their  answer,  set  forth  a 

list  of  the  several  books,  documents,  and  papers  in  ibdr 

possession,  which  related  to  the  matters  mentioned  m 

the  bill,  including,  among  others,  the  case  in  question; 

but  they  said  that  the  cases  for  the  opinion  of  counsel 

set  forth  in  the  schedule^  had  reference  to  the  matters 

in  question  in  the  cause,  and  were  submitted  to  counsel 

after  the  several  matters  in  dispute  in  the  cause  had 

arisen,  and  bore  reference  thereto ;  and,  therefore,  they 

submitted  that  the  same  ought  not  to  be  produced. 

The  argument  and  judgment  on  the  original  motion 
are  reported  by  Mr,  Keen,  {a) 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  O.  Anderdoriy  for  the  appeal 
motion,  said,  that  but  for  the  case  of  Bolton  v.  TTie 
Corporation  of  Lix>erpooHb)j  by  the  authority  of  which 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  considered  himself  bound,  his 
Lordship  intimated  that  he  would  have  granted  the  q)- 
plication.  That  case  carried  the  principle  of  protection 
further  than  it  had  ever  been  carried  before ;  and  it  was 
not  easily  to  be  reconciled  with  Preston  v.  Carr,  (c)  At 
all  eventS)  in  order  to  come  within  the  authority  of  Bolton 
V.  The  Corporation  of  Liverpool^  it  was  necessary  that 
the  case  should  be  one  stated  and  submitted  with  refer- 
ence to  a  litigation,  either  then  actually  pending,  or  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  parties,  and  should  be  distinctly 
alleged  so  to  be  by  the  answer.     It  was  not  enough  to 

say 

(il)  2  Keen^  76.  (c)  1  F*  ^  JerVk  l7l 

{b)  1  Mylne  ^  Keen,  88. 
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say,  as  these  Defendants  said,  that  the  case  had  refer- 
ence to  the  matters  in  question  in  the  cause,  and  was 
submitted  to  counsel  after  the  matters  in  dispute  in 
the  cause  had  arisen.  There  was  a  substantial  differ- 
ence between  a  question  in  dispute  and  a  question  in 
litigation.  Storey  v.  Lord  John  George  Lennox  [a)  es- 
tablished that  a  party,  seeking  to  withhold  the  production 
of  documents  on  the  ground  of  their  being  privileged 
communications,  was  bound  to  do  so  by  the  most  nice  and 
precise  exception,  clearly  bringing  them  within  the  line 
of  protection ;  and  the  Defendants  had  not  done  so^here. 


1888. 

NlAB 
V. 

The 

NOATHSRH 

and  Easteen 

Railway 

Company. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  (without  calling  on  the 
counsel  for  the  Defendants). 

I  never  entertained  the  least  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  decision  in  Bolton  v.  The  Corporation 
tf  Liverpool  (£).  The  ttue  principle  on  which  that  case 
proceeds  is,  that  parties  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  com- 
municate with  their  professional  advisers  with  respect  to 
matters  which  become  the  subject  of  litigation,  without 
restriction,  and  without  the  liability  of  being  afterwards 
called  upon  to  produce  or  discover  what  they  shall  so 
have  communicated.  Whether  a  bill  is  or  is  not  ac- 
tually filed  at  the  time,  is  to  my  mind  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference.  It  is  not  pretended  that  a  solicitor  can  be 
compelled  to  answer  as  to  what  his  client  told  him  with 
reference  to  an  expected  contest ;  and  can  it  make  any 
difference  in  principle,  whether  what  passes  between 
them  is  communicated  by  word  of  mouth  or  in  the  form 
of  a  case  stated  for  advice  ? 

The  question  may  occur  as  to  cases  which  have  been 
long  before  stated  for  the  opinion  of  counsel,  relative  to 

the 


(a)  1  Mi^ne  ^  Crag,  525.  (b)  I  Mtflne  ^  Keen,  88. 
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1888.  the  matters  which  come  subsequently  into  contest:  and 
these,  it  has  been  held,  would  not  be  protected  under 
the  privilege  of  professional  advice  and  confidential 
communications,  {a) 

The  only  doubt  I  can  possibly  entertain  in  this 
case,  is,  not  whether  the  decbion  in  BoUon  v.  Tie  Cor^ 
poratian  of  Liverpool  was  right,  but  whether  the  cir* 
cumstances  relied  upon  as  giving  the  title  to  protection 
are  so  pleaded  as  to  bring  the  document  in  question 
within  the  rule  laid  down  in  that  case ;  and  certainly  I 
do  not  feel  any  great  doubt  about  it.  Here  is  a  matter 
in  contest,  which  could  not  by  possibility  have  arisen 
prior  to  the  month  of  May  1836.  The  case  of  which 
production  is  sought,  is  stated  to  have  been  answered 
on  the  12th  of  December  in  that  year;  and  the  bill  is 
filed  within  five  months  from  that  time.  The  statement, 
in  the  answer,  is,  that  the  cases  for  the  opinion  of 
counsel  had  reference  to  the  matters  in  question  in  the 
cause,  and  were  submitted  to  counsel  after  the  several 
matters  in  dispute  in  the  cause  had  arisen,  and  bore 
reference  thereto.  Now,  with  respect  to  a  transaction 
which  commenced  in  May  18S6,  it  would  seem  to  be 
a  very  strained  construction  of  these  words  to  say,  that 
although  the  cases  had  reference  to  the  matter  which 
was  in  dispute,  yet  they  had  not  reference  to  the  litiga- 
tion.    The  natural  meaning  of  the  passage  seems  to  be, 

that 

{a)Radcliffev,Fwawan,^Bro,  gress;  or  to  matters  occurring 
P.  C514.  Tam/.  ed.  In  Kfdght  on  former  occasions.  But  the 
V.  7%tf  Marquess  of  WaUrford^  distinction  here  referred  to  by 
1  F.  4*  Cde^  S:3.  Lord  Alnnger  the  Lord  Chancellor,  was  ex- 
appears  to  have  expressed  some  pressly  taken  and  adopted  by 
doubt,  whether  the  principle  the  learned  Judges,  who  decided 
of  protection  did  not  apply  Bolton  ▼.  The  Corporation  of 
equally  to  all  cases  stated  for  Lwerpoot,  both  upon  the  de- 
opinion,  whether  they  related  to  murrer  and- the  motion* 
a  cause  contemplated  or  In  pro- 
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that  they  were  cases  relating  to  the  points  which  formed 
the  subject  of  dispute,  and  afterwards  of  litigation  be* 
tween  the  parties. 


18S8. 


NiA8 
V, 

The 

The  motion  must  be  refused,  but  without  costs ;   as   anc?EA8iEjuf 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  appears  rather  to  have  en-       Railway 
couraged  the  appeaL  ompany. 


POWYS  V.  MANSFIELD. 

npHIS  case  is  reported,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  cause 
"■-  before  the  Vice-Chancellor,  in  the  sixth  volume  of 
Mr.  Simon^s  Reports  (a). 


18J6. 

17.19,20. 

1857. 
iVw.  17. 

The  proper 
definition  of  a 
person  in  loco 

Sir  Richard  and  Lad\'  Simeon  and  their  Son  appealed  P^Tf?^  ^  * 
TT.   TT        .    J  child  IS  a 

from  His  Honors  decree.  person  who 

means  to 
put  himself  in 
It  is  desirable  to  make  some  additions  to  the  state-  the  situation 

ment  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  report  of  the  hearing  ^^^^^  o7^e 

in  the  Court  below.  child,  with 

reference  to 
the  father's 

It  appeared,  that  the  negotiations  for  the  settlement,  °®*^®  *"*! 

made  on  the  marriage  of  Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Simeon^  ing  a  provision 

wprA  for  the  child. 
^^^®      A  person 
(a)  6  Sim.  528.  may  stand  in 

loco  parenHa 

to  a  child,  although  the  child  lives  with  and  is  maintained  by  its  father. 

Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  prove  that  a  person  did  mean  to  put  himself  in  loco 

parentit  towards  a  child,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  child^s  future  provisiion ;  and  evidence 

«)f  the  declarations,  as  well  as  the  acts  of  such  a  person,  are  admissible  for  that  purpose. 

If  the  presumption  of  law  against  double  portions  provided  by  a  person  in  loco 

parcfUit^  be  attempted  to  be  rebutted  by  parol  evidence,  it  may  be  supported  by 

evidence  of  the  same  kind. 

Declarations  of  a  person  in  loco  parentis  are  admisdble  in  evidence  upon  the 
question  of  his  intention  as  to  providing  a  double  portion  for  a  child  to  wnom  he 
stands  in  that  relation. 

A  codicil  republishing  a  will,  makes  the  will  speak  as  from  the  date  of  the  codicil, 
for  the  purpose  of  passinjc  after  purchased  lands;  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  fe- 
▼ifing  a  legacy  revoked,  adeemeo,  or  satisfied. 
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18S6.  were  made  with  Sir  John  BarringUm,  and  that  Sir  Jcikait 
solicitors  were  employed  by  him  to  prepare  the  settle- 
ment made  on  the  occasion  of  Lady  Simeon's  marriage^ 
as  well  as  of  Mrs.  Paayis  marriage,  and  that  FittwiOiam 
Barrington  did  not  interfere. 

The  settlement  made  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
marriage  of  FitsnviUiam  Barrington  and  his  wife,  was 
proved  in  evidence,  and  bore  date  the  4th  otjidy  1789. 

There  was  also,  in  evidence,  a  bond,  dated  the  11th  of 
Jtdy  1797f  from  Sir  John  Barrington  to  Fitsgwittiam 
Barrington^  for  securing  to  the  latter  an  annuity  of  400/. 
Certain  diaries  kept  hy  FitagwiUiam  Barrington^  in  the  life- 
time of  his  brother,  were  received  in  evidence  de  bene  esse. 

By  the  first  witnessing-part  of  the  settlement  made 
on  the  marriage  of  the  Plaintiff,  Henry  Philip  Pata/s, 
with  Jtdia  Barrington,  an  annuity  of  500/.  belonging 
to  the  Powys  family,  being  part  of  a  larger  annuity, 
charged  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Post-office,  by  letters 
patent  of  King  George  the  First,  was  conveyed  to 
William  Broome  and  Edward  Philip  Cooper  (a),  to  the 
use  of  themselves  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  to 
be  computed  from  the  solemnization  of  the  marriage,  if 
the  Plaintiff  and  Julia  Barrington,  or  either  of  them, 
should  so  long  live,  upon  certain  trusts  therein  men- 
tioned; and  from  and  immediately  after  the  decease  of 
the  survivor  of  them  (the  Plaintiff  and  Jidia  Barrington), 
and  the  determination  of  the  term,  and  in  the  event  that 
there  should  thereafter  be  issue  male,  either  of  Sir  John 
Barrington  or  FitTnoilliam  Barrington,  who  should  live 

to 

(a)  Described  as  Edward  Cwh-      another  party  to  the  deed  of  the 
per^  Fellow  of  SL  JohiCs  College,     name  of  Edward  Cooper. 
Oxford,  to  distinguish  him  from 
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to  attain  the  fee-simple  of  the  Swainston  estates,  or  by         1836. 

the  happening  of  any  other  event,  the  reversion  in  fee  of 

Sir  John  Barrington  in  those  estates  should  be  destroyed 

or  barred,  and  the  charge  of  10,000Z.,  therein-after  made 

by  Sir  John  Barrington  on  the  same  estates,  upon  the 

trusts  after  declared,  should  be  rendered  of  no  effect, 

and  it  should  become  impossible  that  the  same  sum 

should  be  raised  under  the  said  charge,  then  to  the  use, 

intent,  and  purpose  that  Browne  and  Cooper  should  stand 

seised  of  the  annuity,  to  the  use  of  such  one  or  more  of 

the  younger  children  of  the  marriage,  as  the  Plaintiff  and 

Julia  Barrington  should  jointly  appoint;  and  in  default 

of,  and  subject  to  such  appointment,  to  the  use  of  all  the 

younger  children  of  the  marriage,  in  fee,  in  equal  shades 

as  tenants  in  common,  and  for  default  of  all  such  issue, 

or  in  case  the  charge  thereinafter  made  by  Sir  John 

Barrington  should  not  be  defeated  or  destroyed,  or 

prevented  as  aforesaid   from  taking  effect,  but  should 

take  full  effect,  and  the  said  10,000/.  should  become 

raiseable  by  virtue  thereof,  then  and  in  either  of  the  said 

events,  upon  trust,  and  to  the  use,  intent,  and  purpose, 

that  Browne  and  Cooper  should   stand   seized   of  the 

annuity,  after  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them,  the 

Plaintiff  and  Julia  Barrington^   to  the  use  of  Philip 

Lybbe  Powys  (the  father  of  the  Plaintiff)  for  his  life, 

and  after  his  decease  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 

the  Plaintiff,  hb  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

Two  of  the  witnesses  examined  on  the  part  of  the 
Defendants,  Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Simeon  and  their 
son,  were  Mrs.  Williams^  a  niece  of  Sir  John  Barring- 
fon^  but  not  one  of  the  daughters  of  his  brother,  and 
Miss  {Jane  Elizabeth)  Barrington^  one  of  his  brother's 
six  daughters. 

Vol.  III.  B  b  In 
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1856.  In  answer  to  the  ninth  interrogatory,  Mrs.  WiUiams 

^^^^^^'^^    stated  that  she  was  staying  in  the  house  with  Sir  Join 

V.  BarringUm  when  he  made  his  will,  in  the  year  1818, 

MANfFULD.   ^jj J  previously  to  the  marriage  of  Liady  Simeon^  and  that 

he  mentioned  to  the  witness  and  another  niece,  who  was 

since  dead,  the  circumstance  of  his  having  made  hb 

will ;  and  said  that,  since  he  had  discovered  that  he  had 

a  power  of  disposing  of  his  estates,  he  had  made  his 

eldest  niece,  meaning  the  eldest  daughter  of  Filzmittiam 

Barringtonj  an  eldest  son,  and  had  given  her  younger 

sisters  10,000/*  a  piece,  payable  on  the  death  of  their 

fiither;  and  that,  in  order  to  raise  these  portbns,  he  had 

appropria1;ed  the  tithes  of  some  of  his  Essex  property; 

and  that  if,  at  the  death  of  his  brother,  there  should  be 

any  deficiency  in  the  fund  so  to  be  raised,  it  was  to  be 

charged  upon  the  Swainston  property,  which  he  had  1^ 

to  his  eldest  niece ;  and  he  added,  that  he  considered 

that   10,000/.  was  a  good  fortune  for  a  g^itleman's 

younger  daughter ;  and  that,  about  the  same  time^  Sir 

John  Batrington  took  the  witness  and  her  late  sister, 

and   shewed  them  where  he   had  deposited  his  will. 

The  witness  went  on  to  state  that,  between  that  time 

and  the  marriage  of  her  cousin,  Julia  BarringUm^  Sir 

John  Barrington  alluded  several  times,  in  conversation 

with  the  witness,  to  the  aforesaid  provision  which  he 

had  made  for  the  younger  daughters  of  his  brother, 

and  usually  repeated  the  observation  that  he  considered 

10,000/.  to  be  a  good  fortune  for  a  gentleman's  younger 

daughter ;  and  that,  after  the  marriage  of  Julia  Bar^ 

rington^  Sir  John  Barrington  mentioned  to  the  witness, 

on  the  first  occasion  of  her  going  to  see  him  after  that 

event,   that  he  had  settled    10,000/.   upon  his  niece 

Jk/iVz,  to  be  payable  after  the  death  of  her  father,  and 

he  repeated  the  fund  out  of  which  this  portion  was  to 

be  paid,  namely,  out  of  the  accumulations  of  the  tithes ; 

and 
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and  the  witness  distinctly  understood  from  him  that  the  1986. 
10,000/.  which  he  had  provided  for  his  niece  Jidia  by 
his  willy  and  the  10,000/.  secured  by  the  settlement 
made  on  her  marriage,  were  one  and  the  same  sum,  as 
he  uniformly  declared  that  tlie  fortune  of  his  niece  JuUa^ 
as  well  as  of  each  of  the  younger  daughters  of  his 
brother,  was  to  be  10,000/. 

Miss  Barringtan^  in  her  answer  to  this  ninth  interro- 
gatory, stated  that  Sir  John  Barrington  had  had  irequent 
GCMdversations  with  her  on  the  subject  of  her  sister,  Lady 
Simean%  settlement;  that  he  had  often  said  that  he 
intended  to  place  her  in  the  situation  of  heir  to  his 
Swaimton  estate.  The  witness  recollected  his  stating, 
that  he  had  settled  10,000/.  on  her  sister  Juliaj  on  her 
marriage  with  the  Plaintiff;  that  Sir  John  Barrit^on 
had  told  her  that  the  said  10,000/.  was  the  portion  or 
fortune  of  her  sister  Julia;  and  that  she  had  heard 
from  him  that  he  intended  to  give  each  of  his  nieces  (the 
witness  and  her  sisters)  a  similar  sum  of  10,000/. 

Another  witness,  examined  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
fendants, Sir  Bichard  and  Lady  Simeon  and  their  son, 
was  Thomas  Cocks,  who  was  the  confidential  medical 
attendant  of  Sir  John  Barrington  in  Essex.  Mr.  Cocks 
stated,  in  answer  to  the  ninth  interrogatory,  that  he  was 
on  terms  of  intimacy  and  confidence  with  Sir  John 
Barrington^  from  about  the  year  1816  until  his  death  ; 
that,  within  the  last  two  months  of  his  life,  he  frequently 
spoke  to  the  witness  upon  family  matters.  The  witness 
could  not  undertake  to  recollect  the  particulars  of  those 
conversations;  but  he  remembered  that  the  general  pur- 
port and  effect  of  them  was,  that  Sir  John  Barrington*^ 
estate  at  Swainston  would  go  to  the  eldest  son  of  his  eldest 
niece,  now  Lady  Simeon^  and  that  he  had  amply  pro- 
vided for  all  the  younger  daughters  of  his  brother  after 
B  b  2  his 
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18S6.       his  brother's  death,  by  portions  secured  on  that  estate; 

^■^V"^^  and  the  witness  thought  he  understood  from  him  that  a 
9.  fund  was  to  be  formed  by  the  accumulations  of  the  great 

Mahsfibld.  ^^^g  ^f  Hatfield  Broad  Oaky  so  as  to  make  up  to  the 
possessor  of  the  Swainston  estate  what  he  would  have  to 
pay  in  respect  of  the  portions  of  the  younger  daughters 
of  Fitranlliam  Barrington.  The  witness  did  not  recollect 
Sir  John  Barrington  mentioning  the  particular  sum  which 
he  had  left  to  each  of  his  younger  nieces,  the  daughters 
of  his  brother ;  he  did  not  remember  his  alluding  to  the 
marriage,  or  intended  marriage,  of  his  niece  Jidia,  or 
to  any  settlement  made  on  that  marriage,  nor  did  he 
ever  expressly  mention  whether  the  provision  by  his 
will  was  to  be  in  lieu  ot^  or  in  addition  to  any  provision 
made  by  any  settlement  upon  his  niece  Mia  ;  but  the 
witness  always  collected  and  understood  from  him  that 
he  had  left  all  the  younger  daughters  of  his  said  brother 
alike ;  and  he  never  spoke  of  having  provided  for  one 
of  them  more  than  for  another. 

Mrs.  Williams  stated,  in  answer  to  the  twentieth 
interrogatory,  that  she  repeatedly  before,  and  occa- 
sionally after  the  marriage  of  Miss  Jtdia  Barrington^ 
heard  Sir  Johti  Barrington  speak  of  his  having  left  his 
property  at  Swainston  to  his  eldest  niece  Lady  Simeon, 
and  of  his  having  made  her  an  eldest  son,  and  of  his 
having  charged  the  portions  of  10,000/.  a  piece  to  each 
of  the  younger  daughters  of  his  brother,  upon  the  fund 
to  be  formed  by  the  accumulations  of  the  tithes  in 
Essex;  and  that  in  case  that  fund  should  be  insufficient 
at  his  brother's  death  to  pay  those  portions,  he  had 
charged  the  deficiency  upon  the  Swainstofi  property. 
The  witness  also  stated,  that  Sir  John  Barrington  men- 
tioned to  her,  after  the  marriage  of  Miss  Julia  Bar^ 
rington,  that  the  10,000/.  secured  by.  the  settlement 
made  on  that  event  was  to  be  payable  at  her  father's 

death, 
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death,  and  out  of  the  accumulations  of  the  tithes;  and        18S6. 
Si*  John  Barrington  certainly,  as  far  as  the  witness 
could  collect,  did  not  consider  that  the  charges  on  that 
fund  were  at  all  increased  by  the  settlement. 

Miss  Barrington  stated,  in  answer  to  the  same  inter- 
rogatory, that  she  had  heard  Sir  John  Barrington  de- 
clare, that  he  intended  to  make  Lady  Simeon  his  heiress 
to  bis  Swainston  estates ;  and  that  he  intended  to  give 
10,000/.  to  each  of  her  sisters :  that  jshe  had  heard  Sir 
John  Barrington  say  that  he  intended  the  accumulating 
rents  of  the  tithes  in  Essex  should  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  five  sums  of  10,000/.  which  he  intended 
to  give  to  his  nieces,  in  order  that  the  Saxiinston  estates 
might  not  be  burdened  or  diminished  by  providing  such 
sums ;  that  it  was  his  wish  that  the  accumulations  should 
amount  to  50,000/.,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no 
charge  in  that  respect  on  the  Swainston  estates ;  and  she 
verily  believed  that  he  had  no  intention  of  giving  more 
than  one  sum  of  10,000/.  to  Mrs.  Paaays  or  her  children. 

The  case  was  most  elaborately  argued  by  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell^  Mr.  Wigram,  Mr.  fVray,  and  Mr.  Bethell,  in 
support  of  the  appeal,  and  by  Mr.  Knight^  Mr.  Jacobf 
Mr.  Walker^  and  Mr.  ChandlesSj  for  the  Plaintiff^  and  his 
infant  son,  in  support  of  the  Vice-chancellor's  decree. 

Mr.  Jemmettf  appeared  for  the  Defendants,  the  trustees 
under  Sir  J.  Barrington^H  will. 


77ie  Lord  Chancellor.  J®'''' 

The  facts  of  this  case  being  already  in  print  in  the 
sixth    volume  of  Mr.  Sinums*  Beports  (a),   it    is  not 

necessary 
(a)  6  5!ii».528. 
Bb  S 
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1887.  necessary  for  me  to  detail  them  further  than  may  be 
necessary  to  explain  the  observations  I  shall  have  to 
make  upon  some  of  the  points  which  arise. 

The  case  is  one  of  much  importance,  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  property  in  question,  which,  however,  is 
considerable,  as  because  it  raises  questions  as  to  which 
the  rules  and  principles  of  this  Court  are  not  very  easily 
to  be  laid  down  or  defined,  and  as  to  which  the  authori- 
ties  are,  unfortunately,  not  very  consistent.  Not  finding 
myself  able  to  concur  in  the  judgment  of  the  Vice-chan- 
cellor, I  have  most  carefully  examined  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  have  anxiously  considered 
the  authorities  applicable  to  the  subject. 

Some  points  have  been  properly  assumed,  and  may  be 
considered  as  settled  points,  upon  which  the  argument  on 
each  side  must  proceed.  It  is  not  to  be  disputed,  that  if 
Miss  Julia  Barrington  had  been  a  daughter,  instead  of 
being  a  niece  of  Sir  Jokn  Barringtatif  the  provision  made 
for  her  by  him  upon  her  marriage  would  have  been  an 
ademption  of  the  legacy  given  to  her  by  his  will  of  1817. 
I  do  not  understand  the  Vice-Chancellor  to  doubt  this, 
in  the  observations  which  are  to  be  found  at  the  56Sd 
page  of  the  report  If  that  be  so,  it  is«  I  apprehend, 
equally  clear,  and  so  I  understand  the  Vice-Chancellor 
to  assume,  that  the  same  consequence  would  follow,  if 
Sir  John  Barrington  ought  to  be  considered  as  having 
placed  himself  in  loco  parentis  ;  but  the  Vice-Chancellor 
rests  his  judgment  principally  upon  this,  that  Sir  Jokn 
Barrington  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  placed  in  loco 
parentis.  The  first  point,  therefore,  to  be  considered  is, 
whether  that  be  correctly  so  assumed ;  and,  no  doubt, 
the  authorities  leave,  in  some  obscurity,  the  question  as 
to  what  is  to  be  considered  as  meant  by  the  expression, 
universally  adopted,  of  one  in  loco  parentis.   Lord  Eldon^ 

however. 
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however,  in  Ex  parte  Pye  [a\  has  given  to  it  a  definition  1887. 
which  I  readily  adopt,  not  only  because  it  proceeds  from 
his  high  authority,  but,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  em- 
brace all  that  is  necessary  to  work  out  and  carry  into  Mxksfield. 
efiect  the  object  and  meaning  of  the  rule.  Lord  Mdon 
says,  it  is  a  person  *<  meaning  to  put  himself  m  locopa^ 
rentis;  in  the  situation  of  the  person  described  as  the 
lawful  father  of  the  child;''  but  this  definition  must, 
I  conceive,  be  considered  as  applicable  to  those  parental 
offices  and  duties  to  which  the  subject  in  question  has 
reference,  namely,  to  the  office  and  duty  of  the  parent 
to  make  provision  for  the  child.  The  offices  and  duties 
of  a  parent  are  infinitely  various,  some  having  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  making  a  provision  for  a  child ; 
and  it  would  be  most  illogical,  from  the  mere  exercise 
of  any  of  such  offices  or  duties  by  one  not  the  &ther,  to 
infer  an  intention  in  such  person  to  assume  also  the 
duty  of  providing  for  the  child.  The  relative  situation 
of  the  friend  and  of  the  father  may  make  this  unneces- 
sary, and  the  other  benefits  most  essential. 

Sir  William  Granfs  definition  is,  ^^  A  person  assum- 
ing the  parental  character,  or  discharging  parental  du- 
ties''  (i),  which  may  seem  not  to  difier  much  from  Lord 
Eld(m%  but  it  wants  that  which,  to  my  mind,  constitutes 
the  principal  value  of  Lord  EldorCs  definition,  namely, 
the  referring  to  the  intention,  rather  than  to  the  act  of 
the  party.  The  Vice-Chancellor  says,  it  must  be  a 
person  who  has  so  acted  towards  the  child  as  that  he 
has  thereby  imposed  upon  himself  a  moral  obligation  to 
provide  for  it;  and  that  the  designation  will  not  hold, 
where  the  child  has  a  father  with  whom  it  resides,  and 
by  whom  it  is  maintained,  (c)     This  seems  to  infer  that 

the 

(a)  18  Km.  140.;  see  p.  154.  (c)  See  6  Sim,  SS6. 

{h)  See  19  r^«.413. 
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the  locus  parentis  assumed  by  the  stranger  must  have 
reference  to  the  pecuniary  wants  of  the  child;  and  that 
V,  Lord  Eldanfs  definition  is  to  be  so  understood ;  and  bo 

Manbpield.    f^j.  J  ^^  ^i^jj  ij. .  jjy^  J  jjjjjjj^  ^j^g  ^^^^  circumstances 

required  are  not  necessary  to  work  out  the  principle  of 
the  rule,  or  to  efiectuate  its  object  The  rule,  both  as 
applied  to  a  father  and  to  one  in  loco  parentis^  is  founded 
upon  the  presumed  intention.  A  father  is  supposed  to 
intend  to  do  what  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  do,  namely, 
to  provide  for  his  child  according  to  his  means.  So, 
one  who  has  assumed  that  part  of  the  office  of  a. father 
is  supposed  to  intend  to  do  what  he  has  assumed  to 
himself  the  office  of  doing.  If  the  assumption  of  the  cha- 
racter be'  established,  the  same  inference  and  presump- 
tion must  follow.  The  having  so  acted  towards  a  child 
as  to  raise  a  moral  obligation  to  provide  for  it,  affijrds  a 
strong  inference  in  favour  of  the  fact  of  the  assumption 
of  the  character;  and  the  child  having  a  father  with 
whom  it  resides,  and  by  whom  it  is  maintained,  afibrds 
some  inference  against  it ;  but  neither  are  conclusive. 

If,  indeed,  the  Vice-Chancellor's  definition  were  to  be 
adopted,  it  would  still  be  to  be  considered,  whether,  in 
this  case.  Sir  John  Barrington  had  not  subjected  him- 
self to  a  moral  obligation  to  provide  for  his  brother's 
children,  and  whether  such  children  can  be  said  to 
have  been  maintained  by  their  father.  A  rich  un- 
married uncle,  taking  under  his  protection  the  family 
of  a  brother,  who  has  not  the  means  of  adequately 
providing  for  them,  and  furnishing,  through  their  father, 
to  the  children,  the  means  of  their  maintenance  and 
education,  may  surely  be  said  to  intend  to  put  himself 
for  the  purpose  in  question,  in  loco  parentis  to  the 
children,  although  they  never  leave  their  father's  roof. 
An  uncle  so  taking  such  a  family  under  his  care,  will 
have  all  the  feelings,  intentions,  and  objects,  as  to  pro- 
viding 
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viding  for  the  children,  which  would  influence  him  if  they        1 837. 
were  orphans.     For  the  purpose  in  question,  namely, 
providing  for  them,  the  existence  of  the  father  can  make 
no  di£krence.    If,  then,  it  shall  appear,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  evidence,  that  Sir  John  Barrington  did 
afibrd  to  his  brother  the  means  of  maintaining,  educat- 
ing, and  bringing  up  his  children  according  to  their 
condition  of  life ;  and  that  the  father  had  no  means  of 
his  own,  at  all  adequate   to  that  purpose;   that    this 
assistance  was  regular  and  systematic,  and  not  confined 
to  casual  presents,  the  repetition  of  which  could  not  be 
relied  upon;  that  he  held  out  to  his  brother  and  his 
family,  that  they  were  to  look  to  him  for  their  future 
provision,  it  will  surely  follow,  if  that  were  material, 
that   Sir  John  Barrington  had   so  acted   towards  the 
children  as  to  impose  upon  himself  a  moral  obligation 
to  provide  for  them,  and  that  the  children  were,  in  fact, 
maintained  by  him,  and  not  by  their  father.    But  it  has 
been  said,  that  Sir  John  Barrington  would  not  have 
been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  moral  duty,  if  he  had  per-^ 
mitted  the  property  to  descend  to  his  brother.     Un- 
doubtedly, he  would  not,  because  that  would  have  been 
a  very  rational  mode  of  providing  for  the  children  ;  but 
if  he  had  reason  to  suppose  that  his  brother  would  act 
so  unnaturally  as  to  leave  the  property  away  from  his 
children.  Sir  John  Barrington  would  have  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  moral  duty  towards  the  children,  in  leav- 
ing the  property  absolutely  to  their  father.     I  should, 
therefore,  feel  great  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  conclusion, 
that  Sir  John  Barrington  had  not  placed  himself  in  loco 
parentis  to  these  children,  even  if  I  thought  every  thing 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  which  the  Vice-Chancellor 
has  thought  to  be  so. 

Adopting,  however,  as  I  do,  the  definition  of  Lord 
Eldon,  I  proceed  to  consider  whether  Sir  John  Bar- 
rington did  mean  to  put  himself  in  loco  parentis  to  the 

children^ 
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1 8S7.  ctiildren,  so  far  as  related  to  their  fbtare  prorision.  Parol 
evidence  has  been  offered  upon  two  points ;  first,  to  prove 
die  affirmative  of  this  proposition;  secondly,  to  prove, 
by  declarations  and  acts  of  Sir  John  BarringUm^  that 
be  intended  the  provision  made  by  the  settlement  shoald 
be  in  substitution  of  that  made  by  the  will.  That  such 
evidence  is  admissible,  for  the  first  of  these  purposes, 
appears  to  me  necessarily  to  flow  from  the  rule  of  pre- 
sumption. If  the  acts  of  a  party  standing  in  loco  parentis 
raise,  in  equity,  a  presumption  which  could  not  arise  fit>m 
the  same  acts  of  another  person  not  standing  in  that 
situation,  evidence  must  be  admissible  to  prove  or  dis« 
prove  the  facts  upon  which  the  presumption  is  to  depend, 
namely,  whether,  in  the  language  of  Lord  EUUm^  he  had 
meant  to  put  himself  in  loco  parentis;  and,  as  the  fact  to 
be  tried  is  the  intention  of  the  party,  his  declarations, 
as  well  as  his  acts,  must  be  admissible  for  that  purpose ; 
and  if  the  evidence  establish  the  fact,  that  Sir  John 
Barrington  did  mean  to  place  himself  in  loco  parentis^ 
it  will  not  be  material  to  consider,  whether  his  declar- 
ations of  intention  as  to  the  particular  provision  in  ques- 
tion be  admissible  per  se^  because  the  presumption 
against  the  double  portions,  which,  in  that  case,  will 
arise,  being  attempted  to  be  rebutted  by  parol  testimony, 
may  be  supported  by  evidence  of  the  same  kind. 

I,  at  present,  look  to  the  evidence,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  how  far  it  supports  the  proposition  that  Sir  John 
Barrington  meant,  for  the  purpose  of  making  provision 
for  the  family  in  general,  and  particularly  for  Miss  Julia 
Bafrington^  to  place  himself  in  loco  parentis.  In  the 
first  place,  it  appears  that  Sir  John  Barrington  allowed 
his  brother  400/.  per  annum,  which  he,  in  the  year  1797» 
voluntarily  bound  himself  to  pay  during  his  life.  I  take 
no  notice  of  Sir  Fitzwilliam  Barrington's  diary,  as  I  do 
not  consider  that  it  can  be  evidence  between  these  parties 
*   of  the  facts  it  contains,  there  being  no  proof  that  it  was 

known 
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imown  to  Sir  John  Barrington.  Sir  John  Batringion's  ^  1887* 
banker's  books  prove  the  payment  to  his  brother  of 
large  sums  in  addition  to  this  annuity ;  but  his  letter  of 
the  11th  of  Jiify  1818,  referred  to  by  the  Vic^-Chan- 
cellor,  18  the  most  important  document,  shewing  that  he 
had  taken  his  brother's  family  under  his  protection,  and 
that  his  principal  object  in  the  application  of  his  pro* 
perty  was  to  provide  for  them ;  that  he  had  been  always 
preparing  to  supply  his  brother  with  cash  en  masse} 
that,  upon  Lady  SimeofCs  marriage,  he  had  made  a  dis- 
posal of  the  Isle  of  ffight  property  for  the  benefit  of 
his  brother's  family ;  and  that  upon  Mrs.  Pcmi/is  mar^ 
riage,  he  had  made  another  will,  improved  upon,  as  he 
hoped,  by  the  destination  of  the  tithe  property  in  Essex^ 
in  trust  to  form  a  fund  to  aid  the  very  heavy  demands . 
that  would  press  upon  the  Isle  of  Wight  estate :  that  in 
the  forming  of  those  wills,  he  had  acted  altogether  free 
from  any  personal  consideration,  following  the  order  by 
priority  of  birth,  as  the  rule  for  it.  Part  of  these  demands 
upon  the  Isle  of  Wight  estate  was  the  provision  for  Mrs. 
Pofsoys ;  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  he  speaks  of  the 
object  of  the  arrangement  in  1817  as  being  to  provide 
an  additional  fund  to  answer  the  pre-existing  demands, 
and  not  as  intended  to  increase  them.  The  testimony 
of  the  witnesses  carry  this  part  of  the  case  somewhat 
further,  and  prove  that  the  brother's  family  were,  in  fact, 
maintained  by  Sir  John  Barrington  ;  the  income  of  the 
brother  not  exceeding  .400/.  or  500/.  per  annum,  and 
Sir  John  making  up  the  deficiency  of  the  income  to  dis- 
charge the  expenses  of  the  family,  which  were  consider- 
able. It  cannot  be  material  whether  the  music-master, 
the  drawing- master,  and  the  dress-maker,  received  what 
was  due  to  them  by  the  hands  of  the  father,  as  it  was 
the  uncle  who  furnished  the  means.  The  arrangements 
upon  Lady  AWon's  marriage  in  1813  are  important, 
as  shewing  that,  at  that  time.  Sir  John  Barrington  treated 
his  brother's  family  as  his  own,  in  the  disposition  of  his 

property. 
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18S7.       property,  and  destined  10,000/.  as  the  portion  of  each 
of  his  younger  nieces.     The  letter  of  the  11th  of  Jtdy 
1818,  shews  that,  at  the  time  of  making  the  will  of  the 
'   28th  oi* March  1817,  Sir  John  Barrington  knew  of  the 
intended  marriage  of  his  niece  Jtdia^  and  that  such  will 
was  made,  as  he  says,  upon  the  occasion  of  such  mar- 
riage.  At  that  time,  therefore,  this  will  proves,  that  he  in- 
tended that  10,000/.,  and  no  more,  should  be  the  portion 
of  Mrs.  Pattys.     Nothing  can  more  completely  shew  the 
assumption  of  the  office  of  parent  towards  the  children, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  property,  than  this 
circumstance.     Had  his  nieces  been  his  own  children, 
the  disposition  and  arrangement  would  probably  have 
been  the  same,  so  far  as  they  affect  them.     If  Sir  John 
Barrington  had  died  between  the  28th  of  March  and 
the  2d  of  June  1817,  Miss  Jtdia  Barringtofi*s  fortune 
would  have  been  but  10,000/.;  but  that  10,000/.  would 
have  been  so  settled  by  the  will  as  to  have  precluded 
the  necessity  of  any  other  settlement  of  this  10,000/.  But 
although  this  object  was  so  attained,  and  the  chances  of 
life  guarded  against  by  this  will,  the  negociation  pro- 
ceeded with  the  ihtended  husband.     To  this  negociation 
the  uncle  was  the  sole  party  on  behalf  of  the  intended 
wife,  the  father  not  interfering.     On  the  2d  of  June  the 
settlement  is  executed :  the  father  is  no  party  to  it,  but 
the  uncle  is,  and  he  puts  in  settlement  a  sum  of  10,000/., 
charged   upon   ihe   reversion  of  the  Swainston  estate, 
which  was,  by  the  will,  to  go  in  succession  to  the  nieces, 
for  the  advancement  in  life,   and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance,  of  the  niece  who  was  about   to  marry. 
Did  not  Sir  John  Barrington^  by  this  settlement,  exercise 
the  office  or  duty  of  advancing  his  niece  in  life,  and  of 
providing   for   her   maintenance,   and   that  by  a   sum 
charged  upon  an  estate  settled  upon  her  eldest  sister  and 
herself  in  succession  ?    Was  not  this  a  portion  ?  and  if 
so,  was  not  the  10,000/.  appropriated  to  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  ultimately  charged  upon  the  same  property,  by 

the 
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the  will,  also  intended  as  a  portion  ?    But,  if  these  were        1837. 
given  as  portions,  and  are  so  to  be  considered,  the  giving      ^^^*^ 
them  affords  the  strongest  evidence  of  an  intention  in  «. 

the  giver  to  place  himself  for  that  purpose  in  loco  parens 
tis;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  assumption  of  that 
character  be  proved  by  other  means,  then  the  sums  so 
given  must  be  considered  and  treated  as  portions.  I 
consider  both  points  established  by  the  evidence,  and 
the  proof  of  either  is  sufficient  proof  of  the  other,  and 
so  to  raise  the  presumption  in  equity  that  both  gifts 
were  not  intended  to  take  effect ;  a  presumption  not  only 
not  rebutted  by  the  evidence  for  the  Plaintiff,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  established  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  evidence  of 
the  Defendants ;  for,  independently  of  the  presumptions 
in  equity  against  double  portions,  and  of  the  positive 
testimony  of  several  witnesses  that  Sir  John  Barrington 
intended  that  his  nieces  should  have  only  one  sum  of 
10,0002.,  there  is  the  strongest  ground  for  presuming, 
firom  the  documents,  that  such  must  have  been  his  inten-* 
tion.  That  such  was  his  intention  in  1818  is  quite  clear; 
that  he  continued  to  entertain  the  same  intention  from 
that  time  up  to  and  at  the  time  of  making  his  will  in  1 8 1 7, 
is  also  clear,  as  he  not  only  does  not  give  his  niece  Julia 
any  more,  but  disposes  of  all  his  property,  appropriating 
10,000/.  and  no  more,  for  her.  What  ground  is  there 
for  supposing  that  he  had  altered  his  intention  by  the 
20th  of  jiprili  after  making  his  will  ?  No  stipulation  for 
that  purpose  appears  on  the  part  of  the  intended  hus- 
band. Ten  thousand  pounds  was  the  whole  he  stipu- 
lated for,  and  the  whole  he  had  any  reason  to  expect 
Had  Sir  John  Barrington^  at  the  time  he  executed  the 
settlement,  an  intention  that  his  niece  should  have 
another  10,000/.  under  his  will,  would  he  not  have  made 
such  additional  sum  the  subject  of  tlie  negotiation,  in- 
stead of  leaving  it  as  it  stands  upon  the  will,  which  gives 
to  the  intended  husband  the  uncontrolled  life  interest  in 
that  sum  ? 

But 
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1837.  But  upon  what  ground  is  the  direct  evidence  of  Sir 

^^^^^      John  Barringjtofi^  intention  with  respect  to  those  two 
•.  sums  to  be  rejected?     The  whole  question  is  one  of 

▲NUPiBLD.  intention ;  and  upon  such  an  issue  the  declarations  rf 
the  party  are,  I  conceive,  admissible ;  and  so  the  cases 
have  decided.  It  has  been  said  that  the  trusts  of  the 
10,000/.  by  the  settlement  differ  from  those  prescribed 
by  the, will;  and  that  the  will  charges  the  Haffidd 
Broad  Oak  tithes,  and  other  property,  with  the  pay- 
ment ;  whereas,  by  the  settlement,  the  reversion  of  the 
Saoainston  estates  alone  is  charged. 

After  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  Wharton 
v.  Lord  Durham^  the  variation  in  the  trusts  cannot  be 
relied  upon.  That  case  having  been  argued  before  I 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  I 
abstained  from  taking  any  part  in  the  judgment,  and  I 
was  glad  to  be  enabled  to  do  so,  because  I  had  been 
counsel  in  the  cause ;  but  I  fully  concur  in  that  judg- 
ment. 

As  to  the  observation  that  the  10,000/.  was,  by  the 
settlement,  only  charged  upon  the  reversion  of  the 
Swainston  estate,  and  might,  therefore,  have  failed  al- 
together, or  have  been  postponed  for  a  long  period,  it  is 
to  be  observed  that,  although  the  charge  upon  the  rever- 
sion was,  by  possibility  in  law,  liable  to  fail  by  Sir  John 
Barringtoti  or  his  brother  having  issue  male  who  should 
attain  twenty-one,  and  bar  the  reversion,  yet  the  10,00M. 
portion  could  not,  in  that  event,  have  failed,  it  being,  in 
that  event,  charged  upon  the  post  office  annuity :  so  that 
the  charge,  either  by  itself,  or  by  being  the  means  of 
purchasing  the  charge  upon  the  post-office  annuity,  did, 
in  fact,  secure  the  10,000/.  But  where  was  the  pro- 
bability, in  fact,  of  the  charge  upon  the  reversion  being 
defeated  ?    I  am  not  aware  that  the  age  of  the  parties  is 

distinctly 
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distinctly  ia  evidence;  but  FitxwUliam  Barrington  had'  1887. 
been  married  twenty-eight  years,  and  bad  no  son,  and 
Sir  John  Barringtont  the  best  judge  of  the  probability 
of  his  marrying  and  having  issue  male,  evidendy  con« 
sidered  that  event  as  one  not  to  be  taken  into  con«* 
sideration,  so  that  the  reversion  of  the  Swainston  estate^ 
although,  in  law,  contingent,  was,  in  fact,  equal  in  value 
to  an  absolute  estate,  and  must  have  been  so  considered 
by  the  parties :  nor  was  the  omission  of  the  other  pro- 
perty in  the  setdement  necessarily  any  departure,  in 
fact,  from  the  intention  declared  by  the  will  of  making 
the  other  property  primarily  liable  to  the  50,000/. ;  for, 
if  such  other  property  was  not  tliought  equal  to  raising 
the  whole  50,000/.,  it  was  immaterial  that  the  10,000/.> 
part  of  it,  was  to  be  raised  out  of  the  reversion. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  WiU' 
Hams  and  of  Miss  Barrington  to  the  twentieth  inter- 
rogatory, and  of  Mr.  Cocks  to  the  ninth,  shew  that  Sir 
John  Barrington  intended  that  both  sums  of  10,000/L 
should  be  paid.  What  Mr.  Cocks  says,  ^'  he  thinks  be 
understood,"  is  not  snfficiendy  certain  or  specific  to  be 
relied  upon.  Miss  Barrington  does  not  give  any  dat^ 
to  the  conversation  referred  to.  It  may  have  taken 
place  before  her  sister  Julians  marriage.  The  deposition 
of  Mrs.  Williams  referred  to,  that  is,  her  answer  to  the 
ninth  interrogatory,  explained  by  her  answer  to  the 
twentieth,  speaks  of  the  10,000/.  secured  by  the  set- 
dement  made  on  the  marriage  being  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  tithes,  which  is  clearly  a  mistake;  but  she  is  positive 
that  there  was  to  be  only  one  sum  of  10,000/i 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  codicil  of  the  28d  of 
Jimc  1818,  confirming  the  will,  makes  the  will  speak  as 
of  the  date  of  the  codicil,  and  therefore  revives  the 
legacy,  if  it  had  been  adeemed  by  the  settlement;  and, 
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1 837.  Lord  Manners  held,  that  be  had  placed  himself  in  locopa- 
reniis,  and  that  the  legacy  was  adeemed  by  the  settlement, 
although  in  that  case  the  evidence  to  shew  the  assump- 
tion of  the  office  of  parept  was  only  to  be  found  in  the 
instruments  themselves.  In  that  case  it  was  also  decided 
that  parol  evidence  was  admissible  in  such  a  case,  to 
shew  the  intention,  and  that  a  codicil  ratifying  and  con- 
firming a  will  did  not  set  up  an  adeemed  legacy.  Lord 
Manners  also  relied  upon  the  identity  of  purpose  of  the 
two  provisions,  though  that  was  certainly  not  stronger 
than  in  the  present  case.  Booker  v.  AUen  (a),  also 
embraces  many  of  the  points  in  question  in  this  cause, 
and  except  that  the  legatee  had  no  father,  was  a  case 
much  less  strong  than  the  present,  against  the  double 
portions  :  but  Sir  J.  Leach  Mi  R.  held  that  the  testator 
had  placed  himself  in  loco  parentis^  that  the  presumption 
therefore  was  raised  against  double  portions,  that  evi- 
dence of  intention  was  admissible,  and  that  the  codicil 
did  not  set  up  an  adeemed  legacy. 

Upon  these  authorities,  and  for  these  reasons,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  evidence  adduced  to  prove  that 
Sir  John  Barrington  had  placed  himself  in  loco  parentis 
to  his  niece,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  her,  is 
admissible  for  that  purpose,  and  establishes  that  point, 
although  the  niece  was  living  with  her  father:  that 
the  presumption  against  double  portions,  therefore 
arises,  and  is  not  repelled  by  the  evidence  adduced  by 
the  Plaintiff;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  result  of  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  is  very  strong  to  shew  that  Sir 
John  Barrington  intended  that  his  niece  should  have 
only  one  sum  of  10,000/.,  and  that  the  legacy  given  by 
the  will,  therefore,  should  not  take  effect  I  am  also  of 
opinion,  that  the  legacy  so  adeemed  by  the  settlement, 
was  not  set  up  again  by  the  codicil. 

The 
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The  result  therefore  is,  that  the  Plaintiff  has  failed  1837* 

in  so  much  of  his  suit  as  sought  payment  of  the  10,000/^  ^^^'^"^^ 

legacy,  and  that  so  much  of  the  decree  as  provided  for  v. 

payment  of  the  legacy  must  be  reversed  without  costs,  Mansfield. 
and  somuchof  the  bill  as  prayed  payment  of  the  legacy 
be  dismissed  with  costs. 


BANNATYNE  v.  LEADER.  isw. 

Jan,  24.  27. 

nnHIS  suit  was  instituted  in  the  names  of  the  creditors'  The  institu- 

assignees  and  the  official  assignee  of  a  bankrupt,  under  sect-^ss. 
for  the  purpose  of  recovering  some  property  which  was  of  the  Bank- 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  bankrupt's  estate.  ^  q^  4,  c.  le, 

may  be  au- 

rrw.«-         o   t  .lit  L'li  thorised  by 

The  mstitution  of  the  suit  had  been  authorised  by  a  creditors  pre- 

meetinfir  composed  of  creditors  of  the  bankrupt,  and  per-  f^"'  ^^  *'' 
or  r-»  r         torney  as 

sons  acting  under  power  of  attorney  from   creditors.  efiPectually  as 
One  third  in  valu^  of  the  creditors  were  not  actually  p|!g^n^*in" 
present  in  person ;  but  if  those  who  appeared  by  attorney  person, 
were  to  be  considered  as  being  present,  more  than  one 
third  in  value  of  the  whole  body  of  creditors  were 
present,  either  personally  or  by  proxy. 

A  motion  was  now  made  on  behalf  of  the  official  as- 
signee, that  his  name  might  be  struck  out  of  the  bill  as 
a  co-plaintiff  with  the  creditors'  assignees. 

Mr.  James  Russell^  in  support  of  the  motion. 

The  meaning  of  the  statute  is  that  one  third  in  value 
of  the  creditors  shall  be  personally  present  at  a  meeting 
at  which  the  institution  of  a  suit  is  determined  on.  When 
a  person  is  doing  an  act  affecting  his  own  interests  only, 

Cc  2  he 
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Bannatyne 


1838.  he  may  delegate  his  rights  or  his  powers,  but  a  right 
which  does  not  flow  out  of  his  own  interest,  and  is  only 
v.^"^"   given  him  by  statute,  cannot  be  delegated,  unless  the 

Leader.  statute  itself  gives  him  the  power  of  delegating  it.  The 
consent,  under  the  Bankrupt  Act,  to  the  institution  of 
a  suit  by  the  assignees  binds  the  estate,  and  makes  the 
suit  the  suit  of  the  estate,  and  entitles  the  assignees, 
as  Plaintiffs,  to  costs  out  of  the  estate.  The  88th  section, 
throughout,  points  at  creditors  being  personally  present, 
and  it  is  obviously  just  that  the  personal  presence  of  the 
creditors  should  be  required,  as  they  are  to  discuss  the 
question,  whether  the  proposed  suit  or  proceeding  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  estate,  and  there  may  be,  as  there  was 
in  this  case,  considerable  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
meeting.  The  exercise  of  much  judgment  may  be 
necessary,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  a  deputy, 
who  may  know  scarcely  any  thing  about  the  matter, 
and  feels  no  interest  in  it,  can  exercise  much  judgment; 
and  it  would  be  very  unjust,  that  the  interests  of  cre- 
ditors whom  he  is  not  deputed  to  represent  should  be 
bound  by  his  acts.  A  man  cannot  hear  reasoning  and 
come  to  conclusions  by  deputy. 

The  other  enactments  of  the  same  statute  clearly  shew 
that  the  personal  presence  of  the  creditors  was  contem- 
plated for  such  a  purpose  as  that  now  in  question.  By 
the  bankrupt  law,  as  it  originally  stood,  no  creditor 
could  vote  in  the  choice  of  assignees  unless  he  were 
personally  present,  and  a  statute  of  George  the  Second  (a) 
allowed  creditors  to  vote  for  assignees  by  attorney,  only 
in  cases  in  which  they  lived  at  a  distance.  The  present 
act  has  extended  the  power  of  voting  for  assignees  by 
attorney,  so  as  to  provide  an  ample  remedy  for  the 
inconvenience  which  was  before  sustained ;  but  the  very 
circumstance  of  such  power  being  expressly  given  for 

the 

(o)  S  G.  2.  C.  30. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  38 1 

the  purpose  of  voting  in  the  choice  of  assignees,  shews        1838. 
the  necessity  of  an  express  power  for  that  purpose.  n^*^^*"^^ 

O A  VV AT z  N  B 
O. 

Mr.  Richards,  contrd.  Leader. 

It  has  for  many  years  been  considered  and  treated  in 
practice  as  clear,  that  creditors  might  vote  by  proxy 
upon  the  question  of  the  institution  of  suits  relating  to 
the  bankrupt's  property.  There  is  nothing  in  the  act 
to  take  this  out  of  the  general  rule,  that  what  a  man 
may  do  by  himself  he  may  do  by  attorney.  It  constandy 
happens  that  many  of  a  bankrupt's  creditors  live  at  a 
great  distance,  and  cannot  possibly  attend  in  person ;  and 
if  they  could  not  attend  by  attorney,  they  could  have  no 
control  over  the  proceedings. 

The  88th  section  does  not  mean  that  the  creditors 
should  be  personally  present.  The  102d  and  1 3  3d 
sections  use  the  same  expression,  viz.  creditors  there 
"  present;  *'  and  yet  it  clearly  appears  from  other  parts 
of  the  statute  that  the  acts  authorised  by  the  102d  and 
133d  sections  may  be  done  by  attorney.  The  last 
section  but  one  of  the  statute  provides  that  the  act 
shall  be  construed  beneficially  for  creditors ;  but  a  con- 
struction, such  as  is  contended  for  on  the  other  side, 
which  might  exclude  nine-tenths  of  the  creditors  from 
all  participation  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate,  and  subject  them  to  the  control  of  the 
remaining  tenth,  could  not  be  considered  beneficial  for 
the  creditors  generally.  In  Ex  parte  Uewellj/n  {a)  it 
was  taken  for  granted  that  in  such  a  case  as  this  cre- 
ditors might  vote  by  attorney. 

Mr.  Javies  Rtmellj  in  reply. 

The 

(a)  1  Deacon,  474. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  the  act  which 
under  section  88.  of  the  Bankrupt  Act,  6  G.  4.  c.  16. 
is  to  be  authorised  to  be  done,  may  be  so  authorised 
by  a  majority  of  creditors  who  should  have  proved, 
acting  by  attorney,  under  a  regular  power  of  attorney 
for  that  purpose. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  power  of  attorney  in 
the  present  case  was  sufficiently  large  to  embrace  a 
power  to  give  consent  to  the  institution  of  a  suit. 

Now,  the  object  of  that  section  was  not  only  to  pre- 
vent assignees  from  improvidently  dealing  with  the 
estate,  without  the  control  of  the  creditors,  but  in  cer- 
tain cases  it  gives  an  indemnity  to  the  assignees,  and 
gives  creditors  the  power  of  interfering  and  regulating 
their  proceedings.  Its  object  applies  equally  to  credi- 
tors who  cannot  attend  and  to  those  who  can ;  and  it  is 
obvious,  that  if  the  consent  which  the  section  requires 
cannot  be  given  by  power  of  attorney,  a  great  part  of 
the  object  of  that  section  will  be  defeated,  for  it  would 
in  many  cases  give  a  resident  minority  a  power  to  bind 
an  absent  majority,  who  were  represented  under  powers 
of  attorney  only,  and  might,  in  cases  in  which  the  con- 
sent of  one  third  in  value  of  the  creditors  is  required  to 
be  present,  prevent  any  thing  being  done  under  that 
section  at  all. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  productive  of  great  incon- 
venience, and,  in  many  cases,  would  defeat  the  purposes 
of  that  section,  if  it  were  held  that  absent  creditors 
might  not  vote  by  means  of  powers  of  attorney.  But 
it  is  said  that  I  ought  not  to  hold  that  they  can  do  so, 
because  the  section  speaks  of  the  concurrence  of  the  ma- 
jority 
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jority  of  the  creditors  present  being  necessary,  and  because        1 8S8. 
it  is  contrary  to  principle  that  a  man  should  be  able  by    ^^^^"^^^^^ 
his  deputy  to  do  any  act  which  should  affect  the  interests  v. 

of  other  parties.  Now,  although  the  consent  to  the  in-  *-eade». 
stitution  of  a  suit  may  in  its  result  affect  the  interests  of 
other  creditors,  yet  it  is  given  by  each  consenting  party 
with  reference  to  his  own  interest  alone,  and  it  is  the 
law  which  makes  the  assent  of  a  majority  binding  upon 
tbe  others. 

The  party  acting  under  the  power  of  attorney  acts  for 
his  own  principal  alone.  It  is  clear  that  a  party  may, 
f^nerally,  authorise  another  to  give  such  assent  for  him ; 
and  the  question  therefore  is,  whether  this  act  of  parlia^* 
ment  prohibits  such  an  act  as  that  now  in  question  being 
done  by  attorney.  It  appears  that  there  are  four  cases 
in  which  the  majority  is  to  bind  the  others.  The  first  is 
the  choice  of  assignees,  as  to  which,  by  the  sixty-first 
section,  it  is  expressly  provided  that  any  person  author- 
bed  by  letter  of  attorney  from  any  creditor  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote ;  and  it  is  argued  that  the  circumstance 
that  an  express  power  of  voting  by  attorney  is  given  by 
this  section,  leads  at  least  to  the  conclusion  that  in  those 
cases  in  which  an  express  power  is  not  given,  the  legis- 
lature intended  to  make  it  essential  that  the  act  should 
be  performed  by  the  creditor  in  person.  But  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  although  a  power  of  attorney  would 
authorise  the  assenting  to  any  act  in  which  the  principal 
is  interested,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  would  authorise  a 
voting  by  proxy,  as  that  is  an  act  which  directly  affects 
the  interests  of  others. 

Signing  the  certificate,  like  assenting  to  a  suit  being 
instituted,  affects  in  its  consequences  the  interests  of 
others ;   but  it  is  in  itself  only  the  assent  of  the  par- 
ticular creditors,  and,  by  sect.  122.,  the  certificate  b  to 
Cc  4  be 
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18S8.  be  signed  by  a  certain  proportion  in  number  and  valae 
of  the  creditors  who  have  proved  debts.  In  this  section, 
*^'"  "  no  power  is  given  to  sign  the  certificate  under  a  power 
^'*^"'  of  attorney  for  a  creditor;  but  sect  124.  assumes  that 
such  a  power  would  exist  under  the  former  section,  for 
sect.  124.,  though  it  does  not  give  any  such  power,  pre- 
scribes the  evidence  to  be  required  of  the  execution  of 
powers  of  attorney,  under  which  such  signature  for 
absent  creditors  shall  be  made. 

But  it  is  said  that  section  88.  requires  that  there  shall 
be  the  consent  of  a  major  part,  in  value,  of  creditors 
present  at  any  meeting ;  and  it  is  contended  that  this 
expression  excludes  creditors  who  are  absent  and  acting 
by  attorney.  Whether  that  would  or  would  not  be  a  just 
construction  of  the  terms  of  the  section,  need  not  be 
considered,  for  other  sections  of  the  same  act  have  put 
a  construction  upon  this  use  of  the  word  "  present." 
Sect  61.  having  given  to  creditors  absent  at  the  second 
meeting,  the  right  to  vote  by  attorney  in  the  choice  of 
assignees,  sect.  102.  directs,  that  at  the  meeting  of 
creditors  for  the  choice  of  assignees,  the  major  part  in 
number  and  value  of  such  creditors  there  present,  which 
must  mean  of  the  creditors  voting  in  the  choice  of 
assignees,  may  direct  where  the  money  shall  be  kept 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  of  the  three  acts  of  a 
similar  nature  authorised  by  the  act,  namely  —  the  as- 
senting to  a  suit  being  instituted,  or  compounding  or 
submitting  disputes  to 'arbitration  —  the  directing  the 
custody  of  the  money — and  the  signing  the  certificate — 
the  act  clearly  recognises  the  right  of  creditors  to  act 
by  attorney  in  two  of  them,  namely,  the  directing  where 
the  money  shall  be  kept,  and  the  signing  the  certificate, 
although  in  neither  does  it  directly  give  it ;  and  in  the 
former,  treats  creditors  so  acting  by  attorney,  as  credi- 
tors 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY-  *  S85 


tors  present.     It  is  therefore  a  fair  inference  that  in  the        1838 
third,  namely,  the  authorising  a  suit,  a  similar  privilege 
was  intended. 


Bavnatyne 

V, 

Leader. 


Although  the  88th  section  speaks  of  creditors  present, 
I  have  before  said  that  I  consider  the  act  in  question 
one  which  is  capable,  in  its  nature,  of  being  performed 
under  a  power  of  attorney ;  and  that  it  would  require 
positive  enactment,  or  a  fidr  inference  of  a  contrary 
intent  in  the  act,  to  prevent  it  So  far  from  finding 
any  such  enactment  or  fair  inference,  I  think  that  all  the 
fair  inferences  from  the  act  are  in  favour  of  the  right 
being  so  exercised. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  creditors  described 
in  sect.  88.,  include  creditors  acting  and  present  by 
attorney,  authorised  by  regular  powers  of  attorney. 


GREEN  i;.  WESTON.  ,,    ^«/J;  _ 

XT  PON  the   bankruptcy  of  Menzies  Baillief  which  TheofiBdal 

^^    happened  in  the  year  1 796,  certain  persons  were  bankrupt's 

chosen  his  assiiraees,  of  whom  William  Weston  the  elder  ??f  *'®  ^}^  * 
®  bill  against 

became  the  respective 
personal  re^ 
presentatives  of  two  successive  assignees,  for  an  account  and  payment  of  monies 
which,  having  formed  part  of  the  bankrupt's  assets,  were  lying  in  the  hands  of  the 
assignees  at  the  time  of  their  respective  deaths,  and  were  never  afterwards  accounted 
for.  The  monies  consisted,  partly  of  unclaimed  dividends,  partly  of  sums  set  apart 
to  answer  unsubstantiated  claims,  and  partly  of  undivided  surplus.  Both  the  as- 
signees died  before  the  passing  of  the  6  G.  4.  c,  16.  The  bill  was  filed  in  1854,  and 
in  the  following  year  the  5  &  6  H^.4.  c.  29.  was  passed,  by  which  the  11 0th  section 
of  the  former  act  was  repealed,  and  the  unclaimed  dividends  of  a  bankrupt's  estate 
were  devoted  to  ceruin  public  purposes  therein  specified :  Held,  that  tne  official 
assignee  was  competent  to  maintain  such  a  suit,  and  that  the  particular  creditors  to 
whom  the  uncltumed  dividends  had  been  allotted,  and  the  Attorney-General,  were 
not  necessary  parties  to  it. 
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18S7.       became  the  sole  survivor,  upon  the  death  of  his  ccv 
assignee  Alexander  Burrellj  in  the  year  1803. 

In  an  account  rendered  to  the  commissioners  on  the 
2d  of  May  1818,  WesUm  the  elder  debited  himself 
among  other  monies,  with  a  sum  of  916L  ISs.  5d^  as 
being  dividends  which  had  been  declared  upon  the 
debts  of  creditors  who  had  proved  under  the  commis* 
sion,  but  had  not  been  claimed,  and  which  sum  he  had 
received  from  the  deceased  assignee,  BurrelL  By  an 
order  of  dividend  made  by  the  commissioners  on  the 
same  day,  Weston  the  elder  was  directed  to  retain,  out 
of  the  monies  then  in  his  hands,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
of  91621  185.  5d.,  a  sum  of  529/.  \^s.  StL^  to  answer  the 
dividends  which  had  been  declared  on  claims  not  then 
substantiated;  and  after  payment  of  the  dividends  thereby 
ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  residue,  there  remained  in 
his  hands  an  undivided  surplus  of  267/.  85. 

WiUiam  Weston  the  elder  died  in  the  month  of  June 
1818,  leaving  a  will,  of  which  he  appointed  his  son, 
WiUiam  Weston  the  younger,  and  his  grandsons,  the 
Defendants  Henry  Weston  and  George  Weston,  executors, 
all  of  whom  proved  his  will. 

On  the  29th  of  June  1819,  William  Weston  the 
younger  was  appointed  sole  assignee,  and  the  usual 
assignment  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  and  effects  was 
made  to  him.  On  the  25th  o(  August  1821,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners,  held  under  a  renewed  com- 
mission in  the  same  bankruptcy,  Weston  the  younger 
rendered  an  account  in  which  he  debited  himself  with  the 
aforesaid  sums  of  529/.  14«.  Sd,  and  267/.  85.,  not,  how- 
ever, including  or  taking  any  notice  of  the  91621  ISs.  5d. 
retained  by  his  father  in  respect  of  the  unclaimed  divi- 
dends ;  and  he  also  debited  himself  with  certain  other 
sums,  as  part  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  which  he  had  re- 
ceived; 
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ceived;  and  the  commissioners  on  the  same  day  made  183?. 
an  order,  that  out  of  the  monies  then  remaining  in  his 
hands,  after  reserving  the  aforesaid  sums  of  5292. 14*5.  Sd. 
and  2672*  Ss.,  a  further  dividend  should  be  paid  by  him 
on  the  debts  already  proved.  After  payment  of  that 
dividend,  there  were  retained  in  the  hands  of  Weston  the 
younger  the  sums  of  5S8/.  105.  \0d^  to  answer  claims  not 
substantiated,  and  209/.  95.  6c2.,  of  undivided  surplus,  in 
addition  to  the  before-mentioned  sums  of  529/.  145.  Sd.^ 
and  267/.  8& 

No  further  dividend  was  declared  under  the  com- 
mission. William  Weston  the  younger  died  in  the 
month  of  April  1824,  and  the  Defendants  Henry  Weston 
and  William  Cox,  were  his  personal  representatives. 
After  the  death  of  Weston  the  younger,  no  person  was 
appointed  assignee  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  bank- 
rupt, and  no  further  proceedings  were  taken  in  the 
bankruptcy  until  the  14th  of  May  1834,  when  George 
Green  was  appointed  oflScial  assignee.  A  notice  was 
subsequently  given,  that  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  of 
the  bankrupt  would  be  held  on  the  15th  of  Jtdy  in  the 
same  year,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  creditors' 
assignee,  but  no  person  attended  the  proposed  meeting, 
and  no  creditors*  assignee  was  appointed. 

The  bill  was  filed  on  the  5th  of  September  1834,  by 
the  official  assignee,  against  the  personal  representatives 
of  WilUam  Weston  the  father  and  William  Weston  the 
son,  praying,  among  other  things,  an  account  of  all 
monies  and  effects,  belonging  to  the  bankrupt's  estate, 
received  and  retained  by  William  Weston  the  father,  and 
WilUam  Weston  the  son,  respectively,  as  the  assignees 
of  the  bankrupt ;  and  that  interest  might  be  charged  on 
the  balances  from  time  to  time  in  their  hands,  and  that 
thdr  respective  assets  might  be  charged  with  what  should 
be  found  due  from  them  respectively  on  such  accounts. 

The 
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was  prescribed  to  the  assignee,  and  a  power  was  vested 
in  the  Lord  Chancellor,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years 
from  the  time  when  such  dividends  were  declared,  to 

direct 


or  cause  a  certificate  thereof  to 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  secretary  of  bank- 
rupts, containing  a  full  and  true 
account  of  the  name  or  names 
of  the  creditor  or  creditors  to 
whom  such  unclaimed  dividend 
or  dividends  is  or  arc  respec- 
tively due,  and  of  the  amount 
of  such  dividend  or  dividends 
respectively  (such  account  being 
signed  by  the  assignee  or  as- 
signees rendering  the  same,  and 
attested  by  the  solicitor  to  the 
commission,  or  the  solicitor  to 
the  assignee  or  assignees  signing 
the  same),  such  assignee  or  as- 
signees shall  be  charged,  in 
account  with  the  estate  of  the 
bankrupt,  interest  upon  such  un- 
claimed dividend  or  dividends, 
to  be  computed  from  the  time 
that  such  certificate  is  hereby 
directed  to  be  filed,  at  the  rate 
of  Si.  per  centum  per  annumi  for 
such  time  as  he  shall  thenceforth 
retain  the  same,  and  also  such 
further  sum  as  the  commissioners 
shall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  in 
the  whole  80/.  per  centum  per 
annum;  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, or  the  said  commisrioners, 
may  order  the  investment  of 
any  unclaimed  dividends  in  the 
public  funds,  or  in  any  govern- 
ment security,  for  or  on  account 
of  the  creditors  entitled,  and 
subject  to  such  order  as  the 
Lord  Chancellor  may  think  fit 
to  make  respecting  the  same. 


who,  if  he  shall  think  fit,  may, 
after  the  same  shall  have  re- 
mained unclaimed  for  the  space 
of  three  years  fix>m  the  declara- 
tion of  such  dividends  by  the 
commissioners,  order  the  same 
to  be  divided  amonpt  and  paid 
to  the  other  creditors,  and  the 
proof  of  the  creditors  to  whom 
such  dividends  were  allotted, 
shall  from  thenceforth  be  con- 
sidered as  void  as  to  the  same, 
but  renewable  as  to  any  future 
dividends,  to  place  them  pari 
passu  with  the  other  creditors^ 
but  not  to  disturb  any  dividends 
which  shall  have  been  previously 
made.*' 

Sect.  111.  ''And  be  it  en- 
acted, that  no  action  for  any 
dividend  shall  be  brought  against 
the  assignees  by  any  creditor 
who  shall  have  proved  under 
the  commission ;  but  if  the  as- 
signees shall  refuse  to  pay  any 
such  dividend,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor may,  on  petition,  order 
payment  thereof,  with  interest 
for  the  time  that  it  shall  have 
been  withheld,  and  the  cosu  of 
the  application." 

5&6  JK.4.C.S9.  Sects.  *And 
whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majesty  King  Geoige  the 
Fourth,  intituled,  ^  An  Act  to 
amend  the  Laws  relating  to 
bankrupts,'  it  is  amongst  other 
things  enacted,  that  the  assignees 
shall  file  a  certificate  in  the  office 
of 
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direct  them  to  be  divided  among  the  other  creditors  of 
the  bankrupt.  Then  came  the  recent  act,  the  5  & 
6  fK  4.  c.  29.,  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  passed  into  a 

law 


1837. 


of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  secre- 
taiy  of  bankrupts,  containing  an 
account  of  the  names  of  cre- 
ditors to  whom  unclaimed  di- 
vidends are  due,  and  of  the 
amount  of  such  dividends;  and 
power  is  thereby  given  for  the 
iovestment  of  such  dividends; 
and  after  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  the  Lord  Chancellor  is 
empowered  to  order  the  same 
to  be  divided  amongst  and  paid 
to  the  other  creditors,  in  manner 
therein  mentioned;  be  it  en- 
acted, that  so  much  of  the  said 
act  as  directs  the  filing  of  the 
said  certificate,  and  the  invests 
ment,  division,  and  payment  of 
such  unclaimed  dividends,  be, 
and  .the  same  is  hereby  repeal- 
ed." 

Sect.  6.  '^  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  all  dividends  un- 
claimed as  hereinafter  mention- 
ed, and  also  any  undivided 
surplus  of  a  bankrupt's  estate 
over  and  above  the  amount 
finally  directed  to  be  divided 
amongst  tiie  creditors  of  any 
bankrupt,  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Bank  of  England  to  the  credit 
of  the  Accountant- General  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  of 
the  Accountant  in  Bankruptcy, 
when  such  last-mentioned  officer 
shall  have  been  appointed,  to  be 
carried  to  an  account  to  be 
intituled  *  The  unclaimed  Divi- 
dend Account,'  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Lord  High  Chan- 


cellor, or  of  the  Court  of  Review 
in  bankruptcy,  or  of  any  com- 
missioner of  the  said  Court,  for 
the  payment  thereout  of  any 
dividend  or  dividends  due  to  any 
creditor  or  creditors,  and  subject 
also  to  the  order  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  the  laying  out 
and  investment  thereof  in  the 
purchase  of  government  or  par- 
liamentary securides,  which  se- 
curities shall  be  carried  to  the 
before-mentioned  account  to 
be  intituled  'The  bankruptcy 
fimd  account,'  and  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  such  rules  and  r^ulations 
as  tlie  said  Lord  Chancellor 
shall  direct:  provided  always, 
that  any  order  of  any  commis- 
sioner for  payment  of  any  divi- 
dend under  the  provisions  afore- 
said, shall  be  subject  to  appeal 
to  the  said  Court  of  Review." 

Sect.  7.  «  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  if  any  assignee 
under  any  commission  of  bank- 
rupt or  fiat  in  bankruptcy  now 
issued  or  hereafter  to  be  issued 
shall  have,  either  in  his  own 
liands,  or  at  any  bankers  or 
otherwise  subject  to  his  order 
or  disposition,  or  shall  know  that 
there  is  or  are  in  the  hands,  or 
subject  to  the  order  and  disposi- 
tion of  himself,  and  any  co- 
assignee  or  co-assignees,  or  of 
any  or  either  of  them,  any  un- 
claimed dividend  or  dividends, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
sum  of  so/.,  or  any  such  un- 
divided 
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law  subsequently  to  the  institution  of  the  present  suit. 
That  act  repealed  the  provisions  of  the  6  G.  4.  c.  16. 
5.  110.,  and  introduced  an  entirely  new  principle  in  the 

disposal 


divided  surplus  as  aforesaid 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  so/., 
such  assignee  shall,  as  to  any 
such  now  existing  unclaimed 
dividend  or  dividends,  within 
one  year  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  and  as  to  any  future 
dividend  or  dividends  within 
three  calendar  months  next  after 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  time  of  the  declaration  and 
order  of  payment  of  such  future 
dividend  or  dividends,  either  pay 
the  same  to  the  creditor  or 
creditors  or  other  the  person 
or  persons  entitled  to  the  same 
respectively,  or  cause  a  certifi- 
cate thereof  respectively,  to  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  secretary  of  bank- 
rupts, containing  a  full  and  true 
account  of  the  name  or  names 
of  the  creditor  or  creditors  to 
whom  such  unclaimed  dividend 
or  dividends  is  or  are  respec- 
tively due,  and  of  the  amount 
of  such  dividend  or  dividends 
respectively;  and  shall  in  like 
manner  as  to  any  such  now 
existing  undivided  surplus  as 
aforesaid,  within  one  year  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  and  as 
to  any  such  future  undivided 
surplus  as  aforesaid,  within  three 
calendar  months  next  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year  after  the 
final  declaration  of  dividends, 
cause  a  cerdficate  stating  the 
full  and  true  amount  of  such 
surplus  to  be  filed  in  the  office 


of  the  said  secretary  of  bank- 
rupts; and  every  certificate  to 
be  filed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  assignee  or  as- 
signees filing  the  same ;  and 
every  assignee  who  shall,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  be  bound  to  file  such  certi- 
ficate as  atbresaid,and  who  shall 
make  default  in  filing  the  same, 
shall  be  charged,  in  account  with 
the  estate  of  the  bankrupt,  with 
interest  upon  the  amount  of 
such  unclaimed  dividend  or 
dividends  or  undivided  surplus 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  computed 
from  the  time  at  which  such 
certificate  is  hereby  required  to 
be  filed,  at  the  rate  of  SL  per 
centum  per  annum,  for  such  time 
as  he  shall  thenceforth,  either 
solely  or  together  with  any  co- 
assignee  or  co-assignees,  or  other 
person  or  persons,  retain  such 
dividend  or  dividends  or  un- 
divided surplus,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  also  with  such  further 
sum  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  or 
the  Court  of  Review  shall  direct, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  at 
the  rate  of  20/.  per  centum  per 
annum,  to  be  computed  from  the 
time  aforesaid;  and  every  as- 
signee shall,  within  one  year  next 
after  the  filing  of  any  such  cer- 
tificate as  aforesaid,  pay  or  cause 
to  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of 
England^  to  the  name  of  the 
Accountant-General  of  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery,  or  of  the 
Accountant 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 


«9$ 


disposal  of  unclaimed  dividends,  and  the  undivided 
surplus  remaining  after  a  final  dividend.  These  are  to 
be  certified  by  the  assignee  to  the  Secretary  of  Bank- 
rupts ;  and,  after  the  lapse  of  a  definite  period,  are  to 
be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England  to  the  credit  of  the 
Accountant-General  in  bankruptcy,  and  placed  to  an 
account,  intituled  **  The  unclaimed  dividend  account,'* 
and  the  interest  of  the  fund  is  to  be  applicable  to  certain 
public  purposes  particularly  specified  in  the  act  Even 
assuming  that  the  provisions  of  the  5  &,  6  JV.4^  c.  29. 
extend  to  this  case  (which  clearly  they  do  not),  the 
title  of  the  Plaintiff  as  assignee  to  demand  and  recover 
these  dividends,  in  order  that  he  may  afterwards  dispose 
of  them  in  the  mode  which  the  legislature  has  pre- 
acribed,  would  remain  unaffected. 

Mr. 
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Accountant  in  Bankruptcy,  when 
such  last-mentioned  officer  shall 
have  been  appointed,  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  said  account,  to  be 
intituled  "  The  unclaimed  Divi- 
dend Account,"  the  full  amount 
of  the  unclaimed  dividends  men- 
tioned in  such  certificate,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  not  have 
been  then  paid  to  the  credi- 
tor or  creditors,  or  other  person 
or  persons  entitled  thereto,  and 
also  the  full  amount  of  such 
undivided  surplus  as  aforesaid; 
and  if  any  assignee  shall  make 
de^lt  in  such  payment,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, or  the  said  Court  of  Review, 
on  petition  or  otherwise,  to 
order  that  sudi  sum  or  sums  be 
forthwith  paid  into  the  Bank  of 
MngUmd  in  manner  aforesaid, 
together  with  such,  further  sum 


to  be  chaiged  on  such  assignee 
or  assignees,  or  other  party  or 
parties  personally,  as  to  the  said 
Lord  Chancellor,  or  to  the  sud 
Court  may  seem  fit,  not  exceed- 
ing at  and  after  the  rate  of, 
SO/,  per  centum  per  annum  on  the 
sum  or  sums  so  withheld,  to  be 
computed  from  the  filing  of  such 
certificate,  up  to  the  time  of 
payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  ; 
and  also  to  make  such  further 
order  as  to  costs,  oa  the  justice 
of  the  case  shall  seem  to  re- 
quire :  Provided  always^  that  no 
such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  of 
any  unclaimed  dividend  or  di» 
▼idends  shall  be  filed  until  the 
expiration  of  one  year  after  the 
declaration  and  order  for  pay- 
ment of  such  dividend  or  di- 
vidends. 


Vol.  hi. 
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1857.  Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Bethellj  Mr.  Wkitmanh^  Mr. 

^"frv^**^     Turner,  and  Mr.  Jemmeity  for  the  different  Defendants. 

Wmtok.  rpj^  Plaintiff's  demand  proceeds  on  some  interest 

which  the  bankrupt's  estate  and  the  general  body  of 
creditors  are  supposed  to  haTe  in  the  unclaimed  divi- 
dendsy  and  in  the  sums  set  apart  to  answer  unsub- 
stantiated claims.  But  the  Plaintiff  has  in  &ct  do 
interest  which  would  enable  him  to  maintain  a  suit. 
The  order  declaring  a  dividend,  and  directing  a  sum 
to  be  set  apart  to  answer  claims,  amounted  to  a  com- 
plete severance  of  the  funds  which  were  the  subject  of 
the  order  from  the  rest  of  the  estate ;  and  no  one  but 
the  particular  creditors,  for  whose  benefit  the  appn>- 
priation  was  made,  could  afterwards  maintain  a  claim 
to  any  portion  of  them.  There  is  no  distinction  in  this 
respect  between  a  sum  set  apart  to  answer  a  claim  and 
a  sum  appropriated  for  payment  of  a  dividend  declared 
on  a  debt ;  the  two  stand  precisely  on  the  same  footing, 
being  equally  considered  as  the  property  of  the  creditor, 
although  the  money  is  not  immediately  payable  in  the 
former  case.  Upon  this  principle  it  has  been  held, 
that  where  a  sum  is  appropriated,  and  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  assignee  to  answer  a  claim,  and  the  assignee  fails 
before  the  claim  has  been  matured  into  a  proof,  the  loss 
must  fell  on  the  creditor,  and  the  estate  is  discharged  ; 
Ex  parte  Grant,  (a)  The  effect  of  the  order  of  the  2d 
of  May  1818  was  immediately  to  convert  the  assignee 
into  a  trustee  for  the  several  particular  creditors  who  had 
proved;  and  he  ceased  from  that  moment  to  be  account- 
able either  to  the  commissioners  or  to  the  creditors  at 
large,  in  respect  of  the  funds  so  appropriated.  ^  I  think," 
says  Lord  Eldon^  in  Wackerbath  v.  PoweU,  ^*  when  the 
order  for  dividend  separates  the  particular  aliquot  parts 

to 
(a)  1  Mont.  4r  Mae.  77. 
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to  be  paid  to  each  creditor,  from  the  mass  of  the  personal  1 8S7* 
estate  of  the  bankrupt,  that  the  assignees  then  become 
debtors  to  him."  (a)  The  order  of  dividend  is  con^ 
elusive  of  the  right  to  payment ;  Ex  parte  Graham  (6), 
Ex  parte  WhitvoelL  {c)  That  such  was  the  lelative 
position  of  the  creditors  and  assignee,  according  to  tb^ 
old  law,  is  manifest  from  the  fact,  that  prior  to  the 
49  6.  S.  c.  121.,  the  particular  creditors  might  have 
brought  actions  for  the  amount  of  their  respective  divi- 
dends ;  Brown  v.  Butten  {d) ;  and  in  case  of  his  death, 
against  his  representatives:  against  the  latter,  indeed, 
their  only  remedy  was  by  action  or  by  a  suit  in  equity,  (e) 
The  twelfth  section  of  the  49  G.  3.  c.  121,  the  substance 
of  which  was  re-enacted  in  the  1 1 1th  section  of  the 
6  G.  4.  c.  16.,  first  deprived  the  creditor  of  this  right 
as  against  the  assignee,  and  compelled  him  to  apply  by 
petition  in  the  bankruptcy :  but  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing against  the  executors  or  administrators  of  a  deceased 
assignee  remained  unaltered.  The  111th  section  of 
the  6  G.  4.  c.  16.  applies  only  to  the  case  of  assignees 
refusing  to  pay  dividends  declared,  and  does  not  pretend 
to  touch  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  bring  an  action  or 
suit  for  such  dividends  against  the  personal  represent- 
atives of  assignees.  The  remedy,  if  taken  away  at  all, 
could  only  be  taken  away  by  an  implication  derived 
from  the  language  of  the  preceding  section,  the  110th. 
That  section,  however,  furnishes  no  warrant  for  such 
an  implication :  it  is  in  terms  confined  to  assignees 
themselves :  it  never  mentions  or  refers  to  dividends  in 
the  hands  of  their  personal  representatives;  and  Lord 
Eldon  has  decided  in  Wadcerbath  v.  Paooell^  that  the 
executors  of  an  assignee  are  not  within  it,  so  &r  as  re- 
lates 

fa)  8  Glyn  4r  Jo^  160.  {d)  DougL  407. 

{b)  I  Rote,  ^56.  (e)  See   E*  parte   TurvUUy 

(e)  8  Sose,  161.  1  MotU.  ^  AyH.  SS6* 
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1887*  ^  lates  to  the  penalties  thereby  imposed.  The  inference 
is,  that  if  not  within  it  for  one  purpose,  they  cannot  be 
within  it  for  any  purpose. 

Whether  the  1 10th  section  of  the  6  G.4f.  c  16.  can 
be  construed  as  giving  to  the  general  creditors  an 
interest  in  the  unclaimed  dividends,  in  a  case  like  the 
present,  where  the  assignees  whom  these  Defendants 
represent  were  dead  before  the  passing  of  the  act,  is 
extremely  doubtful.  The  general  tendency  of  the  deci- 
sions has  been  to  hold  that  the  new  provisions  in  the 
Bankrupt  Act  are  not  to  be  so  construed  as  to  operate 
retrospectively;  more  especially  as  to  those  sections 
which  are  worded  similarly  to  the  110th;  Maggs  v. 
HunL  (a)  Tlie  following  sections  have  been  held  not 
to  be  retrospective:  sect  73.,  WombmeU  v.  Lover {b)\ 
sect  92.,  Key  v.  Cook  {c) ;  sect  12?.,  Carew  v.  Ed- 
V>ard${d)\  sect  132.,  Ex  parte  Sammon{e\  Ex  parte 
Phillips,  {g)  But  assuming  the  operation  of  the  110th 
section  to  be  retrospective,  still  the  right  to  the  un- 
claimed dividends  is  not  thereby  absolutely  taken  away 
from  the  particular  creditor:  the  dividends  are  to  remain 
invested  for  three  years,  and,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  may,  at  his  discretion,  make  an 
order  for  their  distribution  among  the  general  body  of 
creditors.  Until  that  discretion  is  exercised,  however, 
there  can  be  no  right  in  the  general  body,  and  the 
proof,  therefore,  remains  till  then  effectual  for  the  spe- 
cific creditor,  and  with  it  the  dividend  which  is  the  fruit 
of  the  proof.  Upon  this  ground  it  was  determined  in 
Ex  parte  Renshcew  (A),  following  the  decision  of  Lord 

Lyndkursi 

(a)  4 Bmgh. 812.  {d)  4B.^  Add. 5Sl, 

\b)  2  Sim.  560.  {e)  Mont.  255. 

Ic)  -2  Mo.  4-  Pay.  720.    S.  C.  (g)  i  MorU.  ^  Ayrt.  674.,  and 

Norn.    Koy  v.  Ooodwin,  6  Bingk.  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  note. 

576.  (h)  4  Deac.  ^  Ch.  485. 
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LyndJimst  in  Ex  parte  Doxat  (a)^  that  the  interest  ac-  .1887. 
cruing  on  unclaimed  dividends  which  had  been  invested 
belonged,  not  to  the  general  estate  of  the  bankrupt,  but 
to  the  particular  creditors  who  subsequently  came  for- 
ward and  claimed  them.  That  Lord  Mdoris  opinion 
was  in  conformity  with  these  views,  appears  from  his 
observations  in  Wackerbatk  v.  PamelL  In  the  course  of 
his  judgment  in  that  case,  speaking  of  a  suit  to  be 
brought  for  the  unclaimed  dividends,  against  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  deceased  assignee,  who  had  converted  the 
dividends  to  his  own  use,  his  Lordship  says,  —  **  Whe- 
ther, under  the  circumstances,  any  suit  of  this  sort 
could  be  maintained  in  a  court  of  equity,  without  bring- 
ing before  the  Court  those  particular  creditors  who  were 
entitled  to  aliquot  shares  in  the  bankrupt's  estate,  after 
the  dividend  was  declared,  and  who,  after  that  dividend 
was  declared,  might,  prior  to  the  statute,  have  brought 
an  action  themselves  against  the  assignee  having  that 
dividend  in  his  hands,  or  who  might,  after  that  act 
passed,  by  a  petition  presented  to  this  Court,  have 
called  on  him  to  pay  the  money  to  them,  —  whether 
this  suit  in  this  shape  could  be  maintained  at  all,  — - 1 
pass  that  over,  because  there  is  no  complaint  in  the  ap- 
peal with  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  this  demand 
is  made/' 

It  has  become  less  material,  perhaps,  to  consider  this 
question,  because  the  110th  section  of  the  6  G.  4.  c.  16. 
has  been  wholly  repealed  by  the  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  29.,  the 
provisions  of  which,  so  far  as  regards  the  remedy  given 
against  assignees,  are  expressed  in  the  same  language* 
If  the  former  statute,  therefore,  applied  to  the  present 
case,  so  also  must  the  latter.  By  the  latter,  the  un- 
claimed dividends,  together  with  the  undivided  surplus 

remaining 
{a)  Nov,  18.  1830.  mentioned  in  ex  parte  Renthaw, 
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18S7.  remaining  after  a  final  dividend^  are  made  applicable  to 
certain  public  purposes  in  which  the  estate  of  the  bank- 
tupt  and  the  parties  representing  it  have  no  concern,  {a, 
Any  interest  which  either  the  particular  creditors,  or 
the  general  body,  might  be  supposed  to  have  in  such 
dividends  and  surplus,  is  completely  devested  out  of 
them,  and  is  transferred  to  the  public.  If  the  act 
applies,  the  title  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  dividends 
for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  act  must  be  in  the 
Attorney-General,  and  not  in  the  official  assignee.  In 
any  view  of  the  case,  the  official  assignee  cannot  be 
entitled  to  sue  for  them.  According  to  the  frame  of 
this  bill,  the  claim  is  asserted,  not  on  behalf  of  the  par- 
ticular creditors,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
body ;  and  the  rights  of  the  latter,  which  were  only 
created  by  the  6  G.  4.  c.  16.,  were  expressly  taken  away 
by  the  late  act.  If,  however,  those  statutes  do  not 
apply,  and  the  claim  is  considered  to  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  particular  creditors,  those  creditors,  as  the 
cestuis  que  trust  of  the  fund,  ought  all  to  be  joined  as 
parties.  There  may  be  particular  equities  affecting  the 
amount  of  the  dividends  payable  to  each.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  deceased  assignees  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  plead  releases,  or  establish  a  set-off  against 
some  of  the  particular  creditors ;  they  may  have  a  good 
defence  against  many,  though  not  against  all.  Again, 
each  of  those  creditors  has  a  separate  right  of  action 
against  the  Defendants,  for  the  amount  of  the  sum 
allotted  to  him  as  his  dividend;  and  how  will  that 
right  be  precluded  by  permitting  the  assignee  to  recover 
on  behalf  of  them  all  ?  Payment  to  the  Plaintiff  will  be 
no  defence  to  such  an  action,  unless  it  can  be  shewn 
that  the  right  of  action  is  gone.  Neither  would  it  be 
any  discharge  of  the  covenant  which  fVeston  the  elder 

entered 
(a)  See  In  ike  MtOUr  of  PoeidkigUm,  S  MofU.  ^  AyH.  7S9. 
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entered  into  with  the  commissioners  duly  to  account 
with  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors.  Suppose  the 
unclaimed  dividends  to  be  paid  to  the  Plaintiff,  and  he 
were  to  become  insolvent,  would  the  bankrupt's  estate^ 
or  the  Defendant's,  be  discharged  ?  Upon  whom  would 
the  loss  fidl? 

There  is  this  distinction  between  the  case  of  Weston 
the  father  and  that  of  Weston  the  son,  that  the  assets  of 
the  former  have  been  long  since  fully  administered, 
and  all  the  monies  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  bank- 
rupt's estate,  with  the  exception  of  die  916/.  I85.  5<f., 
were  received  by  or  fully  accounted  for  to  Weston  the 
son,  who  in  his  character  of  Assignee  debited  himself 
with  the  amount,  in  the  account  which  he  rendered  to 
the  commissioners.  That  account  was  a  complete  and 
formal  discharge  of  the  father's  estate  from  every  thing 
except  the  sum  of  916/.  18«.  5d^  which,  consistuig  as  it 
did  of  unclaimed  dividends,  cannot,  for  the  reasons 
already  urged,  be  now  recovered  by  the  Plaintiff* 

7^  SdicitoT'-Generdl^  in  reply. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  this  day  delivered  judgment      ^^-  ^* 
as  follows :  — 

The  question  in  this  case,  so  far  as  respects  the  estate 
of  William  Weston  the  elder  is,  whether  the  Plaintiff,  as 
official  assignee,  has  any  such  estate  or  interest  in  a  sum 
of  916/.  I85.  5</.,  which,  by  an  account  rendered  in  the 
year  1818^  appears  to  have  been  the  amount  of  divi- 
dends not  called  for,  and  then  in  the  hands  of  William 
Weston  the  elder,  the  then  assignee  of  the  bankrupt's 
estate,  as  to  entitle  him  to  maintain  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose against  the  personal  representatives  of  that  assignee. 
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It  must  be  assumed  for  the  purpose  of  tndng  the 
questicm,  that  this  sum  was  never  paid  over  to  the  ere-* 
ditors.  No  such  payment  has  been  proved;  but  it  is 
said  that  the  Plaintiff,  as  official  assignee  of  the  estate, 
is  not  entitled,  by  a  bill»  to  inquire  into  the  application 
of  the  money,  or  to  recover  the  amount  against  the 
estate  of  the  assignee* 

I  will  first  consider  what  is  the  estate  and  interest  of 
the  official  assignee  in  the  property  of  the  bankrupt 

By  the  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  56.  s.  22.,  all  the  personal 
estate 'of  the  bankrupt  is  to  be  possessed  and  received 
by  the  official  assignee  ;*and  by  the  twenty-fifth  section 
of  the  same  act,  all  the  personal  estate,  vested  in  a 
deceased  assignee,  vests,  by  the  appointment  of  a  new  as- 
signee, in  such  new  assignee  without  any  deed  of  assign- 
ment;  so  that  if  the  property  in  question  be  part  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  Plain- 
tiff's estate  and  interest  in  such  property. 

That  it  was  part  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  is  not  dis- 
puted, and  the  question  is,  whether  it  ceased  to  be  so 
by  the  effect  of  the  order  (a)  for  a  dividend,  which  in 
this  case  was  made  prior  to  the  year  180S.  By  such 
order,  it  is  contended,  that  William  Weston  the  father 
ceased  to  hold  the  sum  of  916/.  185.  5d.  in  his  cha- 
racter  of  assignee,  and  became  a  trustee  of  it  for  the 
several  creditors  whose  debts  had  been  proved,  that  is 
to  say,  for  all  the  creditors. 

Now 

(a)  In  point  of  fact,  the  but  the  whole  sum  was  treated, 
916/.  18«.  5d,  consisted  of  un-  throughout,  both  in  the  argil- 
claimed  dividends  declared  under  ment  and  judgment,  as  arising 
three  several  orders  of  dividend;  under  one  order. 
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Now  what  was  the  real  effect  and  operation  of  that  1837. 
order  for  a  dividend?  The  assignee,  from  the  com- 
mencement, held  the  assets  as  trustee  for  all  the  bank- 
rupt's creditors  ;^  but  until  the  debts  had  been  ascer- 
tained, it  was  uncertain  who  were  the  parties  interested 
in  the  trust.  When,  however,  by  the  proof  of  debts, 
the  parties  interested  are  supposed  to  be  ascertained,  an 
order  is  made  for  dividing  what  may  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  assignee,  amongst  the  creditors  who  have  so  proved. 
The  property  to  be  divided  is  the  estate  of  the  bank- 
rupt; and  it  does  not  appear  very  obvious  how  such 
property  can  cease  to  be  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt, 
because  the  state  of  the  proceedings  enables  the  com- 
missioners to  ascertain  the  creditors  amongst  whom  it  is 
to  be  divided.  The  trust  remains,  as  before,,  a  trust  for 
all  the  creditors,  although  the  individuals  composing 
that  body  are  ascertained.  An  order  for  a  dividend  is 
not  an  appropriation  of  any  particular  part  of  the  bank- 
rupt's estate  to  any  particular  creditors,  but  an  order  to 
pay  a  proportion  of  all  the  debts  out  of  the  bankrupt's 
estate,  there  appearing  to  be  assets  for  that  purpose. 

If  an  executor  be  ordered  to  pay  a  debt  or  a  legacy 
of  his  testator,  the  assets  out  of  which  such  payment  is 
to  be  made  do  not  cease  to  be  part  of  the  estate  of 
such  testator  until  the  payment  is  actually  made.  That 
an  action  of  assumpsit  would  lie  for  the  dividend,  as  first 
decided  in  Brawn  v.  Bullen{a\  cannot  disprove  this 
proposition ;  for  it  is  clear  that  an  order  for  such  pay- 
ment might  have  been  made  under  the  jurisdiction  in 
bankruptcy;  Ex  parte  White  (b) ;  which  would  not  have 
been  done  if,  as  contended  in  this  case,  the  assignee, 
quoad  the  sum  out  of  which  the  dividend  was  to  be 
paid,  was  no  longer  under  that  jurisdiction.     It  is, 

therefore, 

(a)  Dotif.407.  (fi)  1  M.  91. 
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therefore^  not  material  to  consider  whether  the  right  to 
recorer  a  dividend  in  assumputy  first  established  in  the 
year  1780,  and  taken  away  in  the  year  1809  by  the 
49  G.  S.  Ci  121.,  was  founded  upon  a  true  consideration 
of  the  situation  of  the  parties.  It  is  also  clear  that, 
after  a  dividend  declared,  the  debt  might  be  expunged, 
and  that  as  soon  as  that  was  done,  the  amount  of  the 
dividend  upon  such  debt  would  be  part  of  the  general 
estate,  and  that  not  by  any  re-assignment  or  restoration 
of  a  devested  title,  but  continuing  a  part  of  that  estate 
from  which  it  had  never  been  separated,  (a) 

What  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  ?  That  the  moment  a  dividend  is  declared, 
which  may  be  of  the  whole  estate,  the  assignee  may  ap* 
propriate  all  the  money  to  his  own  use,  for  which  there 
would  be  no  remedy  in  bankruptcy;  —  none  but  by  the 
individual  claims  of  the  particular  creditors;  and  it 
being  contended  that  sums  set  apart  to  answer  claims 
are  in  the  same  situation  as  dividends  declared,  the 
same  result  would  follow  as  to  them,  although  such 
creditors  could  not  be  in  a  situation  to  secure  the  fund. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  ascertained,  whether  the  law  as 
it  is  to  be  found  in  the  various  acts  of  parliament  upon 
this  subject,  does  so  consider  this  property,  and  is  so 
insufficient  for  its  protection. 

By  the  5  G.  2.  c.  SO.  5. 82.,  after  reciting  the  evil  from 
monies  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  assignees,  whereby 
they  delay  the  dividing  thereof,  it  is  provided  that  the 
creditors  should  direct  in  what  manner  the  monies 
arising  from  the  bankrupt's  estate  should  be  paid  in 
and  remain,  until  the  same  should  be  divided  amongst 

aU 
(a)  WmicethM  v.  P<m^^  SlGl.J^J.  151.;  see  p,  155. 
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all  the  creditors:  and  by  the  thirty-third  sectioDi  after  18S7. 
directing  the  mode  of  making  an  order  for  a  dividend, 
it  is  provided  that  the  assignee  shall  forthwith  make 
such  dividend  and  distribution  accordingly,  and  shall 
take  receipts  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
from  each  creditor,  which  order  and  receipt  is  to  be  a 
full  and  efiectual  discharge  to  such  assignee^  for  so 
much  as  -he  shall  fairly  pay  pursuant  to  such  order. 
By  Lord  LoughbarougVs  order  of  the  8th  of  March 
1794,  after  reciting  that  the  creditors  did  not  always 
give  directions  in  pursuance  of  the  above  act,  it  is  di- 
rected that  in  such  case  the  assignees  should  pay  all 
monies  amounting  to  lOOA,  into  the  Bank,  there  to  re^ 
main  until  the  same  should  be  divided  amongst  the 
bankrupt's  creditors,  and  that  all  assignees  should  in 
liitare  covenant  to  pay  the  same,  conformably  to  the 
direction  of  the  creditors,  or  of  that  order. 

By  the  49  G.  8.  c.  121.  s.  8.,  the  commissioners  are 
directed,  in  default  of  any  direction  by  the  creditors,  to 
direct  how,  with  whom,  and  where,  the  bankrupt's 
estate  shall  be  paid  in  and  remain  until  the  same  shall 
be  divided  amongst  the  creditors.  By  the  seventh 
section,  the  commissioners  are  authorised  to  direct  the 
investment  in  exchequer  bills,  of  all  monies  paid  in  for 
the  purpose  of  being  divided  amongst  creditors,  or  any 
money  retained  to  answer  any  claims,  or  any  dividends 
ordered  to  be  retained  by  the  assignees. 

All  these  provisions  consider  the  whole  of  the  bank- 
rupt's estate  received  by  the  assignees,  until  actually 
divided  and  paid  to  the  creditors,  as  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction in  bankruptcy;  and  such  was  the  state  of  the 
law  in  June  1818,  when  Weston  the  elder  died,  and  in 
April  1824,  when  Weston  the  younger  died,  each  at  the 
time  of  his  death  having  considerable  sums  in  his  hands 

belonging 
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18S7.  belonging  to  the  bankrupt's  estate.  Of  so  much  of  such 
monies  as  had  not  been  what  has  been  called  appro^ 
priated  to  the  payment  of  dividends,  it  is  not  disputed 
that  an  account  must  be  taken. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  distinction  was  made  in 
any  of  the  legislative  provisions  I  have  hitherto  referred 
to,  between  any  parts  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  until 
actual  payment  of  the  dividends.  The  subsequent  enact- 
ments are  still  more  specific,  in  shewing  that  the  sums 
left  in  the  hands  of  assignees  for  the  purpose  of  pajring 
dividends,  have  always  been  considered  as  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  in  bankruptcy,  and  subject  to  be  ac- 
counted for  as  such. 

By  the  6  G.  4.  c.  16.  5, 1 10.,  assignees  are  to  account 
for  all  unclaimed  dividends;  which  are  to  be  invested 
under  the  direction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  if  not 
claimed  within  three  years,  to  be  divided  amongst  the 
other  creditors.  It  was  argued  that  this  section  was 
not  retrospective,  by  which  it  must  have  been  intended 
that  it  did  not  operate  upon  the  existing  commissions ; 
but  the  enactment  is  general — if  any  assignees  under  any 
commission  shall  not,  within  six  months  after  the  act 
comes  into  operation,  or  two  months  after  one  year 
from  any  declaration  of  dividends,  &c.  —  which  must 
mean  six  months  after  the  act  comes  into  operation,  as 
to  all  cases  in  which  orders  for  dividends  had  been  then 
made,  and  the  longer  period,  in  all  cases  in  which  orders 
for  dividends  should  afterwards  be  made. 

At  the  date  of  this  act,  in  the  year  1825,  both  the 
Westons  were  dead ;  but  its  provisions  ace  important,  as 
shewing,  from  the  5th  of  George  2.  (in  17S2)  downwards, 
a  r^ular  series  of  legislative  recognitions  of  the  liability 
of  assignees  to  account,  under  the  jurisdiction  in  bank- 
ruptcy. 
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ruptcy,  for  monies  out  of  which  they  had  been  ordered  18S7« 
to  pay  dividends^  and  of  such  monies  being  part  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate  until  actually  paid  to  the  creditors* 
'Whether  this  particular  provision,  however,  be  retro* 
spective  or  not,  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any  importance, 
because  that  provision  is  repealed  by  the  5  &  6  fV.  4. 
c.  29.  5. 5. ;  and  by  the  6th  and  7th  sections  (which 
clearly  operated  upon  existing  commissions,  the  7th 
section  specifying  any  commission  or  fiat  n&w  issued  or 
hereafter  to  be  issued)  all  unclaimed  dividends  are  to  be 
paid  into  the  Bank,  and  any  assignee  who  shall  make 
default  is  to  be  charged,  in  account  with  the  bankrupt's 
estate,  with  interest  upon  the  amount 

These  provisions  do  not  appear  to  me  materially  to 
afiect  the  present  question,  as  they  only  direct  the 
application  of  a  fund  which  has,  at  all  times,  been  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  and  which  has 
been  so  treated  by  legislative  enactments  for  above  a 
hundred  years ;  and  if  it  be  part  of  the  bankrupt's  es- 
tate, then,  beyond  all  doubt,  it  is  vested  in  the  assignee, 
and  he  is  entitled  to  sue  for  it 

It  appears  to  me  that  nothing  has  raised  any  doubt 
upon  this  subject  but  the  cases  which  decided  that  an 
action  would  lie  for  a  dividend,  and  that  a  creditor 
neglecting  to  call  for  his  dividend  was  to  bear  the  loss 
of  the  fund.  That  the  creditor  should  be  so  liable  is 
undoubtedly  just,  as  it  was  his  neglect  which  occasioned 
the  loss ;  but  whether  reconcilable  or  not  with  the  real 
position  of  the  parties  and  state  of  the  property,  those 
decisions  cannot  operate  against  the  conclusion,  arising 
from  the  considerations  I  have  before  observed  upon, 
that,  until  the  dividends  are  actually  paid,  all  the  bank- 
rupt's estate  received  by  the  assignees  remains  part  of 
that  estate. 

I  halve 
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1837«  ^  I  have  been  induced  to  enter  thus  fully  into  the 
consideration  of  this  case,  by  the  high  respect  I  feel  for 
every  suggestion  coming  from  so  eminent  and  learned  a 
Judge  as  Lord  Eldoiu  I  must,  however,  observe  that 
what  fell  from  his  lordship  in  Wackerbath  v.  Pawdl  {a) 
was  wholly  extra-judicial.  He  desires,  indeed,  that  it 
may  be  so  considered,  and  says  he  only  mentions  the 
points  to  shew  that  he  gave  no  opinion  upon  them  ;  but 
still  there  is  sufficient  indication  of  what  was  floating  in 
his  mind  to  entide  his  observations  to  great  weight.  It 
is  highly  probable  that,  if  he  had  found  it  necessary  to 
give  a  judgment  upon  those  points,  he  would,  after  be- 
stowing that  consideration  on  them  which  he  always  did,  • 
have  had  his  doubts  removed.  Be  that,  however,  as  it 
may,  after  carefully  considering  those  doubts,  and  all  the 
views  and  bearings  of  the  subject  which  the  facts  and 
the  arguments  at  the  bar  have  presented  to  my  mind,  I 
am  fiilly  satisfied  that  there  is  in  the  Plaintiff  such  a  title 
to  the  ftinds  in  question  as  will  support  the  suit  he  has 
instituted,  and  that  he  is  therefore  entitied  to  a  decree. 

The  view  I  take  of  the  nature  and  position  of  the 
funds  in  question,  considering  them  as  part  of  the  bank- 
rupt's estate,  because  not  actually  paid  to  the  creditors, 
renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  observation 
upon  the  points  raised  as  tp  the  Attorney-General  being 
the  proper  authority  to  protect  the  fund,  and  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  unpaid  creditors  being  parties.  The 
accounts  of  the  years  1818  and  1821,  shewing  the 
amount  of  monies  then  in  the  hands  of  Weston  the  father 
and  Weston  the  son,  the  inquiry  will  be  in  what  manner 
such  sums  have  been  since  possessed,  paid^  applied,  or 
disposed  of. 
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NEATE  V.  The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH.  isss. 

Jafi.16,17.20. 

^I^HIS  was  a  bill  filed  by  a  judgment  creditor  of  the  A  judgment 

-^    Duke  of  Marlborough.     After  detafling  the  trans-  aSs  to''''''' 

actions  out  of  which  the  debt  arose,  and  the  circum-  enforce  his 

stances  under  which  the  original  security  (which  con-  ^i^t  his 

sisted  of  a  bond)  was  given,  the  bill  stated  that  final  debtor's  equit- 
.    -  .        1  1       ^    1       n  1.T         *  *^"'®  interest 

judgment  was  signed  on  the  25th  of  November  1818.  in  freehold 

It  then  went  on  to  allege  that  the  judgment  had  been  ^?f^f®  ^^  ^. 

duly  kept  on  foot  by  continuances,  and  was  now  in  full  must  pre- 

force,  and  had  not  been  satisfied,  reversed,  or  vacated ;  ©lu  m  «C«?i^  • 

but  it  did  not  allege  that  any  elegit  had  been  sued  out  &nd  if  his  bill 

upon  the  judgment,  and  in  fact  no  elegit  had  been  sued  lege  that  he 

out.     It  then  stated  (among  other  things)  the  substance  ^^  done  so, 

^  it  is  demur- 

of  certain  deeds  dated  the  8th  of  August  1818,  whereby  rable. 

freehold  estates  belonging  to  the  Defendant  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough^  and  of  large  annual  value,  were,  together 
with  certain  leaseholds  and  other  personal  chattels,  con- 
veyed to  and  vested  in  the  other  Defendant,  General 
St.  John^  upon  the  trusts  therein  mentioned ;  and  it  al- 
leged that,  under  those  trusts,  a  sum  of  3000/.  a  year 
was  payable  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  property  comprised  in  the  deeds. 

The  bill  charged  that,  by  virtue  of  the  trusts,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  was  entitled  to  an  equitable  in- 
terest in  freehold  lands  to  the  extent  of  3000/.  a  year, 
or  thereabouts,  and  that,  as  an  unpaid  judgment  cre- 
ditor, the  Plaintiff  had  an  equitable  lien  upon  that 
annual  sum  for  the  amount  of  his  debt.  The  biU  also 
contained  an  allegation  that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
had  not  now  any  personal  property  which  was  liable  to 
be  taken  in  execution  at  law ;  and  that  unless  the  Plain- 
tiff 
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183B.        tiff  should  be  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of  this  Court,  to 

^■^TV^^     obtain  satisfaction  of  his  debt  out  of  the  Duke's  equit- 

9.  able  beneficial  interest  in  the  estates  and  premises  com- 

\Ea^       prised  in   the  before-mentioned  deeds,  he  would  be 

BOBODOH.      wholly  without  the  means  of  recovering  payment  of 

his  debt 

The  bill  prayed  that  the  Plaindff  might  be  declared 
entitled  to  such  lien  accordingly;  that  an  account 
might  be  taken  of  what  was  annually  coming  to  the 
Defendant,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  by  virtue  of  the 
trust-deeds,  and  that  what  should  be  found  payable  on 
that  account  might  be  applied,  by  the  other  Defendant, 
towards  satisfaction  of  the  Plaintiff's  debt. 

The  Defendants  filed  separate  demurrers  to  the  bill, 
for  want  of  equity;  and  the  Vice-Chanoellor  having 
allowed  the  demurrers,  the  Plaintiff  now  appealed. 

Mr.  Temple^  and  Mr.  Ellison,  for  the  bill. 

Upon  the  argument  of  the  demurrers  in  the  Court 
below,  several  objections  were  taken,  arising  upon  the 
frame  of  the  bill  and  the  mode  in  which  the  trust  for  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  was  stated.  But  they  were  not 
relied  upon  in  the  judgment,  which  the  Vice-Chancellor 
rested  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  on  the  ground  that  the  bill 
did  not  contain  an  allegation  that  the  Plaintiff  had  sued 
out  an  elegit  upon  his  judgment.  His  Honor  considered 
that  a  judgment  creditor  was  not  entitled  to  apply  for 
rhe  assistance  of  a  court  of  equity  in  order  to  enforce 
his  security  against  an  equitable  estate,  unless  he  had 
used  the  utmost  diligence  to  perfect  his  title  at  law;  and 
that  he  was  bound,  therefore,  before  he  came  here,  to 
have  issued  an  elegit;  and  then  in  his  bill  to  allege 
that  circumstance  as  a  fact  essential  to  his  title.  His 
Honor's  opinion  was  founded  upon  a  passage  in  Lord 

Bede$dale*s 
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Bedesdal^s  JVeatise  {a)j  where,  speaking  of  a  suit  by  a  1838. 
judgment  creditor,  his  Lordship  says,  **  In  any  case  to 
procure  relief  in  equity  the  creditor  must  shew,  by  his 
bill,  that  he  has  proceeded  at  hiw  to  the  extent  neces- 
sary to  give  him  a  complete  title.  Thus,  in  the  cases 
alluded  to  of  an  elegit  and  Jleri  facias^  he  must  shew 
that  he  has  sued  out  the  writs  the  execution  of  which  is 
avoided,  or  the  Defendant  may  demur ;  but  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  Plaintiff  to  procure  returns  to  those 
writs/'  No  doubt,  Lord  RedesdaUfs  proposition  is  cor- 
rect with  regard  to  the  writ  of  ^fieri  facias :  but  it  is 
otherwise  with  respect  to  the  writ  of  elegit^  because  it  is 
the  judgment  itself,  and  not  the  elegit^  which  gives  the 
lien  upon  the  land ;  Sionehewer  v.  TAompson  (6).  The 
authorities  on  which  Lord  Redesdale  relies,  Angell  ▼• 
Draper  {c)  and  Shirley  v.  Watts  {d\  and  others  which 
might  be  mentioned,  such  as  Balch  v.  Wastall  (e)  and 
King  V.  Marissal{g)j  only  apply  to  personal  estate ;  and 
there  the  decisions  were  unquestionably  right,  for  chat- 
tels are  not  bound  by  the  judgment,  but  only  by  the 
writ  of  execution ;  Burdon  v.  Kennedy  (A),  Higgins  v*  The 
York  Buildings  Company  (i),  Payne  v.  Dreae.  {k)  In  Mr. 
'Raithbtf%  note  to  the  case  in  Vernon  (/),  two  other  cases  are 
mentioned  which  support  the  distinction :  in  Mannings 
ham  V.  Ijord  Bolingbroke  (m)  a  demurrer,  on  the  ground 
that  no  elegit  had  been  sued  out,  was  over-ruled ;  and 
Ijeith  ▼.  Pcpe{n)  seems  to  have  been  to  the  same  effect. 
No  case  can  be  produced  in  which  it  has^been  decided 

that 

(a)  JfUd.  PL  186.  4tb  edit.  (i)  2  Atk,  107. 

(5)  S  Atk.  440.  (Ar)  4  Bait,  532. 

(c)  1  rem.  399.  (/)  1  Verfi.  599.  note, 

(rf)  5  Aik.  200.  (w)  EaH.  T.  1777.    S  Die*. 

{e)  I  P.  Wmt,  445. ;  and  see  533. 

Cuddm  V.  Hubert,  7  ^m.  485.  (n)  17th  Jtdy  1780.     2  Didt. 

(g)  3/1^.192.  575. 
{h)  3Atk.l59. 

Vol.  Ill,  E  e 
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1888.       that  the  rule  applicable  to  chattels  extends  to  freehold 
'^"^r^^*"'^     estate,  although,  in  the  argument  on  the  other  side,  it 
V.  was  assumed   to  apply  equally  to  both.     In  an  un- 

^^^MaHl^  ^*^  reported  case  of  Taamshend  v.  Askew  {a\  the  very 
sosoDGH*  point  arose  before  Lord  Eldaru  That  was  a  suit  by  a 
judgment  creditor  against  his  debtor,  and  against  a  sub- 
sequent  incumbrancer  of  the  estates,  who  had  obtained 
an  assignment  of  a  prior  term ;  and  the  question  was, 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  the  term  could  be 
set  up  against  the  judgment.  The  bill  expressly  stated 
that  no  elegit  had  been  issued.  The  Vice-Chancellor 
having  made  an  order  for  a  receiver,  the  order  was 
afterwards  appealed  against,  and  then  the  objection  of  the 
want  of  an  elegit  was  taken.  Lord  Eldon  at  first  enter- 
tained some  doubt  whether  an  elegit  might  not  be  neces- 
sary ;  and  the  matter  stood  over,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  Lord  Bedesdale  on  the  point.  Event- 
ually, however,  his  Lordship  decided  that  an  elegit  was 
unnecessary.  This  distinctly  appears  from  the  note  of 
his  Lordship's  judgment,  taken  by  Mr.  Heald  on  the 
back  of  his  brief  at  the  hearing.  (A)  Lord  Eldon^  there- 
fore, affirmed  the  order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor ;  and 
afterwards,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  a  decree  was 
made  for  payment  of  the  Plaintiff's  debt  with  costs,  out 
of  the  rents  received  by  the  incumbrancer.  That  case 
is  an  express  authority  in  the  Plaintiff's  favour.  The 
•  same  doctrine  is  strongly  confirmed  by  the  decision  of 
Lord  Lyndkurst  in  Lord  Dillon  v.  Plaskett  (c),  where, 

upon 
{d\  Dec,  1 824.  sonalty,  you  must  take  out  a 

(b)  The  brief  was  produced  fieri  faciat.  I  have  consulted 
in  Court.  The  note  was  to  this  Lord  Bedesdale,  and  his  notion 
effect:— ''I  have  always  con-  is,  that  whatever  was  the  old 
sidered  the  elegU  a  mere  form,  practice,  an  clegU  is  not  ne- 
as  you  could  not  execute  it.  -  cessary,  though  as  to  personal 
Lord  King  said  an  elegU  was  not  estate,  s^  fieri  facitu  is." 
necessary;  but  if  you  wanted  (c)  2Bligk,250,  iST.  S. 
equitable  relief  as  to  the  per- 
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upon  a  bill  by  judgment  creditors,  claiming  to  be  en-  1838. 

titled  to  a  moiety  of  a  rent-charge  issuing  out  of  three  ^^^T^^^"^ 

counties  in  Ireland^  his  Lordship  held  it  was  no  objec-  v, 

tion  to  their  claim  that  they  had  sued  out  only  one  TheDuke of 

elegit,  BoaouoH. 

It  is  admitted  that  an  elegit  need  not  be  returned; 
Lord  Dillon  v.  Plaskett  (a) :  and  yet,  if,  in  order  to  give 
him  a  loctis  standi^  the  Plaintiff  is  bound  to  shew  that 
he  has  used  the  utmost  diligence  at  law,  there  ought, 
for  the  same  reason,  to  be  a  previous  return  to  the 
writ.  What  would  be  the  use  of  requiring  that  an 
elegit  should  have  issued  ?  It.  would  only  be  an  idle 
and  expensive  form.  The  very  object  of  the  creditor 
in  coming  here  is  to  obtain  the  same  benefit  against 
the  equitable  estate,  as  the  elegit  would  have  given 
him  at  law.  The  Court,  however,  when  it  once  assumes 
the  jurisdiction  in  these  cases,  does  not  act  merely 
as  auxiliary  to  the  writ;  but  it  takes  upon  itself  to 
administer  justice  to  the  creditor  through  the  medium 
of  its  own  independent  powers.  In  Foster  v.  Black" 
stone  (b)  and  in  Lewis  v.  Lord  Zouche  {c\  tlie  right  of  a 
judgment  creditor  to  have  his  debt  paid  out  of  the  debt- 
or's equitable  interest  in  lands,  was  not  disputed.  This 
bill,  therefore,  does  not  ask  a  moiety  of  the  rents  only ; 
but  it  prays  that  the  amount  of  the  Plaintiff's  debt  may 
be  satisfied  out  of  the  debtor's  equitable  estate  in  the 
hands  of  his  trustee. 

Mr.  Jacobs  Mr.  Wray^  and  Mr.  Bichards^  for  the 
demurrers. 

One  question  upon  these  demurrers  is,  whether  the 
Plaintiff  has   sufficiently  stated   his    title   in   his  bill. 

Another 

(a)  2  Bligh^  S39.  N.  S.  {c)  2  Sim.  388. 

(5)  1  Mylme  ^  KecUy  307. 
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18S8.        Another  is^  whether  he  has  taken  a  step,  which,  ac- 
^^^*"^     cording  to   every  printed   case  where   the  point  has 
«.  been  considered,  has  been  held  to  be  indispensable  in 

^Mabl.^  ^^  ^"^^^  ^  entitle  him  to  apply  to  this  Court  at  all.  Upon 
BOROUGH,  the  latter,  which  is  the  more  material  question,  the  high 
authority  of  Lord  Medesdale,  in  the  passage  already 
quoted,  is  express  and  decisive.  Probably  there  is 
some  mistake  in  the  note  which  has  been  produced  of 
Lord  EldorCs  judgment  in  Taamshend  v.  Askex,  pur- 
porting to  give  the  opinion  of  Lord  Eedesdale;  and  at  all 
events,  even  if  correctly  given,  it  can  have  little  weight 
against  the  deliberate  statement  of  the  rule  contained 
in  the  Treatise  on  Pleading*  The  fourth  edition  of  that 
work  (as  appears  from  the  preface)  was  revised  by  the 
author  himself,  and  although  it  was  published  some 
years  subsequently  to  the  date  of  Lord  Eldon^s  order  in 
Taamshend  v.  AskeWf  it  states  the  rule  in  the  very  same 
terms  as  the  third  edition  had  done.  The  inference  is 
unavoidable,  either  that  the  manuscript  note  of  Towns- 
hend  v.  Askew  is  erroneous,  or  that  Lord  Eedesdak^  on 
reconsideration,  saw  reason  to  adhere  to  his  original 
opinion.  In  Taamshend  v.  Askea>  the  contest  was  not 
between  the  creditor  and  the  debtor,  but  between  two 
competing  incumbrancers,  each  claiming  priority:  and 
it  is  a  not  immaterial  circumstance,  that  after  the  bill  in 
that  case  had  been  filed,  and  the  objection  of  the  want 
of  the  elegit  had  been  taken,  the  Plaintiff,  having 
some  misgivings  as  to  the  correctness  of  his  course,  ac- 
tually sued  out  an  elegit.  In  Davidson  v.  Foley  (a)  the 
necessity  for  issuing  the  writ,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
title  to  sue,  is  taken  for  granted.  That  the  rule  has 
always  been  so  understood  and  acted  upon,  is  clear 
from  the  course  which  was  taken  by  the  Plaintiffs  in 
the  several  cases  of  Bennet  v.  Musgraoe{b)^  Bowe  v. 

Bant, 
(a)  9  Bro.  C.  C.  203.  (b)  2  Fes.  sen.  51. 
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Bant{a\  Stephens  v.  Olive  (6),  Mountford  v.  Taylor  {c)^  1838. 
Lewis  V.  Lord  Zouche{d\  Cocker  v.  Lord  Egmont,{e) 
In  Curling  v.  Marquis  •  Townsheful  (g\  which  came 
before  Lord  JS^cion  upon  an  application  for  a  receiver  ■^^'j^^g^f 
by  a  judgment  creditor  who  had  sued  out  an  elegilf  his  BoaoucK. 
Lordship  considered  that  the  having  taken  out  exe- 
cudon  was  a  material  circumstance  in  the  creditor's 
title.  Even  in  the  case  of  Lord  Dillon  v.  Plaskelt, 
which  has  been  cited  for  the  Plaintiff,  the  House  of 
Lords  recognised  the  necessity  of  there  being  an  elegit, 
though  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  considered  that 
the  exigency  of  the  rule  had  been  sufficiently  complied 
with  in  that  case- 
Independently,  however,  of  authorities,  there  is  abun- 
dant reason  on  principle  for  requiring  the  rule  to  be 
observed.  Whenever,  as  in  the  present  case,  a  court 
of  equity  is  called  upon  to  assist  the  proceedings  in 
another  court,  and  to  enable  a  party  to  make  effec- 
tual here  a  right  which  he  has  acquired  in  such  other 
court,  he  ought  to  come  forward  with  the  best  possible 
proof  that,  in  the  court  from  which  he  comes,  he  stands 
in  the  situation  of  being  at  once  entided  to  the  right 
which  he  claims;  and  such  proof  is  furnished  by  his 
being  in  the  condition  to  sustain  an  elegit.  There  are 
judgments  in  which  the  party  obtaining  them  has  not 
the  right  to  sue  out  immediate  execudon ;  —judgments 
against  assets  quando  acciderint,  judgments  with  stay  of 
execution,  judgments  against  a  party  qua  heir  or  exe- 
cutor, &c. ;  but  the  actually  having  sued  out  the  writ  is 
conclusive  proof  that  the  judgment  is  one  upon  which 
the  party  is  entitled  to  immediate  execudon.  Besides, 
the  right  of  the  judgment  creditor  to  the  rents  begins 

to 

[a)  1  Dieh,  150.  (0  6  Sim,  311.;  and  see  Tim- 

{b)  2  Bro,  C  C.  90.  itaU  v.  Trappei^  Lawton*t  Cate, 

(c)  €  Vet.  788.  3  Sim,  886. 

(rf)  S  Sim.  388.  (g)  19  >>#»  628.   See  p.  652, 

Ee  3 


414  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

to  run  only  from  the  time  when  the  elegit  issues.    That 
fixes  the  moment  from  which  his  right  attaches  as  against 
all  other  persons  claiming  interest  in  the  lands ;  and  his 
Mabi^      "8^^  ®^  immediate  enjoyment  then  first  accrues. 


lOROUOH. 


It  is  also  observed  by  Sir  Edward  Sttgden^  in  his  trea- 
tise on  Vendors  and  Purchasers  {a\  that  by  the  10th 
section  of  the  Statute  [of  Frauds  (6)]  ^^  it  is  enacted  that 
execution  may  be  delivered  upon  any  judgment,  statute, 
or  recognisance  of  all  such  lands,  &c.  as  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  shall  be  seised  or  possessed  of  in  trust 
for  him  against  whom  execution  is  so  sued,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  he  had  been  seised  of  such  lands,  &c.  of 
such  estate  as  they  be  seised  of  in  trust  for  him  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  sued,  and  shall  be  held  discharged 
of  the  incumbrances  of  the  trustee.  Upon  the  construc- 
tion of  this  statute,  it  hath  been  holden  that  if  a  trustee 
has  conveyed  the  lands  before  execution  sued,  though 
he  was  seised  in  trust  for  the  defendant  at  the  time  of 
the  judgment,  the  lands  cannot  be  taken  in  execution." 
In  this  view,  therefore,  the  time  when  the  writ  is  sued 
out  comes  to  be  very  material ;  for  it  is  of  the  very 
essence  of  the  act  of  parliament,  as  against  trust  estates, 
that  the  lien  should  be  created  by  the  fact  of  issuing 
execution.  Mr.  Tidd,  in  his  work  on  Practice  {c\  says, 
that  an  elegit  must  be  first  sued  out,  though  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  that  it  should  be  returned.  This  is 
done  in  order  to  constitute  a  lien,  for  no  lien  is  created 
upon  the  land  by  judgment  without  execution.  The 
doctrine  laid  down  in  the  cases  already  cited,  and  also 
in  the  passage  of  Lord  Redesdale,  which  is  quite  express, 
is  founded  upon  these  principles,  and  is  in  strict  con- 
formity with  them. 


Mr.  Temple^  in  reply, 

(a)  Vol.i.  p.  542 
(*)  fi9  C.  t.  c.  3. 


The 

(a)  Vol.  i.  p.  542.  9th  ed.  (c)  p.  1036. 9th  ed. 


lOKOUOB. 
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71ie  Lord  Chancellor.  18S8. 

This  appeal  having  been  partly  argued  yesterday,  I       Neatb 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  authorities    ^^  J^^j^^  ^^ 
that  were  then  referred  to,  and  also  several  others  bear-       Mahl- 
ing  upon  the  same  point ;  and  certainly,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  case  reported  in  Dickens^  I  should  not  have 
felt  the  slightest  doubt  upon  the  subject.    Before  finally 
disposing  of  the  appeal,  I  will  have  that  case  examined. 

In  the  first  place,  I  find  Lord  Redesdale  not  only 
laying  it  down  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  judgment 
creditor  suing  in  this  Court  should  have  issued  an 
elegit^  but  expressly  saying,  that  if  that  is  not  done,  it  is 
a  ground  of  demurrer.  And  there  was  great  force  in  the 
argument  at  the  bar,  that,  though  his  Lordship's  atten- 
tion had  been  distinctly  called  to  the  point,  yet  when  a 
subsequent  edition  of  his  Treatise  on  Pleading  was  pub- 
lished, and,  as  I  have  always  understood,  under  his 
superintendence,  the  same  passage  was  preserved.  I  also 
find  Lord  Lyndkurst  stating  it  as  a  general  rule,  though 
that  was  not  the  point  on  which  the  decision  of  the 
appeal  before  him  was  to  turn,  that  an  elegit  is  neces- 
sary. For  myself,  I  never  entertained  the  least  doubt 
of  it ;  and  certainly,  though  I  have  not  had  particular 
occasion  to  look  into  the  question,  if  I  had  been  asked 
what  the  rule  of  the  Court  was,  I  should  at  once 
have  answered  that,  when  a  party  comes  here  as  a  judg^ 
ment  creditor  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  benefit  of 
his  judgment,  he  must  have  sued  out  execution  upon  the 
judgment.  And  in  all  the  authorities  referred  to,  though 
in  some  of  them  the  distinction  appears  to  be  so  far  taken 
that,  in  the  case  of  a  Jlerijacias^  the  creditor  must  go  the 
whole  length  of  having  a  return,  there  is  no  case,  except 
the  solitary  one  in  Dickens^  which  decides  that  the  suing 
out  of  the  elegit  is  not  necessary  as  a  preliminary  step. 

E  e  4  With 


416  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

With  respect  to  authority,  therefore,  there  can  be  no 
doubt;  for  there  is  not  only  the  authority  of  Lord 
RedesdaUj  and  that  of  Lord  Lyndkurtt^  in  the  House  of 
Maii!^       Lords,  but  there  is  also  what  is  stated,  at  the  bar,  to  be 
•oRouoB.     the  uniform  understanding  and  practice  of  the  profes- 
sion. 

The  conclusion  at  which  I  arrive,  however,  as  to 
what  on  principle  ought  to  be  the  rule,  is  derived  from 
a  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  which 
the  Court  exercises  in  such  cases.  That  jurisdiction  is 
not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  a  lien  which  is 
supposed  to  be  created  by  the  judgment.  It  is  true 
that,  for  certain  purposes,  the  Court  recognises  a  title 
by  the  judgment,  —  as  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming,  or, 
after  the  death  of  the  debtor,  of  having  his  assets  admi- 
nistered ;  —  but  the  jurisdiction  there  is  grounded  simply 
upon  this,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Court  finds  the  creditor 
in  a  condition  to  acquire  a  power  over  the  estate,  by  suing 
out  the  writ,  it  does  what  it  does  in  all  similar  cases ; 
it  gives  to  the  party  the  right  to  come  in  and  redeem 
other  incumbrancers  upon  the  property.  So  again,  after 
the  debtor  is  dead,  if,  under  any  circumstances,  the  estate 
is  to  be  sold,  the  Court  pays  off  the  judgment  creditor, 
because  it  cannot  otherwise  make  a  title  to  the  estate ; 
and  the  Qoxxt^  never  sells  the  interest  of  a  debtor  sub- 
ject to  an  elegjit  creditor.  That  was  very  much  dis- 
cussed in  the  case  of  TumtaU  v.  Trappes.  (a)  But  there 
was  there  a  necessity  for  a  sale;  and  the  question  was 
not  as  to  the  right  of  the  judgment  creditor  against  his 
debtor,  he  being  willing;  but  where,  from  other  cir- 
cumstances, a  sale  having  become  indispensable,  it  was 
necessary  to  clear  the  estate  from  the  claims  of  parties 
who  had  charges  upon  it 

It 

(a)  5  Sim.  286. 
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It  is,  therefore,  not  correct  to  say  that,  according  to        18S8. 
the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term,  the  creditor  obtains  a    '^"^T^^'^ 
lien  by  virtue  of  his  judgment     If  he  had  an  equitable  v. 

lien,  he  would  have  a  right  to  come  here  to  have  the  "^^^^^^^ 
estate  sold ;  but  he  has  no  such  right  What  gives  a  ioaouoa. 
judgment  creditor  a  right  against  the  estate  is  only  the 
act  of  parliament  (a) ;  for  independently  of  that,  he  has 
none?  The  act  of  parliament  gives  him,  if  he  pleases, 
an  option  by  the  writ  of  elegit  —  the  very  name  im*- 
plying  that  it  is  an  option  —  which,  if  he  exercises,  he 
is  entitled  to  have  a  writ  directed  to  the  sheriff  to  put 
him  in  possession  of  a  moiety  of  the  lands.  The  effect 
of  the  proceeding  under  the  writ  is  to  give  to  the  cre« 
ditor  a  legal  title,  which,  if  no  impediment  prevent  him, 
he  may  enforce  at  law  by  ejectment.  If  there  be  a 
legal  impediment,  he  then  comes  into  this  Court,  not  to 
obtain  a  greater  benefit  than  the  law,  that  is,  the  act  of 
parliament,  has  given  him,  but  to  have  the  same  benefit, 
by  the  process  of  this  Court,  which  he  would  have  had  ' 
at  law,  if  no  legal  impediment  had  intervened.  How 
then  can  there  be  a  better  right;  or  how  can  the  judg- 
ment, which,  i)er  se,  gives  the  creditor  no  title  against  the 
land,  be  considered  as  giving  him  a  title  here  ?  Sup«i 
pose  he  never  sues  out  the  writ,  and  never,  therefore, 
exercises  his  option,  is  this  Court  to  give  him  the  be- 
nefit of  a  lieu  to  which  he  has  never  chosen  to  assert  his 
right  ?  The  reasoning  would  seem  very  strong,  that  as 
this  Court  is  lending  its  aid  to  the  legal  right  (and  Lord 
Bede$dale  expressly  puts  it  under  that  head,  namely,  the 
right  to  recover  in  ejectment),  the  party  must  have  pre- 
viously armed  himself  with  that  which  constitutes  his 
l^al  right ;  and  that  which  constitutes  the  legal  right  is 
the  writ.  This  Court,  in  fact,  is  doing  neither  more  nor 
less  than  giving  him  what  the  act  of  parliament  and  an 

ejectment 
(a)  13  Ed.  I.  c.  18. 
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ejectment  would,  under  other  circumstances,  have  pren 


him  at  law. 

^M^"^*  ^  '^^  circumstance  of  the  question  not  haVing  been 
BORouoH.  always  raised^  may,  in  part,  account  for  the  obscurity 
to  be  found  in  some  of  the  cases  where  the  subject  has 
been  discussed;  but  when  we  consider  the  nature  of 
the  jurisdiction  which  b  exercised  by  the  C!ourt  in  suits 
by  judgment  creditors,  the  obscurity  vanishes.  The  sole 
reason  for  coming  into  this  C!ourt  being  founded  on  a 
right  which  the  writ  of  el^t  confers,  the  creditor  cannot 
come,  without  having  Obtained  that  right.  I  am  un- 
willing, however,  finaUy  to  dispose  of  the  question  until 
I  have  ascertained  the  circumstances  of  the  case  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Dickens,  for  I  should  wish  to  know 
whether  I  am  or  am  not  acting  against  the  authority  of 
a  decision  of  Lord  Bathurst. 


Jan.  80.  7Ji^  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  have  already  stated  the  principles  which  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  regulate  the  judgment  in  this  case.  The 
question  was,  whether,  upon  a  bill  by  a  judgment  ere* 
ditor,  seeking  the  aid  of  this  Court  against  his  debtor's 
land,  it  was,  or  was  not,  necessary  to  allege  on  the  face 
of  the  bill  that  the  creditor  had  sued  out  an  elegit^  all 
principle  and  all  authority  (with  the  exception  of  a  single 
case)  appearing  to  shew  that  it  was  necessary,  inasmuch 
as  the  Plaintiff's  title  depended  upon  it. 

The  one  case  of  alleged  exception  came  before  Lord 
Eldon,  upon  an  application  for  a  receiver*  It  was  alleged, 
that  a  suggestion  having  been  made  on  that  occasion, 
that  the  judgment  creditor  ought  to  have  sued  out  the 
writ,  his  Lordship  said  he  would  consult,  and  accordingly 

did 
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did  consult,  hard  Bedesdale  ;  and  subsequently  stated,  1838. 
as  the  result  of  the  conference,  that  although  such  had 
formerly  been  the  rule,  it  was  now  considered  a  mere 
form.  That  statement  comes  to  me  in  a  shape  which  ^abl!^ 
would  not  justify  me  in  paying  very  great  attention  to  bo&ougu. 
it— -in  the  shape  of  a  note  made  by  counsel  on  the  back 
of  his  brief,  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause :  while  in  op* 
positimi  to  it,  and  from  the  very  same  note  it  appears 
that  the  Plaintiff  in  the  cause,  distrusting  the  propriety 
of  his  course,  had  actually  sued  out  the  writ  before  the 
hearing;  a  proceeding  not  very  consistent  or  recon- 
cilable with  the  opinion  ascribed  to  Lord  Eldon. 

On  the  other  band,  looking  to  Lo)rd  BedesdaU^s  au- 
thority, I  find  in  a  subsequent  edition  of  his  Treatise  on 
Pleading  (which  was  published  under  his  Lordship's 
sanction),  not  only  the  very  same  statement  as  was  con- 
tained in  the  previous  edition  upon  this  point,  but  also 
a  reference  to  a  case,  to  be  presently  adverted  to,  of 
Mamungham  v.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which,  after  the  pro- 
position, that  it  is  necessary  to  allege  that  the  writ  has 
been  sued  out,  is  cited  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  allege  the  return.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  believe  that  Lord  Redesdale^  if  he  ever  was 
consulted  by  Lord  Eldon  on  the  point,  could  have  given 
his  opinion  that  the  elegit  was  not  necessary. 

Another  case  was  also  referred  to  in  support  of  the 
same  doctrine,  the  case  of  Manningham  v.  Lord  Boling" 
broke,  (a)  As  reported  in  Dickens,  it  is  stated  to  be  a 
case  in  which  a  bill  having  been  filed  by  a  judgment 
creditor  before  he  had  sued  out  the  writ,  a  demurrer  was 
put  in  upon  that  ground,  and  was  overruled  by  Lord 
Baikurst,  thereby  in  effect  deciding  that  the  suit  should 

proceed 

(a)  S  Dich.  585. 
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j»iie  5.  TAYLOR  V.  SALMON. 

A  document     fT^HE  Defendant  Salmon,  by  his  answer,  admitted  the 

wlllCu  Wfl8  BQ*       I 

mitted  by  a  possession  of  certain  documents,  stated  in  a  schedule, 

^  8wer  to'be    ^^^^^  comprised,  among  other  papers,  a  letter  dated  the 

io  his  po8-       day  of ,  and  signed  •*  Dunally"     The  usual 

wisTncluded    order  for  leaving  the  documents  with  the  Defendants 

in  a  schedule    clerk-in- Court  was  made.     To  prove  that  this  letter 

was  lefl  with  '  had  passed  between  Lord  Dunally  and  the  Defendant, 

his  Clerk-in.     ^^  PlaintiflF,  at  the  hearuig  of  the  cause,  exhibited  the 

Court  under  &  ^ 

the  usual         order  for  production,  and  proved,  by  the  evidence  of  a 

Safniiffih^^  witness,  that  the  letter  was  produced  out  of  the  custody 

proved  it  in      of  the  Defendant's  Clerk-in-Court,  and  further  proved 

Jr^vTrthaS  i^  ^o  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Lord  Dunally. 

came  out  of 

the  Defend-  ^^    Solicitor- General   objected    that    the    Plaintiff 

ant's  Clerk-in-  could  not  read  the  letter,  without  first  readins  that  part 
Court.    Held,  .         .  .  ©  r- 

that  the  cir-     of  the  answer  which  admitted  it  to  be  in  the  Defendant's 

duTn^T^^bti  e  Possession,  because  it  might  appear  that  the  answer 

the  Plaintiff*     contained  statements  which  qualified  the  effect  of  the 

par'Tof  Uie'      letter,   or  even  shewed  that  the  paper  purporting  to 

answer  which   be  a  letter,  was  not  really  a  letter, 
admitted  the 
document  to 

be  in  the  De-        Mr.  Wigram.  contra,  said  that  the  order  for  produc* 
fendant's  pos-     .  ,     ,      ,  \  ,  .  ^    f      -r^ 

session.  tion  traced  the  letter  from  the  possession  of  the  De- 

fendant to  the  hands  of  his  Clerk-in-Court ;  and  that 
this,  with  the  deposition  shewing  that  it  came  from  his 
Clerk-in-Court,  and  the  proof  of  the  handwriting,  was 
evidence  of  the  letter  having  passed,  independently  of 
any  statement  in  the  answer. 

The 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

428 

Tke  Lord  Chancellor. 

1838. 

If  the  PImndff  had  caUed   the  Defendant's  Clerk- 

Tayloe 

in-Court  to  prove  that   he  had  received   the    letter 

V. 

Salvon. 

from  the  Defisndant,  coupled  with  the  other  evidence 
given,  it  would  clearly  be  enough.  The  evidence  of- 
fered amounts,  in  fact,  to  this.  The  letter  is  admissible 
without  reading  the  answer. 


MADDEFORD  v.  AUSTWICK. 


July  S7,  28. 


TiY  an  order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  dated  the  2d  of  The  Court 
■*^  May  1838,  and  made  upon  tlie  petition  of  the  {S^rfty  under 
Plaintiff's  executors,  the  Master  was  directed  to  tax  the  the  2  0, 2. 
bills  of  costs  of  Bichard  Woodhouse  deceased,  and  of  the  ^^  ^^^^ 
firm  o^  Bichard  Woodhouse  and  Thomas  Eyre  Weston^  of  agwnst  the 
the  firm  of  Richard  Woodhouse  and  George  Woodhouse^  presentatives 
and  of  George  Woodhouse^  delivered  to  the  Plaintiff;  jJuckor^at 
and,  except  as  to  the  said  Richard  Woodhouse^  if  it  should  the  solicitor'i 
appear  that  the  said  bills,  or  any  of  them,  were  overpaid,  ghall  be  to*ed . 
then  it  was  ordered  that  Francis  Valentine  Woodhouse^ 
and  the  said  George  Woodhouse,  as  the  executors  of  the 
said  Richard  Woodhouse,  and  the  said   Thomas  Eyre 
Wedonj  and  the  said  George  Woodhouse,  for  himself,  and 
as  the  surviving  partner  of  the  said  late  firm  of  Richard 
Woodhouse  and  George  Woodhouse,  respectively,  should 
pay  and  refund  to  the  petitioners  what  should  appear  to 
have  been  so  overpaid. 

The  executors  of  Richard  Woodhouse  appealed  against 
this  order. 

Richard  Woodhouse,  it  appeared,  had   been  an  at- 
torney and  solicitor,  who  was  for  many  years  employed 

by 
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1838.       by  the  Plaintiff,  in  that  capacity,  in  the  conduct  of  his 

J^;^V'"^^     affairs.     Five  of  the  bills  of  costs  comprised  in  the 
Maddbfobd 

V.  Vice-Chancellor's  order  were  for  professional  business 

AusTvicK.  jIq^'c  on  the  Plaintiff's  behalf,  by  Bichard  Woodhause 
alone;  and  those  bills  were,  in  the  years  1823,  1824, 
1825, 1826,  and  1 828,  respectively,  delivered  by  Bichard 
Woodhouse  to  the  Plaintiff,  by  whom  they  were  all  paid, 
to  the  amount,  in  the  whole,  of  1299/.  3f.  6<L  Sub- 
sequently to  the  delivery  and  payment  of  those  bills, 
Bichard  Woodhouse  entered  into  partnership  with  Thomas 
Eyre  Westouy  and  after  his  {WestorCs)  retirement,  with 
George  Woodhouse.  The  Plaintiff  continued  to  employ 
the  successive  firms  in  the  conduct  of  his  professional 
business  until  the  death  of  Bichard  Woodhouse^  which 
happened  in  the  month  of  August  1834.  After  that 
period  he  for  some  time  employed  George  Woodhouse  as 
bis  attorney  and  solicitor ;  and  the  remaining  bills  of 
costs,  referred  to  in  the  order,  were  bills  of  costs  incurred 
by  the  Plaintiff  in  respect  of  such  business,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  successive  partnerships,  and  after  the 
death  of  Bichard  Woodhouse. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Wright^  for  the  apped. 

The  order,  in  so  far  as  it  directs  a  taxation  against 
the  executors  of  Bichard  Woodhouse^  caimot  be  sup- 
ported. The  bills  of  costs  for  business  done  by  Bichard 
Woodhouse f  when  he  carried  on  the  business  of  a  soli- 
citor by  himself,  have  all  been  settled,  and  no  such  - 
grossly  erroneous  or  improper  charges  in  them  as 
amount  to  evidence  of  fraud  are  shewn  or  alleged. 
Upon  the  principle  adopted  by  your  Lordship  in  JHbr- 
lock  V.  Smith  (a),  therefore,  no  suflScient  ground  has 
been  laid  for  taxing  them  now.  There  is  also  another 
objection  which  is  fatal.  The  order  directs  a  taxation 
against  the  executors  of  Bichard  Woodhouse.  The  sta- 
tute 

(a)  2  Myitie  ^  Craig,  495. 
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tate  (a)  under  which  orders  are  made  upon  petition  for        1838. 
the  taxation  of  bills  of  costs,  gives  no  authority  to  the    j^*^^^^^ 
Court  to  direct  the  bills  of  costs  of  a  deceased  attorney  «. 

or  solicitor  to  be  taxed.  It  would  be  singular,  indeed,  if  A'^"'"^** 
it  did;  for  the  effect  of  such  an  order,  wherever  the 
the  attorney  or  solicitor  had  been  over-paid  (when  his 
estate  would  of  course  have  to  refund),  would  be  to 
give  to  the  party  obtaining  the  taxation  an  immediate 
and  summary  remedy  against  his  debtor's  estate  to  the 
prejudice  of  other,  and  it  might  be,  preferable  creditors. 
Against  an  order  for  payment  of  the  balance  found  due 
upon  taxation,  the  personal  representatives  of  the  debtor 
would  have  no  defence :  and  yet  there  might  be  other 
claims  of  a  higher  nature,  which,  if  the  assets  were 
duly  administered,  would  exhaust  the  estate,  and  leave 
nothing  to  answer  the  client's  demand.  It  would  be 
absurd  to  suppose  that  this  Court  has  the  power  to 
order  the  taxation,  without  being  able  to  follow  up  that 
order  by  directing  the  balance  found  due  to  be  forthwith 
paid.  The  statute  is,  in  terms,  confined  to  attorneys 
and  solicitors;  and  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  it 
should  be  extended  by  implication  to  their  personal 
representatives.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  repeats 
edly  decided  that  the  executors  or  administrators  of  art 
attorney  or  solicitor  are  not  within  the  penal  provision 
in  the  twenty-third  section,  by  which  the  costs  of  the 
taxation  are  to  be  borne  by  the  attorney  or  solicitor,  if 
more  than  one  sixth  of  the  amount  of  the  bill  has  been 
struck  off;  Weston  v.  Pool  {b\  In  re  Cole,  (c)  And  the 
same  rule  has  been  adopted  in  the  case  of  assignees,  and 
for  the  same  reason ;  WiUasey  v.  Mashiter  (d),  Alsop  v.. 
Lord  Oxford,  [e)  If  executors  are  not  within  the  sta- 
tute 

{a)  2  G.  2.  c.  25.  i,  27.  {d)  3  Miflne  i  JCeen,  S93. 

lb)  2  Sira,  1056.  {e)  1  M^lne  <J  Craig^  26. 

(c)  2  Sim.  4-  Stu.  467. 

Vol.  III.  F  f 
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1838.       tute  for  one  purpose,  they  cannot  be  within  it  for  any 
^J^^"^^"^    purpose,  the  remedy  thereby  given  against  the  attorney 
V.  or  solicitor  being  strictly  personal,  (a) 

AU8TWICK. 

7^  Lord  Chancellor  requested  the  Respondent's 
counsel  to  confine  himself  to  the  second  objection. 

Mr.  Temple,  in  support  of  the  order. 

Upon  the  argument  of  the  petition  in  the  Court 
below,  his  Honor  considered  that  the  point  now  relied 
upon  was  necessarily  involved  in  your  Lordship's  deci* 
sion  in  the  case  of  Waters  v.  Taylor  (&).  The  petition 
of  Henry  Winchester,  in  that  case,  was  a  petition  against 
the  executor  of  a  deceased  solicitor,  praying  that  the 
solicitor's  bills  of  costs  might  be  taxed;  and  your 
Lordship  there  felt  no  difficulty  in  directing  taxation 
of  such  of  the  bills  of  costs  as  had  been  incurred  sub- 
sequendy  to  the  time  of  a  settlement  of  accounts  between 
the  solicitor  and  the  client,  although  you  refused  it  as 
to  the  others.  In  Redfeam  v.  Sowerty  (c),  Lord  Eldon 
appears  to  have  considered  that  the  summary  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court  extends  to  the  representatives  of  a 
solicitor;  and  such  certainly  has  been  the  general 
opinion  of  the  profession,  for  in  none  of  the  numerous 
instances  which  have  occurred  of  petitions  praying  that 
the  bills  of  costs  of  deceased  solicitors  might  be  taxed, 
has  it  ever,  until  the  present  case,  been  suggested  that 
the  Court  had  no  authority  to  grant  the  application. 
Even  the  exception  with  respect  to  the  costs  of  the  tax- 
ation, established  in  favour  of  the  personal  representatives 

of 

(a)  Sec  Lord  EMon^s  observ-  argument  in  Green  v.  Weston, 

ations  on  the  lioth  section  of  p.595,supr(L 

the  6  6. 4.  c,  16.,  in  Wackerbath  (6)  2  Mylne  ^  Craig,  526. 

V.  Powell,  2GL4rJ.lSl.  and  the  (c)  1  Swan,  84. 
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of  solicitors,  in  the  cases  of  Weston  v.  Pool  and  In  re       18S8. 
Cdey  proves  that,  for  every  other  purpose,  the  repre-   iJ*"^^^""^^ 
sentatives  are  considered  to  be  within  the  equity  of  the  o. 

twenty-third  section.  There  is  great  convenience  to  the  ^""^'^'• 
suitors  in  giving  them  the  summary  remedy,  provided 
by  that  section,  against  the  personal  representatives  of 
deceased  solicitors,  instead  of  compelling  them  to  wait 
until  a  demand  has  been  actually  made,  and  the  amount 
tendered,  before  they  can  call  for  a  taxation.  And  if  the 
order  is  guarded,  as  his  Honor  has  here  guarded  it, 
(for  there  is  a  special  exception  in  it  as  to  Richard 
Woodhouse^)  so  as  to  prevent  the  danger  of  sanctioning  a 
devastavit  on  the  part  of  the  executors,  in  case  a  balance 
should  be  found  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased 
solicitor,  no  possible  injury  can  be  done. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

What  is  the  use  of  a  jurisdiction  to  tax,  as  against 
the  representatives  of  a  solicitor,  if  there  is  no  power 
to  compel  payment?  Such  a  jurisdiction  would  be 
perfectly  nugatory,  because,  if  the  client  comes  in  as  a 
creditor,  he  must  institute  a  suit  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
Court  will  not  let  him  recover  without  having  the  state 
of  the  assets  ascertained,  as  well  as  having  the  claim 
investigated.  Sir  John  Leach  has  expressly  decided,  that 
the  penal  provision  in  the  twenty-third  section  of  the 
act  does  not  apply  in  the  case  of  the  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator, or  the  assignees  of  a  solicitor.  Besides,  I 
do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  work  out  the  summary 
remedy,  given  by  this  order,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
consistent  with  the  rights  of  other  creditors. 

The  question  is  a  very  important  one,  and  it  seems 
singular  that  it  should  not  have  been  raised  before.  It 
was  not  .necessary  to  consider  it,  and  in  fact  it  was  not 

F  f  2  raised, 
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18S8. 


MAODEroaD 

AUSTWICK. 


raised,  in  Waters  v.  Tcn/loTj  the  party  who  there  appealed 
asking  relief  upon  that  point.  The  order  complained 
of  must  be  discharged. 


Jati. 

Nov.  7. 

Practical  dif- 
ficulties in 
woiidng  out 
a  decree  di- 
recting an 
account  of  the 
profits  made  by 
the  piratical 
use  of  an  in- 
yention  to 
which  the 
PlaintiflThad 
an  exclusive 
right. 


CROSLEY  V.  The  DERBY  Gas-Light  Company. 

npHE  bill  in  this  cause,  after  stating  the  Plaintiff's 
**"  title  to  a  patent  for  making  gas-meters,  and 
alleging  that  the  Defendants  had  made  gas-meters, 
ivhich  were  infringements  on  the  patent,  and  had  used 
them  In  carrying  on  their  works,  or  had  sold  and  dis- 
posed of  them  for  profit,  prayed  that  the  Defendants 
might  account  for  all  such  meters  so  sold  and  disposed 
of,  or  used,  and  for  the  full  value  thereof,  or  other 
profit  of  the  sales,  or  other  disposition  or  use  thereof. 
By  the  decree,  an  account  was  directed  of  what  profit 
had  been  received,  and  what  benefit  derived  from  the 
use  of  such  gas-meters  as  were  made  and  manu&ctured 
during  the  existence  of  the  letters  patent,  from  six  years 
previous  to  filing  the  bill  and  down  to  the  date  of  the 
decree,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Defendants  should 
pay  to  the  Plaintiff  what  should  be  found  due  upon 
taking  such  account. 

The  Master,  by  his  report,  ^^  found  and  certified  that 
a  benefit  had  been  obtained  by  the  Defendants,  by  the 
use  of  meters,  in  saving  gas,  equal  to  2s.  6d.  for  every 
1000  cubic  feet  of  gas,  equivalent  to  profit,  and  thereby 
enabling  the  company  to  sell  at  105.,  and  that  S5  per 
cent  had  been  saved  by  the  use  of  meters ;  and  it 
appeared  by   the  books    of  the  company,    that   the 

Defendants, 
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Defendants,  by  hand  bills  printed  and  delivered  to 
customers  in  Jtdy  1821,  determined  that  meters  should 
be  furnished  free  of  expense,  and  that  the  company 
hoped  to  be  able  to  furnish  gas  permanently  to  those 
who  used  meters  at  75.  Qd*  per  1000  cubic  feet :  And 
it  also  appeared  that  the  company,  on  the  8th  of  May 
1822,  made  an  order  that  all  persons  having  more  than 
one  light,  or  having  but  one  light  which  was  not  publicly 
exposed,  should  give  notice  of  their  intention  to  receive 
a  gas-meter  ten  days  before  Midsummer  day  then  next, 
and  in  case  of  their  omitting  to  give  such  notice,  the  pipe 
of  communication  would  be  cut  off:  And  upon  the  whole 
consideration  of  the  several  states  of  facts,  and  the  evi- 
dence so  laid  before  him,  the  Master  allowed  and  found 
that  the  benefit,  including  profit  received,  derived  by 
the  Defendants  from  the  use  of  such  gas-meters  as  were 
made  and  manufactured  during  the  existence  of  the 
letters  patent,  from  six  years  previous  to  filing  the 
Plaintiff's  bill,  down  to  the  date  of  the  decree,  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  6000//' 


1838. 


Cboslsy 

The  Dbrbt 
Gas-Light 
Companj. 


To  this  report  the  Defendants  took  several  excep- 
tions, which  came  on  for  argument  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  on  the  6th  of  May  1837,  when  his  Lordship 
made  an  order  referring  it  back  to  the  Master  to  review 
his  report ;  with  a  direction  that  he  should  state  to  the 
Court  the  grounds  upon  which  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
which  he  might  arrive  at. 

The  Plaintiff  appealed  against  that  order. 

Mr.  fVigramj  Mr.  Cooper^  and  Mr.  Bethell^  in  sup- 
port of  the  appeal. 


The  Soiicitor  General^  Mr.  Botch^  and  Mr.  Bacon^ 
contra. 

Ff  3  The 


480 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 


1838. 


Crosley 

The  Derby 
Gas-Light 
Company. 

Nov,  7. 


The  material  questions  which  were  raised  by  the  ex- 
ceptions, and  the  principal  arguments  on  both  sides,  are 
stated  and  considered  in  the  judgment 


7^  Lord  Chancellor,  after  briefly  stating  the 
objects  of  the  bill  and  the  substance  of  the  decree,  gave 
judgment  as  follows :  — 

This  decree  was  pronounced  by  the  Vice-Chancellor 
in  March  1834>,  and  was,  upon  appeal,  affirmed  by  Lord 
Brougham  {a) ;  and  the  only  duty  of  the  Court,  upon 
the  exceptions  to  the  Master's  report,  now  before  me 
upon  appeal  from  the  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
is  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  decree,  and  decide 
whether  the  Master  has  properly  taken  the  account 
referred  to  him  by  the  decree. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  appears  to  have  stated  that 
he  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
Master  had  reported  the  sum  of  6000/.  as  the  result  of 
the  account;  and  referred  it  back  to  the  Master  to  re- 
view his  report,  and  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  he  might  arrive  at  —  not  to  state 
the  grounds  of  the  report  already  made.  There  is  not, 
therefore,  the  difficulty  urged  at  the  bar  in  support  of 
the  appeal,  that,  as  the  reference  cannot  be  made  to  the 
same  Master,  some  variation  in  the  order  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  was,  at  all  events,  necessary. 

If  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  is  to  be  taken  to  mean 

that  he  did  not  understand  how  the  evidence  stated 

in  the  report  could  have  led  the  Master  to  the  con-* 

elusion 

(a)  The  judgment  of  Lord  Brougham  upon  the  appeal  is  re- 
ported in  4  Mfflne^  Keen,  73. 


CSOSLEY 
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elusion  to  which  he  came,  I  entirely  concur  in  that 
opinion;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Master  proceeded  do  appear  upon  the  re*  v, 

port,  and  that  they  do  not  support  the  conclusion.  He  Q^LhT 
states  that  he  found  from  the  evidence  that  benefit,  Company, 
equivalent  to  profit,  and  equal  to  2s.  6d  upon  every 
1000  cubic  feet,  had  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  the 
meters,  and  that  25  per  cent,  had  been  saved  by  the 
use  of  the  meters.  He  then  states  the  particular 
grounds  of  this  conclusion,  which  are,  hand-bills  circu- 
lated by  the  company  in  1821,  intimating  tlie  company's 
intention  of  furnishing  meters  free  of  expense,  and  that 
the  company  hoped  to  be  able  to  furnish  gas  perma- 
nently to  those  who  used  meters,  at  7s.  6d.  per  1000 
cubic  feet,  the  price  to  those  who  did  not  use  meters 
being  105.,  —  also  an  order  of  1822,  by  which  certain 
persons  were  not  to  be  served  with  gas  unless  they 
used  meters ;  and  he  then  reports  6000/.  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  account,  a  sum  which  appears  to  have  been 
produced  by  calculating  2s.  6d.  upon  each  1000  cubic 
feet  of  gas  supplied,  rejecting,  however,  some  hundreds 
of  pounds,  which,  if  the  principle  were  correct,  ought  to 
have  been  added  to  the  6000/. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  suggestion,  never  acted  upon, 
that  the  company  might  at  some  future  time  supply  gas 
to  those  who  used  meters,  at  2s.  6d,  per  1000  cubic  feet 
less  than  to  those  who  did  not,  can  be  no  ground  for 
estimating  the  profit  actually  derived  from  the  use  of 
them.  But  there  was  another  statement  of  the  company 
in  evidence  which  was  much  relied  upon  ;  namely,  that 
not  more  than  three  fifths  of  the  gas  made  was  paid  for* 
This  was  a  vague  statement,  not  to  be  relied  upon  in 
executing  a  decree  directing  an  account  of  profit  to  be 
taken. 

F  f  4  The 
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The  grounds,  however,  upon  which  the  Master 
proceeded,  and  upon  which  it  was  attempted  to  sup- 
port his  report  were  these :  —  the  company  charge 
10s,  per  1000  cubic  feet;  the  quantity  supplied  is  cal- 
culated by  the  ascertained  consumption  of  a  certain 
number  of  burners  in  a  given  time;  and  if  the  burners 
were  always  in  a  proper  state,  and  the  time  were  never 
exceeded,  all  the  gas  supplied  would  be  paid  for.  But 
that  is  not  the  case;  frauds  are  practised  by  altering  the 
burners,  and  exceeding  the  stipulated  time,  so  that  it  is 
found  that,  instead  of  1000  cubic  feet  being  consumed 
in  the  given  time,  a  much  larger  consumption  takes 
place,  equal  to  one  fourth  more;  that  is,  1250  cubic 
feet  are  consumed  instead  of  1000;  but  as  the  company 
charge  105.  per  1000  feet,  that  is  2s.  6d.  for  every  250 
cubic  feet,  the  loss  of  the  250,  that  is,  of  the  difference 
between  the  1250  and  the  1000,  is  worth  25. 6d, ;  and  as 
by  the  use  of  the  meter  these  frauds  are  prevented,  the 
company  save  250  cubic  feet  upon  every  1000  cubic  feet, 
which  is  equivalent  to  2s.  6d.  for  every  1000  cubic  feet. 


Now,  assuming  these  figures  to  be  correct— and  if  the 
principle  followed  be  not  just,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
inquiring  whether  they  are  so  or  not — the  calculation 
proceeds  upon  the  supposition  that  2s.  6d.  is  the  value 
to  the  company  of  250  cubic  feet  of  gas ;  whereas  it 
appears  that  the  company  have  been  supplying,  not 
1000  cubic  feet,  as  calculated,  but  1250  cubic  feet  for 
105.:  —  nay  much  more,  for  it  is  admitted  that  10  per 
cent,  is  lost  under  either  system  before  the  gas  comes 
to  the  consumer's  premises,  so  that  1375  must  be  made 
for  every  1000  paid  for;  and  if  their  proposal  of 
charging  75.  Sd.  only  be  used  as  evidence  against  theni, 
it  would  shew  the  value  of  the  1000,  or  rather  1100 
cubic  feet  to  be  75.  6d.j  and  not  105. 


The 
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The  whole  principle  of  the  calculation  appears  to 
me  to  be  founded  in  error.  The  supposed  profit  is  in 
fact  a  protection  against  a  loss.  The  sum  charged  for 
any  quantity  of  gas  supplied,  must  not  only  cover  all 
the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  machinery,  ma- 
terials, labour,  and  interest  of  capital,  but  also  the 
profit  of  the  company.  The  actual  loss  sustained  in 
making  250  cubic  feet  over  and  above  the  1000,  can- 
not, however,  be  measured  by  a  proportional  part  of  these 
charges  and  outgoings.  By  &r  the  greater  part  of  these 
would  be  the  same  though  1000  only  were  produced. 
After  printing  1000  copies  of  a  newspaper,  the  expense, 
to  the  proprietor,  of  printing  250  more  will  very  little 
exceed  the  value  of  the  paper  and  labour  employed^ 
and  if  we  suppose  some  defect  in  the  machinery  for  print- 
ing, in  consequence  of  which  250  copies  out  of  every 
1250  are  rendered  unfit  for  use,  would  not  the  loss  con- 
sist in  the  paper  and  other  materials,  and  the  labour 
employed  in  printing  the  250  useless  copies  ?  —  would  it 
be  reasonable  to  calculate  the  loss  at  one  fourth  part  of 
the  price  for  which  the  1000  good  copies  were  sold? 
By  the  same  rule,  if  the  company  were  repaid  the  value 
of  the  materials  actually  consumed  in  producing  the 
additional  250  cubic  feet,  and  of  the  additional  labour 
paid  for,  with  a  due  allowance  for  the  additional  wear  of 
the  machinery  employed,  their  loss  would  be  repaid 
to  them.  The  Master,  by  the  course  he  has  adopted, 
has  not  only  charged  upon  these  250  cubic  feet  a  pro- 
portion of  all  the  cost  and  expense  of  the  establishment, 
machinery,  and  interest  of  capital,  but  of  the  profit  of 
the  company.  It  is  clear  that  the  company  have  not  in 
making  the  additional  250  cubic  feet  sustained  this  loss. 
The  atnount,  therefore,  would  be  the  measure  of  the 
profit  or  benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  the  meters. 
The  Master  has  not  even  carried  out  his  own  prin- 
ciple,  for  he    has    not  allowed   for  the  cost  of  the 

meters. 
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meters,  or  for  any  expenses  by  which  the  saving  has 
been  elBTected* 

That  the  Master  has  not  adopted  a  correct  mode  of 
estimating  the  profits  derived  from  the  use  of  the'  meters 
seems  to  me  quite  clear.  It  is  therefore  impossible  to 
confirm  his  report:  but  it  is  also,  I  think,  impossible  to 
allow  the  exceptions,  all  of  which  assert  the  proposition 
that  no  benefit  or  profit  has  arisen  from  the  use  of  the 
meters,  within  the  meaning  of  the  decree.  Of  this  I  felt 
no  difficulty  at  the  hearing  of  this  appeal ;  but  I  felt  the 
same  anxiety  which  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  has  ex- 
pressed, to  make,  if  possible,  such  a  declaration  of  the 
opinion  of  the '  Court  upon  the  construction  of  the 
decree,  as  might  guard  the  parties  against  the  chance 
of  a  second  failure  before  the  Master.  Upon  carefully 
considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  however^ 
I  am  satisfied  that  I  cannot  do  so  consistently  with  the 
usual  practice  of  the  Court,  or  with  any  certainty,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  inquiry,  of  not  promoting 
instead  of  preventing  the  chance  of  error.  There  is 
nothing  doubtful  or  ambiguous  in  the  terms  of  the 
decree,  nothing  therefore  to  be  explained  by  any  ex- 
planatory order,  and  I  have  no  authority  to  depart 
firom,  or  in  any  respect  to  vary  the  directions  it  con- 
tains. 

I  am  quite  aware  of  the  difficulty  which  may,  in- 
deed must,  arise  in  doing  with  accuracy  what  the  de- 
cree directs.  To  ascertain  the  profits  created  by  the 
application  of  particular  means,  and,  for  that  purpose, 
to  refer  a  just  proportion  of  the  profits  made  to  some 
only  of  the  agents  employed,  may  involve  questions  of 
the  greatest  nicety ;  but  such  is  the  duty  which  the  de- 
cree has  imposed  upon  the  Master.  A  similar  duty 
was  imposed,  and  similar  difficulties  were  experienced  in 
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Brown  v.  De  Tastet.  (a)  There  the  object  was  to  as* 
certain  the  profits  made  by  the  use  of  a  particular  f)ortion 
of  the  capital  employed ;  here,  by  the  application  of  a 
particular  part  of  the  machinery  used.  In  that  case 
the  Plaintiff  had,  I  believe,  ultimately  to  lament  that  in 
attempting  to  give  to  her  what,  abstractedly,,  she  was 
thought  to  be  entitled  to,  the  means  by  which  that  ob« 
ject  was  to  be  attained  were  not  sufficiently  considered. 
It  is  easy  to  foresee  many  of  the  difficulties  which  may 
arise  in  taking  the  accounts  directed  by  the  decree,  but 
impossible  by  anticipation  to  prescribe  to  the  Master 
the  means  of  solving  them.  Some  considerations  indeed, 
though  essentially  affecting  the  profits  in  question,  seem 
to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  calculation.  It  is  obvious, 
for  instance,  that  the  use  of  the  meters,  by  preventing 
fraud  and  the  effects  of  negligence,  would  enable  the 
company  to  supply  the  gas  at  a  lower  rate,  and  so  either 
cause  an  abatement,  or  prevent  an  increase,  in  the  charge; 
the  necessary  consequence  of  which  would  be  to  increase 
the  consumption,  and  add  to  the  profits.  But  to  what 
extent  this  effect  was  thereby  produced,  and  what  profits 
were  thereby  created,  it  is  impossible  to  appreciate.  In 
any  business  in  which  much  money  is  lost  by  bad  debts, 
those  consumers  who  pay  may  be  supposed  generally 
to  indemnify  the  tradesman  against  the  dishonesty  of 
others,  by  the  additional  price  they  are  compelled  to 
pay ;  but,  if  all  paid,  the  same  profit  would  result  from 
selling  at  lower  prices,  and  the  additional  profits  from 
the  increased  consumption  would  be  great,  but  incapable 
of  being  reached  by  previous  calculation. 
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So  long  as  it  shall  be  the  course  of  this  Court  to 
direct  such  accounts  of  profits--**and  there  are  many  pre- 
cedents 

(a)  «7ac.284.    See  also  Lord      Docker  v.   Somety  2  Mylne  <$■ 
Br<ntgham*8     observations     in      Keen,  pp.  665 — 8. 
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cedents  to  support  them, — (whether  those  precedents  jus- 
tify the  decree  in  this  case,  it  forms  no  part  of  my  dutj 
to  inquire)  such  among  other  difficulties  will  arise,  which 
must  be  in  some  manner  surmounted.  This  can  only 
be  attempted,  when  they  actually  occur,  in  pursuing  the 
investigation  directed.  It  is  impossible,  by  any  declar- 
ation or  direction,  to  provide  for  them  by  anticipation* 


I  regret  the  difficulties  to  which  the  Plaintiff  is  exposed 
in  prosecuting  the  right  which  the  decree  gives  him ;  and 
that  I  have  not  the  means,  in  this  state  of  the  proceed- 
ings, to  assist  him.  But  I  would  seriously  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  both  parties,  the  expediency  of  termi- 
nating this  contest  by  some  compromise  and  arrange- 
ment. The  Pluntiff  has  very  large  rights  under  the 
decree,  but  is  met  by  very  serious  difficulties  in  obtain- 
ing the  fruits  of  it.  The  Defendants,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  this  difficulty  hanging  over  them ;  and  although 
they  may  trust  to  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Plain- 
tiff, they  may  be  assured  that  the  decree  has  in  it,  that 
which  must,  if  prosecuted,  subject  them  to  great  vexatioa 
and  expense,  independently  of  what  they  may  have  ulti- 
mately to  pay  from  the  result  of  the  account.  It  is  a 
case,  therefore,  in  which  it  would  seem  that  a  reason- 
able compromise  must  be  for  the  benefit  of  both  the 
parties  litigant;  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  informing 
them  of  what,  in  my  view  of  the  case,  constitutes  the  real 
situation  of  each,  in  the  hope  of  leading  both  to  think 
seriously  of  the  evils  of  further  litigation,  that  I  have 
been  induced  to  go  more  into  detail,  than  the  duty  I 
have  at  present  to  perform  seemed  to  require. 


Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  made  the  proper  order;  and  that  if  the  con- 
test is  to  continue,  the  present  Master  must  renew  the 
attempt  to  take  the  account  directed  by  the  decree. 

Being 
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Being  of  opinion  that  the  order  of  the  Master  of  the  1838. 

Rolls  was  right  in  principle  and  in  form,  and  that  the  ^J^^^'"^ 

proposition  raised  by  the  appeal,  that  the  report  ought  «. 

to  have  been  confirmed,  or  that  the  exceptions  ought,  at  ^®  ^^ht 

all  events,  to  have  been  over-ruled,  cannot  be  supported,  Compftny. 
I  must  dismiss  the  petition  of  appeal  with  costs. 


BYFIELD  V.  PROVIS.  yav.  9. 

^T^HIS  cause  was  originally  heard  and  decided   by  The  Lord 

the  Vice-Chancellor.  The  Defendant  afterwards  will  not  en- 
presented  a  petition  of  re-hearing  to  Lord  Chancellor  ^^a'"  » J^ 
Brougham^  who  affirmed  his  Honor's  decree.  The  of  rehearing 
cause  now  came  on  again  to  be  heard  before  the  Lord  before  Wm- 

Chancellor,  upon  a  petition  of  appeal  presented  by  the  »elf,  unless 

^^  ..  •  •It*  -1     leave  has  been 

Plaintiff,  praymg  that  certam  special  alterations  might  previously 

be  made  in  the  decree.  granted,  upon 

an  apphcaUon 
for  tnat  pur- 
Mr.  J.  Bussellf  for  the  Defendant,  objected  that,  ac-  P®*®* 
(x>rding  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  Deerhurst  v.  Duke  of 
Si.  Albans  (a),  Moudey  v.  Carr  (i),  and  similar  cases, 
there  could  be  no  second  rehearing  without  the  special 
leave  of  the  Court  first  asked  and  obtained. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Be/ kell^  for  the  Appellant,  said 
that  the  variations  which  were  now  sought  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  decree,  did  not  affect  the  merits,  or 
involve  any  of  the  points  which  were  in  contest  on  the 
former  rehearing.  The  only  object  of  this  petition  was 
to  render  the  decree  consistent  with  itself  and  with  a 

document 

(a)  2  Ruts.  4*  Mylne,  702.  391.;  and  see  Attorney-General 

(&)  8  M^  4-    Keen,  205.     v.  Ward,  1  Bf^ne  ^  Crmg,  449. 
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1888.  document  to  which  the  ordering  part  of  the  decree  in 
terms  referred ;  and  it  would  be  absurd  and  oppressive 
to  compel  the  Plaintiff  to  resort  for  that  purpose  to  the 
expensive  and  tedious  remedy  afforded  by  the  House  of 
Lords.  This  petition,  therefore,  fell  within  the  prin- 
ciple of  those  excepted  cases  in  which  the  Court  had 
allowed  a  second  hearing  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  as  he  had  heard  a 
considerable  part  of  the  case,  he  would  not,  under  the 
circumstances,  turn  the  Plaintiff  round  on  the  objection 
now  suggested ;  especially  as  the  rule  did  not  seem  to 
have  been  publicly  promulgated,  (a)  For  the  future, 
however,  the  rule  must  be  understood  to  be  peremptory 
(and  certainly  it  was  a  rule  by  which  he  was  disposed 
strictly  to  abide),  that  a  cause  should  not  be  brought 
before  ^the  Lord  Chancellor  for  a  second  rehearing  un- 
less leave  should  have  been  previously  granted,  upon  a 
special  application  for  that  purpose. 

{a)  The  intention  expressed  subject  (see  3  Mt^ne  ^  Kecm^ 
by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  208.)  was  not  carried  into  effect, 
issuing  a  general  order  on  the 
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SALMON  V.  RANDALL.  ^^y^^- 2^. 

24,  25. 

^TIHE  question  in  this  case  principally  turned  upon  TheCommis- 

the  construction  of  two  local  acts  of  parliament,  pointed  under 

the  28  G.  3.  c.  Ixiv.,  intituled  «  An  act  for  the  better  ^^l^  *°f.^'  *^'J 
'      ^       ^  of  parliament 

paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting  the  town  of  Cambridge  ;  for  improving 

for  removing  and  preventing  obstructions  and  annoy-  QMiJrSktf 

ances;  and  for  widening  the  streets,  lanes,  and  other  have,  upon  the 

passages  within  the  said  town ;"  and  the  34  G.  3.  r.civ.,  ^\q^  of  those 

intituled  "  An  act  to  enlarge  the  powers  "  of  the  last-  *5^*»  ■  <^^"" 

*^  .      tinumg  right 

mentioned  act.     As  the  Lord  Chancellor,  however,  in  to  exercise 

dealing  with  that  question  and  disposing  of  the  injunction  ^^^  ^Z™® '® 
granted  by  the  Vice-Chancellor,  found  it  necessary  to  power  there- 
consider  a  general  principle  of  some  importance  with  them*oftaWn£ 
reference  to  the  control  of  courts  of  equity  over  persons  property  for 
invested  with  powers  by  local  acts  of  parliament,  it  has  of  the  Acts, 
been  deemed  expedient  to  report  his  Lordship*s  judg-  ®"^  of  refer- 
ment,  in  which  all  the  material  facts  are  shortly  sum-  sessment  of 
medup.  the  price  to 

^  a  jury,  so  long 

as  may  be  re- 
Mr.  Jac(A  and  Mr.  Geldart  for  the  Plaintiffs.  9l^^?  ^<>5 

carrying  into 

full  effect  the 
Mr.  Knight  Bruce  and  Mr.  Girdlestone  for  the  De-  purposes  con- 

fendants,  the  Commissioners,  and  Randall^  their  clerk,     the  acts. 

A  person 

Mr.  Greene  for  the  Defendants,  Trinity  Hall  and  pe^rt^is^r^ 

Corpus  Christi  College^  CamhridgCy  who  were  the  owners  quired  by  the 

-  ,      ,  .  .  Commis- 

of  the  houses  m  question.  sioners  for  the 

^ purposes  of 

— ~-^"— ——'■■"— —^■"  the  acts  is  not 

entitled  to 

Jii^  95.      The  Lord  Chancellor.  restrain  them, 

¥       !_•  1.      .        1     1    t  ,  ,      l^y  injunction, 

in  this  case  an  application  had  been  made  to  the  from  taking 

Vice-chancellor  by  the  Plaintiffs,  who  were  interested  ^^^^^  P{^ 

as  acts  for  ob- 
taining possei- 
non  of  the  property,  until  they  shall  have  shewn  a  sufficient  fund  in  hand  to  satisfy 
the  price  which  may  be  awarded  to  him,  or  until  they  shall  have  shewn  the  means 
by  which  they  propose  to  procure  it. 
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18S8.  ^  as  lessees,  id  certain  houses  in  Cambridge^  for  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  the  Commissioners,  acting  under  two 
local  acts  of  parliament,  from  proceeding  to  enforce  the 
compulsory  purchase  of  the  houses,  under  the  powers 
supposed  to  be  conferred  on  them  by  those  acts. 

It  appears  that  notice  had  been  given  to  the  Plaintiff, 
by  the  Commissioners,  of  their  intention  to  take  the 
houses  in  question,  and  that  they  were  proceeding  to 
have  the  value  of  the  premises  ascertained  by  a  jury; 
and  the  application  made  to  the  Vice-Cbancellor  was  to 
stop  all  proceedings.  The  Vice-Chancellor's  order  was 
confined  to  their  proceeding  to  summon,  and  lay  the 
case  before  a  jury,  his  Honor  declining  to  carry  the  in- 
junction any  further. 

The  present  application,  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, is  to  dissolve  that  injunction ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Plaintiffs  have  givOn  a  notice  of  motion  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  injunction  to  the  other 
objects  which  the  Commissioners  had  in  view,  and  par- 
ticularly of  restraining  the  Defendants  from  taking  pos- 
session of  the  premises  in  question. 

Two  grounds  were  laid  in  support  of  the  applica- 
tion. The  first  was,  that,  under  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, the  Commissioners  had  no  authority  to  take  the 
premises  in  question :  the  second  was,  that,  assuming 
they  had  such  authority,  still,  inasmuch  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  Plainti£&'  statement,  it  appeared  they  had 
not  funds  applicable  to  the  purpose,  they  ought  to  be 
restrained  by  this  Court  fi*om  exercising  the  legal  right, 
supposing  them  to  have  such  right 

The  Vice-Chancellor  was  of  opinion,  upon  the  con* 
struction  of  the  acts  of  parliament,  th^t  the  Commis* 

sioners 
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sloners  had  the  legal  right,  and  that  a  power  continued        1838. 
in  them,  by  which  they  would  be  authorised  to  compel     TT^"*^*^^ 
tbe  purchase,  and  the  assessmg  of  the  premises  before  a  «. 

jury.  But  he  was  of  opinion,  that,  there  not  being  R^ndalh. 
satisfactory  evidence  before  him  that  the  Commissioners 
had  funds  in  their  hands,  or  within  their  reach,  adequate 
to  the  purchase  of  the  premises  in  question,  upon  the 
supposed  authority  of,  or  rather  the  supposed  analogy 
to,  some  cases  decided  by  Lord  Eldon,  the  Court  ought 
to  interfere  by  injunction,  and  prevent  the  case  from 
being  brought  before  the  jury. 

Upon  the  first  point,  after  looking  carefully  through 
the  acts  of  parliament,  I  am  very  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  Vice-Chancellor's  construction  of  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment was  correct ;  and  I  really  see  very  little  ground  to 
doubt  it,  and  very  little  difiiculty  about  the  matter. 
Although  the  acts  of  parliament  are  inaccurately  and 
iuartificially  framed,  and  some  parts  of  them  not  very 
reconcilable  with  other  parts,  yet,  taking  the  whole  of 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  together,  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  object  of  those  acts  was  to  vest  in  the 
Commissioners  a  power,  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
might  see  occasion,  to  purchase  or  take  premises  which 
they  might  consider  necessary  to  be  taken  down  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  and  improving  the  streets  of  the 
town  of  Cambndge.  The  acts  of  parliament  had  other 
objects,  namely,  the  paving,  cleansing,  and  lighting  of 
the  town,  and  keeping  the  streets  in  proper  order.  All 
these  objects  are  comprehended  in  the  acts ;  the  requi- 
site powers  for  them  are  vested  in  the  Commissioners ; 
the  powers  are  undefined  in  point  of  time,  and  the  funds, 
also,  are  undefined  in  point  of  time,  inasmuch  as  no 
period  of  years  is  specified  for  which  the  Commissioners 
are  empowered  to  levy  rates  or  to  get  the  tolls.  The 
amount  to  be  rabed  in  each  year,  that  is  to  say,  the 

Vol.  hi.  G  g  per- 
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1888.  per^centage,  is,  indeed,  limited ;  bat  the  Commissioners 
haye  a  continuing  power  to  levy  the  rates ;  and  there 
being  the  power  to  impose  the  tolls,  from  time  to  time, 
I  can  find  nothing  in  these  acts  of  parliament  which 
would  limit  or  prevent  the  Commissioners  from  using 
the  funds  so  as  to  carry  the  several  objects  of  the  acts  of 
parliament  into  execution ;  one  of  those  objects,  and  a 
leadmg  one,  being  to  purchase  or  take  and  pull  down 
buildings  for  the  purpose  of  widening  and  improving 
the  streets. 

It  b  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  advert  to  the  par- 
ticular clauses  introduced  for  those  purposes;  but  as 
one  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  case  for  the  Plainti& 
has  been  rested,  is  that  the  powers  of  the  Commis* 
sioners  have  determined,  I  will  advert  shortly  to  the 
sections  which  appear  to  me  to  put  an  end  to  all  doubt 
on  the  matter. 

[The  Lord  ChanceLlor  here  entered  into  a  minute 
and  critical  examination  of  the  language  and  leading 
provisions  of  the  two  acts  of  parliament,  and  of  the 
inferences  which,  in  the  Plaintiffs'  argument,  had  been 
drawn  from  them,  as  indicating  that  the  powers  of  the 
Commissioners  were  intended  to  be  temporary  only,  and 
had  now  ceased  to  be  operative.  His  Lordship  then 
proceeded] :  ~ 

Upon  these  several  provisions,  it  is  impossible  to 
entertain  a  doubt  that  the  Commissioners  have  the 
power  they  have  assumed;  and  such  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Vice-Chancellor. 

It  was  argued,  however,  that,  although  they  have  the 
legal  power,  and  although  they  are  within  the  provisions 
of  the  acts,  and  although  the  time  has  not  gone  by  within 

which 
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which  they  are  to  exercise  the  power,  still  they  ought  to  18S8. 
be  prevented  from  doing  so,  because  there  do  not  appear 
to  be  funds  in  their  hands,  that  is  to  say,  now  in  their 
hands,  immediately  applicable  to  this  purpose,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  carry  their  proposed  compulsory  pui^ 
chase  into  effect.  The  Vice*Chancellor  clearly  does  not 
understand  the  object  and  effect  of  his  order  to  be  to 
prevent  the  Commissioners  from  proceeding  at  all  times, 
but  merely  to  prohibit  this  at  the  present  time ;  because 
he  contemplates  some  other  mode  of  proceeding,  some 
other  means  of  procuring  money,  and  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  their  making  a  rate  before  they  complete  the 
purchase,  in  order  partly  to  have  the  question  raised 
upon  the  legality  of  the  rate,  and  partly  to  put  them- 
selves in  possession  of  funds  by  means  of  which  they 
may  be  enabled  to  carry  the  purchase  into  efiect  His 
Honor  granted  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  Commis- 
sioners from  proceeding  to  have  the  value  of  the  pre- 
mises assessed  before  a  jury. 

In  support  of  his  view,  the  Vice-Chancellor  referred 
to  two  cases  before  Lord  Eldofij  The  Mayor  of  Kin^s 
Lynn  v.  Pemherton  (a),  and  Agar  v.  The  Begenfs  Canal 
Company^  which  is  mentioned  in  the  note  to  that  case. 
In  the  judgment  of  Lord  Eldon  in  The  Mayor  of  King  t 
Lynn  v.  Pemberton,  we  have  a  statement  by  Lord  Eldon 
himself  of  the  ground  on  which  he  proceeded  in  the  case 
of  Agar  V.  The  Begenfs  Canal  Company.  Lord  Eldon 
there  said,—"  In  the  case  of  Agar  v.  The  Begenfs  Canal 
Company^  I  acted  on  the  principle  that,  where  persons 
assume  to  satisfy  the  legislature  that  a  certain  sum  is 
sufficient  for  the  completion  of  a  proposed  undertaking, 
as  a  canal,  and  the  event  is  that  that  sum  is  not  nearly 
sufficient,  if  the  owner  of  an  estate  through  which  the 

legislature 
(a)  1 510011. 244. 
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1898.  l^islature  has  given  to  the  speculators  a  right  to  carry 
the  canal}  can  shew  that  the  persons  so  authorised  are 
unable  to  complete  their  work,  and  is  prompt  in  his 
application  for  relief,  grounded  on  that  fact,  this  Court 
will  not  permit  the  further  prosecution  of  the  under- 
taking/' {a)  His  Lordship  then  refers  to  another  case 
which  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  application  to 
the  present  His  words  are,  —  **  So,  in  another  case, 
a  Mr.  Taj/lor  filed  his  bill,  stating  that,  at  the  time  of 
subscribing,  he  expected  that,  when  he  had  paid  the 
whole  of  his  instalments,  he  should  find  the  canal  com- 
plete ;  but  that,  with  the  present  fund,  it  would  not  pass 
to  the  east  of  Hampstead;  and  the  Court  thought  him 
entided  to  relief/'  That  must  have  been  upon  the 
ground  of  misrepresentation  or  fraud  practised  on  the 
party  purchasing  a  share  in  tlie  canal,  and  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  applicable. 

The  case  of  Agar  v.  TAe  Regent's  Canal  Company^ 
however,  undoubtedly  lays  down  a  principle  which  may 
be  extremely  important  in  its  application ;  and  I  appre- 
hend Lord  Eldon  must  have  gone  upon  this  ground, 
that  where  acts  of  parliament  impose. certain  severe 
burthens  on  individuals,  by  interfering  with  their  pri- 
vate rights  and  private  property,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  some  great  public  good,  if  the  Court  sees  that 
the  undertaking  cannot  be  completed,  and  therefore 
that  the  public  cannot  derive  that  benefit  which  was 
to  be  the  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice  made  by  the  indi- 
vidual, the  Court  will  protect  tlie  individual  from  being 
compelled  to  make  that  sacrifice,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  until  it  appears  that  the  public  will  derive 
the  proposed  benefit  from  it.  It  is  impossible  to  sup- 
pose Lord  Eldon  could  have  meant  that,  after  au  act  of 

parliament 
(<f)  I  Swan.  ^50. 
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parliament  has  been  passed  giving  certain  powers,  and        1838. 
authorising  a  body  of  persons  to  carry  on  certain  works,     ^'^^'^ 
those  against  whose  rights  such  works  are  to  be  carried  v. 

into  effect  are  to  come  into  this  Court  and  say,  "  We 
will  undertake  to  prove  that  you  cannot,  with  the  money 
which  yon  have  in  hand,  carry  those  works  into  effect;'' 
and  that  therefore,  and  immediately,  in  that  state  of  cir- 
cumstances, the  Court  is  to  interfere.  If  that  were  so, 
it  is  quite  obvious  that,  not  a  single  bill  passes  the  legis- 
lature, authorising  the  formation  of  a  railway  or  a  canal, 
but  would  be  brought  immediately  into  this  Cburt; 
thus  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  investigate  the 
probable  expense  of  the  speculation ;  and  if  it  appeared 
that  the  money  which  the  parties  had  at  the  time  would 
not  enable  them  —  as  in  those  cases,  generally,  it  would 
not  enable  them  -—  to  carry  their  speculation  into  efiect, 
the  Court  would  be  called  upon  to  say  they  should  be 
prohibited  from  going  on  with  it  altogether. 

The  consequence  would  be,  that  this  Court  would  be 
assuming  to  itself  a  power  which  would  be  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  repealing  of  an  act  of  parliament. 
Lord  Etdon^  it  is  clear,  could  never  have  meant  that ; 
and  he  must,. therefore,  be  supposed  to  have  put  his 
decision  on  the  ground  I  have  referred  to.  In  the  case 
of  The  Mayor  of  Kin^s  lynn  v.  Pemberton^  it  appears 
that  the  defendants  were  not  working  on  any  land  be- 
longing to  the  plaintiffi ;  and  Lord  Eldon  refused  the 
injunction.  One  reason  stated  in  answer  to  the  appli- 
cation was,  that,  although  there  appeared  to  be  a  de- 
ficiency of  funds  to  enable  the  Company  to  complete 
their  work,  they  were  applying  to  parliament  to  get 
further  powers  —  not  that  they  had  obtained  further 
powers,  but  that  they  were  applying  for  them.  Lord 
Eldon  upon  that  observed,  "  A  peculiarity  in  this  case  is 
the  pending  application  to  parliament."  I  do  not  per- 
Gg  S  ceiv^ 


446  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

18S8.  ceive  how  that  could  make  any  difference,  because  it 
is  open  to  all  companies,  and  to  all  parties,  to  apply 
to  parliament.  If  they  got  a  new  act,  that  might  alter 
the  case ;  but  how  the  circumstance  of  the  parties  ap- 
plying to  parliament  was  to  gi^e  them  a  right  which 
they  would  not  have  if  they  had  not  been  making  that 
application,  I  confess  I  do  not  understand.  I  cannot 
but  think  that,  on  further  consideration,  Lord  Etdon 
was  disposed  to  limit,  and  felt  the  necessity  of  limiting, 
the  proposition  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  laid  down 
in  Jtgar  v.  The  Regents  Canal  Company. 

The  question  then  is,  assuming  the  rule  to  be  as  Lord 
EUm  is  supposed  to  have  laid  it  down  in  the  case  of 
Agar  V.  The  Begenfs  Canal  Compam/f  what  application 
it  has  to  the  present.  The  principle  of  that  case,  taking 
it  in  the  way  assumed^  was,  not  that  the  company  had 
no  power  to  purchase  the  land  they  proposed  to  pur- 
chase, but  that  they  did  not  appear  to  have  the  means 
of  carrying  into  e£hct  the  whole  of  the  plan  they  had 
projected;  and  that,  therefore,  the  ground  on  which 
they  acted  in  taking  from  the  individual  the  right  of 
dominion  over  his  own  property,  could  not  be  sup- 
ported ;  and  the  consideration  failed.  Now  what  ana- 
logy has  that  to  the  present  case?  There  is  no  one 
individual  object  to  be  accomplished  here ;  the  powers 
of  this  act  are  for  a  variety  of  objects,  all  tending  to 
die  same  effect.  There  is  no  one  defined  purpose  to 
be  carried  into  efiect;  but  the  Commissioners  are,  from 
time  to  time,  to  be  at  liberty  to  exercise  their  powers 
for  the  purpose  of  widening  and  improving  the  streets 
of  Cambridge.  Every  purchase  they  make,  every  house 
they  take  down,  is  a  distinct  work  in  itself,  and  to  that 
extent  accomplishes  the  object  The  principle,  there- 
fore, of  Lord  Eldon'%  observations  does  not,  as  it  strikes 
met  apply  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  present  case. 

If 
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If  Lord  Eldon  had  laid  it  down  that,  wherever  a  public  18S8* 
body  of  this  description,  wherever  commissioners  or  an 
incorporated  company  propose  to  purchase  or  take  any 
particular  property,  the  Court  will  see  beforehand,  before 
the  contract  is  complete,  before  the  sum  to  be  paid  is 
ascertained,  not  only  that  diey  have  the  means  of  paying 
for  the  property  so  proposed  to  be  purchased  or  taken, 
but  that  the  money  which  they  have,  and  mean  to  apply 
for  the  purpose,  is  raised  according  to  a  particular  mode 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament,  then  such  a  pro* 
position  would  come  up  to  the  present  case.  But  no 
such  proposition  is  laid  down  by  his  Lordship ;  and  it 
would  be  quite  a  new  principle  to  contend  that  a  party 
who  is  under  an  obligation  to  sell  his  property,  either 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  parliament  or  otherwise, 
has  a  right  to  ask  the  purchaser — where  do  you  get  the 
money  from,  with  which  you  are  to  pay  for  the  property 
you  are  purchasing  of  me  ?  / 

The  clauses  which  enable  the  Commissioners  to  com* 
plete  the  purchase  provide  that,  upon  payment  of  the 
sum  awarded  by  the  jury,  they  are  to  have  a  convey- 
ance ;  that,  upon  the  conveyance  being  made,  they  are 
to  have  a  right  of  entry  after  a  certain  notice;  and 
the  means  of  payment  would  naturally  flow  from  those 
powers  which  they  are,  by  force  of  the  acts  of  par-* 
iiament,  authorised  to  put  in  execution  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  money.  But  no  authority  is  to 
be  found,  either  in  those  acts  of  parliament  or  in  any 
decision,  for  holding  that  a  party,  being  compelled  to 
sell  his  property,  has  a  right  to  put  to  the  purchaser 
any  such  question  as  I  have  just  mentioned.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  the  seller  has  any  interest  in  the  source 
from  which  the  money  comes ;  but  the  argument  is, 
that,  being  an  owner  of  premises  which  the  Commis* 
sioQers  wish  to  buy,  he  has  a  right  to  say  — <*  You 
G  g  4  shall 
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1838.  shall  not  purchase  my  premises  except  with  money 
raised  in  a  particular  way  under  the  act  of  parliament  f 
and  that  is  the  very  ground  on  which  the  Plaintiff,  Mr. 
Salmon^  has  resisted  this  purchase. 

No  doubt  the  power  to  raise  the  money  b  extremely 
important,  in  determining  the  extent  to  which  the  right 
to  purchase  goes.  The  argument  may  be  very  sound, 
that  if  the  power  to  raise  money  is  limited,  the  right  to 
purchase  ought  not  to  be  carried  beyond  the  power 
given  to  raise  the  money  for  the  purchases  by  means 
of  which  the  objects  of  the  acts  of  parliament  are  to 
be  effected.  .  But  that  is  not  the  question  here :  the 
question  is,  assuming  the  power  of  purchasing  to  be 
within  the  provisions  of  the  acts,  has  the  vendor  a  right 
to  say,  **  Let  me  know  exactly  where  the  money  comes 
from,  and  how  it  was  got,  which  you  mean  to  apply 
in  completing  this  purchase  ?"  The  cases  cited  have 
a  reference  to  no  such  right,  and  proceed  on  totally 
different  principles. 

Now,  although  there  is,  on  the  affidavits,  very  great 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  how  the  Commissioners  are^ 
within  a  reasonable  period,  to  raise  the  money  for  com- 
pleting this  purchase,  yet  I  do  find  that  there  is  a  power 
to  raise  money.  I  know  not  what  the  value  of  Uie  pro- 
perty may  be:  that  is  a  matter  of  total  uncertainty. 
The  affidavits  on  the  diffisrent  sides  differ  extremely,  as 
one  might  expect,  with  respect  to  the  supposed  value  of 
the  premises.  I  cannot  tell  what  the  jury  may  assess 
as  their  value;  and  I  am  equally  unable  to  ascertain 
how  much  money  the  Commbsioners  may  be  able  to 
raise  by  the  1$.  rate,  or  by  the  1^.  rate  and  the  Sd.  rate, 
which  they  are  authorised  to  raise,  or  by  the  tolls ;  all  of 
which  are  within  their  power  by  the  terms  of  the  acts  of 
parlmment;  and,  according  to  the  construction  I  put 

upon 
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upon  the  nets  of  parliament,  whatever  moneys  may  be        1838. 
raised  in  that  way,  and  which  they  are  authorised  to     ^"'^T^'^^''^^ 
raise,  may  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  acts.     I  v. 

entirely  abstain  from  going  into  the  question,  how  far  the  Randall. 
Corporation  or  the  University  may  be  liable  to  contri- 
bute ;  but  I  find  a  power,  beyond  all  doubt,  vested  in 
the  Commissioners  under  the  acts  of  parliament,  by 
which  they  are  enabled  to  raise  money  for  these  pur- 
poses, and  I  am  left  entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
amount  of  money,  is  required. 

What  ground,  then,  is  there  for  the  interposition  of 
this  Couit,  to  prevent  the  Commissioners  from  exercising 
their  legal  right  ?  Assuming  that  the  Vice-Chancellor 
and  myself  are  correct  in  our  construction,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  have  the  power,  and  no  question  as  to 
their  legal  right  to  purchase.  They  have  given  a  notice ; 
the  act  of  parliament  is  imperative,  that  the  jury  shall 
assess  the  value;  and  the  Commissioners  must  tender  the 
value  so  assessed.  The  owner  is  to  hold,  until  the  value 
has  been  assessed  by  the  jury,  and  the  tender  made :  then, 
upon  the  tender,  certain  acts  are  to  be  done,  which  will 
vest  the  premises  in  the  Commissioners ;  but  till  then 
the  property  remains  in  the  owner,  untouched.  The 
order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  prevents  them,  therefore, 
from  having  the  property  vested  in  them,  or  acquiring 
the  dominion  over  the  premises ;  but  it  still  leaves  the 
parties  in  the  situation  of  vendor  and  purchaser,  inas- 
much as  the  Commissioners  have  given  the  notice;  and 
the  Vice-Chancellor's  order  cannot  disturb  the  position 
of  the  parties. 

I  find  no  authority  in  the  cases  referred  to  which  dis- 
tinguishes this  case  from  any  other  in  which  parties  are 
exercising  a  legal  right  The  parties,  I  conceive,  are 
put  into  the  situation  of  vendor  and  purchaser  by  the 

notice; 
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1888.  notice ;  and  like  every  other  vendor  and  purcbaaer,  they 
must  of  course  complete  their  purchase,  according  to  the 
provisions,  not  of  the  contract,  hut  of  those  arrangements 
which  the  act  of  parliament  has  substituted  in  lieu  of  the 
contract,  in  a  case  where  no  contract  can  take  place. 

It  would,  as  it  seems  to  me,  be  most  inconvenient  for 
both  parties  if  the  Court  were  to  leave  them  in  their 
present  position ;  a  position  in  which  neither  of  them 
can  interfere  with  the  property,  the  notice  effectually 
preventing  them.  It  is  vain  for  the  owner  of  the  property 
to  suppose  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  go  on  dealing  with 
this  land,  and  expending  money  upon  it,  as  if  it  were 
his ;  because  if  the  Commissioners  complette  their  pur- 
chase, he  is  building  not  on  his  own  land,  but  on  the 
land  of  the  Commissioners.  It  is  impossible  to  say 
what  view  the  jury  may  take  of  the  matter;  but  I  ap- 
prehend, that  if  they  take  a  correct  view,  they  will  look 
at  the  situation  of  the  property,  and  fix  the  value  as  it 
stood  at  the  time  when  the  notice  was  given ;  from  which 
time  it  was  the  property  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
ceased  to  be  the  property  of  the  vendor.  While,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  most  inconvenient  for  the  owner  to  be 
left  in  his  present  situation,  it  would  be  also  most  incon- 
venient for  the  Commissioners;  because  the  only  thing 
they  could  do  would  be  to  make  a  rate  to  enable  them  to 
complete  the  purchase  of  the  property;  which  property 
they  are,  by  the  injunction  of  this  Court,  restrained  from 
purchasing. 

If  any  case  arises  after  the  jury  has  assessed  the 
value;  if  payment  is  not  made;  or  if  any  other  difficulty 
occurs,  that  will  form  the  subject  of  a  new  and  distinct 
case.  I  am  only  considering  now  how  far  the  Court 
ought  to  interfere  by  injunction  between  the  parties,  to 
prevent  the  jury  from  assessing  the  value. 

I  am 


Randall. 
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I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  only  consistent  with        1838. 
the  rights  under  the  acts  of  parliament,  but  the  most     ^"^^^"^ 
convenient  course  for  all  parties,  that  the  jury  should     ^    v. 
go  on  to  assess  the  sum  at  which  the  Commissioners 
may  purchase  these  premises;  and  whether  they  can,  or 
whether  they  cannot,  purchase  them,  stUI  it  is  necessary 
that  the  jury  should  tell  them  what  the  sum  is  which 
they  will  have  to  pay. 

Upon  these  grounds,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  order 
of  the  yice-Chancellor,  for  the  injunction,  should  be 
discharged ;  and  as  the  motion  on  the  part  of  the  Plain- 
tiffs, for  extending  the  injunction,  of  course  necessarily 
fiuk  also,  that  motion  must  be  refused  with  costs. 


GLASCOTT  V.  LANG.  Jr/fy28.3o,3i. 

Aug,  1.3. 

THIS  was  a  suit  instituted  by  the  mortgagees  of  a  The  Court 
ship  caUed  the  Margaret  Ogilvie,  and  of  her  freight  PXeSef 
and  earnings,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  bottomry  jurisdiction 
bond  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled,  as  being  in  fraud  tomry  bond 
of  the  Plaintifi,  and  for  an  injunction  against  any  pro*  |.»  ^cMt  of 
oeedings  in  the  Admiralty  Court  in  respect  of  the  bond,     will,  for  that 

purpose,  re- 

At  the  time  when  the  bill  was  filed,  no  proceedmgs  ceed?4»^pon 
io  that  Court  bad  been  commenced.  ^^e  bond  in 

the  Admiralty 
Court  by 
»p|j^  injunction. 
It  is  not 
neeefMiy,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  an  interlocutory  iniunction  of  that  kind, 
that  the  Court  should  find  a  case  which  would  entitle  the  Plaintiff  to  relief  at  all 
events ;  it  is  sufficient  if  the  Court  finds,  upon  the  evidence  then  before  it,  a  case 
wbkh  makes  the  transaction  a  proper  subject  of  investigation  in  a  court  of  equity. 
After  lonp  acquiescence  under  such  an  order^  the  Court  will  not  readily  entertain 
an  appUcatioo  lor  dissolfing  it. 
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18S8.  Tlie  case  made  by  the  bill  was,  that,  subsequently 

to  the  date  of  the  Plaintiffs'  mortgage,  the  bond  in 
question  had  been  fraudulently  granted  at  Trieste  by 
the  acting  master  of  the  ship,  in  concert  and  coUusbn 
with  the  obligees  in  the  bond,  who  were  now  represented 
by  the  principal  Defendants.  The  material  circumstances 
of  the  transaction,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings 
of  the  parties,  are  shortly  referred  to  in  the  judgment 

Upon  a  motion  founded  on  affidavits,  the  Vice* 
Chancellor  made  an  order  granting  the  injunction,  on 
the  15th  of  March  1837,  and  the  answers  having  been 
subsequently  put  in, 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Sharpe  now  moved  to  discharge 
that  order.  They  contended,  first,  that  unless  some 
very  special  case  was  made,  a  Court  of  Equity  could 
not  interfere  with  a  matter  which  was  properly  and 
peculiarly  cognizable  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  a 
Court  which  itself  acted  upon  equitable  principles, 
and  had  the  power,  if  the  case  required  it,  of  mode* 
rating  the  amount  of  the  demand  to  be  recovered  upon 
the  bond ;  7%^  Zodiac,  {a)  It  was  clear  that  the 
Court  of  Chancery  had  not  a  concurrent  jurisdiction; 
and  it  could  not  be  denied,  as  the  case  now  stood 
upon  the  answers^  and  affidavits,  that  the  bond,  to  a 
large  extent  at  least,  was  given  to  secure  a  valid  and 
bond  fide  debt,  which  was  properly  the  subject  of  bot- 
tomry. They  further  contended,  that  upon  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  disclosed  upon  the  affidavits  and 
in  the  answers,  no  case  of  fraud  was  made  out,  and  that 
the  Court,  therefore,  even  if  it  possessed  the  jurisdiction, 
would  not  be  disposed,  and  ought  not,  to  exercise  it. 
With  respect  to  the  purposes  for  which,  and  the 
parties  by  whom,  bottomry  bonds  might  be  effectually 
given,  and  the  validity  of  such  bonds  as  against  prior 

mortgageeSf 

(a)  I  Uag.  Adm.  iZ.380. 
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mortgagees,  the  following  cases  were  referred  to :  — 
The  Nelson  {a\  Boddington*s{Jb\  The  Hero  {c),  The 
Alexander  {d).  The  Duke  of  Bedford  {e).  The  YsabeL(g) 

Mr.  Knight  Bruce  and   Mr.  Heaihfield^  contra^  in 

support  of  the  injunction,  submitted  that  the  right  of 

the  Court  to  interfere  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  as  in  every 

other  case  involving  questions  of  circumvention   and 

fraud,  was  indisputable.     A  similar  jurisdiction  had 

been  very  recently  exercised  by  Lord  Langdale  over  a 

bottomry  bond,  in  an  unreported  case  of  Dobson  v. 

Za/oII  {h)  at  the  Rolls.     The  facts  of  the  present  case, 

as 

able  extent;  and  he  therefore 
varied  the  decree  at  the  Rolls, 
by  directing  an  inquiry  as  to 
what  sums  of  money  were  ne- 
cessarily payable  and  paid  to 
the  captain,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  ship  to  proceed  on 
her  voyage ;  and  also  an  inquiry 
as  to  what  sums  of  money  were 
in  the  hands,  or  at  the  command 
of  the  captain,  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  those  demands,  other* 
wise  than  by  raising  money  on 
bottomry.  The  decisions  of  the 
IVlaster  of  the  Rolls  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  both  assumed 
that  the  Court  of  Chancery  had 
jurisdiction  over  bottomry  bonds, 
on  the  ground  of  fraud ;  hut  as 
the  case  on  the  appeal  involved 
no  general  principle,  it  will  not 
be  reported. 

The  Soiici£or»  General  and  Mr, 
Sharpe  for  the  Plaintifl^  the  Re- 
spondent on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  T^nnejf,  Mr.  Wtgram,  and 
Mr.  H.J.  L.  WiiiiamM,  for  the 
Defendants  who  appealed. 


1838. 


(a)  lHag.Adm.R.  169. 

(5)  QHfig.Adm.R.  422. 

(r)  2  Dods.  Adm.R.  139. 

id)  \DodM.Adm.R.27S. 

(e)  2  Hag.  Adm.R.  294. 

(g)  \  Dods.  Adm.R,  213. 

{h)  Do&onv.Lyai/,  originally 
decided  at  the  Rolls  on  the  Mth 
of  January  1 837,  was  a  suit  by 
the  first  mortgagee  of  a  ship, 
seeking  to  set  aside  or  postpone 
a  bottomry  bond,  which  was  sub- 
sequently granted  by  the  master 
and  part-owner  of  the  ship, 
when  at  Calcuila.  Lord  Lang' 
daU  thought  that,  upon  the  evi- 
desice  in  the  cause,  the  case  of 
fraud  was  made  out,  and  the 
decree  declared  that  the  bond 
was  wholly  void  as  against  the 
Plainti£ 

Upon  the  appeal,  however(iSro- 
wem&er  7, 8,  9.  12. 1838),  of  the 
Defendants,  Messrs.  LyaU,  who 
were  the  holders  of  the  hot- 
tonnry  bond,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  of  opinion  that  the 
bond  would  probably  be  found 
to  be  valid,  at  least  to  a  coniider- 
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1838.  as  they  appeared  upon  the  admisriooa  in  the  answer, 
were  fully  sufficient  to  justify  the  interferenee  of  the 
Court. 


Aug,  3.  T%e  Lord  Chancelloil 

The  principal  point  in  this  case  turned  upon  the 
question  how  far  this  Court  had  jurisdiction,  and,  if  it 
had  jurisdiction,  how  far  it  ought  to  exercise  juris- 
diction, in  restraining  a  party  from  proceeding  in  a  suit 
in  the  Admiralty  Court  upon  a  bottomry  bond.  The 
bottomry  bond  having  been  given  at  a  foreign  port, 
Triestey  the  obligees  transmitted  the  bond  to  this  country 
and  proceeded  to  enforce  it.  Those  who  had  the  pro- 
perty in  the  vessel,  and  who  were  therefore  to  be  affected 
by  the  bond,  before  any  proceedings  were  instituted  in 
the  Admiralty  Court,  filed  the  present  bill,  impeaching 
the  security,  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  or  at  least  im- 
proper dealing,  on  the  part  of  those  who  obtained  the 
bottomry  bond. 

The  first  question  raised  was,  whether  this  Court 
had  jurisdiction.  From  the  commencement  of  the  ar- 
gument to  the  present  moment,  I  never  entertained 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  Court  had  jurisdiction ;  in- 
deed I  see  nothing  to  rabe  the  question.  No  authority 
has  been  cited  to  shew  that  this  Court  has  no  power 
over  such  an  instrument  alleged  to  be  executed  in  fraud, 
or  under  any  other  circumstances  which  would  induce 
the  Court  to  interfere.  The  instrument,  whether  it  be  a 
bottomry  bond  or  any  other  species  of  bond,  is  a  ^eco* 
rity  for  money  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  under 
circumstances  which  a  court  of  equity  ought  not  to  give 
effect  to;  and  the  Plainti&  come  here  asserting  their 
equity,  to  get  rid  of  the  obligation,  whether  as  against 

the 
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the  person  or  as  against  the  property,  in  the  ordinary  1838. 
coarse  of  administration  of  equity  m  this  Court.  Not 
only  is  no  authority  cited,  but  no  reason  is  urged  which 
induces  me  to  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  on  the  subject. 
In  &ct  the  point  was  conceded ;  for  Mr.  Jacobs  in  his 
reply,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  mine,  admitted  tliat  a 
case  might  exist  in  which  the  Court  would  interfere; 
and  if  a  case  might  exist,  the  question  is  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  not  upon  the  jurisdiction. 

Assuming,  then,  the  question  of  jurisdiction  to  be  put 
entirely  out  of  view,  it  remains  only  to  be  considered 
whether  this  is  a  case  in  which,  at  the  present  moment, 
it  would  be  a  sound  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the 
Court  to  dissolve  this  injunction. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  have  looked,  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able,  through  the  case  made  upon  the  affi- 
davits, and  upon  the  pleadings;  and,  in  looking  through 
the  pleadings  and  the  evidence,  for  the  purpose  of  an 
injunction,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  Court  shoyld 
find  a  case  which  would  entitle  the  Plaintiff  to  relief  at 
all  events.  It  is  quite  sufficient  if  the  Court  finds,  upon 
the  pleadings,  and  upon  the  evidence,  a  case  which 
makes  the  transaction  a  proper  subject  of  investigation 
in  a  Court  of  Equity ;  and  on  that  I  thmk  it  would  be 
very  difficult  here  to  raise  any  dispute. 

'  In  ordinary  cases  of  bottomry  bonds,  the  owners  have, 
at  least,  the  security  of  their  own  agent,  the  master,  who 
is  supposed  to  be  dealing  with  strangers,  and  whose 
daty  it  is  to  make  the  best  bargain  he  can  for  the 
owners.  I  find,  however,  that  here  the  owners  have 
entirely  lost  that  security.  Looking  at  what  took  place 
at  TMestey  although  possibly  the  transaction  may  be 
proved  to  be  all  right,  —  looking  at  what  took  place  at 

Trieste^ 
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1838.  Tfiesiej  I  find  that  the  master,  and  those  who  were  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  bottomry  bond,  were  at  least 
acting  together  against  the  owner ;  that  the  owner  bad 
not  the  protection  of  the  master;  'the  master  so  ap- 
pointed not  being  the  person  who  sailed  as  the  original 
master  of  the  vessel,  but  an  officer  who  succeeded,  on 
the  death  of  the  master,  and  one  who  was  appointed 
master  at  Trieste  by  the  intervention  of  the  very  persons 
who  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  bond,  or,  at  least, 
by  the  house  which  those  persons  represent,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  Vice-Consul  there.  The  individual 
in  question  is  appointed  master  on  the  very  day  before 
this  bond  is  executed.  That  may  be  all  quite  right ;  it 
may  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  give  legal  validity 
to  a  perfectly  fair  transaction ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
say  that  it  does  not  raise  a  proper  question  which  the 
owners  may  well  be  expected  to  litigate  in  a  Court  of 
Equity.     That  is  one  of  many  considerations. 

Then  tliere  arises  this  question :  —  At  Rio  certain 
money  is  said  to  have  been  advanced,  but  nothing  was 
done  there  to  throw  any  charge  upon  the  vessel ;  no 
bottomry  bond  was  taken  at  Rio,  but  the  vessel  pro- 
ceeded on  her  voyage  from  Rio  to  Trieste ;  and  there 
being  nothing  to  fix  the  vessel  with  any  liability  under 
the  bottomry  bond  for  the  balance  supposed  to  have 
been  due  at  Rio,  the  bond  is  taken  at  Trieste,  and  for 
a  sum  including  the  debt  incurred  at  Rio.  All  that,  by 
possibility,  may  be  explained;  but  to  say  that  this  is 
not  a  fair  matter  for  investigation  and  inquiry  is,  I  think, 
saying  much  more  than  the  facts  warrant.  There  is,  in 
the  case,  a  great  deal  more  of  suspicion  —  at  least  of 
that  which  requires  investigation  —  of  that  in  the  face 
of  which  this  Court  will  not  permit  the  instrument  to 
have  its  legal  operation  without  further  investigation 
and  inquiry. 

Now, 
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Now,  if  the  injanction  bad  been  to  restrain  proceed-        1888. 
ings  upon  an  ordinary  money  bond,  and  I  had  seen,     ^^"^^^^"^^ 
upon  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence,  a  case  of  so  much  v, 

suspicion,  or  matter  requiring  so  much  investigation,  ^^^^ 
admitted  in  the  answer,  as  I  find  upon  the  affidavits  and 
pleadings  in  this  case,  I  should  not  for  a  moment  have 
hesitated  in  saying  that  I  could  not  allow  the  parties 
to  proceed  to  enforce  their  legal  right  until  a  court  of 
equity  had  had  the  opportunity  and  means  of  ascertain- 
ing to  what  extent  that  legal  right  ought  to  be  permitted' 
to  be  carried  into  effect.  The  proceeding  in  the  Ad- 
miralty Court  is  to  enforce  a  legal  right ;  and  the  only 
answer  suggested  to  that  is,  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
has  a  power  which  a  court  of  law  does  not  exercise  over 
an  instrument  of  this  nature — namely,  a  power  of  per- 
mitting it  to  take  efi*ect  to  a  limited  extent,  and  of  disal- 
lowing sums  of  money  not  properly  forming  the  subject  of 
a  bottomry  bond.  The  Court  of  Admiralty,  however,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  possesses  no  jurisdiction,  and  none  such 
has  been  asserted,  enabling  it  to  exercise  the  power  which 
this  Court  exercises  over  the  instrument  itself,  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  aside  that  which  ought  never  to  have 
existed,  so  as  to  prevent  any  validity  being  given  to  an 
instrument  which  originated  in  fraud.  But,  whether 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  has  or  has  not  such  a  juris- 
diction,  it  is  not  because  another  court  has  concurrent 
jurisdiction  that  thi^  Court  is  to  be  stayed,  particularly 
in  a  case  like  the  present,  where  the  proceedings  in 
this  Court  were' instituted  first;  and  where  the  question 
is,  whether  this  Court,  having  acquired  jurisdiction  over 
a  subject-matter  peculiarly  within  its  jurisdiction,  is  to 
abstain  from  exercising  that  jurisdiction  because,  after- 
wards, proceedings  are  instituted  in  another  Court, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  a  similar  jurisdiction* 

Vol.  in.  Hh  Inde- 
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1 838.  Independently  of  this,  however,  the  time  at  which  this 

application  is  made  would,  almost  of  itself,  be  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  the  motion.  ]  I  do  not  say  that,  if  seven- 
teen months  ago  this  Court  had  committed  such  an 
error  as  to  assume  jurisdiction  over  a  matter  where 
clearly  it  had  none,  it  would  be  too  late,  after  the  lapse 
of  seventeen  months,  to  correct  that  error.  But  if  it 
be  a  matter  of  discretion,  in  the  view  I  am  now  taking 
of  it -—if  the  Court  has  jurisdiction,  and  the  question 
before  me  is  only  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  is  now  expedient  and  proper  to  refuse  the 
interposition  of  this  Court,  and  permit  the  parties  to 
proceed  in  another  court,  namely,  the  Admiralty  Court, 
— -  the  dates  are  most  important 

[His  Lordship  then  entered  into  a  review  of  the  dif- 
ferent steps  taken  by  the  parties  in  the  cause  after  the 
Vice-Chancellor  had  granted  the  order  for  the  injunc- 
don,  and  observed  that,  notwithstanding  that  the  De- 
fendants had  ample  facility  for  moving,  by  way  of  appeal, 
to  get  rid  of  that  order,  they  had  thought  fit  to  acquiesce 
in  it,  and  in  the  jurisdiction  tliereby  assumed,  of  re- 
straining the  proceedings  in  the  Admiralty  Court,  ever 
since  the  month  of  March  1837,  a  period  of  nearly 
seventeen  months.     His  Lordship  then  proceeded]  :  — 

I  am  then  told  that  great  expenses  have  been  in- 
curred in  the  cause,  and  a  mass  of  papers  is  exhibited 
as  a  reason  why  I  should  now  send  the  parties  back  to 
the  Court  of  Admiralty.  That  is  a  reason  of  all  others 
why  I  should  not  do  so.  Those  who  might  have  come 
here  and  had  this  question  decided  in  April  1837  have 
not  thought  proper  to  do  so ;  they  have  thought  proper 
to  allow  the  case  to  go  on ;  they  have  permitted  that 
accumulation  of  papers  and  that  increase  of  expense ; 

and 
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and  after  all  the  cost  has  been  so  incurred,  and  this 
Court  has  had  possession  of  the  cause,  and  the  parties 
have  been  put  to  great  expense  in  litigation  here,  l 
am  then  asked  to  withdraw  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court, 
and  to  interfere  no  further  in  the  cause,  but  to  send  the 
parties  back  to  the  Admiralty  Court  upon  a  question 
which  was  quite  open  in  the  month  of  Marck  last  year. 

Now,  for  all  these  reasons,  I  see  no  ground  what- 
ever  for  this  application.  I  think  it  comes  very  much 
too  late,  and  there  is  no  fact  before  me  to  justify  it : 
•there  is  no  point  of  law  upon  which  it  can  be  supported ; 
I  think,  therefore,  it  must  be  refused,  and  with  costs. 
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BOOTH  V.  LEYCESTER. 


Feb.  8,  9. 
Nov,  IS, 


f  I IHIS  was  the  appeal  of  the  Plaintiff  against  the  An  owner  of 
-*-    decree  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  at  the   ^JJJrf  ami 

hearing  of  the  cause,  and  also  against  a  subsequent  Order  Ireland  grant 

^  *  A  ed  a  number 

of  of  annuities, 
some  of  which 
were  specificalty  charged  by  the  deeds  upon  the  grantor's  EngUth  estates,  with 
powers  of  distress  and  entry  for  recovering  the  amount,  and  all  costs,  losses^ 
charges,  damages,  and  expenses  occasioned  by  the  same  not  being  duly  paid :  others 
were  secured  by  the  covenant  of  the  grantor  and  a  surety,  with  a  proviso  for  redemp- 
tion on  payment  of  a  certain  sumi  and  all  costs,  charges,  and  expenses :  all  of 
them  were  further  secured  by  warrants  of  attorney  to  confess  judgment,  upon  which 
judgments  were  entered  up.  Upon  a  bill  filed  by  an  assignee  of  these  annuities, 
after  the  death  of  the  grantor,  for  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  annuities,  together 
with  interest,  it  was  held  tliat  he  was  not  entitled  to  interest  upon  the  arrears  of 
any  of  the  annuities,  there  being  no  proof  that  he  had  been  delayed  by  the  absence 
or  conduct  of  the  grantor. 

The  assignee  having  afterwards  instituted  a  suit  in  Ireland  to  recover  the  arrears 
of  the  annuities  out  of  the  grantor's  estates  in  that  country,  an  order  was  made  di- 
recting that,  upon  payment  of  what  was  found  due  to  him  in  the  suit  in  this  Court, 
in  respect  of  the  annuities  specifically  charged,  he  should  execute  releases  of  those 
annuities,  and  enter  up  satisfaction  on  the  iudgroents  by  which  they  were  secured, 
and  be  restrained  from  prosecuting  the  suit  m  Ireland  until  further  order. 

Hh  2 
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1 888.  of  the  Sd  oF  March  1 837,  made  upon  the  Defendant's  pe- 
tition in  the  cause.  The  argument  and  judgment  in  the 
Court  beloW|  upon  both  occasions,  are  reported  in  the  first 
volume  of  Mr.  A[e^'5  Beports{a)y  where  the  different  in- 
struments, and  the  history  of  the  transactions  out  of  which 
the  questions  in  the  cause  arose,  are  fully  set  forth.  The 
several  points  raised  by  the  appeal,  and  the  material 
circumstances  upon  which  they  turned,  are  also  shortly 
recapitulated  in  the  Lord  Chancellor's  judgment 

Mr.  Wakefield,  Mr.  Wright^  and  Mr.  Beales,  for  the 
appeal. 

Mr.  Tinny  and  Mr.  Lcroat,  and  Mr.  Spence,  contra. 

The  general  line  of  argument  adopted  on  both  sides 
was  substantially  the  same  as  had  been  taken  in  the 
Court  below.  The  following  additional  authorities  were 
referred  to ;  Batten  v.  Eamley  (6),  BlacJcmore  v.  P/^tw- 
yfig{c)f  M^Clure  v.  Dunkin  (rf),  Parker  v.  Hutchinson  [e\ 
Wynn  v.  Williams  (g),  Clarke  v.  Scton{h\  Sounder^ 
BeportSi  by  Serjt.  Williams,,  (/) 

The  leading  arguments  urged  in  support  of  the  ap- 
peal are  stated  and  considered  in  the  judgment. 


i^ov.  15,  The  Lord  CHANCELioit. 

The  facts  of  this  case,  so  far  as  they  affect  the  ques- 
tions raised  upon  the  appeal,  are  as  follow :  — 

Sir 

(fl^  Pages  247.  579.  (0  5  Vet.  135. 

(Jb)  2  P.  Wins.  165.  (g)  5  Ves.  130. 

(c)  7  T.  5.446.  (h)  6r«.411. 

\d)  I  Matt,  ^3Q,  {«)  Vol.ii.  p.  107.  note. 
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Sir  John  Bjoger  Palmer  was  entitled  to  certain  estates 
in  Irelandj  as  to  part  in  fee,  and  as  to  other  part,  for 
life,  subject  to  certain  charges. 

His  wife,  Lady  Palmer,  before  her  marriage,  was*en- 
titled  to  2000/.,  part  of  a  larger  sum,  secured  upon  a 
mortgage  in  England,  and  to  oqe  fourth  part  of  cer- 
tain estates  in  Middlesex.  By  articles  previous  to  the 
marriage  of  Sir  John  Bcger  Palmer  and  Lady  Palmer, 
provision  was  made  for  Lady  Palmer,  and  the  children 
of  the  marriage,  out  of  the  Irish  estates,  and  the  fee  was 
reserved  to  S'wjohn  Roger  Palmer,  (a)  The  Middlesex 
estates  of  Lady  Palmer  were  conveyed  in  trust  for  sale ; 
and  the  proceeds,  and  her  fortune  in  money,  were  to  be 
applied  in  paying  off,  first  the  charge  upon  Sir  John 
JRoger  Palmer's  fee-simple  estates,  and,  secondly,  those 
upon  his  other  estates.  Part  of  the  L^ish  estates  were, 
at  the  suit  of  mortgage  creditors,  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
applied  in  paying  off  the  charges  upon  those  estates. 
Lady  Palmer's  Middlesex  estates,  and  the  2000/.,  were 
not  applied  as  provided  by  the  articles. 

After  the  marriage  (of  which  there  was  no  issue),  a 
brother  of  hady  Palmer  having  died,  she  became  entitled, 
as  his  next  of  kin,  to  another  sum  of  2000/.,  part  of  the 
same  mortgage;  but  this  sum  not  being  affected  by  her 
marriage  settlement,  it  became  the  property  of  her  hus- 
band. Sir  John  Soger  Palmer. 

Sir  John  Soger  Palmer,  whilst  the  property  was  so 
circumstanced,  granted  many  annuities  for  his  life,  and 
two  forms  were  adopted  in  the  deeds  for  this  purpose:  — 

1.  In 


1838. 


{a)  The  provision  for  Lady 
Palmer  was  by  way  of  jointure ; 
bat,  before  the  institution  of  the 

H 


suit,  that  jointure  had  deter- 
mined by  her  death;  and  there 
were  no  children  of  the  marriage. 
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1838.  1.  In  some  he  charged  the  annuities  upon  the  share 

in  the  Middlesex  estates,  which  had  belonged  to  Lady 
Palmer^  with  the  usual  powers  of  distress  and  entry  for 
recovering  the  annuity,  '^  and  all  costs,  losses,  chaises, 
damages,  and  expenses,  which  should  be  occasioned  by 
the  nonpayment  of  the  same  on  the  days  and  times 
appointed  for  payment  thereof  ;'*^  and  he  demised  such 
share  in  those  estates  for  a  long  term  to  effect  the  same 
purposes,  either  by  receipt  of  the  rents,  or  by  sale  or  mort- 
gage thereof.  He  also  assigned  the  two  sums  of  2000^ 
and  2000^,  upon  trust  for  more  effectually  securing  the 
payment  of  the  annuities. 

2.  Other  annuities  were  secured  only  by  the  covenant 
of  Sir  John  Soger  Palmer  and  a  surety,  with  a  clause  of 
redemption  upon  payment  of  a  certain  sum,  and  all 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses. 

All  the  annuities  were  further  secured  by  warrants  of 
attorney  to  confess  judgment,  upon  which  judgments 
were  duly  entered  up. 

I  have  shortly  stated  the  history  of  the  property 
charged  with  these  annuities,  because  some  argument  at 
the  bar  was  addressed  to  that  point ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  the  question  to  be  decided  turns  at 
all  upon  the  circumstances  of  such  property.  The 
grantor  of  the  annufties,  either  jure  mariiif  as  to  part  of 
the  money,  or  from  having  paid  off,  out  of  his  own  funds, 
charges  which  the  rest  of  it  and  the  share  of  the  Mid-- 
dlesex  estates  were,  by  the  articles,  appropriated  to  pay, 
became  entitled  in  equity  to  the  whole ;  and  it  was  com- 
petent for  him,  either  to  have  the  property  included  in 
the  articles  applied  according  to  their  provisions,  or 
to  receive  it  himself,  so  far,  at  least,  as  he  was  owner  of 
the  fee  of  the  trust  estates ;  and  this  right  be  was  en« 

tided 
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titled  to  confer  upon  others.     The  grantees  of  the       16S8« 
aonuities,  therefore,  which  were  charged  upon  this  pro* 
perty,  were  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  remedies  as 
if  the  property  in  question  had  originally  belonged  to 
the  grantor. 

The  annuities  not  having  been  paid,  and  Sir  John 
Roger  Palmer  having  died,  intestate,  and  without  issue^ 
the  question  arose,  whether  the  annuities,  all  of  which 
had  become  vested  in  the  Plaintiff,  were  payable  without 
interest  upon  the  arrears.  By  the  bill,  which  was  filed  by 
the  assignee  of  the  annuitants,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  all 
other  the  creditors  of  Sir  Jokn  Roger  Palmer^  the  Plaintiff 
prayed  leave  to  enforce  the  securities  against  the  pro- 
perty charged,  and  to  be  admitted  as  a  specialty  creditor 
for  the  residue  of  the  debt,  although,  to  the  extent  of 
enforcing  the  securities  against  the  property  charged, 
the  interest  of  the  Plaintiff  was  directly  opposed  to  that 
of  the  other  creditors. 

The  decree  declared,  that  the  estates  and  property  of 
Lady  Palmer^  comprised  in  the  marriage  articles,  were 
to  be  considered  assets  of  the  intestate  Sir  Jokn  Roger 
Palmer  ;  and  that  the  Plaintiff,  in  respect  of  tlie  annui- 
ties specifically  charged,  was  to  be  considered  as  a  spe- 
cific incumbrancer  on  the  said  estates  and  property,  and 
was  entitled  to  priority  over  the  general  creditors  of  the 
intestate ;  and  that  the  surplus  of  such  fund  was  appli- 
cable to  the  payment  of  what  was  due  to  the  Plaintiff  in 
respect  of  the  other  annuities;  and  the  Master  was 
directed  to  take  an  account  of  what  was  due  to  the 
Plaintiff  in  respect  of  the  amount  of  the  annuities  so 
specifically  charged,  without  interest.  The  common 
directions  were  given  for  realizing  the  property  specifi- 
cally charged,  and  for  taking  the  accounts,  as  usual  in  a 
creditor's  suit.  The  Master  was  directed  to  take  an 
account  of  what  was  due  in  respect  of  the  annuities  not 

H  h  4  specifically 
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18d8.        specifically  chargedi  together  with  the  other  debts;  but 
no  special  directions  were  given  as  to  the  interest. 

A  separate  report  was  made  with  respect  to  the  moaey 
due  upon  the  annuities  specifically  charged,  which  re* 
port  was  confirmed ;  and  the  heir  at  law  of  Sir  John 
Roger  Palmer  having  presented  a  petition,  stating  that 
the  Plaintiff  had,  in  Ncwember  18SS  (a),  filed  a  bill  in 
Ireland^  as  a  judgment  creditor,  in  respect  of  the  same 
annuity  deeds,  to  obtain  payment  out  of  the  Irish  estates ; 
and  it  appearing  that  there  were  funds  in  Court  here  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  arrears  of  the  annuities  specifically 
charged,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  made  an  Order,  of 
the  3d  of  March  18S7,  directing  that,  upon  payment  of 
what  was  so  found  due,  releases  should  be  executed  of 
iBose  annuities,  and  satisfaction  entered  up  on  the  judg- 
ments in  England  and  Ireland  given  to  secure  them,  and 
that  the  Plaintiff  should  be  restrained  from  proceeding 
in  the  suit  in  Ireland  till  further  order.  (&) 

The  Plaintiff's  appeal  compliuns,  first,  of  so  much  of 
the  decree  as  directs  the  Master  to  take  an  account  of 
the  arrears  of  the  annuities  specifically  charged,  without 
interest;  secondly,  because  it  does  not  direct  the  Master 
to  calculate  interest  upon  the  annuities  not  specifically 
charged;  and,  thirdly,  it  complains  of  the  Order  of 
the  Sd  oi  March  18S7)  because  it  directs  the  Plaintiff  to 
execute  releases  of  the  annuities  specifically  charged,  and 
acknowledge  satisfaction  upon  the  judgments  given  to 
secure  them,  and  restrains  proceedings  in  the  suit  in 
Ireland. 

As  to  the  second  head  of  appeal,  it  is  to  be  observed, 

that  the  decree  directs  the  Master  to  take  an  account  of 

the 

(a)  The  bill  in  the  Ei^m        {b)  See  1  Keen^  579. 
suit  was  filed  in  Januanf  185 J. 
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the  debts  of  the  intestate,  and  of  what  is  due  in  respect  of 
the  annuities  not  specifically  charged,  and  to  calculate 
interest  upon  such  of  the  debts  as  carry  interest,  so 
that  the  question  of  interest  upon  the  annuities  would, 
it  should  seem,  properly  arise  upon  the  Master's  report; 
but,  as  the  annuities  specifically  charged  were  also  se- 
cured by  judgments,  the  question  how  far  the  judgments 
entitle  the  annuitants  to  interest  is  common  to  them  alK 


18S8. 


It  was  attempted  to  support  the  claim  to  interest  on 
the  ground  that  the  grantor  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  the  country,  and  by  his  own  conduct  prevented  the 
Plaintiff  from  obtaining  payment;  but  the  evidence  did 
not  make  out  such  a  case,  and  the  question  therefore  is, 
first,  whether  the  charge  upon  the  property  entitles 
the  annuitants  to  interest;  and,  secondly,  whether  the 
judgments  do  so. 

The  argument  upon  the  first  point  is  twofold ;  first, 
that  though  interest  upon  arrears  is  not  stipulated  for, 
in  terms,  by  the  annuity  deeds,  yet  there  are  provisions 
which  are  equivalent,  and  therefore  include  it ;  secondly, 
that  the  annuitant,  if  he  had  pursued  his  remedy  at  law, 
might  have  obtained  interest  upon  the  arrears,  and  that 
he  ought,  therefore,  to  be  allowed  interest  in  equity. 

The  first  ground  rests  entirely  upon  the  provision,  in 
the  clause  of  entry,  that  the  annuitant  shall  hold,  until 
not  only  the  arrears  of  the  annuity*  but  all  such  costs, 
losses,  charges,  damages,  and  expenses,  as  shall  be  oc~ 
casioned  by  the  nonpayment  of  the  annuity  at  the  days 
and  times  stipulated,  shall  have  been  paid ; —  and  upon 
some  similar  expressions  which  occur  in  the  proviso  for 
the  cesser  of  the  term.  These  provisions,  it  is  contended, 
amount  to  a  contract  for  interest.  If,  however,  the  parties 
bad  intended  to  contract  for  interest  upon  arrears,  it  would 
have  been  very  easy  for  them  to  do  so.  Damages  may,  no 

doubt, 


466  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1 8S8.  doubt,  be  an  equivalent  for  interest;  but  the  two  things  are 
not  only  not  the  same,  but  are  of  a  precisely  opposite 
nature.  Interest  contracted  for  is  due  under  the  con- 
tract, and  in  pursuance  of  it ;  but  damages  are  a  com- 
pensation for  a  breach  of  the  contract  It  is  impossible 
that  the  parties  could  have  intended  by  these  terms  to 
contract  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  arrears ;  and  a 
reference  to  other  parts  of  the  deed  puts  this  beyond  all 
doubt  The  power  of  distress  is  for  the  annuity,  and 
all  arrears  thereof,  as  in  the  case  of  a  rent,  to  the  intent 
to  satisfy  the  arrears,  and  all  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses to  be  occasioned  by  the  nonpayment  of  the  same. 
Next  comes  the  clause  of  entry,  in  which  the  word 
**  damages,"  coupled  as  it  is  with  the  words  '<  coats, 
charges,  and  expenses,"  must  be  construed  to  roeaa 
damages  incurred  by  or  incident  to  the  entry  and  hold- 
ing possession.  In  declaring  the  trusts  of  the  term,  the 
expression  is,  ^<  to  raise  the  arrears  of  the  annuity,  tc^- 
ther  with  all  such  damages,  costs,  charges,  and  expenses 
as  the  annuitant  shall  expend  or  be  put  unto  by  reason 
of  the  nonpayment  of  the  annuity."  In  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  clause,  the  expressions  are,  *^  costs,  charges, 
damages,  and  expenses  incurred,  suffered,  borne,  sus- 
tained, and  laid  out,  by  reason,  or  on  account,  of  the 
nonpayment  of  the  annuity."  If  it  had  been  intended 
to  stipulate  for  interest  upon  the  arrears,  or  for  an  equi- 
valent for  it,  that  would  have  formed  part  of  all  the 
trusts,  and  an  object  of  all  the  remedies ;  but,  with  re- 
spect to  the  4000/.,  the  trust  is  only  <<  to  secure  payment 
of  the  arrears,  and  all  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  in- 
curred or  sustained  by  reason  of  the  nonpayment." 
The  covenant  for  payment  is  only  for  the  annuity  sad 
the  arrears  thereof.  So,  it  is  provided  that,  upon  the 
death  of  the  grantor,  "  and  full  payment  of  all  arrears, 
and  of  all  such  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  as  afore- 
said," satisfaction  shall  be  entered  up  on  the  judgments  ; 
and,  in  the  clause  of  repurchase,  the  provision  is  for 

payment 
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payment  of  what  shall  be  due  **  on  account  of  the  an-        1838. 
nuity,   and  of  such   costs,  charges,  and   expenses   as     ^^^^^""^ 
aforesaid."    It  appears  to  me  clear  that  this  deed  does  v. 

not  contain  any  stipulation  for  interest  upon  arrears,  or 
for  any  equivalent  for  it ;  but  that  the  expression  relied 
upon  was  introduced  only  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  grantee  against  any  damages  or  losses  which  he 
might  sustain  in  enforcing  the  remedies,  and  not  from 
the  breach  of  the  contract  for  payment.  And  that  the 
grantee  of  one  of  the  annuities  so  understood  it  appears 
certain  from  the  language  of  the  assignment  to  the 
present  Plaintiff,  in  which,  though  the  annuity  was  nearly 
seveii  years  in  arrear,he  assigns  merely  the  arrears  and  the 
secarities  for  the  same,  without  any  mention  of  interest 

If,  upon  tlie  second  part  of  the  argument,  namely, 
that,  if  the  annuitant  had  pursued  his  remedy  at  law,  he 
might  have  obtained  interest,  and  that  he  ought  there- 
fore to  be  allowed  it  in  equity,  it  be  meant  that  the 
deed  gave  him  at  law  a  right  to  interest,  that  is  answered 
by  the  observations  I  have  made  upon  the  deed  itself. 
But  if  it  be  meant  that,  if  the  annuitant  or  his  trustee 
bad  obtained  possession  under  the  powers  in  the  deed, 
this  Court  would  not  have  relieved  the  grantor  against 
such  possession  without  payment  of  interest  upon  the 
arrears,  that  argument  is  answered  by  the  fact,  that 
the  grantor,  or  those  who  derive  title  through  him,  are 
not  in  this  suit  seeking  any  such  relief;  that  the  grantee 
never  did  avail  himself  of  his  legal  remedies,  but  is  now 
applying  to  this  Court  for  relief;  and  the  authorities 
shew  that  in  such  a  case  this  Court  does  not  give 
interest  upon  arrears  of  annuities. 

Upon  this  subject  Robinson  v.  Cummtng  (a)  is  pre- 
cisely in  point.     That  was  the  grant  of  an  annuity  to  a 

stranger, 

(a)  2  Atis.  409. 
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1838.  stranger,  who  had  by  his  deed  a  right  to  enter,  and  to 
hold  till  all  arrears,  costs,  and  damages,  were  satisfied. 
Lord  Hardwickej  however,  held  that  he  was  not  entitled 
to  interest,  and  said  that  there  was  no  instance  in  which 
the  Court  had  allowed  interest  upon  the  arrears  of  such 
an  annuity,  although,  if  the  annuitant  had  entered  and 
been  in  possession  of  the  estate,  the  Court  would  not 
have  obliged  him  to  quit  possession,  unless  the  grantor 
had  agreed  to  allow  him  interest  on  the  arrears  of  the 
annuity. 

In  Newman  y.  Aiding  {a)  Lord  Hardwieke  allowed 
interest,  but  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  a  wife ;  and  in  Tew  y.  Earl  qf  Winiaion  (&),  in 
which  that  case  was  cited,  Lord  ThurUm  did  not  seem 
disposed  to  follow  it,  but  fully  confirmed  the  general 
rule,  as  did  Lord  Rosslyn^  shortly  afterwards,  in  Creuze  v. 
Hunter,  (c)  No  subsequent  case  has  been  cited  in  any 
respect  breaking  in  upon  the  general  rule.  The 
observations  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  upon  Gay 
V.  Cox  (d)  and  Power  v.  Bennis{e\  in  Ridgeway^  dispose 
satisfactorily  of  those  two  cases ;  and,  being  of  opinion 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  deed  to  support  the  claim, 
I  must  necessarily  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  upon 
this  first  head,  namely,  the  right  of  the  annuitant,  inde- 
pendently of  the  judgment,  he  is  not  entitled  to  interest 
upon  the  arrears ;  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  upon  that  point  is  correct. 

The  second  ground  upon  which  interest  is  claimed  is, 
that  there  are  judgments  in  a  penal  sum,  given  to  secure 
the  annuities ;  and  that  the  annuitant,  if  he  had  pro- 
ceeded upon  the   judgments,    might  have  recovered 

interest 

(a)  5  Atk.  570.  {d)  1  Bidge.  1  S3. 

\b)  1  Frf.jun.451.  (e)  SiZif^.  836« 

(c)  sr«f.jun.l57.     . 
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interest  in  the  shape  of  damages.  Now  it  is  in  the  first  18S8. 
place  to  be  observed,  that  by  the  annuity  deed  satisfaction 
is  to  be  entered  up  on  the  judgments  on  payment  of  the 
arrears,  ^*and  all  such  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  as 
aforesaid ; "  and  that  it  is  not  the  party  liable  to  the  judg- 
ment, but  the  annuitant,  who  is  applying  to  this  Court. 
The  judgment  is  not  given  for  a  debt  due,  but  to  secure 
the  performance  of  the  contract;  and  the  annuitant 
never  used  that  remedy  for  that  purpose.  He  has 
preferred  this  Court ;  and  must,  therefore,  rest  satisfied 
with  that  which  the  practice  of  this  Court  will 
give.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  general  rule  in  this 
Court  is  not  to  allow  interest  upon  judgments,  in  ad- 
ministering assets.  From  Deschamps  v.  Vanneck  {a) 
to  Gaunt  v.  Tctylor  (&),  no  doubt  appears  to  have  existed 
upon  this  point;  and  yet,  in  all  cases  of  judgments, 
actions  might  have  been  brought  upon  them,  in  which 
damages  in  the  nature  of  interest  might  possibly  have 
been  recovered.  In  Bedford  v.  Coke  {c)  the  annuitant 
liad  a  judgment ;  but  Lord  Hardwicke  refused  to  give 
interest. 

In  this  case  the  creditor  has  failed  in  his  attempt 
to  prove  that  he  has  been  delayed  by  the  absence 
or  conduct  of  the  debtor:  the  Court  has  not  in- 
terfered with  his  legal  right ;  and  the  original  debt  did 
Bot  bear  interest.  Under  such  circumstances,  there  is 
no  authority  for  allowing  interest  upon  the  judgment. 
In  Morgan  v.  Evans  {d)  the  House  of  Lords,  reversing 
a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  allowed  interest 
upon  a  jadgment :  but  in  that  case  the  original  debt 
carried  interest ;  and  the  Court  deprived  the  creditor  of 
the  possession  of  the  estate.    The  case  of  Ogilvie  v« 

Foley 

{a)  2  Ves,  jun.  716.  (c)  T  Dick.  1 78. 

\b)  5  Miflne  4-  AV«,  50i.  ((/)  8  BUgh,  777.  ^.  S. 
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1838.       Fcley  [a)  seems  to  shew  that  the  annuitant  could  not 

^^^^     have  recovered  interest  by  way  of  damages  upon  his 

9.  judgment  in  this  case;  although  that  is  not  the  ground 

YcssTxs.    ^p^jj  which  my  decision  proceeds.    I  am  therefore  of 

opinion,  that  the  judgments  do  not  entitle  the  Plaintiff 

to  interest ;  and  this  disposes  of  all  those  annuities  not 

charged  upon  the  estates. 

It  was  then  said  that  the  money  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  arrears  of  these  annuities  had  been  in 
Court,  and  productive;  that  it  was  the  PlaintiflF'sfiind; 
and  that,  consequently,  he  was  entitled  to  what  it  hsd 
produced.  This  claim,  however,  was  answered,  and  I 
think  satisfactorily,  by  the  fact  that  the  money  wss  not 
paid  into  Court  in  the  suit  of  the  annuitant,  or  upon  his 
application ;  and  cannot  therefore,  in  any  way,  be  ccm- 
sidered  as  his  fund. 

This  disposes  of  the  appeal  against  the  decree. 
There  remains  to  be  considered  the  Order  of  the  8d  of 
March  1837,  of  which  the  Plaintiff  complains  in  so  far  as 
it  orders  him  to  execute  releases  and  re-assignments  of 
the  annuities  specifically  charged,  and  to  enter  up  satis- 
faction upon  the  judgments  in  England  and  in  Ireland 
given  to  secure  them,  and  restrains  him  from  prosecuting 
his  suit  in  Ireland. 

The  order  proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  the  total 
amount  of  what  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  in  respect  of 
these  annuities  and  the  incidental  charges  had  been 
ascertained,  and  funds  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  amount;  and  it  is  only  upon  payment  of  all  that  has 
been  so  found  due  that  the  Plaintiff  is  to  comply  with 
these  directions.     The  Plaintiff  comes  into  equity  to 

obtain 

(a)  s  Slacktt  11  n. ;  and  see  2  Tidd,  1 185.  9th  ed. 
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obtain  payment  of  a  demand.     He  receives  all  that  the        1898. 

Court  adjudges  him  to  be  entitled  to ;  dnd  it  is  quite  of    ^"^^^^^ 

.       ,  .  .  ,  J        ,  Booth 

course  to  require  him  to  give  up  and  surrender  the  v. 

securities  which  he  held  for  such  demand.     Whether    Leycksteb. 

he  would  or  would  not  have  got  more  if  he  had  at  first 

proceeded  in  Ireland  is  immaterial.     This  Court,  to 

which  he  thought  it  expedient  to  apply,  decides  that 

what  he  is  directed  to  receive  is  the  whole  to  which  he  is 

entitled,  and  will  not,  therefore,  permit  him  to  retain,  fof 

the  puipose  of  using  elsewhere,  securities  upon  which,  ' 

according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  nothing  remains 

due.     As  to  this,  Rigln/  v.  M^Namara  (a)  is  in  point. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  in  my  opinion  the 
judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  is  right  in  all  its 
parts,  and  that  tlie  appeal  must  be  dismissed  with 
costs.  (6) 

(a)  S  Car,  415.  judgments,  the  act  1  &  2  Ftc/. 

(6)  See  now,  as  to  interest  on     tf.  Uo.  s,  17. 


In  the  Matter  of  the  4  G.  4.  c.  76.  May  24.  25. 

Ex  parte  L  C,  an  Infant. 

nnHIS  *  was  a  petition  presented  under  the  4  G.  4.  The  provision 
-■-    c.  76.,  on  the  part  of  a  female  infant  of  the  age  of  ["^J^^  ;^^^^;„ 
eighteen  years,  stating  that  she  had  received  eligible  of  the  Mar- 
proposals  of  marriage,  but  that  her  father,  unreasonably  (4  (j.4.  ^.76.) 

or  from  undue  motives,  refused  his  consent,  and  praying  ^p^  "^^  »P- 

•^     ^^   ply  to  the  case 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  make  a  judicial  de-  of  a  father 

claration  that  the  proposed  marriage  was  proper,  with  a  jfe°g|jas^^or"'^ 
view  to  its  being  forthwith  solemnised.  unreasonably* 

Mr.  withholds  his 
consent,  i)ut 
only  to  a  case  in  which  he  is  non  compot  mentis. 
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18SS.  Mr.  fVigram  and  Mr.  Stuart^  for  the  petition. 

The  question  turns  solely  upon  the  construction  of 
the  marriage  act,  xhe  4  G.  4.  c.  76.     The  sixteenth 
section  of  that  statute  requires  the  consent  of  the  father, 
if  living,  to  the  marriage  of  any  party  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age^  such  party  not  being  a  widower  or  widow: 
and  in  case  this  provision  is  violated,  the  father,  by  the 
twenty-third  section,  is  empowered  to  sue  for  a  forfeiture 
of  all  the  estate  and  interest,,  in  any  property,  which  has 
accrued  or  shall  accrue  to  the  offending  party  by  force 
of  such  marriage,  without  the  required  consent.    The 
seventeenth  section  enacts,  that  "in  case  the  father  or 
&thers  of  the  parties  to  be  married,  or  of  one  of  them 
so  under  age  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  non  compos  merUiSi 
or  the  guardian  or  guardians,  mother  or  mothers,  or 
any  of  them,  whose  consent  is  made  necessary  as  afore- 
said  to  the  marriage  of  such  party  or  parties,  shall  be 
non  compos  mentis^  or  in  parts  beyond  the  seas,  or  shall 
unreasonably  or  from  undue  motives  refuse  or  withhold 
his,  her,  or  theiir  consent  to  a  proper  marriage,  then  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person   desirous  of 
marrying,  in  any  of  the  before  mentioned  cases,  to  apply 
by  petition  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Grtai 
Britain^  for  the  time  being.  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or 
Vice-Chancellor  of  England^  who  is  and  are  respectively 
hereby  empowered  to  proceed  upon  such  petition  in  a 
summary  way ;  and  in  case  the  marriage  proposed  shall, 
upon  examination,  appear  to  be  proper,  the  said  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Lords  Commisssioners  of 
the  Great  Seal,  for  the  time  being,  Master  of  the  RoUsy 
or  Vice-Chancellor,  shall  judicially  declare  the  same  to 
be  so;  and  such  judicial  declaration  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  as  good  and  effectual,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  the  father,  guardian  or  guardians,  or 

noother 
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mother  of  the  person  so  petitioning  had  consented  to        1838. 
such  marriage." 

It  is  submitted  that,  under  this  clause,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor is  authorised  to  substitute  his  judgment  for  that 
of  the  father,  where  the  latter  unreasonably,  or  from 
undue  motives,  withholds  his  consent,  the  father  being, 
according  to  the  language  of  the  section,  one  of  those 
'*  whose  consent  is  made  necessary  as  aforesaid  to  the 
marriage  of  such  party.''  The  Lord  Chancellor  has, 
therefore,  jurisdiction  to  entertain  the  matter  and  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  marriage,  and  an 
inquiry  is  all  that  this  petition  asks  in  the  first  instance. 
No  reason  can  be  suggested  why  a  father  who  wantonly 
refuses  his  consent  should  be  in  a  different  situation  from 
any  other  guardian.  The  Vice-Chancellor  made  a  simi- 
lar order  some  time  ago  in  Ex  parte  Cooper  (a),  the  case 
of  a  young  lady  under  age,  whose  father  was  then  re- 
siding mlndia^  and  not  likely  to  return  to  England. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  words  ^'any  of  them  whose  consent,"  &c.,  referred 
to  the  persons  named  in  the  immediately  preceding 
member  of  the  sentence,  viz.  <^the  guardian  or  guar- 
dians, mother  or  mothers:"  and  that  the  discre- 
tionary power  of  consent  vested  in  the  Judges  of  this 
Court,  in  case  the  consent  should  be  withheld  unrea- 
sonably, or  from  undue  motives,  applied  exclusively  to 
the  case  of  such  guardian  or  mother  so  acting.  As, 
.however,  the  point  had  been  under  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
consideration,  he  should  take  an  opportunity  of  con- 
ferring with  His  Honor  upon  it. 


The 

(a)  19th  AuffUi  1834. 

Vol,  in.  li 
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1838.  The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  bad  seen  the  Vioe- 

Chancellor  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  to  be  pnt 
on  the  Marriage  Act  in  this  case.    They  had  looked  at 

J^ay  26.  the  act  together;  and  they  were  clearly  of  opinion  that 
its  proYisioDS  did  not  extend  to  the  case  of  a  father  be- 
yond seas,  or  unreasonably  withholding  his  consent,  but 
solely  to  the  case  of  a  father  who  was  non  compos.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  order  in  Ex  parte  Cooper 
would  not  have  been  mad^  if  the  act  had  been  properly 
brought  under  his  Honor?  attention  at  the  time.  The 
date  of  the  order,  being  the  19th  of  August^  afforded  a 
very  sufficient  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  order  was  obtained. 


ilftfy  86. 


Upon  the 
taxation  of 
costs,  even 
as  between 
solicitor  and 
client,  the 
rule  is  to 
allow  only 
two  counsel, 
or,  under 
special  cir- 
cumstancesy 
three. 


DOWNING  COLLEGE  Case. 

ON  the  dismissal  of  the  petition  in  this  matter  (a), 
the  costs  of  all  parties,  taxed  as  between  solicitor 
and  client,  were  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  College,  as  in  the  Queev^s  College  case,  {b)  The 
Master,  in  taxing  the  costs,  allowed  the  fees  of  the  three 
Queen's  counsel  who  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  petition, 
but  he  disallowed  those  of  the  two  other  counsel  on  the 
same  side,  who  were  gentlemen  behind  the  bar. 

Mr.  Knight  Bruce  appeared  in  support  of  a  petition 
praying  that  the  Master  might  review  his  taxation  on 
that  point.  The  assistance  of  the  junior  counsel,  he  sub- 
mitted, had  been  of  essential  service  in  the  conduct  of  the 
argument    He  was  unable  to  refer  to  any  case  in  which 

the 
(a)  See  2  Mylne  4-  Crag,  642.  {b)  See  Jac,  p.  At. 


Case. 
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the  fees  of  more  than  three  counsel  on  a  side  had  been        1838. 

allowed  on  taxation;  but  as  three  counsel  within  the     ^I^*^^^"^^ 

Downing 

bar  were  retained  in  support  of  the  petition,  whose  fees       College 
had  all  been  allowed,  it  seemed  that  one  of  them  might 
have  been  more  properly  struck  off  than  the  two  juniors. 

The  Lord  Chanceixor  inquired  what  number  of 
counsel  on  the  other  side  the  Master  had  allowed. 

Mr.  Knight  Bruce  said  that  three  were  allowed,  all  of 
whom  were  counsel  within  the  bar. 

2^  Lord  Chancellor  was  of  opinion  that  the  Master 
had  come  to  a  proper  conclusion.  A  suitor  might  employ 
as  many  counsel  as  he  pleased ;  but  when  the  costs  were 
ordered  to  be  taxed,  although  as  between  solicitor  and 
client,  the  rule  was  to  allow  only  two  counsel,  or  three, 
under  special  circumstances. 


FOLEY  V.  HILL.  June  12, 23. 

THE  bill,  which  was  filed  in  January  1838,  stated,  in  Where  a  bill 

!•!  t      r    ^     »i  1  charge*  mat- 

substance,  that,  m  the  month  of  Apnl  1829,  the  ten  which. 

Defendants    carried   on  business   in   copartnership  as  if  true,  would 

*^  destroy  sn  an- 

bankers,  at  Stourbridge^  and  that,  on  the  .11th  of  Ajn^l  tidpated  legal 

in  that  year,  the  Plaintiff  opened  a  banking  account  ^^^j^jj^^hat 

with  them,  by  causing  a  sum  of  6117/.  IO5.  to  be  paid  bar,  will  be 

into  their  bank  on  his  account,  for  which  the  Defend-  Jl^f^it  is  - 

ants  gave  him  their  accountable  receipt:  that  divers  supported  by 

sums  continued  from  time  to  time  to  be  paid,  and  divers  which  fully 

cheques  to  be  drawn  by  the  Plaintiff  and  his  agents  on  ^^tives 

such  account,  during  the  successive  years  1831,  1832, 

I  i  2  1833, 
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1838.  1888,  and  1884,  which  sums  and  cheques  were  duly 
entered  and  noted  in  the  Defendants'  banking  books, 
and  to  the  Plaintiff's  account:  that  interest  accrued  on 
the  balances  from  time  to  time  due  on  such  account^  and 
was  duly  entered  or  credited  to  the  Plaintiff  in  the  said 
account;  and  that,  during  the  whole  of  the  aforesaid 
period,  a  very  large  sum  was  due  to  the  Plaintiff  on  the 
balance  of  such  account  It  then  alleged,  that  the 
Plaintiff  being  desirous  to  close  his  account  with  the 
Defendants,  made  applications  to  them  to  render  a  state- 
ment of  their  receipts  and  payments  on  his  account,  and 
of  the  interest  accruing  on  the  balance ;  but  that  they 
refused,  under  the  pretence  that  no  entries  had  been 
made  to  or  on  account  of  the  Plaintiff's  account  within 
six  years  then  last  past,  and  that  no  written  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  existence  of  any  such  account,  and  no 
written  promise  to  pay  the  balance  thereof,  had  been 
signed  by  the  Defendants,  or  any  member  of  their  firm, 
since  the  accountable  receipt  of  April  1 829,  and  that 
the  claim  was  barred  by  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 

The  biU  then  contained  a  variety  of  special  charges, 
all  tending  to  shew  that  the  Defendants  had,  by  their 
own  acts,  and  by  entries  and  statements,  made  within 
the  six  years,  and  down  to  a  very  recent  period,  in  their 
partnership  books  and  accounts,  and  balance  sheets, 
treated  and  admitted  the  Plaintiff's  claim  as  a  subsisting 
debt  due  from  them  to  him.  The  bill  further  charged, 
that  various  letters  and  written  communications  had 
within  the  six  years,  passed  between  the  Defendants  and 
their  solicitori  and  other  persons,  relative  to  the  matters 
mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  wherein  the  existence  of  the 
Plaintiff's  claim  as  a  subsisting  debt  was  stated  or  ad- 
mitted ;  and  that,  in  the  banking  books  and  balance  sheets 
of  the  firm,  there  were  various  entries  and  memoranda 
referring  to  or  including  the  sum  of  6117/.  lOs.,  and  the 

other 
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other  monies  received  on  the  Plaintiff's  account,  or  the  1838. 
balance  due  in  respect  of  such  account,  and  that  by  such 
entries  and  memoranda  the  truth  of  the  matters  therein 
stated  and  charged  would  appear.  The  bill  also  contained 
the  usual  charge  as  to  the  possession  of  books,  accounts, 
papers,  vouchers,  Sec,  and  called  upon  the  Defendants 
to  set  out,  in  a  schedule,  a  true  and  correct  list  of  them. 

The  bill  prayed  an   account  and  payment  of  the 
balance  due  upon  the  PlaintifP's  banking  account 

To  this  bill  two  of  the  Defendants  put  in  a  joint  and 
several  plea  and  answer,  whereby  to  all  the  discovery  and 
relief  sought  by  the  bill,  — mother  than  such  parts  of  it 
as  sought  a  discovery  by  means  of  the  interrogatories 
founded  on  the  allegations  and  charges  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that  the  Defendants  had,  within 
six  years,  admitted  or  treated  the  demand  as  a  subsist- 
ing debt  (which  excepted  parts  were  specifically  set 
out)  —  the  Defendants  pleaded  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions. They  then  went  on,  by  answer,  to  deny,  seri" 
atinij  a  considerable  portion  of  the  special  charges  with 
respect  to  the  alleged  transactions  as  amongst  them- 
selves, and  between  themselves  and  other  persons,  on 
behalf  of  the  Plaintiff,  relative  to  his  claims,  within  the 
six  years  last  past :  but  they  did  not  fully  answer  the 
charges  upon  that  point,  and  in  particular  they  omitted 
'  to  make  any  answer  to  the  charges  relating  to  entries 
in  the  partnership  books  and  balance  sheets,  to  admis- 
sions or  statements  in  communications  with  other  per- 
sons, and  to  the  possession  of  books  and  papers  touching 
the  matters  in  question  in  the  cause. 

This  plea  was  set  down,  and  came  on  for  argument 

before  the  Vice-Chancellor,  on  the  5th  of  May  1838, 

when  his  Honor,  on  the  ground  that  the  Defendants 

lis  had 
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18S8*  had  not  fiiUy  answered  such  parts  of  the  bill  as  were 
excepted  from  the  plea,  and  as  they  purported  to  answer, 
made  an  order  over-ruling  the  plea.  The  Defendants 
now  a{^)ealed  against  that  order. 

The  Solictiar^General  and  Mr.  Armstrongs  in  support 
of  the  appeal. 

The  alleged  insufficiency  in  the  Defendants'  answer 
consists  principally  in  this,  that  they  do  not  thereby 
deny  that  they  have  written  letters  within  six  years 
acknowledging  the  Plaintiff's  debt,  or  that  they  have  in 
their  custody  or  power  documents,  papers,  and  accounts 
relating  to  the  matters  in  question,  and  by  which  the 
truth  of  the  charges  in  the  bill  would  appear.  But 
what  we  contend  is  that,  upon  the  argument  of  the  plea 
(and  here  the  case  comes  before  the  Court  simply  upon 
the  plea),  the  Court  has  no  right  to  look  at  all  into  the 
answer,  for  the  purpose  of  judging  whether  it  is  suffi- 
cient or  not.  Our  plea  is  a  perfecdy  good  plea  if  it  be 
true;  but  when  a  party  has  set  down  a  plea  to  be 
argued,  the  sole  question  is  whether,  assuming  it  to  be 
true,  it  is  a  valid  defence  to  the  demand.  In  a  plea,  two 
matters  are  to  be  considered;  firs.t,  its  validity  as  a 
defence,  if  true ;  and,  secondly,  its  truth.  The  former  is 
purely  a  question  of  law,  the  latter,  of  fact ;  and  with  a 
Tiew  to  the  trial  of  the  latter,  the  Plaintiff,  by  excepting 
to  the  answer,  may  obtain  the  further  discovery  which 
he  requires. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  understand  your  proposition  to  be  that  the  plea 
Would  be  good,  although  there  was  no  answer  to  sup- 
port it  Suppose  a  plea  of  purchase  for  valuable  con- 
sideration without  notice,  to  a  bill  which  charged  par- 
ticular acts  equivalent  to  or  inferring  notice,'  would  it 
not  be  necessary  to  deny  those  charges  by  the  answer  ? 

The 
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The  Solicitor-GeneraL  1 838. 

The  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  except  to  the  answer,  and 
so  may  get  a  full  discovery.  This  answer  I  admit  is 
open  to  exception.  The  Vice-Chancellor's  judgment 
went  upon  the  ground,  that  there  were  particular 
charges  in  the  bill,  which  were  excepted  from  the  plea 
for  the  purpose  of  being  answered,  and  were  not  pleaded 
to,  and  which,  nevertheless,  were  not  fiiUy  answered.  But 
if  his  Honor's  decision  be  correct,  where  is  the  line  to  be 
drawn  ?  The  only  possible  object  of  such  an  answer  is 
to  prove  the  truth  or  untruth  of  the  plea.  The  bill 
states  certain  facts,  shewing  that  the  matter  of  the  plea 
does  not  exist.  As  to  those  facts,  the  Plaintiff  has  a 
right  to  call  for  an  answer;  but  such  answer  is  not  to  be 
looked  at  ibr  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  the  plea  is 
or  is  not  a  good  plea  in  law,  although  it  may  conclusively 
establish  that  the  plea  is  untrue  in  fact.  No  case  exactly 
involves  or  decides  this  point.  The  question,  however, 
is  glanced  at  incidentally  in  an  anonymous  case  in  At- 
ijfns  (a),  a  case  referred  to  by  Lord  Bedesdale  {b)  in  the 
passage  of  his  IVeaiise  on  Pleading  where  his  Lordship 
considers  the  subject.  The  conclusion  at  which  his  Lord- 
ship arrives  (c),  however,  is  not  reconcilable  with  prin- 
ciple, and  seems  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  Lord  Eldon  in  Bayley  v.  Adams,  {d)  The  cases 
of  Pope  V.  Bish  {e)  and  Edmundson  v.  Hartlqf  (g)  can- 
not be  law. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

If  facts  which,  if  true,  would  destroy  the  plea  are  left 
untouched  by  the  answer,  I  certdnly  never  have  sup- 
posed they  could  be  safely  so  left.    What  you  neither 

plead 

(a)  S  Atk.  70.  (</)  6  V€S.  586. 

(h)  p.  271. 4tb  ed.  (e)  1  Anst,  97. 

(c)  See  pp.  256.  898.     '  [g)  1  AnH.  59. 
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18S8.  plead  to  nor  answer,  you  admit  So  that  what  the 
Court  would  be  doing  would  be  to  say,  here  is  a  very 
good  defence,  and  here,  at  the  same  time,  is  a  fiict  ad- 
mitted which  destroys  it  as  a  defence. 

The  SoUcitor^GeneraU 

The  principle  seems  to  resolve  itself  into  this,  that 
what  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to,  he  is  entitled  to  in  the 
shape  of  discovery,  to  enable  him  to  rebut  the  truth 
oT  the  plea,  when  that  comes  to  be  controverted ;  but 
that,  as  the  truth  of  the  plea  cannot  possibly  come 
in  question  upon  the  argument  as  to  its  validity,  the 
Court,  in  this  stage,  has  no  right  to  inquire  into  the 
sufficiency  of  the  discovery.  This  is  the  view  which 
seems  to  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Wigram  in  his  ^  Points 
in  the  Lcew  ofDiscaoery**  (a)  Sanders  v.  King  (&),  Thring 
V.  Edgar  {c)^  Cork  v.  WikocJc  {d)^  McGregor  v.  East 
India  Company  {e\  Lord  Portarlington  v.  Soulby.  (g) 

TheLiORD  Chancellor* 

The  bill  in  this  case  is  founded  upon  the  principle  of 
anticipating  a  legal  bar  in  the  shape  of  a  plea  of  the 
statute  of  limitations;  and,  with  that  view,  it  introduces, 
in  the  usual  way,  a  charge,  which,  if  true,  would  remove 
the  bar,  by  preventing  the  operation  of  the  statute. 
That  is  the  neat  statement  of  the  point,  and  it  cer- 
tainly raises  a  question  applicable,  not  only  to  the 
statute  of  limitations,  but  to  every  case  where  a 
charge  is  to  be  found  in  a  bill,  which,  if  true,  would 
remove  an  expected  legal  bar.  The  Defendants  plead 
the  legal  bar.  No  objection  is  taken  to  the  averments  of 
the  plea ;  but  the  objection  is  that  the  allegation,  which, 

if 

(a)  Page  185.  (d)  S  Mad.  528» 

(6)  6  Mad,  61.  {e)  9  Sim,  45«. 

(c)  S  Sm.  ^  Siu.  274.  (g)  6  Sim.  5S6. 
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if  true,  meets  the  bar,  and  is  very  properly  excluded  ^  18S8. 
from  the  plea,  is  not  answered.  The  answer  does  not, 
in  terms,  negative  that  allegation ;  and  the  argument  is 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Court  must  adjudi- 
cate upon  the  plea,  and  that  the  question  whether  that 
allegation  be  or  be  not  true,  although  a  material  part  of 
the  case  in  order  to  try  the  truth  of  the  plea,  is  not  a 
material  circumstance  upon  the  argument  of  the  plea ; 
in  other  words,  that  the  Court  would  be  bound  to  allow 
the  plea,  though  there  was  no  statement  in  the  answer 
to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  allegation  in  the  bill,  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  meeting  and  displacing  the 
anticipated  bar. 

Now,  independently  of  authority,  and  having  been 
occasionally  engaged  in  cases  of  this  sort  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  I  have  always  considered  it  to  be  one  of 
the  best  established  principles  of  pleading  that  this 
could  not  be  done.  I  have  always  understood  that 
where  a  bill  contained  an  allegation  which  would  meet 
the  legal  bar,  the  Defendant  could  not  plead  the  legal 
bar  without  negativing  that  allegation.  That  applies  to 
all  cases  of  this  kind  —  to  pleas  of  the  statute  of  limit- 
ations, pleas  of  fraud,  and  so  forth.  Lord  Redesdale 
lays  down  the  rule  very  clearly.  Lord  Eldon  not  only 
lays  it  down,  but  rests  his  decision  upon  it  in  Bayhy  v. 
Adams  {a) ;  for  the  result  of  that  case  was,  as  appears 
from  the  marginal  note  and  his  Lordship's  judgment, 
that  the  charges  in  the  bill  were  not  sufficiently  an- 
swered, and  the  question  was  whether,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, the  plea  was  or  was  not  to  be  allowed. 

It  was  argued  that,  if  the  charge  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  plea  has  not  been  sufficiently 

answered, 

{a)  6  Ves.  58^. 
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18S8.       answered,  the  proper  course  is  to  take  esceptions   to 
the  answer.     That,  however,  b  not  so.    The  Plaintiff 
cannot  except  to  the  answer  until  after  the  argument 
on  the  validity  of  the  plea;  for,  by  excepting  to  the 
answer,  he  would  admit  the  validity  of  the  plea,  (a) 
The  reason  of  the  rule  is  not  very  material ;  for  we  find 
it  not  only  laid  down  by  Lord  Redesdale  and  Lord 
EldoHj  but  received  as  the  universal  rule  in  practice. 
The  whole  machinery  of  pleading  in  equity  is  somewhat 
cumbrous,  and  not  quite  well  reduced  to  principle.    At 
the  same  time  we  must  recollect  that  the  Plaintiff,  by 
the  mode  of  pleading  he  has  adopted,  furnishes  himself 
with  a  special  replication  in  the  bill,  if  he  anticipates 
the  defence  by  introducing  a  charge  which  would  meet 
it.     If  the  Defendant  had  pleaded  the  statute,  the 
Plaintiff,  according  to  the  old  practice,  would  reply  the 
matter  here  stated  by  way  of  charge.    That  would  be  a 
special  replication,  a  course  which  is  not  now  permitted; 
but  the  Plaintiff  does  that  which  is  equivalent  to  it  by 
framing  his  bill  in  the  manner  he  has  adopted  here.    Now 
the  Defendant  cannot  plead  to  the  whole  of  such  a  bill 
as  that ;  for  the  legal  bar  is  not  the  only  question  to  be 
tried.     There  are  two  questions ;  first,  whether  the  legal 
bar  would  apply ;  and  secondly,  if  it  would,  whether  it 
is  not  defeated  by  the  circumstances  charged  in  the  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  it.     Then  the  Defendant 
puts  in  the  plea,  pleading  his  legal  bar ;  and  takes  issue 
on  that  matter  which  is  to  deprive  the  legal  bar  of  its 
effect.     The  Court  requires  that  he  should  meet  that 
allegation  in  the  bill,  which,  if  true,  would  shew  that 
the  bar  ought  not  to  prevail ;  otherwise  the  Court  would 
be  deciding  upon  the  legal  bar  without  the  advantage  of 
the  Plaintiff's  oath  as  to  whether  there  was  not  some- 
thing in  the  case  which  would  make   that  legal  bar 

inoperative. 
(o)  iZerf.  P/.  31 7.4th  ed. 


Hill* 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY,  48S 

moperative.     The  Court,  therefore,  requires  that  the        1888. 

Defendant  should,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  his  oath,     ^"^y^ 

Foley 
pledge  himself  to  the  denial   of  that  which,  if  true,  «. 

would  defeat  the  legal  bar.     These  Defendants  have 

pleaded  the  legal  bar ;  but  they  have  left  quite  untouched 

the  charges  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  that 

bar.     It  is  a  question  which  all  authorities,  and  the  uni* 

versal  practice  of  the  profession,  have  determined ;  and 

I  have  no  doubt,  without  hearing  the  counsel  for  the 

Plaintiff  that  the  Vice-Chancellor's  decision  was  right 

T^e  Lord  Chancellor  then  said,  in  reply  to  an 
application  by  the  Solicttor^General  for  leave  to  amend 
the  answer,  that  he  could  not  grant  such  leave;  for 
it  would  be  giving  leave  to  put  in  a  further  answer,  and 
would  be,  in  effect,  allowing  the  plea. 

The  Sclieitor^General  then  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  plea  and  answer. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  have  always  refused  to  permit  a  party  to  withdraw 
an  answer.  What  is  once  on  the  record  must  always 
remain  there.  Where  a  mere  slip  has  been  made,  I  am 
anxious  to  relieve  the  party  if  I  can  :  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  must  adhere  to  the  rules  of  pleading.  If  you 
could  effect  your  object  by  amending  the  plea,  I  might 
be  disposed  to  permit  you  to  do  so;  but  I  cannot  do 
what  you  wish,  for  the  reason  I  have  stated. 


Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  G.  L,  Russell  were  counsel  for 
the  Plaintiffs 
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Nov.  14.      The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  v.  The  Bailiffi  and 
Burgesses  of  EAST  RETFORD. 


Where  a  de- 
cree 


re  a  de-  riiHIS  case  is  reported  upon  the  heariDg  at  the  RoUsy 

claredthata  on  further  directions,  in  the  second  volume  of 
lUWeuJ  m^e  ^®^^**  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^'^  lUports,  p.  35.,  where  the 

good  the  loss  judgment  is  given  from  Sir  John  Leach's  own  note. 
occasioned  by 
a  breach  of 

trust,  the  The  order  then  made,  after  declaring  that  the  De- 

specifically       fendants,  the  Corporation  of  Easi  Retfordy  were  liable 

charge  the  to  make  good  the  value  of  the  charity  lands  alien- 
loss  upon  the         1.1.,  ^ 11-. 

general  cor-      &ted  by  them  m  the  year  1656,  and  directmg  an  in- 

P°J*'®  PJ^^  quiry  as  to  the  present  value  of  such  lands,  went  on 
will  leave  the  to  order  (among  other  things),  that  the  Master  should 
enforceWs  inquire  and  state  to  the  Court  of  what  property,  real  or 
remedy  by  the  personal,  the  corporation  were  seised  or  possessed  on 
a^rLr^cor.  ^^^  7th  of  July  1821,  the  day  of  filing  the  information; 
poration.  and  whether  such   property,   or   any  and  what  part 

therefore'         thereof,  was  subject  to  any  and  what  trust;  and  whe* 
contained  in     ^y^^^  ^y  ^^^  ^y^^^  ^^^^  thereof  had  been  sold  or  in- 
such  a  decree,  jr. 
directing  in-      cumbered,   and   for  what  considerations,  or  to  what 

?he"orpo^^^      amount,  since  the  filing  of  the  information;    and  the 

property  and    Master  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  state  circumstances  spe- 

trusuto which  cially  as  to   the  last-mentioned  inquiry:    and  for  the 

it  was  subject,  better  taking  of  the  said  account  and  discovery  of  the 
with  a  view  to  i.  .  i     i  .  i    .      i        .      i  . 

charge  the  loss  matters  aforesaid,  the  corporation,  their  chamberlain  or 

upon  such  town-clerk,  were  or  was  to  be  examined  upon  inter- 
portions  of  ,  '  ^ 
that  property  rogatories ;  and  to  produce,  on  the  oath  of  the  chamber- 
be  subject'to'  ^^^"  ^^  town-clerk,  all  books,  papers,  and  documents, 
any  special  in  their  custody  or  power,  relating  thereto,  as  the 
versed.  Master  should  direct,  &c. 

The 
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The  Defendants,  the  Corporation  of  East  Retford, 
appealed  against  this  part  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Barber  and  Mr.  Stuarty  in  support  of  the  appeal. 

The  order  complained  of  proceeds  upon  the  principle 
of  lien  or  trust,  though  no  such  case  was  established  by 
the  evidence,  or  even  alleged  upon  the  information.  The 
case  was  that  of  an  ordinary  breach  of  trust,  which  con- 
stitutes no  more  than  a  simple  contract  debt.  In  such 
a  case  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  is  only  in  personam  ; 
and  the  fact  that  the  debtors  are  a  corporation,  and 
therefore  not  capable  of  being  proceeded  against  per- 
sonally, cannot  alter  the  nature  of  the  liability,  or  give 
the  informant  a  better  remedy  by  entitling  him  to  go  at 
once,  per  saltum,  against  the  other  lands  of  the  Corpor- 
ation, instead  of  resorting  to  the  usual  means  of  enforcing 
payment;  ^Inst.  84.,  The  Attorney- General  v.  The  Cor^ 
poration  of  Exeter  {a\  DanielTs  Chancery  Practice,  (b) 

The  Sdicitor^General  and  Mr.  Blunt,  for  the  inform- 
ant, and  Mr.  SUrrow  and  Mr.  Walker,  for  the  personal 
representative  of  the  schdbl-master  (who  had  died  since 
the  filing  of  the  original  information),  in  support  of  the 
order. 

There  are  two  questions ;  first,  whether,  consistently 
with  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  Court,  such  an 
inquiry  as  has  been  directed  here  ought,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  be  directed;  and,  secondly,  whether 
that  inquiry  is  expedient  in  the  present  case.  With 
respect  to  the  first  and  more  important  point,  a  similar 
order  was  made  in  the  case  of  The  Attomey^General  v. 
7%^  Corporation  of  Exeter  (c) ;  and,  although  that  order 

was 


1838. 


The 

Attorney* 

Genbeal 

«. 

The 

Corporation 

of  East 

Retfobo. 


(a)  S  Rmm,  45.;  and  3  Rnu. 
395. 


{h)  8dfoI.252,  953. 
(e)  9jRtMi.45. 
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The 

Attornbt- 

Gemebal 

The 

Corporation 

or  East 

Retfobd. 


was  afterwards  varied  on  appeal,  the  grounds  upon 
which  Lord  Eldon  considered  it  to  be  erroneous  do  not 
at  all  affect  the  question.  Under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  his  Lordship  thought  such  an 
inquiry  inexpedient  {a)  ;  but  he  no  where  expresses  any 
disapprobation  of  the  principle  of  the  order.  Here  the 
decree  (unlike  that  in  the  Exeter  case)  has  conclusively 
established  it  as  a  fact  that  something  is  due  from  the 
Corporation.  Lord  Eldon^s  authority,  therefore,  instead 
of  being  adverse,  is  in  our  favour.  The  property  to  be 
affected  by  the  inquiry  is  not  held  upon  any  special  trust ; 
and  it  would  be  liable  to  the  general  debts  of  the  cor- 
poration, under  the  ninety-second  section  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Reform  Act.  {b)  The  order  is  framed  agreeably 
to  what  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  been  the  ordinary 
course  in  the  case  of  informations  against  corporations 
which  have  wasted  or  perverted  their  trust  estates,  and 
against  which,  from  their  incorporeal  character,  no 
process  could  be  had  in  personam,  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  order.  Similar  decrees  were  made  by  Sir 
John  Leach  agabst  the  Corporations  of  Newbury,  Nem- 
ark,  and  Toiness,  and  were  submitted  to  without  appeaL 
There  are  peculiar  reasons  in  the  present  case  why  the 
inquiry  should  be  directed;  for  it  appears  upon  the 
pleadings,  and  is  indeed  found  by  the  report,  that  a 
portion  of  the  trust  property,  now  sought  to  be  reco- 
vered and  restored  to  the  charity,  has  been  applied  by 
the  Corporation  in  redeeming  the  land-tax  charged  on 
their  corporate  property.  Besides,  a  corporation  stands 
on  a  different  footing  from  an  ordinary  defendant;  for 
it  is  necessarily  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Crown, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Attorney-General,  whenever  it 
misapplies  the  property  which  constitutes  its  found- 
ation, and  thereby  defeats  the  very  object  of  its  insti- 
tution ; 
(fl)  See  2  Bust,  p.  55.  (b)  6  HHU.  4.  c.  76. 
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tution;    The  Attorney-General  v.   The  Corporation  of      1838. 
Dublin,  (a)  "^Thl^ 

Attorney- 
ne  Lord  Chancellor.  G«se»al 

V, 
The 

The  counsel  who  have  had  to  support  the  part  of  Corporation 
the  order  under  appeal,  sensible  that  they  could  not  otEAn 
maintain  it  upon  any  principle,  have  relied  upon  the 
special  circumstances  of  the  case.  Those  are,  first,  that 
the  property  sought  to  be  affected  by  the  order  was 
Crown  property,  and  was  conveyed  by  the  Crown  to 
the  Corporation,  and  that  the  Corporation  has  failed  to 
execute  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  bestowed.  That 
may  be  so :  and,  if  it  be,  the  Crown,  undoubtedly,  will 
have  its  appropriate  and  peculiar  remedy  against  the 
Corporation.  But  such  is  not  the  form  or  object  of  the 
present  proceeding  before  me.  The  other  circum- 
stance relied  on  is,  that  the  property  alleged  to  have 
been  improperly  alienated  has  been  expended  or  in- 
vested in  relieving  other  property  of  the  Corporation 
from  the  burden  of  the  land-tax.  If  the  informant 
has  any  such  case  to  make,  it  is  for  him  to  have  the 
cause  reheard,  and  the  decree  varied  with  that  view ; 
for  in  its  present  form  the  decree  does  not  give  any 
such  relief,  nor  was  any  such  case  made  by  the  inform- 
ation. The  case  of  The  Attomey'General  v.  The  Cor* 
poration  of  Dublin  {a)  has  been  cited,  as  if  that  were  an 
authority  applicable  to  the  present ;  but  I  find  no  such 
direction  there  as  is  contained  in  this  order.  On  the 
contrary,  the  inquiry  there  directed  was  stricdy  confined 
to  the  property  which  was  the  subject  of  the  trust 

The  case  comes  back,  therefore,  to  the  general  ques- 
tion, whether  in  a  suit  against  a  corporation,  where  a 

certain 


488 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 


1838. 


certain  payment  is  found  to  be  doe  from  the  corpo- 
ration, this  Court  possesses,  or  is  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
ercising, jurisdiction  over  property  of  the  corporation, 
which  is  not  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit,  in  adminis- 
tering that  which  is  its  subject-matter.  The  first  con- 
sideration is,  what  distinction  is  made  in  thb  decretal 
order  between  the  property  on  which  a  lien  exists,  and 
the  property  on  which  no  lien  exists.  This  is  exactly 
the  order  which  would  have  been  made  if  the  property 
had  been  the  subject  of  a  lien  or  specific  trust.  But 
the  property  to  be  affected  by  these  inquiries  is  quite 
foreign  to  the  trust,  and  includes  all  tlie  corporate  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  efiect  of  working  out  the  order  in  the 
Master's  office  would  be,  that  all  the  corporate  property, 
of  whatever  description,  would  have  to  be  examined  into 
and  scrutinized.  The  order,  in  truth,  confounds  two 
things.  It  seeks  to  affect  as  subject  to  a  lien  that 
which  is  subject  to  the  demand  only  through  the  pro- 
cess of  the  Court 


There  are  difficulties,  it  is  true,  in  compelling  a  cor- 
poration to  obey  a  decree  of  this  Court.  But  precisely 
the  same  consequences  follow  in  the  case  of  such  De- 
fendants as  have  privilege  of  parliament :  and  if  this 
order  were  suffered  to  stand,  it  would  be  impossible 
upon  principle  to  refuse  a  similar  advantage  in  their 
case,  or  in  any  case  in  which  the  only  compulsory  pro- 
cess is  sequestration.  I  am  surprised  to  learn  that  a 
decree  in  this  form  has  been  made  in  so  many  in- 
stances ;  opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principles  and  general 
practice  of  the  Court  But  I  certainly  am  not  sur- 
prised that,  when  it  was  called  to  the  attention  of  Lord 
Eldon  and  Lord  Lyndhurstj  it  was  not  sanctioned  by 
them.  No  one  conversant  with  the  mode  in  which 
Lord  Eldon  was  in  the  habit  of  expressing  himself  can 
suppose  that  his  Lordship  entertained  any  doubt  that 

the 
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tbe  jurisdiction  here  asserted  could  not  be  maintained. 
His  Lordship,  in  The  Ailomey-General  v.  The  Cor- 
poration  qf  Exeter^  expresses  himself  thus :  —  "  The 
Court  is  not  ignorant  of  the  means  of  enforcing  a 
decree  against  a  corporation.  But  I  entertain  great 
hesitation  in  giving  my  assent  to  an  order  calling  upon 
a  corporation  or  an  individual  to  expose  to  the  world 
the  particulars  of  their  property,  and  the  purposes  to 
which  it  is  applicable;  especially  when  such  an  order  is 
accompanied,  as  in  the  present  case,  with  a  direction  to 
produce  deeds  and  papers.  The  result  of  the  other 
inquiries  may  be,  that  the  corporation  is  not  chargeable 
to  the  extent  of  a  single  shilling,  so  that  the  disclosure 
may  be  altogether  unnecessary  for  the  purposes  of  this 
suit,  and  yet  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  Defendants  in 
other  points  of  view.  Tliat  part  of  the  decree  cannot 
stand."  (a)  There  the  observation,  that  in  the  result 
there  might  be  no  demand,  is  quite  general. 


18S8. 


The 
Attorney- 
General 

V, 

The 

Corporation 

or  East 

Retford. 


Upon  a  re-argument  of  the  appeal  before  Lord  Lynd-^ 
hursty  his  Lordship,  in  affirming  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
decree,  excepted  that  part  of  it  which  directed  the 
Master  to  inquire  what  property  the  corporation  had, 
applicable  to  general  corporate  purposes.  "  That  part 
of  the  decree,"  observed  his  Lordship,  "  which  directs 
an  inquiry  into  the  property  of  the  corporation,  and 
relates  to  the  production  of  their  title  deeds,  must  be 
omitted.  If  there  were  any  evidence  that  the  fines  paid 
on  the  last  renewals  had  been  applied  to  the  public 
and  corporate  purposes  which  have  been  mentioned,  I 
would  not  direct  any  inquiry  concerning  them.  But  I 
have  no  such  evidence."  {b) 


(a)  SiluM.  p.55. 

Vol.  IIL 


Thus 


(&}  SJRtM#.p.598« 
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1838. 


The 

Attornky- 

Gbnbral 

V, 

The 

Corporation 
otExsT 
Retford. 


Thus  two  successive  Lord  Chancellors  have  con- 
sidered that  this  was  an  inquiry  which  the  Court  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  direct  The  order  under  appeal, 
therefore,  stands  on  the  single  authority  of  two  or  three 
decisions  of  Sir  John  Leach^  which  have  been  acqui- 
esced in ;  and,  with  all  deference  to  the  opinion  of  that 
eminent  Judge,  it  is  impossible  to  put  his  authority  in 
competition  with  that  of  the  great  men  I  have  referred 
to.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  inquiry  is  not  in 
conformity  either  with  the  practice  or  principles  of  this 
Court. 


The  appeal  must  be  allowed* 


CLOUGH  V.  BOND. 


^JV:^  DIXON  died  in  the  month  of  Naomber  1 829, 


1S37. 

Nov.  24,  85. 

1838. 

S"n1ntSl  ^^  leaving  certain  testamentary  papers,  but  intes- 
admini«tratioii  tate  as  to  the  bulk  of  her  personal  estate,  which,  there- 
was  granted     f^f e,  became  distributable  among  her  next  of  kin,  who 

to  her  son  ^g^g  yg^y  numerous.  Letters  of  administration,  with 
and  daughter.  ^  i  j        i. 

The  daughter  the  testamentary  papers  annexed,  were  granted  to  her 

^dfr^cover.  ^^^  surviving  children,  Emily  Bmdj  then  the  wife  of 
ture,  the  assets  John  Bondj  and  Thomas  Reup  Diaon,  The  residuary 
Tslji^lpaidinto  estate  consisted  chiefly  of  government  stocL  This  stock 
a  banking  was 

house,  to  the 

joint  account  of  her  husband  and  her  brother,  the  administrator ;  and  the  whole 
of  the  fund,  with  the  exception  of  the  share  of  one  of  the  next  of  kin,  who  was 
abroad,  was  soon  afterwards  paid  away  among  the  several  parties  entitled,  bj  means 
of  cheques  signed  by  the  two  persons  in  whose  names  the  account  stood.  The 
husband  of  the  administratrix  died  in  Dec.  1831,  and,  ten  months  afterwards,  her 
brother  and  co-administrator  drew  out  the  balance,  and,  haying  applied  it  to  his 
own  use,  absconded :  Held,  that  the  estate  of  the  husband  of  the  administratrix  was 
answerable  for  the  loss. 
Whether  the  administratrisc  was  not  also  personally  liable,  qwsre? 


I 
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was  sold  in  the  month  of  Mmf  18S1,  and,  with  a  view  18S7. 
to  distribution  among  the  several  persons  entitled,  the 
proceeds,  to  the  amount  of  about  18,000/.  were  paid  into 
the  banking  house  of  Child  and  Co.,  and  there  placed 
to  an  account  in  the  joint  names  of  John  Bond^nd  Thomas 
Beup  Dixon.  At  the  same  time  it  was  arranged  that  all 
cheques  drawn  on  Child  and  Ca  upon  that  account 
should  be  signed  by  both  the  parties  in  whose  names  the 
fund  stood.  In  the  course  of  a  few  months  afterwards, 
the  whole  of  the  respective  shares  of  the  next  of  kin 
were  duly  paid  or  provided  for,  by  means  of  cheques 
drawn  in  that  form,  except  the  share  of  Louisa  BeveU 
Clotighj  the  wife  of  John  Chughj  who,  with  her  husband, 
was  then  expected  very  shortly  to  return  from  India. 
The  value  of  Mrs.  ClougKs  share,  being  one  eighteenth 
of  the  clear  fund,  amounted,  after  deducting  the  duty 
and  costs,  to  9882.  6s.  Sd. ;  and  this  sum,  together  with 
a  further  sum  reserved  to  answer  the  expenses  of  ad- 
ministration, and  making  a  total  of  1348/.,  remained 
in  the  hands  of  Child  and  Co.,  upon  the  joint  account, 
down  to  the  death  of  John  Bondf  which  happened  on  the 
15th  of  December  1831.  In  the  months  of  October  and 
Ncfveniber  in  the  following  year,  Thomas  Beup  Dixon 
drew  out,  by  cheques,  the  balance  of  the  account  at 
ChikTsf  and  applied  the  money  to  his  own  use ;  and 
shortly  afterwards  he  absconded  and  left  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clottgh  did  not  arrive  in  this  country 
from  India  until  the  end  of  the  year  1834.  Soon  after 
their  return  they  filed  the  present  bill,  praying  for  an 
account  of  Ann  Dixon*s  personal  estate,  and  for  pay- 
ment of  Mrs.  ClougVs  share  of  the  undisposed  of  residue; 
and  praying  also  that  the  Defendant'  Emily  Bondj  and 
the  other  Defendants,  the  personal  representatives  of 
John  Bond,  might  be  declared  liable  for  any  loss  sus- 
tained through  the  default  or  misconduct  of  Thomas 
Kk  2  Beup 
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l^^l^  ^     Iteup  Dixon^  who  was  also  a  nominal  Defendant,  though 
out  of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  decree  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  made  at  the  hear- 
ing of  the  cause,  afler  directing  a  general  accpunt  of  the 
estate,  and  an  account  of  Mrs.  C/a&gfA's  share,  went  on 
to  declare  that  the. Defendants,  the  personal  represen- 
tatives of  John  Bondf  were  personally  chargeable  with 
the  sum  of  1848/.,  admitted  by  their  answer  to  have  been 
drawn  out  of  Child^s  bank  by  Thomas  Betip  Dixon^  to- 
gether with  interest  at  4/.  per  cent,  upon  that  sum  from 
the  time  when  the  same  was  so  drawn  out  And  it  re- 
served the,  consideration  of  the  question,  how  far  the 
Defendant  Emily  Bond  was  answerable  for  the  said  sum, 
until  the  Master  should  have  made  his  report 

The  Defendants,  Emily  Bond  and  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Bondy  appealed  against  this  part  of 
the  decree. 

'Mr.  Jacobj  Mr.  Whitmarsliy  and  Mr.  Whitmarsh]m\oTy 
for  the  appeal. 

This  is  a  case  of  extreme  hardship,  and  carries  the 
responsibility  of  executors  to  an  unprecedented  and  per- 
nicious extent.  As  Emily  Bond  was  under  coverture 
At  the  time  of  her  motlier's  death,  it  was  not  only 
convenient,  but  proper,  that  the  name  of  her  husband, 
who  was  to  act  on  her  behalf  in  the  joint  admini- 
stration with  DixoUy  should  be  substituted  in  the  joint 
account  for  hers.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  sale  of 
the  stock  and  payment  of  the  proceeds  into  ChiUCs 
bank  were  not  proper  acts ;  for,  at  or  very  soon  after 
the  time  when  they  took  place,  tlie  shares  of  the  several 
persons  entitled  were  payable,  and  were  all  actually  paid, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Mrs.  Clot^h's\  and  hers 

also 
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also  would  have  been  duly  paid,  had  not  she  and  her  1837* 
husband,  who  were  then  expected  from  India^  changed 
their  plans,  and  postponed  their  return  home  for  three 
years.  This  appears  from  the  correspondence  which 
has  been  proved  in  the  cause.  So  long  as  Mr.  Bond 
lived,  the  estate  had  the  security  to  be  derived  from  his 
signing  the  cheques,  and  sharing  in  the  responsibility 
jointly  with  Dixon.  Upon  his  death,  indeed,  Dixorij  as 
the  survivor,  acquired  the  legal  control  over  the  fund; 
but  so  Dueon  would  equally  have  done,  if  the  account  had 
been  in  the  joint  names  of  Mrs.  Bond  and  himself,  and 
she  had  died  first  —  an  event  which  was  equally  pro- 
bable at  the  time  when  the  account  was  opened.  In  sub- 
stituting his  own  name  in  the  account  for  that  of  hb  wife 
Mr.  Bond  was  not  guilty  of  any  irregularity;  it  was  an 
act  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  under  such  cir- 
cumstances; and  no  loss  was  thereby  occasioned  to  the 
estate  during  his  lifetime.  Upon  what  principle,  then, 
can  his  representatives  be  made  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  another,  done  after  he  ceased  to  be  a  trustee  ? 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Bofid  it  was  only  reasonable 
and  natural  that  his  widow  should  leave  every  thing 
be  managed  by  the  person  whose  survivorship  had 
given  him  the  legal  title.  It  appears,  from  her  answer, 
that  the  first  intimation  she  received  of  the  balance 
having  been  drawn  out,  was  by  a  letter  from  Dixon 
himself,  representing  to  her,  contrary  to  the  fact,  that 
he  had  invested  it  in  exchequer  bills  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility ;  and  as  the  money  had  been  lying  unproductive 
at  CkikTsj  and  it  was  by  that  time  known  that  the  Plain- 
UfTs  were  not  coming  home  immediately,  the  represen- 
tation was  plausible  and  likely  to  deceive  her.  In  short, 
throughout  the  whole  transaction  every  precaution  was 
taken  for  the  safety  of  the  estate  which  common  pru- 
dence could  suggest,  and  a  court  of  equity,  in  drawing 
the  line  beyond  which  executors  shall  not  be  made 
K  k  S  answer- 
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1 838.  was  not  a  correct  discharge  of  the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
the  estate ;  and  that,  as  the  e£fect  of  such  payment  has 
been  to  give  Mr.  Dixon  the  control  over  the  fund  by 
which  the  loss  has  arisen,  his  estate  is  responsible. 

It  will  be  found  to  be  the  result  of  all  the  best  au* 
thorities  upon  the  subject,  that,  although  a  personal 
representative,  acting  strictly  within  the  line  of  his  duty, 
and  exercising  reasonable  care  and  diligence,  will  not 
be  responsible  for  the  failure  or  depreciation  of  the  fond 
in  which  any  part  of  the  estate  may  be  invested,  or  for 
the  insolvency  or  misconduct  of  any  person  who  may 
have  possessed  it,  yet,  if  that  line  of  duty  be  not  strictly 
pursued,  and  any  part  of  the  property  be  invested  by 
such  personal  representative  in  funds  or  upon  securities 
not  authorised,  or  be  put  within  the  control  of  persons 
who  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  it,  and  a  loss  be 
thereby  eventually  sustained,  such  personal  represent- 
ative will  be  liable  to  make  it  good,  however  unex- 
pected the  result,  however  little  likely  to  arise  from  the 
course  adopted,  and  however  free  such  conduct  may 
have  been  from  any  improper  motive.     Thus,  if  he 
omit  to  sell  property  when  it  ought  to  be  sold,  and  it 
be  afterwards  lost  without  any  fault  of  his,  he  is  liable; 
Phillips  V.  Phillips  {a) ;  or  if  he  leave  money  due  upoa 
personal  security,  which,  though  good  at  the  time,  after- 
wards fails ;  P<meU  v.  Ecans  (i),  Telbs  v.  Carpenter,  (c) 
And  the  case  is  stronger  if  he  be  himself  the  author  of 
the  improper  investment,  as  upon  personal  securi^,  or 
an   unauthorised  fond.    Thus,  he  is  not  liable,  upon 
a  proper    investment    in  the  S   per  cents.,   for    loss 
occasioned  by  the  fluctuations  of  that  fund ;   Peat  v. 
Crane  {d) ;  but  he  is  for  the  fluctuations  of  any  un- 
authorised 

(a)  Freem.  Ch.  Ca.  11.  (c)  I  Madd.290. 

[b)  5  Vet.  839.  id)  2  Dkk.  499.  note. 
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authorised  fund ;  Hancom  v.  Mien  (a),  Heme  v.  Earl  of  1838. 
Dartmoidh.  {b)  So,  when  the  loss  arises  [from  the  dis- 
honesty or  failure  of  any  one  to  whom  the  possession 
of  part  of  the  estate  has^  been  entrusted.  Necessity, 
which  includes  the  regular  course  of  business  in  ad- 
ministering the  property,  will,  in  equity,  exonerate  the 
personal  representative.  But  if,  without  such  necessity, 
he  be  instrumental  in  giving  to  the  person  failing  pos- 
session of  any  part  of  the  property,  he  will  be  liable^ 
although  the  person  possessing  it  be  a  co-executor  or. 
co-administrator;  Longford  v.  Gascoyne  (c),  Ijord  Ship^ 
brook  V.  Lord  Hinchinbrook  [d\  Underwood  v.  Stevens,  {e) 

Applying  these  principles  to  the  present  case,  the 
inquiry  is  necessarily  confined  to  two  points ;  first, 
was  the  payment  into  Child's  of  the  money  in  question, 
in  the  joint  names  of  Mr.  Bond  and  Mr.  Dixon^  a  proper 
mode  of  deposit ;  and,  if  not,  secondly,  was  the  loss 
occasioned  by  such  mode  of  deposit  ? 

Bond  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  estate,  except  as 
hosband  of  the  administratrix.  During  the  coverture 
he  was  entided  to  interfere  in  her  right;  but  that 
authority  was  determinable  with  the  determination  of 
the  coverture.  In  the  event,  therefore,  which  happened, 
of  his  death  before  his  wife,  her  authority  would  remain 
to  be  exercised  by  herself  alone,  and  so  she  would  be 
enabled  to  control  her  co-administrator  —  a  security  to 
the  estate  of  which  he  had  no  right  to  deprive  it  By 
depositing  the  money  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  the 
co-administrator  Dixon,  he  did  exclude  the  administra- 
trix firom  ever  possessing  this  control,  so  far  as  affects 

the 

(•)  2Diek.49B.  ((Q  H  ^i^f.  85S.     16  re«.477. 

C6}  7  Vet.lSJ.i  see  p.  150.  (e)  1  Mer,7l2.;  andieelfoii- 

(c)  1 1  Vet.  333.  burjf  v.  Kirkland,  3  Sim.  S65. 


Clough 
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18S8.       the  fands  in  question,  and  in  the  evmt  «f  Dixmit  death 

before  him,  gave  to  himself  the  absolate  power  over  it; 

^^y^**      and  in  the  event,  which  has  happened,  of  his  dying 

Bond.  g^^^  enabled  Dixon  to  appropriate  it  to  himself  withont 
the  control  of  his  co-administratrix.  This  mode  of 
deposit,  therefore,  was  an  act  by  which,  without  neces- 
sity, one  of  the  personal  representatives  was  ezduded, 
who  had  at  one  time  possession,  and  by  which  ezdusive 
possession  was  likely  to  vest  in  a  person  not  entitled  to 
it ;  and  that  evient  having  happened,  and  such  person 
having,  by  virtue  of  such  possession,  appropriated  the 
fund  to  himself,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  deposit 
was  improper,  and  that  it  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
loss.  The  principle^  therefore^  of  the  cases  referred  to 
subjects  BoncPa  estate  to  the  liability  of  making  good 
this  fund ;  for  although  the  wife  was  the  personal  repre- 
sentative, and  she  survives,  yet  the  devastavU  consisted 
in  the  improper  deposit,  which  took  place  during  the 
coverture ;  the  money  lost  was  part  of  the  estate  which 
came  to  the  hands  of  the  husband,  and  from  which  nothing 
has  taken  place  that  can  discharge  him.  He  was  him- 
self the  author  of  the  devastaviii  and  his  estate  is  liable, 
as  is  fully  illustrated  by  Lord  Redesdale  in  Adair  v. 
Shaw,  {a) 

I  have  therefore  no  diflSculty  in  dismissing  the  petition 
of  appeal,  with  costs. 

I  find  that  the  decree  adopts  the  statement  of  tfie 
sums  as  set  out  in  the  answer,  with  which  I  presume 
all  parties  are  satbfied,  as  none  have  complained  of  that 
part  of  the  decree.  I  cannot,  however,  but  observe, 
upon  the  apparent  inconsistency  of  adopting  these  sums, 
and  particularly  of  declaring  that  the  988/.  61.  8cf. 

formed 

(a)  1  Scho.  4*  Lef.  S45. 
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formed  the  share  or  [nut  of  the  share  of  the  Plaintiff  in  1838. 
the  residue  of  the  estate,  and  at  the  same  time  directing 
the  general  accounts,  and  declaring  that  what  shall  be 
found  due,  including  the  sums  in  question,  shall  be 
applied  in  a  due  course  of  administration.  But  as  that 
part  of  the  case  has  not  been  brought  before  me,  I  only 
mention  it  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  the  supposition 
that,  in  dismissing  the  petition  of  appeal,  I  intend  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  this  part  of  the  case. 


FREAKE  V.  CRANEFELDT.  JVbMy.24. 

ryHABLOTTEBEADLEY.oihetwisePriar.hyhitT  fj^^'^"" 

^  willy  dated  the  2lsto( September  1822,  directed  pay-  ment  of  debts, 

meat  of  all  her  just  debts  and  funeral  and  te^mentary  ^'^^^^/J  ^^ 

expenses.    She  died  on  the  2Stli  of  March  1 825,  being  at  estate,  will 

that  lime,  and  having  for  three  years  previous  been,  a  "unn^nToV^ 

prisoner  within  the  Rules  of  the  King's  Bench.    In  the  the  statute  of 

month  of  March   18SS,   administration  with  her  will     ^f  ^i^^' 

annexed  was  sranted  to  the  Defendant.     In  the  month  has  once  be- 

gun  to  run 
of  August  following,  the  present  suit  was  instituted  by  against  a 

a  creditor,  on  behalf  qf  himself  and  all  other  creditors  JJtorVufe 
of  the  testatrix;  and,  on  the  20th.  of  March  18S5,  a  time,  it  does 
decree  was  made^  directing  the  usual  aceoont  of  debts,  ce^^  toTu""*"* 
Under  this  decree,  the  personal  representatives  of  a  ^"^°f  ^^.®. 
deceased  creditor  of  the  name  of  Bouch  carried  in  a  may  elapse 
cfaaige,  in  respect  of  a  sum  of  48/.  1 6s.  6d^  lent  to  the  5^h*and"the 
testatrix  in  the  year  1821.     To  secure  the  debt  and  time  at  which; 
mtcrest,  the  testatrix  executed  and  gave  to  the  creditor  pre^I^aulr" 
a  warrant  of  attorney,  dated  the  80tb  of  Mmf  1821,  to  him  is  con- 
to  confess  judgment  for  the  sum  of  100/.;  but  judg- 
ment was  never  signed  upon  the  warrant 

The 
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1838.  Tlie  Master  having  allowed  the  charge,  the  Derend- 

^■^"^^^'^'^^     ant  excepted  to   his  report.     The  exception  was,  in 

V.  substance,  that  the  debt  was  barred  by  the  statate  of 

Cranefbldt.  limitations. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Ettuon  appeared  for  the  exoep- 
•   tion ;  Sir  fV.  Home,  for  the  Plaintiff;  and  Mr.  BSion^ 
for  the  personal  representatives  of  Bauck^  the  creditor. 

On  the  argument  of  the  exception,  three  points  were 
made. 

In  support  of  the  charge  it  was  contended,  first,  that 
the  will  created  a  trust  to  pay  debts  so  as  to  take  the 
case  out  of  the  statute;  Jones  v.  Scoii.  {a)  Secondly, 
that  until  administration  was  taken  out,  in  the  year  I8SS, 
there  was  no  one  against  whom  the  creditor  could  pro- 
ceed for  his  debt;  and  that,  as  the  bill  was  filed  in  the 
same  yeai^  he  was  not  barred  by  lapse  of  time ;  Murray  v. 
The  East  India  Compamf  (ft),  Douglas  v.  Forrest,  (c) 
Thirdly,  that  the  warrant  of  attorney  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  specialty,  so  that  the  debt  secured  by  it  did  not 
fall  within  the  operation  of  the  statute. 

On  the  other  side  it  was  said,  that  Jones  v.  Scoit  had 
been  very  recently  reversed  in  the  House  of  Lords  {d% 
and  that  the  effect  and  principle  of  the  reversal  in  that 
case  was,  that  as  to  personal  estate  a  trust  for  payment 
of  debts  was  inoperative  for  any  purpose ;  Burke  v. 
Jones,  (e)  Upon  the  second  point  it  was  argued,  that 
after  time  had  once  begun  to  run  against  a  debt  (as  it 

had 

(a)  1  Ruti.  Sir  Mt^lne,9SS.  will  be  reported  id  the  4th  vol 

(6)  S  Bam,  4-  Aid.  ^04.  of  Menrs.  Oarke  and  Am^'b 

(c)  4  Sing.  686.  reports. 

(cO  Scott  V.  Jones,  1 6th  August         {e)  2  Ves.  i  B.  275. 
1898.    This  case,  od  the  appeal, 
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had  done  here  for  the  four  years  during  which  the 
testatrix  lived  after  contracting  the  debt),  it  never  after- 
wards was  allowed  to  stop  by  reason  of  any  intervening  *  "r? 
disabili^.  The  specific  point  which  occurred  here  Cbanefeldt. 
came  very  lately  before  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in 
JSkodes  v.  Smeihvrst  (a),  and  was  decided,  in  conformity 
with  that  principle,  against  the  claim.  In  the  cases  of  » 
Jl&rroy  v.  The  East  India  Company  and  Douglas  v. 
Forrest  the  statute  had  not  begun  to  run,  for  the  cause 
of  action  had  not  accrued  in  the  debtor's  life-time.  It 
was  perfectly  competent  to  Bouch  to  have  taken  out 
letters  of  administration  upon  his  debtor's  death,  and 
then  he  might  have  paid  himself.  With  respect  to  the 
warrant  of  attorney,  it  was  only  the  means  of  enabling 
the  party  to  obtain  a  judgment ;  it  was  no  ground  of 
action,  and  did  not  of  itself  constitute  a  specialty;  Clarke 
T.  Figes,  {b) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  he  was  disposed  to  allow 
the  exception,  as  he  entertained  no  doubt  upon  any  of 
the  points  made.  At  the  request  of  the  counsel  for 
the  creditor,  however,  who  desired  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  ascertaining  the  circumstances  under  which 
Janes  v.  Scott  had  been  reversed,  he  allowed  the  case 
to  stand  over  for  a  few  days. 


Mr.  BiUon  afterwards  submitted,  that  the  reversal,  K09.  24. 
by  the  House  of  Lords,  of  the  decree  in  Jones  v.  Scott^ 
although  it  certainly  decided  that  a  trust  of  personal 
estate  for  payment  of  debts,  created  by  will,  did  not 
prevent  the  statute  from  running,  was  not  applicable  to 
the  present  case,  in  which  the  debt,  not  having  been 

barred 
(a)  4  Meet,  4-  WeU,  42.  {fi)  2  Stark.  254. 
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Fbeake 


1 888.       barred  at  the  time  of  the  debtor^s  death  —  the  period  to 
which,  as  Lord  Brougham  had  observed,  in  Jants  v. 
9.  &of^,  according  to  all  principle  and  anthori^  reference 

Ceanifbldt.  ^jjg  jQ  jjg  made  —  and  there  being  no  personal  repre- 
sentative until  March  1838,  the  six  years  only  began 
to  run  from  that  time.  The  case  of  Rhodes  ▼.  Sme- 
thurst  was  a  case  at  law,  in  which  no  notice  could 
be  taken,  even  if  they  had  existed,  of  the  equitable  cir- 
cumstances which  existed  here.  The  testatrix,  almost 
from  the  time  when  she  contracted  the  debt  in  question 
to  the  day  of  her  death,  remained  a  prisoner  in  the 
King's  Bench,  so  that  no  action  for  the  money  could 
have  been  effectually  prosecuted  against  her;  and,  as  it 
was  generally  believed  that  she  had  died  utterly  insol- 
vent, the  creditor  could  not  expect  to  get  any  thing  bat 
expense  and  loss  by  taking  out  administration  to  her 
estate. 

The  LoEO  Chancellor  said  he  was  not  at  liberty  to 
take  into  consideration  these  alleged  equitable  circum- 
stances, upon  the  present  proceeding.    The  expression 
cited  from  Lord  Brougham*9  judgment  had  been  mis- 
apprehended; for  it  would  be  absurd  to  hold  that,  if  the 
debtor  died  only  a  day  before  the  six  years  were  out, 
the  creditor  was  then   to  have  another  period  of  six 
years  within  which  to  enforce  his  demand.     The  ded- 
sion  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  Scott  v.  Jones,  in  which 
he  entirely  concurred  with  Lord  Lyndhurst,  was  a  direct 
authority  for  holding  that  a  direction  in  a  will  for  payment 
of  debts  was  merely  inoperative  so  far  as  the  personal 
estate  was  concerned.     The  exception  must  be  allowed. 
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18S8. 

HILL  V.  GOMME.  Nov.  22. 

^  I  ^HIS  was  a  motion,  by  way  of  appeal,  from  an  order  Ajpar^  ag- 

made  by  one  of  the  Masters.  ^d^  made*" 

by  the  Master, 
-_.     __^    -^  -   ^_     ^     _     _        _         ,  under  the  3  & 

Sir  W.  Home  and  Mr.  G.  Ju  BusseU  took  a  pre-  4  fV.  4.  c.  94. 

liminary  objection  to  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  '-I'Mina 

the  cause  had  been  set  down  at  the  Rolls ;  and  that,  in  down  at  the 

conformity  with  the  12thof  the  Orders  of  the  5th  of -»%  JgKjped 

18S7  (a),  no  motion  in  such  a  cause  could  be  brought  to  the  Lord 

on  before  the  Lord   Chancellor   or  Vice-Chancellor.  against  the 

That  Order  applied,  in  terms,  to  all  interlocutory  ap-  ^''Jer- 

plications  in  a  cause,  and  the  present  motion  fell  dis-   - 

tincdy  within  that  description. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Chandkss^  contrd^  referred 
to  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  Chancery  Regula- 
tion Act  (S  &  4  ^  4.  c.  94.),  by  which  the  jurisdiction 
was  given  to  the  Master,  and  the  right  of  appeal 
from  him  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  or  Vice-Chancellor,  whose  decision  was  to  be 
final;  thereby  taking  away  any  further  appeal.  By 
that  act,  as  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  right  of 
farther  appeal,  the  aggrieved  party  was  allowed  to 
select  the  Judge  who  was  to  review  the  Master's  de- 
cision; and  such  a  privilege  could  not  be  affected  or 
destroyed  by  an  order  of  Court.  This  was  not  an  in- 
terlocutory application  within  the  meaning  of  the 
12th  Order,  of  Mcy  18S7,  or  one  to  which  that  order 
could  ever  be  meant  to  apply. 

Tlie 
(a)  2  Mylne  4r  Craig,  App.  vl 


504  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

1838.  7^  Lord  Chancellor  said  that,  upon  the  construc- 

tion now  contended  for,  if  a  party  chose  to  bring  the 
motion  before  him,  he  should  have  no  power  to  send  it 
to  be  heard  by  the  Vice- Chancellor.  The  meaning  of 
the  statute  was,  that  there  should  be  an  appeal  to  some 
one  of  the  three  judges.  That  was  all  that  the  section 
said;  and  a  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
order  was  quite  within  the  terms  of  the  section,  which 
only  required  that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  or  Vice-Chancellor  should  hear  the  application. 
It  was  obvious  that,  if  Mr.  Wigranfs  construction  of  the 
statute  were  to  prevail,  the  effect  would  be  to  send,  or 
at  least  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  parties  to  bring,  all  the 
trifling  motions  of  this  kind,  upon  appeal  from  the 
Master's  jurisdiction,  to  the  Great  Seal,  —  a  result 
which  could  never  have  been  intended.  The  act  of 
parliament  gave  this  jurisdiction,  but  it  did  not  compel 
the  Couit  to  exercise  it;  and  the  twelfth  general  Order 
of  May  1837  applied.  He  considered  the  objection  to  be 
well  founded,  and  the  application  must,  therefore,  be 
dismissed  with  costs. 
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ldS8. 


RIGG  V.  WALL.  ^'  «*• 

Dec,  4. 

THE  question  in  this  case  is  stated  in  the  judgment.  The  affidavit 
of  service  of 
mbpcena  to 

Mr.  Uqyd  appeared  for  the  Defendant  hear  judgment 

Eroduced  by  a 
_^^^__^_^^^^^^^^^  defendant 

""^^""^"""""""■■"■"^  when  the 

Plaintiff 

Dec.  4.  The  Lord  Chancellor.  make*  default 

at  the  hear- 
When   this   cause   was   called   on  for  hearing,  the  JJ^fJ'Jhe  (act 
Plaintiff  did  not  appear,  and  the  Defendant  produced  an  of  the  tub- 
aflSdavit  of  service  of  subpoena  to  hear  judgment,  which  tiieindorRe. 

was  simply  to  the  effect  that  he  had  been  served  with  f"®"'  required 
..         »  ,_        J.J  1^        ^         y  by  the  third 

tbe  suopoena,  but  did  not  state  that  the  subpoena  was  order  of  the 

endorsed  with  the   name  and   residence  of  the  soli-  ?**\^^?*^*^ 

ber  1S53. 

citor  who  sued  it  out,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
third  order  of  the  21st  of  December  1833.  My  impres- 
sion at  the  time  was,  that  it  was  impossible  there  could  be 
one  form  of  affidavit  for  verifying  the  subpoena  in  the 
case  of  a  Plaintiff,  and  another  form,  in  the  case  of  a 
Defendant ;  and  that  it  had  already  been  determined  in 
another  case  that  the  affidavit  ought  always  to  speak  to 
the  fact  of  the  indorsement  I  was  met,  however,  by  a  re- 
presentation that  it  was  contrary  to  the  established 
practice  of  the  Court  to  require  the  fact  of  the  indorse- 
ment to  be  verified  in  the  case  of  a  Defendant ;  and, 
as  in  all  matters  of  this  kind,  that  which  has  been  con- 
sidered as  the  practice  deserves  the  utmost  attention, 
I  desired  the  Registrar  to  take  the  trouble  to  inquire, 
in  order  that  I  might  ascertain  how  the  practice  really 
stood. 

Vol.  IIL  L 1  I  have 
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1838.  I  bave  since  received  a  written  statement  from  Mr. 

ColUsg  the  Registrar,  which  is  as  follows :  —  '^  I  have 
made  inquiries  respecting  the  affidavit  of  service  of  suIh 
poena  made  by  a  Defendant,  and  am  fully  borne  out 
in  my  opinion  by  a  case  which  came  on  before  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  May  18S7.  (a)  EQs  Lordship, 
after  hearing  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  consulted 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Vice-Chancellor  on  the 
point,  when  it .  was  determined  that  the  affidavit  to  be 
made  by  the  Defendant  should  be  the  converse  of  that 
required  from  a  Plaintiff ;  containing  the  words  ^mik 
the  indorsement  thereonJ  The  Six-clerks  retained  coun- 
sel to  argue  the  point;  but  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
decided  the  question/' 

That  entirely  confirms  my  own  impression  on  the 
subject,  although  I  did  not,  at  the  moment,  recollect  that 
the  exact  point  had  been  previously  submitted  to  me. 
The  result  is,  that  it  has  been  a  matter  considered  by 
all  the  three  Judges  of  the  Court,  who  have  expressed 
their  opinion  that  the  affidavit  produced  by  this  Defend- 
ant was  not  such  as,  by  the  practice  of  the  Court,  is 
required.  Hereafter  it  must  be  understood  that  the 
affidavit  required  to  be  produced  by  a  Defendant,  veri* 
fying  the  service  of  subpoena  to  hear  judgment,  must  be 
such  as  is  required  to  be  produced  by  a  Plaintiff. 

(a)  Wo^e  V.  Rce»^  5th  Majf  1S37. 
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STUBBS  V.  SARGON.  isss. 

Jan,  2^.  51. 

N  this  cause  several  questions  arose  upon  the  will  of  A  testatrix 

Mrs.   Elizabeth  Ives.     The  material  parts  of  the  ^^""'^^  ^\  . 

\  trustees,  their 

will  and  the  questions  which  arose  upon  it  are  stated  heirs  and  as- 

in  "gns.  her 
copyhold 
dwelling  bouse,  garden,  and  ground,  together  wUh  the  furmiure  and  effect*  therein^ 
and  the  coach*hou8e  and  stable  thereto  belonging;  and  also  the  ten  cottages,  and 
two  new  cdttages  built  by  her,  with  their  appurtenances,  at  L.;  to  hold  the  same 
with  the  appurtenances,  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  trustees,  their  heirt  and  assigns, 
upon  trust,  that  they  or  the  survivors  or  survivor,  or  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  the 
survivor,  should  pay  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of  the  said  hereditaments  to  Sarah 
&,  wife  of  George  S.,  or  otherwise  permit  and  suffer  her  to  use  and  occupy  the  said 
keredUaments  during  her  life,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  hereditaments  and  the 
rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof  might  be  for  her  sole  and  separate  use,  &c.;  and 
after  her  decease  in  trust  for  George  S.,  for  his  life ;  and  after  his  decease  npoo  trust 
that  the  trustees  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of 
such  survivor,  should  be  possessed  of  and  interested  in  the  said  hereditaments^  in 
trust  for  such  persons,  of  a  certain  class,  as  Sarah  S.  should  by  will  appoint  and,  in 
default  of  appointment,  upon  trust,  that  the  trustees  or  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor of  them,  and  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  such  survivor,  should  sell  and  dispose  of 
the  said  hereditaments  and  premises  ;  and  the  testatrix  directed,  that  the  produce  of 
the  sale  should  form  part  of  her  residuary  personal  estate :  Held,  that  no  bene* 
ficial  interest  in  the  furniture  and  effects  passed  by  the  will. 

The  testatrix  devised  certain  freehold  premises,  in  which  she  carried  on  trade, 
to  trustees  in  fee,  upon  trust,  (after  the  decease  of  a  person  to  whom  she  gave  the 
beneficial  interest  therein  for  life),  to  dispose  of  and  divide  the  same  unto  aiid 
amongst  her  (the  testatrix's)  partners,  who  should  be  in  copartnership^  with  her  at 
the  time  of  her  decease,  or  to  whom  she  might  have  disposea  of  her  business^  in  such 

Vou  III.  Mm  ••»«• 
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1838.  in  the  second  volume  of  Mr.  Keen's  reports  (a),  where 

^^^^^"^  ^ill  fllso  be  found  a  statement  of  the  arguments  used 

V,  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,   and  his   Lordship's 

bARGON.  decision.    An  appeal  from  that  decision,  upon  the  first, 

propoitions  as  second,  and  fourth  of  the  questions  stated  in  the  report, 

%^  *™*i^.*'  was  presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
should  think  ^ 

fit  or*  deem 

The  test*-  ^^  should  be  mentioned  that  the  tferms  in  which  the 

trix  disposed  trusts  declared  of  the  property  comprised  in  that  part 

ness  in  her'  ^^  ^^  ^'^  upon  which  the  first  question  arose —  after 

lifetime :  the  death  of  Georse  Sareon — were  these ;  viz.  upon  trust 

Held,  that  -      ,        ,  i  .  .       ^  ^ 

the  devise  in  for  that  the  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them, 


favour  of  the    ^^  f/^g  ^^^y^  ^^  assigns  of  such  survivor,  should  be 

persons  to  *=>  ' 

whom  she    .     possessed  of  and  interested  in  the  said  hereditaments^  in 

Ssposed  of  ^^"^^  ^^'^  ^^^^  °°®  °'*  more  of  the  testatrix's  nephews 
her  business,  and  nieces,  or  grand-nephews  or  grand-nieces,  as  Sarah 
either  under'  Sargon  should  by  will  appoint;  and  in  default  of  ap- 
die  Statute  of  pointment,  upon  trust  that  the  trustees,  or  the  survivors 
the  ground  of  or  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  such 
""JS^J^^J^^    survivor,  should  sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  hereditC" 

trix  being  en-   ments  and  premises. 

titled  to  the 

sum  of  2000/1, 

secured  by  a         It  is  proper  also  to  state,  that  the  testatrix  gave  her 

note  which       Stock  in  trade,  and  the  implements,  utensils,  carts,  and 

had  two  years  horses  used  in  her  business,  to  her  executors,  upon 

to  run,  en- 

dorsed  the       trust  for  sale;  but  with  liberty  for  her  partners,  or  the 

SSr^on  and  P^^^^"^  ^^  persons  who,  at  the  time  of  her  decease, 
sent  it  to  should 

her,  with  a  (a)  9  Keen,  255. 

letter  rathe  ^  '  ' 

following  terms :  — "  The  enclosed  note  of  8000/.  I  have  given  to  Mrs.  Sarak 
Sargon  tor  her  sole  use  and  benefit,  independent  of  her  husband,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  enabling  Mrs.  Sargon  to  present  to  either  branch  of  my+  family  any 
principal  or  interest  thereon,  as  the  said  Mrs.  Sarah  Sargon  may  consider  the  most 
prudent;  and  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Sargon,  by  this  bequest  I  em- 
power her  to  dispose  of  the  said^sum  of  2000/.  and  the  interest,  bv  will  or  deed,  to 
those  or  i  either  branch  of  the  family  she  may  consider  most  deserving  thereof. 
To  enable  Mrs.  Sarah  Sargon^  ray  niece,  to  have  the  sole  use  and  power  of  the  said 
sum  of  2000L  due  to  me  by  the  above  note  of  hand,  I  have  specially  indorsed  the 
same  in  her  favour."  It  being  admitted  that  if  this  was  a  gift  upon  trust,  the  trust 
could  not  be  executed :  Held,  that  it  was  a  gift  upon  trust,  and  that,  as  the  trust 
failed,  the  sum  secured  by  the  note  constituted  port  of  the  testatrix's  estate. 

•Sic  fSic.  •      tSic. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  509 

should  be  entitled  to  her  freehold  and  leasehold  premises        1 83 A . 
under  her  will,  to  purchase  the  same  at  a  valuation. 

It  is  also  to  be  mentioned,  that,  by  a  circular  letter 
of  the  Ist  of  April  1833,  the  testatrix  notified  to  her  cus- 
tomers her  retirement  from^  business,  and  rec()mmended 
her  surviving  nephews,  and  the  widow"  of  her  deceased 
nephew,  Mr.  Innellj  as  her  successors.  These  persons 
were  Samuel  Silver^  JTiamas  Cooke^  John  IveSf  and  Ann 
Abigail  Innellf  widow  of  John  Dialls  InnelL  The  testa- 
trix died  on  the  17th  ot  April  1833. 

The  arguments  used  upon  the  appeal  were  to  the  same 
effect  as  those  which  had  been  urged  in  the  Court 
below. 

Sir  C  WethereU  and  Mr.  Wakefield^  for  the  heiress  at 
law. 

Mr.  Spence  and  Mr.  Walker^  Mr.  Tinney  and  Mr. 
Richards^  Mr.  Knight  Bruce^  Mr.  Parker^  Mr.  Teed^ 
Mr.  BogerSf  Mr.  BetheU^  and  Mr.  Hill^  for  other  par- 
ties. 


The  Lord  Chancellor. 

Three  questions  were  raised  on  this  appeal.   The  first 
was.  Whether  the  furniture  and  effects  in  the  copyhold 
premises  were  bequeathed  with  the  copyhold  premises 
for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  to  whom  the  copyhold  pre- 
mises were  devised  ?     I  think  not.     They  are  included 
in  the  devise  to  the  trustees ;  but  the  trusts  are  declared 
only  of  "  the  hereditaments  aforesaid/'  and  of  *'  the  rents, 
issues,  and  profits  thereof;"  and  the  power  of  sale  is 
given,  not  to  the  personal  representatives,  but  to  the 
heirs  and  assigns  of  the  survivor  of  the  trustees.    It  is 

M  m  2  probable 
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18S8.  probable  that  the  testatrix  intended  that  the  furniture 
and  effects  shoold  accompany  the  copyholds ;  but  she  has 
omitted  to  declare  such  to  be  her  intention.  I  am  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  they  are  not  included  in  the  ffSi. 

The  second  question  is,  Whether  the  ultimate  devise 
of  the  premises  in  LitOe  Queen  Street  be  void,  either 
under  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  or  for  uncertainty  ?  The 
earnestness  with  which  the  point  was  pressed  at  the 
Bar  by  very  eminent  and  learned  counsel,  has  induced 
roe  to  devote  more  consideration  to  the  subject  than  I 
should  have  thought  necessary  from  any  difficulty  I 
have  felt  upon  the  point  itself.  The  devise  is  to  trustees 
to  keep  in  repair  the  premises,  and,  subject  thereto,  to 
pay  the  rents  to  the  testatrix's  sister.  Maty  Lmellj  during 
her  life,  and  after  her  decease,  in  trust  to  dispose  of  and 
divide  the  same  unto  and  amongst  her  partners  who 
should  be  in  copartnership  with  her  at  the  time  of  her 
decease,  or  to  whom  she  might  have  disposed  of  her 
business,  in  such  shares  and  proportions  as  her  trustees 
should  think  fit  and  deem  advisable. 

She  gave  her  stock  in  trade  to  her  executors  to  sdl, 
but  with  liberty  for  her  partners,  or  the  persons  who 
should  be  entitled  to  her  freehold  premises  under  her 
will,  to  purchase  the  same  at  a  valuation. 

She  gave  the  residue  of  her  personal  estate  amongst 
certain  of  her  nephews  and  nieces ;  but  provided  that 
such  of  her  nephews  as  should  be  entitled  to  any  bene- 
ficial interest  in  her  freehold  premises  under  her  will; 
should  have  only  one  half  of  the  shares  of  the  others* 

Upon  the  first  head  of  objection,  namely,  the  Statute 
of  Frauds,  it  was  argued  that  the  will  contained  no  dis- 
position of  itself,  but  that  it  was  a  reservation  to  the 
testatrix  of  the  power  of  completing  the  devise  by  in- 
vesting 
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vesting  the  intended  devisee  with  the  character  de-  1888. 
scribed  In  the  will,  and  that  Habergkam  v.  Vincent  (a) 
was  in  point  in  support  of  that  proposition.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  two  cases  is,  that  the  will  in  Haberg^ 
ham  Y.  Vincent  contamed  no  devise  of  the  remainder; 
it  only  declared  that  the  remainder  should  be  for  such 
persons  and  for  such  estates  as  the  testator  should,  by 
any  deed  or  ins'trument  attested  by  two  witnesses,  ap- 
point, lliis  was  no  disposition  of  the  property;  hut  a 
reservation  by  will,  inoperative  till  the  testator's  death, 
of  a  power  to  dispose,  in  his  lifetime,  of  freehold  pro- 
perty, by  an  instrument  not  attested  according  to  the 
Statute  of  Frauds. 

In  the  present  case,  the  disposition  is  complete.  The ' 
devisee,  indeed,  is  to  be  ascertained  by  a  description 
OHitained  in  the  will;  but  such  is  the  case  with  many 
unquestionable  devises.  A  devise  to  a  second  or  third 
son,  perhaps  unborn  at  the  time-*- many  contingent  de- 
vises— all  shifting  clauses— -are  instances  of  devises  to 
devisees  who  are  to  be  ascertained  by  future  events  and 
contingencies;  but  such  persons  may  be  ascertained, 
not  only  by  future  natural  events  and  contingencies, 
but  by  acts  of  third  persons.  Suppose  a  father,  having 
two  sons,  and  having  a  relation  who  has  a  power  of 
appointing  an  estate  to  some  one  of  them,  makes  his 
will,  and  gives  his  own  estate  to  such  one  of  his  sons  as 
shall  not  be  the  appointee  of  the  other  estate  —  or  with  a 
shifting  clause.  Here  the  act  of  the  donee  of  the  power 
is  to  decide  who  shall  take  the  father's  estate;  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Statute  of  Frauds  to  prevent 
this,  because  the  devise  by  the  will  is  complete,  £hat  is, 
the  disposition  is  complete  —  the  intention  is  fully  de- 
clared, though  the  object  to  take  remains  uncertain. 
If  the  subsequent  act  removing  that  uncertainty,  and 

/ 
{aS  S  Ve§.  juD«  204.;  and  4  Bro.  C  C.  355. 
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1838.       fixing  the  identity  of  the  devisee,  were  to  be  considered 
^^V^^    as  testamentary,  in  the  case  abo?e  supposed,  the  donee 
«.  of  the  power  would  be  making  or  completing  the  will  of 

BAaooK.  ^Q  father,  that  is,  one  man  would  be  making  another 
man's  will.  The  act,  therefore^  is  not  testamentaiy; 
and,  if  not,  then  why  should  not  the  act  be  the  act  of 
the  testator  himself?  It  is  objected  to  upon  the  ground 
of  its  being  testamentary ;  but  if  it  be  not  testamentary 
when  done  by  a  stranger,  it  cannot  be  so  when  done  by 
the  testator*  If  it  were  otherwise,  a  testator  could  not 
devise  lands,  or  give  legacies  charged  upon  land,  to 
such  person  as  might  be  his  wife  at  his  death  —  to  such 
children  as  he  might  have  -—  or  to  such  servant  as  he 
might  have  in  his  service  at  hb  death.  The  cases  of 
char^g  legacies  generally  by  a  will,  and  naming  lega* 
tees  by  an  unattested  instrument,  carry  this  principle  to 
the  greatest  length,  because  the  subsequent  act  ascer* 
taining  the  party  to  take  is  also  testamentary ;  but  that 
rule  is  recognised  by  Lord  Boidyn  in  Habergham  v. 
Vincent ;  and  Sir  fV.  Grants  in  Bose  v.  Cunyngkame  {a\ 
explains  it  upon  the  principle  I  have  adverted  to.  He 
says  the  will  creates  the  charge;  it  is  only  necessary  to 
shew  that  there  is  a  legacy ;  for  the  moment  that  char 
racter  is  shewn  to  belong  to  the  demand,  you  shew  that 
it  is  already  charged  upon  the  land :  and  hb  deci^on  in 
that  case  marked  the  dbtinction,  for  the  testator  did  not 
charge  hb  legacies  by  hb  will,  and  name  the  legatee  by 
a  codicil;  but  he  devised  hb  estate  to  pay  such  l^pcies 
as  he  should  bequeath  to  be  paid  out  of  hb  estate;  and 
afterwards,  by  an  unattested  codicil,  attempted  to  charge 
a  legacy  upon  the  estate ;  which  Sir  W.  Grant  held  he 
could  not  do,  because,  not  only  b  the  legatee  to  be 
found  in  the  codicil,  but  the  will  to  make  the  charge — 
that  not  being  to  be  found  in  the  will.  I  think,  there- 
fore, the  objection  upon  the  ground  of  the  Statute  of 
Frauds  cannot  be  supported. 

Then 
(a)  12  Vet,  29.    See  p.  38. 
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Then  as  to  the  uncertaintyi  I  think  the  facts  stated  1888. 
in  the  Master's  report,  clearly  bring  the  parties  within 
the  description  in  the  will.  The  testatrix,  being  desirous 
of  herself  retiring  from  business,  and  having  nephews 
and  nieces,  some  of  whom  had  been  her  partners,  gives 
up  the  business  to  four,  some  of  whom  had  been  her 
partners,  and  others  whom  she  then  introduced,  and 
gives  to  the  four  stock  in  trade  to  the  amount  of  1000/. ; 
and,  by  circulars,  introduces  to  her  former  connection 
these  four  persons,  whom  she  calls  her  successors.  These 
certainly  are  persons  to  whom  she  had  disposed  of  her 
business  within  the  meaning  of  the  will. 

Another  question  of  some  difficulty  remains;  namely, 
as  to  the  2000/.  This  sum  was  due  upon  a  promissory 
note  of  other  persons,  having  two  years  to  run.  The 
testatrix  specially  endorsed  it  to  Sarah  Sargon^  a  married 
woman,  for  her  sole  use  and  benefit,  independent  of  her 
husband,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  her  to 
present  to  either  branch  of  the  testatrix's  family,  any 
portion  of  the  principal  or  interest  thereon,  as  she  might 
consider  most  prudent  It  was  not  contended  4hat  this 
constituted  a  trust  which  could  be  executed.  It  was, 
therefore,  either  an  absolute  gift  to  Mrs.  Sar^rif  or,  be- 
ing for  a  purpose  w.hich  fails,  it  reverts  to  the  original 
owner,  and  so  constitutes  part  of  her  estate.  Except  for 
the  words  ^^  her  sole  use  and  benefit,"  this  would  have 
been,  no  doubt,  an  assignment  for  the  express  purpose  of 
enabling  the  assignee  to  bestow  the  property  upon  another, 
and  would  hardly  be  contended  to  be  a  gift  for  her  own 
benefit  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  words  are  not  **  for 
ber  awn  use  and  benefit,"  as  in  Wood  v.  Cox  (a),  which  was 
referred  to,  but  '*for  her  sole  use  and  benefit,  independent 
of  her  husband,"  apparently  meaning  not  to  describe  an 

extent 

(a)  8  Mtflne^  Crvt;,  684. 
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1838.  ^  extent  or  quality  of  beneficial  interest,  but  to  mark  the 
character  in  which  the  donee  was  to  hold  the  property, 
namely,  as  a  feme  sole,  and  not  as  dependent  upon  her 
husband.  The  latter  part  of  this  paper  strongly  con- 
firms the  character  of  trust,  which  I  think  belongs  to 
the  part  I  have  already  considered.  It  provides  that  in 
the  event  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sargofij  the  author  of  the 
gift  by  that  ^^  bequest"  empowered  her  to  dispose  of 
the  said  sum  of  2000/.  and  interest,  by  will  or  deed,  to 
those  of  either  branch  of  the  family  she  mi^t  con- 
sider most  deserving.  If  the  gift  had  been  intended  fiir 
the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Sargon^  with  only  an  intimation  of  a 
wish  in  favour  of  others,  not  amounting  to  a  trust,  this 
power  to  dispose  of  it  by  deed  or  will  was  wholly  use- 
less, being  necessarily  incident  to  the  gift;  but,  if  Mr& 
Sargon  was  to  be  merely  the  donee  of  a  discretionary 
power  in  favour  of  others—- the  mere  depositary  of  a  dis- 
cretion to  be  personally  exercised  ^— then  it  was  natural 
and  proper  to  specify  that  such  power  and  discretion 
might  be  exercised  by  deed  or  will. 

I  thought  that' the  gift  in  Wood  v.  Cor,  was  not  a  gift' 
upon  trust,  but  a  gift  subject  to  a  charge.  This,  on  the 
contrary,  I  think  is  a  gift  upon  trust;  and  that*— the 
trust  failing,  —  the  property  constitutes  part  of  the  tes- 
tatrix's estate. 

The  revoked  codicil  of  1829,  stated  in  the  report,  can- 
not, I  think,  be  looked  at  for  the  purpose  of  construing 
this  instrument  of  I8S2. 

The  result  is,  that  I  concur,  as  to  all  the  points  ob- 
jected to,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

The  petition  of  appeal  must  therefore  be  dismissed 
with  costs. 
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BETWEEN  ^^'  *•  ^^' 

HENRY  DESBOROUGH,      -  -  Plaintiff, 

'  AND 

Sir  WILLIAM  RAWLINS,  Knight,  JOHN  RI- 
CHARDS, HENRY  PORTER  SMITH,  AL- 
BERT WILLIAM  BEETHAM,  and  FRANCIS 
BEETHAM,  -  -  -  Defendants. 

npHE  bill  was  filed  by  the  Plaintiff,  as  representing  A  bill  filed  by 
-*■    the  Atlas  Insurance  Company,  against  the  De-  a  llfcTi^ainst^ 

fendants  Sir  IV.  Raxdins  and  John  Bichards^  as  two  of  the  insured, 
___,,_  ^  »  J   to  which  the 

the  directors  of  the  Eagle  Insurance  Company,  and  solicitor  of 

against  the  Defendant  Smith  as  the  actuary,  and  the  ^^™'^  ^ 

Defendants  the  Beethams,  as  the  solicitors,  of  that  com-  a  Defendant, 

pany ;  and  prayed  that  a  policy  of  insurance,  effected  by  ^^^^!^^ 

the  Eagle  Company  in  the  names  of  the  Defendants,  day,  an  agent 

Sir  W.  Rawlins  and  Richards,  with  the  Atlas  Company,  J^^i  wh"om"^' 

uDon  the  life  of  one  John  Cochrane,  might  be  declared  the  insured 

,,,,,,,.,  ,  wished  to 

fraudulent  and  void,  and  be  delivered  up  to  be  can-  effect  an  in. 

celled;  and  that  the  Eagle  Company,  and  the  Defend-  J^f^^^^^*" 

ants  Smith  and  the  Beethams,  might  be  ordered  to  pay  of  the  insured, 

the  costs  of  the  suit,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  proceed-  ^ent°|ha?the 

inirs  on  the  policy  might  be  restrained.  life  was  bad, 

o  r       ./       o  handing  to 

Th  ^"^^  agent  at 
^  "^  the  same  time 
an  unfavour- 
able medical  report  upon  the  life.  The  Defendant,  the  solicitor  of  the  insured,  was 
present  at  this  interview,  but  in  his  answer  to  the  bill  refused  to  state  what  passed, 
because  he  was  then  the  solicitor  and  attorney,  and  was  present  as  the  solicitor  and 
attorney  of  the  insured,  and  acquired  his  information,  touching  the  matters  which 
lie  refused  to  answer,  solely  from  the  fact  of  hb  beinc  present  at  the  time,  in  the 
capacity  of  solicitor  and  attorney,  and  professional  and  confidential  adviser  of  the 
insured: 

Held,  that  this  answer  was  insufficient. 

Principles  upon  which  some  communications  are  held  to  be  privileged  from 
disclosure. 
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I8S8.  The  bill  stated,  amongst  other  things,  that,  in  the 

^^^^^„    month  o(  September  18S4,  and  before  the  time  at  which 
9.  the  policy  in  question  was  eflected,  a  proposal  was  made 

Rawuns.  j^y  ^^  Defendant  SmitA,  on  behalf  of  the  Eagle  Com* 
pany,  to  the  Economic  Insurance  Company,  for  an  in- 
sarance  by  them  upon  Cochran^s  life,  for  the  sum  of 
4000A,  and  that,  after  some  negotiation,  Mr.  Traverse 
the  medical  officer  of  the  Economic  Company,  was  de- 
sired by  them  to  see  Cochrane ;  which  he  accordingly 
did,  on  the  20th  o{  September  18S4 ;  and  that  he  also  had 
an  interview  with  one  Mr.  Bennett  respecting  Cochran^s 
health  and.  habits ;  and  that,  on  the  same  day  (viz.  the 
20th  of  September  1834}  he  wrote  and  sent  to  Mr. 
KnowleSf  the  managing  director- of  the  Economic  Com- 
pany, a  letter,  which  was  set  out  in  the  bill,  and  which 
contained  a  report  upon  Cochrane  which  was,  in  some 
respects,  unfavourable. 

The  bill  then  alleged  that,  on  Monday^  the  22d  of 
September  1834*,  IVir.  DoacneSf  the  actuary  of  the  Eco- 
nomic Company,  called  at  the  office  of  the  Eagle  Com- 
pany, taking  with  him  Mr.  Traverses  letter,  and  that  he 
then  had  an  interview  with  the  Defendant  Smithy  and 
told  him  that  the  Economic  Company  had  had  an  un- 
favourable report  of  Cochrane^  and  would  refuse  the  pro- 
posed insurance  on  his  life,  and  that  be  (Mr.  Downes) 
thought  it  right  to  apprize  the  Eagle  Company  of  it  im- 
mediately, and  in  candour  to  shew  them  Mr.  Traver^s 
letter,  which  was  the  reason  of  the  refusal ;  and  that 
Mr.  Downes  then  handed  Mr.  Traverses  letter  to  the 
Defendant  Smithy  by  whom  it  was  perused,  and  returned 
to  Mr.  Downes,  who  thereupon  went  back  to  the  Eco^ 
nomic  Office,  and  wrote  and  sent  to  the  Eagle  Company 
a  formal  letter,  rejecting  the  proposed  insurance  oa 
Cockrane's  life. 

The 
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The  answer  of  tRe  Defendants,  the  Beethams^  stated        1838. 
that,  althoQffhr  when  the  transactions  mentioned  in  the  J*^*^^^"*^^ 

DXSBOROtJGR 

bill  took  place,  they  were  the  solicitors  and  attorneys  «. 

of  die  EagU  Company,  yet  that  they  had  since  ceased  to     ^^'^""■^ 
be  such  solicitors  and  attorneys,  and  that  they  had  deli** 
vered  up  to  the  present  solicitors  and  attorneys  of  that 
company  all  books  and  papers  which  they  had  formerly 
in  their  possession,  containing  entries  relating  to  the 
matters  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  had  taken  a  receipt 
oontaining  a  list  of  the  book^  and  papers  given  up ;  and 
it  submitted  that,  even  if  they  could  set  forth  a  list  of  all  * 
8och  books  and  papers  as  was  required,  or  could  set 
forth  the  purport  of  the  entries  inquired  after,  they 
ought  not  so  to  do,  inasmuch  as  the  books  and  papers 
in  question  had  been  in  their  possession  as  the  soli*- 
eitors  and  attorneys  of  the  Ec^le  Company ;   and  it 
stated  that  some  one  or  two  days  before  the  24th  of 
September  1834*,  an  interview  took  place  between  Donsmes 
and  Smithy  at  the  oiSice  of  the  Eagle  Company  where 
Dowries  called :  and  then  it  contained  the  following  pas- 
sage:— *'But  they,  these  Defendants,  refuse  to  answer 
or  to  discover,  and  set  forth,  whether  at  such  time  as  last 
mentioned,  when  the  said  Mr.  Dawnes  did  call  at  the 
office  of  the  said  Eagle  Company,  he  did,  at  such  time, 
take  with  him  the  aforesaid  letter  of  the  said  Mr.  Trovers; 
and  whether  the  said  Mr.  Dowries  did,  at  the  interview 
with  the  said  Mr.  Dowries  and  the  said  Henry  Porter 
Smithf  make  such  statements  and  give  such  information 
to  the  said  Henry  Porter  Smith  as  thereinbefore  in 'that 
behalf  in  the  said  bill  particularly  alleged,  and  did  then 
make  any  other  and  what  statements  relative  to  the  mat- 
ters in  the  said  bill  mentioned,  to  the  like  or  to  any  other 
or  what  purport  or  effect;  and  whether  the  said  Mr. 
Dawnes  did  then,  after  any  statement,  hand  over  to  the 
said  Henry  Porter  Smith  the  aforesaid  letter  of  the  said 
Mr.  Trovers;  and  whether  the  said  Henry  Porter  Smith 
did  take  and  peruse  the  aforesaid  letter;  but  this  De- 
fendant^ 


Dbsbobough 
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1838.       fendant,  Francis  Beethamf  for  himtelf  saith,  and  this 
other  Defendant  saith  he  believes  the  same  to  be  true, 
«.  that  this  Defendant,  Francis  Beetham^  was  the  only  per- 

son present  at  the  said  interview  between  the  said  Mr. 
Dcnones  and  the  said  Henry  Porter  Smith.  And  these 
Defendants  do  so  refuse  to  answer  and  set  forth,  because 
they  say  that,  long  before  and  on  the  said  S2d  day  of 
September  1834,  they,  these  Defendants,  were  the  soli- 
citors and  attorneys,  and  the  professional  and  confidential 
advisers,  of  the  said  Ei^le  Company,  and  that  this  De- 
fendant, Francis  Beethantj  was  present  at  the  aforesaid 
interview  as  the  solicitor  and  attorney  and  professional 
adviser  of  the  said  Eagle  Company,  and  acquired  his 
information  touching  all  and  singular  the  matters  and 
things  which  these  Defendants  have  as  aforesaid  refused 
to  answer  and  discover  and  set  forth,  solely  and  only 
from  the  fact  of  his  being  present  at  the  time  in  bis 
capacity  of  such  solicitor  and  attorney  and  professional 
and  confidential  adviser;  and  these  Defendants  humbly 
submit  that  they  are  not  bound  therefore  to  answer  all 
or  any  of  such  matters  and  things/' 

The  Plaintiff  having  excepted  to  this  answer  for  in- 
sufficiency, the  Master  allowed  the  exceptions,  so  iar  as 
they  related  to  the  parts  of  the  answer  above  referred 
to ;  but,  upon  exceptions  to  the  Master's  report  being 
taken,  and  argued  before  the  Master  of  the  RoUs,  his 
Lordship  allowed  them ;  and  thus,  in  effect,  overruled 
the  Plaintiff's  exceptions  to  the  answer. 

The  Plaintiff  now  appealed  from  the  order  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  James  Russell^  in  support  of 
thd  appeal,  cited  Parkhurst  v.  Lxmten  [a)^  Williams  v. 

Mundiey 

(a)  2  Swanti,  194. 
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Mundie  (a),  Phillipps  on  Evidence  {b\  Greejiough  v.  GaS'        18S8. 
keU  {c)j  Bramwell  v.  Lucas  (d),  Sawyer  v.  Birchmore*  {e)      n^^^^^^ 

p. 
Mr.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  W.  Hislap  Clarke,  contra,  cited  R^^^**- 
Greenough  v.  Gaskell  {g),  Purcell  v.  Macnamara  (A), 
Bobson  V.  Bhkey  (i),  Paxton  v.  Douglas  (i),  Thorpe  v, 
Macatdey  (Oi  G^nn  v.  Houston  {m),  Wheatley  v.  W^i^ 
/lam^  (n),  Turquand  v.  Knight  (o),  Bex  v.  Withers  (/)), 
Z>oe  rf^m.  Shellard  v.  Harris,  (q) 

Mr.  Wigram,  in  reply. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

Since  this  case  was  before  me  the  other  day,  I  have 
looked  not  only  at  all  th^  cases  which  were  then  cited 
in  the  argument,  but  also  at  several  which  were  not 
cited. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  now 
lay  down  any  rule  as  to  the  length  to  which  the  privilege 
should  extend.  It  would  not  be  very  easy  to  do  so, 
consbtendy  with  the  cases ;  but  I  am  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  Defendant  clearly  brings  himself  within  thepri- 
vil^e ;  for  a  Defendant  who  relies  upon  the  privilege, 
is  undoubtedly  bound  to  bring  himself  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly within  it  Now,  the  situation  of  the  parties  is  very 
material  to  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  doctrine 
on  this  subject,  which  is  laid  down  in  all  the  cases. 

This 

(a)  1  i2y.  4-  Mo.  54.  (t)  5  Esp,  S2. 

(i)  VoLi.  p.  173.  et  teq.  8th  {k)  19  Vei.  225. 

edit.  (/)  5  Mad.  218. 

(c)  1  Mfflneif  Keen  J  98.  (w)  1  Keen^SfB. 

(rf)  S  Bam.  4-  Crest.  745. ;  see  (n)  1  Meet.  4r  W.  535. 

p.  748.  (o)  2  Meet,  ig  W.  98. 

(tf)  3  Mylne  4r  Keen,  572.  (p)  2  Campb.  578. 

(g)  1  M^ne  i  Keen,  98.  {q)  5  Car.  <J  Payne,  552.     . 

[h)  Wigram  on  Discovery,  209. 
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1838.       with  a  view  to  obtaining  his  legal  advice.    That  is  un* 
^"^"^^^^"^^     doubtedly  the  same  ground  upon  which  I  held,  in  Strnf/er 
V.  V.  Birchmore  {a\  that  a  solicitor,  when  examined  as  a 

Rawluis.  ^mess^  was  bound  to  produce  letters  communicated  to 
him  from  collateral  quarters,  and  to  answer  questions 
seeking  information  as  to  matters  of  fact,  as  distinguished 
from  confidential  communications :  and  I  so  decided,  not 
on  the  authority  of  Bramwell  v.  Lucas  only,  but  I  dis- 
tinctly referred  to  SpenceUy  v.  Schuienburgh.  In  Sawj^er 
V.  Birchmore  the  question  arose  as  to  a  solicitor  being 
bound  to  disclose  the  circumstances  of  certain  transac* 
tions  in  which  he  had  been  concerned  as  solicitor.  I  was 
of  opinion  that  the  facts  were  not  sufficiently  brought 
before  me  to  shew  that  they  were  privileged ;  and  find- 
ing it  laid  down  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  that 
communications  are  not  privileged,  if  coming  from  dny 
other  quarter,  but  that  they  would  be,  if  they  came  from 
the  client,  I  found  that  a  case  might  exist  in  which  many 
papers  in  a  solicitoi-'s  hands  would  not  be  privileged.  It 
was  precisely  the  same  in  Spenceley  v.  Schuienburgh ;  I 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  facts  did  not  bring  the  case 
within  the  privilege  applicable  to  confidential  communi- 
cations. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Lord 
Brougham  in  Greenough  v.  Gaskell  inconsistent  with 
this ;  and  the  only  observation  is,  not  that  the  doctrine 
laid  down  was  wrong,  but  that  there  might  be  a  ques* 
tion  how  far  the  facts  were  sufficient  to  entitle  the  Court 
to  apply  the  doctrine  to  the  facts.  There,  Gaskell  was 
employed  as  solicitor  by  a  person  named  DarwelL  He 
had  advanced  money  for  his  principal  upon  the  securi^ 
of  a  promissory  note  given  on  behalf  o^  his  principal  by 
the  Plaintifis ;  and  the  question  was,  whether  GaskeU 

bad 
C^}  5  Afyittc  4*  Keen,  572. 
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had  not  induced  the  makers  of  die  note  to  give  it,        1838* 
and  whether  he  had  not  fraudulently  concealed  from    ^^^^^^'^"^ 

*^  I^EBBOaOUOH 

tbem  the  fact  that  his  principal  was  insolvent     He  v. 

put  in  an  answer,  in  which  h^  denied  that  the  note  "^'^""■^ 
had  been  given  by  the  Plaintifis  at  his  instance;  but 
he  admitted  that  he  had  been  aware  of  his  client's 
circumstances  at  the  time  in  question,  and  he  also  ad- 
mitted the  possession  of  books,  papers,  and  letters  re« 
lating  to  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  bill :  and  he  set 
forth  a  list  c^them  in  a  schedule;  stating,  however,  that 
the  entries  in  the  books  were  made,  and  the  papers  and 
letters  written  and  received  by  him  in  his  capacity  of  con- 
fidential solicitor  for  his  client.  Lord  Brougham  refused 
to  order  the  books,  papei*s,  and  letters  to  be  produced. 

As  to  many  of  those  papers,  undoubtedly  the  privi- 
lege would  supply*  It  did  not  appear  to  me  at  the 
time  (a),  nor  does  it  now  appear  to  me,  that  there  might 
not  be  papers  to  which  that  privilege  would  not  apply. 
The  Defendant,  the  solicitor,  stating  what  he  did,  I 
should  doubt  whether  the  Court  would  not  call  on  him 
to  set  out  the  papers  in  particular,  and  to  give  them  ia 
more  detail.  It  is,  however,  not  at  all  essential  to  go 
further  into  the  examination  of  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  that  case,  for  it  is  quite  clear  that  Lord 
Brougham  intended  to  lay  down  the  rule  as  he  found  it 
laid  down  in  all  the  cases ;  and  his  only  observations 
upon  BraraweU  v.  Lucas  had  reference  to  the  facts  of 
that  case. 

Such  being  the  rule,  the  only  question  is,  whether 
the  Defendant  in  the  present  case  has  used  such  words 
in  his  answer  as  clearly  and  distinctly  to  bring  himself 
within  it. 

Now 
(a)  The  Lord  Chancellor  was  counsel  in  the  case. 

Vol.  III.  N  n 
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18SS.  Now  the  very  first  question  is  one  which  I  should 

D^^oRouoH    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  diflBcult  for  him  to  protect  himself  from 
r.  answering,  for  he  says  Daomes  came  to  the  ofBce,  but  he 

RAWUNS4  objecjg  tQ  s^tg  whether  he  came  with  a  particular 
letter  in  his  hand ;  and  thefi,  upon  reading  the  terms 
in  which  the  Defendant  has  put  his  refusal  to  an- 
«  swer,  the  first  observation  which  suggests  itself  is, 
that  if  the  reasons  which  he  gives  for  that  refusal  be 
goodj  it  is  quite  clear  tliat  the  decision  in  SpenceUy  v. 
Schulenburgh  [a)  was  wrong ;  for  the  party  for  whom  the 
witness  in  that  case  was  solicitor,  and  the  party  with 
whom  he  was  dealing,  were  opposed  to  each  other.  On 
one  side  a  person  comes  on  the  part  of  the  Plainti^ 
and  brings  to  the  Defendant's  solicitor  a  certain  paper, 
the  contents  of  which  the  Defendant's  solicitor  is  called 
upon  to  prove ;  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  said 
that  the  privilege  was  restricted  to  communications, 
whether  oral  or  written,  from  the  client  to  his  attorney, 
and  could  not  extend  to  adverse  proceedings  communis 
cated  to  him,  as  attorney  in  the  cause,  from  the  opposite 
party,  in  the  disclosure  of  which  there  could  be  no  breach 
of  confidence. 

Suppose  that  it  had  been  to  or  from  Beetham  per- 
sonally that  the  letter  had  been  communicated,  the 
case  would  be  exactly  within  Spenceley  v.  Schulenburgh  ; 
and  the  question  would  be,  whether  die  solicitor,  to 
whom,  as  solicitor,  the  communication  was  made,  would 
be  entitled  to  withhold  it.  The  Court  of  King's  Bencli 
said  he  would  not,  because  it  was  not  confidential  be* 
tween  himself  and  the  party  for  whom  be  was  solicitor. 

As  to  all  the  rest,  I  dare  say  this  gentleman  intended 
it  to  be  supposed  that  the  words  were  used  in  their 

ordinary 

(a)  7  East,  55*!. 
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ordinary  sense.     He  has  not  pledged  his  oath  to  the        1838. 
circumstances  under  which  he  obtained  the   inform-   ,^^"^^^^*^^ 

liBtBOROOOH 

ation,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  shew  ^hat  it  is  to  be  con-  r. 

sidered  privileged.  ,  Rawuni. 

It  may  be  that  the  Defendant  {Francis  Beetham)  was 
present  accidentally,  and  so  heard  what  passed;  but  at 
all  events  those  who  claim  the  privilege  are  bound  to 
bring  their  case  within  it.  I  cannot  say,  till  I  have 
learned  how  the  Defendant  came  to  be  present,  who 
sent  for  him,  and  so  forth,  whether  the  communication 
was  privileged. 

I  say  nothing  as  to  what  the  result  will  be  when 
the  circumstances  shall  be  more  distinctly  stated.  The 
question  I  have  to  decide  is,  whether  the  Defendants 
have  on  their  answer  protected  themselves  from  the 
discovery :  and  I  think  that  they  have  not 

As  to  whether  they  were  properly  made  Defendants, 
I  cannot  enter  into  that  question,  because  I  find  them 
Defendants;  and  the  only  question  before  me  is,  whether 
being  Defendants,  they  have  put  in  a  sufficient  answer : 
bat  I  trust  that  nothing  I  say  in  this  or  in  any  other 
case  will  tend  to  promote  the  practice  of  making  wit- 
nesses Defendants  to  a  suit. 

Exceptions  to  the  Master's  report  over-ruled. 


Nn  2 
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June  16.  ADAMS  V.  FISHER. 

A  Pluntifi;  as  FI^HE  amended  bill,  which  was  filed  by  John  Adams 

OTwenutivcof  **  administrator  (with  the  will  annexed)  of  J3kn 

adeceasedtes-  CoUingridge^  against  William  Fisher  and  John  Thomas 

by  his  bill,  that  Pinckard  (in  the  bill  called  ITumas  Pinckard\  as  per- 

F,,  a  D©-         sonal  representative  of  John  Pinckard^  stated  CoUing- 
fendant,  had  .        .„  ,  1.11^^1..^  #.    l 

acted  as  his      ridge^s  will,  under  which  the  Plaintiff  was  one  of  the 

had*^\^'that      ^^^^  persons  to  whom  the  residue  of  the  money  to  arise 

character,  re-    from  the  sale  and  conversion  of  his  real  and  personal 

sumstn*"^"*  estate  was  given;  and  stated  that  the  Defendant  Rsker 

account  of  the  had,  in  the  course  of  his  employment  by  the  Plaintiff  as 

estate,  for         his   attorney  and  solicitor,  received  various  sums  of 

which  he  had    money  on  account  of  Cdlingridse^s  estate,  for  which  he 

not  accounted  ^  -o      o  » 

to  him;  and      had  never  accounted :  that  the  Plaintiff  had  lately  dis- 

he  had  fatdy  covered,  as  the  fact  was,  that  Fisher,  several  y«irs  ago, 

discovered,  as  prevailed  upon  the  Plaintiff,  and  the  several  persons 

that  the  D^  entitled  under  CoUingridgis  will,  to  execute  some  power 

fendant  F,  of  attorney  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  John  Pinckard^ 

time  since  authorising  him   to  get  in  CoUingridg^s  outstanding 

£i^''*the"^°  personal 

Plaintiff)  to  execute  a  power  of  attorney  to  P.,  authorising  him  (P.)  to  get  in  the 
testator's  estate,  and  to  employ  another  attorney  under  him ;  and  the  PlainUff 
chareed,  that  this  power  ot  attorney  was  a  contrivance  between  F,  and  P.,  to 
enable  F.  to  receive  the  assets  without  being  liable  to  account  to  the  Plaintiff;  and 
that  fraudulent  misrepresentations,  on  P.*s  part,  accompanied  the  execution  of  the 
power  of  attorney ;  and  that  the  Defendants  had  in  their  possession  books  and 
papers  relating  to  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  by  which  the  truth  of  such 
matters  would  appear. 

The  Defendant  P.,  by  his  answer,  set  out  a  power  of  attorney  from  the  Pluntiff 
to  P.,  authorising  him  (P.)  to  get  in  the  testator's  estate,  and  to  employ  an  at- 
torney under  him;  and  stated  that  he  (F.)  had  never  been  employed  by  the 
Plaintiff,  but  had  been  employed,  as  an  attorney  and  solicitor,  solely  by  P.,  acting 
under  the  power  of  attorney;  and  had,  in  the  course  of  such  employment,  received 
various  sums  on  account  of  the  testator's  estate,  for  which  he  had  duly  accounted 
to  P.  He  denied  the  charges  of  contrivance  and  misrepresentation.  He  admitted 
the  possession  of  certain  documents  relating  to  the  testator's  estate  and  nffiuri;  but 
submitted  that  he  was  not  bound  to  produce  them,  and  that  he  was  not  accountable 
to  the  Plaintiff. 

Held,  that  P.  could  not  be  compelled  to  produce  the  documents  admitted  to  be 
in  his  poweiaion. 
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personal  estate,  and  to  employ  another  attorney  under  1838. 
him,  and  to  stand  possessed  of  the  money  to  be  re** 
ceived  upon  trust  for  the  Plaintiff  and  the  several 
persons  executing  the  power  of  attorney:  and  that 
Fisher  paid  some  part  of  the  moneys  received  by  him  to 
John  Pinckard:  and  that  John  Pinckard  was  now  dead, 
and  that  the  Defendant  Thomas  Pinckard  had  become 
his  personal  representative : 

That  the  Defendants  had  received,  or  got  into  their 
possession,  divers  title-deeds,  and  muniments  of  tide. be* 
longing  to  the  unsold  parts  of  the  estates  of  the  tes- 
tator, and  which,  by  his  will,  were  directed  to  be  sold ; 
and  also  divers  securities  for  money  due  to  the  estate 
of  the  testator,  and  divers  other  papers  relating  to 
his  affairs;  and  also  the  power  of  attorney  to  John 
Pinckard: 

That  the  Defendants  refused  to  comply  with  the 
Plaintiff's  applications  for  an  account  and  payment,  and 
delivery  of  the  deeds  and  papers ;  sometimes  pretending 
and  alleging  that  Fisher  was  employed  by  John  Pinck^ 
ard  merely,  as  his  solicitor,  under  the  power  of  attorney, 
and  that  he  (Fisher)  has  duly  accounted  to  him  for  the 
trustp-moneys,  as  his  employer;  whereas  the  Plaintiff 
charged  that  John  Pinckard  was  a  friend  and  client  of 
Fishery  and  that  the  obtaining  of  the  power  of  attorney 
to  him  was  a  mere  contrivance  on  the  part  of  Fisher  to 
get  possession  of  the  trust-moneys  in  such  a  manner 
that  he  might  not  be  liable  to  account  to  the  Plaintiff 
or  any  other  person  interested  therein;  and  in  which 
contrivance  John  Pinckard  concurred  and  consented,  as 
the  same  would  appear,  if  the  DefendanU  would  produce 
and  set  forth  the  accounts  and  documents  thereinafter 
required  to  be  produced  and  set  forth :  and  as  further 
evidence  thereof  the  Plaintiff  charged  that  the  Defendant 
Nn  3  Fisher 
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I  18d8«  Puiher  bad  applied  or  retdned  the  greater  part  of  the 
moneys  so  received  by  him  in  payment  ofhis  bills  of  costs 
^  incarred  in  obtaining  the  same,  and  without  such  bilk 
ever  having  been  taxed;  and  the  Plaintiff  charged  that 
the  same  ought  to  have  been  and  ought  still  to  be  taxed, 
and  that  it  was  a  breach  of  trust  in  John  Pinckard  to 
permit  Fisher  to  retain  or  pay  himself  the  whole  amooot 
of  his  bills  of  costs  without  taxing  the  same,  and  with- 
out once  ever  having  requested  that  the  same  should 
be  taxed :  that  Pinckard  was,  as  such  trustee,  under  the 
power  of  attorney  to  him,  and  that  his  estate  was  still, 
liable  to  account  to  the  Pldntiff  for  all  the  moneys  so 
received  by  Fisher;  and  that  Fisher  was,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances therein-beibre  stated,  also  liable  to  account 
for  the  same :  and  as  further  evidence  of  the  matters  afore* 
said,  the  Plaintiff  charged  that  the  power  of  attorney,  so 
executed  by  him  and  the  other  persons,  was,  at  the  time 
of  the  execution  thereof,  represented  to  the  Plaintiff  and 
the  other  persons  executing  the  same  as  being  an  autho- 
rity to  FiAer  himself:  and  the  Plaintiff  charged  that  the 
power  of  attorney  was  falsely  read  over  to  him  and  to  the 
other  parties  executing  the  same,  for  that  the  same  was 
read  over  as  a  power  of  attorney  to  Fisher^  whose  name 
frequently  occurred  in  such  reading,  and  not  as  a  power 
of  attorney  to  John  Pinckard^  who  was  then  only  par-* 
tially  known  to  the  Plaintiff  and  the  other  persons  ex- 
ecuting the  power  of  attorney. 

The  bill  alleged  a  pretence  that  the  testator's  estate 
was  indebted  to  the  Defendants,  or  to  John  Pinckard^  to 
a  greater  amount  than  the  sums  so  received  on  account 
thereof;  and  charged  the  contrary,  and  that  the  testator's 
estate  was  never  indebted  to  the  Defendants,  or  to  John 
Pinckard, — except  only  for  such  costs  as  had  been  fairly 
incurred  by  i^f^^,  as  attorney  and  solicitor,  in  and  about 
the  testator's  estate,  and  the  amount  of  which  had  beea 

long 
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long  since  received  by  Fisher^  over  and  above  the  par*- 
ticular  sums  specified  in  the  bill  as  having  been  received 
by  him ;  though  his  bills  of  costs  had  never  been  taxed, 
as  the  Plaintiff  charged  they  ought  to  be,  if  Fis/ier  should 
allege  that  anything  was  due  to  him  in  respect  thereof: 
and  that  the  truth  of  the  several  matters  last  aforesaid 
would  appear,  if  the  Defendants  would  set  forth,  as  the 
Plaintiff  charged  they  ought  to  do»  an  account  of  all 
sums  received  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  John 
Pinckard,  in  respect  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
the  testator,  and  of  the  application  thereof. 


18S8. 


The  bill  finally  charged,  that  the  Defendants  ha4 

frequently  stated  and  admitted,   both  by  writing  aqd 

verbally,  in  the  presence  of  divers  persons,  that  the 

several  sums  of  money  so  received  by  them,  as  in  the 

bill  mentioned,  were  received  and  held  by  them  upon 

trust  for  the  Plaintiff,  as  personal  representative,  and 

for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  entitled  thereto  under 

Collingridg^&  will;  and  that  the  Defendants,  or  one  of 

them,  had  then,  or  bad  lately,  in  their  or  his  custody, 

.possession,  or  power,  divers  books,  accounts  letters, 

and  writings,  in  which  such  statements  and  admissions, 

or  some  other  statements  or  admissions  to  the  like 

.purport  or  effect,  were  contained,  and  would  appear  if 

produced;  and  that  the  same  would  also  plainly  so  appear 

by  the  account  which  the  Plaintiff  had  before  charged 

that  the  Defendant  ought  to  set  forth^  touching  his 

transactions  with  the  testator's  estate ;  and  that,  besides 

the  several   deeds,   documents,  papers,  and  writings, 

thereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  or  referred  to,  the 

Defendants  had  in  their  custody  divers  deeds,  books,  &c., 

relating  to  or  containing  some  entries  of  or  references 

to  the  several  matters  and  things  before  stated  and 

charged ;  and  whereby,  if  produced,  the  truth  thereof 

would  appear:    and  that  they  had  formerly,  in  their 

N  n  4f  custody. 
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custody,  divers  other  docaments  of  a  like  natare  to 
those  last  inquired  after,  or  otherwise  relating  to  the 
matters  before-mentioned,  which  they  had  destroyed  or 
made  away  with,  or  parted  with  the  possession  of;  and 
that  they  ought  to  set  forth  a  schedule  of  all  the  docu* 
ments  before-mentioned. 

The  prayer  of  the  amended  bill  was,  that  an  account 
might  be  taken  of  all  sums  of  money  received  bj 
the  Defendants  or  John  Pinckard^  deceased,  from  or  on 
account  of  die  produce  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
of  the  testator,  and  of  what  was  due  and  owifig  from 
the  Defendants,  or  either  of  them,  in  respect  thereof; 
and  that,  in  taking  the  accounts,  the  Defendants  might  be 
charged  with  interest  and  annual  rests ;  and  that  they 
might  be  ordered  to  pay  to  the  Plaintiff  what  should  be 
found  due  to  him  as  such  administrator  as  before-men* 
tioned  :  and  that,  if  the  Defendant,  John  Thomas 
Pinckard  (in  the  bill  called  Thomas  Pinckard)^  did  not 
admit  assets  of  John  Pinckard^  then  that  the  usual 
accounts  of  John  Pinckard's  estate  might  be  taken; 
and  that  the  Defendants  might  be  decreed  to  deliver  up 
to  the  Plaintiff  all  books,  accounts,  deeds,  and  writings, 
belonging  to  or  concerning  the  produce  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  of  the  testator  CoUingridge^  or  otherwise 
relating  to  his  affairs. 

Before  the  amended  bill  was  filed,  Fisher^  who  was 
the  only  Defendant  named  in  the  original  bill,  had,  on 
the  25th  of  September  1835,  put  in  bis  answer,  and  had 
thereby  denied  that  he  was  employed  by  the  Plaintiff  as 
his  attorney  or  solicitor  on  the  occasion  mentioned  in  the 
billy  or  on  any  occasion,  or  generally  in  the  management 
of  the  testator's  affairs ;  but  stated  that,  in  the  month  of 
July  \S^\  the  Plaintiff,  being  in  needy  circumstances, 
and   unable   to  bring  to  a  close  certain  proceedings 

instituted 
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iDstitated  by  the  Crown,  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,        18S8. 
against    his    testator's   estate,   and   mentioned   in   the 
bill,  applied   to  John  Pinckard^  Esq.,  who  bad   then 
lately  become  the  purchaser  of  a  debt  of  SOOU  and 
upwards,  owing  by  Coliingridge's  estate,  to  undertake 
the  winding  up   of  the  a£fairs  of  that  estate;    and 
that  John  Pinckard  agreed  so  to  do  ;   and  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  him  the  necessary  authority,  a 
power  of  attorney,  bearing  date  in  the  month  of  Jtdy 
1821,  was  duly  made  and  executed  under  the  hands 
and  seals  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  Ann  Adatns^  Jane  AdamSf 
and  William  Adams,  being  the  other  persons  entitled  to 
CoUingridge's  residuary  real   and  personal   estate;  by 
^hich,  after  reciting  that  a  considerable  part  of  his 
personal  estate  yet  remained  outstanding,  and  that  they 
were  desirous  of  appointing  John  Pinckard  their  at- 
torney, and  of  giving  him  sufficient  powers  and  authori- 
ties to  do  all  things  necessary  for  enabling  the  Plaintiff 
to  make  a  speedy  provision  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
affiiirs  and  payment  of  the  debts  of  CoUingridget  in  order 
that  his   residuary  estate  might  be    ascertained    and 
divided  between  the  Plaintiff  and   Ann  Adams,  Jane 
sAdams,  and  William  Adams :  it  was  witnessed,  that  the 
Plaintiff  and  Ann  Adams,  Jane  Adams,  and   William 
Adams,  appointed  John  Pinckard  their  attorney,  for  them, 
and  in  their  names,  but  to  and  for  their  use  and  benefit, 
to  enter  into  and  upon,  and  to  take  possession  of,  all 
and  singular  the  unsold  real  estate  and  chattels  of  John 
CoUingridge,  and  to  continue  in  the  possession  thereof,  and 
to  receive  all  rents  in  respect  of  the  same,  and  to  recover 
all  debts,  chattels,  and  effects  whatsoever,  which  at  the 
time  of  CoUingridg^s  decease  were  due  and  owing  and 
belonging  to  him,  and  which  then,  or  at  any  time  there- 
after, should  be  due,  owing,  or  payable  to  the  Plaintiff, 
and  Ann  Adams,  Jane  Adams,  and  William  Adams,  of 
any  of  them,  or  which  were  part  of  Collingridg^s  estate; 

and 
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18S8.  and  also  to  adjust,  settle,  and  compromise^  all  accounts, 
debts,  demands,  controversies,  differences,  and  disputes, 
in  which  CoUingridge  was,  at  his  decease,  or  the  Plaintiff, 
and  Jnn  AdamSf  Jane  Adams^  and  WiUiam  Adams,  or 
any  of  them,  then  were  or  was,  or  at  any  time  should 
or  might  be  at  any  time  interested  or  concerned  by 
virtue  of  CoUitigridg^s  will;  and  for  those  purposes  lo 
appear  for  and  represent  the  Plaintifl^  and  Ann  Adams, 
Jane  Adams,  and  William  Adams,  in  all  courts  of  law 
and  equity,  and  to  make  attorneys  or  substitutes  under 
him ; — ^with  various  other  powers  (stated  in  the  answer) 
for  efiectuating  the  before-mentioned  purposes : 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  JM» 
Pinckard  by  the  power  of  attorney,  he,  in  or  about  the 
month  of  Jtdy  1821,  appointed  the  Defendant  {Fisker) 
and  his  then  partner,  Richard  Hodges  Munday^  as  his 
attorneys  and  solicitors  in  reference  to  the  affairs  oijohn 
CoUingridge  ;  and  afterwards,  on  the  dissolution  of  thai 
partnership  in  the  year  1825,  appointed  the  Defendant 
(Fisher)  alone  as  his  attorney  and  solicitor;  and  th^ 
first  he  and  his  partner,  and  afterwards  he  alone,  as 
such  attorneys  and  solicitors  and  attorney  and  solicitor, 
carried  on  various  law  matters  for  John  Pinckard,  in 
respect  of  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  power  of 
attorney,  and  particularly  the  proceedings  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  other  proceedings,  all  of  which  were  men* 
tioned  in  the  bill :  and,  that  in  the  course  of  conductiDg 
such  litigation,  very  large  costs  were  incurred,  in  respect 
of  which  the  Defendant  (Fisher)  and  his  partner,  and 
afterwards  the  Defendant  alone,  made  out  and  delivered 
to  John  Pinckard  seven  several  bills  of  costs,  amounting 
together  to  562U  8i.  6(/. :  and  that,  in  the  course  of  such 
proceedings,  the  Defendant  and  his  partner,  and  after- 
wards the  Defendant  alone,  received  various  sums  of 
money,  amounting  together  to  672/.  Is.  ^d.,  exceeding 

the 
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tbe  amount  of  the  seven  bills  of  costs  by  the  sum  pf       18S8. 

109/.  18^.  10(2:  and  that^  after  the  Defendant  (JV^Afr) 

had  delivered   in  all  the  said  bills  of  costs  to  John 

Pinckardf  he  {FisAer)  rendered  to  him  a  cash  account, 

whereby  the  balance  of  109/.  185.   lOd,  was  made  to 

appear  owing,  as  was  the  fact,  by  the  Defendant :  that 

John  Pinckard  examined  the  bill  of  costs,  and  found 

the  same  to  be  correct,  and  that  the  Defendant  {Fisher) 

paid  the  balance  of  109/.  18^.  lOc/.  to  John  Pinckard^ 

who  gave  to  the  Defendant  a  stamped  receipt,  in  the 

words  following,  viz.  *^  JRex  v.  CoUingridge,     Received 

of  Mr.  William  Fisfter  the  sum  of  109/.  185.  lOc/.,  being 

the  balance  due  from  him  after  payment  of  the  bill  of 

costs  of  himself  and  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Munday;^*  as 

by  the  said  receipt,  now  in  the  Defendant's  possession, 

and  ready  to  be  produced,  would  appear ;  and  save  as 

before-mentioned,  and   as  could  be  collected  by  the 

power  of  attorney,  the  Defendant  denied  that  the  sums 

so  received  by  him,  or  by  him  and  his  partner,  or  any 

of  such  sumi  or  any  sum  of  money,  were  or  was  re* 

ceived  by  him  in  trust  for  the   Plaintiff  as  personal 

representative  of  the  testator,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 

persons  entitled  thereto  under  the  trusts  of  the  testator's 

will,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  other  than  in  trust  to 

account  for  the  same  to  John  Pinckardy  by  whom  alone 

the  Defendant  was  employed,  and  to  whom,  accordingly, 

the  Defendant  duly  accounted  for  the  same. 

The  Defendant  (Fisher)  denied  that  he  had  since  he 
was  employed  by  John  Pinckard^  as  before-mentioned, 
in  the  testator's  a&irs,  or  ever,  or  in  the  course  of  such 
employment,  or  in  his  transactions  with  the  testator's 
property  and  afl&irs,  received  any  other  sum  of  moneys 
part  of  the  personal  estate  or  of  the  produce  of  the  free«« 
hold  and  copyhold  estates  of  the  testator,  save  as  re- 
garded the  said  several  sums  amounting  to  672/.  75.  4(/, 

so 
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so  received  and  accounted  for  as  before-mentioned :  he 
insisted  that  he  was  never  employed  by  or  accountable 
to  the  Plaintiff;  and  submitted,  that  even  if  he  were  ac» 
countable  to  the  Plaintiff  (which  he  denied},  more  than 
six  years  had  elapsed  since  the  last  of  the  transactions 
before-mentioned  took  place ;  and  he  claimed  the  same 
benefit  of  the  lapse  of  time  as  if  he  had  pleaded  it 
in  bar. 


The  Defendant  {Fisher)  denied  that  he  had  got  into 
or  now  had  in  his  possession,  custody,  or  power,  divers 
or  any  title-deeds  or  muniments  of  title  belonging  to 
the  unsold  or  any  part  of  the  estates  of  the  testator, 
which  by  his  will  were  directed  to  be  sold,  or  other- 
wise ;  or  also  divers  or  any  securities  or  security  for 
money  due  and  owing  to  the  estate  of  the  testator: 
however,  he  admitted  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
divers  documents  and  papers  relating  to  the  testator's 
estate  and  affairs;  a  fiill,  true,  and  correct  list  or 
schedule  whereof  he  had  set  forth  in  the  schedule  to 
that  his  answer  annexed,  and  which  he  prayed  might 
be  taken  as  part  of  that  his  answer,  and  to  which  he 
craved  leave  to  refer :  but  he  submitted  that  the  Plaintiff 
had  no  right  or  title  to  call  for  the  production  of  the 
same,  or  any  of  them. 


The  Defendant  (Fisher)  denied  that  he  pretended  that 
the  Plaintiff,  or  the  testator,  or  the  testator's  estate,  was 
indebted  to  him  in  a  greater  amount  than  he  had  received, 
or  was  alleged  to  have  received;  and  admitted  that 
neither  the  Plaintiff  nor  the  testator's  estate  was  ever 
indebted  to  him,  save  so  far  as,  under  the  circumstances 
before-mentioned,  the  testator's  estate  might  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  indebted  in  the  amount  of  the  said 
several  bills  of  costs,  all  of  which  were  properly  incurred 
and  paid  as  before*mentioned :  he  denied  that  the  whole 

or 
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or  any  part  of  the  costs  mentioned  in  the  bill,  or  any  1838. 
costs,  had  been  received  by  him  from  the  testator's 
estate,  over  and  above  the  several  sums  in  the  bill  men- 
tioned in  that  behalf,  and  alleged  to  have  been  received 
by  him  (Fisher) ;  or  in  any  way,  or  out  of  any  funds,  save 
as  before  mentioned :  and  stated  that  all  his  said  several 
bills  of  costs  were  duly  signed  and  delivered  to  John 
Pinckardy  bis  sole  employer,  and  were  paid  by  John 
Pinckard  upwards  of  seven  years  ago;  and  that  JoAit 
Pinckardy  being  satisfied  therewith,  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  tax  the  same,  which  were  accordingly  never 
taxed ;  and  he  (Fisher)  did  not  pretend  that  any  thing 
was  due  thereupon ;  and  submitted  that  the  same  could 
not  now  be  taxed,  the  more  especially  &s  he  submitted 
that  the  Plaintiff  had  never  any  right  to  tax  the  same. 

The  Defendant  then  went  on  to  state,  that,  save  as 
before  mentioned,  and  as  regarded  the  several  docu- 
ments and  papers  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  an- 
swer, he  denied  that  he  had  then,  or  lately,  or  at  any 
time,  in  his  custody,  any  deeds,  accounts,  books,  &c., 
relating  to  or  containing  any  entry  of,  or  reference  to 
the  several  matters  and  things  in  the  bill  mentioned, 
stated  and  charged,  or  any  of  them,  or  otherwise  to  the 
affairs  of  the  testator :  and  he  denied,  according  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  remembrance,  informatioif,  and 
belief,  that  by  any  of  the  several  documents  and  papers 
mentioned  in  the  schedule,  or  by  any  other  means,  if 
produced,  the  truth  of  any  of  the  matters  mentioned 
in  the  bill  would  appear,  save  so  far  as  the  truth  of  any 
of  such  matters  was  therein  (i.  e.  in  the  answer)  made 
to  appear;,  and  the  Defendant,  submitting  that  the 
Plaintiff  had  no  right  or  title  to  call  for  a  production  of 
the  documents  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  admitted  he 
refused,  and  submitted  he  was  not  bound,  to  produce 
the  same,  or  any  of  them :  he  denied  that  he  had  at 

any 
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1888.  any  time  also  in  bis  custody  any  other  documents  of  a' 
like  nature  to  those  inquired  after  by  the  bill,  or  other- 
wise relating  to  the  matters  therein  mentioned,  which' 
he  had  destroyed,  or  in  any  manner  made  away  with  or 
parted  widi  the  possession  of,  or  that  he  refiised  to  state 
what  had  become  thereof,  none  such  having  exbted : 
he  denied  that  he  had  frequently,  or  ever,  stated  or  ad- 
mitted, in  writing  or  verbally,  that  the  sums  alleged  to 
have  been  received  by  him  were  ^received  or  held  by 
him  upon  trust  for  the  Plaintiff  as  representative,  or  for 
the  benefit  of  the  persons  entitled  under  the  will  of 
Cottingridge^  save  that  the  cash  account,  delivered  to 
John  Pinckardf  was  headed,  **  John  Pinckari^  Esq.,  on 
behalf  of  himself,  and  other  creditors,  and  the  repre- 
sentative and  l^atees  of  Mr.  John  C(dlingridge,  deceased, 
in  account  with  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Munday^  and  Mr* 
Fisher.*'  He  added,  that  save  as  before  mentioned,  and 
and  as  therein  (/•  e.  in  the  answer)  appeared,  he  denied, 
according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  remembrance, 
information  and  belief,  that  he  had  then,  or  lately,  in 
his  custody  any  accounts,  letters,  papers  and  writings 
in  which  such  allied  statements  and  admissions,  or  any 
other  statements  and  admissions  to  the  like  purport  or  ef- 
fect were  contained,  or  would  appear  if  produced ;  or  that, 
save  as  before  mentioned,  the  same  would  also  plainly 
appear  by  the  account  which  the  PlaintiflT  had  by  the 
bill  charged  that  he  (the  Defendant)  ought  to  set  forth 
touching  his  transactions  with  the  testator's  estate :  and 
the  Defendant  submitted  that  he  was  not  liable  to  ac- 
count with  the  Plaintifi*  in  respect  of  the  matters  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  or  of  any  other  matters,  and  that 
the  Plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  any  relief  against  the 
Defendant :  and  the  Defendant  claimed  the  same  benefit 
of  his  objections  to  the  bill  and  to  the  Plaintiff's  claim, 
as  if  he  had  pleaded  to  the  bill. 

The 
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Tbe  schedule  annexed  to  this  answer  enumerated  a  1838. 
copy  of  CoUingridgi^s  will,  and  the  draft  of  the  power 
of  attorney ;  papers  in  certain  proceedings  taken  to  re- 
cover parts  of  the  testator's  estate ;  an  account  current 
between  the  Defendant  and  John  PincJcard ;  the  receipt 
before  mentioned;  and  certain  letters  and  day-books, 
and  letter-books  and  other  papers;  but  did  not  enu- 
merate any  bills  of  costs. 

The  Defendant  Fisher ^  by  his  answer  to  the  amended 
bilU  put  in  on  the  5th  December  1836,  although  he 
admitted  that  the  Plaintiff's  name  had  been  used  in 
certfdn  proceedings  which  had  been  taken  by  him  for  the 
purpose  of  recovering  part  of  the  testator's  estate,  yet 
repeated  the  statement  which  he  had  made  in  his  answer 
to  the  original  bill,  that  he  never  was  employed  by,  or 
acted  as  the  solicitor  and  attorney  of  the  Plaintiff,  or 
any  of  the  legatees  under  Cottingridg^s  will,  but  was 
employed  solely  and  exclusively  by  John  Pinckardj 
under  the  circumstances  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
power  of  attorney  mentioned  in  the  original  bill :   he 
denied  that  the  Plaintiff  had  recently  discovered,  or 
that  it  was  the  fact  that  he  {Fisher)  prevailed  upon  the 
Plaintiff,  or  any  of  the  persons  entitled  under  the  testa- 
tor's will,  to  execute  any  power  of  attorney  to  John 
PincJcard;  and  stated  that  the  Plaintiff  and  the  other 
parties  entitled  under  the  testator^s  will  were  poor  and 
indigent  persons,  and  not  in  a  situation  to  prosecute 
their  claim,  and  that  John  Pinckard  undertook  to  pro- 
secute such  claim  on  their  behalf,  and  employed  him 
{Fisher)  as  his  attorney  and  solicitor  therein ;  and  that 
to  enable  John  Pinckard  so  to  prosecute  the  said  claim, 
a  power  of  attorney,  to  the  purport  and  effect  mentioned 
in  the  Defendant's  answer  to  the  original  bill,  was  pre- 
pared by  the  Defendant  {Fisher)  as  the  solicitor  of  and 
under  the  direction,  and  at  the  request  of  t7b^P/iidber<4 

and 
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1 838.  and  with  the  privity  and  approbation  of  the  Plaintiff  and 
the  other  parties  entitled  as  before  mentioned ;  and  that 
such  power  of  attorney,  when  prepared,  was  sent  by  the 
Defendant  {Fisher)  to  John  Pinckard,  that  he  might  get 
it  executed  by  the  Plaintiff  and  the  other  parties  ;  and 
which  was  accordingly  done,  without  any  personal  inter- 
terence  of  the  Defendant.  He  admitted  that  he  had  the 
draft  of  the  power  of  attorney  in  his  possession :  he 
repeated  his  denial  of  possession  of  title-deeds,  muni- 
ments, or  securities  relating  to  the  testator's  estate,  or, 
save  as  therein  and  in  the  answer  to  the  original  bill  ap- 
peared, any  other  papers  relating  to  the  testator's  estate 
and  affiurs :  he  denied  that  John  Pinckard  was  a 
friend  of  his ;  but  admitted  that  he  had  been  a  client  of 
his,  and  denied  that  the  intervention  of  John  Pinckard 
was  a  mere  contrivance  on  his  {Fisher's)  part  to  get 
possession  of  the  trust-moneys  in  such  a  way  that  he 
might  not  be  liable  to  account  with  the  Plaintiff,  or  any 
other  person  interested  therein,  or  that  John  Pinckard 
concurred  in  or  consented  to  such  alleged  contrivance, 
or  that  the  same  would  appear  if  the  Defendant  and 
John  Thomas  Pinckard  (in  the  amended  bill  called 
Thomas  Pinckard)  would  set  forth  the  accounts  and  docu* 
ments  in  the  bill  required  to  be  produced  and  set  forth: 
he  submitted,  that  the  said  several  bills  of  costs  having 
been  paid  to  him  more  than  six  years  ago,  under  the 
circumstances  in  the  answer  to  the  original  bill  set 
forth,  ought  not  to  be  taxed :  he  denied  the  charges 
in  the  amended  bill  as  to  the  false  representations  with 
respect  to  the  power  of  attorney,  and  the  false  reading 
of  it;  and  stated  his  belief  that  the  power  of  attorney 
was  executed  to  John  Pinckard  in  consequence  of  his 
being  a  person  of  property  and  respectability,  who  had 
become  the  purchaser  of  a  considerable  claim  on  the 
testator's  estate,  and  was,  on  that  account,  liicely  to 
attend  to  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  thereof  which 

were 
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were  greatly  entangled ;  and  that  he  {Fisher)  had  been-  1838. 
inFormed  and  believed  that  John  Pinckard  was,  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  the  power  of  attorney^  and 
had  long  before  been,  known,  not  partially,  but  very 
well,  to  the  Plaintiff  and  the  other  parties  who  executed 
the  same.  He  denied  that  he  had  ever  stated  or  ad- 
mitted, that  the  sums  of  money  alleged  to  have  been 
received  by  him,  were  received  or  held  by  him  upon 
trust  for  the  Plaintiff,  as  representative,  or  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  entitled  thereto  under  the  will,  or  on  any 
other  account,  save  for  John  Pinckard^  who  alone  em- 
ployed him :  he  denied,  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge,  remembrance,  information,  and  belief,  that 
save  as  therein,  and  in  his  answer  to  the  original  bill 
appeared,  he  had  then,  or  lately,  or  ever,  in  his  custody 
any  books,  &c  in  which  such  statements  or  admissions 
as  in  the  bill  mentioned  would  appear,  or  that  the  same 
would  also  plainly  appear  by  the  account  which  the 
Plaintiff  had  charged  that  the  Defendant  ought  to  set 
forth  touching  his  transactions  with  the  testator's  estate, 
or  that,  besides  the  several  deeds,  documents,  papers, 
and  writings  in  the  bill  particularly  mentioned  or  re- 
ferred to,  and  except  as  appeared  in  the  present  answer 
and  the  answer  to  the  original  bill,  that  he  had  now,  or 
lately,  or  ever,  in  his  possession,  any  deeds,  books, 
&C.  relating  to,  or  containing  any  entry  or  reference  to 
all  or  any  of  the  several  matters  and  things  in  the 
amended  bill  stated  and  charged,  or  whereby,  if  pro- 
duced, the  truth  of  all  or  any  of  such  matters  and  things 
would  appear ;  or  that  he  had  formerly  in  his  custody 
any  documents  of  a  like  nature  to  those  inquired  after 
in  the  amended  bill,  or  otherwise  relating  to  all  or  any 
of  the  matters  and  things  mentioned  in  the  bill,  which 
he  had  destroyed  or  made  away  with,  or  parted  with 
the  possession  of:  he  denied  that  he  had  refused  to 
Vol.  III.  O  o  state 
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1838.  state  what  bad  become  tbereof,  or  to  set  fortb  a  list  of 
tbem,  he  having,  in  the  present  answer,  and  in  bis 
former  answer,  set  fortb  a  full,  true,  and  correct  list  or 
•chedule  thereof.  The  Defendant  {Fisher)  finally  sub- 
mitted, that  the  Plaintiff  had  made  no  case  for  relief 
whatever  against  him  by  the  amended  bill;  an4  that, 
under  the  circumstances  in  the  present  answer  and  in 
the  answer  to  the  original  bill  mentioned,  he  {Fisier) 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  by  any  person  whatever  for 
any  account  in  relation  to  the  testator's  estate ;  and  he 
claimed  the  same  benefit  of  lapse  of  time,  and  of  the 
before  mentioned  receipt,  as  a  bar  to  any  such  claim,  as 
if  he  had  availed  himself  thereof  by  way  of  plea. 

There  was  no  schedule  to  the  answer  to  the  amended 

bill. 

The  Defendant,  Johti   Thomas  Pinckardj  put  in  his 
answer  on  the  28th  of  November  1836. 

On  the  5th  of  February  1838,  the  Plaintiff  gave  a 
notice  of  motion,  that,  the  Defendants  might   produce 
and  leave  with  their  Clerks-in-Court  "  a  certain  receipt 
for  the  sum  of  109/.  185.  lOd,  from  John  Pinckard  to 
Mr.  W.  Fisher  J  and  the  several  bills  of  costs,  documents, 
books,  bills,  accounts,  books  of  account,  letters,  papers, 
memorandums  and  writings,  relating  to  the  estate  and 
affairs  of  the  testator  in  the  pleadings   of  this  cause 
mentioned,  and  in  the  answer  of  the  Defendants  respect- 
ively and  the  schedules  thereto  respectively  mentioned, 
described,  and  referred  to,  and  admitted  to  be  in  their  pos- 
session," and  that  the  said  documents,  books,  &c.,  might 
be  produced  at  the  examination  of  witnesses,  if  necessary, 
and  upon  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  upon  notice  thereof 
being  given  to  the  Defendants  for  producing  of  the  same, 

and 
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and  that  the  Plaintiff,  his  Clerk-in-Court,  solicitors,  and 
agents,  might  be  at  liberty  to  peruse  and  take  copies. 

This  motion  having  been  made  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  and  having,  on  the  12th  of  March  1838,  been 
refused  by  him,  as  regarded  Fisher^  with  costs,  a  motion 
was  now  made  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the 
order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  might,  as  to  so  much 
thereof  as  related  to  Fisher^  be  discharged  or  varied,  and 
that  an  order  might  be  made  in  tlie  terms  of  the  notice 
of  motion  of  the  5th  of  Februajy  1838,  so  far  as  such 
notice  applied  to  the  Defendant  Fisher.       ' 

Mr.  O.  Anderdofif  in  support  of  the  motion. 

If  a  solicitor  has  in  his  hands  documents  essential  to 
the  Plaintiff's  case,  the  Plaintiff  may  make  him  a 
party  to  the  record,  and  call  upon  him  to  produce  the 
documents;  Fenwick  v.  Beed{a).  The  Defendant  has 
incorporated  the  schedule  in  his  answer.  The  objection 
made  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was,  that  there  was 
no  su£Bcient  privity  between  the  Plaintiff  and  Fisher; 
but  the  simple  question  upon  matters  of  this  kind  is,  do 
the  documents  of  which  the  possession  is  admitted  relate 
to  the  matters  in  question  in  the  cause ;  and,  if  there  is 
an  admission  that  they  do  so  relate,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient. 


541 
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The  Lord  Chancellor. 

You  must  shew  such  a  connexion  between  the  Plaintiff 
and  Defendant  as  entitles  the  Plaintiff  to  see  the  docu* 
roents:  you  cannot  file  a  bill  against  a  mere  stranger 
for  the  production  of  documents. 


Mr. 


(a)  1  Mer.  114.;  see  pp.  122,  123. 
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18S8.  is  asserted,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  there  may 
be  a  decree  for  an  account ;  and  if  the  Defendant  does 
not  demur  or  plead,  the  Plaintiff  has  a  right  to  go  on  to 
a  hearing;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  to  prove 
his  case  at  the  hearing,  he  has  a  right  to  see  the  docu- 
ments in  the  Defendant's  hands,  which  relate  to  the 
matters  mentioned  in  the  bill.  In  this  case  the 
amended  bill  charges  collusion  between  Fisher  and 
Pinckard^  and  charges  that  Fisher's  bills  ought  to  be 
taxed,  and  prays  an  account  generally.  Fermck  ▼• 
Reed  {a)  shews  that  you  may  bring  a  solicitor  before  the 
Court  merely  to  ask  costs  against  him.  It  is  unneces- 
sary, however,  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the  pro- 
priety of  making  Fisher  a  party  in  this  case;  for  the 
rule  is,  that  if  a  Defendant  does  not  think  fit  to  demur 
or  plead,  and  consequently  answers,  he  cannot  retire 
from  any  particular  part  of  his  answer  which  be  thinks 
fit.  Your  Lordship  MS  not  bound  now  to  determine, 
whether,  on  a  record  framed  as  this  is,  the  Plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  the  relief  he  asks. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

Suppose  a  bill  is  filed  by  a  person  claiming  to  be  a 
creditor  or  legatee,  or  in  any  other  assumed  character, 
and  the  Defendant  denies  that  the  Plaintiff  is  what  he  is 
alleged  to  be,  but  states,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  is  a 
perfect  stranger,  and  denies,  in  short,  everything  on 
which  the  Plaintiff  proceeds,  but,  not  having  protected 
himself  by  plea,  he  is  obliged  to  answer ;  is  the  Plaintifl^ 
as  a  matter  of  course,  to  ask  for  all  the  documents  in  the 
possession  of  the  Defendant  which  relate  to  any  of  the 
matters  introduced  in  the  bill?  I  only  want  to  know 
how  far  you  carry  the  principle;  whether,  as  a  mere 

matter 

(rt)  I  Mer.  114. 


Adams 

V. 
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matter  of  course,  documents,  whicb,  if  the  Defendant's  1838. 
allegation  is  true,  have  nothing  to  do  with  proving  the 
case  made  by  the  bill,  are  to  be  produced  for  the  Plain* 
tiff's  inspection  ?  If  a  bill  is  filed  by  a  person  as  a  ere-  Fwhbb. 
ditor,  and  he  asks  for  all  the  title  deeds  of  the  real  estate, 
is  the  Plaintiff  entitled  to  see  the  title  deeds  of  a  person's 
estate,  because  he  calls  himself  a  creditor,-\i'hich  the  De- 
fendant denies  that  he  is  ? 

Mr.  O.  Anderdon, 

In  the  case  last  put  by  your  Lordship,  the  deeds 
would  not  relate  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Plaintiff 
is  to  make  out  that  he  is  a  creditor.  But,  if  a  bill 
is  filed  by  a  person  as  a  creditor,  the  Defendant 
must  set  out  an  account  of  the  estate,  though  he  denies 
the  debt.  So  in  the  case  of  a  bill  for  tithes,  the  De- 
fendant cannot  refuse  to  set  out  an  account,  though  he 
denies  the  liability  to  pay  tithes  to  the  Plaintiff.  In  the 
case  of  title  deeds  put  by  your  Lordship,  the  inspection 
of  the  deeds  before  the  hearing  could  do  the  Plaintiff  no 
service  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause  :  but  if  the  Plaintiff  in 
this  cause  cannot  have  now  the  documents  which  he 
asks  for,  he  cannot  have  them  at  the  hearing.  If  a  cre- 
ditor's bill  be  filed,  the  mere  traversing  the  Plaintiff's 
title  does«  not  induce  the  Court,  upon  an  interlocutory 
application,  to  refuse  production  of  the  documents  in  the 
Defendant's  possession.  The  fact  of  the  bill  having 
been  filed  shews,  for  the  purposes  of  the  suit,  that  the 
Plaintiff  is  a  creditor.  The  production  of  the  deeds  of 
the  real  estate  would  only  go  to  shew  what  the  estate 
was,  which  was  to  be  administered.  But  suppose  the  bill 
charged  a  pretence,  that  the  deeds  were  not  the  deeds 
of  the  testator,  but  of  another  person,  the  Plaintiff  would 
probably  be  held  entitled  to  see  them.  The  authorities 
lay  it  down  that  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  have  the  pro- 
duction of  everything  he  could  carry  into  the  Master's 
O  o  4  office, 
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1838.  office,  and  certainly  everything  he  might  take  into  coort 
at  liie  hearing.  The  parposes  of  justice  require  such  a 
production. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

As  I  understand  the  facts  of  the  case,  Fisher  the 
solicitor  was  employed  by  Pinckardj  he  knowing,  as  he 
must  have  known,  that  in  the  transaction  which  was  the 
subject  of  the  suit,  Pinckard  was  acting  under  a  power 
of  attorney  from  Adams :  but  still  the  retainer  was  en- 
tirely between  Pinckard  and  Fisher^  Pinckard  settles 
the  account  with  him.  Then  Adams  says,  I  certainly 
have  a  right  to  an  account  against  my  trustee,  and  if  he 
has  improperly  paid  sums  on  account  of  the  costs,  they 
must,'  as  a  raatterH)f  course,  be  disallowed.  The  bill  is 
then  filed,  and  a  claim  made  against  the  trustee,  allying 
that  he  has  retained,  on  account  of  costs,  more  than  he 
ought.  Mr.  Fisher^  by  his  answer,  denying  all  connec- 
tion with  the  Plaintiff,  and  all  privity  between  them, 
the  question  is,  whether,  in  such  a  state  of  the  pleadings, 
Adams  is  entitled  to  enforce  the  production  of  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  in  Fisher's  answer. 

Now  I  took  leave  to  ask  Mr.  Anderdon  how  far  he 
carried  the  principle;  and  he  very  properly  limits  it  within 
its  due  bounds ;  that  is,  he  admits,  as  to  every  docu- 
ment not  necessary  to  make  out  the  Plaintiff's  equity, 
that  the  Plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  see  it  Whatever 
may  make  out  the  Plaintiff's  title  he  may  have  a  right  to 
see.  The  documents  in  question,  however,  are  not  to 
make  out  Adam^s  tide  to  have  the  bills  taxed,  and  the 
production  of  them  could  not  possibly  aid  the  assertion 
of  the  equity  which  Adams  has  asserted  by  his  bill 

Then 
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Then  as  to  the  cases  referred  to.  In  UnMortk  v.  1858. 
Woodcock  {a\  the  facts  of  the  case,  unfortunately,  are  not 
stated,  but  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the  pleadings  did 
shew  a  title  in  the  Plaintiff  to  the  production  of  the 
documents.  The  Vice-Chancellor  assumes,  as  the  whole 
ground  of  his  judgment,  that  the  case  was  one  in  which 
the  Plaintiff  ought  to  see  the  documents ;  that  is,  that 
he  had  such  an  interest  in  them  as  entitled  him  to  see 
them.  What  the  facts  were  does  not  appear ;  but  the 
Court  assumes  that  the  Plaintiff  might  have  compelled 
the  Defendant  to  set  out  the  contents  of  the  documents 
in  his  answer. 

Eoans  v.  Richard  {b)  was  a  case  in  which  the  sole 
question  was  the  illegality  of  the  contract.  There  was 
no  question  about  the  title :  the  two  parties  to  the  cause 
^ere  partners  in  the  adventure,  and,  of  course,  there- 
fore, the  Plaintiff  had  as  much  interest  in  the  docu- 
ments as  the  Defendant.  There  was  no  question  as  to 
the  interest  which  the  Plaintiff  had  in  the  documents 
to  be  produced.  The  only  doubt  wns,  whether  the 
question  about  the  illegality  of  the  adventure  was  to 
deprive  the  Plaintiff  of  the  right  which,  as  to  the  in- 
terest, was  not  disputed. 

Then  it  was  said  that,  in  the  present  case,  the  Plaintiff 
had  a  right  to  make  Fisher  a  party  to  the  suit ;  and  in 
support  of  that  proposition  the  case  of  Fenivick  v^ 
Iteed{c)  was  cited.  «  The  marginal  note  (which  ap- 
pears to  be  correct)  of  that  case  is  as  follows  ;  —  "  At- 
torney submitting  to  produce  title  deeds  of  his  client 
in  his  possession,  as  the  Court  shall  direct,  may  be 
called  upon  to  produce  them,  if  the  principal  could 
himself  have  been  called  upon  to  do  so.     Generally 

it 

{a)  3  Mad.  452.  (6)  1  Swantt.  7.  (c)  I  Mer,  114. 
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18S8.  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  an  attorney  a  party  be- 
cause he  has  title  deeds  in  his  possession,  although  it 
may  become  so  under  particular  circumstances."  No 
question  was  made,  therefore,  as  to  the  attorney's  wil- 
lingness to  produce  the  documents ;  but  Lord  Eldfnfs 
observations  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  a  solicitor  a 
party,  are  guarded,  as  may  naturally  be  supposed,  from 
the  habits  of  that  learned  Judge.  He  says  (a),  '<  Gene- 
rally speaking,  and  prifn&  faciej  it  is  certainly  not 
necessary  to  make  an  attorney  a  party  to  a  bill  seeking 
a  discovery  and  production  of  title  deeds,  merely  because 
he  has  them  in  his  custody,  because  the  possession  of 
the  attorney  is  the  possession  of  the  client;  but  cases 
may  arise  to  render  such  a  proceeding  advisable,  as  if 
he  withholds  the  deeds  in  his  possession,  and  will  not 
deliver  them  to  his  client  on  his  applying  for  them«" 
That  is,  if  Fisher  had  refused  to  produce  the  documents 
to  Mr.  Pinckardj  then.  Lord  Eldon  says,  there  is  reason 
for  another  person's  applying.  In  Favwick  v.  Reed^  the 
solicitor  did  not  object  to  being  made  a  party,  and  did 
not  dispute  the  Plaintiff's  interest  in  the  documents. 
All  tliat  Lord  Eldon  says  amounts  only  to  this :  —  **  I 
look  to  see  whether  the  co-defendant  is  liable  to  produce 
the  documents ;  and  I  must  consider  them,  when  in  the 
possession  of  the  attorney,  as  being  in  the  possession  of 
the  paity  employing  the  attorney,  inasmuch  as  the  at- 
torney does  not.  set  up  the  want  of  privity  between  him 
and  the  Plaintiff  as  a  defence." 

As  to  Hardman  v.  EUameSf  it  is  not  very  pertinent  to 
the  present  case.  It  was  certainly  no  new  decision,  and 
I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  any  one  treat  it  as 
such ;  and  when  I  came  to  look  into  the  doctrines  laid 
down  in  the  books,  I  felt  no  doubt  upon  the  subject. 

Where 
(a)  Seep.  123. 
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Where  a  party  bas  thought  proper  to  put  his  defence        18S8. 
upon  a  particular  document,  he  himself  having  intro^ 
duced  it  and  put  it  forward,  he  cannot  be  permitted  to 
make  any   representation  of  it,  however  unfounded, 
which  be  pleases ;  hut  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  see 
whether  the  Defendant  has  rightly  stated  it     It  is  be- 
cause the  Defendant  chooses  to  make  it  part  of  his 
answer  that  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  see  it ;  not  be- 
cause the  Plaintiff  has  an  interest  in  it     The  principle 
is,  that  a  Defendant  shall  not  avail  himself  of  that  mode 
of  concealing  his  defence.    But,  whether  that  decision  be 
right  or  wrong,  it  is  quite  distinct  from  the  present  case. 
I  apprehend  it  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  the  documents 
scheduled  are  part  of  the  answer :  the  schedule  itself  is 
part  of  the  answer.     All  that  the  Plaintiff  asks  is,  that 
the  Defendant  may  set  forth  a  schedule  of  the  docu- 
ments.    Can  you  except,  because  he  has  set  out  the 
documents  in  the  schedule  instead  of  in  the  bill  ?    You 
did  not  ask  that  they  should  be  set  out  in  the  bill.     If 
that  had  been  asked,  the  Defendant  must  have  defended 
himself  in  the  regular  way,  and  shewn  that  he  was  not 
obliged  to  comply  with  your  demand.     But  if  the  De- 
fendant sets  them  out  in  the  schedule  to  his  answer,  the 
question  is^  upon  the  whole  record,  whether  the  Plaintiff 
has  such  an  interest  in  them  as  entitles  him  to  call  for 
their  production  ?    Here  the  Defendant  has  denied  the 
Plaintiff's  interest;  he  has,  on  the  r^ord,  stated  that 
which,  as  it  stands,  in  my  opinion  excludes  the  Plaintiff 
from  instituting  this  suit  against  him.     As  long  as  that 
stands,  I  think  the  Plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  see  the 
documents^. 

Sir  W.  Heme  and  Mr.  Bagshwwe  appeared  for  the 
Defendant  Fisher^  but  were  not  called  upon. 


^ 
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18S7.       executorsi  administrators,  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of 
^^^^"^     fifty  years,  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  inden* 
V.  ture,  provided   she  {Mary  fValford)^  John  Marchant^ 

and  Robert  William  Noll  (since  deceased)  or  any  or 
either  of  them  should  so  long  live,  a  clear  annuity  of 
48/.  sterling,  to  be  issuing  out  of,  and  charged  upon,  the 
aforesaid  devised  messuages  and  premises,  and  payable 
quarterly.  The  indenture  secured  to  the  grantee  powers 
of  distress  and  entry  in  case  the  annuity  should  fall 
into  arrear ;  and  it  also  contained  a  covenant  by  which 
the  grantors  severally  became  bound  for  the  due  pay- 
ment of  the  annuity,  and  a  proviso  reserving  to  them, 
or  any  of  them,  a  right  to  redeem  the  annuity  upon  the 
terms  therein  mentioned. 

The  report  further  found  that  the  premises  on  which 
the  annuity  was  charged  were  of  freehold  tenure,  and, 
at  the  time  of  the  grant  of  the  annuity  and  now,  were 
of  the  annual  value  of  100/.  and  upwards ;  that,  in  Mi^ 
chaelmas  ie)rm  1827,  in  consequence  of  the  annuity  being 
then  in  arrear,  the  PlaintiflPs,  John  Walford  and  Mary 
his  wife,  in  right  of  Jlfa;^  Walford^  brought  an  action  of 
debt  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  against  the  Defend- 
ant John  Marchanlf  one  of  the  grantors  of  the  annuity, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  arrears,  in  which  action  they 
obtained  a  verdict  for  120/.,  and  costs,  subject  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  upon  a  case  reserved :  tliat  the 
case  was  afterwards  argued  and  disposed  of,  and  the 
verdict  confirmed,  whereby  the  validity  of  the  annuity 
was  established  at  law  ;  but  that  owing  to  the  poverty 
of  John  Marchant^  the  Plaintiffs  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain  payment  of  the  said  sum,  or  of  the  costs. 

The  Master  further  reported  that,  on  the  part  of  the 
Defendants,  it  had  been  contended,  before  him  that  the 
consideration  stated  in  the  memorial  of  the  indenture 
to  have  been  paid  for  the  annuity,  was  therein  stated 

to 
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to  have  consisted  of  600/.  in  Bank  of  England  notes ;        1637. 
whereas,  in  fact,  the  sqm  of  40/.  only  was  so  paid,  the     WalfIid 
sum  of  502.  having  been  retained  for  the  purposes    ^^    «• 
therein  mentioned ;  and  the  residue  having  been  paid 
to  the  Defendants  by  cheques  upon  Messrs.  Ladbrokes 
and  Co^  which  were  not  cashed  until  the  day  after  that 
on  which  they  were  given;  and  the  Defendants  had 
therefore  submitted  to  him  that,  under  the  circumstances 
aforesaid,  the  annuity  was  invalid,  inasmuch  as  no  pro- 
per memorial  of  the  grant  was  enrolled  in  manner 
required  by  law. 

The  Master  then  reported  that  he  had  considered 
the  matters  aforesaid,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  an- 
nuity was  a  valid  annuity. 

To  this  report  an  exception  was  taken,  insisting  that 
the  Master  ought  to  have  certified  that  the  annuity  was 
invalid,  inasmuch  as  no  proper  memorial  of  the  grant  of 
the  annuity  had  been  enrolled  in  such  manner  as  was 
required  by  law. 

The  Solidtor-General  and  Mr.  Hayter^  for  the  Ex- 
ceptants. 

The  exception  raises  two  questions;  first,  whether 
this  annuity  is  one  which  required  enrolment  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  53  G.  3.  c.  141.,  the  statute  then 
in  force  with  respect  to  annuities ;  and,  if  so,  secondly, 
whether  a  memorial  of  the  grant  has  been  duly  en- 
rolled. The  present  is  not  a  case  falling  within  ex- 
ceptions specified  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  statute. 
That  section  among  other  things  declares,  that  the  act 
shall  not  extend  **  to  any  annuity  or  rent-charge  secured 
upon  freehold  or  copyhold  or  customary  lands  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland^  or  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  posses- 
sions beyond  the  seas,  of  equal  or  greater  annual  value 
than  the  said  annuity,  over  and  above  any  other  annuity 

and 
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1837.        and  the  interest  of  any  principal  sum  charged  or  se- 
Walfom      ^^^^  thereon,  of  which  the  grantee  had  notice  at  the 
V.  time  of  the  grant,  whereof  the  grantor  is  seised  in  fee 

simple  or   fee   tail  in   possession,    or  Xhe  fee  simple 
whereof  in  possession  the  grantor  is  enabled  to  charge 
at  the  time  of  the  grant"     The  grantors  of  this  annuity 
were  a  mother,  having  an  equitable  life  interest  in  the 
entirety  of  the  property  to  be  charged,  and  three  out  of 
six  children  who  were  then  entitled  to  reversionary  in- 
terests in  that  entirety  as  tenants  in  common  in  fee. 
They  did  not  come  within  the  description  of  persons 
seised  of  the  fee  simple  or  fee  tail  in  possession,  or  per- 
sons enabled  to  charge  the  fee  simple  in  possession  at 
the  time  of  the  grant,  as  required  by  the  words  of  the 
exception.     Besides,  the  mother  might  have  had  other 
children  bom  subsequently,  and  then  the  extent  of  the 
reversionary  interests  belonging  to  the  three  children 
joining  in  the  grant,  which  was  equal  to  a  moiety  of  the 
annual  value,  or  50/.  a  year,  would  have  fallen  below 
what  the  section  requires,  for  it  would  have  been  of 
smaller  annual  value   than  the  annuity.     Again,  the 
mother  might  have  survived  all  her  children ;  and  in 
that  event  the  estates  limited  to  the  three  who  were 
parties    to    the  grant  would    have   been    wholly  de- 
feated, and  the  property  would  have  gone  over  to  the 
brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Marckantj  under  the  pro- 
viso in  her  father's  will.     The  legislature  never  could 
have  meant  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  statute 
uinuities   charged  upon  uncertain   and  defeasible  in- 
terests of  that  kind.     The  Master's  report  is  erroneous 
in  representing  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  upon  the  case  reserved  (a)  as  having  concluded 
this  question,  which,  in  fact,  was  never  raised  at  all. 
Tlie  point  there  argued  and  determined  was  of  an  en- 
tirely different  nature,  viz.  as  to  the  effect  of  a  prior 
annuity,  granted  by  the  same  parties  and  secured  by  a 

judgment, 
(a)  Wal/ord  ?.  Marchant^  %  B.i  Adol.  315. 
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judgment,  in  reducing  the  annual  value  (^. the  lands       ISS7. 
charged^  below  the  amount  of  a.subsequent  annuity,  so     -^^^^ 
as  to  deprive  the  latter  of  the  benefit  of  the  exception;    ^^    «. 
and  Lord  TerUerden  held  clearly  that  it  did  not.     If 
the  annuity  be  one  that  requires  enrolment,  the  cases 
establish  conclusively  upon  the  facts  appearing  in  the 
Master's  report  that  no  proper  memorial  of  it  has  been 
enrolled  ;  Drake  v.  Bogers  (a),  Ex  parte  Lewis,  (fi) 

Sir  W.  Home  and  Mr.  Jemmett,  for  the  Plaintifis. 

The  alleged  invalidity  of  the  memorial  is  immaterial, 
because  no  enrolment  was  necessary,  the  case  being 
one  which  is  specially  exempted  by  the  tenth  section  of 
the  act  Mrs.  Marchant  and  her  three  sons,  at  the  time 
of  the  grant,  had,  among  them,  what  amounted  to  an 
equitable  estate  in  fee  simple  in  possession  in  a  moiety 
of  the  property ;  and  the  report  finds  that  the  annual 
value  of  the  entirety  was  worth  more  than  double  the 
annuity.  Shrapnel  v.  Vernon  (c)  has  decided,  and  it  is 
now  perfectly  settled,  that  equitable  as  well  as  legal 
estates  are  within  the  exception  of  the  Annuity  Act : 
and  where  the  parties  joining  in  the  grant  of  an  annuity 
possess  among  them  (as  they  did  here),  the  whole  do- 
minion over  the  estate,  one  of  them  being  tenant  for 
life  in  possession,  and  the  others  having  the  immediate 
remainder  in  fee,  such  annuity  has  been  also  held  to 
fall  within  the  exception,  although,  literally,  none  of  the 
grantors  are  seised  in  fee  simple  or  fee  tail  in  posses- 
sion ;  Halsey  v.  Hales  (d).  The  three  sons  who  were 
parties  to  the  grant  had  a  vested  interest,  immediately 
expectant  on  their  mother's  death ;  and  although  their 

estate. 

(a)  2  Brod.  4*  Bing.  19.  chflsertj  vol.  ii.  App.  xiii.  p.  326, 

lb)  S  Ad.  t  EU.  155. ;  and  see  9th  ed. 

Sir  Edward  SugdetCt  obierva*  (c)  S  Bro,  C.  C.  S68. 

taoDs,  Law  of  Vendors  and  Pur^  [d)  7  T.  R.  194. 

Vol.  III.  P  p 
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^     1687.       estate  migbt  have  been  partialiy  defeated  by  the  Inrth 
T^^^^^^^    of  other  children,  it  extended,  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
V.  which  is  all  that  the  act  requires,  to  three  nndivided 

MAMc9Anf»  sixths,  or  ia  other  words,  to  a  moiety  of  the  property 
intended  to  be  charged.  Mrs.  Marchant  has  since  died 
without  having  had  any  other  children,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  her  death  before  her  children  would  be  an 
answer  to  any  objection  grounded  upon  the  supposed 
eflfect  of  the  proviso  in  her  father's  will.  Such  an  ob- 
jection, however,  do^  not  really  arise ;  for,  upon  the 
true  construction  of  the  proviso,  the  limitation  to  the 
children  took  effect  and  became  absolute  on  their  births, 
and  the  limitation  over  was  only  to  operate  in  case  Mrs. 
Marchani  should  not  have  children.  The  case  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  effect  decided  the  point,  for 
the  sole  matter  there  in  contest  was  the  validity  of  this 
identical  annui^r. 

7%e  Solicitor  Generalj  in  reply. 


1838.  "^^  Lord  Chancellor,  after  shortly  stating  the  dr- 

29<w.24.  cumstances  of  the  case,  as  they  appeared  upon  the 
report,  and  observing  that  the  facts  were  not  in  dis- 
pute, the  exception  applying  only  to  the  conclusion 
which  the  Master  had  drawn  from  those  facts,  gave 
judgment  as  follows :  — 

The  first  question  is,  whether  any  memorial  was 
necessary  under  the  statute  58  G.  S.  r.  141.  The  tenth 
section  of  that  statute  provides  that  the  act  shall  not 
extend  to  any  security  upon  freehold  lands  of  equal  or 
greater  value  than  the  annuity,  over  and  above  any 
other  annuity,  or  the  interest  of  any  mortgage  of  which 
the  grantee  had  notice  at  the  time,  whereof  the  grantee 

was 
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was  seised  in  fee  simple  or  fee  tail  in  possessioD>  or  the        18SS. 
fee  whereof  in  possession  the  grantor  was  enabled  to 
charge  at  the  time  of  the  grant. 

I  cannot  concnr  in  the  Master's  opinion,  that  the 
resnlt  of  the  action  (reported  in  2  B.  4r  ^^tdoL  SIS.\ 
establishes  the  validity  of  the  annuity ;  for  the  qaestion 
there  raised  and  dedded,  was  merely  whether  a  judg« 
ment  was  to  be  considered  as  a  charge  upon  the  estate^ 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
income  of  the  land  below  the  amount  of  the  annuity, 
and  consequently  to  render  a  memorial  necessary.  But 
it  oertaidy  proves  that  the  point  now  insisted  upon 
against  the  annuity  was  not  then  thought  to  be  avail-* 
able. 

From  the  statement  in  the  Master's  report,  whiciL  is 
not  in  question,  the  income  of  the  estate,  available  for 
the  payment  of  the  annuity,  exceeds  the  amount  of  the 
annuity;  that  is,  the  mother,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
whole  income  for  her  life,  and  her  three  sons,  entitled  to 
three  sixths,  after  her  death,  possess  together  half  the 
property  found  to  be  worth  100/.  a  year  and  .upwards, 
the  annuity  charged  upon  the  half  being  482. 

It  was  contended,  however,  that  these  parties  had  not 
together  such  an  estate  as  the  act  requires,  for  that  they 
were  not  seised  in  fee  simple  or  fee  tail,  and  were  not  en- 
titled to  charge  the  fee  in  possession  at  the  time  of  the 
grant  The  devise  was  in  trust  for  the  mother  for  life, 
and  after  her  decease  for  all  and  every,  her  children  as 
tenants  in  common  in  fee ;  but  it  was  said  that  there  is  a 
proviso  that,  if  any  of  the  testator's  sons  or  daughters 
should  die  without  leaving  issue,  the'trustees  should  hold 
the  premises  devised  in  trust  for  him,  or  her,  so  dying 
without  issue,  in  trust  for  his  or  her  surviving  brothers 
Pp  2  and 
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18S8.        and  sisters,  as  tenants  in  common;  and  thence  it  was 

'^^^^^■^^     aigued,  that  the  estate  charged  mi^t  fail  by  the  death 

V,  of  all  the  six  children  before  the  mother.     In  order  to 

Mabchant.    support  this  objection,  it  must  be  held  that  the  event 

contemplated  in  the  proviso  is  a  dying  without  children 

living  at  the  death  of  the  parent ;  but  that  woold  be 

contrary  to  the  established  construction  of  the  words 

used.    I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that.the  grant  is  within 

the  exception  of  the  statute,  and  did  not  require  any 

memorial. 

Had  it  been  necessary  to  decide  upon  the  1^ 
validity  of  the  memorial,  there  must  have  been  a 
reference  back  to  the  Master,  because  the  report  does 
not  state  any  of  the  circumstances  relied  upon  as  ob- 
jections to  the  memorial  as  facts,  but  only  as  the 
grounds  on  which  it  had  been  contended  before  him, 
that  the  memorial  was  invalid. 

The  result  is,  that  the  Master,  in  my  opinion,  came 
to  the  right  conclusion,  and  that  the  exception  most  be 
over-ruled. 
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BETWEEN 

JACOB  BERNAL  and  ESTHER,  his  Wife,  and    ^**.«i.«- 
Others  -  -  Plaintiffs; 

AND 

JOSEPH   BERNAL,    JOSEPH    DE    CASTRO, 
LEAH  BERNAL,  and  Others  Defendants. 

AND  BETWEEN 

The  said  JOSEPH  BERNAL  and  Others, 

Plaintiffs ; 

AND 

The  said  JACOB  BERNAL  and  Others, 

Defendants  (a). 

The  petition  of  Jacob  Bemal  and  Abraham  Ber- 
nalj  *^  male  descendants  of  Benjamin  Bemal, 
the  favoured  nephew  of  the  testator  Joseph 
^emalf^  stated, 

fT'HAT  Joseph  Bemal,  otherwise  Caspar  Francis  Ber-  «  Male  chil- 

-■-  nal,  the  testator  in  the  cause,  made  his  will  at  Amster-  jJ^J^  ^"j* 

dam,  dated,  at  the  commencement,  the  4th  of  October  held  to  mean 

**  male  de- 
1698,  scendants;" 

(a)  The  reporters  are  indebted      general    proceedings    in    these  j^g^Q^aQ^" 
to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  SideboHom      causes :  — .  held  to  mean, 

for  the  following  note  of  the  according  to 

the  English 
**  BsRKAL  v.  Bernal.  law,  [and 

sefitbif  accord* 
"The  circumstances  of  this      1834;  and  a  vast  number  of  or-  j^^  ^^  ^jjg 

case    are    exceedingly  singular,  ders  were  made,  from  time  to  Dutch  law 

In  the  year  1729  an  order  was  time,  admitting  objects  of  the  also,]  descend- 

made  as  to  the  application  of  charity,  upon  the  footing  of  the  *"^'  claiming 

the  fund,  and  which  was  acted  original    order.      In    the   year  qJi^"^    "^  ^ 

upon  down  to  the  period  when  1834,  however,  it   was    found 

the  petidoner    [Jacob  Bemal]  that  the  descendants  of  the  tes- 

made    his  first  application,  in  tator^s  nephew,  ^rn/aimn  ^^rna/, 

Pp  3  vere 
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1693,  and  at  the  end  the  2d  o{  December  1695,  and  that 
in  such  will  were  contained  the  following  clauses,  viz^ 
«  I  order  that  the  effects  ^hich  I  have  in  the  India  and 
African  Company  of  London  and  their  profits  shall  be 

applied 


were  so  numeroui,  that  it  would 
be  Decemry  that  tome  new  nile 
of  dtttributioii  should  be  re- 
torted tOy  in  order  to  limit  the 
number  of  objects.  The  peti- 
tioner, who  was  one  of  the  par- 
ties in  the  receipt  of  the  income 
of  the  fund)  as  one  of  the  objects 
of  the  charity,  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
for  directions  as  to  the  admini- 
stration of  the  charity ;  and  upon 
that  petition  coming  on  to  be 
heard,  the  other  parties,  the  then 
partakers  of  the  charity,  for  the 
reason  before  mentioned  (via. 
the  necessity  of  limiting  the 
number  of  participants),  and  not 
with  any  idea  that  any  attempt 
would  be  made  to  alter  the 
course  of  administration  &{  the 
charity,  except  in  order  to  limit 
its  objects,  consented  to  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Master  to  approve  of 
a  new  scheme.  When  the  par- 
ties got  into  the  Master's  office^ 
the  petitioner  brought  in  a  state 
of  facts,  in  which  Ae  insisted 
that  the  male  descendants  of  the 
testator's  nephew  were  alone 
entitled  to  share,  on  account  of 
the  Jewish  law  (as  it  was  al- 
leged) excluding  females  from 
inheriting.  The  Master,  upon 
thu  claim  being  submitted,  made 
a  report,  submitting  the  question 
to  the  Court;  and  the  peti- 
tioner having  presented  a  peti- 


tion upon  the  report  to  Sir  «/• 
Leadiy  then  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
he  referred  it  back  to  the  Mas- 
ter to  proceed  to  approve  oi  a 
scheme  ktnmg  regard  to  ike 
cmtrte  thai  kad  Uem  eamimmaify 
pureued.  From  this  order  the 
petitioner  appealed  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, and  the  matter  came  on 
to  be  heard  before  Lord  I^riid- 
kunif  in  the  year  1835,  when, 
although  no  judgment  was  then 
given,  his  Lordship  eiqiressed  an 
opinion  that  the  question  was 
not  to  be  decided  according  to 
the  Jewish  law,  'but  that  the 
Court  had  never  definitively  de- 
termined the  question  as  to  who 
were  the.proper olyects;  audit 
occurring  to  his  Lordship  to  put 
a  question  as  to  the  domidl  of 
the  testator,  the  matter  stood 
over  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  inquiry  relative  thereto. 

"  The  matter  was  afterwards 
brought  before  Lord  CoOenkawi^ 
when  Lord  Commissioner,  who 
concurred  in  opinion  with  Lord 
Ljfndkmnt,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  practice  of  conaidenUy 
more  than  a  centuiy,  there  was 
no  binding  decision  of  the  Court; 
and  he  therefore  referred  it  to 
the  Master  to  inquire  what  was 
the  proper  domicil  of  the  testa- 
tor; and,  upon  the  suggestion 
by  the  Appellant's  counsel  that 
the 
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applied  to  the  performance  of  this  my  will ;  and  what 
shall  remain,  be  it  little  or  much,  it  shall  be  put  into 
stock  into  the  chamber  of  Zealatui,  whose  dividends  and 
those  of  Londofij  with  the  interest  of  ISOO/.  in  that  of 

the 


1898. 


the  testator  was   domidled  in 
Holland,  and  that  it  might  pro- 
bably be  the  case  that  the  pecu- 
liar laws  of  the  Jews  were  re- 
cognised in  that  country,  and 
by  eoment  of  the  Respondents, 
it  was  further  referred  to  the 
Master,  in  case  he  should  find 
that  the  testator  was  domiciled 
in  HiMand,  to  inquire  what  was 
the  law  of  that  country,  having 
regard  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  testator  being  a  Jew.     On 
the  matter  being  discussed  be- 
fore the  Master,  he  (the  Master) 
required  to  see  the  probate  of 
the  will.    It  then  appeared  that 
the  will  had  been  proved  in  HoU 
Imuf,     and    that   probate   was 
granted  in  this  country  upon  a 
translated  copy  only.    Upon  in- 
spection of  that  copy,  it  ap- 
peared   to    differ  considerably 
from  the  statement  of  the  will, 
as  set  out  in  all  the  previous 
proceedings.   And,  in  particular, 
in  the  first  clause,  in  which  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  descend- 
ants of  the  testator's  nephews 
and  nieces,  the  descendants  of 
the  nephews  were  mentioned  by 
the    name  c£  **  male  eiUdren.'* 
The  Master  being  of  opinion, 
upon  the  production  of  the  pro- 
hate  (and  with  no  further  evi^ 
dence),  that  the  testator's  domi- 
cil  was  in  Holland,  the  opinion 
of  a  Dutch  counsel  was  taken 

pp 


upon  the  construction  of  the 
will,  who,  upon  the  ground  of 
the  term  ^  male  children"  being 
used  in  the  above  clause^  al- 
though not  elsewhere  repeated, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  other 
passages  of  the  will,  bearing  upon 
the  subject,  must  be  controlled 
in  their  construction  by  the  ex- 
pression in  question;  and,  there- 
fore, although  male  and  female 
descendants  of  the  testator's 
nieces  might  be  allowed  to  take 
benefits  as  objects  of  the  charity, 
yet  that  the  male  descendants 
only  of  the  nephewM  were  en- 
titled. This  opinion  he  founded 
merely  upon  general  reasoning^ 
and  not  upon  the  ground  of  any 
particular  law  bearing  upon  the 
sutyect.  But  the  advocate  stated 
that  there  was  no  difference  in 
the  law  of  Holland  between  Jews 
and  others.  Upon  this  the 
Master  made  his  report  in  favour 
of  the  Dtdch  domicil,  and  stated 
the  law  of  Holland  to  be  as  the 
advocate  had  stated  it. 

*'  On  the  matter  coming  on 
again  before  the  Court  for  fur- 
ther directions.  Lord  CoUenhoMf 
then  Chancellor,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Master  should  have  re- 
ceived further  evidence;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Master  to 
review  his  report  for  that  pur- 
pose. Accordingly^  further  evi- 
4  dence 
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the  African  at  London  shall  be  applied  to  keep  the 
"Capital  entire ;  except  that  it  should  happen  to  appear  to 
my  executors  that  any  of  the  relations  hereinafternamed 
should  be  reduced  to  want;  in  which  case  all  the  divi* 
dends  or  interest  shall  be  applied  to  those  in  necessity, 

which 


dence  was  produced  before  the 
Master,  the  effect  of  which  was 
to  shew  from  the  books  of  the 
Jewish  congregations  in  London 
and  Anuierdam,  that  the  testator 
had  become  a  member  of  the 
Jewish  synagogue  at  Amsterdam, 
and  had  greatly  diminished  his 
contributions  to  the  synagogue 
in  London  ;  and  upon  these  and 
other  grounds,  the  Master  again 
made  his  report  in  favour  of  the 
Dutch  domiciL 

*^  During  these  proceedings,  an 
apparently  very  ancient  copy  of 
the  will,  in  the  original  Spanith, 
with  a  translation  annexed,  dif- 
fering from  the  translation  in  the 
probate,  was  produced,  having 
been  always  in  the  custody  of 
the  solicitors  whose  house  had 
had  the  management  of  the 
cause  for  at  least  half  a  century. 
By  this  translation  the  word 
translated  ^  male  children**  in 
the  copy  admitted  to  probate, 
was  translated  ^  children ;"  and 
the  original  in  the  Spanith  copy 
was  the  word  ^'htjot,^*  a  word 
meaning  children  in  general,  and 
so  translated  in  other  parts  of 
the  probate  copy.  Inquiry  also 
was  made  as  to  the  original  will, 
which,  according  to  the  custom 
of  Afnsterdam,  had  been  left  in 
the  possession  of  the  notary  con* 


cemed  in  its  proof;  but  it  was 
found,  that  a  very  few  years  ago 
the  house  containing  all  the 
original  notarial  acts  of  that  no- 
tary, and  including,  therefore, 
the  original  will,  bad  been  burnt. 

*  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  contended,  on  the  part  of 
the  Appellant,  by  Mr.  fVake/SM 
and  Mr.  Cooper^  1st,  that  the 
copy  in  the  possession  of  the 
solicitors  could  not  be  received 
in  evidence,  and  that  the  Court 
was  bound  to  consider  the  copy 
admitted  to  probate  as  the  only 
authentic  copy;  Sdly,  that  the 
testator  was  domiciled  in  HoU 
land,  because  it  appeared  from 
the  will  that  the  testator  carried 
on  business  in  Hoi/and,  and  that 
his  trustees  and  executors  were 
residents  in  that  country;  and 
that  the  legacies  were  given  in 
Dutch  coin;  and  also  that  the 
testator  died  in  HoUand,  and  hts 
will  was  proved  in  that  countiy, 
and  that  it  was  clear,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  testator  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  Dutch 
synagogue,  and  diminishing  his 
payments  to  the  London  lyna* 
gogue,  that  he  had  become  do- 
miciled in  Holland;  and,  thirdly, 
that  such   being  the  case,  the 
opinion  of  the  Dutch  advocate 
was  conclusive. 
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which  are  Jacob  Levi  Ganez^  Abrdhpm  and  Jacob  de 
Isaac  Berrudf  Isaac  de  Jacob  Bemal^  Benjamin  Bemal, 
and  also  Rachel  Louzado,  Leah  de  Castro,  and  Esther 
Franco,  if  they  or  their  children  shall  come  to  want, 
and  in  like  manner  the  male  children  of  the  above  named 
men,  also  included  in  this  clause ;  Leah,  Rachel,  and  Esther 
of  Jacob  Bemal  my  brother,  and  their  children,  whom 
God  prosper,  they  may  not  come  to  want  this.  And  it  is 
also  my  will  that  when  it  shall  happen  that  any  female 
orphan  of  my  generation  be  Jews,  are  to  be  married, 
there  shall  be  given  to  them  1 000  guilders  dowry  out  of 

the 


1838. 


'*  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
contended  by  Sir  W.  Home  and 
Mr.  Sidebattomy  on  the  part  of 
the  Respondents,  first,  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  the ' 
Spamth  and  English  copies  in 
the  possession  of  the  solicitors 
ought  to  be  considered  as  evi- 
dence of  the  contents  of  the 
will ;  secondly,  that  the  testator 
was  domiciled  in  England^  be- 
cause it  clearly  appeared  from 
his  will  that  he  resided  and  car- 
ried on  business  in  London,  and 
had  a  house  there,  and  that  he 
resided  in  London  with  his  wife 
and  mother,  both  of  whom  were 
buried  in  London  ;  that  his  will 
spoke  of  his  furniture,  plate,  and 
papers  in  his  house  in  London^ 
and  that  the  will  had  been  made 
at  different  times,  and  that  the 
last  date  of  it  was  in  the  year  of 
his  death :  so  that,  to  that  very 
year,  it  appeared  that  he  had 
maintained  his  English  domicil 
and  establishment;  and  that,  as 
it  was  quite  clear  upon  the  face 
of  the  will  that  he  had  acquired 


an  English  domicil,  and  as  it 
could  not  be  proved  that  he  had 
altered  that  domicil,  and  taken 
another,  he  must  be  considered 
as  domiciled  in  England  at  the 
time  of  his  death ;  SomerviUe  v. 
Somertfille,  5  Fes,  750.;  and, 
thirdly,  that  the  Dutch  opinion 
was  only  matter  of  general  rea- 
soning, and  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  a  statement  of  Dutch 
law  on  the  subject. 

*'  T^  Loan  Chancellor, how- 
ever, was  of  opinion  that  the 
probate  copy  must  be  conclu- 
sively considered  as  the  docu- 
ment upon  which  the  Court  was 
to  act,  and  that  the- opinion  of 
the  Dutch  counsel  was  to  be 
considered  as  conclusive  evi- 
denice  of  the  law;  but  took  time  ' 
to  consider  the  question  of  do- 
micil; and  afterwards,  during 
the  Vacation,  stated  his  opinion 
to  coincide  with  that  of  the 
Master  on  the  subject  of  do- 
micil." 
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1 888*        the  said  interest  by  the  votes  of  the  ezecuton  of  my  wiB^ 
and  the  grandsons  and  the  great  grandsons  of  the  race 
of  my  father  who  is  in  glory,  that  shall  be  found  living 
in  Judaism;  which  my  executors  shall  perform,  and 
when  any  die  shall  name  others  in  their  place.     Item,  I 
name  for  my  executors  of  my  testament  and  this  my 
will,  Jacob  Levi  Ganez  snd  Abraham  Bemal^  my  nqphews; 
with  power  at  the  end  of  their  days  to  name  others  in 
their  place,  to  execute  and  administer  of  what  shall  be 
left  of  my  estate  and  effects,  in  the  manner  that  shall  ap* 
pear  to  them  to  be  most  for  the  security  and  benefit :  for 
that  my  meaning  is,  that  as  much  stock  as  may  be  shall  be 
preserved,  that  their  produce  may  answer  and  be  applied 
to  the  necessities  of  those  of  the  race  of  my  fiither  (whom 
God  hath),  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors,  and  those 
they  shall  name  in  their  places ;  apd  I  charge  the  one 
and  the  other  to  choose  out  of  our  heirs  and  near  kin- 
dred persons  capable;  to  the  end  that  in  this  manner 
the  money  hereof  may  be  preserved  for  the  comfort  and 
succour  of  our  family,  and  that  they  may  be  provided  for ; 
and  I  hope  other  relations  will  augment  this  stock,  to  the 
end  that  they  may  have  greater  assistance  in  the  adversi^ 
that  may  fall  them  (from  which  God  deliver  us),  the 
descendants  or  near  kindred,  who  for  sins  may  suffer 
these  or  the  like  misfortunes   (from  which  God  deliver 
them),  that  they  may  succour  the  others.    I  say  my  will 
is,  that  Isaac  de  Jacob  Bemali  and  Benjamin  Bemalj 
my  nephews,  be  also  my  executors,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive of  my  goods  and  effects  be  it  only  by  Jacob  Levi 
GaneZf  or  who  else  shall  have  a  power  from  him  and 
the  rest,  for  that  they  may  help  him  in  fulfilling  my 
will,  and  have  voices  in  the  things  and  succours  that 
are  to  be  given  more  than  what  is  herein  expressed  in 
this  my  last  will ;  and  likewise  my  will  is,  that  in  those 
causes  Leah  de  Castro  and  Esther  Franco,  my  nieces,  shall 
meet  and  have  votes,  by  reason  they  have  more  know-» 

ledge 
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ledge  of  our  relations  in  Spatn^  and  of  my^  inclinations        1688. 
and  obligations.     And  I  charge  every  body  that  they 
give  to  the  children  of  Benjamin  Bemal^  and  prefer 
them  to  others  if  they  should  want,  or  be  to  be  married :  ** 

That  the  testator  &d  ajt  Amsterdam  in  the  year  1 6^» 
and  that  his  will  was  shortly  afterwards  duly  proved 
there  by  his  executors : 

That  on  or  about  the  29th  of  January  1722  (all  the 
testator's  executors  being  then  deceased),  the  Defendant 
Joseph  Bemalf  the  eldest  son  of  the  before-mentioned 
Benjamin  Bemal^  procured  letters  of  administration, 
with  a  translation  of  the  will  annexed,  to  be  granted 
to  him  by  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  : 

That  by  the  decree  made  in  these  causes  on  the  9th 
o{  December  1728,  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to  take 
an  account  of  the  testator's  personal  estate,  and  the  pro- 
dace  thereof,  from  the  several  persons  who  had  received 
the  same ;  and  that  it  was  ordered  that  the  parties  should 
lay  a  scheme  before  the  Master  for  the  distribution  o. 
the  interest  and  income  of  the  stock  and  funds  therein 
mentioned : 

That  the  Master  made  his  report,  dated  the  26th  of 
January  1729,  in  pursuance  of  the  decree,  and  certified 
that,  at  that  time,  fourteen  persons  therein  named,  and 
no  more,  were  in  want,  and  proper  objects  of  the 
charity,  and  that  he  had  approved  of  the  scheme  that 
had  been  laid  before  him,  as  a  good  rule  for  distributing 
and  disposing  of  the  dividends  of  the  stock : 

That  as  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  report  died, 
others  were,  from  time  to  time,  admitted  partakers  of 
the  dividends  and  interest  of  the  fund  in  Court,  by 
divers  orders  of  the  Court;  and  that,  by  an  order  dated 

the 
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18SS.  the  10th  of  February  1768,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
interest  and  dividends  of  the  fund  in  Court,  should  be 
paid  to  the  several  persons  therein  named,  in  manner 
therein  mentioned ;  and  that,  by  an  order  made  on  the 
22d  of  June  1768,  it  was  ordered  that  the  dividends 
arising  from  the  old  South  Sea  annuities,  then  in  Court, 
should  be  divided  amongst  the  several  persons  therein 
named ; 

That  many  persons  continued,  from  time  to  time,  to 
be  admitted  partakers  thereof,  by  various  orders,  and, 
that  by  an  order  dated  the  22d  o(  January  1806,  it  was 
ordered  (amongst  other  things)  that  the  interest  there- 
after to  accrue  due  on  the  8162/.  05.  6<Lf  old  South  Sea 
annuities,  then  in  Court,  until  further  order,  should  be 
divided  into  thirty-two  equal  shares  amongst  the  several 
persons  therein  named : 

That,  by  an  order  of  the  25th  of  March  18SS,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  interest  and  dividends  of  the 
8162/.  0^.  6i.,  South  Sea  annuities,  being  the  then  fund  in 
Court,  should  be  divided  and  paid  to  and  amongst  the 
nineteen  persons  therein  named ,  that  is  to  say,  the  peti- 
tioners, Jacob  Bemal  and  Abraham  Bemaly  and  also 
Deborah  Sanguinette^  Hannah  Sanguinette,  John  Sangut-- 
nettCf  Elias  Sangutnette  the  younger,  Joseph  Sanguinette^ 
Isaac  Bodriguesy  Sarah^  the  wife  of  John  TuUockj 
Esther^  the  wife  of  Joseph  Banks^  Marian^  the  wife, 
and  afterwards  the  widow  of  Charles  Upton^  Deborah 
RodrigueSi  Esther  Genescj  Isaac  Genese,  Sarah  Genese, 
Abraham  Genese^  Sampson  GenesCj  Hannah  Genese,  and 
Samuel  Genescj  by  half  yearly  payments,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  Court : 

That  the  several  nineteen  persons,  named  in  the  last 
mentioned  order,  continued  to  receive  the  dividends  of 

the 
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the  said  annuities,  under  such  order,  until  the  year       18S8. 
18S4,  when  the  payment  thereof  ceased  or  was  sus- 
pended, by  reason  or  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings 
after  mentioned: 

That  on  or  about  the  18th  of  June  1834,  the  peti- 
tioner, Jacob  Berrudf  preferred  his  petition  in  these 
causes  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  praying  such  declar- 
ation as  to  the  proper  persons  entitled  to  or  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  dividends  of  the  funds  in  Court,  as  should 
appear  to  be  just,  and  to  give  such  directions,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Master  or  otherwise,  as  should  appear 
expedient,  or  to  make  and  give  such  other  declarations, 
order,  and  directions^  touching  the  matters  aforesaid, 
as  the  case  might  require,  and  to  his  Honor  might  seem 
meet: 

That,  by  an  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  made 
on  the  hearing  of  the  petition,  bearing  date  the  25th  of 
June  18S4,  it  was,  amongst  other  things,  ordered  that 
the  Master  should  proceed  in  the  reference  directed  by 
a  former  order  of  the  20th  of  January  1834;  and,  in 
so  doing,  he  was  to  have  regard  to  the  course  which  had 
been  thitherto  adopted  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
will :  And  that  it  was  ordered,  that  so  much  of  the  said 
8162/.  Os.  6d.j  old  South  Sea  annuities,  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  Accountant-general,  in  trust  in  these  causes, 
as  would  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  amount  of  certain 
costs  in  the  petition  mentioned,  should  be  sold ;  and 
that,  out  of  the  money  to  arise  by  the  sale,  the  costs 
should  be  paid : 

That  the  petitioner,  Jacob  Bemalj  on  the  31st  of 
October  1834,  preferred  his  petition  of  appeal  to  the 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  stating  the  several  matters  afore- 
said, and  otherwise  as  therein  mentioned,  and  appealing 

against 


S68  CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 

18S8.  agsinst  so  much  of  the  order  of  the  Master  .of  the 
Rolls  of  the  25th  of  June  1834,  as  directed  him  to 
proceed  in  the  reference  directed  by  the  order  of  20th 
of  January  1834,  and,  in  so  doing,  to  have  r^ard  to 
the  course  which  had  been  thitherto  adopted  as  to  the 
construction  of  the  will ;  and  that  the  petitioner  submitted 
the  several  matters  in  his  petition  mentioned  to  the 
consideration  and  judgment  of  the  Court,  and  prayed 
a  reversal  of  so  much  of  that  order  as  was  complained 
of,  and  such  declaration  and  order  as  prayed  by  the 
petition,  touching  the  matters  therein  mentioned  : 

That  the  last  mentioned  petition  came  on  to  be 
heard  before  Lord  Lyndkurst^  then  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  directed  it  to  stand  over  for  his  judgment ;  and  that 
his  Lordship  afterwards  directed  the  petition  to  stand  in 
his  paper  for  judgment,  when  his  Lordship  raised  the 
question  of  the  testator's  domicile,  and  directed  a 
further  argument  of  that  question : 

That  before  any  further  argument  of  that  question 
took  place.  Lord  Lyndhurst  ceased  to  be  Lord  Chan* 
cellor,  and  that  the  petition  afterwards  came  on  to  be 
heard  before  the  Lords  Commissioners,  who  made  an 
order  thereon,  bearing  date  the  Slst  of  ^dy  1835^ 
whereby  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to  enquire  and 
state  what  was  the  domicile  of  the  testator  at  the  re- 
spective tiroes  of  making  his  will,  and  of  his  death ; 
and  in  case  the  Master  should  find  that  the  testator 
was  domiciled  in  Holland,  then  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Master  should  inquire  and  state  what  was  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  testator's  will,  in  regard  to  the  property 
the  subject  of  this  suit,  according  to  the  law  of  HoUand, 
at  the  respective  times  of  the  dates  of  the  said  testator's 
will  and  of  his  death,  as  regarding  the  wills  or  testa- 
.  ments  of  persons  professing  Judaism  domiciled  in  Hci^ 

land. 
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land  i  and  if  there  were  any  difiPerence  in  respect  of  such        1 888. 
law  at  the  respective  dates  of  such  will,  and  of  the 
death  of  the  testator ;  with  liberty  to  state  special  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  that  further  directions  and  costs  were 
reserved: 

'  That  the  Master,  by  his  report,  dated  the  18th  of 
June  1836,  found  that  the  domicile  of  the  testator  was 
at  Amsterdam^  and  certified,  that  being  of  that  opinion, 
he  caused  a  copy  of  the  will,  annexed  to  the  letters  of 
administration,  to  be  translated  into  Dutch  ;  and  that  he 
also  caused  a  case  to  be  prepared  for  the  opinion  of 
G.  Delpratj  an  advocate  practising  at  the  Hagucj  the 
said  G.  Delprat  having  been  approved  of  by  the  soli- 
citors for  all  parties  interested,  as  a  proper  person  before 
whom  the  said  case  should  be  laid ;  and  that  the  case 
having  been  also  approved  of  by  the  solicitors,  and  having 
been  also  translated  into  Dutch,  the  same  was,  with  the 
copy  of  the  will,  laid  before  Mn  Delprat  for  his  opinion  t. 
And  that  the  Master  stated  the  case,  which,  amongst 
other  things,  stated  that  the  property,  the  subject  of 
the  suit,  was  derived  under  and  had  immediate  re- 
ference to  the  two  clauses  or  items  in  the  will,  which 
were  marked  in  the  margin  of  the  copy  of  the  will 
sent  therewith,  and  an  opinion  was  requested  on  the 
following  question  :  **  What  was  the  true  construction 
of  the  will  of  the  testator,  in  regard  to  the  property, 
the  subject  of  the  marked  clauses,  according  to  the  law 
of  Holland  at  the  respective  times  of  the  dales  of  the 
testator's  will  and  of  his  death,  as  regarding  the  wills  or 
testaments  of  persons  professing  Judaism  domiciled  in 
HoUand;  and  was  there  any  difference  in  respect  of 
such  law  at  the  respective  dates  of  the  will  and  of  the 
death  of  the  testator  ?"  And  that  the  Master  found  that 
Mr,  Delprafs  opinion,  as  translated,  was  as  follow^ 
viz.:  — 

"The 
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18S8.  <<Tbe  coDcIasion  of  the  case  in  the  cause  of  the 

Master  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Bemal  v.  Bernal^  is 
as  follows :  ^  What  was  the  true  construction  of  the 
will  of  the  said  testator  in  regard  to  the  property,  the 
subject  of  the  said  marked  clauses,  according  to  the 
law  of  Holland  at  the  respective  times  of  the  dates  of 
the  said  testator's  will  and  of  his  death,  as  r^arding 
the  wills  or  testaments  of  persons  professing  Judaism 
in  Holland  ;  and  was  there  any  difference  in  respect  of 
such  law  at  the  respective  dates  of  the  said  will  and  of 
the  death  of  the  said  testator?'     Upon  this  query,  I 
am  of  opinion  the  following  ought  to  be  the  answer* 
According  to  the  will  of  Joseph  Bemaly  alias  Gaspar 
Francisco  Bemaly   alias  Don  Luis  de  Andrade^   alias 
Juan  Bueno  de  Paz,  he  has  not  expressly  disposed  of  the 
property  of  the  funds,  out  of  which  revenues  the  dis- 
tressed relatives  ought  to  be  assisted.     Often,  in  a  will, 
the  property  of  a  capital,  which  is  separated  from  a  fixed 
.intention  or  an  institution,  is  not  disposed  of.     Such  in-» 
tention  may  lapse  in  the  course  of  time,  and  become 
infeasible ;  and  then  ihe  question  arises,  to  whom  must 
the  property  belong  or  go  to  ?     According  to  the  law  in 
force  in  the  years  169S  and  1695,  the  will  was  then  so 
interpreted  that  the  property  belonged  to  the  heirs 
instituted  by  the  will ;  and  should  no  universal  heirs  or 
legatees  have  been  appointed,  to  the  heirs  ab  inlestato. 
That  law  existed  ex  analogid  of  the  law  with  respect  to 
legacies.     See  Hugo  Grotius^  Introduction  to  the  Dutch 
Jurisprudence^  1 1  book,  24  voL  ss.  37  and  38.    Also^  of 
such  legacies,  the  property  is  considered  to  belong  to  the 
instituted  heirs  or  to  the  heirs  ab  intestato^  just  so  as  is 
meant  by  the  Casus  Positivi :  See  Van  Leetevoen  Censura 
Forensisy  Lib.  3.,  c.  4.,  s.  42.    Voetj  adPand.  Tit,  Dehis 
cpjuE  ut  indignis  auferuntur^  Lib.  34.  Tit.  9.  s.  5.  and  par- 
ticularly Bynkershoekf  Quastiones  Jurisp.  Lib.  3.  c  9.  on 

the 
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the   question   ^^  quibus  cedant  qtuB  non  capientibus  rC"        1888. 
Unquntur"    Therefore  in  respect  to  this  question  such 
right  existed  as  emanated  from  the  jurisprudence  in 
Holland.     At  the  time  of  making  the  will,  the  4th 
October  1693,  and  2d  December  1695,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  the   testator,   according  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  case,  about  August  1696,  the  same  was  in 
force    with  regard  to  capitals  of  which  the  property 
had  not  been  disposed,  and  the  property  belonged  to 
the  appointed  heirs ;  and,  by  default  of  them,  to  the 
heirs  ab  intestato.    Now,  in  regard  to  persons  professing 
Judaism  in  Holland^  the  law   was   the  same  between 
Christians  and  Jews :  there  existed  in  that  respect  no 
difference.     According  to  the  resolution  of  the  States  of 
Hdland  of  the  SOth  of  September  1656,  the  Jews  were 
obliged  to  conform  themselves  according  to  the  political 
decrees  of  this  country.     This  resolution  was  confirmed 
by  the  jgovemment ;  and  by  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of 
August  1665,  it  was  granted  to  the  Jews  to  marry  and 
to  make  wills :  their  wills  were  interpreted  according  to 
the  common  law,  and,  in  cases  like  the  present  subject, 
there    existed  with   regard  to    them   no   special  law. 
Herewith  I  am  of  opinion  to  have  answered  the  query 
propounded  in  the  case,  what  was  the  law  of  Holland 
in  169S,    1695,    and   1696,  with   regard  to  Jews,  re- 
specting  the  construction  of  the  will  of  Bemal^  and 
particularly  respecting  the  property  mentioned  in  the 
marked  clauses. 

'^  It  is  further  mentioned  in  the  case  that,  in  regard  to 
the  marked  clauses  or  items  in  the  said  copy  will,  a 
doubt  or  question  arises  whether,  according  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  terms  there  made  use  of  by  the  tes- 
tator,—  which  are  "the  race  of  my  father,"  "  our  heirs 
and  near  kindred,"  "  our  family,"  "  descendants  or  near 
kindred,"  and  "  our  relations" — both  males  and  females 
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1888.  are  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  or  whether 
males  only  are  entitled,  to  the  exclusion  of  females. 
The  constructions  of  the  marked  periods  appear  to  me 
to  be  these.  It  was  the  testator's  will  that  the  monies, 
remaining  after  the  execution  of  his  will,  should  be 
converted  into  a  capital,  the  dividends  and  interest 
to  be  employed  in  holding  up  and  increasing  the 
capital :  however  the  dividends  and  interest  shall  be 
applied  for  the  support  of  the  blood  relations  who^ 
in  the  twenty-fourth  marked  clause,  are  named,  when 
they  should  be  reduced  to  want,  viz.,  Jacob  Levi 
GaneZf  Abraham  and  Jacob  de  Isaac  Bemal,  Isaac  de 
Jacob  Bemalj  Benjamin  Benialj  Rachel  LcMsado^  Leah 
de  Castro^  Esther  Franco^  and  the  children  of  these  three 
women.  In  regard  to  the  children  of  these  women, 
the  testator  makes  no  difference,  whether  the  children 
are  of  the  male  or  of  the  female  race.  But  in  regard 
to  the  four  above  named  men,  the  testator  limits  the 
support  to  their  male  children  only.  Further,  the  tes- 
tator names  also,  as  being  able  to  make  a  clum  on 
the  support,  Leah^  Rachel^  and  Esther^  of  Jacob  Bemal^ 
and  their  children,  —  again,  without  difference  whether 
these  children  are  of  the  male  'or  of  the  female  race. 
The  testator  fixes  abo  that  should  female  Jewish  orphans, 
children  of  his  generation,  get  married,  1000  guilders  is 
to  be  paid  to  them  out  of  the  said  interest,  which  is  to 
be  decided  by  the  votes  of  the  executors,  and  of  the 
grandsons  and  great  grandsons  of  the  race  of  the  testa- 
tor's father,  and  who  are  Jews.  In  the  clause  twenty- 
nine,  the  testator  nominates  his  executors,  and  also 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  just  mentioned  disposi- 
tion ;  namely,  Jacob  Levi  Ganez  and  Abraham  Bemal : 
to  these  he  gives  the  power  to  appoint  at  their  decease 
others  in  their  place  to  be  executors  and  administrators 
of  the  capital.  The  testator  charges  his  executors  to 
choose  for  their  successors  able  persons  out  of  their 

heirs 
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heirs  and  nearest  blood  relations.    The  executors  are  to 
judge  who  they  shall  deem  the  most  fit  to  be  their  sucv 
cessors,  from  the  heirs  and  nearest  blood  relations.   This 
choice,  according  to  my  opinion,  cannot  be  attached  as 
long  as  it  only  takes  place  from  the  heirs  and  nearest 
blood  relations  of  the  testator,  or  of  Jacob  Levi  Ganez  and 
Abraham  BemaL    The  testator  also  makes  no  difference 
whether  these  administrators  who  succeed  the  executors 
are  men  or  women.    The  stipulation  there  appearing  that 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied  for  the  necessities  of  those 
of  <*  the  race  of  my  father/*  whom  the  executors  or 
their  successors  shall  consider  entitled  to  the  assistance, 
can,  in  my  opinion,  not  derogate  from  that  which  the 
testator  in  No.  25  more  particularly  and  strictly  has  sti- 
pulated with  regard  to  that  support    These  stipulations 
stand  in  the  foreground,  and  must  be  obsenred ;  they 
shew  in  what  sense  the  words,  *'  the  race  of  my  father  ** 
pugbt    to  be  taken.     In  the  twenty-ninth  clause,  the 
testator  treats  more  particularly  about  the  executors; 
but  the  persons  who  can  make  a  claim  on  the  support 
are  mentioned  in  No.  25.     That  which  is  mentioned  at 
the  en3  of  No.  29,  in  regard  to  the  children  of  Benjamin 
Bemalf  must  therefore  be  again  considered  as  in  con- 
nection with  No.  25,  where  only  the  male  children  of 
Benjamin  Bemal  are  declared  to  be  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  fund.     That  which  appears  in  No.  29,  that 
they  are  to  have  greater  assistance  in  the  adversity 
which  the  descendants  or  relations  should  or  might  sus- 
tain, must  be  considered  in  connection  with  that  which 
immediately  precedes.    The  testator  hopes,  namely,  that 
other  relations  will  increase  that  stock.     Those  who  do 
so  can  in  that  case  also  settle  who  of  the  descendants 
or  relations  ought  to  be  assisted,  whether  the  women 
are  to  be  excluded,  or  whether  they  are  included  in  the 
denomination  of  descendants.   But  in  regard  to  the  fund 
established  by  the  testator,  he  makes  in  No.  24  very 
Q  q  2  strict 
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strict  stipulations  respecting  the  persons  who  ought  to 
participate  in  the  benefit.  Therefore,  it  also  appears  to 
me,  that  the  words  *'  our  heirs,''  and  *'  nearest  blood 
relations,'*  in  No.  29,  cannot  cause  or  create  any  doubt; 
for  that  expression  concerns  alone  the  choice  of  the  suc- 
cessors (and  this  choice  is  entrusted  to  the  executors), 
and  by  no  means  the  persons  who  participate  in  the  bene- 
fit. Herewith,  I  presume  to  have  answered  the  mean- 
ing of  the  case : " 

That  the  Master  certified  that,  on  consideration  of 
the  opinion,  he  found  that  the  true  construction  of  the 
will  of  the  testator,  in  regard  to  the  property,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  suit,  according  to  the  law  of  Holland,  at  the 
respective  times  of  the  dates  of  the  testator's  will  and 
of  his  death,  as  regarding  the  wills  and  testaments  of 
persons  professing  Judaism  domiciled  in  HoUand,  was 
such  as  was  stated  in  Mr.  Delprafs  opinion  :  And  that 
he  found  that  there  was  no  difierence  with  respect  to 
such  law  at  the  respective  dates  of  the  will  and  of  the 
death  of  the  testator : 


That,  by  an  order  made  in  these  causes  on  the  5th 
of  August  1886,  on  the  petition  of  the  present  petitioner, 
Jacob  Bemal,  it  was  referred  back  to  the  Master  to 
review  his  report  of  the  18th  of  June  1836,  as  to  the 
domicile  of  the  testator,  and  to  state  upon  what  evidence 
or  ground  he  found  that  the  testator  was  domiciled  in 
Holland  at  the  times  of  making  his  will  and  of  his 
death,  with  liberty  to  receive  further  evidence  thereon : 

That  the  Master,  by  his  report  of  the  7th  of  June 
18379  made  in  pursuance  of  the  last-mentioned  order, 
certified,  upon  the  evidence  therein  stated,  that  he 
remained  of  opinion  that  the  testator  was,  at  the  times 
of  making  his  will  and  of  his  death,  domiciled  in 
Holland: 

That, 
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That,  by  an  order  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  18S8. 
the  petition  of  the  present  petitioner,  Jacob  Bemal,  on 
the  15th  of  August  18S7,it  was  ordered  that  the  reports 
of  the  18th  of  June  1836  and  the  7th  of  June  1837 
should  be  confirmed :  and  that  it  was  declared  that  the 
male  descendants  oi  Jacob  Levi  Ganez,  Abraham  Bemalf 
Jacob  Bemalf  Isaac  Bemalj  and  Benjamin  Befnalf  re- 
spectively, the  testator's  five  nephews  named  in  his 
will,  and  also  the  male  and  female  descendants  of  Rachel 
Louzadoj  Leah  de  Castroj  and  Esther  Franco^  respectively, 
the  testatrix's  three  nieces  also  named  in  his  will,  or 
such  of  them  as  were  or  might  be  reduced  to  want  or 
necessity,  and  professing  Judaism,  were  entitled  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  dividends  or  interest  of  the  fund  in 
Court;  but  subject  to  the  male  descendants  of  Benjamin 
Bemalf  the  testator's  favoured  nephew,  or  such  of  them 
as  were  or  might  be  in  want  or  necessitous  circum- 
stances, beiug  preferred  therein  to  others :  and  that  it 
was  referred  back  to  the  Master  to  inquire  and  state 
who  were  the  persons  entitled,  according  to  such  di- 
rection, with  liberty  to  state  special  circumstances : 

That  the  Master,  by  his  report  of  the  31st  of  January 
1838,  found  that  the  testator  had  no  issue;  but  had 
three  brothers  and  a  sister,  named  Anthony  Bemalf 
Jacob  Bemalf  Isaac  Bemal,  and  Abigail  Bemalf  who 
married  Joseph  Levi  Ganez:  that, the  said  Anthony 
Bemal  left  issue  one  son  only,  viz.  Benjamin  Bertial; 
and  that  the  said  Benjamin  Bemal  was  the  testator's 
favoured  nephew ;  and  that  Benjamin  Bemalf  the 
testator's  favoured  nephew,  died  in  or  about  the  year 
1717,  leaving  three  sons  only,  named  Joseph  Bemalf 
Isaac  Bemalf  and  Solomon  Bemal;  and  also  four 
daughters,  named  Judith^  Esther^  Rebecca^  and  Leah  ; 
and  that  of  the  seven  children  of  Benjamin  Bemal,  the 
favoured  nephew,  six  of  them  died  without  issue  male, 
Q  q  3  and 
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1838.  and  that  Isaac^  the  seventh,  only  had  issu^  two  sons, 
named  Benjamin  Bemal  and  Abraham  Bemal ;  that  die 
last  named  Benjamin  Bemal  (the  son  of  Isaac%  had  issue 
four  sons  and  a  daughter  only,  and  that  the  sons  were 
named  Joseph,  Jacobs  Isaac,  and  Abraham  Bemal,  [of 
whom  Jacob  and  Abraham  were  the  present  petitioners] 
and  that  the  last  named  Joseph  and  Isaac  were  both 
dead,  without  having  had  any  male  issue ;  and  that  the 
petitioners,  Jacob  Bemal  and  Abraham  Bemal,  were  now 
living,  and  were  male  descendants  of  Benjamin  JS^mo/ the 
favoured  nephew  of  the  testator,  and  that  they  were  such 
descendants  through  the  male  line  only ;  they  being  the 
sons  of  Benjamin  Bemal  the  younger,  who  was  the  son 
oi  Isaac  Bemal,  who  was  the  son  of  the  testator's  &voared 
nephew :  and  that  as  such  male  descendants,  they  were, 
according  to  the  declaration  in  the  said  order  contained, 
entitled  to  participate  in  the  dividends  and  interest  of  the 
fund  in  Court ;  and  that  Isaac  Genese,  Abraham  Genescj 
Sampson  Genese,  Samuel  Genese,  John  Sanguineite,  EUas 
Sanguinette  the  younger,  and  Joseph  Sangtdnette,  were 
respectively  male  descendants  of  Betyamin  Bemal,  the 
favoured  nephew  of  the  testator ;  and  that  they  were 
such  descendants  through  the  female  line  only,  being 
respectively  the  children  of  Esther  Genese  and  Deborah 
Sanguinette,  who  were  the  daughters  of  Abraham  Bemal, 
who  was  the  grandson  of  Benjamin  Bemal,  the  favoured 
nephew  of  the  testator:  and  that  the  Master  found  that 
the  said  several  claimants  professed  Judaism,  and  were 
in  necessitous  circumstances ;  and  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Master  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  whether  the  last-named  claimants  were  or  were 
not  entitled  to  participate  in  the  dividends  and  interest 
of  the  fund  in  Court,  according  to  the  declaration  con- 
tained in  the  order :  and  that  he  found  that  no  claims 
had  been  brought  in  before  him  except  those  of  the 
petitioners,  and  of  Isaac  Genese,  Abraham  Genese,  Samp^ 

son 
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son  Genese,  Samuel  Genese^  John  Sat^tdneiie^  JElias  San^       18S8. 
guinette  the  younger,  and  Joseph  Sanguinette: 

That  the  fund  in  Court  now  consisted  of  7300/.  45.  6d.^ 
old  South  Sea  annuities,  and  the  sum  of  872A  45.  9d. 
cash. 

The  petition  prayed  that  the  order  of  the  25th  March 
18SS  might  be  discharged,  or  be  no  longer  acted  upon : 
and  that  the  Master's  report  of  the  Slst  of  January 
18S8  might  be  confirmed,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
claim  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  finding  of  the  Master 
in  their  favour:  and  that  the  petitioners  might  be 
declared  to  be  the  only  male  descendants  of  the  testator's 
favoured  nephew,  Benjamin  Bemal^  who  were  entitled 
according  to  the  declaration  contained  in  the  order  of 
the  15th  of  August  1837  :  and  that,  in  such  case,  after 
payment  of  certain  costs,  the.sum  of  872/.  4&  9d.,  cash, 
might  be  paid  to  the  petitioners  in  equal  moieties :  and 
that  the  dividends  to  arise  on  the  7300/.  45.  Sd^  old 
South  Sea  annuities,  might  be  from  time  to  time  paid 
to  the  petitioners  in  equal  moieties,  during  their  lives, 
or  until  the  further  order  of  the  Court ;  with  liberty, 
on  the  decease  of  either  of  them,  for  the  survivor  or 
any  other  person  or  persons,  claiming  to  be  interested, 
to  apply. 

This  petition  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  Cooper^  for  the  petitioners, 
cited  the  decision  of  Lord  Eldon  (a)  in  the  year  1821,  in 
Oddie  v.  Woodford^  a  branch  of  the  great  cause  of  TheU 
lusson  V.  Woodfordf  and  afterwards  affirmed  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

Sir 
(a)  See  infri^  p.  584. 

Qq  4 
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1888.  Sir  ff.  Home  and  Mr.  SiddfoitoMf  for  claimants,  who 

were  males,  and  were  also  descendants  of  the  favoured 
nephew,  but  derived  their  descent  in  part  through  fe- 
males. 

The  question  now  is  whether  our  clients  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  term  ^'  male  descendants,"  an  expression 
which  must  be  taken  in  its  most  comprehensive  import, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  not  accompanied  by  any  words  limiting 
its  meaning;  and  in  this  view,  surely,  a  male  person  may 
be  described  as  a  male  descendant  of  his  ancestor, 
although  he  may  trace  his  descent  through  females  as 
well  as  through  males ;  and,  vice  versd^  a  female  person 
may  be  described  as  a  female  descendant  of  a  particular 
ancestor,  although  she  may  trace  her  descent  through 
males  as  well  as  through  females.  Thus,  her  present 
Majesty  would  be  described  as  a  female  descendant  of 
King  Henry  tlie  Seventh,  although  there  are  only  four 
females  in  the  long  pedigree  by  which  she  proves  her 
descent  from  that  monarch ;  and,  on  the  same  principle, 
his  late  Majesty  would  be  described  as  a  male  descen- 
dant of  the  same  king,  although  he  derived  his  descent 
partly  through  the  same  four  females. 

In  the  Duke  of  MarlborougVs  act  (5  Anfu  c.  S.),  which 
was  drawn  with  the  utmost  professional  precision  and 
accuracy,  and  occupied,  at  the  time,  the  attention  of  the 
whole  nation,  it  was  enacted  that,  in  default  of  heirs  male 
of  the  Duke,  the  honours  should  go  to  the  four  daugh- 
ters, in  succession,  and  it  limited  estates  in  tail  male  to 
the  daughters,  and  estates  in  tail  male  to  their  respective 
daughters  in  succession,  and  it  then  proceeded  in  these 
terms :  "  and  for  default  of  such  issue,  to  ail  and  every 
other  the  issue,  male  and  female,  lineally  descending  of 
or  from  the  said  Duke  of  Marlborough^  in  such  manner, 
and  for  such  estate  as  the  same  are  before  limited  to  the 

before- 
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beibre-mentioned  issue  of  the  said  Duke;''  so  that  it  18S8. 
is  admitted,  that  after  the  entire  male  line  of  the  Duke 
and  his  daughters  shall  have  been  exhausted,  there 
may  be  lineal  issue  male  as  well  as  female  descending 
from  him ;  and  this  shews  that  the  term  ^*  issue  male  " 
of  the  Duke,  is  applicable  to  an  individual  claiming 
through  the  male  and  female  line,  and  not  through  the 
male  line  exclusively. 

In  the  case  of  Oddie  v.  Woodford^  cited  on  the  other 
side,  the  decision  turned,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the 
particular  intention  of  the  testator  to  be  collected  from 
different  parts  of  his  will,  but  principally  upon  the  word 
'<  lineal,"  the  expression  being  ^^  eldest  male  lineal  de- 
scendant." The  Judges  in  that  case  grounded  the 
opinion  which  they  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords 
expressly  upon  the  force  of  the  word  *'  lineal ; "  and 
Lord  Eldon  admitted  that  the  word  ^'  descendants"  must 
mean  posterity  of  all  kinds ;  and  that  is  the  definition 
that  Johnson's  dictionary  gives.  Butler  .v.  Stratton  (a), 
Pierson  v.  Garnet  (i),  and  Crosley  ▼.  Clare  (c). 

In  the  present  case,  the  respondents  answer  both  the 
description  of  **  descendants  '*  and  the  descripticm  of 
'^  maUr  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  share,  equally 
with  the  petitioners,  the  benefits  given  by  the  will.  It  is 
to  be  observed  also  that  the  provision  in  question  was 
not  made  by  the  testator,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  family,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  comfort  and  succour  for  such  members 
of  it  as  might  be  in  indigent  circumstances;  and,  of  course, 
that  comfort  and  succour  may  be  needed  by  descendants 
claiming  wholly  or  partially  through  females  as  much 
as  by  descendants  claiming  exclusively  through  the  males. 

Mr. 

(a)  .3  J?ro.  t*.  C.367.  {c)  5  Swan$L  320.  D.      See 

(6)  2  B,  C.  C.  3S.  322.  n. 
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1838.  Mr.  Wakefield^  in  reply. 


Feb.  S8.  ^^  Lord  Chancellor. 

It  occurred  to  me,  upon  the  argument  of  this  cas^ 
that^  r^ard  being  had  to  the  domicile  of  the  testator,  and 
to  the  order  of  reference  of  the  31st  oiJuLy  1835,  it  might 
be  material  to  inquire  whether  some  assistance  might  not 
be  obtained,  in  putting  a  construction  upon  the  proTision 
in  question,  by  referring  to  the  law  of  HoUand;  but, 
after  fully  considering  the  parts  of  the  will  upon  which 
the  question  arises,  and  the  opinion  upon  the  law  of 
Hdland  which  has  been  already  obtained,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  question  must  be  decided  by  putting  a  con- 
struction upon  the  words  used,  and  that  no  reference  to 
the  law  of  Holland  could  afford  any  assistance  in  so 
doing.  Mr.  Detprafs  opinion  contains  some  able  ob- 
servations upon  the  construction  of  the  will,  but  which 
are  as  applicable  to  an  exposition  of  the  meaning  in  this 
country  as  in  Holland ;  and  it  has  not  been  suggested, 
that  there  are  any  technical  rules  of  construction  in 
Holland  applicable  to  the  words  in  question.  Indeed, 
from  the  terms  used,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  there 
should  be. 

The  question,  therefore,  to  be  considered,  is,  whe- 
ther the  testator  intended  that  the  qualification  of 
persons  to  enjoy  his  bounty  should  be  males  descend- 
ing through  males,  or  males  descended  through  females. 
Both  sets  of  claimants  are  descended  from  Benjamin 
Bemal;  but  while  the  petitioners  derive  their  descent 
through  males,  the  other  claimants  derive  through 
females.  The  testator  names  certain  men  and  certain 
women  of  his  family,  and  the  children  of  tjie  women,  and 
in  like  manner  the  male  children  of  the  above  named^men^ 

who 
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who  were  his  nephews.     He  afterwards  directs  the  pro        1838. 

ceeds  of  the  fund  to  be  applied  to  those  of  the  race  of 

his  father,  and  that  the  fund  should  be  preserved  for 

the  comfort  and  succour  of  his  family.     He  afterwards 

speaks  of  the  descendants  or  near  kindred  as  the  parties 

to  be  relieved,  and  declares  that  the  children  of  Benjamin 

Bemal  shall  be  preferred  to  others.     The  order  of  the 

15th  of  jiugust  1837  declares,  that  the  male  descendants 

of  the  men  are  entitled,  it  appearing  that  the  law  of 

Holland  permitted  the  species  of  provision  intended  by 

the  testator.     The  latter  expressions,  coupled  with  the 

first  gift  for  the  benefit  of  the  males  named  and  their 

male  children,  and  the  general  scheme  of  this  part  of  the 

will,  prove  that  the  testator's  object  was  to  establish  a 

permanent  provision  for  those  whom  he  designated  as 

the  objects  of  his  bounty;  to  effect  which,  the  word 

'^children''  must  be  read   ^^descendants:"    but  the 

qualification  of  being  males  applies  to  all. 

The  gift,  therefore,  is  (taking  the  particular  case  which 
has  occurred)  to  his  nephew,  Benjamin  Bemal,  and  his 
male  descendants;  and  such  the  order  of  the  15th  of 
August  1837  declares  to  be  the  construction ;  the  law  of 
Holland  permitting  this  species  of  provision  for  families. 
It  must  be  considered,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
who  are  to  take,  in  the  nature  of  an  inheritance ;  the 
qualification  to  take  being  derived  from  the  parties' 
descent;  and  that  qualification  is  being  male  descetidants. 
The  general  class  is,  descendants ;  the  qualification  of 
the  class  is,  being  male.  To  entitle  any  one  to  claim, 
he  must  shew  that  he  is  one  of  the  favoured  class ;  that 
is,  one  of  the  class  of  male  descendants.  A  male, 
descended  from  a  female  of  the  family,  would  undoubt- 
edly answer  the  description,  as  he  would  be  a  descendant 
and  a  male ;  but  he  would  not  be  one  of  the  class  of 
male  descendants. 

Such 
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1888.  Such  would  be  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  terms. 

In  speaking  of  a  man  and  his  male  descendants,  as  a 
class,  no  one  would  conceive  the  son  of  a  female  de- 
scendant as  included;  and  such  is  the  oonstnictioii 
which  our  law  has  put  upon  the  words ;  as  ^<  issue 
male,''  which  is,  in  fact,  the  same  thing  as  male  de- 
scendants. 

The  case  of  Oddie  v.  Woodford  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  strong  authority  for  the  same  purpose;  for  although 
the  word  *'  lineal "  was  much  relied  upon,  the  force  of 
that  word  was  to  mark  the  class  to  which  the  party  was 
to  belong,  in  contradistmction  to  the  particular  descrip- 
tion of  the  individual.  In  no  other  sense  could  the 
term  **  lineal"  be  of  any  importance,  as  the  party  must 
have  been  lineally  descended,  whether  descended  through 
a  male  or  a  female;  but,  considering  the  word  ^  lineal" 
as  indicating  the  class,  and  therefore  as  meaning  a 
descendant  of  the  male  line  rather  than  a  male  de- 
scendant, the  House  of  Lords  held  the  grandson  of  the 
testator's  second  son  {a)  not  to  be  entitled.  In  this  case, 
it  is  dear  that  the  testator  is  speaking  of  and  describing 
a  class ;  which  brings  it  directly  within  the  principle  of 
Oddie  V.  Woodford. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborougk*s  act  (5  Ann.  c.  S.)  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  assist  the  consideration  of  this 
question ;  because  the  words  used  were  not  only  not 
intended  to  mark  any  distinction  between  males  and 
females,  but  were  intended  to  include  all  descendants 
hot  before  described,  whether  male  or  female. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  testator  intended 
to  designate  the  male  line,  as  the  class  out  of  which  the 

parties 
(«)  Being  the  son  of  a  daughter  of  the  testator's  second  son. 
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parties  to  be  benefited  were  to  be  taken,  and  that  such  1888. 
is  the  natural  meaning  of  the  terms  used,  explained  by 
the  other  parts  of  the  will :  and  such  an  intention  ap- 
pears to  coincide  with  the  views  and  natural  object  of 
the  testator.  If,  instead  of  providing  for  the  male  line 
of  the  family,  he  had  intended  to  provide  for  all  the 
descendants  of  the  persons  named,  why  should  he  have 
selected  sons  of  females  as  objects  of  his  bounty,  and 
have  excluded  the  mothers  of  such  sons  and  all  other 
females?  It  would  have  been  more  natural  to  have 
provided  for  the  unmarried  females  of  the  &mily  of 
Bemal,  than  for  the  sons  of  those  females  who  might 
marry,  and  who  would,  therefore,  properly  belong  to 
the  families  into  which  their  mothers  might  have  mar- 
ried. 

My  opinion,  however,  is  not  formed  upon  any  specu- 
lation of  what  might  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
testator,  beyond  what  he  has  expressed  in  his  will.  I 
think  there  is  enough  upon  the  face  of  the  will  to  lead 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  parties  to  claim  were  to  be 
descendants  in  the  male  line,  and  consequently,  that 
the  petitioners  are  solely  entitled,  according  to  the  find- 
ing in  the  Master's  report 
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BETWEEN 

1881.        HENRY  HOYLE  ODDIE  the  younger,  an  In&nt, 
^^AprUjy'      by  HENRY  HOYLE  ODDIE  the  elder,  his  Father 

1822.  and  next  Friend  -  .  -     Plaintiff; 

Nov.  9.  la 

1825.  ^^^ 

Jmie23.  Sir  RALPH  JAMES  WOODFORD,  Bart;  Sir 
CHARLES  WILLIAM  FLINT,  Knt;  JOHN 
GEORGE  WOODFORD,  Esq,;  CHARLES 
THELLUSSON;  WILLIAM  THELLUSSON; 
FREDERICK  THELLUSSON ;  ARTHUR 
THELLUSSON  air  Infant,  by  SAMUEL  HEY- 
WOOD,  Esq.,  Serjeant  at  Law,  his  Guardian ;  the 
said  SAMUEL  HEYWOOD;  WILLIAM  MAN- 
NING, Esq,;  HENRY,  Lord  Bishop  of  NOR- 
WICH;  JOHN  Lord  RENDLESHAM;  and  Sir 
ROBERT  GIFFORD,  Knt,  his  Majesty's  At- 
torney-General, -  .  -  Defendants. 

The  designa.      yyETER  THELLUSSON,  at  the  time  of  making 

tioD  of ''eldest     M-^  ^ 

male  lineal       -^      his  will  hereafter  stated,  had  issue  three  sons, 

hel^to  be^ "  P^/^  Isaac,  George  Woodford,  and  Charles,  and  three 
inapplicable  daughters.  Peter  Isaac,  the  eldest,  had  then  issue  three 
person  claim-  ^ons  and  two  daughters.  George  Woodford,  who  had  been 
'"g  *"  E*"  married  about  seven  years,  had  then  issue  two  daughters, 
female.  Charles  had  not  then  any  issue.     Peter  Thellnsson  made 

his  will  on  the  2d  of  April  1796,  and,  after  several  other 
devises  and  bequests,  gave  and  bequeathed  all  his  ma- 
nors, messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  at 
Brodsworth,  and  certain  other  places  in  the  county  of 
York,  and  the  advowson  of  the  church  of  Marr  in  that 
county,  and  all  the  lands  and  hereditaments  for  the 
purchase  whereof  he  had  entered  into  any  contracts  in 
writing,  with  the  benefit  of  such  contracts  and  all  other 

his 
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bis  real  estates,  unto  and  to  the  use  of  Matthew  Wood'        1821. 
Jordj  James  Stanley^  and  Emperor  John  Alexander  Wood-     ^^^^^^ 
fordi  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  therein-  «. 

after  declared.  And  as  to  the  residue  of  his  personal  Woodford. 
estate,  he  gave  the  same  to  the  same  trustees,  upon 
trust  that  they  should,  as  soon  as  conveniently  might 
be  after  his  decease,  invest  the  same  in  the  purchase 
of  real  estate  of  inheritance,  upon  the  trusts  therein- 
after mentioned.  He  then  declared  the  trusts  as  fol- 
lows :  —  '^  And  I  declare  and  direct  that  the  said 
Matthew  Woodford^  James  Stanley^  and  Emperor  John 
Alexander  Woodford^  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  stand 
and  be  seised  of  my  said  manors  or  lordships,  mes- 
suages, lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  real 
estate  hereinbefore  to  them  devised,  and  of  and  in  the 
said  freehold  and  copyhold  estates  hereinbefore  by  me 
directed  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  upon  the  trusts, 
and  to  and  for  the  intents  and  purposes  hereinafter 
mentioned,  expressed,  and  declared  of  and  concerning 
the  same ;  that  is  to  say,  upon  trust  that  they,  the  said 
Matthew  Woodford^  James  SianUtf^  and  Emperor  John 
Alexander  Woodford^  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of 
them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  do  and 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  natural  lives  of  my 
sons,  Peter  Laac  IheUusson^  George  Woodford  TheUus- 
son^  and  Charles  TheUusson,  and  of  my  grandson  John 
Thellusson,  son  of  my  said  son  Peter  Laac  TheUusson^ 
and  of  such  other  sons  as  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  TheU- 
lusson  now  has  or  may  have,  and  of  such  issue  as  my 
said  grandson  John  TheUtisson  may  have,  and  of  such 
issue  as  any  other  sons  of  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac 
JTieUmson  may  have,  and  of  such  sons  as  my  said  sons 
Qearge  Woodford  Tkellusson  and  Charles  TheUusson  may 
have,  and  of  such  issue  as  such  sons  may  have,  as  shall 
be  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  or  born  in  due 
time  afterwards,  and  during  the  natural  lives  and  life 

of 
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18S1.        of  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  the  several  persoos 

^^^T^v^"^^     aforesaid,   collect    and  receive  the   rents   and   profits 
Odoxe 
V.  of  the  manors  or  lordships,   messuages,   lands,   tene- 

WooDFoaD.    ments,  and  hereditaments  hereinbefore  by  me  devised, 
and  so  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid ;  and  do  and  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  lay  out  and  invest  the  money  to  arise 
from  such  rents  and  profits  in  such  purchases  as  I 
have  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  made  with  my  said 
personal  estate ;  and  so,  from  time  to  time,  do  and  shall 
collect  and  receive  and  lay  out  and  invest  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  manors  or  lordships,  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  hereinbefore  by  me  de« 
vised,  and  to  be  purchased  as  last  aforesaid,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinbefore  directed  with  respect  to  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  manors  or  lordships,  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  hereinbefore  by  me  de- 
vised, and  to  be  originally  purchased  as  aforesaid."   The 
will  then  empowered  the  trustees  to  cut  down  timber 
and  grant  leases,  and  otherwise  act  in  the  management 
of  the  estates  as  their  own  property ;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded as  follows : — ^*  And  I  do  hereby  direct,  that  after 
the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  the  said  several  persons 
during  whose  lives  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  manors 
or  lordships,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,   and  here- 
ditaments hereinbefore  by  me  devised,  and  so  to  be 
purchased  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  to  accumu- 
late as  aforesaid,  an  equal  partition  shall  be  made  by 
my  said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them, 
and  the  trustees  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, of  the  manors  or  lordships,  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  hereinbefore  devised,  and 
so  to  be  purchased  from  time  to  time  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  whole  thereof  divided  into   three  lots  of  equal 
value,  or  as  near  thereto  as  possible,  and  that  the  pre- 
mises contained  in  one  of  such  allotments  shall  be  con- 
veyed to  the  use  of  the  eldest  male  lineal  descendant 

then 
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then  living  (and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  first  choice  182^1. 
of  such  allotments)  of  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  TheUusson 
in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  all  and  every  other  male  lineal  descendant  or  de- 
.  acendants  then  living,  (who  shall  be  incapable  of  taking 
as  heir  in  tail  male  of  any  of  the  persons  to  whom  a 
prior  estate  is  hereby  directed  to  be  limited,)  of  my  said 
son  Peter  Isaac  TheUusson^  successively  in  tail  male;  with 
remainder  in  equal  moieties  to  the  eldest  and  every 
other  male  lineal  descendant  or  descendants  then  living 
of  my  said  sons,  George  Woodford  TheUusson  and  Charles 
Thellussorij  as  tenants  in  common  in  tail  male,  in  the  same 
manner  as  hereinbefore  directed  with  respect  to  the 
eldest  and  every  o|ther  male  lineal  descendant  and  de-- 
scendants  of  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  Thellussonj  with 
cross  remainders  between  or  among  such  male  lineal 
descendants  as  aforesaid,  of  my  said  sons,  George  Wood' 
ford  TheUusson  and  Charles  TheUusson,  in  tail  male ;  or 
in  case  there  shall  be  but  one  such  male  lineal  descendant, 
then  to  such  one  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  the 
use  of  the  said  Matthew  Woodford,  James  Stardey,  and 
'Emperor  John  Alexander  Woodford,  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs for  ever;  upon  the  trusts,  and  to  and  for  the 
intents  and  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  expressed, 
and  declared  of  and  concerning  the  same:  and  that 
the  premises  included  in  one  other  of  such  allotments, 
and  which  shall  compose  the  same,  shall  be  conveyed  to 
the  use  of  the  eldest  male  lineal  descendant  then  living 
(who  shall  likewise  be  entitled  to  the  second  choice 
of  such  allotments)  of  my  said  son  George  Woodford 
TheUusson,  in  tail  male ;  with  remainder  to  the  second, 
third,  fourth,  and  all  and  every  other  male  lineal  de- 
scendant or  descendants  then  living  (who  shall  be  in- 
capable of  taking  as  heir  in  tail  male  of  any  of  the  per- 
sons to  whom  a  prior  estate  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
limited),  of  my  said  son  George  Woodford  TheUusson  sue- 
Vol.  III.  R  r  cessively. 
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1821.  oessiveljy  in  tail  male;  with  remainders  in  equal  moiedes 
to  the  eldest  and  every  other  male  lineal  descendant  or  de- 
scendants then  liriug  of  my  said  sons,  Peter  Isaac  Tbd* 
lusson  and  Charles  TheUmsonj  as  tenants  in  common  in 
tail  male,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed 
with  respect  to  the  eldest  and  every  other  male  lineal 
descendant  or  descendants  of  my  said  son  George  Woodr 
ford  Thellusson;  with  cross  remainders  between  or 
among  such  male  lineal  descendants  as  aforesaid,  of  my 
said  sons,  Peter  Isaac  Thellusson  and  Charles  TkeUusson^ 
in  tail  male ;  or  in  case  there  shall  be  but  one  sucb  male 
lineal  descendant,  then  to  such  one,  in  tail  male^  with 
remainder  to  the  use  of  the  said  Matthew  Woodford^ 
James  Staviey^  and  Emperor  John  Alexander  Woodford, 
their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts,  and  to 
and  for  the  intents  and  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned, 
expressed,  and  declared  of  and  concerning  the  same." 

Then  followed  a  similar  clause  for  the  remaining  allot- 
ment, to  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  eldest  male  lineal 
descendant  then  living  of  his  son  Charles  Thellusson^  in  tail 
male,  with  remainders  over.  He  then  proceeded, — ''  And 
I  declare  and  direct  that  the  said  Matthew  Woodford, 
James  Siatiley,  and  Emperor  John  Alexander  Woodford, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  stand  and  be  seised  of  the 
manors  or  lordships,  advowson,  right  of  patronage  and 
presentation,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments,  and  real  estate  hereinbefore  by  me  devised,  and 
so  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  upon  failure  of  male 
lineal  descendants  of  my  said  sons,  Peter  Isaac  TheUus- 
son,  George  Woodford  TheUusson,  and  Charles  Thellusson, 
as  aforesaid,  in  trust  to  make  sale  and  dispose  of  all  the 
said  manors  or  lordships,  advowson,  right  of  patronage 
and  presentation,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
ditaments, and  real  estate,  either  together  or  in  parcels, 
unto  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  for  the  best 

price 
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price  or  prices  in  money  that  can  be  reasonably  had  or  1821. 
gotten  for  the  same."  The  testator  then  declared  that 
the  trustees'  receipts  should  be  good  discharges,  and 
proceeded ;  —  <*  And  I  declare  and  direct  that  the  said 
Matthew  Woadfordy  James  Sianleyf  and  Emperor  John 
Alexander  Woodford,  their  heirs,  executors,,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns,  do  and  shall  pay  the  moaey  to 
arise  and  be  produced  from  the  sale  or  sales  of  my 
said  manors  or  lordships,  advowson,  right  of  patron- 
age and  presentation,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  real  estate  hereinbefore  devised, 
and  so  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  unto  his  Majesty, 
his  heirs  and  successors.  Kings  and  Queens  of  Eng' 
land,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  act  of  parliament. 

<^  And  I  declare  and  direct  that  in  the  mean  time,  from 
and  after  such  failure  of  male  lineal  descendants  of  my 
said  sons,  Peter  Isaac  TheUusson,  George  Woodford  Thel-^ 
lusson,  and  Charles  Thellusson,  as  aforesaid,  and  until  the 
sale  or  sales  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  made  of  my 
said  manors  or  lordships,  advowson,  right  of  patronage 
and  presentation,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
hereci  itaments,  and  real  estates  hereinbefore  devised,  and 
so  to  be  purchased  as  abresaid,  shall  have  been  made 
and  executed,  the  rents  and  annual  profits  thereof  shall 
be  applied  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  and  for 
the  same  purposes  as  the  interest  of  the  money  to  arise 
and  be  produced  by  such  sale  or  sales  would,  after  such 
sales,  be  payable  or  applicable  to,  by  virtue  of  the  trusts 
and  directions  of  this  my  will,  in  case  such  sale  or  sales 
were  actually  made  and  executed." 

And  after  empowering  his  trustees  to.  continue  and 
to  lay  out  the  trust  monies,  on  securities,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accumulation,  until  proper  purchases  of  land 

R  r  2  coald 
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1&21.  could  be  made,  and  authorising  them  to  reimburse  them*" 
selves  the  amount  of  their  expences,  and  to  appoint  new 
trustees,  the  will  proceeded  as  follows :  — 

*^  And  with  respect  to  the  said  advowson,  and  any 
other  advowson,  right  of  patronage  and  presentation 
belonging  to  any  other  estate  that  may  hereafter  be 
purchased  by  my  said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or 
survivor  of  them,  or  any  future  trustees  or  trustee  to  be 
appointed  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  I  order  and  di- 
rect that  my  said  trustees  do  and  shall,  when  and  as 
the  same  shall  respectively  be  or  become  void  or  va- 
cant, present  a  fit  and  proper  person  thereto,  who  shall 
for  that  purpose  be  nominated  by  one  of  my  sud  sons 
in  rotation,  the  eldest  having  the  first  nomination,  and  . 
the  like  nomination  to  be  made  by  the  eldest  male 
lineal  descendant  of  my  three  sons  respectively,  in 
the  order  and'  rotation  aforesaid,  if  he  be  capable  by 
law  of  making  such  nomination,  when  the  church  be- 
comes vacant,  or  in  due  time  afterwards  ;  otherwise  the 
eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  the  next  brother  is  to 
present  to  such  living.  And  in  case  it  shall  so  happen 
that,  when  such  living  or  livings  shall  respectively  be- 
come void,  or  in  due  time  afterwards,  no  male  lineal 
descendant  of  any  of  my  said  sons  shall  be  capable  of 
presenting  thereto,  I  direct  my  said  trustees  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  such  future  trustees 
or  trustee  for  the  time  being,  to  present  to  such  living 
or  livings  respectively." 

**  I  order  and  direct,  that  from  the  respective  time 
or  times  any  person  or  persons  shall  become  entitled 
either  to  any  part,  share,  or  proportion  of  the  aforesaid 
estates  and  premises,  as  well  those  hereby  devised 
as  what  may  hereafter  be  purchased  in  manner  afore- 
said, or  to  the  whole  thereof,  he  and  they,  and  all 
claiming  under  him  and  them  respectively,  shall  from 

thenceforth 
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thenceforth  thereafter  at  all  times  severally  and  re-  1821. 
^pectively  use  the  surname  of  Thelbisson  only:  and 
in  default  thereof,  I  order  and  direct  that  the  said 
several  manors  or  lordships,  advowson,  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  real  estate,  here- 
inbefore devised  and  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  thereupon  sold  and  disposed  of  by  the  said  Matthew 
fVoadford,  James  SUmlej/,  and  Emperor  John  Alexander 
Woodford,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and 
the  said  trustees  hereafter  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  money  to  arise  and  be  produced  from  the 
sale  or  sales  thereof  be  paid  unto  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  Kings  or  Queens  of  England^  to  the 
use  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  act  of  parliament/' 

Then  followed  a  clause  in  the  words  following;  — 

*'  As  I  have  earned  the  fortune  which  I  now  possess 
with  industry  and  honesty,  I  trust  and  hope  that  the 
legislature  will  not  in  any  manner  alter  my  will,  or  the 
limitations  thereby  created,  but  permit  my  property  to 
go  in  the  manner  which  I  hereby  dispose  of  it."  And 
he  appointed  the  said  trustees  and  his  wife  executors  of 
his  will. 

On  the  27th  of  Jidy  1797,  the  testator  died.  Peter 
Isaac  the  testator's  eldest  son  (afterwards  Lord  Rendle" 
sham)  was  then  alive,  and  had  living  three  sons,  John, 
George,  and  Henry  ;  and  his  wife,  being  then  pregnant, 
shortly  afterwards  gave  birth  to  twin  sons,  named  Wil' 
Ham  and  Frederick,  He  had  also  two  daughters,  Frances 
and  Caroline,  living  at  the  testator's  decease,  and  he  had 
two  other  sons,  Edmund  and  Arthur,  afterwards  born, 
and  consequendy  not  included  among  the  lives  during 
which  the  accumulation  was  to  subsist.  Before  the  insti- 
tution of  the  present  suit  Peter  Isaac  Lord  Rendlesham 
11  r  S  and 
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IftSl.  and  his  sons,  George^  Henrys  and  Edmund^  and  bis 
daughter  Francesj  had  died,  and  John^  Lord  Bendlesham^ 
bis  eldest  son^  had  bad  issue  two  daughters. 

The  testator's  second  son,  George  Woodford^  was  liv- 
ing at  his  father's  decease,  and  had  issue  two  daughters, 
named  Marianne  and  Georgtana.  He  died  in  the  year 
1811,  without  having  had  any  other  issue.  Marianne^  his 
eldest  daughter,  was  unmarried  at  the  time  of  the  insti- 
tution of  this  suit.  Georgiatia,  his  younger  daughter, 
married,  in  Febnuify  181 S,  Henry  Hoyle  Oddie^  and  had 
issue  a  son,  named  Henry  Hoyle  Oddie  (the  PJiiintiflf), 
born  on  the  31st  of  January  1815,  and  another  son, 
naoKrd  George^  and  several  daughters. 

Charles.^  the  testator's  third  son,  died  in  the  year  1815. 
He  left  one  son,  the  Defendant  Charles  Thellusson,  who 
was  born  shortly  before  the  testator's  death,  and  also  a 
daughter  and  two  sons,  Alexander  Robarts  and  ThmaSf 
born  since,  and  not  included  among  the  lives  during 
which  the  accumulation  was  to  continue.  The  De« 
fendant,  Charles  Thellusson^  married  in  the  year  1820, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  institution  of  this  suit  had  no 
issue. 

Some  time  after  the  testator's  decease,  two  suits  were 
instituted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  respecting  his  will ; 
one  of  them  was  a  suit  by  his  widow  and  children  against 
the  acting  trustees  and  executors  of  his  will,  and  against 
the  two  sons  of  Peter  Isaac  Thellusson  (afterwards  Lord 
Mendlesham)  born  after  the  testator's  decease,  and  also 
against  the  Attorney-General,  praying  to  have  the  trusts 
of  the  will  declared  void,  and  the  real  estate  conveyed 
to  Peter  Isaac  Thellusson^  as  heir  at  law  of  the  testator, 
and  the  personal  estate  divided  among  the  Plaintifl^, 
according  to  the  statute  of  distributions.    The  other  suit 

was 
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was  Instituted  by  the  acting  trustees  and  executors  of  182K 
the  will  of  Peter  TlieUusson  against  all  the  other  persons 
who  were  parties  to  the  first  suit,  praying  that  the  trusts 
of  the  will  might  be  established  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  that  the  necessary  directions  might  be  given  for 
that  purpose,  (a)  Both  causes  came  on  before  Lord 
JLoughhorough^  on  the  5th  of  December  1798,  and  were 
heard  by  his  Lordship  on  that  day  and  several  sub^ 
sequent  days.  On  the  19th  of  February  1800  his 
Lordship  pronounced  his  decree  in  both  causes,  and 
thereby  dismissed  the  bill  in  the  first-mentioned  cause, 
so  far  as  it  prayed  that  the  limitations  and  dispositions 
contained  in  the  will  of  Peter  TTieUmson^  of  and  con- 
cerning his  real  estates,  the  general  residue  of  his 
personal  estate,  and  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of 
such  estates,  and  the  trusts  thereof^  might  be  declared 
void:  and  in  the  second  cause  it  was  declared  that 
the  will  ought  to  be  established,  and  the  trusts  of  it 
performed  and  carried  into  execution ;  and  that  the  de- 
vises and  limitations  of  the  estates  contained  in  the  will 
were  good  and  valid  in  law;  and  the  decree  gave 
directions  accordingly.  This  decree  was  afterwards 
affirmed  on  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  (i) 

On  the  births  of  such  of  the  sons  of  Peter  Isaac 
Lord  Befidlesham  and  Charles  Thellusson,  as  were  born 
after  the  decree,  bills  were  filed  by  the  trustees  making 
them  parties  to  the  suits  and  proceedings ;  and  a  bill 
was  also  filed  after  the  birth  of  the  Plaintiff  in  the 
present  cause,  for  the  purpose  of  makmg  him  a  party. 

Various  proceedings  were  had  in  the  suits,  and  several. 

new  trustees  were  appointed  and  were  made  parties  by 

sup- 

(a)  See  7%eUunon  v.  Wood-         (6)  See  11  Fm.IIS. 
/brd,  4  Vet.  S27. 
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1821.       supplemental  8uits»  and  many  parchases  were  made,  in* 
eluding  some  advowsons. 

At  the  time  of  the  institution  of  the  present  suit,  the 
testator  had  been  dead  upwards  of  twenty-four  years. 
There  were  four  cestui  que  vies  livings  on  the  death  of 
the  survivor  of  whom  the  period  of  accumulatioD  would 
cease.  Of  these  the  eldest  was  about  thirty-fire  years 
of  age ;  and  of  the  three  others,  one  was  twenty-four, 
and  two  were  twenty-three. 

Fire  livmgs,  the  advowsons  of  which  belonged  to  the 
testator  at  the  time  of  making  his  will,  and  at  the  time 
of  hb  death,  or  were  purchased  by  his  trustees  afker  his 
death,  had  become  vacant  Peter  Isaac  hordRendleskam 
nominated,  on  the  first  vacancy;  the  testator's  son  Gfor]^^ 
Woodford  THellusson  nominated  on  the  second ;  the  testa- 
tor's son  Charles  Thellusson  nominated  on  the  third;  and 
the  present  Lord  Rendlesham^  as  eldest  male  lineal  de- 
scendant of  his  father,  the  testator's  eldest  son,  who  was 
then  dead,  nominated  on  the  fourth ;  and  the  clerks  so 
nominated  were  presented  by  the  trustees,  and  duly  in- 
stituted and  inducted  to  the  livings.  The  right  of  no- 
mination on  the  fiflh  vacancy  was  the  subject  of  particular 
question  in  this  cause,  which  involved  the  general  question 
of  the  right  of  nomination.  This  fifth  vacancy  happened 
on  the  resignation,  in  the  month  o(  January  1820,  of  the 
Rev.  Harrison  Prichardj  clerk,  the  incumbent  of  the  per- 
petu^  curacy  of  Btdley^  in  the  county  of  Stffftli,  the  ad- 
vowson  of  which  had  been  purchased  by  the  trustees  of 
the  testator's  will.  The  PlaintiiF  claimed  to  be  entitled, 
as  eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  the  testator's  second 
son  George  Woodford  Thellusson^  to  nominate  a  clerk  to 
be  presented  by  the  trustees  to  the  curacy ;  and  the  same 
right  being  also  claimed  by  the  Defendant  Charles  Thel-- 
htssouy  as  eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  the  testator*s 

third 
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third  son  Charles  TheUusson^  the  Plaintiff  filed  the  pre-        1821. 
sent  bill  against  the  above  named  Defendants,  (not  in-     ^"^T*^*^^ 
eluding  Alexander  Robarts  and  Thomas,  the  two  after-  «. 

born  sons  of  the  testator's  son  Charles  Thellusson,  who  Woodfobd. 
were  both  in  India,)  praying  that  the  Plaintiff,  as  the 
eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  George  Woodford  TheU 
lusson,  might  be  declared  to  be  entitled,  according  to  the 
rotation  and  coarse  of  nomination  established  by  the 
testator^s  will,  to  nominate  clerks  to  be  presented  to  the 
livings  or  benefices,  the  advowsons  or  rights  of  patron- 
age of  which  were  parts  of  the  testator's  estates  devised 
by  his  will,  or  had  been  purchased  pursuant  to  the 
trusts  of  such  will;  and  particularly  to  nominate  a 
derk  to  be  presented,  or  admitted,  or  Licensed,  for  the 
present  turn,  to  the  perpetual  curacy  of  Butley  ;  and  that 
the  Defendants  Sir  Ralph  James  Woodford,  Sir  Charles 
William  Flint,  and  John  George  Woodford,  as  the  present 
trustees  of  the  testator's  will,  might  be  decreed  from 
time  to  time  to  present  or  nominate  to  the  said  benefices 
or  livings  accordingly,  and  particularly,  for  the  present 
turn,  to  present  or  nominate  to  the  Defendant,  the 
Bishop  of  Norwich,  such  fit  and  proper  clerk  as  the 
Plaintiff  should  nominate,  to  be  admitted  and  instituted 
or  licensed  to  the  perpetual  curacy ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  Defendants  Sir  R.  J.  Woodford,  Sir 
C.  W.  Flint  and  J.  G.  Woodford  might  be  restrained 
from  presenting  or  nominating,  for  the  present  turn,  to 
the  perpetual  curacy  any  clerk  other  than  such  clerk  as 
should  be  nominated  by  the  Plaintiff;  and  that  the 
Defendant,  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  might  be  restrained 
from  admitting,  instituting,  or  collating,  or  nominating, 
for  Uie  present  turn,  to  the  perpetual  curacy,  any  clerk 
other  than  such  clerk  as  should  be  nominated  by  the 
Plaintiff,  and  from  taking  advantage  of  any  lapse  of  the 
present  turn  of  the  perpetual  curacy,  or  any  future  turn 
which  might  occur  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit. 

The 
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18fil.  The  cause  was  heard  before  the  Lord  Chancellor 

(Lord  Eldon)^  on  the  8th  of  February  1821,  and  several 
subsequent  days. 


1821.  J^^g  Lord  Chancellor  (Eldon),  after  stating  those 

parts  of  the  will  which  have  been  already  quoted,  pro- 
ceeded as  follows  (a) :  — • 

Foreseeing  that,  perhaps,  all  the  world  would  think 
this  was  a  will  that  should  have  beeif  put  into  the  fire,  if 
the  law  would  allow  it  to  be  so,  the  testator  goes  on  to 
say,  "  As  I  have  earned  the  fortune  which  I  now  possess 
with  industry  and  honesty,  I  trust  and  hope  that  the 
legislature  will  not  in  any  manner  alter  my  will,  or  the 
limitations  thereby  created,  but  permit  my  property  to  go 
in  the  manner  which  I  hereby  dispose  of  it"  This  hope, 
which  is  so  expressed,  parliament  certainly  has  attended 
to ;  but  they  have  taken  care  that  no  other  man  shall 
ever  make  such  a  will  as  this. 

There  being,  however,  an  extremely  strong  inclin- 
ation to  get  rid  of  this  disposition  altogether,  a  suit  was 
instituted  in  this  Court,  in  which  it  was  contended,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  the  trusts  of  the  will  should  be 
carried  into  execution;  and,  on  the  other,  that  the 
disposition  which  the  testator  had  made  of  the  great 
bulk  of  his  property  was  much  too  remote.  It  was 
also  contended  that  the  will  ought,  as  to  the  dis- 
position he  intended  to  make  of  the  great  bulk  of  his 
property,  to  be  considered  as  void  for  uncertainty. 
The  case  came  before  this  Court,  I  thmk,  when  my 
Lord  Loughborough  was  Chancellor,  assisted,  hj  Mr. 

Justice 

(a)  The  reporters  are  indebted  means  of  giving  Lord  EUhm*% 
to  the  kindness  of  their  friend  judgments  from  copies  of  Mr« 
Mr.  Henry  lUid  Nichoil  for  the      Gurney*s  short^hand  notes. 
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Justice  I/rm*ence^  my  Lord  Alvmley^  and  Mr.  Justice  1821* 
Btdler ;  and  with  respect  to  the  point  of  uncertainty, 
Mr.  Justice  Lawrence^  as  I  collect  from  the  report  (and 
indeed  as  I  remember },  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  say  any  thing  upon  that  subject,  because 
that  question  would  be  more  properly  disposed  of,  as  he 
thought,  at  a  future  period.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
he  was  right,  but  I  am  bound  to  take  it  so.  Mr.  Justice 
Butter  stated  the  question  with  respect  to  uncertainty,  as 
a  case  of  no  difficulty  at  all,  -*-  he  expressed  very  little 
difficulty  about  it.  How  his  opinion  as  to  that  is  to  be 
appreciated,  depends,  however,  a  great  deal  more  upon 
the  validity  of  the  reasons  he  gives  in  support  of  that 
opinion,  than  upon  any  opinions  of  a  lawyer  even  of  such 
eminence  as  he  was.  Mr.  Justice  Btdler^  I  think,  seems 
clearly  to  intimate  his  opinion,  that  only  male  descendants 
claiming  through  males  could  take.  My  Lord  Alvanley^ 
— of  whom  I  think  those  who  remember  him  will  say 
that  he  was  a  very  considerable  lawyer,  and  by  those  who 
hereafler  may  read  his  judgments  I  am  disposed  to  think 
that  he  will  be  spoken  of  at  least  with  as  much  respect 
as  by  those  who  heard  his  judgments ;  for  the  matter 
of  the  judgments  was  sometimes,  if  I  may  so  say  of 
my  respected  deceased  friend,  a  little  prejudiced  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  given ;  but  he  undoubtedly 
was  a  very  considerable  common  lawyer  and  equity 
Judge;  —  by  his  judgment  he  certainly  intimates  the 
concurrence  of  his  opinion  with  that  of  Mr.  Justice 
Btdler;  but  he  gives  no  reason.  Lord  Loughborough 
intimates  a  like  opinion,  but  he  gives  no  reason. 

There  was  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
upon  that  appeal  it  was  found  that  this  was  Jiot  too 
remote*  I  do  not  recollect  whether  the  point  about 
uncertainty  was  there  discussed,  but  certainly  no  judg- 
ment was  given  upon  it.  If,  therefore,  I  am  called 
upon,  in  determinmg  who  is  to  present  to  this  living,  to 

enter 
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1821.  enter  into  considerations  which  can  a£Pect  the  question 
who  will  be  entitled  to  take  this  property,  the  male 
descendants  claiming  through  males,  or  male  descend- 
ants claimbg  through  females, — if  I  am  now  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  thaf^  —  I  am  perfectly  ready 
to  say  (and  I  request  it  may  be  recollected  that  I  do 
say  it)  that,  although  I  think  myself  bound  by  that 
judgment  to  say  that  there  is  no  uncertainty  in  this  will 
with  respect  to  that  question,  I  have  not  the  least 
difficulty  in  saying  that  any  thing  I  do  in  the  execution 
of  my  judicial  duty  with  respect  to  that  question  is 
done  under  the  conviction  that  I  must  give  my  opinion ; 
but  that  no  man  living  will  be  more  uncertain  than  I 
shall  be,  whether  that  opinion  is  right  or  wrong ;  and  I 
think  it  right  to  say  that;  because,  if  this  point,  here 
decided,  can  in  any  degree  affect  the  great  question 
which  is  hereafter  to  arise,  it  ought  at  least  to  be  under- 
stood what  value  the  person  who  gives  the  opinion  sets 
upon  his  own  judgment,  when  he  is  called  upon  to  decide 
upon  a  matter  of  such  interest  and  importance  as  this, 
not  in  the  present  case  alone,  but  with  respect  to  future 
cases ;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  help  saying  (and  I  say 
it  With  great  smcerity)  that,  as  it  appears  to  me,  this  is 
a  case  which  should  go  to  the  House  of  Lords.  I  desire 
it  may  go  there,  with  a  conviction  on  the  mind  of  every 
one  that  the  opinion  that  I  shall  give  upon  this  case  is 
an  opinion  upon  which  no  one  can  set  less  value  than  I 
shall  set,  if,  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  I  give  that 
opinion.  I  am  very  sorry  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  give  it; 
and  I  have  a  strong  inclination  to  think  that  more  might 
nave  been  made  of  the  argument  of  uncertainty  than 
has  been  antecedently  made  of  it.  In  this  way  of  putting 
it,  it  will  appear  that  it  strikes  my  mind,  notwithstand- 
ing all  I  have  heard  respecting  the  disposition  of  this 
living,  that  I  cannot  get  out  of  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  the  construction  of  that  clause  what  appears  to  mc 

to 
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to  be  the  construction  of  the  rest  of  the  will ;  and  having  1 821. 
said  thus  much,  I  have  only  further  to  say  to-day,  that 
if  the  question  upon  the  clause  with  respect  to  the  dis- 
position of  this  living  is  the  same  as  the  question  with 
respect  to  who  is  ultimately  to  take  the  property,  the 
great  and  important  question  in  this  cause  is,  whether 
the  persons  to  take  are  to  be  males  claiming  through 
males,  or  whether  they  are  to  be  males,  whether  they 
claim  through  males  or  through  females :  that  is  the  state^ 
of  the  question;  having,  nevertheless,  regard  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  expression  that  are  contained  in  that  clause 
which  relates  to  the  disposition  of  the  presentations, 
when  they  shall  happen  to  fall.  Unless  in  that  clause, 
there  are  words  which  authorise  you  to  distinguish  the 
effect  of  that  clause  from  the  effect  of  the  other  clauses 
in  the  will,  the  question  would,  I  apprehend,  be  exactly 
the  same  as  if  I  were  now  informed,  before  this  living  fell 
vacant,  that  all  the  lives  during  which  the  accumulation 
was  to  be  continued  had  ceased  to  exist.  What  would 
be  the  determination  then  (unless  that  clause  gives  rise 
to  a  different  construction  in  the  interim),  must  be  the 
determination  now. 

I  have  thus  far  probed  the  subject  to-day,  because  I 
am  very  well  aware  that  I  cannot  go  through  all  which 
has  occurred  to  me  upon  this  case,  without  employing  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  time,  and  I  have  thought 
it,  therefore,  better,  as  it  is  uncertain  whether  I  shall  be 
able  to  be  here  on  Tuesdayj  to  go  thus  far  to-day,  with 
^  a  view  to  relieving  the  case,  that  I  may  be  able  to  apply 
niyself  directly  to  it  when  I  come  into  Court  on  Tkursdai/ 
naoming.  (a) 

JTie 

{o)  The  reporters  are  in-  Lordship's  judgment  was  post- 
formed  that,  in  consequence  of  poned  for  some  time,  upon  the 
^bat  fell  from  Lord  Eldon  upon  application  of  Lord  BentUesham, 
the  question  of  uncertainty,  his     in   order   that   that  nobleman 

might 
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The  Lord  Chakcelloe  (after  stating  the  terms  of 
the  devise  of  the  real  estate,  and  the  bequest  of  the  per- 
sonal estate,  and  the  direction  for  accumulation,  pro- 
ceeded as  follows) :  — 

Thb  clause  of  the  will  describes  the  period  darii^ 
which  the  accumulation  is  &  take  place ;  and  one  ques- 
tion upon  this  clause  will  be  whether  the  expression 
^  such  issue,"  which  occurs  repeatedly  in  it,  means 
issue  male,  or  means  both  issue  male  and  female ;  that 
is,  whether  the  period  of  accumulation  is  to  be  as  long 
as  those  sons,  or  the  male  descendants  of  those  sons, 
were  living,  or  whether  the  period  of  accumulation  is  to 
be,  not  only  whilst  the  male  descendants  of  the  sons 
are  living,  but  whilst  female  descendants  of  the  sons 
are  living  also ;  and  I  observe  again,  repeating  it  in  a 
word,  that  where  the  testator  talks  of  the  issue  of  the  sons 
there  are  no  words  used  to  qualify  that  word  **  issue," 
so  as  to  confine  it  to  either  issue  male  or  female,  or  so  as 
to  let  it  be  applicable  to  both.  It  is  material  to  point 
that  out  to  attention,  because,  if  the  accumulation  is  to 
be  during  the  lives  of  female  issue,  it  will  be  obvious, 
I  think,  when  you  come  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  that 
it  is  a  very  possible  thing  that  all  male  desceinlants 
might  have  failed  ab^iolutely — absolutely  have  failed, — 
^that  there  should  have  l)een  an  utter  impossibility  of  there 
being  a  male  descendant  at  the  close  of  the  perioil  of 
accumulation ;  and  yet  that  the  period  of  accumulation, 

under 


might  have  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  a  petition  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  praying  that 
the  order  by  which  ihe  decree 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the 
former  causes  bad  been  .affirmed 
might  be  80  far  altered  as  to 


leave  the  question  of  uncertainty 
of  limitation  open;  but  that  such 
a  petition,  although  prqiared, 
was  not  presented,  and  therefore 
Lord  Efdon  proceeded,  on  the 
9th  of  November  18S1,  to  give 
his  judgment  in  this  cause. 
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under  the  general  effect  of  the  word  ^  issue/*  qualified  by  1 821. 
the  words  ^*  male"  or  <*  female,"  should  go  on  during  the 
lives  of  females,  after  the  possibility  had  ceased  to  exist 
that  there  should  be  any  male  descendant  in  a  direct  male 
line ;  and  the  circumstance  that  such  might  be  the  case 
is  a  circumstance,  as  appears  to  me,  that  must  be  attended 
to  in  considering  the  meaning  of  that  clause,  which,  in  a 
future  part  of  the  will,  goes  on,  after  the  period  of  accu- 
mulation had  been  fixed  and  determined  by  this  clause, 
to  state  who  are  the  persons.who  are  to  take  at  the  end 
of  that  period  of  accumulation. 

The  words  are  not  the  ^*  eldest  male  descendant,"  but 
the  '*  eldest  male  lineal  descendant;"  and  I  do  not  find, 
in  any  subsequent  part  of  this  will,  that  the  person  is 
described  by  the  terms  **  eldest  male  descendant,"  but 
in  every  case  in  which  that  descendant  is  spoken  of -—let 
it  be  whom  it  might  is  intended  —  the  words  are  the 
<^  eldest  male  lineal  descendant  then  living  (and  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  first  choice  of  such  allotments) 
of  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  TheUusson^  in  tail  male."  It 
is  clear,  therefore,  that  when  the  person  is  ascertained 
who  is  to  take  the  estate,  he  will  take  it,  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  will,  in  tail  male ;  so  that,  with  respect  to  his 
descendants  after  he  has  taken  by  purchase,  no  female 
descendant  of  his  could  take,  and  no  male  descendant  of 
his  claiming  through  a  female  could  take. 

Having  described  the  person  who  is  first  to  take,  by  the 
words  ^^  eldest  male  lineal  descendant,"  he  proceeds  to 
describe  those  who  are  to  take  after  the  first  and  eldest 
male  lineal  descendant,  by  creating  a  succession,  not  by 
words  descriptive  of  person,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
words  "  eldest  male  lineal  descendant "  are  descriptive 
of  person,  but  by  creating  a  numerical  succession  :  for, 
having  mentioned  the  first  person  that  is  to  take,  by  the 

description 
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1821.  description  of  *^tbe  eldest  male  lineal  descendant  then 
living/'  he  proceeds  thus  —  *^with  remainder  to  the 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  all  and  eveiy  other  nude 
lineal  descendant  or  descendants  then  living  who  shall 
be '' —  Here  are  words  likewise  of  description  —  ^  who 
shall  be  incapable  of  taking  as  heir  in  tail  male  of  any 
of  the  persons  to  whom  a  prior  estate  is  hereby  directed 
to  be  limited,  of  my  said  son  Peier  haac  ThellussoHj 
successively  in  tail  male;  with  remainder  in  equal  moieties 
to  the  eldest  and  every  other  male  lineal  descendant  or 
descendants  then  living  of  my  said  sons  George  fFood^ 
ford  Theliussion  and  Charles  Thelbtsson^  as  tenants  in 
common,  in  tail  male."  So  that  here  you  see,  when  the 
first  estate  was  created  in  the  person,  whoever  he  might 
be,  that  answers  that  description  of  **  eldest  male  lineal 
descendant,"  at  the  same  time  a  remainder  was  to  be 
created  to  George  Woodford  TheUusson  and  Charles 
JTielhtssonj  as  tenants  in  common,  in  tail  male ;  so  that 
if  there  had  been,  —  during  tlie  existence  of  the  first 
estate  in  tail  male,  which  was  given  to  the  person  that 
answered  the  description  of  the  eldest  male  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Peter  Isaac  TheUussorij — female  descendants 
of  George  and  Charles^  those  female  descendants  having 
male  issue  or  female  issue,  would  not  have  taken  under 
that  remainder,  **  with  cross  remainders  between  or 
among  such  male  lineal  descendants,  as  aforesaid,  of  my 
said  sons  George  Woodford  TheUusson  and  Charles  Thd* 
Itissorij  in  tail  male ;  or  in  case  there  shall  be  but  one 
such  male  lineal  descendant,  then  to  such  one  in  tail 
male,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  [the  trustees],  their 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts,  and  to  and 
for  the  intents  and  purposes  hereinafter. mentioned,  ex- 
pressed, and  declared,  of  and  concerning  the  same.'' 

The  next  lot  is  to  be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the 
eldest  male  lineal  descendant  then  living  of  his   son 

George 
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George  Wood/brd  TheUussonj  in  tail  male,  with  remainder       1821. 
to  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  so  on,  sons ;  and  the 
words  are  precisely  (as  I  read  them)  as  they  are  in  the  v. 

clause  with  respect  to  the  lot  to  be  conveyed  to  the  ^«*^'o*^- 
eldest  male  lineal  descendant  then  living  of  Peter  Isaac 
TheUusson.  And  then  there  follows  the  same  creation 
of  remainders  hetweea  Peter  Isaac  TheUusson  and  Charles 
Tielliissorij  on  failure  of  the  issue  male  of  George  Wood" 
ford  TheUussoHj  whose  representative,  whatever  cha- 
racter he  might  answer,  was  to  take  an  estate  in  tail 
male,  not  descendible,  therefore,  to  females,  or  to  males 
descending  through  females.  However,  it  does  not 
follow  that,  because  the  estate  was  not  to  descend  to 
females  or  males  claiming  through  females,  therefore  the 
first  estate  was  not  to  be  limited  to  a  male  claiming 
through  a  female:  that  consequence  does  not  follow  — 
it  is  a  question  upon  the  whole  intent  and  meaning. 
The  third  lot  Charles  is  to  take ;  and  both  the  clauses  as 
to  George  Woodford  and  Charles^  justify  me  in  the  ob- 
servation that,  in  no  part  of  the  three  clauses,  or  in  any 
one  part  of  the  will,  do  the  words,  '^  eldest  male  de- 
scendant" alone,  occur,  but  it  is  always  *^  eldest  male 
lineal  descendant" 

It  was  possible,  however,  that  nobody  might  take 
under  any  of  these  limitations ;  and  then  the  testator 
proceeds  to  direct  that  the  trustees  shall  stand  seised  of 
the  hereditaments  '^  devised  and  so  to  be  purchased,  as 
aforesaid,  upon  failure  of  male  lineal  descendants  of  my 
said  sons,  Peter  Isaac  Thdlusson^  George  Woodford 
TTieUusson^  and  Charles  TheUusson^  as  aforesaid,  in  trust 
to  make  sale."  Now  here,  if  the  words  had  been,  *^  so 
to  be  purchased,  as  aforesaid,  upon  failure  of  male  lineal 
descendants  of  my  said  sons,  Peter  Isaac  TheUusson^ 
George  Woodford  TheUusson^  and  Charles  Thellussoriy'* 
I  think   I  should  have  been  justified  in  holding,  as 

Vol.  III.  S  s  strongly 
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1821.       strongly  as  I  before  intimated  I  did  hold  upoa  this 
Odi)ib        clause,  that  this  clause  went  a  long  way  to  decide, 
V.  clearly,  that  the  persons  who  were  to  take  under  the 

words  *^  eldest  male  lineal  descendant,"  would  only  be 
males  claiming  through  males ;  but  I  correct  that,  by 
saying  that  I  do  not  think  this  clause  alters  the  case  at 
all,  because,  when  I  find  the  two  words  here  *^  as  afore- 
said,'* I  must  then  construe  this  clause  with  reference  to 
the  other  clauses,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
clauses,  so  as  to  determine  what  this  clause  meaas, 
when  it  speaks  of  a  failure  of  issue  as  aforesaid ;  there- 
fore we  get  back  again  to  the  former  clauses. 

[His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  state  the  remainder 
of  the  power  of  sale,  and  the  direction  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  produce  of  the  sale,  and  then  the  pro- 
vision in  the  will  with  respect  to  the  advowsons.] 

Upon  the  argument  of  this  case  before  me,  it  has 
been   insisted   that,  supposing  Mr.   Oddie^  the  young 
gentleman,  the  infant,  to  answer  the  description  of  the 
eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  the  sons  now  living, 
still  he  is  incapable  of  nominating  upon  the  present- 
ation  that   is   now  to  be  made:  and,  undoubtedly,  I 
cannot  deny  that  I  have  a  very  anxious  wish,  if  possible, 
to  find  that  that  argument  is  well  founded ;  and  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  avowing  the   reason  for  that,  which 
is   this,   that   if  the    question    upon   this   nomination 
could  have  been  decided  upon  that  point,  it  would  have 
been   left  to   others   (much   more  capable)  to  decide 
what   is  the  meaning  of  the  word   ^'  male  lineal  de* 
scendant,"  long  after  1  shall  be  in  my  grave ;  and  be- 
cause the  extreme  importance  of  the  present  question 
is  this,  that  unless  the  right  to  nominate  to  this  pre- 
sentation can  be  decided  upon  some  special  ground 
which   belongs  to  that  particular  right,  the  principle 

which 
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which  decides  to-day  who  is  to  present  to  this  living,  1821. 
will  decide  for  that  distant  day  who  is  to  take  all  this 
immense  property ;  and  I  shoald  be  extremely  thankful 
to  free  myself  from  the  necessity,  founded  on  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  determine  such  a  fact  as  this.  I  mention  that 
now  again,  because  I  protest  I  shall  enjoy  no  comfort  if 
this  case  is  not  carried  to  another  tribunal,  where  we 
may  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judges :  I  do  not  mean 
upon  the  direct  question — because  the  question  could 
not  be  put  upon  the  equitable  estate-*- but  a  great 
numl)er  of  questions  might  be  put  to  them  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  would  elucidate  the  point. 
The  great  question  is,  whether  the  eldest  male  lineal 
descendant  is  to  be  a  male  descending  only  through 
males,  or  whether  he  may  be  a  male  descending  through 
fennales.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  he  may  be  a 
m&le  descending  through  females,  was  it  the  intention 
of  this  testator,  that  a  person  answering  that  description 
in  infancy  should  have  a  power  of  appointing  ?  I 
observe,  in  a  passage  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  cite 
presently,  that  Mr.  Justice  Btdler  seems  to  have  thought 
that  the^  person  who  settled  this  will  did  not  know  how 
to  limit  to  an  heir  male  by  way  of  purchase,  {a)  The  po- 
pular notion  is,  that  a  gentleman,  now  no  more,  but  whom 
we  know  to  have  been  very  respectable,  Mr.  JihertoHy 
settled  this  will?  I  think  it  possible  he  might  be  asked 
several  questions  by  those  who  drew  the  will,  to  what 
extent  the  limitation  might  go  on,  and  the  best  words 
of  limitation ;  but  it  strikes  me,  from  these  words,  that 
it  is  hardly  possible  that  Mr.  Aiherton  could  have  settled 
such  a  clause  as  this. 

Then  follows  another  clause,  which  is  likewise  a  clause 
on  which  a  great  deal  of  argument  has  been  addressed 

to 
(a)  See  4  Vet,  326, 
Ss  2 
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1821.       Mr.  Jackson  being  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  guar- 
dian of  the  Plaintiff  took  him  in  his  arms  and  guided 
his  pen  in  making  his  mark  and  sealing  a  writing, 
whereby  one  Hitch  was  nominated  and  appointed  to  the 
trustees,  in  order  to  be  presented  by  them  into  the 
living :  and  the  qaestion  was,  whether  this  nomination 
by  the  infant  was  a  good  nomination  ?•    It  was  argued 
much  at  large ;  and  Lord^t;^  decided  it.     It  was  not 
that  the  infant  was  to  present,  but  to  nominate,  as  it  is 
here ;  and   the  trustees  to  present  as  they  are  here. 
<<  An  infant  of  one  or  two  years  old  may  present  at  law ; 
then,  why  may  they  not  nominate  ?    Does  the  putting  a 
mark  and  seal  to  a  nommation  require  more  dedsion  than 
to  a  presentation  ?     The  guardian  is  supposed  to  find  a 
fit  person,  and  the  bishop  is  to  confirm  his  choice,**  and 
to  determine  that  he  is  a  fit  person ;  *'  and  if  this  is  per- 
mitted at  law,  why  should  a  court  of  equity  act  other- 
wise in  equitable  estates  ?    Accordingly  it  was  held  that 
that  was  a  good  nomination.*' 

The  question  therefore  here  will  be,  not  merely  whe- 
ther, if  the  nomination  was  made  by  an  mfant,  it  would 
be  good,  but  whether,  under  the  effect  of  this  clause,  it 
would  be  good.  I  think  the  clause  has  not  gone  fiir 
enough  to  create  a  new  law  in  this  particular  case.  I 
am  bound,  therefore,  to  say  that  I  cannot  find  my  way 
out  of  the  case,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
looking  a  little  further.  It  became  necessary  to  have 
the  opinion  of  this  Court,  and  afterwards  of  ibe  House  • 
of  Lords,  upon  the  validity  of  this  will ;  and  it  is  not 
immaterial,  I  think,  to  point  out  some  passages,  both  in 
the  arguments  of  counsel,  and  likewise  in  what  was  stated 
by  the  Court,  when  my  Lord  IjmgUborough  heard  the 
cause,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Justice  Lccmrence^ 
Mr.  Justice  BulUry  and  the  then  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
who  I  take  to  have  been  Sir  Richard  Pepper  Jrden^ 

after- 
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afterwards  Lord  Alvanley  ;  because,  upon  this  questioUi  1821. 
what  the  words  '*  eldest  male  lineal  descendant "  mean, 
there  appears  to  have  been  at  the  bar,  naturally  enough, 
some  discussion,  and  from  the  bench  some  declaration  of  WooDroBo. 
opinion,  though  I  cannot  help  thinking  myself  the  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Justice  Lawrencej  with  respect  to  this 
point,  was  the  most  strictly  and  purely  judicial  of  any 
opinion  that  has  been  given. 

[His  Lordship  read  extracts  from  the  judgments  of 
Mr.  Justice  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  and  Lord 
Alvatdeif  and  Lord  Loughborough  upon  the  question  of 
uncertainty,  and  then  proceeded  :] 

You  all  recollect  that  the  will  was  established,  and, 
being  established,  no  question  has  arisen  upon  the  con-> 
struction  of  it  till  this  matter  happens  of  the  vacancy  of 
this*  presentation.  Now,  if  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  was  of 
opinion,  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  this  construction ; 
if  Lord  Alvanley  was  of  opinion  there  was  no  difficulty; 
if  Lord  Loughborough  was  of  opinion  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty, in  every  way  in  which  he  could  put. the  case  to 
himself,  I  certainly  have  the  more  to  lament,  that  it  falls 
to  my  lot  to  decide;  because,  though  I  have  formed  an 
opinion  upon  it,  and  must  act  on  my  opinion,  I  cannot 
say  this  is  not  a  case  of  considerable  difficulty.  I  think 
it  is  a  case  of  considerable  difficulty. 

The  first  question  that  arises  in  the  determination  of 
it  is,  during  what  period  is  the  accumulation  to  go  on  ? 
and  having  given  my  opinion  upon  that  part  of  the 
case  which  relates  to  the  infancy  of  Mr.  Oddie;,  and 
being  about  now,  in  a  few  words,  to  give  my  opinion 
upon  the  question,  during  what  period  the  accumulation 
is  to  go  on — which  is  a  question,  an  opinion  upon  which 
I  think  must  be  formed  before  you  are  to  ask,  who  are 
S  s  4  the 
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1821.       the  persons  to  take^ — I  shall,  upon  this  case,  stop  there, 
^"^^V^^     going  on  with  the  remaining  question,  who  are  to  take, 
9.  to-morrow  morning;  because  I  am  quite  sure  I  camiot 

WooDvomD.  g^  through  that  part  of  the  case  with  the  extreme  ac- 
curacy and  precision  which  I  think  belongs  to  the  due 
discussion  of  it. 

What  is  to  be  the  extent  of  the  period  of  accumula- 
tion, as  bearing  upon  the  second  question,  depends  en- 
tirely, I  apprehend,  upon  the  meaningof  the  word  <<  issue," 
in  the  clause  which  relates  to  the  accumulation;  and  I 
know  of  no  rule  whatever,  which  would  prevent  my 
holding  that  the  word  ^*  issue"  does  mean  issue  male,  and 
does  mean  issue  male  only;  — if  the  context  of  thb  will,  if 
all  that  occurs,  as  Lord  Keryon  used  to  express  it,  within 
the  four  comers  of  the  will,  would  authorise  me  to  say 
it  must  have  been  the  intent  of  the  testator  by  that 
word  to  exclude  female  issue,  and  to  include  only  male 
issue, — and  I  am  ready  to  go  the  length  of  saying,  I  can- 
not well  represent  to  myself  how  it  happened,  that  this 
testator  should  take  the  fancy  of  not  mentioning  his  own 
daughters  as  his  female  issue,  and  yet  should  mean  to 
include  in  the  period  of  accumulation,  the  lives  of  the 
females  whose  lives  must  be  included,  if  that  word  ^<issue" 
includes  both  male  and  female ;  but  at  the  same  time  I 
must  say  I  cannot  find  enough  in  the  whole  context  of 
this  will,  to  say  that  the  word  *^  issue"  in  that  clause  means 
only  male  issue ;  and  my  opinion  upon  that  clause  is,  that 
the  accumulation  is  to  go  on  as  long  as  there  are  female 
issue  of  the  persons  there  described,  as  well  as  male  issue 
of  the  persons  there  described ;  and  that  leads  me  to 
acknowledge  one  difficulty,  as  arising  in  a  case  which 
was  thought  a  case  of  no  difficulty,  out  of  this  consider- 
ation, that  it  is  extremely  possible,  —  and  I  doubt, 
from  my  own  memory  of  the  case,  (and  I  ought  to  recol- 
lect it  weU,  both  at  the  bar  and  in  the  House  of  Lords 

but 
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but  I  do  not  recollect,  speaking  irom  my  own  memory,)  1821. 
that  the  circumstance  which  has  been  alluded  to  at  the 
bar,  and  which  I  am  about  to  allude  to,  was  much 
pressed,  if  mentioned  in  the  consideration,  certainly  not 
much  pressed  —  that  it  might  happen  that  all  the  three 
sons  might  have  died,  without  any  male  issue,  in  ten 
years  after  the  death  of  this  testator,  and  yet  that  there 
might  be  females  —  if  this  be  the  true  construction  of 
the  word  /^  issue  "  to  include  both  males  and  females  — - 
who  might  live  for  sixty  or  seventy  years  after  no 
male  descendant  could  possibly  exist,  unless  it  was  a 
male  descendant  claiming  through  a  female;  and  yet, 
according  to  the  frame  of  this  will,  the  accumulation  is 
directed  then  to  go  on  for  (upon  that  hypothesis)  sixty 
or  seventy  years  after  it  has  become  impossible  that  ^ 
there  could  be  a  male  descendant  claiming  entirely 
through  a  male;  and  when,  upon  that  hypothesis,  at 
the  end  of  the  period  of  accumulation,  there  could  be 
nobody  to  take  under  that  exposition  and  construction  of 
the  words,  **  eldest  male  lineal  descendant."  Whether 
that  difficulty  is  a  difficulty  that  can  or  cannot  be  got 
over — what  is  the  meaning  of  the  words  **  eldest  male 
lineal  descendant?"  Proceeding  upon  a  question  of 
such  importance,  and  requiring  such  nicety  of  expres- 
sion, I  shall  not  proceed  further  upon  that  point  of  the 
question,  but  deliver  the  opinion  I  have  formed  upon 
that  when  I  come  into  court  to-morrow  morning. 


77ie  Lord  Chancellor.  1 82 1 . 

Nov.  10. 
In  stating  yesterday  what  had  occurred  in  the  course 

of  the  argument  in  former  stages  of  this  cause,  with 

reference  to  the  question,  *-  whether  a  male,  descended 

through  a  female,  was  to  take  under  this  description ; 

or  whether  a  male  descended  through  males  (that  is, 

through 
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1881.       throu^  a  male  line  entirely),  is  the  only  person  to  take  ? 

^'^'^^^     the  object  of  the  argument  upon  these  questions,  so  far 
V.  as  it  was  addressed  both  to  the  Court  here  and  to  the 

WooPFon©.  Hq^^  ^f  Lords,  was  to  prove  that  the  meanmg  of  the 
description  was  too  uncertain  to  give  any  body  a  tide^ 
and  that  therefore  the  will  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
will  that  was  void  for  legal  uncertainty.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  for  me  to  observe  that,  if  it  could  be  made 
out  that  there  is  too  much  legal  uncertainty,  whether  a 
male  deriving  under  a  female  can  take,  or  whether  a 
male  deriving  through  males  is  to  take,  that  way  of 
considering  the  case  would  put  an  end  to  the  present 
claim;  because  the  present  claim  can  onij  be  made 
upon  the  notion  that  the  will  affords  sufficient  of  legal 
certainty  to  entide  the  person  who  claims  to  take: 
therefore,  giving  the  opinion  which  I  am  about  to  gtve, 
I  do  it  certainly  without  prejudice  to  any  question  which 
may  hereafter  arise  elsewhere,  whether  there  is  or  is  not 
sufficient  legal  certainty  to  entitle  the  one  or  other 
species  of  descendants  to  take ;  but,  for  the  present 
purpose,  I  assume  there  is  sufficient  certainty  in  the 
description  of  somebody  to  take. 

It  is  not  unnecessary  to  intimate  so  much  as  that, 
because  it  perhaps  might  be  contended,  with  consider- 
able effect,  that  there  is  more  of  uncertainty  with  respect 
to  this  clause,  as  to  the  presentation,  than  there  is  with 
respect  to  those  who  are  to  take  the  property  when  the 
period  of  accumulation  shall  cease.  But  it  is  impossible 
to  deny  that  there  is  at  least  as  much  of  uncertainty 
in  respect  to  the  question,  who  is  to  have  the  presentr 
ation,  as  there  is  with  respect  to  the  question,  who  is 
to  take  the  property  when  the  accumulation  is  to  cease. 
I  mean  who  of  those  species  of  descendants  is  to  take 
the  property ;  not  forgetting  it  has  been  stated,  over  and 
over  again,  by  those  who  should  speak  only  the  language 

of 
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of  judgment,  that,  at  any  rate,  the  Crown  wonld  take.        1821. 
The  yiew  that  I  take  of  it  at  present  is,  that  the  same 
person  will  be  now  entitled  to  the  presentation,  who 
would  be  entitled  to  take  the  first  estate  in  tail  male^ 
if  at  this  moment  the  accumulation  had  ceased. 

Having  said  thus  much  about  uncertainty,  the  next 
question  is,— how  far  cases  bear  on  this  subject :  and  I 
haye  looked  into  every  case  I  could  think  of  that  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a  case  that  ought  to  be  attended  to ; 
but  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  think  any  cases  to  which 
either  I  have  been  referred  in  argument,  or  to  which 
I  have  been  referred  by  what  I  have  read  on  the  sub- 
ject, are  cases  that  bear  so  strongly  upon  this  will  as  to 
induce  me  to  say  that  I  can,  upon  ^any  authority  that 
they  iurnish,  alter  the  opinion  which  I  have  formed 
from  the  nature  of  the  will.  The  provisions  of  the  wiU, 
and  the  context  of  the  will,  being  all  taken  together,  — 
and  indeed  it  may  be  very  tnily  said,  that  where  there 
is  so  extraordinary  a  will  as  this,  the  case  is  suigeneris^^ 
it  is  next  to  impossible  to  find*  any  authority  for  the 
construction  of  them,  always  remembering  you  are  to 
be  guided  by  those  great  principles  and  rules  and 
canons  of  construction  which  are  to  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  all  such  instruments. 

The  accumulation  is  to  go  on  as  long  as  the  testator's 
sons,  or  any  sons  of  the  testator's  sons,  living  at  his 
death,  or  any  issue  of  such  sons  of  the  testator's  sons 
living  at  his  death,  should  continue;  and  I  mentioned 
yesterdiety  that  though  it  might  be,  and  likely  enough 
was,  the  intention  of  this  testator,  by  the  word  *^  issue," 
to  mean  only  male  issue,  I  cannot,  attending  to  those 
principles  and  rules  and  canons  of  construction,  say  it 
means  only  issue  male,  without  prejudice  to  what  may 
be  the  effect  of  future  consideration  here  or  elsewhere. 

I  say 
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I  say  that  I  take  the  case  at  present  as  a  case  in  which 
the  accumulation  is  to  be  made  as  long  as  the  testator's 
sons,  or  any  sons  of  the  testator's  sons,  living  at  his 
death,  or  any  issue  male  or  female  of  the  testator^s  sons 
should  continue.  I  should  mention  here,  as  a  fact  in 
the  case,  that  the  testator  himself  had  daughters ;  and 
that,  as  far  as  I  understand  his  will,  he  makes  no  pro?i- 
sion  in  the  succession  to  these  estates  for  any  issue  of 
those  daughters,  either  male  or  female ;  so  that  his  own 
issue  female,  I  mean  his  immediate  issue  female,  and  the 
issue]  female  of  the  immediate  issue  female  of  himself, 
were  to  have  no  benefit  whatever  by  the  will ;  and  that 
is,  in  my  judgment,  a  strong  circumstance. 


The  conveyance  to  be  made  is  directed  to  be  made 
in  these  words ;  and  here  I  take  notice  again,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  seen  whether  I  am  accurate  or  not,  that 
after  the  testator  has  once  mentioned  the  words  ^'  eldest 
male  lineal  descendant,''  in  no  part  of  his  will,  either 
before  or  after,  does  he  ever  use  the  words  <^  eldest  male 
descendant"  only ;  but  in  every  part  of  his  will  he  inserts 
the  word  "  lineal  **  between    "  male  **  and  "  descend- 
ant"    Now  I  take  it  to  be  one  rule  in  the  constmc- 
tion  of  a  will,  that  you  are  not  to  impute  to  a  testator, 
unless  the  context  requires  it,  that  he  uses  additional 
words  except  for   some   additional  purpose;  that  you 
are  not  to   suppose  he  uses   additional  words  for  no 
purpose.     I  mention  this,  the  rather  because  I  see  in 
one  of  the  opinions  which  have  been  given  upon  this 
case,  that  an  opinion  is  given   on   the  effect  of  the 
words  **  eldest  male   descendant"  without  the  words 
"  eldest  male  lineal  descendant ; "  and  the  difference  may 
be  important,    if  the  word  '"  lineal "  is  to  have  any 
meaning  ascribed  to  it ;   because  it  is  clear,   "  eldest 
male  descendant"  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  include 
all  that  is  contended  for  on  the  part  of  those  who 

insist 
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insist  that  males  claiming  through  females  are  to  take,       1821. 
whether  the  word  "  lineal"  was  there  or  not ;  and  there-    ^T^^*^ 
fore  the  question  is,  whether  the  word  ^^ lineal"  was  not  v. 

inserted  for  some  purpose:  the  words  are  these,  "  shall  ^^o*^'®*^ 
be  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  eldest  male  lineal  de- 
scendant then  living  (and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
first  choice  of  such  allotments)  of  my  said  son  Peter 
Isaac  TheliuMon^  in  tail  male,  with  remainder/'  Now 
the  person  first  described,  is  described  by  a  circum- 
stance which,  frim&facie^  I  admit,  denotes  age  — eldest* 
With  respect  to  those  who  are  to  take  after  him,  a  nu- 
merical succession  is  provided,  as  it  seems  to  me,  with- 
out one  single  necessarily  important  ingredient  of  age 
as  a  qualification :  it  is  ^'  to  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  all  and  every  other  male  lineal  descendant  or  de- 
scendants then  living."  Then  follow  these  words, 
'<  who  shall  be  incapable  of  taking  as  heir  in  tail  male 
of  any  of  the  persons  to  whom  a  prior  estate  is  hereby 
directed  to  be  limited,  of  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  TheU 
lussoHj  successively,  in  tail  male." 

The  three  important  expressions  therefore  in  this 
clause  of  the  will  are,  *'  the  eldest  male  lineal  descend- 
ant then  living;"  the  next  is,  ^^the  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  all  and  every  other  male  lineal  descendant  or  de- 
scendants then  living;"  the  third  is,  <<who  shall  be 
incapable  of  taking  as  heir  in  tail  male  of  any  of  the 
persons  to  whom  a  prior  estate  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
limited,  of  my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  TheHusson^  succes- 
sively, in  tail  male." 

The  first  question  therefore  here  will  be,  whether  this 
word  ^^ eldest" — having  regard  to  the  whole  will,  and 
to  the  nature  of  the  provisions  of  it — means  eldest  in 
age  at  the  time  the  conveyance  is  to  be  made.  It  is  to 
be  observed  that  by  the  subsequent  description,  those 

who 
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1891.  who  are  to  take  after  him  who  is  called  die  eldest,  are 
the  **  second)  third,  fourth,  and  every  other  male  lineal 
descendant  or  descendants  <X  Peter  Itaac  ThMuswn  then 
living  ;**  a  clause  which  in  no  word  of  it  appears  to  me  to 
have  any  reference  whatever  to  relation,  unless  you  are  to 
imply  that  it  means  the  second  eldest,  the  third  eldest, 
the  fourth  eldest,  and  so  on.  This  seems  to  me  to  shew 
an  intent  to  institute  a  succession  in  numerical  order, 
independent  of  the  age  of  particular  individuals  at  the 
time ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  upon 
any  reflection  which  I  have  cast  upon  this  case,  that  the 
word  '^  second ''  would  mean  the  second  eldest  male  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word  eldest  male,  or  that  the  third 
could  mean  the  third  eldest  male  in  the  sense  connected 
with  the  word  age,  or  that  the  fourth  could  mean  the 
fourth  eldest  male ;  and  the  words,  '*  every  other  male 
lineal  descendant  or  descendants,''  as  it  seems  to  me^ 
cannot  have  any  sense  appropriated  to  them  derived 
from  the  present  age  of  individuals  so  described. 

The  question  therefore  will  be,  as  I  apprehend,  whe- 
ther, to  give  consistency  to  the  whole  of  this  description 
—  that  is,  not  merely  to  look  at  the  general  descriptXMi 
of  the  first  person  who  is  to  take,  but  to  look  at  all 
the  descriptions  of  all  the  persons  who  are  to  take— 
the  word  *^  eldest*'  is  or  not  to  be  taken  as  synonymous 
with  the  word  "  first,"  when  you  have  the  wonls  "  first 
male  lineal  descendant"  Still  there  arises  the  question, 
< —  who  answers  the  description  of  person,  as  well  as 
who  answers  the  description  of  eldest?  The  person  to 
whom  the  next  is  second  must  be  the  person ;  and  if 
the  next  is  second  to  the  eldest,  the  eldest  must  be  the 
first :  the  third,  that  which  is  next  to  the  second ;  the 
fourth,  that  which  is  next  to  the  third  in  die  diaracter 
of  male  lineal  descendant :  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  no 
consistent  sense  can   be  given  to  the  words  '^  every 

other," 
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Other,''  unless  this  sense  is  adopted;  and  because  the  1831. 
seooild,  third,  and  every  other  were  not  to  take  as 
tenants  in  common  in  tail  male,  but  successively,  and 
being  to  take  successively,  it  appears  to  me,  the  words 
«  every  other"  must  mean  the  same  as  if  the  words  had 
been  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  so 
on,  according  (as  a  conveyancer  would  express  it) — to 
seniority  of  age  and  priority  of  birth.  But  then  comes 
the  question, — to  whom  is  that  ratio,  that  numerical 
succession,  to  be  applied?  and  that  brings  it  back  again 
to  the  question,  what  is  meant  by  the  words  **  eldest'' 
or  *<  first"  ^<male  lineal  descendant."  If  I  were  to 
limit  an  esktate  to  a  man's  eldest  son,  with  remainder 
to  his  second,  third,  fourth,  and  every  other  son,  it 
would  be  the  same  as  if  it  was  to  his  first  and  every 
other  son. 

I  mentioned  yesterday^  that  after  the  estates  were 
formed,  it  is  clear  there  could  be  no  descent  to  a  male 
deriving  through  a  female.  I  am  ready  to  agree  that 
that  by  no  means  aflbrds  a  necessary  inference,  who  is 
to  take  the  first  estate  in  the  formation  of  those  estates, 
which,  when  formed,  cannot  go  to  a  male  deriving 
through  a  female ;  but  I  cannot  regard  ic  as  altogether 
a  circumstance  not  to  be  attended  to  in  construing  such 
a  will  as  this. 

Before  I  proceed  further,  I  readily  admit  what  Mr. 
Butler  proved  from  authority,  and  what,  without  au- 
thority, cannot  but  be  admitted,  viz.  that  descendants 
must  mean  posterity  of  all  kinds,  '*  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  hereinbefore  directed,  with  respect  to  the  eldest  and 
every  other  male  lineal  descendant  and  descendants  of 
my  said  son  Peter  Isaac  Thellusson^  with  cross  re- 
mainders among  them;  or  in  case  there  shall  be  but  one 
such  male  lineal  descendant,  then  to  such  one  in  tail 

male;" 
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1821.        male ;"  that  is,  if  either  George  or  Charles  should  have 
no  such  male  lineal  descendant, — I  use  the  word  ''male 
lineal  descendant"  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word, — but  if 
the  other  should  have  a  male  lineal  descendant,  the  only 
male  lineal  descendant  of  that  one  would  take  the  whole 
in  tail  male,  after  you  have  once  decided  who  that  was ; 
but  if  there  were  two  male  lineal  descendants  of  the 
other,  the  testator  did  not  mean  a  tenancy  in  common 
between  the  two,  but  he  meant  that  the  whole  should  go 
to  one  of  the  two ;  to  which  of  the  two  is  still  a  question 
that  again  occurs,  and  the  question  will  be  whether  it 
was  to  go  to  the  "  eldest "  or  the  '^  first  "  according  to 
the  just  (if  that  be  the  just)  interpretation  of  the  word 
<^  eldest,"  the  first,  and  then  collecting  who  is  the  first  ac- 
cording to  the  prior  disposition.   It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  this  testator  meant,  if  you  read  no  further,  and 
it  appears  much  stronger  if  you  read  further,  and  go 
through  the  limitations,  though  they  are  in  the  same 
words  to  George  and  Charles^  with  remainders  created 
by  those  clauses,  that  the  testator  meant  a  succession  of 
estates  in  tail  male,  to  be  limited  to  certain  persons  de- 
scribed, in  a  certain  order  of  succession.    That  order  of 
succession  is  described  again  by   the  words  <'  eldest, 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  every  other;"  those  words 
*'  every  other  "  I  think  (to  repeat  what  I  have  before 
said,  in  a  word)  mean  the  same  as  fifth,  sixth,  seventh, &c« 
If  '^  eldest "  means  *'  first,"  the  case  is  clear  and  con- 
sistent as  far  as  marriage  and  numerical  succession  go ; 
and  then  the  question  is,  whether  "  first"  does  or  does 
not  mean  first  in  ordinary  succession  in  the  male  line ; 
whether  the  second  does  not  mean  second  in  ordinary 
succession  in  the  male  line. 

Now,  upon  the  best  consideration  that  I  can  give  this 
case,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  "male  lineal  decendant " 
must  mean  a  male  descendant  in  the  male  line;  '^  lineal " 

is 
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.  is  otherwise  altogether  surplusage^  and  it  is  not  only  sur-        182L 
plusage  introduced  into  the  clause,  but  in  every  word  of      ^^^"^^ 
this  will  where  the  male'  descendant  is  mentioned.     If  v. 

the  person  meant  was  a  male  descendant,  whether  of  the  Woodfoed. 
male  or  female  line,  that  intent  would  have  been  quite 
sufficiently  expressed  by  the  words  "male  descendant'' 
only,  without  the  word  "lineal,"  and  yet  that  word  is,  as 
I  have  said,  used  in  every  clause  of  the  will ;  and  I  do  not 
think  myself  at  liberty  to  hold  that  that  word  was  not  in- 
tended to  have  some  additional  meaning :  if  it  is  to  have 
an  additional  meaning,  it  must  be  a  distinct  additional 
meaning,  and  the  testator  must  have  used  it  in  order  to 
express  what  the  words  "  male  descendant "  alone  would 
not  have  expressed.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  here,  that 
"  male  lineal  descendant  "  may  mean  nothing  more  than 
what  *^ male  descendant"  would  express,  because  the 
question  is  whether  a  testator  who  uses  both  words  is 
not  (if  the  context  and  provisions,  and  nature  of  the  will 
require  you  to  suppose  he  did)  to  be  taken  to  mean 
something  more  than  by  the  other  words. 

Then  follows  the  third  important  expression  which  I 
have  mentioned,  namely,  the  words  "  incapable  of  taking 
as  heir  in  tail  male;"  and  I  have  no  difficulty  in  saying 
those  words  have  been  argued  upon  very  powerfully  in 
favour  of  the  descendant  through  a  female ;  but  yet  I 
cannot  draw  the  conclusion  from  those  words  which 
has  been  stated  in  the  part  of  the  argument  to  which  I 
am  alluding.  I  think  those  words  may  be  so  looked  at 
as  to  import  the  direct  contrary.  Whether  I  shall 
make  myself  understood  or  not  I  do  not  know ;  but 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  this  is  in  writing;  and  I 
shall  have  no  objection  to  hand  this  paper  down  to 
any  body  who  thinks  it  worth  attending  to.  The 
words  are,  "  who  shall  be  incapable  of  taking  as  heir 
in   tail  male  of  any  of  the  persons  to  whom  a  prior 
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1821.  estate  is  hereby  directed  to  be  limited;"  and  tbese 
words  clearly  shew  this,  that  the  testator  meant  that 
when  an  estate  was  limited  to  A.  B.  in  tail  male,  the 
descendants  of  that  A.  B.^  his  sons,  grandsons,  great 
grandsons,  &c.y  should  not  have  an  estate  limited  to 
them  by  way  of  purchase,  but  they  were  to  take  by 
descent  firom  him.  The  next  estate  that  was  to  be 
limited  by  purchase  was  an  estate  that  must  be  limited 
to  somebody,  who,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
will,  was  second  to  him.  These  words,  I  say,  must  have 
been  intended  to  express  that  the  testator  had  this 
intent,  that  the  son  or  grandson,  or  person  to  whom  an 
estate  taQ  was  directed  to  be  limited,  should  not  take  as 
heir  in  taU  male  by  purchase,  but  should  only  take  by 
descent  —  that  is,  that  there  should  not  be  a  tenant  in 
tail  male  by  purchase — leavmg  his  ancestors,  from  whom 
he  would  take  an  estate  in  tail  male  by  descent  But  if 
these  words  had  not  been  included  in  that  clamae,  there 
would  have  arisen  the  question,  whether  he  was  not  to 
have  an  estate  tail  limited  to  him  by  purchase;  and 
perhaps  the  strict  sense  of  the  words,  taken  alone,  would 
have  shewn  that  he  was  to  have  an  estate  tail  limited  to 
him  by  purchase.  Then,  cannot  this  be  taken  to  import 
that  the  testator  consider^  the  son  of  a  person  to  whom 
an  estate  in  tail  male  was  directed  to  be  limited,  as  the 
next  relative  to  whom  the  words  ^^  male  lineal  descend- 
ant "  would  apply  ?  which  seems  to  shew  what  was  meant 
by  the  words  second,  third,  &c ;  and  it  seems  to  imply 
that  he  meant  a  descendant  in  the  direct  male  line^  and 
not  a  male  claiming  through  a  female;  for  such  a  male 
would  not  take  an  estate  in  tail  male  under  a  vdll  by 
descent. 

I  have  before  taken  notice  of  the  clause  with  respect 
to  the  accumulation  as  bearing  or  not  bearing  very  es- 
sentially and  importantly  upon  the  clause  with  respect 

to 
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to  the  description  of  persons  to  take,  and  I  do  not  183L 
repeat  it;  but  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  the  extreme 
improbability  that  the  testator  had  any  other  meaning 
than  I  impute.  He  excludes  from  the  succession  his 
daughters  and  their  issue ;  he  excludes  all  females  de- 
scended from  his  sons:  whenever  the  succession  is  to 
commence,  after  the  estates  are  conveyed,  all  females 
and  their  issue  male  are  excluded.  Now,  to  be  sure,  it 
is  not  impossible  that  a  man  who,  before  the  estates  were 
all  formed,  had  excluded  his  own  female  issue  and  all 
the  female  issue  of  his  sons  during  the  period  of  accu- 
mulation, might  not  mean  to  exclude,  from  ultimately 
taking,  the  daughters  of  his  sons,  although  his  own  daugh- 
ters he  has  totally  excluded  in  both  ways ;  but  that  is  a 
most  extremely  improbable  case.  Well,  but  it  is  said, 
and  certainly  a  great  difficulty  arises  from  that,  it  is  said 
that  the  accumulation  is  to  go  on,  not  only  whilst  there 
are  male  issue  descending  through  males,  but  it  may 
go  on  while  there  is  any  female  issue  of  his  sons ;  and 
can  you  suppose  he  meant  the  accumulation  to  go  on 
after  it  was  impossible  that  any  body  should  take  during 
whose  lives  that  accumulation  was  to  go  on  ?  and  can 
you  suppose  that  he  meant  that  the  male  issue  of  the 
daughters  of  sons  should  not  take,  if  the  accumulation 
was  to  go  on  during  t^e  period  of  the  lives  of  their  pa- 
rents, and  they  should  happen  to  be  living  after  there  had 
been  a  complete  cesser  of  the  possibility  of  havmg  male 
issue  of  the  sons  ?  I  admit  it  to  be  extremely  improbable, 
and  it  creates  a  great  difficulty  in  this  case;  but  when  I 
see  here  a  testator  excluding  the  sons  of  his  own  daugh- 
ters, and  when  I  see  here  a  testator  who  is  acting  on  the 
supposition  that  no  such  case  shall  take  place,  it  appears 
to  me  you  are  to  take  the  case  on  the  other  side,  and 
ask  yourself  what  sort  of  conveyance  is  to  be  made  if  that 
be  the  construction  which  includes  males  of  all  sorts 
T  t  2  according 
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1821.  ^    acoording  to  their  ages.    It  is  not  goibg  a  great  way  to 
say,  certainly,  that  it  is  possible  that  Mr.  Tkellusson  might 
take  into  his  head  what  I  think  never  entered  the  head 
of  any  man  before, — because,  having  made  such  a  wiU,  I 
must  admit  that  he  did  take  into  his  head  what  never 
entered  the  head  of  any  man  before ;  but  if  ybu  come  to 
consider  what  kind  of  conveyance  would  be  to  be  made 
on  that  construction,  I  must  own  I  cannot  help  saying, 
that  the  conclusion  of  that  part  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded  goies  a  long  way  to  make  me  hold  up  my  hands, 
and  say,  Could  it  be  possible  he  meant  this  ?    It  is  true, 
there  might  be  a  failure  of  males  through  males  before 
these  accumulations  were  over;  but  let  it  be  remem- 
bered what  a  number  of  other  possibilities  there  are; 
there  might  be  ten  male  descendants  of  females  who 
happened  to  be  born  before  ten  males  of  the  three  sons, 
the  great  objects  df  this  testator's  bounty  and  attention; 
and  would  you  then  create  ten  estates  tail  successively 
in  these  ten  descendants  of  females,  before  you  made 
a  limitation  to  one  male  descendant  of  his  sons  claiming 
through  males  ?    That  is  the  highest  improbability  pos- 
sible, except  another  case,  that,  if  the  ten  males  through 
females  were  not  all  older  than  the  ten  males  through 
males,  but  that  No.  1.  of  the  first  class  was  older  than 
No.  1.  of  the  second  cldss,  and  No.  2.  of  the  second 
class  was  older  than  No.  2.  of  the  third  class,  and  so 
on,  can  you  believe  —  what  neither  Mr.  Butler^  or  Mr. 
Sugdetif  nor  Mr.  Prestoth  nor   any  conveyancer  ever 
saw  —  that  you  are  to  convey  to  the  unde,  then  to  the 
nephew,  then  back  to  the  uncle,  then  to  the  nephew, 
and  create  a  state  of  limitations  which  Mr.  TheUusson 
might  by  possibility  contemplate  ?  but  if  he  did,  he  is 
the  first  man. in  the  world  who  ever  did  contemplate 
it,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  conveyancer  contemplated 
it  since  his  day. 

There 
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There  are  other  reasons,  which  I  have  no  objec*  ^  1821. 
tion  to  state.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  name  of 
TheUusson.  I  do  not  lay  so  much  stress  on  that,  as 
other  persons  have  done:  not  but  that  it  must  be 
brought  into  the  scale  of  probabilities.  There  were  those, 
now  no  more,  —  for  neither  Mr.  Justice  Lamrence^  nor 
Mr.  Justice  BuUery  nor  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  are 
now  in  this  world :  there  were  those — ^who  thought  great 
stress  was  to  be  laid  on  that  clause.  As  to  the  name,  I 
do  not  say  that  the  ai^ument  used  on  the  difference 
between  "take"  and  "use,"  is  without  effect;  but  it 
depends  more  on  the  effect  of  the  arguments  on  the 
other  parts  of  the  will.  A  man  cannot  use  the  name, 
unless  he  takes  it. 

It  is  under  the  impressions  I  have  received  from  this 
consideration,  that,  taking  the  whole  together  —  looking 
at  the  descriptions,  not  the  first,  but  all  the  de- 
scriptions—  the  mass  of  descriptions  as  to  all,  — it  is 
my  opinion  that  the  testator  meant  that  the  first  takers 
were  to  be  persons  who  were  to  take  as  male  descendants 
through  a  male  descendant  in  a  male  line ;  and  I  do  not 
see  the  difficulty  of  accomplishing  that  purpose,  which 
seems  to  have  struck  other  persons.  I  can  think,  with- 
out much  difficulty,  how  the  conveyance  was  to  be 
moulded  in  every  way  in  which  it  was  to  be  put  If  the 
great  grandson,  for  instance,  was  the  person  who  was  to 
take  under  this  exposition  of  the  meaning  of  the  words : 
I  say  that  he  would  take  an  estate  in  tail  male ;  that  his 
male  descendants  would  take  by  descent  I  say  his 
next  brother  would  be  the  second  in  the  order  of  suc- 
cession, and  so  it  would  go  on  through  that  class  which 
constitutes  his  family;  and  his  family  being  gone^  it 
would  go  to  the  next  son,  and  so  go  through  his  de- 
scendants ;  and  I  think  that  was  the  meaning  of  this 
will. 

Tl  3  When 
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1821.  ^        When  I  state  this,  I  certainly  must  say  that  I  sboaU 
have  been  extremely  glad,  if  it  had  been  consistent  with 
my  duty,  to  retire  from  the  duty  which  I  have  now  been 
discharging.     This  is,  certainly,  with  respect  to  value  of 
property,  one  of  the  most  important  cases  I  have  ever 
had  to  consider.     With  respect  to  the  diflficulty  that 
belongs  to  the  case,  I  cannot  honestly  represent  my 
mind  to  be  in  the  state  in  which  I  think  Mr.  Justice 
Bullej^Sj  Lord  AlvahUj/s^  and  Lord  LoughborougKs  were 
at  the  time  they  decided.     I  think  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  difficulty  than  they  apprehended  belonged  to  it ; 
but  that  may  be  a  mistake  on  my  part.   I  am,  therefore, 
very  unwilling,  in  my  view  of  it,  to  take  any  step  which 
will  conclude  this  case;  and  as  the  question  is  on  an 
injunction,  I  shall  be  glad  to  consider  in  what  way  to 
preserve  that  injunction,   so  that  you  may  have  the 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Lords  upon  it,  where  questions 
may  be  put  to  the  Judges,  which  I  could  not  send  in  the 
shape  of  a  case  to  them  here ;  or  you  may  have  a  re- 
hearing of  this  case. 

It  has  been  said,  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
while  the  Chancellor  is  Speaker,  is  a  mere  form.  It  may 
be  thought  so  by  men  who  have  great  confidenoe  in  their 
own  opinions,  in  their  great  talents,  and  in  their  great 
experience.  The  person  who  now  addresses  the  bar 
has  certainly  come  to  the  close  of  that  accumulation  of 
years  during  which  his  natural  existence  can  continue ; 
and  I  can  only  say  that,  throughout  my  judicial  life,  my 
mind  has  been  hampered  (and  I  confess  it),  with  doubts 
upon  many  cases  which  would  not  have  created  doubts 
in  the  stronger  minds  of  other  men.  That  may  have 
been  attended  with  some  degree  of  mischief;  but  it  is,  at 
least,  a  security  to  those  who  tbmk  I  have  fallen  into 
error,  that  if  they  again  submit  any  thing  to  my  con- 
sideration, whether  here  or  elsewhere,  they  will  submit 

it 
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it  to  the  consideration  of  a  person  who  holds  a  regard  189K 
for  consistency  in  error  to  be  a  very  great  disgrace  to 
hinii  and  who  wishes  only  to  be  consbtent  in  endeayoniv 
ing  to  be  right,  though  he  cannot  act  up  to  it  without 
admitting  he  is  wrong.  In  whatever  way  you  think 
proper  to  reconsider  this,  if  you  think  I  am  ¥m>ng,  it 
will  create  no  di£Bculty,  as  I  should  look  at  the  question 
as  if  I  had  not  heard  a  single  word  on  this  will. 


The  decree  declared  that  the  right  to  present  was  not 
in  the  Plainitiff,  and  dismissed  the  bill,  unless  the  Plain- 
tiff should  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  within  a  month 
after  the  next  sitting  of  Parliament;  and  it  referred  it  to 
the  Master  to  tax  all  parties  their  costs,  as  between 
solicitor  and  client,  and  ordered  that  such  costs  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  testator's  estate. 


The  Plaintiff  appealed  to  the  House  of  Lords  within 
the  appointed  time^  and  Lord  BendUsham  presented  a 
cross-appeal,  in  which  be  insisted  on  hb  title  as  heir 
at  law,  on  the  ground  of  uncertainty  in  the  devise. 

The  Plaintiff's  appeal  was  supported  by  the  following 
reasons. 

<<  First  Because,  according  to  the  plain  na^ral  im« 
port  of  the  terms,  (which  are  not  technical  terms,  or 
terms  havmg  any  peculiar  meaning  in  the  law  dbtinct 
from  their  ordinary  acceptation,)  the  Appellant  b  the 
eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  George  Woo^ord  Thel-- 
hissofu  For,  being,  as  is  not  denied,  the  eldest  male  de- 
scendant of  George  Woodford  TAeUusson,  in  hitn  all  the 
T  t  4  terms 
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1821.  tenns  of  the  descriptioD  unite.  He  is  clearly  a  lineal  de- 
scendant, a  male  lineal  descendant,  and  the  eldest  male 
lineal  descendant,  of  George  Woodford  Thelhissofu  The 
plain  meaning  of  the  words  ought  to  be  abided  by, 
unless  upon  the  whole  will  there  is  something  amcmntiog 
almost  to  demonstration,  that  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
words  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  testator. 

**  Secondly.  Because  it  best  answers  the  testator's 
manifest  views  and  objects,  affords  the  greatest  pro- 
bability, that  the  peculiar  scheme  of  his  will  will  be 
carried  into  effect  to  the  greatest  possible  extent,  and 
best  accords  with  that  scheme  and  the  circumstances  of 
his  £imily,  that  males  deriving  their  descent  from  his 
sons  through  females  as  well  as  through  males  should 
be  entitled  to  succeed  to  the  accumulated  property. 

'^  Thirdly.  Because,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
testator's  will,  with  respect  to  the  period  of  accumuIatioD, 
if  the  entire  male  .lines  of  all  the  testator's  sons  should 
fail,  and  the  survivors  of  the  persons  for  whose  lives  the 
accumulation  is  directed  to  continue  should  happen  to 
be  females,  the  accumulation  which  would  necessarily 
be  continued  during  the  lives  of  such  surviving  females 
would  be  wholly  without  object,  unless  the  issue  male  of 
those  females,  or  of  other  females  derived  from  his  sons, 
were  to  succeed  to  the  accumulated  property. 

**  Fourthly.  Because  the  name  clause  in  the  will 
appears 'Jto  have  been  principally,  if  not  wholly,  in- 
troduced to  meet  the  case  of  a  male  derived  from  one 
of  the  testator's  sons  through  females  succeeding  to 
the  property. 

^^  Fifthly.  Because,  according  to  the  construction  con- 
tended for  by  the  Appellant,  the  whole  scheme  of  the 

will. 
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will,  however  singular,  is  consistent  and  intelli^ble, 
while  numerous  difficulties  and  inconsistencies  attend 
any  other  construction. 

^*  Sixthly.  Because,  from  the  presentation  clause  in  the 
will,  it  appears  that  the  male  descendants  of  the  testator's 
sons  who  are  to  be  entitled  to  nominate  to  livings  are 
to  be  eldest  according  to  seniority  of  age. 

**  Seventhly.  Because  the  testator's  will  being,  with 
respect  to  the  disposition  of  his  real  and  residuary  per- 
sonal estate,  constitutive  of  a  series  of  executory  trusts, 
and  being,  in  fact,  merely  instructiods  for  a  settlement, 
ought  to  receive  a  construction  analogous  to  that  which 
aoalogous  expressions  in  an  instrument  creating  execu- 
tory trusts  or  instructions  for  a  settlement  would  gene- 
rally receive. 

*^  Eighthly.  Because  the  novelty  or  strangeness  of  the 
disposition  is  no  ground  for  departing  from  the  literal 
construction  of  the  will,  in  order  to  produce  a  succession 
more  consistent  with  the  usual  limitations  of  real  pro- 
perty. 

«  Lancelot  Shadwell. 
« JB.  V.  SidebotUm:' 


The  following  opinion  (a)  was  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Lords  by  Lord  Chief  Baron  Alexander^  on  behalf  of 


(0)  Thefeporten  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  Sideiottom  for  this  note  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  It 
will  be  obvious  that  the  quen- 
tions  put  must  have  stated  cases 
dtfiering  in  some  respects  from 


the  precise  circumstances  of  the 
present  case,  but  it  is  conceived 
that  the  applicability  of  the 
Judges'  opinion  to  those  precise 
circumstaaces  is  suflkdently  evi- 
dent. 

the 
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1881.       the  Judges,  in  answer  to  certain  questions  which  had 
been  proposed  to  them  by  the  House. 

(1.)  We  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  case  put  in  the 
first  question,  the  grandson  of  the  testator's  second 
son,  being  a  male  descendant  through  a  male^  would  be 
entitled  to  nominate  or  present  to  the  vacant  living. 

We  are  of  this  opinion,  because  we  think  the  words 
« eldest  male  lineal  descendant''  of  his  three  sons  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  true  construction  of  the 
testator's  will,  designate  male  persons  descended  from 
such  sons  in  the  male  line  only.  The  other  construc- 
tion contended  for  is,  that  the  testator  meant  to  confer 
the  power  of  nomination  on  the  eldest  male  who  was  a 
descendant  of  his  sons  respectively,  without  regard  to 
his  being  descended  through  males.  If  he  had  intended 
this,  he  would  have  pointed  out  in  terms  the  eldest  male 
descendant  That  is  the  obvious  and  natural  mode  of 
expressing  such  intention.  The  word  **  lineal "  would  not 
have  been  introduced.  On  that  construction  it  is  totally 
useless.  It  was  introduced,  as  it  appears  to  us,  in  order 
to  intimate  the  testator's  desire  that  the  person  to  nomi- 
nate should  be  a  male  descendant  of  a  son  in  the  male 
line.  No  sense  or  operation  can,  in  phrase,  be  given  to 
the  word  "  lineal,"  but  by  connecting  it  with  **  male," 
and  giving  it  the  sense  just  stated. 

This  construction  is  strongly  supported  by  the  use 
which  the  testator  has  made  of  the  same  words  in 
another  part  of  his  will,  where  it  appears  to  us  his 
meaning  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  that  clause  in  which 
he  supposes  the  failure  of  the  limitations  to  his  family, 
and  in  that  event  directs  his  trustees  to  sell  the  estates, 
and  pay  the  produce  to  the  use  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

By 
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By  the  will,  when  the  period  of  accumulation  shall  cease,  1821. 
the  estate  being  divided  into  thirds,  one  third  is  to  be 
conveyed  to  some  male,  being  a  descendant  of  each  of 
bis  sons ;  and  whatever  controversy  may  have  arisen  as 
to  who  shall  take  as  purchaser,  it  cannot  be  controverted 
that  the  estate  limited  to  every  one  of  them,  without  ex- 
ception, is  an  estate  in  tail  male.  There  is,  in  the  nature 
of  the  estates  limited,  nothing  ambiguous  or  uncertain. 
They  are,  unequivocally,  estates  in  tail  male.  When  the 
testator  contemplates  the  failure  of  these  estates  in  tail 
male  so  limited,  and  engrafts  upon  that  contingency  the 
ultimate  gift  to  the  public,  his  mode  of  expressing  the 
failure  of  these  estates  in  tail  male  is  to  use  the  very 
language  now  in  question.  He  says,  **  upon  failure  of 
male  lineal  descendants  of  my  said  three  sons,  I  direct 
my  estates  to  be  sold,"  &c.  The  use  of  this  phrase 
upon  this  occasion  proves  that  the  frame  of  the  will  by 
the  words  *^  male  lineal  descendants  "  meant  deseend- 
ants  in  the  male  line ;  for  they  describe  the  failure  of 
an  estate  in  tail  male,  which  is  a  failure  of  descendants 
in  the  male  line.  These  are  convertible  expressions 
and  propositions. 

We  have  here,  therefore,  an  exposition,  by  the  testator 
himself,  of  the  sense  in  which  he  uses  these  words,  and 
satisfactory  evidence  that  he  annexed  an  important 
meaning  to  the  word  *^  lineal,"  and  that  '^  male  lineal " 
was  intended  to  signify  the  male  line. 

The  clause  respecting  the  surname  does  not  appear 
materially  to  assist  either  of  the  constructions  contended 
for.  The  argument  from  the  omission  of  the  word 
*'  take,"  affords  but  a  feeble  inference  that  the  testator 
conceived  that  such  only  as  previously  bore  the  surname 
of  TheUusson  would  take  his  estates,  because  the  word 
"use"   does,   in   effect,   every  thing  which  the  word 

"take" 
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1821.        «  take  "  could  hare  done,  and  something  more.    Those 
who  had  it  not  could  not  use  it  without  taking  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  provision  does  not  point  dis- 
tinctly at  the  succession  devolying  upon  persons  pro- 
perly bearing  a  different  family  name.  The  direction  is 
that  they  should  use  the  surname  o(T%ellusson  only.  This 
direction  seems  to  have  originated  in  an  apprehensioDi 
that,  although  naturally  bearing  the  surname,  they  might 
be  induced  by  circumstances  to  unite  it  with  another. 
This  union  he  was  desirous  of  prohibiting.  This  appre- 
hension sufficiently  accounts  for  the  provision  as  it 
stands  in  the  will,  and  prevents  the  inference  sought  to 
be  drawn  from  it  on  the  part  of  the  original  Appellant, 
viz.  that  the  testator  had  in  view  descendants  in  the 
female  line. 

(2.)  In  conformity  to  the  opinion  upon  the  first  ques- 
tion, we  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  infant  grandson  of 
the  elder  brother  would  have  a  right  to  nomioate  or  pre- 
sent, in  the  case  supposed  in  the  second  question,  to  the 
vacant  living,  and  not  the  adult  grandson  of  the  second 
brother.  Upon  this  hypothesis,  we  think  the  nomination 
will  necessarily  belong  to  the  infimt  grandson  of  the  elder 
line,  as  the  person  unequivocally  pointed  out,  unless  the 
provision  made  by  the  testator  for  carrying  the  nomination 
into  the  second  family,  in  case  the  descendant  of  die  first 
son  should  be  incapable  by  law  of  making  the  nomina- 
tion, should,  in  the  circumstances  stated,  have  that  effect. 
The  words  are,  the  nomination  to  be  made  by  the  eldest 
male  lineal  descendant  of  his  said  three  sons  respectively, 
in  the  order  and  rotation  aforesaid,  if  he  be  capable  by 
law  of  making  such  nomination,  when  the  church  be- 
comes vacant,  or  within  due  time  afterwards ;  otherwise 
the  eldest  male  lineal  descendant  of  the  next  brother 
is  to  present  to  such  living. 

The 
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The  infaDt  grandson  of  the  eldest  sou  is  the  person  1821. 
clearly  pointed  out  to  make  the  first  nomination,  and  we 
think,  notwithstanding  his  infancy,  he  is  by  law  capable 
of  making  such  nomination.  He,  therefore,  fulfils  pre- 
cisely all  the  conditions  annexed  by  the  testator  to  the 
gift  of  this  authority,  and  sustains  precisely  the  descrip** 
tion  and  character  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  testator,  in  his  provision 
respecting  legal  incapacity,  pointed  at  infancy,  and  that 
his  provision  is  to  be  understood  as  if  he  had  directed 
that  the  descendant  of  the  second  brother  should  pre- 
sent, if  the  descendant  of  the  eldest  brother  was  an  infant. 
Nothing  in  the  provision  nor  in  the  will  entitles  us  to 
do  such  violence  to  the  testator's  language ;  the  expres- 
sion may  have  been  used  either  fi^m  a  doubt  respecting 
the  state  of  the  law,  as  to  the  presentation  by  an 
infant,  or  to  guard  against  the  efiect  of  other  incapacities, 
such  as  lunacy  or  outlawry,  or  others  that  might  be 
stated.  Either  hypothesis  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
provision,  and  to  leave  the  words  creating  and  bestowing 
the  authority  to  their  natural  operation. 


**  Ordered  and  adjudged,  that  the  cross*appeal  bej  and  1895. 
the  same  is,  hereby  dismissed  this  House,  but  with  ''^ 
liberty  for  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  make  any  such  order 
respecting  costs  as  to  that  Court  shall  seem  just.  And 
in  the  original  appeal  it  is  declared,  that  the  Plainti£F 
in  the  Court  below  was  not  entitled  to  any  relief  by  his 
bill.  And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  cause  be  re- 
mitted back  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  proceed  as 
the  justice  of  the  case,  consistently  with  this  declaration, 
may  require,  both  as  to  relief  and  costs." 

Lords'  Journals,  Vol.  Ivii.  p.  1 102. 


6S3 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 


18S8. 


18S8. 
March  10. 

Upon  a  mo- 
tion for  difr- 
covery  and  in- 
spection of 
documents, 
grounded  on 
a  defendant's 
answer,  the 
Court  is  not 
at  liberty  to 
disregard  the 
statements  in 
the  answer,  as 
to  parts  of 
the  documents 
which  are  not 
disclosec^ 
however  sus- 
picious those 
statements 
may  be ;  but 
if  they  are 
inconsistent 
with  each 
other,  the 
Court  will 
adopt  the 
statement 
which  is  most 
favourable  to 
the  plaintiff; 
and  if  such 
parts  of  the 
documents  ns 
are  disclosed 
contradict  the 
answer  as  to 
the  other 
parts,' the 
Court  will 
order  an  in- 
spection of 
such  other  ; 
parts. 


BOWES  V.  FERNIK 

npHE  bill  was  filed  for  an  account  of  certain  pe- 
cuniary  dealings  and  transactions,  in  which  the 
Defendants  had  been  concerned  with  the  late  Lord 
Glamis.  The  Defendant  Femie  was  an  accountant,  who 
had  acted  for  a  number  of  years  in  thc^  capacity  of 
receiver  of  Lord  Glamis's  estates,  and  generally  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs.  By  his  answer  he  admitted 
that  he  had  in  his  possession  certain  deeds,  documents, 
books,  and  accounts,  which  related  exclusively  to  the 
matters  in  question  in  the  cause,  and  which  he  particu- 
larized in  a  schedule;  and  that  he  had  also,  in  his 
possession,  divers  other  books  and  ledgers  (specified  in 
the  same  schedule)  which  contained  some  entries  re- 
lating to  those  matters,  but  which  likewise  contained 
many  entries  relating  to  other  and  distinct  matters,  and 
to  which  he  had  daily  occasion  to  refer  in  the  course 
of  his  ordinary  business;  and  he  submitted  that  no  in- 
spection of  such  books  and  ledgers  ought  to  be  given. 

With  respect  to  the  deeds,  documents,  books,  and 
papers,  to  the  inspection  of  which  no  objection  was 
suggested  by  the  answer,  the  Vice- Chancel  lor,  on  the 
8th  of  June  1837,  made  the  common  order  for  their 
production ;  and  he  further  ordered  that  the  Plaintiff's 
Clerk-in-Court,  or  solicitor,  should  be  allowed  to  inspect 
and  take  extracts  from  the  other  books  and  ledgers  at 
the  Defendant's  office,  upon  giving  a  day's  notice  of  his 
intention;  with  liberty  to  the  Defendant  to  seal  up, 
upon  oath,  all  such  parts  of  them  as  did  not  relate  to 
any  of  the  matters  in  question  in  the  cause. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly,  the  Plaintiff's  solicitor,  in  the  months  of  18S8. 
August  and  September  1837,  inspected  the  last-mentioned 
books  and  ledgers  in  the  Defendant's  office ;  the  De« 
fendant  having  previously  fastened  up  certain  parts  of 
them,  and  made  an  affidavit  that  he  had  fastened  up 
such  parts  only  as  did  not  relate  to  any  matters  in 
question  in  the  cause. 

The  Plaintiff  afterwards  moved  that  a  more  extensive 
inspection  of  those  books  and  ledgers  might  be  granted. 

The  affidavit  of  the  Plaintiff^s  solicitor,  filed  in  sup- 
pprt  of  the  motion,  stated,  amongst  other  things,  that  the 
ledgers  which  were  produced  to  the  deponent,  under 
the  order  of  the  8th  otjune  1837f  had  certain  parts  of 
them  sewed  up  or  fastened  up,  and  that  each  of  them  con- 
tained an  index  to  the  contents,  which  index  was  one  of 
the  parts  so  fastened  up,  so  that  the  deponent  was  un- 
able to  see  by  the  index  what  accounts  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Lord  Glamis  were  entered  in  such  ledger; 
although  the  deponent  believed  that  such  indexes,  if 
open  to  inspection,  would  be  found  to  contain  references 
to  those  accounts.     The  affidavit  further  stated,  that  all 
the  items  in  the  cash  book  marked  E.,  as  well  receipts 
as  disbursements,  appeared,  as  in  the  customary  method 
of  book-keepuig,  to  have  been  posted  into  certain  pages 
in  the  Defendant's  ledgers,  the  numbers  of  those  pages 
being  entered  opposite  to  the  items  in  the  cash  book ; 
and  that  on  reference  to  the  corresponding  pages  in 
the  ledgers  it  appeared  that  many  of  such  items  were 
so  posted  accordingly;  but  that  others  of  them  appeared 
to  be  posted  into  pages  of  the  ledgers  which  were  fast>- 
ened  up  and  not  open  to  inspection ;  and  that  several  of 
such  last-mentioned  items  (which  the  affidavit  specified) 
were  entries  relating  to  the  accounts  of  Lord  Glamis. 

The 
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1838.  The  Defendant  Femie,  by  an  affidavit  in  teply,  stated 

that   the    indexes  of  the    ledgers  contained   nothing 
relating  to  any  of  the  matters  in  question  in  the  causey 
except  the  numbers  of  the  pages  in  the  ledgers,  and  that 
those  pages  themselves  were  left  open.    He  fiirtlier  de- 
posed, that  the  entries  in  the  cash  book  marked  K  were 
not  entered  or  posted'  in  any  ledgers  or  hoota  in  his 
possession,  except  in  a  ledger  marked  K.,  which  had 
been  left  entirely  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Plaintiff's 
solicitor,  and  which  was  kept  by  the  deponent  eiqpressly 
for  the  accounts  between  himself  and  Lord  Glamis;  and 
that  the  deponent  kept  such  part  of  the  accounts  as 
related  to  Lord  Glami^s  estate  at  Bedbumj  and  to 
various  other  receipts  and  payments    made  on   his 
account,  in  another  book,  which  was  taken  away  by 
Lord  Glamis  in  1 888,  and  retained.    He  further  deposed 
that  such  entries  in  the  cash  book  E.  as  were  not  to  be 
found  posted  in  ledger  K.,  referred  to  the  book  so 
retained. 

In  a  second  affidavit  the  Defendant  specified  the 
particular  pages  which  he  had  sewed  up  in  his  several 
account  books  and  ledgers.  In  the  ledger  marked  H., 
he  stated  that  he  had,  among  other  pages,  sewed  up  from 
page  1  to  page  45,  and  in  the  ledger  marked  I.  from 
page  1  to  page  68,  both  inclusive,  and  that  in  none  of 
the  pa^  of  the  said  several  books  so  sewed  up  was 
contained  any  entry  relating  to  the  matters  in  question 
in  the  cause.  In  accordance  with  this  affidavit,  the  in- 
dexes, and  also  several  pages,  which  had  on  former  in- 
spections been  fastened  up  in  the  body  of  the  ledgers^ 
were  now  left  open. 

By  a  subsequent  affidavit  of  the  Plaintifi*'s  solicitor 
it  appeared^  that  upon  an  inspection  had  by  him  in 

Jugust 
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August  18879  pag^  35,  86,  and  87  of  ledger  H.  and  1888. 
page  48  of  ledger  I.  {which  were  now  fastened  up), 
were  open  on  that  occasion,  and  that  they  then  contained 
entries  relative  to  the  matters  in  question  in  tibe  cause. 
The  Defendant,  by  an  affidavit  in  answer,  admitted  the 
fact,  but  stated  that  the  pages  specified  had  been  aft;er- 
wards  accidentally  closed,  in  consequence  of  the  leaves 
having  been  inadvertently  fastened  up  to  a  wrong  page, 
and  that  immediately  on  discovering  the  mistake  he  had 
proceeded  to  rectify  it. 

Upon  these  affidavits,  the  Vice-Chancellor  made  an 
order,  referring  it  to  the  Master  to  open  and  inspect 
the  several  books  and  ledgers  last  mentioned,  and  re« 
port  what  parts  of  them  (if  any)  ought  not  to  be  in*- 
spected  by  the  Plaintiff,  and  to  seal  up  such  parts  only ; 
and  further,  that  the  Defendant  should  produce  and 
leave  the  same  books  and  ledgers  in  the  Master's  office 
as  the  Master  should  direct:  but  the  Plaintiff  and  her 
solicitor  were  not  to  inspect  them  without  the  Master's 
permission. 

The  Defendant  Femie  now  moved  that  this  order 
might  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Stmpkinsan^  for  the  modom 

The  Vice-Chancellor  proceeded  upon  the  ground, 
that  the  four  pages  which  are  now  sealed  up  were  open 
in  jiugusi  1887,  and  are  sworn  by  the  Plaintiff's  soli- 
citor, and  not  denied  by  the  Defendant,  to  have  then 
contained  entries  relating  to  matters  in  question  in  the 
cause,  a  circumstance  which  raised  such  a  degree  of 
suspicion  as,  in  his  Honor's  opinion,  warranted  the 
reference  to  the  Master.      Suspicion,  however,  is  no 

Vol.  III.  U  u  sufficient 
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18S8.  sufficient  ground,  in  a  case  of  this  description^  for  in^ 
ducing  the  Court -to  subject  the  whole  of  a  tradesman's 
books  and  ledgers  to  the  inquisitorial  scrutiny  of  a  Master. 
How  is  the  Master  to  carry  the  order  into  effect?  Is 
lie  to  undertake  the  labour  of  wading  through  all  the 
entries  and  accounts  contained  in  these  voluminous 
lKx>ks  and  ledgers  ?  The  affidavit  of  the  party  is  in  this 
stage  quite  conclusive ;  Napier  v.  Staples  {a),  Purcdl 
V.  Macnamara  {b\  Campbell  v.  French  (c).  The  Defend- 
ant's affidavits  are  merely  supplementary  to  his  answer, 
so  that  this  is  in  fact  a  proceeding  upon  the  answer;  as 
to  which  Lord  Eldon  has  held,  and  it  is  perfectly  set- 
tled, that  the  statements  in  the  answer,  though  open  to 
the  strongest  suspicion  of  incorrectness,  or  even  perjury, 
must,  nevertheless,  for  the  purposes  of  a  modon  founded 
upon  it,  be  assumed  to  be  true;  Clapham  v.  White [d)' 

Sir  W.  Home  and  Mr.  LoDot,  contrd. 

The  Vice-Chancellor's  order  was  grounded  upon 
this,  that  a  Defendant  shall  not  be  permitted  to  con^ 
tradict  himself.  If  he  does,  the  Court  refers  it  to  the 
Master  to  inquire  into  and  state  how  the  fact  stands.  If, 
therefore,  he  falsifies  his  own  answer  or  his  own  affi- 
davit, an  inspection  will  be  directed  to  be  had,  qualified 
in  the  manner  which  has  been  directed  here.  The 
principle  of  the  cases  referred  to  is,  that  you  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  contradict,  by  extrinsic  evidence,  the 
statement  of  the  party  himself:  but  that  principle  does 
not  apply  where,  to  use  the  gentlest  expression,  the  De* 
fendant  has  convicted  himself  of  gross  incorrectness  and 
inconsistency* 


The 


(a)  2  MoU.  270.  (c)  1  AnsL  58. 

(&)  Stated  in  Wigram  on  Dis*  (rf)  8  f^es.55. 

covery,  p,  209. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor.  1838. 

If  the  practice  of  the  Court,  or  any  precedent,  had 
been  found  to  authorise  such  an  order  as  the  present,  I 
should  feel  no  disinclination  to  support  it,  for  certainly 
the  circumstances  are  most  suspicious,  and  the  De- 
fendant's statements  any  thing  but  satisfactory.  On  the 
face  of  them,  it  was  clear  that  the  indexes  must  have  * 
related  to  the  matters  in  question  in  the  cause,  and  that 
fact  is  not  now  denied ;  and  I  should,  therefore,  have 
no  hesitation  in  giving  as  much  discovery  as,  consistently 
with  the  practice,  I  could  give. 

So  far  as  the  Defendant's  affidavits  contain  statements 
at  variance  with  each  other,  or  so  far  as  the  document 
itself  shews  a  discrepancy  in  his  statements,  it  would  be 
quite  consistent  with  the  rules  of  the  Court  to  get  at 
the  truth  by  compelling  the  party  to  give  discovery:  and 
if  there  be  now  any  matters  which  are  open  to  that  ob- 
servation, either  from  contradiction  in  the  affidavits,  or 
from  the  character  of  the  entries  themselves,  I  am  ready 
to  make  the  order  for  inspection  to  that  extent;  but  it 
is  quite  new  to  me,  and  no  authority  has  been  produced 
for  holding,  that  an  order  of  this  sort  may  be  directed 
upon  an  answer.  It  is  not  because  you  suspect  that  a 
defendant  has  stated  facts  incorrectly  or  untruly  in  his 
answer,  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  disregard  those  state* 
ments.  If,  with  respect  to  a  particular  matter,  a  de- 
fendant has  made  inconsistent  and  contradictory  states 
ments,  the  plaintiff  may  adopt  and  act  upon  that  which 
is  most  in  his  own  favour.  But  his  answer  may  be 
open  to  every  possible  suspicion,  and  yet,  according  to 
the  practice,  the  Court  cannot  reject  it. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  order  can  be  maintained  in  its 
present  shape;  but  as  it  was  open  to  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  upon  the  motion  before  him,  to  order  the  pro^ 

U  u  2  duction 
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1838.  duction  and  inspection  of  any  books  or  accounts,  asta 
which  the  Defendant  had  made  contradictory  statements, 
or  as  to  which  the  documents  themselves  shewed  s 
discrepancy,  let  any  such  be  pointed  out  to  me  now, 
and  I  will  order  them  to  be  inspected.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  now  that  access  has  been  given  to  the  indexes 
and  to  the  four  pages  formerly  open  in  ledgers  H.  and 
I.,  the  Plaintiff  has  got  all  she  can  require. 


March  25.  GRAHAM  V.  COAPE. 

Nov.  IS. 

A  bUl  filed  nPHE  bill  alleged  that  the  Plaintiff,  upon  the  death 
te^o  compel  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^^  became  entitled,  under  his  marriage 

the  transfer  to  settlement,  to  an  absolute  interest  in  certain  funds  stand-' 
of  a  fund  to  ^^g  in  the  names  of  the  Defendants,  the  trustees  of  the 
which  he  settlement ;  and  it  prayed  a  transfer  of  the  funds,  and 

stated  that  he  r    v      j-  •  j     j  •  r  j 

was  solely  en-  An  account  of  the  dividends,  against  the  trustees,  and 

titled,  joined,  ^jjat  the  Defendants,  Henry  Coe  Coape  and  Sidney 
certain  per-      •^'^^  his  wife,  and  two  other  Defendants  similarly  cir- 

sons  who  had,  cumstanced,  misht  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit, 
as  the  Plain-  '       t>      tr  j 

tiff  alleged, 

rendered  the         The  case  made  against  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  Coape  was, 

by  calling         that  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  Plaintiff's  wife 

upon  the  unmarried,  Mrs.  Coe  Coape^  as  one  of  her  next  of  kin,  or 

trustees  to  '  -^  '  *  ^ 

transfer  the  in 

fund  to  them, 
and  the  bill  therefore  prayed  that  they  might  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit. 

The  Defendants  in  question  put  in  what  they  called  an  answer  and  disclaimer,  in 
which  they  merely  stated,  that  they  did  not  now  claim,  and  never  had  claimed,  any 
interest  in  the  fund  in  question. 

Upon  exceptions  taken  to  this  answer  and  disddmer,  which  covered  the  whole 
of  the  interrogating  part  of  the  bill,  the  Vice-Chancellor  held  the  exceptions  good, 
except  as  to  one  interrogatory,  which  he  thought  was  immaterial. 

Held,  upon  appeal,  that  his  Honor's  order  was  right. 

Semb/e,  that  the  Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  an  answer  to  all  the  interrogatories  ia 
the  bill 
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m  some  other  character,  would  have  been'  entitled  to 
a  moiety  or  some  other  proportion  of  those  funds,;  and 
that    they,    therefore,    disputed    the    validity    of  the 
Plaintiff's    marriage,  on   the   ground   of  the    incom- 
petency and  imbecility  of  mind  of  the  lady  :  that  they 
alleged  they  were  entitled  in  such  right  as  aforesaid,  to 
such  proportion  of  the  funds  in  question ;    and  had 
required   the   trustees   to  transfer  the  funds  to  them; 
and   that  the   trustees   had,   in  consequence,   refused 
to    transfer    them    to    the   Plaintiff.      The    bill   then 
contained  a  great  variety  of  allegations  and  charges, 
tending  to  shew  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  Coape  clumed 
some  interest,  and  also   that  they  had   admitted  that 
the  Plaintiff's  wife,  at  the  time  when  the  Plaintiff  mar- 
ried her,  was  not  imbecile  or  incompetent  to  contract 
a  marriage,  but  that,  in  order  to  secure  to  themselves  an 
interest  in  the  property  of  which  her  fortune  consisted, 
and.  which  afterwards  became  the  subject  of  the  setde- 
ment,  they  had  endeavoured  in  various  ways  to  inter- 
pose obstacles  to  the  marriage;  and   that,   since  her 
death,  they  had  set  up  the  case  of  her^incompetency,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  Plaintiff,  her  husband, 
fi'om  obtaining  a  transfer  of  the  settled  funds. 

The  Defendants  Mr.  and  ^rs.  Coe  Coape  put  in  what 
was  intituled  an  answer  and  disclaimer  to  the  bill,  in  the 
common  form,  stating  merely  that  they  never  had  or 
claimed  to  have,  and  did  not  now  claim,  any  right, 
title,  or  interest  in  the  funds  in  question,  and  that  they 
thereby  disclaimed  all  right,  title,  or  interest  therein. 

To  this  answer  and  disclaimer  the  Plaintiff  having 
taken  a  great  number  of  exceptions,  which  covered  the 
whole  of  the  interrogating  part  of  the  bill,  the  Master, 
upon  the  usual  reference,  reported  that  the  answer  and 

U  u  3  disclaimer 
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ISSS^  ^     disclaimer  were  suflScient,  and  that  the  costs  of  the  re- 
ference ought  to  be  borne  by  the  Plaintiff. 

The  Plaintiff  excepted  to  the  report  upon  both  points. 
The  Vice-chancellor  allowed  the  exceptions  upon  both 
points,  except  as  to  an  interrogatory  which  his  Honor 
considered  to  be  immaterial,  and  therefore  not  to  require 
any  answer ;  and  he  ordered  the  Defendants  to  pay  the 
costs  of  the  exceptions  and  reference. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  Coape  appealed  against  his  Honor's 
order. 


Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Richards^  for  the  Appellants. 

The  question   is,  whether  the  Vice-Chancellor  was 
right  in  requiring  these  Defendants  to  answer  the  bill 
generally.     The  utmost  to  which  the  Plaintiff  can  be 
entitled,  beyond  what  the  disclaimer  has  given  him,  is 
an  answer  to  all  such  interrogatories  as  apply  to  any 
facts  charged  against  the  Appellants,  as  evidencing  or 
constituting  an  improper  interference  with  the  trustees 
in  the  execution  of  their  trust.     The  circumstance  of 
their  having  once  given  a  notice  to  the  trustees  not  to 
part  with   the  fund,   can   be   no  ground,   after  they 
have  withdrawn  that  notice,  *  for  charging  them  with 
the  costs   of  the  suit.     Though  a   party  cannot  dis* 
claim  a  liability,  he  may  always  disclaim  «n  interest; 
Lord  JRedesdale{a\  Agar  v.  The  Regenfs  Canal  Com- 
pany  (J),  Btdkeley  v.  Dunbar  (c).     The  case  of  Deacon 
v.  Deacon  (d),  which  was  relied  upon  in  the  Court  be- 
low, is  anomalous:    even  there,  however,  the  Defend- 
ant set  up  the  claim  and  then  withdrew  it;  whereas  the 

case 

(«)  Treat,  on  PL  188.  883.  4th  (c)  1  Arut.  57. 

ed.  \d)  7  Sim.  578, 

(5)  Coop.  9 IS, 
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case  of  these  Defendants,  as  stated  in  their  answer  and 
disclaimer  is,  that  they  never  made  a  claim.  If  the 
Appellants  never  claimed,  and  do  not  now  claim  any 
interest  in  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit,  they  might,  if 
not  made  Defendants,  and  therefore  interested  as  to  costs, 
be  examined  as  witnesses  in  the  cause,  to  prove  the  case  of 
the  other  Defendants ;  and  the  Plaintiff  ought  not  to  be 
permitted,  by  keeping  them  on  the  record  as  Defendants, 
under  a  pretence  that  they  have  made  themselves  liable 
to  costs,  to  get  rid  of  evidence  which  he  apprehends 
will  be  unfavourable  to  himself. 

T^e  Lord  Chancellor.  > 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Appellants  were 
bound  to  answer  every  interrogatory  which  touched  the 
case  of  alleged  interference  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  trustees  from  performing  their  duties.  If  the 
Plaintiff  wishes  to  carry  his  right  higher,  I  must  hear 
the  argument  of  his  counsel. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  James  Parker^  for  the  Plaintiff. 

To  be  good,  as  a  mere  disclaimer,  what  is  here  termed 
an  answer  and  disclaimer  ought  to  have  been  supported 
by  an  answer  meeting  and  traversing  every  allegation  of 
fact  which  goes  to  shew  that  a  claim  was  actually  set 
up ;  — just  as  in  the  case  of  a  plea,  which  will  be  over- 
ruled, unless  supported  by  an  answer  negativing  all  such 
charges  as,  if  left  untouched,  would  destroy  the  plea. 
But,  after  the  opinion  which  the  Court  has  just  ex- 
pressed, the  only  question  is,  whether  the  Plaintiff  is 
not  also  entitled,  as  his  Honor  thought  he  was  entitled, 
to  a  full  answer  to  every  interrogatory  which  goes  to 
the  merits  of  the  case  made  by  his  bill.  Now^  if  these 
Appellants  have  so  conducted  themselves  in  the  trans- 
U  u  4  actions 
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1858.  actions  out  of  which  the  suit  arose  as  to  render  chenr- 
selves  liable  to  the  costs,  tfaey  are  necessarily  and  pro- 
perly made  Defendants;  and  the  &ct  that  they  might 
otherwise  have  been  made  witnesses  is  perfectly  imma- 
terial; Cookson  v.  Ellison  {a).  An  answer  upon  the 
merits  may  furnish  the  Plaintiff  with  important  inform- 
ation to  assist  him  in  making  out  his  case  against  the 
other  Defendants,  who  have  not  disclaimed ;  and  should 
he  fail  in  making  out  his  title  to  a  decree,  it  may  still  be 
very  material  upon  the  decision  of  the  question  of  costs ; 
for,  even  if  the  bill  should  be  dismissed,  it  will  by  no 
means  be  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  costs  of  the 
Appellants  should  be  thrown  upon  the  Plaintiff;  Glass- 
ingtofi  V.  Thvoaites.  (6)  Besides,  this  is  an  answer  and  dis- 
claimer put  in  by  a  husband  and  wife  jointly ;  and  it  is  very 
doubtful  how  far  such  a  proceeding  can  bind  a  married 
woman,  especially  as  regards  any  reversionary  interest 
to  which  she  may  become  entitled  in  the  event  of  her 
surviving  her  husband ;  Whiting  v.  Rush,  (c) 

Mr.  Wigranij  in  reply. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  more  regular  course,  I  think,  would  have  been  to 
move  that  the  answer  and  disclaimer  should  be  taken 
off  the  file;  for  it  purports  to  be  an  answer  and  dis- 
claimer to  the  whole  bill,  although,  in  fact,  it  is  confined 
to  a  part  of  it  only.  The  case  now  comes  before  me, 
however,  upon  exceptions,  treating  the  whole  as  an 
answer,  and  I  must  endeavour  to  dispose  of  it  as  it 
stands. 


The 


(a)  2  Bro.  C.  C.  252.  (c)  S  F.  4*  ColL  546. 

{b)  2  Russ.  458. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  [after  shortly  stating  the        1838. 
circumstances  of  the  case]. 


It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Appellants  are  not  made 
defendants  in  respect  of  their  having  an  interest,  in  j^ov.  is. 
which  case  a  simple  disclaimer  would  enable  the  Plaintiff 
to  prosecute  his  suit,  and  give  to  him  all  the  benefit  he 
seeks.  On  the  contrary,  it  alleges  that  they  have  no  in- 
terest, but  that,  pretending  to  have  some,  they  have  pre- 
vented the  Plaintiff  from  obtaining  the  property  from 
the  trustees;  and,  upon  that  ground,  it  prays  that  the  Ap- 
pellants, and  the  other  Defendants  who  stand  in  the  same 
situation,  may  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit.  The  Appellants 
were  quite  aware  that  a  simple  disclaimer  would  not 
meet  the  case  made  against  them ;  and  they  have  there- 
fore put  in  an  answer  and  disclaimer,  not  only  dis- 
claiming all  interest,  but  denying  that  they  ever  had  or 
pretended  to  have  any  right,  title,  or  interest  in  the 
property  in  question.  But  although  they  have  found  it 
necessary  so  to  meet  the  case  made  by  the  bill,  they 
have  not  answered  any  of  the  allegations  by  means  of 
which  the  Plaintiff  proposes  to  prove  the  afiirmative  of 
his  proposition,  and  so  to  support  his  title  to  compel 
them  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit. 

Upon  what  ground  can  a  defendant  be  entitled  so 
to  defeat  the  case  alleged  against  him,  by  refusing  to 
answer  the  allegations  in  the  bill,  and  putting  in  a 
general  denial  of  the  equity  asserted  by  the  bill? 
Glassington  v.  Thwaites  (a)  and  other  cases  were  cited 
upon  the  point :  but  De  Beauwir  v.  Rhodes^  not  reported 
in  that  stage  of  it,  more  precisely  meets  this  case.  There 
the  plaintiff  filed  his  bill  to  set  aside  a  building  lease, 
and  made  the  attorneys,  who  had  been  employed  in  the 

transaction 

^      (a)  2  Rums.  458. 
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1838.  transaction  by  the  person  under  whom  he  claimed,  de« 
fendants  to  the  bill,  charging  that  they  had  been  parties 
to  the  alleged  fraud,  and  had  secured  to  themselves  a 
benefit  by  getting  from  the  tenant  a  contract  to  employ 
them  in  preparing  the  sub-leases,  and  praying  that  they 
might  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit  Those  defendants  put 
in  a  disclaimer,  which  Sir  John  LeeuJiy  then  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  ordered  to  be  taken  off  the  file,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  plaintiff  prayed  relief  against  them,  and  that 
they  could  not  escape  by  simply  disclaiming.  In  that 
case,  as  in  this,  the  defendants  were  made  parties  upon 
an  alleged  .claim  of  interest,  and  upon  a  demand  for 
costs  arising  fit>m  imputed  misconduct  With  respect 
to  the  former,  the  disclaimer  mi^t  be  sufficient,  but  to 
the  latter  it  is  wholly  inapplicable. 

This  authority  appears  to  me  to  be  directly  in  point; 
but  no  authority  was,  in  my  opinioni  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  order  of  the  Vice-Chancellor.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  appeal  must  be  dismissed  with  costs. 
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18S8. 


BETWEEN 

SAMUEL    TWYFORD    and    DORA    his    Wife,      ^«/^27. 

Plaintiffi ; 

AND 

HENRY  TRAIL  (since  deceased),  FRANCIS  TIP- 
PING HALL  (out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court), 
and  JOHN  MAITLAND  and  DOROTHEA  his 
Wife,  GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  SIMPSON, 
HENRY  TRAIL  SIMPSON,  and  RICHARD 
HENRY  KING,  -  -  Defendants: 

AND   BETWEEN 

SAMUEL    TWYFORD    and    DORA    his    Wife, 

Plaintiff ; 

AND 

JOHN  STUDHOLME  BROWNRIGG,  JAMES 
COSMO  MELVILL,  and  HENRY  EDWARD 
TWYFORD,  .  .  -  Defendants. 

TIY  the  decree  made  at  the  hearing  of  the  first  men-  When  it  is 

•^  tioned  cause,  on  the  20th  of  August  1834,  it  was  {[fa^SLt^^ 

(amongst  other  things)  declared  that  it  was  the  duty  of  fVil-  to  review  his 

Ham  Hall  and  James  Archibald  Simpson^  in  the  pleadings  at  libuty  to 

named,  receive  fii> 
ther  evidence. 

A  Master  having  found  a  certain  sum  due  from  certain  parties,  those  parties  took 
two  exceptions  to  the  Master's  report,  by  the  first  of  which  they  submitted  that 
the  Master  ought  not  to  have  so  found  and  certified  as  he  had  found  and  certified ; 
and  by  the  other  of  which  they  submitted  that  he  ought  either  to  have  found 
nothing  due  from  them,  or  that  a  certain  sum,  and  no  more,  was  due  from  them; 
and  they,  at  the  same  time,  presented  a  petition  praying  a  reference  back  to  the 
Master  to  review  his  report,  with  certain  directions  as  to  particular  items  of  ac- 
count. The  Vice-Chancellor  made  one  order  on  the  petition  and  the  exceptions, 
by  which  he  merely  allowed  the  exceptions,  and  referred  it  back  to  the  Master  to 
review  his  report : 

Held,  that,  under  this  order,  the  only  inquiry  which  the  Master  could  make 'was, 
whether  any  thing,  or  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  second 
exception,  was  due. 
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1838.  named,  to  have  withdrawn  from  the  house  of  Palmer 
and  Co.,  of  Calcutta^  the  moneys  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  the  testator  George  Augustus  Simpson^  and 
that  the  estates  of  William  Hall  and  James  Archibald 
Simpsofij  respectively,  were  responsible  for  the  loss  which 
had  been  sustained  in  consequence  of  their  having 
omitted  to  do  so ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  such  loss,  with  liberty  to  state 
special  circumstances ;  and  it  was  also  referred  to  the 
Master  to  take  an  account  of  the  personal  estate  of 
George  Augustus  Simpson  come  to  the  hands  of  William 
Hall  and  James  Archibald  Simpson^  and  an  account  of 
the  personal  estate  of  William  Hall  and  James  Archibald 
Simpson  respectively,  received  by  Henry  Trails  their 
legal  personal  representative  in  EnglaruL 

By  the  decree  in  the  second  cause,  dated  the  22d  of 
July  1836,  it  was  directed  that  the  decree  in  the  first  cause 
should  be  prosecuted  against  the  Defendants  Brownrigg 
and  Melvillf  as  the  personal  representatives  of  Henry 
Trailj  and  against  the  Defendant  Henry  Edward  Twy- 
fordj  as  the  personal  representative  of  William  Hall. 

The  Master,  by  his  separate  report,  dated  the  4th  of 
July  1837,  found  that  the  loss  sustained  in  consequence 
of  William  HaU  and  James  Archibald  Simpson  having 
omitted  to  withdraw  from  the  house  of  Palmer  and  Co. 
the  moneys  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  testator 
George  Augustus  Simpson,  calculating  interest  on  both 
sides  of  the  account  at  4  per  cent.,  from  the  4th  day  of 
January  1830,  the  date  of  Palmer  and  Co.'s  failure,  up 
to  the  4th  day  of  July  1837,  the  date  of  the  report, 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  13,547/.  lOs.  Id. ;  and  he  re- 
ported that  he  had,  in  the  schedule  to  the  report,  set 
forth  the  particulars  of  the  account,  by  which  the  loss 
was  calculated  and  made  out. 

To 


TEAIt. 
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To  this  report  the  Defendants  Braamrigg  and  MelviU       1888. 
took  the  following  exceptions : —  1st  "  For  that  the  said    ^^V*^^""^^ 
Master,  in  and  by  his  said  report,  has  found  and  cer-       ^  v. 
tified  that  the  loss  sustained  in  consequence  of  William 
HaU  and  James  Archibald  Simpson  in  the  said  report 
mentioned,  having  omitted  to  withdraw  from  the  house 
of  Palmer  and  Co.  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  the 
moneys  belonging  to  the  estate  of  G.  A.  Simpson,  the 
testator  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  calculating  interest 
on  both  sides  of  the  account  at  4  per  cent,  from  the 
4th  day  of  January  1830,  the  date  of  Messrs.  Palmer 
and  Co.'s  failure,  up  to  the  date  of  the  said  report, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  13,547/.  105.  Id.;  whereas  the 
said  Master  ought  not  so  to  have  found  and  certified." 

2d.  ^^  For  that  the  said  Master,  in  and  by  the  said 
report,  has  found  and  certified  that  the  loss  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  said  William  Hall  and  James 
Archibald  Simpson  having  omitted  to  withdraw  from 
the  said  house  of  Palmer  and  Co.  the  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  estate  of  the  said  testator  6.  A.  Simpson, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  13,547/.  105.  Id.  Whereas 
the  said  Master  ought  not  so  to  have  found  and  cer- 
tified :  but  he  ought  to  have  found  and  certified  either 
that  no  loss  had  been  sustained  by  the  estate  of  the 
said  testator  6.  A.  Simpson,  in  consequence  of  the  said 
William  Hall  and  James  Archibald  Simpson  having 
omitted  to  withdraw  from  the  house  of  Palmer  and  Co. 
the  moneys  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  said  testator 
G.  A.  Simpson,  or  that  such  loss  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
4550/.  9s.  Id.  only,  and  no  more." 

The  PlaintiflTs  having  presented  a  petition,  praying 
that  this  report  might  be  confirmed,  the  Defendants 
Brownrigg   and  MelviU  presented  a  counter-petition, 

praying 
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1888.  praying  a  reference  back  to  the  Master  to  review  his 
report,  with  particular  declarations  of  the  Court  as  to 
certain  particular  items. 

On  the  80th  of  Jpril  1838,  the  Vice-Chancellor 
made  an  order  upon  the  two  petitions  and  the  excep- 
tions, which  was  to  this  effect;  viz.,  his  Honor  held  the 
exceptions  to  be  good  and  sufficient,  and  ordered  that 
the  same  should  be  allowed ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  it 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  Master  to  review  his 
report. 

A  copy  of  this  order  having  been  left  with  the 
Master,  the  Plaintiffs  brought  into  the  Master's  office 
an  amended  state  of  facts  and  charge,  in  which,  as  the 
Defendants  contended,  the  Plainti£&  made  a  different 
case  from  that  which  they  had  made  in  their  former 
state  of  facts.  This  was  objected  to  by  the  Defendants 
Brcfwnrigg  and  Melvill;  but,  after  argument  by  coun- 
sel on  both  sides,  the  Master  determined  to  receive  the 
amended  state  of  &cts. 

The  Defendants,  Brtramrigg  and  Melvill^  now  moved, 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  Master,  in  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  inquiry  and  matters  upon  which  his 
report  of  the  4th  of  July  1837  was  made,  and  in 
proceeding  under  the  order  of  the  30th  of  April  1838, 
might  be  directed  to  proceed  upon  the  several  states  of 
fiicts  left  with  him  before  such  report  was  made^  and 
upon  which  the  same  report  was  made,  and  that  he 
might  be  directed  not  to  proceed  upon  any  amended  or 
other  state  of  facts  ;  or  that  the  Master  might  be  directed 
not  to  proceed  upon  the  state  or  amended  state  of  facts 
brought  in  before  him,  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiffs,  sub- 
sequently to  such  report. 

The 
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The  Sdicitor-General  and  Mr.  Cockerell^  in  support        18S8. 
of  the  motion.  ^Jt^*^^"*^ 

TWYIOAD 

The  Master  is  at  liberty  to  adopt  either  of  the  alter-  Trail. 
natives  tendered  by  the  second  exception^  but  not  to 
start  an  entirely  new  case.  The  question  which  arises 
in  this  case  is  one  of  general  principle.  It  is,  whether 
or  not,  according  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Court, 
the  Master,  on  exceptions  allowed,  is  at  liberty  to 
proceed  as  if  no  exceptions  had  been  allowed.  Very 
often  the  Court,  when  it  thinks  the  Master  wrong, 
makes  no  order  upon  the  exceptions,  but  refers  it  back 
to  the  Master  to  review  his  report 

Mr.  Jac(^y  Mr.  Wigramy  and  Mr.  Stuart^  contra. 

The  Vice-Chancellor's  order,  referring  it  back  to  the 
Master  to  review  his  report,  is  not  appealed  from,  and 
therefore  must  be  taken  to  be  right.  There  has  been  a 
difference  of  opinion  upon  the  question,  whether,  upon 
a  reference  back,  to  the  Master  to  review  his  report,  the 
Master  is  entitled  to  receive  further  evidence. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  Master  is 
entitled  to  receive  further  evidence.  It  seems  to  me 
nonsense  to  refer  it  back  to  the  Master,  unless  he  is  at 
liberty  to  receive  further  evidence ;  because  the  con- 
clusion afforded  by  the  evidence  already  taken  might 
have  been  drawn  by  the  Court  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Master. 

Mr.  Jacob* 

That  is  always  the  case  upon  questions  of  title.  In 
one  case  before  Lord  Eldon^  it  was  stated  at  the  bar  that 

there 
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1838.  there  was  a  difficulty  in  the  Master^s  office  aboat  re* 
ceiTing  further  evidence ;  and  Lord  Fldon  said,  **  Oh, 
if  they  make  any  difficulty  about  that,  come  back  to 
me."  The  Vice-Chancellor  expressly  said  that  the 
Master  should  receive  further  evidence.  The  present 
motion  is,  at  all  events,  clearly  wrong,  because  it  is 
prospective ;  the  Defendants  should  have  waited  uutil 
the  Master  had  made  his  further  report. 

JTie  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  apprehend  that,  upon  the  order  as  it  now  stands,  the 
Master  might  receive  further  evidence  upon  the  issue 
tendered  by  the  second  exception,  because  he  must 
come  to  a  conclusion  upon  that. 

Mr.  SideboUanif  for  another  Defendant,  in  opposition 
to  the  order  appealed  from. 

The  SoUcitor-Generalj  in  reply. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  certainly  thought  that  the 
Master  would  be  at  liberty  to  receive  further  evidence ; 
but  if  a  direction  or  declaration  to  that  e£kct  had  been 
inserted  in  the  order,  it  would  have  been  appealed 
from  by  the  Defendants  who  make  the  present  motion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

I  certainly  have  occasionally  heard  applications  of 
this  sort  made,  and  undoubtedly  they  may  have  the 
effect  of  saving  great  expense  to  the  parties;  but  I 
think  it  quite  clear  that  it  is  not  regular,  in  point  of 
form,  to  give  prospective  directions  to  the  Master  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  is  to  proceed.  It  is  not  r^ular 
as  between  the  parties,  and  I  think  it  is  not  quite  con- 
sistent with  what  is  due  from  the  Court  to  the  Master. 

If, 
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If,  however,  in  this  case,  the  parties  are  so  agreed  as  to 
desire  me  to  give  my  opinion  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the 
regular  course,  I  am  very  ready  to  give  them  that 
assistance. 

Mr.  Jaccb^  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiffs,  intimated 
that  he  believed  all  parties  did  wish  for  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's opinion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Master,  upon  a  reference  to  take  a  certain 
account  —  it  is  immaterial  what  account — comes  to  a 
certain  conclusion,  and  finds  a  certain  sum  due.  One 
of  the  parties  files  two  exceptions  to  the  Master's 
finding;  one,  that  the  Master  ought  not  to  have  so 
found  and  certified  as  he  has  found  and  certified ;  and 
the  other,  that  he  ought  either  to  have  found  that  nothing 
was  due,  or  that  a  sum  amounting  to  4550/.  9j.  l£/.,  and 
no  more,  is  due.  The  result  is,  that  both  these  excep- 
tions are  allowed.  Now  that,  I  consider,  to  be  identi- 
cally the  same  as  if  the  Court  had  made  an  order 
declaring  that  the  Master  had  found  a  sum  due  which 
was  not  the  correct  sum,  and  that  he  should  have 
found  either  that  nothing  at  all  was  due,  or  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  4550/.  95.  \d.  was  due.  On  that  de- 
claration it  is  referred  back  to  the  Master  to  review  his 
report.  What  was  the  Master  to  do?  One  or  other  of 
these  findings  ought  to  have  taken  place,  viz.  either 
that  nothing  was  due,  or  that  a  sum  not  exceeding 
4550/.  95.  Id.  was  due.  The  Court  had  adjudicated 
upon  the  case  so  far  as  to  decide  that  nothing  was  to  be 
determined  by  the  Master,  but  whether  4550/.  95.  \i. 
or  nothing  was  due.  That  appears  to  be  the  necessary 
construction  of  the  Vice-Chancellor's  order ;  and  it  is 
the  same  as  if  the  order  had  incorporated  the  except 

Vol.  III.  X  X  tions. 
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18S8.        tions,  and  had  directed  that  the  Master  ought  to  find 
T^"^'^"^^     either  nothing  to  be  due,  or  a  sum  not  exceedbg 
V.  4550L  9s.  Id.  to  be  due.    If  those  had  been  the  terms 

Tbail.  ^£.  ^^  order,  there  could  have  been  no  doubt  whatever 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  Master's  inquiry.  As  it  stands, 
I  think  the  Master  is  precluded  from  entering  into  any 
other  inquiry  than  this,  viz.  whether  anything,  or  whe- 
ther a  sum  not  exceeding  4550/.  9s.  li/.,  is  due. 

The  parties  best  know  whether  that  view  of  the  case 
is  what  the  Vice*Chancellor  intended.  One  woold 
have  expected  that  if  the  Vice-Chancellor  intended,  by 
his  order,  to  assert  the  affirmative  of  the  proposition 
tendered  by  the  second  exception,  he  would  have  re- 
ferred it  back  to  the  Master  to  review  his  report  with 
reference  to  the  matter  of  the  second  exception,  instead 
of  referring  it  back  to  the  Master  in  the  general  terms 
employed  in  this  order. 

What  the  Vice-Chancellor's  opinion  was  I  have  no 
means  of  judging,  except  from  the  order  before  i 


That  being  my  view  of  the  case,  the  parties  will  take 
such  course  as  they  think  fit- 


No  order  was  made  on  the  motion,  except  so  &r  as 
to  direct  that  the  costs  of  the  application  should  be 
costs  in  the  cause. 
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1838. 

ELLICE  V.  GOODSON.  Feb.ns^uM. 

^HIS  was  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  Vice-  A  Defendant 
•■-    Chancellor,  aUowiog  the  demurrer  of  the  De-  TnilS^Si^a"^ 
fendant  Goodsoru  bill,  after- 

wards, upon 
the  bill  being 
Hie  original  bill  was  filed  in  October  18S6,  by  the  ^^^^^^*  put 
Plaintifi^,  suing  on  behalf  of  himself  and  all  other  spe-  to  the  whole 
cialty  creditors  of  James  Law  deoeased,  fite  testator  in  ^^^j^j  ^^ 
the  cause,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  testator's  real  The  bill,  as 
estates  available  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.    The  llS^'mlSially 
estates  lay  partly  in  England  and  Ireland;  but  con-  vary  the  case 
sisted  principally  of  freehold  plantations,  situate  in  the  made  agunst 

West  Indies.    Subsequently  to  the  death  of  the  testator,  ^^^  demurring 

P**rty,  and  it 
his  executor,  acting  under  a  general  power  of  attorney  retained  a 

from  the  testator's  heir  at  law,  had  created  certain  in-  Jjff^^^n" 

cumbrances  on  the  West  India  estates  in  favour  of  the  which  he  had 

Defendants  Goodsan  and  Young;  and  the  biU,  besides  f^^dflUld, 

calling  for  a  general  account  of  the  whole  of  the  testa-  ^t>  ^^at  the 

tor's  assets,  both   real  and   personal,  also  sought  to  entitled  to 

include  in  the  relief  to  be  administered  in  the  suit,  an  ^^^  |?***  ^^^ 

inquiry  into  the  circumstances  under  which  the  several  purpose  of 

securities  to.  Goodson  and  Young  had  been  granted,  with  ^^ 

a  view  to  impeach  their  validity,  or  to  have  them  post-  sages  existed 

poned  to  the  demands  of  the  Plaintiff  and  the  other  spe*  [fended  bill 

cialty  creditors  of  the  testator.     Very  shortly  after  the  ^bich  had 

bill  was  put  upon  the  file,  and  before  the  Defendants  vious^  an- 

faad  put  in  answers,  some  slight  verbal  alterations  were  "TJf^  "  R*'! 

introduced  into  it  by  way  of  amendment.    The  De-  bill;  and 

fendants  then  filed  their  answers,   and  the  Plaintiff  jSJJit**^^ 

thereupon  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  consignee  or  was  admitted 

receiver  of  the  West  India  estates.    That  motion  was  answerov^ 

refiised.    Exceptions  were  afterwards  taken  to  the  an-  ™*«^  *he 
*^  __  demurrer. 

X  X  2  swer 
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1838.  swer  of  Goodson,  who,  in  the  month  of  Hatch  1837, 
put  in  a  further  answer,  and  those  two  answers  together 
constituted,  on  his  part,  a  full  answer  to  the  bill. 

In  the  month  of  June  1837,  the  Plaintiff,  under 
the  usual  order  for  that  purpose,  amended  his  bill  to  a 
considerable  extent,  but  not  so  largely  as  to  require  a 
new  engrossment.  The  amendments  consisted  partly  in 
the  expunging  of  matter  which  had  stood  in  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  and  the  striking  out,  as  defendants,  of  certain 
parties  who  had  been  originally  supposed  to  haYe  some 
interest  in  the  suit  in  consequence  of  claims  arising 
out  of  the  Slave  Compensation,  and  partly  in  the  intro- 
duction of  new  allegations  and  charges  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  change  of  parties,  and  some  slight  alter- 
ations as  to  particular  details  in  the  statement.  The 
suit  was  also  converted  into  a  suit  on  behalf  of  creditors 
generally.  With  these  exceptions,  the  am^ded  bill 
remained  substantially  the  same  as  before;  and  the 
amendments  in  no  respect  varied  the  case  made  against 
the  Defendant  Goodsoru 

In  the  month  of  July  1837,  Goodson  filed  a  demurrer, 
which  purported  to  be  a  demurrer  to  the  entire  record, 
and  shewed  for  cause  three  distinct  grounds,  viz.  want 
of  equity,  multifariousness,  and  want  of  parties. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  made  an  order,  allowing  the 
demurrer,  upon  the  second  ground,  and  directing  the 
Plaintiff  to  pay  to  the  Defendant  the  costs  of  the 
demurrer,  and  also  his  costs  of  the  suit;  and  he  refused 
the  Plaintiff  leave  to  amend. 

An  appeal  against  his  Honor's  order  now  came  on  to 
be  heard,  and  was  very  elaborately  argued  upon  the 
merits  of  the  different  grounds  of  defence  raised  by  the 

demurrer. 
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demurrer.     As  the  judgment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor)     y^f^fl^ 
however,  did  not  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  merits,       Eluce 
but  turned  entirely  upon  a  preliminary  question  of  plead-      ^   ^* 
ingy  the  report  is  confined  to  the  argument  upon  that 
question  only. 

Mr.  Jacob  and   Mr.  Heathfield,  in  support  of  the 
appeal. 

Independently  of  the  important  questions  raised  by 
the  demurrer  upon  the  merits,  there  is  a  &tal  objection 
to  the  demurrer  in  point  of  form.  It  is  not  competent 
to  a  Defendant  upon  a  bill  being  amended,  to  demur  to 
that  matter  in  the  amended  bill  to  which  he  has  pre- 
viously put  in  an  answer.  This,  however,  is  what  the 
Defendant  Goodson  has  done:  after  putting  in  a  full 
and  sufficient  answer  to  the  original  bill,  which,  as  to 
nineteen  twentieths  of  it,  is  word  for  word  the  same  as 
the  amended  bill,  he  has  thought  proper,  upon  the  filing 
of  the  amended  bill,  to  demur  to  the  whole  bill  so 
amended,  —  a  bill  of  which  he  had  already  answered 
nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty.  The  result  is,  that  there 
is  now  upon  the  file  a  demurrer  to  the  whole  bill,  and 
also  an  answer  to  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  that 
to  which  the  Defendant  has  demurred;  and,  of  course, 
the  answer,  according  to  a  settled  rule  of  pleading,  must  be 
.held  to  over-rule  the  demurrer;  Atkinson v,  Hanway,  (a) 
A  difficulty  has  sometimes  occurred,  where  the  amend- 
ments have  been  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  make  an  entirely 
diffisrent  case  against  the  Defendant ;  and  there  it  has 
been  thought  that,  in  some  way  or  other,  the  Defendant 
ought  to  be  let  in  to  set  up  a  new  defence ;  although 
doubts  have  been  expressed  with  respect  to  the  mode  in 

which 

(a)  1  CoXf  360. 
Xx  5 
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18S8.  which  that  should  be  done;  Bitehie  r.  jfyhnfu{a)    if 

"^^^^"^  such  a  case  were  allied,  the  Court  would  look  into 

V.  the  pleadings,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  nature  and 


GoojMoy. 


eflect  of  the  amendments ;  Grant  ▼•  OrarU  (ft) :  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  can  be  pretended  to  exist  here. 
The  objections  raised  by  this  Defendant  by  demurrefy 
if  good  for  any  thing,  were  equally  available  against  the 
original  bUl;  and  the  Defendant,  having  neglected  to 
take  them  in  that  stage,  cannot  be  permitted,  when  an 
amendment  is  subsequently  made,  to  demur  to  a  bill 
upon  grounds  which  were  open  to  him  upon  the  original 
bill,  but  which  he  has,  in  fact,  by  his  former  answer^ 
waived.  It  might  be  different,  perhaps,  if  the  demurrer 
were  confined  to  such  parts  only  of  the  amended  bill  as 
contained  new  matter,  and  had  not  been  previously 
answered ;  Law  v.  NeUhorpe.  {c) 

Mr.  Knight  Bruce^  Mr.  Wigram^  and  Mr.  Lqftus  Wi^ 
gram^  contra. 

The  proposition,  supposed  to  be  established  by  Aikit^ 
son  V.  Hanwayy  that  a  party,  by  having  answered  an 
original  bill,  has  thereby  lost  his  right  of  demurring  to 
the  whole  of  the  amended  bill,  cannot  be  correct.  The 
decision  in  Ritchie  v.  Ayhnn  shews  clearly  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Eldon,  there  is  no  such  general  rule. 
When,  indeed,  the  question  relates  to  one  and  the  same 
unaltered  record,  a  party  cannot  at  one  and  the  same 
time  answer  a  question  and  decline  to  answer  it ;  and 
Baker  v.  MeUish  (d)  and  other  cases  have  decided  that 
a  party,  after  he  has  demurred  once,  cannot  put  in 
another  demurrer,  at  least  upon  the  same  ground ;  for 

that 

(o)  15  Ve$.  79.  (c)  Cited  in  15  Vet.  p.  80* 

ik)  5  Buti*  1S9.  id)  11  Fm.  18« 
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that  would  be  a  second  dilatory,  which  is  not  allowed  in  1838. 
pleading.  That  rule,  however,  has  never  been  extended 
to  the  case  of  a  demurrer  to  an  amended  biU*  It  is  a 
iailacj  to  apply  principles  which  have  reference  to  an 
unaltered  record,  to  a  record  which  has  been  altered ; 
the  truth  being  that,  in  the  latter  case,  the  bill  is  for 
all  purposes  a  new  bill,  and  that  the  defence  may 
begin  over  again ;  Bancroft  v.  Wardour.  {a)  That  was 
the  view  taken  by  the  Vice-Cbancellor  in  Robertson  v» 
Lord  Londonderry  (&)  (a  case  which  was  afiBr med  by  Lord 
Brougham  on  appeal),  and  ui  Bosanquet  v.  Marsham.  (c) 
JjordBedesdal/a  language  upon  this  subject  in  his  work 
on  pleading  is  to  the  same  effect  (d)  It  is  settled  that 
where  the  Plaintiff,  after  answer,  amends  his  bill, 
the  Defendant  may  vary  his  defence,  in  any  way  he 
pleases,  by  his  further  answer ;  and  if  he  may  do  so  by 
answer,  why  not  by  plea  or  demurrer?  The  principle 
is  exactly  the  same.  An  executor  who  has  admitted 
assets  by  his  answer  to  an  original  bill  may, 'if  the  bill 
be  afterwards  amended,  withdraw  that  admission  and 
make  a  different  statement  as  to  the  assets.  So,  in 
a  foreclosure  suit,  a  defendant  who  has  disclaimed,  may, 
by  hb  answer  to  the  amended  bill,  get  rid  of  the  effect 
of  that  disclaimer.  The  contradiction,  if  any,  is  not  an 
estoppel,  but  is  only  matter  of  evidence  upon  the  plead- 
ings, the  whole  of  which  must  be  taken  together.  It 
is  not  the  practice  of  the  Court  to  take  upon  itself  the 
labour  of  going  through  the  record,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  what  or  how  much  is  original  matter,  and  what 
is  amendment.  This  is  the  reason  why,  in  the  case  of  a 
demurrer,  the  part  demurred  to  must  be  distinctly  spe- 
cified ;  otherwise  the  demurrer  is  bad  (e)  ;  Cketwynd  v« 

Lindortf 

(a)  S  Bro.  C.  C.  66.  (rf)  Page  582. 4th  ed. 

(6)  5  5tni.  986.  {e)  Redetd.  on  PL  21S.  4th  ed. 


(c)  4  Sim.  573. 
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1888.  Lindon  {a),  Wetherhead  ▼.  BlacBum.  (b)  The  whole 
forms  and  is  to  be  treated  as  one  entire  record.  Hem 
is  the  Court  to  ascertain  and  distinguish  what  consists 
of  original  matter  and  what  has  been  subsequently  in- 
troduced by  amendment,  especially  where  the  amend- 
ments have  been  so  numerous  as  to  require  a  new 
engrossment,  and  have  been  made  at  successive  times? 
These  difficulties  are  forcibly  put  by  hordEldon  himsd^ 
in  his  judgment  in  the  case  of  Bitdiie  v.  jfylmin.  In 
such  a  case,  the  Court  has  no  means  of  acquiring  cer- 
tain information  on  the  subject :  all,  therefore,  which  it 
does  or  has  a  right  to  do^  is  to  look  at  the  record  as  it 
stands. 

Mr.  Jacob,  in  reply. 


Fed.  98.  The  Lord  Chancellor. 

This  is  the  case  of  a  bill  containing  very  loag  and 
complicated  statements  of  matters  and  transactions  (whe- 
ther multifarious  or  not,  I  express  no  opinion)  to  which 
the  Defendant  put  in  an  answer.  The  Plaintiff  then 
amended  his  bill,  and  so  &r  as  I  have  been  able  to 
look,  I  do  not  find  (nor  indeed  was  it  so  argued)  that  the 
matter  alleged  to  be  multifarious  was  introduced  by  the 
amendments.  On  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  the  matter 
on  which  the  objection  of  multifariousness  is  grounded 
is  to  be  found  in  the  original  bill.  If  that  be  so,  I  do 
not  apprehend  that  there  is  any  difference  between  the 
opinion  entertained  by  the  Vice-Cbancellor  and  that 
which  I  am  about  to  express ;  for  his  Honor's  judgment 
appears  to  have  proceeded  entirely  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  multifarious  matter  had  been  introduced  by 
amendment;  and,  in  the  present  state  of  the  question, 

therefore, 
(«)  2  Fet.  sen.  iSO.  (6)  2  Fes.  *  j&.  121. 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY.  659 

therefore,  I  am  not  differing  from  his  Honor  upon  any        1838. 
question  of  law,  but  have  merely  come  to  a  different 
conclusion  as  to  a  matter  of  fact. 

The  Defendant's  counsel  put  the  case  upon  the 
ground  that  you  must  take  the  amended  bill  as  the 
record;  and  that  the  Court  is  not  at  liberty  to  look 
into  it  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  are  amend-* 
ments  and  what  constitutes  original  matter.  Well,  sup- 
posing that  to  be  true,  as  a  general  proposition,  what  have 
I  upon  this  record  ?  I  have  a  bill  (taking  the  amended 
bUl  as  constituting  the  record  of  the  bill)  which  states  a 
great  variety  of  matters,  as  to  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  which  there  is  an  answer ;  and  I  have  also  a  demurrer 
to  the  whole,  that  is,  to  all  that  which  has  been  already 
answered.  I  have  thus  a  demurrer  and  an  answer  appli- 
cable to  the  same  bill.  It  is  clear  that  if  this  demurrer 
had  been  now  put  in  to  the  original  bill,  it  could  not 
have  been  sustained.  And  if  I  am  to  look  at  the 
amended  bill  as  one  record,  and  to  look  also  at  the  an- 
swer as  part  of  the  same  record,  there  is  an  answer  to  a 
part  of.  that  which  the  Defendant,  by  demurrer,  says  he 
is  not  bound  to  answer;  so  that  the  answer  over-rules 
the  demurrer. 

In  considering  the  answer  to  an  amended  bill,  it  is 
dear  you  must  take  the  two  answers  together,  the  two 
constituting  the  entire  answer  to  the  bill  as  it  exists 
after  the  amendment.  The  Defendant  cannot  justify 
repeating,  by  his  answer  to  the  amended  bill,  what 
he  has  stated  in  answer  to  the  original  bill,  for  it 
would  clearly  be  impertinent  for  him  to  do  so.  He 
may  introduce  anything  qualifying  his  former  state- 
ments; but  he  cannot  substantially  repeat  what  he  has 
said  in  his  former  answer,  because  to  that  there  is  al- 
ready an  answer,  and  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  complete  the 
record.     He  can  no  more  demur  to  that  which  he  has 

before 
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1888.  before  answered,  than  he  can  answer  to  it  This  ap- 
pears to  be  so  perfectly  clear  in  pleading  and  in  prin* 
dpie^  that  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  has  not  expressed  any  opinion  the  other  way. 

What  would  be  the  course  if  the  circumstances  wen 
such  as  Lord  EUoHf  in  RUchie  t.  jfylwin  (a),  supposed 
might  arise,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  consider.  The 
case  supposed  by  his  Lordship  might  certainly  oocnr ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  Plaintiff  might,  after  answer,  so  amend 
bis  bill  as  to  make  an  entirely  new  case :  so  that  the 
original  bill  would  be,  as  Lord  Eldon  expresses  i^  in 
nubibus  ;  and,  of  course,  the  answer  to  it  would  follow 
the  same  fate.  Lord  Eldan  thought  he  could  not  let  in 
the  Plaintiff  to  make,  by  way  of  amendment,  what  was 
virtually  a  new  case,  without  also  leaving  it  open  to  the 
Defendant,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  avail  himself  of  the 
same  defence  as  he  might  have  resorted  to  had  that 
case  been  brought  forward  at  first.  One  sees  the  jus- 
tice of  that,  and  the  propriety  of  disposing  of  the  diffi- 
culty, not  in  the  way  which  was  proposed  in  Ritchie  y. 
jfylwinj  viz.,  by  motion  to  take  the  bill  off  the  file,  but 
as  Lord  Eldan  there  did,  by  refusing  that  motion,  and 
dealing  with  the  case  upon  the  argument  of  the  merits, 
and  having  regard  to  the  record  as  it  stood. 

If,  however,  the  case  upon  the  amended  bill  is  not  a 
different,  but  substantially  the  same  case,  no  such  diffi- 
culty can  arise.  Accordingly,  in  Atkinson  v.  HamDcof  {b)j 
although  the  Barons  differed  as  to  the  mode  of  dealing 
with  the  objection,  they  all  concurred  in  the  conclusion, 
that  if  the  same  matter  was  the  subject  both  of  an 
answer  and  a  demurrer,  the  answer  over-ruled  the  d^ 
murrer ;  and  that  just  as  much  where  one  was  to  the 
original  and  the  other  to  the  amended  bill,  as  where 

both 

(«)  15  Vei.  79*  {h)  1  Gm:,560. 
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both  were  to  the  amended  bill.  I  never  entertained  18S8. 
the  least  doubt  that  such  must  be  the  conclusion,  if  the 
facts  brought  die  case  up  to  it  At  the  same  time,  as  I 
proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  the  demurrer  is  over* 
ruled  by  the  answer,  and  I  have  not  the  answer  now 
before  me,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  examine  the 
pleadings,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  feet. 

Mr.  Kn^ht  Bruce  admitted  that  material  passages 
which  were  retained  in  the  bill  as  amended,  were  covered 
by  the  answer  to  the  original  bill;  but  he  observed,  that 
the  objectbn  of  a  defect  of  parties  was  solely  raised 
by  the  amendments. 

The  Lord  Chanceixor,  upon  this  statement,  ordered 
the  demurrer  to  be  over-ruled,  but  gave  the  Defendant 
liber^  to  file  a  new  demurrer,  unless  the  Plainti^ 
should,  within  three  weeks,  amend  his  bill  by  adding 
parties. 


BOYS  V.  MORGAN. 


Jvly7. 


rilHE  original  bill,  which  was  filed  in  September  1885,  The  following 
•^    stated,  in  substance,  that  in  the  year  1825,  J(An  Snd^f  a"wiuf 

Baus  formed  a  connection  with  Miza  Morsatu  who  •*!«««•  there 
11       ft  1  .1       .11.,.     ^"1  he  round 

shortly  afterwards  went  to  reside  with  him,  and  who  lufficientin 

continued  to  live  under  his  protection  from  that  time  P^  banker's 

until  his  death :  that  she  gradually  acquired  great  in-  defray  and 

hereby  desire  E.  M,  to  do^  and  keep  the  residue  for  her  own  use  and  pleasukv," 
was  held,  under  the  circumstances  and  upon  the  whole  context  of  the  will,  to 
amount  to  a  gift  of  the  general  residuary  personal  estate  to  E.  M. 

It  is  irregular  to  comprise  in  one  petition  of  appeal  an  appeal  against  orders 
made  in  distinct  suits. 
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1838.  fluence  over  him:  that  having  become  acquunted  witih 
the  nature  and  extent  of  his  property,  she  formed  a  plan 
for  securing  the  possession  of  it  to  herself;  and  that  in 
furtherance  of  that  plan,  having  by  various  fraudolent 
artifices  established  a  complete  ascendancy  over  his 
mindi  she  prevailed  upon  him,  in  the  months  of  October 
and  Naoemher  18S1,  to  transfer  two  several  sums  of 
6000/.  each,  in  the  S^  per  cents.,  and  afterwards,  in 
the  month  of  October  1834,  two  further  sums  of  6317/. 
45.  8i.  3  per  cent,  consols,  and  5200/.  3  per  cent,  re- 
duced bank  annuities,  from  his  own  name  into  hers  in 
the  books  of  the  Company  of  the  Bank  of  En^and. 
The  bill  charged  that  at  the  time  when  such  last- 
mentioned  transfers  were  made,  Boys  was  of  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  and  from  his  great  age,  childish 
imbecility,  and  unsoundness  of  mind,  was  wholly  in- 
capable of  managing  his  afiairs :  that  he  died  in  An- 
gust  1835  intestate;  and  that  letters  of  administration 
were  thereupon  granted  to  the  Plaintiff  as  one  of  bis  next 
of  kin.  The  bill  prayed  that  the  transfers  of  the  several 
sums  of  stock  might  be  declared  fraudulent  and  void, 
and  that  Eliza  Morgan  might  be  ordered  to  transfer 
them  to  the  Plaintiff,  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied 
in  a  due  course  of  administration. 

On  the  9th  of  May  1838,  the  Plaintiff  filed  what  was 
termed  a  supplemental  bill,  *  whereby  after  setting  forth 
the  substance  of  the  former  bill,  he  stated  that  Eliza 
Morgan  alleged  that  John  Bays  had  left  a  will  which 
was  in  the  following  words : — "  London^  No.  1 1,  Gawer 
Street  North,  28th  June  1885.  To  my  friends  and  rela- 
tions who  may  becurious  to  inquire,  be  it  known  thatafew 
years  back  of  my  own  free  will,  I  gave  to  EUza  Morgan 
commonly  called  Eliza  Castillo,  all  my  furniture,  table, 
and  bed  linen,  and  apparel,  plate^  watches^  and  trinkets 
of  any  kind  then  in  my  possession,  a  piano-forte,  all  my 

library. 
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library,  manuscripts^  papers,  &c*,  whatever  have  been        1888. 
added  and  may  hereafter  be  added  previous  to  my  de-     ^^^^"^^ 
cease,  without  any  exception  whatever,  to  her  sole  use  «. 

and  disposal,  under  promise  from  her  that  she  will  take  MoacAir, 
care  tliat  I  shall  never  be  in  want  of  any  articles  as  long 
as  I  live.  Having  attained  to  the  eighty-second  year 
of  my  existence,  and  finding  the  infirmities  of  age  in- 
creasing, I  choose  to  give  her  this  voucher  of  the  truth, 
that  none  may  question  or  trouble  her  to  make  declar- 
ation of  it.  She  knows  that  thirty  years  ago,  I  agreed 
with  Dr.  Hector  Campbell  that  he  should  have  my  car- 
case for  chemical  and  anatomical  experiments  to  be  by 
him  performed  upon  it,  if  he  could  prevail  on  her  to 
give  it  to  him ;  doubting  her  compliance,  I  will  trouble 
my  head  no  more  about  it  The  world  may  think  this 
to  be  from  a  spirit  of  singularity  or  whim  in  me.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  I  have  always  had  a  mortal  aversion  to 
funeral  pomp  and  expense;  and,  therefore,  trust  she  will 
avoid  it ;  and  had  rather  be  given  away  with  the  sum  a 
fiineral  would  cost,  for  the  purpose  of  dissection  and 
chemical  experiments.  I  guess  there  will  be  found  suf- 
ficient in  my  banker's  hands  to  defray  and  discharge  my 
debts,  which  I  hereby  desire  Mrs.  Eliza  Morgan  to  do^ 
and  keep  the  residue  for  her  own  use  and  pleasure.  John 
Boys:' 

The  supplemental  bill  then  stated  that,  in  November 
1885,  a  suit  was  instituted  by  Eliza  Morgan  in  the 
Prerogative  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the 
validity  of  the  before  mentioned  will :  that,  after  various 
proceedings  in  that  suit,  judgment  was  finally  pro- 
nounced in  March  1888,  declaring  the  instrument  to  be 
a  valid  will,  revoking  the  letters  of  administration  pre- 
viously granted  to  the  Plaintiff,  and  granting  probate  of 
the  will  to  Eliza  Morgan^  as  executrix  according  to  the 
tenor.     The  bill  then  charged  that  Eliza  Morgan  was 

a  stranger 
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18St.  a  stranger  in  blood  to  the  testator:  that  the  before- 
mentioned  sums  were  transferred  into  her  name  by  the 
testator  without  any  connderation  whatever,  and  that 
she  continued  to  hold  them  as  a  trustee  for  the  testator : 
that,  at  the  date  of  the  will,  the  testator  had  at  his 
banker's  more  than  suflBdent  to  pay  all  the  debts  which 
he  then  owed.  The  bill  prayed  a  declaration  that  the 
general  residue  of  the  testator^s  estate  did  not  pass  by 
the  win,  and  that  Eliza  Morgan  was  a  trustee  of  the 
aforesaid  several  sums  of  stock  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Plaintiff  and  the  rest  of  the  testator's  next  of  kin ;  and 
that  those  sums  might  be  transferred  into  Conrt  and 
secured,  until  distribution  should  be  made  among  the 
parties  beneficially  interested 

The  Defendants  to  both  these  bills  were  Elixa  Morgan 
and  the  several  persons  who,  together  with  the  PJainti£^ 
were  the  next  of  kin  of  the  testator. 

On  the  24th  of  May  18S8,  the  Defendant  Morgan 
put  in  a  plea  to  the  first  bill,  pleading  the  judgmoit  of 
the  Prerogative  Court,  and  the  grant  of  probate  of  the 
will  to  her ;  and  she,  on  the  same  day,  filed  a  demurrer 
to  the  second  bill,  for  want  of  equity.  The  plea  and 
demurrer  came  on  to  be  heard  together,  when  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  made  two  separate  orders,  allowing  them 
both,  without  costs. 

The  Plaintiff  presented  a  petition  of  appeal  against 
both  orders.  The  petition  was  presented  in  one  of 
the  causes  only;  and  as  the  parties  to  the  two  were 
precisely  the  same,  it  did  not  clearly  appear  in  which  it 
was  presented. 

The  SoUcHor^General  took  a  preliminaiy  objection  to 
the  petition,  on  the  ground  that  it  included,  as  the 

subject 
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subject  of  appeal,  two  several  orders  mad^  in  distinct       1888. 
suits* 

7%^  Lord  Chancellor  considered  the  objection 
yalid ;  but  on  the  Appellant's  counsel  electing  to  treat 
the  appeal  as  an  appeal  against  the  order  on  the  de- 
murrer only,  and  undertaking  to  amend  his  petition  by 
restricting  it  accordingly,  he  allowed  the  argument  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Richards,  for  the  appeal. 

The  SoUcitOT'Generalf  Mr.  Jacob,  and  Mr.  J.  Btsssett, 
for  the  Defendant  Morgan,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. 

The  argument  consisted  principally  of  critical  ob- 
servations on  the  language  and  provisions  of  the  will. 
The  following  cases  were  referred  to;  Crooke  v.  De 
Vandes  (a),  Legge  v.  AsgiU  (b),  Ommanney  v.  Butcher  (c), 
Hastings  v.  Hane.  {d) 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  question  turns  upon  the  meaning  which  the 
testator  attached  to  the  term  **  residue"  —  whether  he 
meant  the  residue  of  whatever  balance  there  might  be  in 
hb  banker's  hands,  or  whether  he  meant  the  residue  of 
the  proper^  which  he  had  to  dispose  of.  Now,  it  is  to  be 
assumed  as  a  fact,  upon  the  present  consideration,  that 
he  had  transferred  certiun  funded  property  into  the  name 
of  the  person  to  whom  probate  of  this  will  has  been 

granted, 

(a)  9  Ve$.  197.  V.  Kendatt^  4  Rum.  360. ;  Leigh- 
lb)  1  T.^Rmi.  965. a.  tan  v.  Bmtie,  5  Jkfytne  4*  JTrai, 
(c)  1  T:4>J{iij;f.960.  967.;  and  HoiMpn  v.  GMtkmn, 
id)  6 Sim.  67. ;  wadteeKeiuUdl  9 ICeen,  14. 
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granted,  and  to  whom  the  residue^  whatever  it  may  be, 
is  given.  On  the  face  of  his  will  he  desires  that  his 
friends  and  relations,  that  is,  those  persons  who  are 
interested  in  his  estate^  may  be  apprised  that  he  had 
given  furniture,  and  a  vai'iety  of  other  articles  which  he 
enumerates,  to  the  same  person.  It  is  quite  clear  he 
considered  that  he  had  divested  himself  of  the  whole  of 
his  property,  and  that  this  person  was  the  depositary 
of  that  property :  for  when  he  states  that  he  had  done 
so  under  a  promise  from  her  that  she  would  take  care 
he  should  never  be  in  want  of  any  thing  as  long  as  he 
lived,  it  is  impossible  not  to  suppose  that  he  conceived 
her  to  be  the  donee  of  the  property,  without  the  use  of 
which  he  would  not  be  able  to  continue  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  life,  and  that  he  had  done  so  in  consequence 
of  her  promise  that  he  should  not  want  for  anything 
as  long  as  he  lived. 

In  considering  what  he  meant  by  the  word  **  re- 
sidue," it  is  extremely  important  to  see  what,  on  the 
face  of  his  will,  he  shews  to  have  been  his  view  of 
the  interest  which  this  person  was  to  take  in  his 
property.  He  supposed  she  had  got  the  whole  or 
nearly  the  whole  of  it  He  had  actually  transferred  to 
her  his  funded  property ;  or  at  least  a  great  portion  of  it, 
for  it  is  not  alleged  to  have  been  the  whole.  He  states 
that  he  had  made  over  to  her  a  variety  of  other  ar- 
ticles ;  and  accompanies  that  statement  with  the  expres- 
sion I  have  already  referred  to. 

The  next  passage,  which  is  at  all  material,  is  that 
in  which,  after  disposing  of  his  body  for  the  purpose  of 
dissection,  the  testator  speaks  of  his  funeral.  He  says 
he  has  a  great  aversion  to  funeral  expense,  and  there- 
fore trusts  she  will  avoid  it.  How  is  she  to  avoid  it  ? 
What  had  she  to  do  with  it  ?    If  he  had  named  ber 

executrix, 
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executrix,  no  doubt,  as  incident  to  the  office,  what-  18S8. 
ever  might  be  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the  property, 
he  might  consider  her  as  having  the  dbposal  of  it, 
as  far  as  the  funeral  expenses  were  concerned;  but 
there  is  no  nomination  of  an  executrix  in  terms.  She 
obtains  the  appointment  of  executrix,  not  because  he 
has  in  terms  nominated  her,  but  because  she  is  con- 
sidered )}j  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  as  having  been  so 
treated,  with  reference  to  the  proper^  to  be  adminis- 
tered, as  to  come  within  the  rule  of  that  Court  by  which 
it  grants  probate  to  a  person  as  executor,  though  not 
named  as  such.  It  is  quite  clear  she  was  to  have  the 
control  of  what  would  be  the  amount  of  the  funeral 
expenses.  Thus  far,  no  property  had  been  given  to  her 
over  which  she  could  have  any  control  for  funeral  ex- 
penses. Of  course  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  after 
having  made  hef  a  present  of  the  stock  by  transferring  it 
to  her — after  having  also  given  her  all  his  other  articles  of 
property,  on  condition  that  she  should  not  let  him  want 
for  any  thing  as  long  as  he  lived, — he  could  have  meant 
that  his  funeral  expenses  should  be  defrayed  out  of 
those  funds.  It  is  quite  clear  he  considered  that  Eliza 
Morgan  would,  after  his  death,  be  in  possession  and 
have  the  discretion  over,  and  the  control  and  adminis- 
tration of,  the  funds  out  of  which  the  funeral  expenses 
were  to  be  defrayed. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  with  regard  to  the  funeral 
expenses,  that  the  testator,  not  merely  limits  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  spent,  but  seems  rather  to  have 
had  a  more  extensive  object  in  view.  His  words  are, 
*^  I  had  rather  be  given  away  with  the  sum  a  funeral 
would  cost;"  —  not  directing  it  to  be  done,  but  express- 
ing a  preference  that  the  money,  which  would  be  other- 
wise expended  on  a  funeral,  should  be  given  away,  and 
not  spent  in  that  manner. 

Vol.  III.  Y  y  Then 
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18S8.  Then  comes  the  last  aad  most  material  dauae:  — 

^"^y^^^     «  I  guess  there  will  be  found  sufficient  in  my  banker's 
o.  hands  to  defray  and  discharge  my  debts,  irfiich  I  hereby 

MohoAN.  j^j^  i^j^^  jg^^  Morgan  to  do»  and  keep  the  reridne 
for  her  own  use  and  pleasure.**  The  Appellant's  argu- 
ment is  that  the  operation  of  this  clause  must  be  con- 
fined to  such  balance  only  as  might  be  in  the  banker's 
hands.  But  what  is  it  that  he  has  desired  to  be  done^ 
for  there  can  be  no  ambiguity  about  that  ?  It  is  not 
contended  that  the  direction  to  pay  the  debts  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  sum  in  the  bankePtf  hands :  that  might 
or  might  not  be  enough— it  is  a  mere  gness;  and 
although  it  may  be  said  that  this  particular  directioD  is 
unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  the  law  would  itself  gite  effisct 
to  the  purpose,  still  it  is  material  as  throwing  light  on 
the  testator's  meaning.  Undoubtedly  he  expresses  a 
desire  that  his  debts  shall  be  paid  at  all  events;  —  be 
paid  by  whom?  By  the  individual  whom,  fiiom  the 
beginning  of  the  will  to  the  end,  he  has  considaied  to 
be  the  person  who  had  the  control  over  his  property, 
part  of  which  he  had  given  her  in  his  lif<^me,  and  who, 
as  he  conceived,  would  have  the  control  over  the  whole 
of  it  at  his  death.  Immediately  after  the  passage  as  to 
discharging  his  debts  comes  the  clause  desuring  that 
she  shall  keep  the  residue  for  her  own  use  and  pleasure. 
There  is  undoubtedly  no  expression  showing  thathe  ood- 
templated  a  surplus  beyond  what  would  be  required  to 
satisfy  the  debts :  it  is  quite  uncertain  —  a  mere  conjec- 
ture —  *^  I  guess  there  will  be  found  sufficient  in  my 
banker's  hands  to  defray  and  discharge  my  debts." 
But  I  cannot  confine  the  operation  of  the  last  clause  to 
the  balance  in  the  banker's  hands,  without  at  the  same 
time  confiqing  the  direction  as  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  to  the  same  balance ;  and  if  I  were  to  do  so,  I 
should  be  doing  violence  to  the  words,  and  suf^xisiDg 
what  it  is  quite  absurd  to  suppose^  viz.  that  he  intended 

to 
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to  direct  that  the  debts  should  be  paid  out  of  the  par-  1838. 
ticular  balance,  which  might  or  might  not  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose.  The  legatee  could  not  control  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  and  the  creditors  would  have  a 
right  to  payment  out  of  any  property  they  could  find, 
whether  in  the  banker's  hands  or  not*  The  question  is, 
did  the  testator  mean  that  the  debts  should  be  paid 
only  in  the  event  of  there  being  a  balance  in  the 
banker's  hands  sufficient  for  the  purpose?  No  such 
intention  is  imputed  to  him :  on  the  contrary,  the 
intention  imputed  is  that  the  person  to  whom  he  gives 
the  residue  of  his  property  is  to  pay  the  debts  out  of 
that  property;  that  is  to  say,  out  of  the  property 
claimed  under  his  residuary  gift:  and  what  is  found  in 
the  will  relative  to  the  balance  at  the  banker's  is  merely 
an  expression  of  his  conjecture  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  that  portion  of  the  residue. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  cases  that  have  been  re- 
ferred to  are  not  cases  which  exactly  govern  the  pre- 
sent :  the  expressions  are  not  precisely  the  same ;  but 
the  principles  on  which  Lord  Eldon  proceeded  in 
Crooke  V.  De  Vandes,  and  Legge  v.  ji^iO,  go  the  full 
length  which  is  required  in  the  present  case. 

I  therefore  dismiss  the  appeal,  but  without  costs. 
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18S7. 


iVi;  8  15.  DRYDEN  V.  FROST. 

1838.  ^^ 

Nov.  17.      rilHIS  was  the  appeal  of  two  of  the  DefendantSj  the 
If  the  same       -*-    personal  representatives  of  John  Frost  deceased, 

Eo^ibr  tlL     against  a  decree  of  his  Honor  the  Vice-Chancellor. 

vendor  and 

fsTSSf*''^        The  Solicitor-General  and   Mr.  J.  J.  JervU  for  the 

vendor  and       appeal. 

agent  for  the 

purchaser, 

whatever  Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Duckworth  in  support  of  the 

notice  he  may  ,i^„^^^ 

havewill  affect  "^cree. 

and  a  pur-     '       '^^  material  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  points  raised 

chaser  taking    by  the  appeal,  are  fully  stated  and  considered  in  the 

a  conveyance    .    ,      ' 

from  a  vendor,  judgment. 

who  has  not 

possession  of  _i..i^.^^_««.«.»m»» 

the  title-deeds, 

S'Stiiof      I^*- Lord  Chancellor. 

any  claim 

which  the  The  decree  in  this  case  gives  to  the  Plaintiff  the 

S^nVf'tfe ^     ordinary  relief  as  an  equitable  mortgagee  for  the  sum 

title-deeds        of  66/.  135.  4(f.,  as  to  which  there  is  no  dispute:  but 

""•f he*be'nefit  ^^  questions  raised  by  the  appeal  are,  whether  the  de- 

of  the  vendor's  cree  is  right  in  also  giving  to  the  Plaintiff  the  benefit  of 

chase^money     &  ^i^"  ^^^  another  sum  of  50/.,  and  in  directing  that  the 

unpaid  may  be  costs  at  law  which  the  Plaintiff  has  been  compelled  to 

assigned  by  . 

parol  to  a        pay  to  the  Defendants  should  be  repaid  by  them  per- 

£Jfc.*"^'      sonally  to  the  Plaintiff;  and  in  giving  to  the  Plaintiff 

An  equi-       payment  of  his  own  costs  at  law  out  of  the  estate. 
table  mort- 
gagee is  not  en- 
titled to  have        The  facts,  as  admitted  or  proved,  appear  to  be  that 

tate  Ws^ostt"  '^^^'^^  Kelsey^  the  original  owner  of  the  property,  created 

of  an  unsuc-     several  mortgages  by  demises  for  terms  of  years,  prior 

l^lfitnt^^  to  the  mortgage  claimed  by  the  Plaintiff;  and  on  the 

action  at  law  16th 

for  recovery 

of  the  mor^ged  premises. 
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16th   of  May  1821  demised  part  of  the  property  to        1838. 
Thomas  Sharpe  for  nineteen  years,  to  secure  66/.  135.  M, 
and  interest,  whidi  mortgage  term  has  become  vested 
in  the  Plaintiff  by  assignment  of  the  executrix  of  this 
TTtamas  Sharpe,  dated  the  20th  of  October  1831. 

On  the  12th  of  June  1829,  Kelsey,  the  owner  of  the 
inheritance,  conveyed  the  property,  subject  to  the  mort- 
gages, to  one  Atkinson,  upon  trust  to  sell ;  and  on  the 
2d  of  June  1830,  Atkinson^  Kelsey,  and  all  the  mort- 
gagees except  the  executrix  of  Sharpe,  who,  though 
named  as  a  party,  did  not  execute  the  deed,  joined  in 
conveying  the  inheritance  and  assigning  the  terms  to 
one  Edward  John  Marr,  The  consideration  money,  as 
started  in  the  deed,  was  sufficient  to  pay  what  was  stated 
to  be  due  to  the  several  incumbrancers,  including  the 
mortgage  to  Sharpe,  and  100/.  more;  which  sum,  there- 
fore, was  agreed  to  be  paid  to  Atkinson,  the  trustee 
for  sale. 

The  Plaintiff  acted  in  this  transaction  as  agent  and 
attorney  for  Atkinson,  the  trustee  for  sale,  and  for  the 
executrix  of  Sharpe,  she  not  having  at  that  time  as- 
signed the  mortgage  to  him ;  and  in  one^  or  other,  or 
both  those  characters,  he  had  in  his  possession  the  title- 
deeds  of  the  property  mortgaged  to  Sharpe,  It  also 
appears  that  Marr  was  clerk  to  Charles  Frost,  an  at- 
torney'; and  the  answer  admits  that  this  deed  was  pre- 
pared by  Marr,  and  perused  on  his  behalf  by  Charles 
Frost.  It  further  appears  that  Marr  subsequently  bor- 
rowed 1340/.of  (X'An  Frost,  and  by  lease  and  release,  of 
the  24th  and  25th  oi  August  1830,  conveyed  this  property 
to  him,  by  way  of  mortgage,  to  secure  that  sum.  The 
answer  of  the  Appellants  admits  that  Marr  prepared  this 
deed  also,  as  solicitor  or  agent  for  himself  and  the  said 
John  Frost,  and  that  Charles  Frost  looked  over  the  draft 
Y  y  3  of 
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18S8*  of  it  as  a  firieody  aftier  it  was  prepared.  Atkinson  was 
ezamioed  as  a  witness  in  the  cause ;  and  he  states  that 
the  Plaintiff  had  a  lien  for  costs  on  aocoant  of  the  sale 
of  the  property,  and  that  it  was  agreed  that  he  should 
receive  the  100/.  dae  from  Marr  as  part  of  the  pordiaae- 
money,  and  agreed  to  be  paid  to  him  {Aikimon)  on  ao- 
coant of  such  claim ;  that  502.  were  accordingly  paid  by 
Marr  to  the  Plaintifl^  and  a  promissory  note  given  for 
the  other  50/.,  which,  not  being  paid,  is  the  sum  of  SOL 
in  question. 

Upon  these  facts  the  questions  are,  first,  had  the 
Plaintiff  a  lien  for*  thb  50^  ?  and,  if  he  had,  secondly, 
are  the  Defendants,  as  representing  the  mortgagee  under 
JUarr,  affected  by  such  lien;  that  is,  had  the  mortgagee 
actual  or  constructive  notice  of  it  at  the  time  when  his 
mortgage-money  was  advanced  ? 

That  Atkinson  had  a  lien  for  SOLf  being  part  of  the 
purchase-money  unpaid,  cannot  be  disputed:  and  he 
states  himself  that  he  agreed  that  the  Plaintiff  should  re- 
ceive that  sum  from  the  purchaser  Marr,  and  that  Marr 
agreed  to  pay  it  to  him;  that  is,  he  (Jfarr)  gave  the  Hain- 
tiff  his  promissory  note  for  the  amount ;  and  this  trans- 
action took  place  whilst  the  title-deeds  were  in  the  Plain- 
tiff's possession,  which  he  would  be  clearly  entided  to 
hold  till  the  amount  of  Sharpens  mortgage  was  paid,  and 
which,  after  such  payment,  he  would  have  been  entitled 
to  retain  as  against  his  client  Atkinson  until  his  bill  was 
discharged ;  and  Atkinson^s  interest  in  these  title-deeds 
would  in  that  case  have  been  to  retain  them  till  Marr 
had  paid  the  whole  of  his  purchase-money,  that  is,  the 
remaining  50/. 

Under  these  circumstances,  could  Afarr,  without  pay- 
ing the  50/.  to  the  Plamtiff,  have  demanded  these  deeds 

from 
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from  him  ?  I  think  clearly  not,  and  that  the  Plaintiff  1888. 
had  an  equitable  lien  upon  them  for  the  60l ;  and,  if  so, 
I  think  it  clear  that  the  mortgagee  was  affected  with 
notice  of  this  lien.  It  is  admitted  that  Marr  acted  as 
the  attorney  ofjokn  Frosty  the  mortgagee;  and  Marr  of 
course  knew  that  SOL  of  the  purchase-money  remained 
unpaid,  and  that  the  Plaintiff  was  to  receive  that  sum. 
Now  Marr  was  vendor  and  attorney  or  agent  for  the 
purchaser,  John  Frosty  as  in  Sheldon  v.  Cor  (a),  or  con- 
cerned both  for  vendor  and  purchaser,  as  in  Z>  Neve  v. 
Le  Neve,  {b)  Independently,  however,  of  the  knowledge 
of  Marr,  John  Frost  the  mortgagee  was  in  this  case 
taking  the  title  from  a  purchaser  {Marr)  who  was  not 
in  possession  of  the  tide-deeds.  They  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Plaintiff,  a  circumstance  which,  according 
to  the  authority  of  Hiern  y.  Mill  (c),  was  of  itself  su£5- 

cient  notice  of  the  title  pf  the  party  in  possession  of 
them. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  upon  both  these  grounds,  J(Jin 
Frosty  and  the  Defendants,  who  represent  his  interest, 
cannot  support  the  defence  of  his  having  been  a  pur- 
chaser vnthdut  notice. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  Appellants,  that 
to  give  to  the  Plaintiff  the  benefit  of  the  vendor's  lien  for 
purchase-money  unpaid  would  be  contrary  to  the  Statute 
of  Frauds ;  as  he  could  only  claim  it  by  parol  assignment 
from  Atldnsony  the  vendor.  It  is  to  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  lien  for  the  benefit  of  the  vendor  himself, 
as  well  as  the  lien  by  the  possession  of  title*deeds,  are  not 
reconcilable  with  the  prmciple  of  that  statute,  but  that . 
nevertheless  equi^  gives  effect  to  them ;  and  that  the 
Plaintiff's  title  rests  upon  the  latter  as  well  as  upon  the 

former  j 

(a)  Jm6.  624.  {h)  3  Aik.  946.  (p)  IzVa  lis 
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1838.  former ;  for  here  we  have  the  vendor  and  the  porduaer, 
to  one  or  other  of  whom  the  title-deeds  must,  after  satb* 
iying  the  mortgages,  belong,  concurring  in  an  arrange- 
ment for  th'e  payment  to  the  Plaintiff,  being  in  pas- 
session  of  the  title*deeds,  of  what  remained  unpaid  of 
the  purchase-money. 

I  am,  for  these  reasons,  of  opinion  that  the  decree  of 
the  Vice-Chancellor  is  right,  so  far  as  it  gives  to  the 
Plaintiff  the  benefit  of  the  lien  to  secure  the  50/. 

The  appeal,  however,  embraces  another  pomt;  namely, 
that  direction  in  the  decree  by  which  the  Defaidants 
are  directed  personally  to  repay  to  the  Plaintiff  the  costs 
which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  to  them  in  the  ac- 
tion of  trover  to  be  presently  adverted  to,  and  which 
gives  to  the  Plaintiff  payment  out  of  the  estate  of  his 
own  costs  at  law. 

The  facts  of  this  part  of  the  case  must  be  taken  wholly 
from  the  bill,  so  far  as  they  are  admitted  by  the  answer, 
there  being  no  evidence  applicable  to  it;  and  from  them 
it  appears  that  one  William  Mortimer — who,  from  the 
statement  in  the  bill,  ^'  that  the  Plaintiff  at  the  time^  and 
for  some  time  afterwards,  believed  him  to  be  a  tenant  of 
part  of  the  premises,"  must  be  assumed  to  be  a  stranger — 
called  at  the  Plaintiff's  office,  and  left  a  key  of  the  pre- 
mises ;  whereupon  John  Frost,  in  whom  the  legal  estate 
was  vested,  brought  an  action  of  trover  for  the  key,  against 
the  Plaintiff  and  Mortimer,  which'the  Plaintiff  took  tipon 
himself  to  defend;  and  a  verdict,  subject  to  a  case,  was 
found  for  John  Frost,  Afterwards,  Frost  having  died,  his 
executors  had  the  case  argued,  and  judgment  was  en- 
tered up  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  action ;  and  the  de- 
fendant, the  Plaintiff  in  this  suit,  thereupon  paid  the 
costs  and  delivered  up  the  key.    The  bill  appears  to 

have 
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have  been  filed  after  the  argument  of  the  case  and  judg-  .  1836. 
ment  of  the  Court  of  law,  but  before  execution  there- 
upon; as  it  states  the  judgment  and  prays  an  injunction 
against  the  execution.  But,  from  the  statement  in  the 
answer,  that  injunction,  if  ever  applied  for,  must  have 
been  refused,  as  the  costs  were  paid,  and  the  key  de- 
livered up. 

The  Vice-Chancellor's  decree  directs  the  Defendants 
personally  to  repay  to  the  Plaintiff  the  costs  at  law 
which  under  the  judgment  he  had  paid  to  them,  and 
that  the  Plaintiff  should  have  his  own  costs  at  law  raised 
and  paid  out  of  the  mortgaged  premises. 

This  Court,  in  settling  the  account  between  a  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee,  will  give  to  the  latter  all  that  his 
contract,  or  the  legal  or  equitable  consequences  of  it, 
entitle  him  to  receive,  and  all  the  costs  properly  incurred 
in  ascertaining  or  defending  such  rights,  whether  at  law  or 
in  equity.  But  even  as  to  the  costs  in  equity  this  Court 
exercises  a  discretion,  and  refuses  to  him  his  costs  if  his 
conduct  has  been  improper ;  and,  in  some  cases,  orders 
him  to  pay  them.  In  DetiUin  y.  Gale  (a)  Lord  Eldon 
says  he  ought  to  be  indemnified  to  the  extent  that  he 
acts  reasonably  as  mortgagee;  which  must  mean  reason- 
ably with  respect  to  such  rights  as  his  mortgage  title  gives 
Itim ;  England  v.  Codringlon  (i),  Morony  y.  ODea  (c), 
-: Y.  Trecothick.  {d) 

In  this  case  the  Plaintiff's  title  was  in  equity  only ; 
but,  without  applying  to  a  Court  of  Equity,  he  assumes 
to  himself  the  right  of  taking  possession,  and  adversely 
retains  the  key,  the  symbol  of  possession,  to  the  ex- 
tent 

(a)  7  Vet,  589. ;  see  p.  585.  (c)  X  Ba.  4r  S.  109.^  see  p.  121. 

(4)  I  Ed.  169.  [d)  2V.iB.  181. 
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1858. .      tent  of  defending  the  action  of  trover.    In  all  this  he 
was  wrong,  as  the  judgment  at  law  proves.    The  costs 
he  has  incurred,  and  been  compelled  to  pay  in  that  use- 
less and  ill-advised  contest,  were  not  in  furtherance  of 
an  J  rights  to  which  he  was  entitled  as  mortgagee,  but 
in  asserting  a  supposed  right  which  did  not  belong  to 
him.    Did  he  in  so  doing  act  rea$onahbf  as  an  equitable 
mortgagee  ?    Were  those  costs  necessarily  or  properiy 
incurred  in  asserting  or  defisndmg  the  right  which  his 
mortgage  gave  him  ?    Certainly  not.    Those  costs  arose 
from  a  mistake  as  to  his  rights,  from  an  attempt  to  ob* 
tain  that  to  which  he  was  not  entitled,  «id  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  brought  within  any  rule  or  principle  under  which 
a  mortgagee  is  entitled  to  costs. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  costs  of  this  un- 
profitable contest  about  the  key  must  be  borne  n  the 
judgment  prescribes;  and  that  there, is  no  equity  fisr 
relieving  the  Plaintiff  from  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
Defendants,  or  of  the  estate. 

I  regret  that  there  exists  this  ground  for  the  appeal, 
as  I  should  have  been  much  better  satisfied  if  I  had 
found  myself  justified  in  dismissmg  it  with  costs,  and 
thereby  indemnifying  the  mortgagee;  but,  as  the  case 
stands,  the  decree  must  be  varied  by  striking  out  so 
much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  costs  of  the  action  of  trover ; 
and  there  can  be  no  costs  of  the  appeal. 
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1837. 


TAYLOR  V.  BAILEY. 


1837. 
Nov,  S5. 

1838. 
Nov.  15. 

THE  oriirinal  bUl  was  filed  in  June  18S4,  and,  in  the 
°     _         ,        ,    ^         ,  ^  When  a  De- 

foUowing  December^  before  the  answers  were  put  fendantputi 

in,  was  amended.    In  January  US5  James  Hurtle  Fisher^  in  an  answer 
'  *^  ^       to  part  or  a 

(me  of  the  Defendants,  put  in  an  answer  to  part,  and  a  bill  and  a  de- 
demurrer  to  the  rest  of  the  amended  bill.    The  de-  ^^^f^f  ^^^ 
murrer  assigned,  on  the  record,  want  of  equity,  as  cause,  demurrer  is 
which  was  held  insufficient  by  the  then  Master  of  the  and'ihe  Plain- 
Rolls  ;  but  the  Defendant  having  then,  ore  tenus,  assigned  tiff  then 

'  °  i_      J  amends  his 

want  of  parties,  as  a  cause  of  demurrer,  the  demurrer  bill,  either  by 

was,  on  that  ground,  considered  valid,  and  an  order  *J  ^^^531?^ 
was  made  allowing  it,  and  at  the  same  time  giving  the  PlainUff's 
the    Plaintiff  leave  to  amend  by  adding  parties,  (a)  JJfJheOTsww 

The  for  insuffi- 
ciency will  not 
be  waived  by  such  amendment. 


(a)  The  terms  of  this  order 
were  as  follows;  — 

16th  of  ifprtJ  1835. 

**  The  matter  of  the  demurrer 
put  in  by  the  Defendant,  Jamct 
Hurtle  Fisher,  to  the  Plaintiff's 
bill  coming  on  &c.,  his  Honor 
did  order  that  the  said  de- 
murrer should  stand  for  judg- 
ment; and  the  said  demurrer 
standing  on  the  20th  of  March 
1855,  for  judgment,  &c.,  his 
Honor  held  the  said  demurrer 
insufficient)  and  did  therefore 
order  that  the  same  should  be 
over-ruled,  but  without  costs. 
And  whereas  the  said  Defendants 
did  on  the  same  day,  by  their 
counsel  at  the  bar,  demur  to  the 


Plaintiff's  bill  for  want  of  parties 
thereto,  and  the  said  demurrer 
being  argued,  &c.,  his  Honor  did 
order  that  the  said  last  mentioned 
demurrer  should  stand  for  judg- 
ment; and  the  said  demurrer 
standing  this  present  day,&c.,  his 
Honor  held  the  said  last-men- 
tioned demurrer  to  be  good  and 
sufficient,  and  doth  therefore 
order  that  the  same  do  stand  and 
be  allowed ;  but  his  Honor  doth 
not  think  fit  to  give  any  costs  of 
this  demurrer.  And  it  is  further 
ordered  that  the  Plaintiff  be  at 
liberty  to  amend  his  bill  as  he 
may  be  advised;  but  such  amend- 
ment is  to  be  made  within  three 
weeks  from  this^time."  —  R^. 
Lib.B.  1834«  f.54i: 
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1887.  The  cause  of  demurrer  assigned  ore  tenu&y  namdy,  want 
of  parties,  was  founded  on  the  absence  of  the  Plauiti£rs 
father,  George  Watson  Taylor^  bj  whom,  it  was  alleged, 
the  Defendant  Tisher  mi^^t  be  otherwise  called  upon,  m 
a  new  suit,  to  account  over  again  in  respect  of  the  matters 
in  question  in  the  cause.  The  Plaintiff  accordingly,  on 
the  6th  oiMay  18S5,  ammded  his  bill  by  adding  George 
Watson  Taj^  as  a  defendant,  which  was  the  only  amend- 
ment then  made ;  and  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month  he 
delivered  a  number  of  exceptions  to  the  answer  put  in 
in  January  1835  to  the  amended  bill ;  those  ezceptioos 
being  applicable  as  well  to  that  part  of  the  amended 
bill  which  had  been  covered  by  the  demurrer  as  to  the 
rest  of  it 

A  motion  having  been  made,  before  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  that  the  exceptions  might  be  taken  off  the 
file  for  irr^;ularity,  that  motion  was  reiiised  with  costs. 
The  Master,  afterwards,  under  the  usual  reference,  made 
a  report,  allowing  certain  of  the  exceptions,  all  of 
them  applying  exclusively  to  those  parts  of  the  bill  to 
which  the  demurrer  had  been  put  in;  and  the  Vice- 
ChanceUor,  upon  exceptions  to  this  report,  made  an 
order  over-ruling  the  decision  of  the  Master. 

The  Plaintiff  now  appealed  against  his  Honor's 
order, 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr,  RichardSf  in  support  of  die 


The  effect  of  the  order  made  at  the  Rolls  was  that 
the  Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  have  a  full  answer  to  his 
bill,  but  not  until  he  had  brought  George  Watson  Taylor^ 
as  a  party,  before  the  Court*     The  order  of  the  Vice- 
chancellor 
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Chancellor  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  the  Master  18S7* 
was  wrong  in  holding  that  the  Defendant  was  bound  to 
answer  the  exceptions  in  question,  inasmuch  as  they 
related  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  had  been  covered 
by  the  demurrer;  and  his  Honor  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Plainti£F,  by  amending  his  bill  before  taking  exceptions, 
had  precluded  himself  from  calling  for  an  answer  to 
those  parts  of  the  bill  covered  by  the  demurrer.  In 
troth,  however,  the  demurrer  which  applied  to  part 
only  of  the  bill  was  over-ruled,  and  the  demurrer  which 
was  allowed,  being  for  want  of  parties,  went  to  the 
whole  bill,  and  the  Plaintiff  has  since  cured  the  cb- 
jection  grounded  upon  that  deflect.  The  over'-ruling  of 
the  demurrer  on  the  record,  which  was  specifically  con-* 
fined  to  a  portion  of  the  bill,  was  tantamount  to  a  de- 
claration of  the  Court  that  that  portion  of  the  bill  was 
not  answered  at  all ;  and  as  to  so  much  of  the  bill, 
dierefore,  no  amendment,  it  would  seem,,  could  be 
reasonably  construed  as  a  waiver  of  the  right  to  ex- 
cept for  the  insufficiency  of  tlie  answer.  At  all  events, 
it  is  settled  that  an  amendment,  by  adding  parties 
merely,  shall  not  operate  as  such  a  waiver ;  Taylor  v. 
Wrench  (a).  Miller  v.  Wheatley.  (b) 

Mr.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  Bethellj  contra. 

The  exact  point  now  raised  is  new ;  but  principle  and 
analogy  are  in  favour  of  the  Vice-Chancellor's  decision. 
It  has  long  been  a  setded  rule  that  a  Plaintiff,  by 
amending  after  answer,  waives  his  right  to  except.  In 
order  to  save  the  right  there  must  be  a  special  order ; 
Jacob  V.  HaU  (c),  De  la  Torre  v.  BemaUs.  {d)  When 
the  demurrer  for  want  of  parties  was  allowed,  and  leave 
to  amend  given,  the  Plaintiff  ought  not  to  have  acted 

upon 

(d)  9  Fes,  315.  W  12  Vet.  458. 

(6)  1  Sim,  896.  (<f)  4  Mad.  396. 
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upon  the  order  until  be  had  obtamed  a  full  answer  to  the 
bill  already  on  the  file.  He  ahoakl  have  taken  excep- 
tions to  the  answer  already  filed,  and,  after  these  ware 
disposed  of,  have  proceeded  to  amend  his  bill.  The 
distinction  here  is  that  the  Defendant  has  submitted  to 
answer  a  part  only  of  the  bill ;  and  within  the  scope  of 
that  part  the  Plaintifi*  has  liberty  to  leqaire  a  full 
answer  (and  that  the  Defendant  has  given  a  full  answer 
to  so  much  of  it  appears  from  the  fact  diat  all  the  ex- 
ceptions to  the  answer  have  been  disallowed) :  but  as  Id 
the  other  part,  that,  namely,  in  which  he  has  resorted  to 
a  different  species  of  defence,  by  demurrer,  he  has  not 
submitted  to  make  any  answer;  and  it  is  contrary  to 
principle  to  permit  the  Plaintifi^  to  take  exceptions  as  to 
that  part.  The  allowing  of  the  demurrer,  indeed,  ex- 
pressly absolved  the  Defoidant  from  the  obligation  to 
answer  so  mudi  of  the  bill  as  the  demurrer  purported 
to  cover;  SeUon  v.  LeToen.  (a) 


1858. 
Nov.  15. 


The  Lord  Chancellor. 

Thb  was  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  Yice-Chan- 

cellor  allowing  exceptions  to  a  report  which  had  allowed 

,  exceptions 


(a)  5  P.  Wnu,  839.  It  is  pre- 
sumed, from  his  Lordship's 
silence  on  this  point  in  the  prin- 
cipal case,  that  his  Lordship 
considered  that  the  allowance 
of  a  demurrer  ore  tenut  for  want 
of  parties,  put  in  when  part  of 
the  bill  has  been  already  an- 
swered, is  not  to  be  treated  as 
a  judgment  of  the  Court  that 
the  Defendant  was  not  bound  to 
answer  that  part  of  the  bill  (as  it 
stood)  which  was  not  already 


answered.  Whether  it  might  not 
have  been  urged,  upon  the  ar- 
gument of  the  demurrer  ore 
ienta^  that  that  demurrer  must 
be  taken  to  be  a  demurrer  to 
the  whole  bill,  and  therefore 
that  it  was  over-ruled  by  the 
answer,  quaere.  Upon  the  que^ 
tion  whether  a  demurrer  for 
want  of  parties  can  be  put  in  to 
part  of  a  bill,  see  Red.  Pi,  p. 
180  n.  4th  ed.  and  cases  there 
deed. 
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exceptions  to  an  answer,  and  the  point  rused  does  not        18S8. 

appear  to  have  been  specifically  decided  in  any  reported 

case. 

The  original  bill  having  been  filed,  and  an  answer 
put  in,  the  bill  was  amended  in  December  1894.  In 
January  1835,  the  Defendant,  James  H.  Fisher,  put  in 
an  answer  to  part  of  the  amended  bill,  and  a  demurrer 
to  the  rest  of  it.  In  April  1885  the  demurrer  was 
over- ruled,  and  the  Plaintifi^  obtained  an  order  to  amend 
his  bill,  under  which  he  amended  it,  by  adding  parties 
only,  on  the  6th  of  May  1835 ;  and,  on  the  16th  of  the 
same  month,  he  filed  exceptions  to  the  answer  so  put 
in  with  the  demurrer,  which  applied  to  that  part  of  the 
amended  bill  to  which  the  demurrer  had  been  put  in, 
as  well  as  to  the  other  part.  In  June  the  Master  allowed 
aome  of  the  exceptions,  all  of  which  applied  to  that  part 
of  the  bill  to  which  the  demurrer  had  been  put  in. 

TheVice-Chancellor,  havingallowed  exceptions  to  the 
Master's  report,  has  in  e£Pect  decided  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Plainti£F  is  not  entided  to  an  answer  to 
such  part  of  the  bill  to  which  the  demurrer  appUed ; 
and  the  ground  of  that  opinion  is,  that  the  Plaintifl^ 
after  the  answer  and  demurrer  had  been  put  in,  that 
is,  on  the  6th  of  May^  amended  hb  bill  by  adding 
parties. 

Although  there  is  no  case  directly  in  point,  there  are 
certain  well  known  rules  of  practice  which  appear  to 
me  to  lead  to  the  proper  decision  of  this  point 

If  a  Plaintiff,  before  answer,  amend  his  bill,  the  De- 
fendant must  answer  the  whole  bill  as  amended.  If  a 
Defendant  demur  to  the  whole  bill,  and  the  demurrer 
be  over-ruled,  and  the  Plaintiff  then  amend  die  bill, 

or 
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1888.       or  iS,  before  argument  of  the  demurrer,  the  Pluatiff 
amend  hb  bill,  and  the  demurrer  is  so  disposed  of,  the 
Defendant  must  answer  the  whole  bill.    The  reason  is 
obvious :  in  all  these  cases,  there  having  been  no  prior 
answer,  there  can  be  no  admission,  on  the  part  of  the 
Plaintiff,  of  the  suflBciency  of  any  former  answer,  and 
no  question  as  to  what  part  of  the  bill  the  Defendant 
ought  to  answer.     But  if,  after  an  answer  put  in,  the 
Plaintiff  amend    his  bill,   otherwise  than   by  adding 
parties,  he  cannot  afterwards  except  to   the  answer. 
He  is  considered  as  having,  by  the  amendment,  ad- 
mitted the  sufficiency  of  the  answer ;  and  it  is  his  own 
fault  that  he  did  not  take  exceptions  to  it  before  he 
amended  his  bill.      Upon  the  same  principle,  if  he^ 
takes  exceptions  to  the  answer,  and  they  are  submitted 
to  or  allowed,  and  he  then  amend  his  bill,  he  cannot 
take  any  new  exception  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
has  not  been  amended,  unless  the  amendments  alter  the 
meaning  and  construction  of  such  part,  and  so  in  efiect 
make  it  part  of  the  amendment;   Partridge  v.  Hay^ 
crtxfi.  (a)     In  the  first  case,  by  amending  without  ex- 
cepting, he  admits  the  sufficiency  of  the  answer  alto- 
gether ;  in  the  latter,  by  excepting,  and  then  amending, 
he  admits  the  sufficiency  of  the  answer,  except  so  far 
as  he  has  complained  of  it  by  his  exceptions;  but  how 
can  he  be  supposed  to  admitthesufficiency  of  an  answer, 
which  the  Defendant  has,  by  demurring,  refiised  to  put 
in  ?  and  why  is  not  a  demurrer  to  part  of  the  bill  upon 
this  point  to  be  dealt  with  upon  the  same  principle  as  a 
demurrer  to  the  whole  bill?    It  is  the  duty  of  the  De- 
fendant to  keep  separate  the  parts  of  the  bill  to  which 
he  answers  from  that  part  to  which  he  demurs. 

In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  any  authority,  I  cannot 
think  that,  upon  principle,  after  a  demurrer  over-ruled, 

a  plaintiff 
(fl)  11  Fei.sio. 
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« 

a  plaintiff  ought  to  be  precluded  from  calling  fer  an        18S8. 
answer  to  those  parts  of  the  bill  covered  bj  the  de- 
murrer^  by  his  having  amended  the  bill  before  taking 
exceptions. 

There  isj  however,  another  ground  in  the  case  which 
seems  to  exclude  this  general  question;  namely,  that  the 
amendment  was  only  by  adding  a  party,  which,  according 
to  the  cases  of  Taylor  v.  Wrench  {a)  and  Miller  v. 
WJteatley  {b\  would  not,  in  any  case,  preclude  the 
Plaintiff  from  taking  exceptions  to  the  answer.  There 
is  no  question  but  that  the  parts  excepted  to  are  not 
answered ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Defendant  is 
Compellable  to  answer  them,  and,  consequently,  that 
the  exceptions  to  the  Master's  report  ought  to  have 
been  over-ruled. 

(a)  9  Vet.  315.  {h)  1  5tiii.  S96. 


BUD6EN  V.  SAGE,  (a)  March  lo.  is. 

RAWDON  V.  SAGE. 

jrSAAC  SAGE  by  his  bond,  dated  the  15th  of  June  A  ^^enduary 

-^  1812,  bound  himself  in  the  penal  sum  of  1200/.  bnl  against 

conditioned  for  the  payment  to  Richard  Jennings  of  the  personal 

6S22.  tivesofates* 
tator,foran 
(a)  The  reporters  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Calvert  for  the  note  of  account  and 
this  case.  payment. 

Before  decree 
in  that  cause,  a  creditor  of  the  testator,  upon  a  bond,  in  respect  of  which  no  in- 
terest had  been  paid,  or  acknowledgment  of  debt  made  for  upwards  of  twenty  years, 
filed  a  creditor's  bill  a^nst  the  same  representatives ;  and  the  Defendants,  by  their 
answer  to  the  second  bill,  admitted  the  existence  of  the  bond  debt.  Afterwards,  the 
Plaindff  in  the  first  cause  obtained  the  common  decree  in  a  residuary  legatee's  suit, 
and  the  DefendanU  thereupon  moved  for  and  obtuned  an  order  that  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  second  cause  might  be  stayed.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  on  appeal, 
discharged  that  order,  and  in  the  second  cause  made  the  common  decree  in  a 
creditor's  suit,  and  directed  the  report  to  be  made  in  both  causes. 

Vol.  III.  Z  z 
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18S8.       6S2/.  15^.,  with  interest  Isaac  Sage  died  in  1815»  haraig 
left  bis  residuary  personal  estate  to  bis  daagbter. 

Budgen,  the  Plainti£P  in  the  first  mentioned  8uit»  mar« 
ried  the  daughter,  and  in  18S5  filed  his  bill  against 
the  personal  representatives  of  Isaac  Sage,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  an  account  and  payment  of  the  resi- 
duary personal  estate  of  Isaac  Sage;  and,  on  the  26th  of 
My  1887,  the  common  decree  in  a  residuary  l^atee's 
suit  was  made  in  the  cause  of  Budgen  v.  Sage. 

On  the  Sd  of  May  1887,  Sawdoft,  the  Plaint^  in 
second  mentioned  suit,  and  who  was  then  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  Isaac  Sag^s  bond,  filed  a  creditor's  bill 
against  the  personal  representatives  of  Isaac  Sage.  At 
the  time  of  filing  the  bill  the  principal  debt  and  interest 
exceeded  the  penalty,  no  interest  having  been  paid  in 
respect  of  the  bond  since  the  death  of  Isaac  Sage  (the 
obligor)  in  1 8 1 5.  No  acknowledgment  of  the  bond  debt 
had  been  made  since  the  death  of  the  obligor.  The  De- 
fendants>  in  Bawdon  v.  SagCj  by  their  answer,  admitted 
the  existence  of  the  bond  debt  On  the  8th  of  August 
1837,  the  cause  o{  Bawdon  v.  Sage  was  set  down  forbear- 
ing. On  the  same  day,  the  Plaintiff's  solicitor  in  Budgen 
V.  Sage  gave  the  Plaintiff's  solicitor  in  Bawdon  v.  Sage  a 
formal  notice  of  the  common  decree  in  a  residuary  legatee's 
suit  having  been  obtained  inBudgefiY.  Sage,Bnd  submitted 
that  Bawdon  would  have  an  opportunity  of  establishing 
his  claim  under  that  decree,  and  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  Bawdon  v.  Sage  would  be  irregular.  On  the 
nth  of  November  1887,  the  Raintiff's  solicitor  in  Baw- 
don V.  Sage  sent  the  following  notice  to  the  Plaintiff's 
solicitor  in  Budgen  v.  Sage^  and  to  the  Defendants'  soli- 
citor in  both  suits ;—-"  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  intend 
to  proceed  with  the  cause  of  Bawdon  v.  SagCf  unless  you 
take  steps,  before  the  18th  of  November  instant,  to  obtain 

an 
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an  order  staying  proceedings  and  providing  for  the  costs       1^38. 
of  the  Plaintiff  in  Bawdan  v.  Sage,  and  pkcing  him  in 
the  same  situation  with  respect  to  the  proof  of  his  debt 
as  he  would  be  in  if  Eceadan  t.  Sage  were  prosecuted/' 

On  the  2d  of  December  1837  a  motion  was  made  in 
both  suitsi  before  the  Master  of  the  RoUs,  by  the  De* 
fendants  (being  the  same  persons  in  both  suits,  f .  e.  the 
personal  representatives),  to  restrain  the  Plaintiff  in 
Rawdon  v.  Sage  from  all  further  proceedings  in  that 
suit  The  motion  was  opposed,  on  the  ground  that 
Sawdon  v«  Sage  was  ready  for  hearing,  and  that  the 
Plaintiff  in  that  suit  could  not  have  the  same  benefit 
under  the  decree  in  Budgen  v.  Sage  as  he  would  have  in 
his  own  suit.  Mr.  Booth  appeared  for  the  Defendants 
in  both  suits;  Mr.  Bacon^  for  the  Plaintiff  in  Budgen  v. 
Sage;  and  Mr.  Havens,  for  the  Plaintiff  in  Bawdon  v. 
Sage.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  ordered  the  motion  to 
stand  over  till  the  hearing  of  the  cause  of  Bawdon  v. 
Sage. 

On  the  S3d  of  December  1837,  Baiwdon  v.  Sage  came 
on  for  hearing  at  the  Rolls ;  and  Mr.  Booth  again 
moved  in  both  suits  to  stay  all  proceedings  in  Bawdoti 
V.  Sage.  Mr.  Havens  read  the  admissions  in  the  answer 
of  the  Defendants  in  Bawdon  v.  Sage  with  respect  to  the 
bond  debt,  and  contended  that  the  Plaintiff  in  that  suit 
was  entitled  to  the  usual  decree  in  a  creditor's  suit 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  made  an  order  directing 
that  proceedings  in  Bonodon  v.  Sage  should  be  stayed ; 
that  the  Plaintiff  in  that  suit  should  be- at  liberty  to  go  in, 
under  the  decree  in  Budgen  v.  Sage,  and  prove  his  debt, 
and  also  his  costs  up  to  and  including  the  motion  to  stay 
him;  and  that  he  should  pay  the  costs  of  the  hearing 
in  Bawdon  v.  Sage. 

Z  z  3  Mr. 
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1838.  Mr.  Havens^  on  behalf  of  the  Plundff  in  Bawdon  y. 

Sage^  moved,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  discharge 
or  vary  the  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  con- 
tended that  his  client  coald  not,  in  Budgm  v.  Sage^ 
have  the  benefit  of  the  admissions  which,  by  the  answer 
in  Bawdon  v.  Sage,  the  Defendants  had  made  of  the 
existence  of  the  debt;  that,  at  the  time  when  his  suit 
was  stayed,  Rawdon  was  in  a  situation  to  take  a  decree ; 
and  that  it  was  extremely  hard  upon  him  to  dq>rive 
him  of  that  advantage,  and  to  compel  him  to  prove  >his 
debt  in  Budgen  v.  Sage,  where  the  questi(m  of  presumed 
satisfaction  of  the  bond  might  be  successfully  raised 
against  him,  and  where  he  would  not  have  the  costs  of 
proving  his  debt. 

Mr.  Bacon,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  said  the  matter 
had  been  fully  gone  into  before  the  Master  of  the  Roils, 
when  the  cause  came  on  before  him ;  and  that  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  held  that,  according  to  the  practice,  the 
Plainti£P  in  Ba^wdon  v.  Sage  was  not  entitled  to  a  decree 
in  that  suit  He  also  referred  to  and  distinguished  the 
cases  of  Shepherd  v.  Taoogood{a),  and  Pickford  v. 
HwUer.  (6) 

Mr.  Booth,  also  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  said  that 
the  Plaintiff  in  Bawdon  v.  Sage  had  actually  invited  the 
Defendants  to  stay  the  suit. 
« 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

But,  Mr.  Booth,  you  have  not,  in  compliance  with  tlie 
terms  of  the  notice,  placed  the  Plaintiff  in  Basvdon  v. 
Sage  in  the  same  situation  as  that  in  which  he  would  be 
in  case  his  own  suit  were  prosecuted.    Before  I  decide 

on 
(fl)  1  T.  i  Ruit.  579.  {b)  5  Sim.  129. 
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on  this  motion,  I  should  like  to  be  placed  in  the  same 
situation  as  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was,  by  having 
the  cause  of  Bamdon  v.  Sage  set  down  before  me ;  and 
let  the  motion  stand  over  till  then. 


Rawdon  v.  Sage  was  accordingly  set  down  by  consent,     March  is. 
and  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
when  Mr.  Haoens  read  the  admissions  in  the  answer  of 
the  Defendants. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  asked  the  Defendants'  coun- 
sel, Bf  r.  Booths  whether  he  had  any  reason  to  give,  why 
the  Plaintiff  in  Rawdon  v.  Sage  was  not  upon  these  ad- 
missions entitled  to  a  decree? 

Mr.  Booth  admitted  that  he  had  none. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  asked  the  counsel  for 
Rawdon  whether  he  submitted  to  go  in  under  Budgen 
v.  &ige,  provided  he  got  his  decree  in  Rawdon  v.  Sage; 
and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

TTie  Lord  Chancellor. 

Then  take  the  usual  creditor's  decree  in  the  suit  of 
Rawdon  v.  Sage,  and  let  the  Master  make  one  report  m 
both  suits.  The  order  oT  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  will 
be  discharged ;  and  let  the  costs  of  the  motion  below 
and  of  this  motion  be  costs  in  the  cause  of  Budgen  v. 
Sage. 


Zz  S 
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Nov.  12. 

A  testator, 
after  be- 
queathing 


of  his  resi< 
duaiy  estate 
(the  produce 
of  a  mixed 
fund)  to  his 
son  and 
daughter  re- 
spectively, 
directed  that 
the  interest  of 
the  share 
given  to  the 
son  should  be 
applied  for 
his  main- 
tenance and 
education  till 
twenty-one, 
and  that  after 


BARBER  V.  BARBER. 

YOHN  MACKINTOSH,  by  his  will,  which  wk 
^  duly  executed  and  attested  to  pass  freehold  estate 
ceitainsbares  by  devise^  after  directing  that  his  real  and  personal 
estate  and  effects  should  be  sold»  and  his  debts  paid, 
and  that  an  investment  should  be  made  to  answer  a 
certain  annuity  therein  mentioned,  and  giving  the  capital 
of  the  fund  so  to  be  invested,  afier  the  death  of  the  an- 
nuitant, to  his  son  John  and  his  daughter  JBUza  Janej 
gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  son  John  Madiniahf  his 
daughter  Eliza  Jane  Mackintosh,  Mary  Ann  Skearst  and 
Martha  Shears,  the  whole  residue  of  his  property  of  eveiy 
description,  to  be  divided  among  them  in  separate  and 
equal  proportions.  And,  afler  giving  special  directioas 
with  respect  to  the  investment  and  application  of  the 
respective  shares  of  Mary  Ann  Shears  and  Martha 

that  period  he  Shears,  his  will  continued  as  follows :  — 
should  have  «  After 

power  to  re- 

ceive  and  dispose  of  such  interest  till  his  age  of  twenty-five,  when  the  whole  of 
the  property  bequeathed  to  him  was  to  be  at  his  own  disposal.  He  further  directed 
that  half  the  property  given  to  his  daughter  should  be  invested,  in  tmtt  for  her 
maintenance,  education,  use,  and  benefit,  during  her  life,  and  for  her  chUdien,  if 
any,  after  her  decease;  and,  if  there  was  no  issue  living  at  her  decease,  the  said 
property  was  to  devolve  to  his  son )  and  in  case  he  was  dead  also,  and  had  left 
no  issue,  the  said  property  was  to  devolve  to  his  executors  thereinafter  naoDed. 
The  other  half  of  the  property  bequeathed  to  his  daughter  he  directed  to  be  in- 
vested for  her  sole  use  and  benefit  till  twenty-one,  and  that  the  said  property  should 
then  be  at  her  own  disposal;  and,  if  either  the  son  or  daughter  should  cue  under 
twenty-one,  the  property  bequeathed  to  the  one  so  dying  should  devolve  to  the 
other ;  and,  if  both  should  dip  under  that  age,  then  the  property  bequeathed  to 
them  should  devolve  to  and  become  the  property  of  trie  tour  persons  therein 
named  and  described,  to  be  divided  betwixt  them  in  equal  proportions,  and  thdr 
heirs  for  ever;  which  four  persons  he  also  appointed  his  executors.  Cne  of  the 
four  persons  named  executors  renounced  probate,  and  declined  to  act;  and  after- 
wards both  tile  son  and  daughter  di^ d  under  twenty-one,  and  without  issue  : 

Held,  first,  that  the  interest  which  accrued  upon  the  shares  of  the  son  and 
daughter  during  their  respective  minorities,  so  far  as  it  had  not  been  applied  to 
their  maintenance  and  education,  vested  absolutely  in  them,  and  passed  to  their 
personal  representatives;  and, 

Secondly,  that  the  one  fourth  share  in  the  rendue,  to  which  the  executor  who 
had  renounced  would  have  been  entitled  as  one  of  the  l^tees  over,  if  he  had 
acted,  was  a  lapsed  legacy,  and  did  not  devolve  to  the  three  other  persons  named 
with  him  as  legatees  of  that  residue. 
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**  After  the  sale  of  my  estate  and  property  as  before  *  lftS8. 
directed,  I  desire  that  the  property  I  have  bequeathed 
to  my  son  John  Mackintosh  and  my  daughter  Eliza 
Jane  Mackintosh  may  be  invested  in  the  public  funds 
of  Great  Britain^  in  separate  accounts,  in  the  names 
of  trustees  appointed  by  my  executors,  and  also  in  the 
names  of  my  son  and  daughter,  and  for  the  sole  use 
and  benefit  of  my  son  and  daughter.  And  it  is  also  my 
will  and  desire  that  the  interest  or  dividends,  arising  from 
the  said  funded  property  for  my  son  John,  be  applied  for 
his  maintenance,  education,  &c.,  until  he  arrives  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  after  that  period  he  shall 
have  the  power  of  receiving  such  interest  or  dividends 
himself,  and  dispose  of  it  as  he  may  think  proper,  until 
he  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years :  then  the 
whole  of  the  property  I  have  bequeathed  to  him  shall 
be  at  his  own  disposal  without  control. 

**  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  half  the  property  which 
I  last  bequeathed  to  my  daughter  Eliza  Jane  may  be  in- 
vested in  the  public  funds  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name 
of  herself  and  trustees  appointed  by  my  executors  for 
that  purpose,  for  her  maintenance,  education,  use,  and 
benefit  during  her  life;  and  for  her  child  or  children, 
if  any,  living  at  the  time  of  her  decease.  But  if  there  is 
no  issue  living  at  the  time  of  her  decease,  that  the  said 
property  shall  devolve  to  my  son  John  Mackintosh  ;  and 
in  case  he  is  dead  also,  and  has  left  no  issue,  the  said 
property  shall  devolve  to  my  executors  herein  named : 
but  if  there  is  issue  of  my  son  John  living,  then  it  shall 
devolve  to  that  issue.  And  the  other  half  of  the  pro- 
perty bequeathed  to  her  shall  be  invested  in  the  public 
funds  for  her  sole  use  and  benefit  until  she  arrives  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  then  the  said  property 
shall  be  at  her  own  disposal  without  control. 

Z  z  4  "It 
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1SS8.  *  <' It  is  my  wIU  and  intention  that  my  son  Jo^JllffcittiiA^ 
may  dbpose  of  his  property  by  will  after  he  has  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  but  should  he  die  before  be 
arrives  at  that  age,  then  the  said  property  shall  devolve 
to  my  daughter  Eliza  Jane^  if  she  is  living ;  and  should 
EUza  Jane  die  before  she  is  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
th,en  the  property  bequeathed  to  her  shall  devolve  to 
my  son  John ;  but  should  both  die  before  they  arrive 
at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  then  the  property  be- 
queathed to  them  shall  devolve  to  and  become  the 
property  of  Mr.  Joseph  Barber^  America  Square,  Mr. 
John  Stappf  of  SnowhiUj  Mr.  Frederick  Grigg,  of  the 
Old  South  Sea  House,  and  Mr.  George  Capper,  of  Crody 
Square,  in  London,  to  be  divided  betwixt  them  in  equal 
proportions,  and  to  their  heirs  for  ever;  which  last  men- 
tioned four  persons  I  also  appoint  as  my  executors,  to 
see  that  every  thing  is  duly  executed  and  performed 
according  to  my  will  and  desire  herein.  I  also  appoint 
Mr.  Francis  Garratt  and  Mr.  John  Garratt  as  executors, 
in  addition  to  the  above  persons ;  for  which  I  request 
these  two  friends  will  accept  of  50/.  each,  as  a  testimony 
of  my  regard.  I  also  request  that  Messrs.  Francis  and 
John  Garratt  will  act  as  guardians  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Capper,  Mr.  Barber,  Mr.  G^i^,  and  Mr.  Stapp,  for 
the  care  of  the  persons  and  prc^rty  of  my  son  t^^, 
and  Fiixa  Jane,  and  Mary  Ann,  and  Martha  Shears" 

The  testator,  by  an  unattested  codicil,  stated  his  will 
to  be,  that  if  any  of  his  executors  should  refuse  to 
accept  the  trust  and  act  as  executor  according  to  the 
directions  in  his  will,  then  he  annulled  totally  his  bequest 
of  his  property  to  every  such  person  who  should  so 
refuse. 

The  testator  died  in  the  year  1818,  leaving  his  son 
and  daughter,  John  Mackintosh  nnd Eliza  Jane  Mackin-' 

tosh. 
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tosh^  bis  sole  next  of  kin ;  and  a  bill  was  soon  afterwards  1898. 
filed  to  bave  the  rights  of  the  difierent  parties  interested 
under  the  will  ascertained,  and  the  property  administered 
and  secured  for  their  benefit,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Court  George  Capper^  Francis  Garratt^  and  John 
Garratt  renounced  probate  of  the  will,  which  was 
proved  by  die  three  other  persons  named  as  executors, 
who  alone  acted  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts. 

John  Mackintosh^  the  son,  died  in  November  18S4,  an 
infant  of  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  without  issue ; 
having,  by  his  will,  bequeathed  all  his  personal  estate  to 
EUza  Jane  Mackintosh^  his  sister,  and  appointed  the  said 
Joseph  Barber  his  sole  executor.  Eliza  Jane  Mackin* 
tosh  died  a  few  months  afterwards,  also  under  age  and 
unmarried,  and  leaving  a  will :  and  upon  her  death  a 
bill  of  revivor  and  supplement  was  filed  by  her  personal 
representatives  against  the  six  persons  named  as  exe- 
cutors in  the  will  of  the  original  testator,  and  against 
the  other  persons  mterested  in  his  residuary  estate,  pray- 
ing that  the  rights  of  the  If^laintifis,  as  representing  EliTsa 
Jane  Mackintosh^  might  be  declared. 

The  decree  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  made  at  the 
hearing  of  this  supplemental  cause,  contained,  amongst 
other  things,  the  two  following  declarations : — first,  that 
so  much  of  the  income  of  the  several  shares  otJofm  Mack^ 
intosh  and  Eliza  Jane  Mackintosh,  in  the  residue  of  the 
original  testator's  estate,  as  accrued  duruig  their  respec- 
tive lifetimes,  and  was  not  applied  in  their  maintenance 
or  education,  belonged  absolutely  to  them,  respectively, 
and  passed  by  their  respective  wills;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  share  which  George  Capper  would,  under  the 
original  testator's  will,  have  taken  in  the  two  several 
moieties  of  the  one  fourth  share  of  the  residuary  estate 
thereby  bequeathed  to  EUza  Jane  Mackintosh^  and  to  her 

and 
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and  her  children,  and  alio  in  the  one  fourth  share  of  such 
residuary  estate^  thereby  bequeathed  to  Mm  MackitUoAj 
had,  in  consequence  of  Capper  having  renounced  pro- 
bate, devolved  upon  the  Def^idants  Barber^  SU^pp^  and 
Griggs  as  tenants  in  common ;  and  that  those  three 
persons  were  entitled,  in  equal  thirds,  to  the  said  two 
one  fourth  shares  accordingly. 

The  Plaintiffs  and  the  Defendants,  the  acting  exe- 
cutors of  the  original  testator,  presented  cross-petidons 
of  appeal  against  the  decree  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
which  came  on  to  be  heard  together. 

The  nuntiffi,  by  their  appeal,  submitted  that  the 
contingent  bequest  over  of  the  shares  of  residuary  estate, 
previously  bequeathed  to  the  testator's  son  and  daugh- 
ter, was  not  a  gift  to  the  persons,  as  a  class,  who  should 
take  upon  themselves  the  office  of  executors,  hot  was  a 
gift  to  the  four  individuals  named,  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon ;  and  that  the  one  fourth,  therefore,  of  that  residue, 
which  Capper  had  lost  in  consequence  of  his  declining 
to  act,  was  a  lapsed  l^cy,  and  went  to  the  testator's 
next  of  kin. 

The  Defendants'  petition  of  appeal  submitted  that, 
upon  the  true  construction  of  the  will,  such  portion  of 
the  income  as  had  accumulated  upon  the  respective  shares 
of  residue,  bequeathed  to  the  testator's  son  and  daughter 
respectively  during  their  minorities,  did  not  vest  in  the 
son  and  daughter  absolutely,  so  as  to  form  part  of  their 
estate,  and  pass  to  their  respective  personal  representa- 
tives; but  that  in  the  event,  which  had  happened,  of 
their  both  dying  under  age,  it  had  passed,  under  the 
uUerior  limitation,  to  the  persons  who,  upon  that  event, 
were  appointed  to  take  in  remainder  the  shares  of  capital 
out  of  which  such  accumulation  of  income  had  arisen. 

The 
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The  petitions  of  appeal  alto  raised  two  other  ques-  18S8. 
tions ;  but  as  these  turned  merely  upon  the  construction 
of  particular  clauses  and  expressions  in  the  will,  and 
involved  no  general  principle,  it  has  not  been  considered 
expedient  to  report  the  case  as  to  them,  or  to  set  out 
those  parts  of  the  will  upon  which  they  arose. 

Mr.  Wigranii  Mr.  Humpkty,  Mr.  Eldertan^  and  Mr* 
Lqftus  JVigranif  for  the  Plaintiffs.    ^ 

Mr.  Tinna/9  Mr.  Knight  Bruce,  Mr.  Richards,  and 
Mr.  Bpmilhf,  for  the  Defendants,  the  executors. 

The  cases  referred  to  upon  the  question  raised  by  the 
Plaintiffi'  appeal  are  stated  and  considered  in  the  judg- 
ment. 

Upon  the  question  raised  by  the  Defendants'  appeal, 
NichoUs  V.  Osbom  (a),  Chaixxnih  v.  Hooper  (i),  Skey  v. 
Barnes  {c)  were  cited. 


The  LoKD  Chancellor.    [After  affirming  the  judg-      ^^'  ^^■ 
ment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  upon  another  question, 
raised  by  the  defendants'  appeal.] 

The  remaining  question  upon  the  appeal  of  the  De- 
fendants is,  as  to  the  interest  upon  the  shares  of  the 
residue  bequeathed  to  John  and  Eliza  Jane,  they  having 
both  died  under  twenty-one,  and  thereby  ]ost  the  benefit 
of  the  capital  of  such  shares. 

The  gift  is  to  the  four  residuary  legatees  absolutely,* 
subject  to  the  following  directions :  -*-  The  investment 

IS 
(a)  9  P.  Wm.  419.       {h)  S  Bro.  C.  C.  SS.        (c)  8  Mer.  855. 
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1838.  IS  to  be  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  John  and  Eiisa 
Jatie»  The  interest  and  dividends  of  JohtCs  share  are 
to  be  applied  for  his  maintenance  and  education  till 
twenty-one :  from  that  age  till  twenty-five  he  is  himself 
to  receive  and  to  have  power  to  dispose  of  such  interest 
and  dividends ;  and  at  twenty-five  the  whole  property  is 
to  be  at  his  disposal.  Half  the  property  last  bequeathed 
to  Eliza  Jane  is  to  be  invested  for  her  maintenance,  edu- 
cation, use,  and  benefit,  for  her  life,  with  remainder  to  her 
children ;  and  if  there  should  be  none,  the  said  proper^ 
is  to  devolve  to  John :  and  if  he  should  also  die  without 
issue,  the  said  property  is  to  devolve  to  the  executors. 
The  other  half  of  the  property  bequeathed  to  Eliza 
Jane  is  to  be  invested  for  her  sole  use  and  benefit  till 
twenty-one,  when  the  same  is  to  be  at  her  sole  disposal. 
If  both  John  and  Eliza  Jane  die  before  twenty-one,  the 
property  bequeathed  to  them  is  to  devolve  and  become 
the  property  of  the  four  executors. 

The  gifts  are  absolute,  except  in  the  evait  of  death 
under  twenty-one;  and  the  interest  of  JG^t^a  Jam^s  share 
is,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  applied  for  her  use  and  be- 
nefit as  to  one  half,  and  her  sole  use  and  benefit  as  to  the 
other  half.  The  interest  and  dividends  of  John's  share 
are  directed  to  be  applied  for  his  maintenance,  edu- 
cation, &c.  till  he  attains  twenty-one.  As  to  both,  the 
investments  are  to  be  for  the  sole  use.  and  benefit  of 
the  legatee;  and  the  gift  over  is  of  *<  the  property  be- 
queathed," the  expression  throughout  used  in  describing 
the  capital. 

As  to  the  whole  of  John's  share,  and  as  to  one  half 
of  Eliza  Jan^s  share,  the  gift  is  absolute;  but  the  power 
of  disposition  is  postponed  till  a  certain  age;  and  of  the 
other  one  half  of  Eliza  Jamfs  share  she  is  tenant  for  life; 
and  as  to  all,  there  is  a  gift  over,  upon  the  happening 

of 
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of  certain  events;  but  till  such  events  happen,  the  pro-        1898. 
perty  belongs  to  the  legatees  John  and  Eliza  Jancy  and     ^^^T"^^^ 
they  are  entitled  to  the  interest  of  it     It  is  vested,  sub-  v, 

ject  to  be  devested.  The  ordinary  result  of  such  vesting  B^»»**- 
is  to  give  to  the  legatee  a  right  to  the  intermediate  in- 
terest; and  he  cannot  be  less  entitled  to  it  because  the 
testator  has  directed  the  interest  to  be  applied  for  his 
maintenance,  education,  &c.,  for  his  use  and  benefit,  or 
for  his  sole  use  and  benefit.  And  who  is  it  who  contest 
this  claim  of  the  legatees  ?  Why,  the  legatees  over.  Do 
the  terms  of  the  gift  over  give  it?  ITie  terms  used  are 
"  the  property  bequeathed  "  to  the  first  legatee — the  very 
terms  used  in  describing  the  capital,  and  terms  by  no 
means  applicable  to  the  interest  upon  the  property  be- 
queathed, which  might  arise  after  the  bequest  had  taken 
efiect.  If  they  cannot  claim  under  the  terms  of  the  gift 
over,  that  is,  if  the  interest  accrued  be  not,  in  terms,  given 
over  with  the  capital,  they,  as  legatees  of  that  capital 
upon  a  contingency,  can  have  no  title  to  the  interest 
which  arose  prior  to  the  contingency.  I  think,  there- 
fore, the  judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  entirely 
right  upon  this  point  also ;  and,  as  this  exhausts  the 
grounds  of  the  appeal  of  the  Defendants,  I  think  that 
such  appeal  must  be  dismissed  with  costs. 

[The  Lord  Chancellor  then  stated  the  two  questions 
which  had  been  raised  on  the  appeal  of  the  Plaintiffs, 
and  after  disposing  of  the  first,  as  to  which  he  concurred 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  continued 
as  follows :  — ] 

The  last  question  is  one  of  much  more  difficulty. 
The  Plaintifis  claim  the  share  of  George  Capper  as  un- 
disposed of,  the  gift  to  him  having  failed  by  his  refusing 
to  act  as  executor.  The  three  other  executors  named 
with  him  as  residuary  legatees,  on  the  other  band,  con- 
tend 
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1898.  tend  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  residue  in  thirds,  in- 
cluding, therefore,  the  share  destined  for  George  Capper. 
The  direction  in  the  will  is  thal^  in  the  event  of  the 
death  of  John  and  Elixa  Jane  under  twen^-one,  the 
property  bequeathed  to  them  shall  devoWe  to,  and  be- 
come the  property  of  the  four  persons,  each  particularly 
named  and  described,  to  be  divided  betwixt  them  in 
equal  proportions,  and  to  their  hdrs  for  ever ;  which 
last  mentioned  four  persons  he  appoints  executors; 
and  he  afterwards  appoints  two  other  executors.  It 
is  not  now  in  dispute  that  this  bequest  was  made  to 
these  four  persons  a$  executors  ;  that  is,  upon  condition 
that  they  took  upon  themselves  that  office,  and  con* 
sequendy  that  Mr.  Capper^  having  renounced,  cannot 
claim  his  share ;  but  that  being  so  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  assist  in  the  solution  of  the  present  question. 
That  would  have  been  so,  just  as  much  if  Capper  had 
been  the  only  executor,  and  the  only  legatee  ever. 
That  question  depends  entirely  upon  whether  the  gift 
be  conditional  or  not 

The  question  to  be  decided  is,  who  are  the  legatees  ? 
It  is  quite  clear  that,  if  the  legatees  had  not  been  ap- 
pointed executors,  the  gift  to  them  would  have  created  a 
tenancy  in  common,  and  therefore  that,  upon  the  failure 
of  the  gift  to  any  one,  his  share  would  have  been  undis- 
posed of,  and  that  the  three  others  could  not  havi  claimed. 
And  it  is  equally  clear  that,  if  any  other  condition  had 
been  imposed  upon  these  four  tenants  in  common,  upon 
which  their  title  to  the  legacy  was  to  depend,  and  one 
had  refused  to  perform  the  condition,  his  share  would 
have  been  undisposed  of,  and  that  the  other  three  could 
not  have  claimed  it.  The  ground  upon  which  the  title 
of  the  executors  who  proved  is  rested  leaves  these  pro- 
positions untouched ;  for  it  stands  upon  this  ground,  that 

the 
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the  gift  is  to  a  dass,  and  that  the  three  executors  who 
proved  constitute  the  class ;  and  it  was  contended  that 
there  was  no  distmction  between  a  gift  to  executors  as 
tenants  in  commoni  and  a  gift  to  certain  persons  as 
tenants  in  common  who  are  afterwards  appointed  exe- 
cutors. 

This,  as  all  other  questions  of  construction,  mast 
depend  upon  the  intention.  A  gift  to  a  class  implies  an 
intention  to  benefit  those  who  constitute  the  class,  and 
to  exclude  all  others ;  but  a  gift  to  individuals  described 
by  their  several  names  and  descriptions,  though  they 
may  together  constitute  a  class  implies  an  intention  to 
benefit  the  individuals  named.  In  a  gift  to  a  class  you 
look  to  the  description,  and  inquire  what  individuals 
answer  to  it;  and  those  who  do  answer  to  it  are  the 
legatees  described.  But  if  the  parties  to  whom  the  legacy 
is  given  be  not  described  as  a  class,  but  by  their  indi* 
▼idual  names  and  additions,  though  together  constituting 
a  class,  those  who  may  constitute  the  class  at  any  par^ 
ticular  time  may  not,  in  any  respect,  correspond  with 
the  description  of  the  individuals  named  as  legatees. 
If  a  testator  give  a  legacy  to  be  divided  amongst  the 
children  of  A.  at  a  particular  time,  those  who  constitute 
the  class  at  the  time  will  take ;  but  if  the  legacy  be 
given  to  J3.,  C,  and  £>.,  children  of  A.^  as  tenants  in 
common,  and  one  die  before  the  testator,  the  survivors 
wQl  not  take  the  share  of  the  deceased  child.  The 
question  must  be,  was  the  intention  to  bequeath  to  those 
who  might,  at  the  time,  constitute  the  class,  or  to  cer* 
tain  individuals  who,  it  was  supposed,  would  constitute 
it  ?  Such  would  appear  to  be  the  question  to  be  asked, 
and  the  point  to  be  ascertained ;  but  the  more  important 
inquiry  is,  whether  the  authorities  justify  and  support 
this  view  of  the  case. 


In 
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1888.  In  Page  v.  Page{a\  decided  by  Lord  King  in  17i8, 

and  approved  by  Lord  Talbot  in  1734,  there  was  the 
gift  of  a  residue  to  sU  persons,  to  each  ooe  sixth ;  and 
they  were  appointed  executors.  It  was  held  that  the 
one  sixth  of  one  who  died  in  the  lifetime  of  the  testator 
lapsed  for  the  next  of  kin.  In  this  case  there  is  a  gift 
to  four  equally,  to  be  divided  betwixt  them,  i.  e.  to  each 
one  fourth.  In  Owen  v.  Owen  {b)  the  testator  gave  the 
residue  of  bis  estate  to  his  two  nieces,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  them,  and  appointed  them  executrixes. 
One  died  in  the  testator's  lifetime;  and  Lord  Hardwidte 
said  that  he  had  followed  P(^e  v.  Page  in  Holdemess  v. 
Beyner ;  and  that  the  reasoning  of  Sir  J,  Jeh/fl^  in 
Hunt  v.  Berkley^  could  not  be  supported;  and  held  that 
the  share  intended  for  the  deceased  niece  lapsed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  next  of  kin,  and  did  not  go  to  the  sur- 
viving niece. 

In  Knight  v.  Goidd  (c),  the  gift  was  of  the  residue  ^*to 
my  executors  hereinafter  named,  to  pay  my  debts,  lega- 
cies, &C.,  and  also  to  recompense  them  for  thar  trouble, 
equally  between  them;"  and  three  persons  were  then 
named  executors,  one  of  whom  died  in  the  testator's  life- 
time; and  Sir  John  Leach  first,  and  Ljot^l  Brougham^  upon 
appeal,  held,  that  the  two  survivors  were  entitled  to  the 
whole.  The  latter  relied  upon  two  grounds  principaUy, 
first,  that  the  persons  to  take  were  those  who  were  to 
perform  the  duties,  and  the  survivors  were  such  persons; 
secondly,  that  the  gift  was  to  the  executors  as  a  class  in 
terms ;  for  the  words  •*  hereinafter  named  "  were  mere 
surplusage,  inasmuch  as  the  result  would  have  been  the 
same  if  they  had  been  omitted,  it  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  name  them  in  order  to  appoint  them.    In 

that 

(a)  S  P.  Wm.  489.  (c)  Jfof.  47. 

{b)  1  Atk.  494.  (rf)  2  Mfflne  *  Keen,  295. 
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that  case  the  gift  was  to  executors  described  as  such ; 
in  this,  it  is  to  individuals  particularly  named  and  de- 
scribed. In  that,  the  fund  given  was  what  should 
remain  after  part  had  been  administered.  Those  who 
were  to  take  and  those  who  were  to  administer  were 
considered  as  identical. 

The  result,  therefore,  of  the  authorities,  supposing 
them  strictly  to  apply,  is  in  favour  of  the  claim  of  the 
next  of  kin.  There  is  the  case  of  Page  v.  Page^  decided 
by  Lord  King  and  approved  by  Lord  Talbotf  and  in 
two  cases  approved  and  acted  upon  by  Lord  Hard' 
rvicke;  whereas,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  acting 
executors,  there  is  only  the  case  of  Hunt  v.  Berkley, 
decided,  indeed,  by  a  high  authority.  Sir  Joseph  JeJylty 
but  dbapproved  by  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  over-ruled 
by  eyery  subsequent  case  in  which  the  point  has  arisen. 
It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  case  of  Hunt  v.  Berk^ 
ley  would  not,  if  it  were  clearly  a  right  decision,  neces- 
sarily govern  the  present  case;  because,  in  that  case,  the 
residuary  legatees  and  the  executors  were  the  same,  and 
the  decision  must  have  proceeded  upon  this,  that  the 
testator  did,  in  fact,  intend  to  give  the  residue  to  whom- 
soever of  the  parties  named  might  be  his  executors. 
But  it  is  clear  that,  if  Page  v.  Page,  Holdcmess  v. 
JS^CT*,  and  Chsen  v.  Omen,  be  right,  they  necessarily 
include  the  present  case;  the  claims  of  the  next  of  kin 
being  much  stronger  in  this  case  than  in  any  of  those ; 
inasmuch  as,  in  all  those  cases,  those  named  residuary 
legatees  and  executors  were  the  same ;  so  that  the  ques- 
tion might  arise,  whether  the  intention  was  to  give  the 
residue  to  the  individuals,  or  to  the  class  which  they 
composed ;  whereas,  in  the  present  case,  the  residuary 
legatees  do  not  constitute  any  class  to  which  a  name 
can  be  given,  without  including  the  description  of  resi- 
duary legatees.    If  the  three  surviving  executors  to 

Vol.  III.  3  A  whom 
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18S8,  amounted  to  or  evidenced  an  acceptance  of  the  trusts 
of  the  legacy  in  question.  It  also  alleged  that  Blackm 
bwrrcfm  took  upon  himself  to  act»  and  acted,  as  a  trustee, 
in  the  paying  or  assigning  over  to  other  l^pitees  named 
in  the  will,  and,  amongst  the  rest,  to  the  testator's  grand- 
son, John  Franklifig  Hewlett^  property  specifically  be- 
queathed  in  trust  for  such  other  legatees. 

The  Defendant  BlackburreWj  by  his  answer,  poskively 
denied  that  he  had  ever  accepted  or  acted  in  the  trusts 
of  the  will,  or  in  any  way  intermeddled  with  any  of  the 
property  which  was  the  subject  of  the  trusts,  otherwise 
than  by  executing,  on  the  18th  of  Mc^  18S2,  the 
indenture  after  mentioned.  His  answer  then  stated 
that,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  and  request  of  John 
Frankling  Hewlettj  he,  Blackburraa>j  and  Wood  executed 
to  Hewlett  an  indenture  of  release,  dated  the  1 8th  of 
May  1822,  and^  expressed  to  be  made  between  them, 
Blackburram  and  Woodi  of  the  one  part,  aod  Hewlett  of 
the  other  part,  whereby,  after  reciting  an  indenture  of 
lease  between  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  WeVs  and  the 
testator,  and  by  which  the  Bishop  demised  to  the  tes- 
tator a  messuage,  lands,  and  premises  therein  described, 
within  the  manor  of  Banwell^  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
testator  and  his  heirs  during  the  lives  of  three  persons 
therein  named,  and  the  longest  liver  of  them;  and 
further  reciting  that  the  testator,  by  his  said  wQI, 
had  given  and  devised  unto  him,  the  Defendant  Bladk^ 
bwroWy  and  Wdod^  the  dwelling-house  in  which  he  then 
lived,  with  the  garden,  orchard,  and  close  of  ground 
thereunto  belonging,  situate  at  Barvooell  aforesaid,  and 
held  under  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  WeUsj  upon  trust 
to  permit  and  suffer  Ann  Frankling^  the  testator's  wife,  to 
receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  during  her 
life,  and,  after  her  decease,  to  apply  the  same  in  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  his  grandson  J(An  Franks 

ling 
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ling  Hmlett^  until  he  should  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  1 8S8. 
years,  when  he  directed  his  said  trustees,  or  the  survivor 
&c.,  to  convey  the  said  premises  to  his  grandson,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  and  also  to  pay  over  to  him  the  un- 
applied rents  and  profits  thereof^  accrued  during  his 
minority ;  and  reciting  that  Ann  Frankling  survived  the 
testator,  but  was  then  also  deceased,  and  that  in  her  life- 
time, John  Frankling  Hewlett  attained  the  age  of  twenty* 
one  years,  whereby  it  became  unnecessary  for  the  De- 
fendant and  IVood  to  act  in  the  trust  declared  by  the 
will,  and  in  fact  they  never  intermeddled  therein  ;  but, 
inasmuch  as  the  legal  estate  in  the  said  messuage  and 
lands  was  still  outstanding  in  them  by  virtue  of  the 
said  recited  will,  they  had  consented,  at  the  request  of 
John  Frankling  Hewlett f  to  convey  such  estate  to  him 
in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned;  it  was  witnessed 
that,  in  pursuance  and  performance  of  the  said  agree- 
ment, and  of  the  trusts  so  reposed  in  them,  and 
for  conveying  the  said  messuage  or  dwelling-house, 
garden,  orchard,  and  premises,  unto  him,  John  Frank" 
ling  Hewlett^  and  his  heirs,  as  aforesaid,  they,  the 
Defendant  Blackburrow  and  JVood^  and  each  of  them, 
thereby  granted  and  released  unto  John  Frankling 
Hewlett  all  that  the  said  messuage,  &c.,  granted  by 
the  said  indenture  of  lease  unto  the  said  testator,  and  by 
him  given  and  devised  unto  Blackburrow  and  fVoodj 
upon  trust  as  aforesaid,  to  hold  the  same  unto  John 
Franklir^  Hewlett^  his  heirs  and  assigns,  &c. 

The  depositions  on  behalf  of  the  Plaintiffs  did  not 
succeed  in  proving  any  of  the  acts  or  conversations 
which  the  bill  alleged  as  evidence  that  Blackburrow 
bad  accepted  the  trusts. 

The  Defendant  Blackburrow  proved,  by  the  evidence 

of  his  solicitor,  that,  before  the  execution  of  the  deed  of 

3  A  4  May 
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1838.  May  1822,  a  case,  together  with  the  draft  of  the  pro- 
posed deed,  had  been  laid,  on  his  behalf,  before  counsel, 
for  his  opinion  upon  the  question,  whether  it  wonld  be 
safe  for  him  and  Wood  to  execute  such  a  deed,  and  that 
counsel  thereupon  advised  that  they  might  safely  ese* 
cute  it 

The  decree  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  declared,  among 
other  things,  that  Blackhun^am  had  accepted  the  trusts 
of  the  will;  and  directed  an  inquiry  whether,  but  for 
his  wilful  default,  he  might  have  received  the  llOOl.  or 
any  part  thereof. 

An  appeal  by  BUickburratD  against  that  part  of  the 
decree  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Temple  and  Mr.  Purvisy  for  the  appeal. 

The  only  act  which  furnishes  the  least  pretence  for 
saying  that  the  Appellant  ever  accepted  the  trusts  of 
the  will  is  the  execution  of  the  deed  of  May  1822^ 
conveying  the  leasehold  property  to  Hewlett,  It  is  ob- 
vious, however,  that,  in  becoming  a  party  to  that  deed, 
he  never  intended  to  make  himself  liable  as  a  trustee. 
On  the  contrary,  his  declared  object  in  so  doing  was  to 
repudiate  or  get  rid  of  any  liability  in  that  character : 
and,  although  the  deed  may  have  been  inartificially  and 
improperly  framed  for  that  purpose,  the  Court  will  look 
to  the  expressed  object  and  intent,  rather  than  to  the 
form  of  the  instrument;  according  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  Lord  Eldon  in  tlie  analogous  case  of  Nicloson^ 
V.  Wordsworth,  {a)  The  deed  of  May  1822  is  sub- 
stantially a  disclaimer  of  the  trusts,  and  it  dbtinctly 
states,  in  the  recital,  that  the  parties  of  the  first  part 

never 
(a)  2Su)an,ZS5, 
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never  interfered  therem.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  1838. 
the  Appellant,  in  executing  that  deed,  acted  under 
the  advice  of  counsel,  and  at  the  earnest  request  of 
Hewlett^  for  the  sole  purpose  of  perfecting  the  title  of 
the  latter  to  the  property,  the  legal  estate  in  which  was 
supposed  to  have  become  vested  in  Blackburrow  and 
Wood  under  the  will.  The  recitals  in  the  deed,  even 
supposing  them  to  be  binding  as  between  the  'parties 
to  the  instrument,  cannot  be  used  as  evidence  upon 
any  question  between  those  parties  and  strangers,  such 
as  the  Flaintififs  must  for  the  present  purpose  be  con- 
sidered to  be.  £ven*if  it  were  fully  established,  however, 
that  the  Appellant  had  accepted  and  acted  in  the  trusts 
of  the  property  devised  for  the  benefit  of  Hewlett,  it  by 
no  means  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  he 
must  also  be  held  to  liave  accepted  and  acted  in  the 
trusts  of  the  legacy  with  which  the  bill  seeks  to  charge 
him^  or  generally  in  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  by  the 
wiU. 

Mr.  Jacob  and  Mr.  Girdlestone,  in  support  of  the 
decree. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  (after  slating  the  question).         Jum  9. 

In  this  case  evidence  was  gone  into  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  that  the  Appellant  had,  in  certain  conver- 
sations, admitted  himself  to  be  a  trustee.  Upon  carefully 
looking  into  the  depositions,  however,  I  do  not  find  that 
this  fact  is  satisfactorily  proved;  and,  although  they 
might  have  been  sufficient  to  ground  an  inquiry,  I 
should  not  have  thought  that  they  justified  the  Court  in 
making  a  decree  against  the  Appellant. 

• 
There  was,  however,  another  piece  of  evidence  upon 
which  the  Plaintiffs  mainly  relied;  and  that  was  a  deed, 

which 
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1838.  which  the  Appellant  had  executed  with  respect  to  cer- 
tain leasehold  property  of  which  also  he  was  appointed 
a  trustee  by  the  will.  That  leasehold  property  was  be» 
qaeathed  to  him  and  an  individual  of  the  name  of 
Woodj  upon  trust  for  a  person  upon  his  attaining  the 
age  of  twenty-one;  and  the  deed  in  question  was  a 
conveyance  of  that  leasehold  to  the  person  so  entitled, 
and  to  which  the  Appellant  and  his  oo-trustee  were 
executing  parties.  This  deed  contained  the  following 
recitals ;  — 

[His  Lordship  here  read  the  recitals,  and  stated  the 
effect  of  the  deed,  and  then  continued.] 

The  question  is,  whether  the  execution  of  this  deed 
was  not  of  itself  an  acceptance  of  the  trusts  of  the  will  ? 
I  think  it  would  be  sanctioning  a  gross  deceit  on  the  part 
of  the  Appellant,  if  it  were  to  be  construed  othervtse^ 
because  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the 
devise  of  the  property.  If  the  trustees  never  did  ac- 
cept the  property,  then  they  had  no  legal  estate  in 
them,  and  they  had  no  means  of  doing  that  which  they 
professed  to  do,  and  which,  by  this  deed,  they  held  out 
that  they  were  doing. 

In  the  case  otNiclosony,  Word8worih{a\  which  was  re- 
ferred to  in  support  of  the  Appellant's  argument,  one  of 
three  trustees,  being  desirous  of  throwing  off  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  trust,  and  disclaiming,  executed  a  release  to 
the  other  trustees.  Now  it  had  been  previously  decided 
by  Lord  Bosslyn^  in  Crexev.  Dicken  (6),  that  that  act,  of 
itself,  amounted  to  an  acceptance  of  the  trust,  upon  the 
groud  that  it  was  at  once  an  assumption  of  the  interast 
and  an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  it,  —  his  Lordship  thus 
taking  a  distinction  between  a  mere  disclaimer  and  a 

release. 
{a)  S  jStrnm.  zes.  {b)  4  Vet.  97. 
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release.  Lord  ISdan,  in  Niclosan  v.  Wordgwcrth^  com-  18S8. 
inents  upon  that  case,  and  questions  the  soundness 
of  that  distinction;  but  the  ground  on  which  Lord 
EUon  rests  his  objection  leaves  the  present  case  quite 
untouched.  His  Lordship  there  said,  *^  If  the  essence 
of  the  act  is  disclaimer,  and  if  the  point  were  res  integra, 
I  should  be  inclined  to  say  that,  if  the  mere  &ct  of  dis- 
claimer is  to  remove  all  difficulties  and  vest  the  estate  in 
the  other  trustees,  a  party  who  releases,  and  thereby  de- 
clares that  he  will  not  take  as  trustee,  gives  the  best 
evidence  that  he  will  not  take  as  trustee.  The  answer, 
that  the  release  amounts  to  more  than  a  disclaimer,  is 
mu&h  more  technical  than  any  reasoning  that  deserves 
to  prevail  in  a  court  of  equity.'*  His  Lordship  sub- 
sequently observed,  ^^  My  opinion  is,  that  if  a  person, 
who  is  appointed  co-trustee  by  any  instrument,  exe- 
cutes no  other  act  than  a  conveyance  to  his  co-trustees, 
when  the  meaning  and  intent  of  that  conveyance  is 
disclaimer,  the  distinction  is  not  sufficiently  broad 
for  the  Court  to  act  upon.  I  can  find  no  case  which 
has  decided,  nor  can  I  see  any  reasons  for  deciding, 
that,  where  the  intent  of  the  release  is  disclaimer,  the 
inference  that  the  releasor  has  accepted  the  estate  shall 
prevent  the  effect  of  it." 

This  reasoning  has  no  application  to  the  case  of 
a  person  who  is  not  repudiating,  but  acting  upon  the 
interests  which  the  will  purports  to  give.  Is  there  any 
thing  on  the  face  of  this  instrument  to  show  that  the 
Appellant  repudiated  the  trust?  He  recites  that  the 
property  vested  in  him,  and  that,  in  execution  and 
pursuance  of  the  trust,  he  executes  the  deed  in  ques- 
tion. It  was  said,  there  is  a  recital  that  he  had  not 
intermeddled.  But  there  is  no  recital  that  he  never 
intended  to  intermeddle,  or  that  he  executed  the  deed 
because  he  disclaimed  the  trust.     On  the  contrary,  the 

reason 
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1 838.  reason  assigned  is,  that  the  party  having  attained  twenty- 
one»  "  it  became  unnecessary  for  the  Defendant  and 
Wood  to  act  in  the  trust  declared  by  the  said  will,  and, 
in  fact,  they  never  intermeddled  therein."  So  far, 
therefore,  from  this  instrument  showing  any  intention 
on  his  part  to  repudiate  the  trust,  the  Appellant  there 
expressly  says  that  he  executes  it  in  pursuance  of  and 
acting  upon  the  trust,  and  is  dealing  with  the  property 
as  the  testator  intended  he  should  deal  with  it. 

It  is  also  to  be  remarked  that,  in  Nidoson  v.  Words' 
worth,  although  the  observations  of  Lord  Eldon  are 
entided  to  the  greatest  possible  weight,  there  was  no 
adjudication  upon  the  point  raised  by  the  case.     The 
bill  was  filed  by  a  purchaser,  stating  that  the  vendor 
could  not  make  a  title,  because  one  of  tlie  trustees  had 
refused  to  join  in  the  conveyance ;  and  the  object  of  the 
suit  was  to  obtain  a  declaration  from  the  Court  which 
should  clear  the  title.     Lord  Eldon  said  that  he  could 
not  come  to  any  decision ;   and  the  declaration  was 
taken  by  consent,  as  appears  from  the  terms  of  the 
order  stated  in  Mr.  SwanstorCs  report,  {a)      It  cannot, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  the  judicial  decision  of  the 
Court     How  far  the  reasoning  of  Lord  Eldon  in  that 
case  is  correct,  I  am  not  called  upon  to  express  any 
opinion.    At  all  events,  I  am  clear  that  it  has  no  bearing 
in  the  Appellant's  favour ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
it  is  quite  consistent  with  the  declaration  under  appeal. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  his  Honor's  decree  has  declared 
that  the  Defendant  Blackburrcm  has  accepted  the  trusts 
of  the  will,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  impeach  it. 

(«}  See  2  Swan^  p,  572. 
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18S8. 


BETWEEN 

ROBERT    SAUNDERS  and  WILLIAM    BEN-   June  ib.%o. 
NING    .  .  -  Plaintifl&.       ^'>''- 

AND 

JOHN  WILLIAM  SMITH  and  ALEXANDER 
MAXWELL  .  -  Defendants. 

npHE  bill,  filed  the  on  29th  of  May  18S8,  and  the  affi-  Injunction 
•*-     davit  of  the  Plaintiffs,  filed  on  the  next  day,  stated  JeS^ri- 

the  following  facts,  viz. :  —  leged  infringe- 

ment  of  copy- 
right, before 

That  in  the  year  1787,  and  within  less  than  twenty-  trial  at  law, 

where  the 
eight  years  before  the  29th  oi  July  1814,  two  several  conduct  of 

books,  being  portions  of  the  first  volume  of  a  work  ?j?J"°^^*j. 

intituled  <<  Reports  of  Cases  argued  and  determined  in  as,  in  the 

the  Court  of  King^s  Bench,"  and  commonly  known  by  cSSVas'^*' 

the  name  of  the  "  Term  Reports,"  were  for  the  first  calculated  to 

time  printed  and  published ;  and  that  Charles  Dunifordj  Defendants  to 

since  deceased,  and  Edward  Hyde  East^  now  Sir  Edward  believe  that 
^^   ,     _,        _  -  ,  ^   ,  the  course 

Hyde  East^  Bart.,  were  the  authors  of  the  said  books,  taken  by  them 

and  the  original  proprietors  of  the  copyrights  of  the  ^iJ^g^^gj*!  ^ 

same :  the  PJaintifii, 

Whether  it 
is  not  piracy 
That  at  different  times,  subsequently  to  the  year  1 787,  ^  P""^  at  full 

and  within  twenty-eight  years  before  the  29th  of  July  contained  in 

1814,  certain  other  books,  being  respectively  the  third,  ^*'lf'*'T  ^^ 

fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  volumes  of  the  though  with 

work  intituled  «  Reports  of  Cases  argued  and  deter-  Jp7jJJi|*°" 

mined  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,"  and  commonly  however 

called  the  "Term  Reports,"  were  for  the  first  time  ^Qi^c^^^^' 

printed  and  published,  and  that  Dumford  and  East  were 

the  authors  of  the  said  several  books,  and  the  original 

pro- 
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18d8*  proprietors  of  the  copyrights  of  the  same;  and  that 
Durnfbrd  died  in  or  about  the  year  1808,  but  Easi  was 
still  living : 

That  at  different  times,  subsequently  to  the  year  1800, 
the  several  volumes  of  a  work  in  sixteen  volumes,  in- 
tituled <*  Reports  of  Cases  argued  and  determined  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,"  and  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  ^  Easfs  Reports,"  were  for  the  first  time  printed 
and  published ;  and  East  was  the  author  of  those  several 
volumes,  and  the  original  proprietor  of  the  copyright  of 
the  same : 

That  at  different  times,  subsequently  to  the  year  18S2, 
the  several  volumes  of  a  work  in  ten  volumes,  intituled 
'^  Reports  of  Cases  argued  and  determined  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,"  and  commonly  known  as  **  Bame^ 
wall  and  Cressa)elVs  Reports,"  were  for  the  first  time 
printed  and  published ;  and  Richard  Vaugkan  Bame^ 
xvall  and  Cresswell  CressmtU  were  the  authors  of  the  said 
several  volumes,  and  were  the  original  proprietors  of 
the  copyright  of  the  same: 

That  at  different  times,  subsequently  to  the  year  1809, 
the  several  volumes  of  a  work  in  eight  volumes,  intituled 
^<  Reports  of  Cases  argued  and  determined  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,"  and  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  "  Tauntor/s  Reports,"  were  for  the  first  time  printed 
and  published;  and  William  Leonard  Thomas  Pj/k 
Taufiion  was  the  author  of  the  said  several  volumes, 
and  the  original  proprietor  of  the  copyright  of  the 
same ;  and  that  the  fourth  volume  of  the  said  work  was 
for  the  first  time  printed  and  published  after  the  year 
1814;  and  the  eighth  volume  of  the  said  work  was 
for  the  first  time  printed  and  published  after  the  year 
1822: 

That 
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That  at  different  timesy  subsequently  to  the  year  1822,  1838. 
the  several  volumes  of  a  work  in  ten  volumes,  entitled 
**  Reports  of  Cases  argued  and  determined  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  other  Courts,"  and  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  ^^Binghanfs  Reports,"  were  for 
the  first  time  printed  and  published;  and  Peregrine 
Bingham  was  the  author  of  the  said  several  volumes^ 
and  the  original  proprietor  of  the  copyright  of  the 
same: 

That  the  copyrights  of  and  in  each  and  every  of  the 
books  hereinbefore  mentioned  had  been  assigned,  for 
valuable  consideration,  by  the  respective  authors  of 
those  works,  by  deeds  or  instruments  in  writing,  duly  . 
executed,  and  by  divers  assignments  by  deeds  or  instru- 
ments in  writing,  duly  executed,  had  been  assigned,  for 
valuable  consideration,  to,  and  had  become  vested  in  the 
Plaintiffs ;  and  all  right  and  interest,  title,  property,  and 
claim  whatsoever,  which  the  respective  authors  of  the 
said  several  books  at  any  time  had  or  could  have  had  in 
the  same  respectively,  and  the  copyright  thereof,  and 
the  said  books,  and  the  copyright  thereof,  and  all 
profits^  benefits,  and  advantages  to  arise  from  printing 
or  vending  the  same,  had  become  vested  in  and  now 
belonged  to  the  Plaintifis ;  and  that  they  had  paid  very 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  several  copyrights,  and 
that  the  capital  invested  by  them  in  copyrights  was  to  a 
large  amount : 

That  the  copyright  of  the  before-mentioned*portions 
of  the  first  volume  pi  the  **  Term  Reports,''  and  the 
fourth  and  eighth  volumes  of  **  Taunton's  Reports," 
and  each  and  every  of -the  said  other  volumes  and 
books  before  mentioned,  was  still  subsisting  and  unex- 
pired, and  by  virtue  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament 
in  that  behalf  mentioned,  and  now  in  force,  the  Plain- 
tiffs 
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1888.  tifb  alone  had  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  printing 
and  reprinting  those  several  books ;  and  that  no  consent 
in  writing  or  otherwise  had  been  given  by  them  or  either 
of  them,  authorising  the  Defendants  to  print  or  reprint, 
or  cause  to  be  printed  or  reprinted,  the  before-mentioned 
several  books,  or  any  part  or  parts  of  them,  or  of  any 
of  them: 

That  John  WiUiam  Smith,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  bar- 
rister at  law,  and  Alexander  MarxeU,  of  BeU  Yard,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  bookseller,  had  lately  caused 
to  be  printed,  and  on  the  12th  of  this  present  month  of 
May,  for  the  first  time,  published,  and  had  since  ex- 
posed to  sale  and  sold,  divers  copies  of  a  certain  book, 
intituled  <<  A  Selection  of  Leading  Cases  on  various 
Branches  of  the  Law,  with  Notes,  vol.  li.  part  I.,  by 
John  William  Smith,  Esq,,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Bar- 
rister M  Law : " 

That  the  greater  part  of  the  last-mentioned  book  had 
been  copied  and  pirated  by  the  Defendants,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Plaintiffs,  from  the  several  books  before 
mentioned,  the  copyright  of  which  was  vested  in  the 
Plaintiffs: 

That  tlie  book  so  printed  and  published  by  the  De- 
fendants consisted,  in  the  whole,  of  305  pages,  out  of 
which  182  pages  were  copied  verbatim,  except  a  very  few 
trifling  and  minute  verbal  alterations  in  six  of  the  cases, 
from  parts  of  the  Plaintiffs*  said  several  books ;  and  that 
the  book  contained  twenty-seven  cases,  all  of  which, 
except  three,  were  copied  verbatim,  except  as  before 
mentioned,  from  the  Plaintiffs'  said  several  books : 

That  the  following  parts  of  the  Defendants*  book 
were  copied   verbatim  from  the  works  of  which  the 

copy- 
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copyright  was  vested  in  the  Plaintifis,  viz.,  eight  pages,        18S8. 
containing  the  case  of  Cutter  v.  PtmeU^  from  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Term  Reports ;  six  and  a  half  pages, 
containing  the  case  of  Bickerdike  v.  BoUman^  from  the 
before  mentioned  portion  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Term 
Reports ;  seven  and  a  half  pages,  containing  the  case 
oi  J^ Anson  v.  Stuart^  from  the  before-mentioned  portion 
of  the  first  volume  of  the  Term  Reports ;  eleven  pages, 
containing  the  case  of  Bent  v.  Baker ^  from  the  third 
volume  of  the  Term  Reports ;  sixteen  pages,  containing 
the  case  of  Pa$leys.  Freeman^  from  the  third  volume  of 
the  Term  Reports ;  two  pages,  containing  the  case  of 
Doe  dem.  Migge  v.  Beli,  from  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
TeJ'm  Reports;  one  page,  containing  the  case  of  C/oy- 
ton  v.  Blakeyy  from  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Term 
Reports ;  two  pages,  containing  the  case  of  George  v. 
Clagett^  from  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Term  Reports ; 
seven  pages,  containing  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Hodson^ 
from  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Term  Reports ;  fifteen 
pages,  containing  the  case  of  Elwes  v.  itfaw,  from  the 
third  volume  of  Easfs  Reports ;   twenty-three  pages, 
containing  the  case  of  Horn  v.  Baker^  from  the  ninth 
volume  of  East's  Reports ;  nine  pages,  containing  the 
case  of   Wain  v.   Warlters^  from  the  fifth  volume   of 
East's  Reports;   eight  pages,  containing  the  case   of 
CrodsaU  V.  BolderOf  from  the  ninth  volume  of  Easfs 
Reports ;  seven  pages,  containing  the  case  of  Ease  v. 
Harty  from  the  eighth  volume  of  Taunton^s  Reports ; 
eleven  pages,  containing  the  oase  of  Higham  v.  Midgwaj/j 
from  the  tenth  volume  of  East's  Reports ;  seven  pages, 
containing  the  case  of  Paterson  v.  Gandasequij  from  the 
fifteenth  volume  of  East's  Reports;  seven  pages,  con- 
taining the  case  of  Addison  v.  Gandassequi^  from  the 
fourth   volume  of  Taunto?i^s  Reports ;  ten  pages,  con- 
taining the  case  of  Thomson  v.  Davenport,  from  the 
ninth   volume  of  Bamewall  and   CresswelPs  Reports; 
seven  and  a  half  pages,  containing  the  case  of  Bauer- 
Vol.  III.  3  B  man 
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183S.  man  v.  Badenius.  from  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Term 
Reports ;  two  pages,  containing  the  case  of  Manriot  v. 
Hampton^  from  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Term  Reports; 
six  pages,  containing  the  case  of  Montague  v.  Benedict 
from  the  third  volume  of  BamewaU  and  CressnoelFs  Re* 
ports ;  four  pages,  containing  the  case  of  Seaton  v.  Bene^ 
dtctf  from  the  fifth  volume  of  Bingkam^s  Reports ;  one 
and  a  half  page,  containing  the  case  of  MerryweaiAer 
V.  Nixany  from  the  eighth  vplume  of  the  Term  Reports; 
and  three  pages,  containing  the  cfase  of  Vicars  v.  Wilr 
cocks,  from  the  eighth  volume  ofEas^s  Reports: 

That  the  Defendants  had  sold  great  numbers  of 
copies  of  the  books  so  published  by  them,  and  had,  as 
the  Plaintiffs  believed,  received  considerable  sums  of 
'  money  in  respect  of  such  sales,  and  that  considerable 
sums  of  money  were  now  owing  to  them  in  respect  of 
such  sales  : 

That  the  copyright  of  the  Plaintifis  in  the  several 
works  so  belonging  to  them,  had  been  pirated  and  in* 
fringed  by  the  conduct  of  the  Defendants;  and  the 
publication  and  sale  of  the  book  published  by  the  De- 
fendants, had,  as  the  Plaintiffs  believed,  caused,  and 
was  likely  to  cause,  loss  and  damage  to  the  Plaintifis 
and  to  injure  the  sale  of  their  books,  and  tended  to  de- 
prive the  Plaintifis  of  the  benefit  of  their  copyright,  and 
of  the  profits,  emoluments,  and  advantages  they  would 
otherwise  have  derived,  and  would  hereafter  derive 
therefrom : 

That  in  the  year  1837,  the  Defendants  published  the 
first  volume  of  their  work,  and  that  the  reports  of  the 
cases  contained  in  that  first  volume  were  taken  and 
copied  from  various  books,  the  copyright  of  some  of 
which  belonged  to  the  I^aintifls : 

That 
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That  they  did  not  take  any  means  to  prevent  the  sale  1838. 
of  that  first  volume,  because,  out  of  forty-»two  cases 
contained  in  the  said  first  volume,  only  the  case  of 
Master  v.  Miller,  and  part  of  the  cases  of  Mills  v. 
Aurid  and  Ldckbarr(/a>  v.  Mason,  were  copied  from 
books  of  which  the  PIdntifi*s  have  the  copyright,  and 
the  Plaintiffii  did  not  consider  such  infringement  of  their 
rights  to  be  carried  to  such  an  >  extent  as  to  render  it 
worth  their  while  to  take  any  proceedings  i\\  respect  of 
the  same ;  however,  the  Plaintiffs  never  gave  the  De- 
fendants any  reason  to  believe  or  expect  that  the  Plain- 
tiffs assented  or  would  assent  to  or  acquiesce  in  the 
infringement  of  their  copyright : 

That  the  Defendant,  John  William  Smith,  previously  to 
the  publication  of  the  said  first  volume,  proposed  to  the 
Plaintiffs  to  publish  the  said  work,  and  to  be  interested 
with  him  in  the  profits  thereof,  which  proposal  the 
Plaintifis  declined :  and  that  Smith  stated,  as  a  reason 
why  he  should  prefer  having  the  work  published  by  the 
Plaintiff,  that  he  should  otherwise  be  unable  to  make 
use  of  the  cases  contained  in  reports  published  subse- 
quently to  the  Term  Reports;  and  that  the  Plaintiff, 
Benning,  thereupon  observed  to  Smith,  that  he.  Smith, 
certainly  could  not  take  any  cases  the  copyright  of 
which  belonged  to  the  Plaintiffs : 

That  for  some  time  after  the  first  publication  of  the 
first  part  of  the  second  volume,  and  until  on  or  about 
the  19th  of  ilfoy  18S8,  the  Plaintiffs  were  notawareof  the 
nature  of  the  contents  of  the  second  volume,  but  pre- 
sumed that  it  was  similar  to  the  first  part,  and  did  not 
interfere  with  any  of  the  Plaintiffs'  copyrights,  or  only  in 
a  very  small  and  trivial  degree:  and  that  as  soon  as  they 
were  aware  thai  a  great  part  of  the  second  volume  was 
copied  from  books  the  copyright  of  which  belonged  to 
the  Plainti£&,  they  immediately  complained  of  the  piracy, 

3  B  2  and 
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1838.  and  their  solicitor,  on  their  behalf,  wrote  and  sent  to 
the  Defendant  Marwell  a  letter,  in  the  words  or  to  the 
purport  following: — '^TempUj  21st  May  1838.  Sir, 
Our  clients,  Messrs.  Sawiders  and  Benningj  of  Fhf 
Street^  have  placed  in  our  hands  vol.  II.  part  1.,  of 
*  Smith's  Selection  of  Leading  Cases,'  which  appears 
to  be  published  by  you.  On  their  behalf  we  beg  to 
inform  you  that  the  publication  of  that  work  is  an  in- 
fringement of  and  interference  with  their  rights,  and  we 
shall  forthwith  take  the  necessary  proceedings  against 
you  for  such  infringement,  and  for  the  redress  for  any 
injury  that  may  have  been  occasioned  to  our  clients  by 
such  publication.  Your  obedient  servants,  Milne,  Parry^ 
Milne^  and  Morris.     To  Mr.  Maraoell :  '* 

That  on  the  19th  of  May  they  gave  instructions  for 
proceedings  to  be  taken  in  this  Court  for  relief: 

That  the  Defendants  are,  as  the  Plaintiffs  believe, 
jointly  interested  in  the  book,  entitled,  ^^  A  Selection  of 
Leading  Cases  on  various  Branches  of  the  Law,"  and 
in  the  first  part  of  the  second  volume  thereof;  and  that 
they  intend  to  print  and  publish  a  second  part  of  the 
second  volume,  and  to  print,  in  such  second  part,  divers 
parts  of  books,  the  copyright  of  which  belongs  to  the 
Plaintiffs. 

The  bill  prayed  an  account  of  the  Defendants'  re- 
ceipts in  respect  of  the  first  part  of  the  second  volume 
of  the  ^'  Leading  Cases,**  and  an  injunction  to  restrain  its 
further  sale ;  and  the  delivery  up  of  all  copies  in  the 
Defendants'  hands ;  the  Plaintiffs  waiving  all  penalties. 

The  Defendant  SmitA,  by  his  affidavit,  stated  that  he 
was  the  author  of  the  work  mentioned  in  the  PlaintijG&* 
affidavit. 


That 
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That  his  object  in  composing  the  work  was  explained        18S8. 
in  the  preface  to  the  first  yqlumey  and  the  advertisement 
to  part  1.  of  the  second  volume: 

That  the  composition  of  the  notes  was  by  far  the 
most  laborious  part  of  the  undertaking:  That  before 
the  publication  of  the  first  volume,  the  deponent  sent  for 
the  Plaintiff  Benning,  who  waited  on  the  deponent  at 
his  chambers,  and  the  deponent  then  proposed  to  Ben^ 
ning  that  he  and  his  partner  should  become  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  work,  and  should  pay  the  deponent  a  certain 
sum  of  money  for  the  first  edition,  and  account  to  him 
for  half  the  profits  of  every  subsequent  edition :  That 
the  deponent  on  that  occasion  told  Benning  that  he 
made  him  the  first  offer  of  the  work,  and  that  his  reason 
for  doing  so  was  that,  in  order  to  complete  his  plan,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  take  cases  from  modem  reports, 
the  copyright  of  most  of  which  was,  as  he  believed, 
vested  in  the  Plaintiffs :  That  Benning  requested  time 
to  consider  the  deponent's  offer  and  consult  his  partner 
on  it,  and,  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  came  again  to  the 
deponent  and  declined  it,  but  offered  that  he  and  his 
partner  would  publish  the  work  at  half  profits,  which 
the  deponent  declined : 

That  he  never  offered  the  work  to  the  Plaintiffs  on 
any  other  occasion,  and  that  he  is  sure  that  he  did  not 
express  an  opinion  that  he  should  be  unable  to  make 
use  of  the  cases  contained  in  tlie  reports  published  sub- 
sequently to  the  Term  Reports,  in  case  of  his  not  pub- 
lishing the  said  work  with  the  Plaintifi^,  although  he 
would  have  preferred  that  the  work  should  have  been 
published  by  the  Plaintiffs,  on  account  of  the  necessity 
of  inserting  such  modern  reports : 

That  it  always  was  and  still  is  the  deponent's  in- 
tention  to   confine   the  work   to   two  volumes,   to  be 

3  B  S  completed 
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1838.  second  volume  should  consist  of  about  700  pages ;  and 
that  it  was  not  the  mtention  of  the  Defendant  Smiik  to 
exceed  that  number. 

The  motto  of  the  book  was,  "  It  is  ever  good  to  relie 
upon  the  book  at  large ;  for  many  Compendia  sunt  dur 
pendia  ;  and  melius  est  petere  f antes  quam  sectari  rivuloSf 
I  Inst.  S05.b." 

The  preface   contained    the   following  passage:  — 
*^  The  period  over  which  this  collection  extends  com- 
mences in  the  forty-fourth  Elizabeth^  and  terminates  in 
the  thirty-fourth  George  III.;   Tvn/ne^s  case  being  the 
earliest,  and  IVaagh  v.  Carver  the  latest  case  in  the  vo- 
lume.   The  oldest  reports  made  use  of  are  Lord  CM^s, 
the  most  modern  Henry  Blackstan^s.     It  would  have 
been  impossible  to  carry  the  work  down  to  the  present 
day  without  the  addition  of  another  volume :  this  addi- 
tion will,  however,  be  made,  should  that  which  is  now 
published  be  found  adapted  for  the  purposes  to  which 
it  is  intended  to  be  subservient.'' 

In  a  catalogue  issued  by  the  Plainti£&  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1 838,  the  first  volume  of  the  book  in  question 
appeared  among  the  books  sold  by  them,  with  a  note  in 
these  words,  *^  A  second  volume  is  in  che  press." 

The  Plainti£&  having,  on  the  9th  of  Jwief  moved,  be- 
fore the  Vice-Chancellor,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain 
the  publication  of  the  first  part  of  the  second  volume, 
his  Honor  refused  the  application,  but  gave  the  Plain- 
tifis  leave  to  bring  an  action,  and  liberty  to  all  parties 
to  apply  to  the  Court  as  they  might  be  advised. 

The  motion  was  now  renewed  before  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Jacch^  and  Mr.  James  Russell^  in  support  of  the        1838. 
motion. 

In  a  volume  of  Law  Reports,  the  report  of  each 
case  is  an  entire  thing;  not  necessarily  or  generally 
connected  with  the  reports  of  other  cases  which  precede 
or  follow  it ;  and  it  might  be,  and  sometimes  is,  published 
alone,  as  a  separate  pamphlet ;  as,  for  instance,  the  report 
of  the  case  of  Cholmandeley  v.  Clinton*  It  is  understood 
that  the  Vice-Chancellor's  judgment  was  mainly  in- 
fluenced by  the  decision  which  it  was  represented  to  his 
Honor  that  your  Lordship  had  pronounced  in  the  case 
o{  Bramwelly.  Halcomb  (a),  in  which  it  was  said  to'have 
been  determined  by  your  Lordship  that  the  Plaintiff 
was  not  entitled  to  an  injunction,  because  the  quantity 
of  his  work  which  the  Defendant  had  taken  bore  but  a 
small  proportion  to  the  whole :  but  a  grave  question  in 
that  case  was,  whether  Mr.  Bramvoell^  the  Plaintiff,  had 
any  copyright  at  all  in  those  parts  of  his  book  which 
the  Defendant  was  said  to  have  copied,  the  Plaintiff's 
book  being  a  mere  compilation.  In  the  present  case, 
however,  the  Plaintiffs'  copyright  is  fully  admitted,  as 
is  the  piracy  also ;  but  then  the  justification  attempted 
to  be  set  up  is,  that  the  Defendant's  book  will  be  very 
useful ;  as  if  it  could  be  tolerated  that  an  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  property  should  be  justified  by  such  an 
allegation  as  that. 

In  this  case,  moreover,  the  quantity  of  the  Plaintiffs' 
matter  which  has  been  copied  by  the  Defendants  is  very 
great,  and  that  is  a  circumstance  material,  as  showing 
that  the  case  is  unequivocally  one  of  piracy.  It  is  said, 
indeed,  that  each  of  the  Plaintiffs'  books  consists  of  many 
volumes,  and  that  the  cases  copied  by  the  Defendants 

from 

(a)  See  the  next  case. 
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1838.  from  any  such  book  are  very  few  in  proportion  to  the 
number  reported  in  all  the  volumes  of  which  the  book 
consists.  Lord  Eldofi^s  doctrine,  however,  in  Mawman 
V.  Tegg  {a)  entirely  displaces  any  such  argument,  for 
his  Lordship  states,  again  and  again,  that,  with  respect 
to  the  piracy  of  a  part  of  a  work,  the  Court  interferes  as 
in  the  case  of  a  piracy  of  the  whole.  Then^  it  is  said, 
that  the  Defendant's  work  is  only  an  institutional  book, 
for  the  use  of  students,  and  will  not  interfere  with  the 
sale  of  the  reports.  This,  however,  is  not  so,  for  the  notes 
would  not  be  intelligible  to  students ;  and  it  is  clear  that 
it  is  intended  that  the  cases  themselves  shall  be  read  in 
the  Defendants'  book,  and  that  that  book  shall  form  a 
substitute  for  the  reports ;  but,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  intention,  such  will  be  the  result.  If  one  man  may 
reprint  some  cases,  or  even  one  case  in  one  book, 
another  man  may  reprint  other  cases  or  another  case 
in  another  book ;  and  thus  the  whole  contents  of  every 
one  of  the  books  to  which  the  Plaintiffs'  copyright  ex- 
tends may  be  pirated ;  Whittingham  v.  Wooler  (6), 
Wilkins  v.  Aikin.  {c) 

It  will  be  said  that  the  Plaintiffs  have,  by  neglecting  to 

take  steps  to  restrain  the  publication  and  sale  of  the  first 

volume,  induced  the  Defendants  to  persevere  in  their 

undertaking  and  to  publish  the  second ;  but  neither  of 

the  Defendants  swears  that  he  was  induced  to  go  on  by 

any  thing  the  Plaintiffs  did  or  omitted  to  do ;  nor  does 

either  of  the  Defendants  swear  even  to  his  belief  of  the 

legality  of  what  they  have  been  doing.     Besides,  the 

quantity  taken  from  the  Plaintiffs'  books  for  the  first 

volume  was  too  small  to  be  worth  complaint,  and  the 

Plaintiffs  could  not  know  what  the  contents  of  the 

second  volume  would  be. 

Mr. 

(a)  2  Ruu,  365. ;  see  p.  390.  (c)  17  Fes.  4S3. 

(b)  2  SwansL  428. 
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Mr.  Wigram^  Mr.  Willcockj  and  Mr.  Warren^  contrd.         1888. 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that  a  writer  is  entitled  to 
copy,  in  extensor  parts  of  a  previous  work.  Mr.  Chitty^ 
in  his  work  on  Bills,  has  collected  all  the  cases  on  the 
subject  of  bills,  and  printed  them  at  full  length,  and 
they  fill  one  entire  volume.  In  that  case,  if  a  bill  had 
been  filed,  two  questions  might  have  been  made; 
first,  whether  the  book  was  not  substantially  a  new 
and  original  work;  and,  secondly,  whether  it  was  a 
piratically  intended  use  of  the  Plaintiff's  book.  So,  Mr. 
Tidd  Pratt  has  published,  in  his  books,  reprints  of  cases 
on  the  Poor  Laws,  the  Bankrupt  Laws,  and  so  forth. 
So,  HarrisorCs  Digest  contains  16,000  marginal  notes, 
in  which  there  is  as  much  copyright  as  in  the  bodies  of 
the  cases,  and  each  of  which  has  cost  the  reporter  con- 
siderable care  and  pains.  The  result  of  the  decisions 
upon  questions  of  infringement  of  copyright  is,  that  the 
Court  has  felt  itself  bound  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place, 
is  the  work  new  and  original?  and,  secondly  (as  in 
Mawman  v.  Tegg  {a) ),  is  it  published  with  a  piratical 
intent?  but  the  Court  has  in  no  case  granted  an  in- 
junction, unless  there  has  been  what  is  actually,  in  law,  a 
piracy ;  and  in  no  case  of  actual  piracy  has  the  Court 
failed  to  ask,  can  this  work  become  a  substitute  for 
the  old  one?  and,  if  the  question  has  been  satisfactorily 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  the  work  has  been  new  and 
original,  the  injunction  has  been  invariably  refused. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  Court  grants  injunctions 
in  cases  of  this  sort  is  the  same  as  that  upon  which  it 
decrees  specific  performance  of  contracts;  viz.,  because  it 
cannotgivethe  Plaintiff  compensation  in  damages;  but  the 
objection  to  the  injunction  in  this  case  is,  that  the  Court, 
by  granting  it,  would  be  giving  the  Plaintiffs  the  largest 

possible 

(a)  2  Huu.  585. 
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1888.  possible  damages  to  which  they  can  be  entitled,  and  yet 
the  damage  may  be  so  minute  that  it  is  impossible  to 
appreciate  it,  and  that,  too,  in  a  case,  like  the  present,  in 
which  the  Defendant  has  been  led  into  enormous  ex- 
pense with  the  connivance  of  the  Plaintiff;  for,  in  Messrs. 
Saunders  and  Bennin^s  Catalogue  of  Law  Books  sold 
by  them,  which  was  issued  at  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
appears  the  first  volume  of  Smith's  Leading  CaseSy  with 
a  notice  that  a  second  volume  is  in  the  press. 

The  work  in  question  is,  substantially,  any  thing  bat 
a  piracy :  for  the  substantial  part  of  it  consists  of  the 
treatises  on  the  law  which  are  contained  in  the  notes. 

The  Term  Reports^  Easfs  Reports^  Tauntoris  Beports^ 
BamewaU  and  CresswelPs  Reports^  and  Bingham^s  Be- 
ports  may  be  termed  five  works,  containing  fifty-two 
volumes  and  39,198  pages:  from  the  Term  Beports 
twelve  cases  have  been  taken,  or  one  and  a  half  per 
volume;  from  East^  seven  cases,  which  is  less  than  half 
a  case  per  volume;  from  Taunton  two  cases,  bdng  a 
quarter  of  a  case  per  volume ;  from  BamewaU  and  CresS' 
'well  two  cases,  being  one  fifth  of  a  case  per  volume ; 
from  Bingham^  one  case,  being  one  tenth  of  a  case  per 
volume.  The  whole  amount  borrowed  extends  over 
128  of  the  Plaintiffs'  pages,  and  190  of  the  Defendants', 
and,  of  the  15,340  cases,  the  Defendants  have  published 
twenty-four. 

With  reference  to  the  argument  that  each  case  is  a 
separate  work,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  words  in 
the  Copyright  Act  are  "  book  or  books;"  and  when  a 
person  takes  in  law  reports,  it  is  with  a  tacit  promise,  on 
the  part  of  the  booksellers,  that  he  shall  have  an  histo- 
rical account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court 

As 
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As  to  the  argument,  that  different  persons  might  take 
different  parts  of  a  book,  and  thus  the  whole  be  pirated, 
it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say  that  a  person  might  buy 
up  sets  of  sermons,  until  he  had  got  the  whole  of  the 
Scriptures,  or,  at  all  events,  the  leading  parts  of  the 
Scriptures. 

Bxmorth  v.  Wilkes  (a),  Cary  v.  Ksarsley  {})\  Whitting- 
ham  V.  fVooyr  {c),  Dodsley  v.  Kinnerslet/  (d),  Totison  v. 
Walker  {e)j  Wilkim  v.  Aikin  (g),  Mawman  v.  Tegg  (A), 
Bramwell  v.  Halcomb  (i),  and  The  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  v.  Payne  {k\  were  cited. 


1838. 


Mr.  Jacob,  in  reply. 

The  Defendant  Maawell,  in  his  affidavit,  says,  that 
the  proceeding,  adopted  in  the  compilation  of  this  book 
is  according  to  usage  and  custom;  but  what  usage^and 
custom  is  there  such  as  this,  among  law  writers  ?  Be* 
sides,  the  preface  to  the  book  states  that  the  plan  is  en- 
tirely new.  Certainly  it  is,  and  the  book  may  be^  as 
the  other  side  contend,  a  very  useful  book ;  but  the  more 
useful  and  saleable  it  is,  the  more  injury  it  does  to 
the  Plaintiffs.  The  cases  mentioned,  in  which  authors 
have  copied  reports  of  cases  into  their  works  on  the 
subjects  to  which  the  cases  relate,  cannot  apply ;  for  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  authors  did  not  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  proprietors  of  the  copyrights ;  but,  if  they 
*  did  not,  the  Court  will  not  suffer  the  law  to  be  violated 
in  this  instance,  because  it  may  have  been  violated  with 
impunity  in  two  or  three  other  instances. 


(a)  1  Campb.  94. 
{^b)  4Esp.  168. 

(c)  2  Swanst.  4S8.  n. 

(d)  Ambler,  405. 

(e)  3  Sufan,  673. 


(g)  17  r«.482. 
(A)  2  Buss.  385. 

{k)  A£ingh.S40. 


The 
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CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 
The  Lord  Chancellor. 

.  I  have  looked  through  the  affidavits,  and  the  authori- 
ties which  have  been  referred  to,  and  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  Vice-Chancellor  came  to  the  right  con- 
clusion, and  that  his  order  ought  to  be  supported  ;  and 
I  have  formed  that  opinion  upon  grounds  which  make 
it  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  the  question  of 
law,  which  has  been  discussed  at  the  bar. 

This  Court  exercises  its  jurisdiction,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  upon  legal  rights,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
better  enforcing  l^al   rights,  or   preventing  mischief 
until  they  have  been  ascertained.     In  all  cases  of  in- 
junctions in  aid  of  legal  rights — whether  it  be  copyright, 
patent  right,  or  some  other  description  of  legal  right 
which  comes  before  the  Court — the  office  of  the  Court  is 
consequent  upon  the  legal  right ;  and  it  generally  bap- 
pens  that  the  only  question  the  Court  has  to  consider  is, 
whether  the  case  is  so  clear  and  so  free  from  objection 
upon  the  grounds  of  equitable  consideration,  that  the 
Court  ought  to  interfere  by  injunction,  without  a  pre- 
vious trial  at  law,  or  whether  it  ought  to  wait  till  the  legal 
title  has  been  established.  That  distinction  depends  upon 
a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  and  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  lay  down  any  general  rule  upon  the  subject, 
by  which  the  discretion  of  the  Court  ought  in  all  cases 
to  be  regulated. 

In  this  case,  I  find  the  publication  complained  of  to 
be  of  a  character  which,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  an 
infringement  of  the  copyright  of  the  Plaintiffs,  is  a 
course  of  proceeding  which  has  been  pretty  largely  ad- 
mitted, and  pretty  generally  adopted.  Several  cases 
occurred  to  me,  and  several  were  mentioned  to  me  at 
the  bar,  in  which  a  gentleqian  at  the  bar,  desirous  of 

publish- 
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Saukderb 


publishing  a  work  upon  a  particular  subject,  has  col-        16S8. 
lected  the  cases  upon  that  subject,  and  has  taken  those 
cases,  generally  speaking,  verbatim,  from  reports  which  9. 

are  covered  by  copyright.  No  instance  has  been  repre-  Smith. 
sented  to  me  in  which  those  entitled  to  the  copy- 
right have  interfered ;  no  judgment,  therefore,  has  been 
pronounced  upon  that  subject.  I  am  not  stating  whe- 
ther the  owner  of  the  copyright  is  entitled  to  interfere 
in  such  a  case,  or  whether  that  use  of  published  reports 
is  or  is  not  to  be  permitted.  That  is  a  question  of  legal 
right,  upon  which  I  find,  at  present,  no  reason  for 
coming  to  an  adjudication.  But,  in  considering  whether 
I  am  to  exercise  an  equitable  jurisdiction  in  such  a  case, 
before  the  legal  right  has  been  established,  it  is  very 
important  to  observe,  that,  for  many  years,  such  a  course 
as  I  have  stated  has  been  pretty  generally  adopted; 
more  particularly,  when  I  find  that  these  Plaintifis  have 
themselves  acquiesced  in  a  similar  course  of  proceeding. 
In  a  book  which  was  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the 
argument,  I  mean  Chitiy  on  Bills,  I  don't  know  whe- 
ther all  the  cases  are  printed  verbatim,  but  certainly 
many  cases  are  printed,  verbatim,  from  the  published 
reports,  of  which  the  Plaintiffs  have  the  copyright. 
Whether  that  was  a  matter  of  indulgence  or  not,  it 
could  not  have  been  a  matter  of  arrangement;  for  I  put 
that  to  the  learned  counsel  at  the  time,  who  had  the 
opportunity  of  satisfying  themselves  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  so.  I  repeat,  that  I  state  this  case,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  proceeding  I  have  stated 
interfered  with  the  legal  right,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  whether  I  ought  to  exercise  jurisdiction  by 
injunction  before  that  legal  right  is  established. 

The  case,  however,  may  be  carried  very  much  far* 
ther ;  for  I  find,  in  the  dealings  of  the  Plaintifis  in  this 
case,  what  amounts  to  that  species  of  conduct  which 

prevents, 
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]S38.  prevents,  in  this  stage  of  the  cause  at  least,  the  inter- 

r^**^^^^  position  of  this  Court 

Sa  cinders  '^ 


V. 


Smith.  Before  I  observe  upon  these  facts,   I  will  refer  to 

what  Lord  Eldan  said  in  BundeU  v.  Murray  (a),  a  case 
certainly  very  much  stronger  than  the  present,  but  in 
which  Lord  EXdon  lays  down  the  rule  which  ought  to 
regulate  the  discretion  of  the  Court  in  cases  of  this  sort 
The  owner,  or  the  party  who  asserted  the  copyright, 
had  permitted  Mr.  Murray  to  publish  the  work,  which, 
after  a  certain  time,  turned  out  to  be  productive ;  and, 
fourteen  years  having  elapsed  since  the  transaction  took 
place,  the  PlaiutifT  was  desirous  of  reasserting  her  tide 
to  the  copyright,  and  gave  notice  to  Mn  Murray^  not 
to  publish  after  that  time,  as  she  herself  was  desirous  of 
publishing.  Lord  Eldon  refused  the  injunction  for 
which  she  applied,  and,  after  commenting  upon  the 
case,  said,  *^  There  has  often  been  great  difficulty  about 
granting  injunctions  where  the  Plaintiff  has  previously, 
by  acquiescing,  permitted  many  others  to  publish  the 
work;  where  ten  have  been  allowed  to  publish,  the 
Court  will  not  restrain  the  eleventh.  A  court  of  equity 
frequently  refuses  an  injunction  where  it  acknowledges 
a  right,  when  the  conduct  of  the  party  complaining  has 
led  to  the  state  of  things  that  occasions  the  application ; 
and,  therefore,  without  saying  with  whom  the  right  is, 
whether  it  is  in  this  lady,  or  whether  it  is  concurrently 
in  both,  I  xhink  it  is  a  case  in  which  strict  law  only 
ought  to  govern."  (6)  Lord  Eidon  there  lays  it  down, 
that  not  only  conduct  with  the  party  with  whom  the 
contest  exists,  but  conduct  with  others  may  influence 
the  Court  in  the  exercise  of  its  equitable  jurisdiction 
by  injunction.  Now,  here,  I  find  permission,  whether 
express  or  implied,  given  to  others. 

I  now 

(a)  Jacobs  311.  (A)  Jacch^  316. 
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I  now  proceed  to  advert  to  the  particular  facts  ap-  1888. 
pearing  in  this  case ;  and  here,  unfortunately^  there  is 
some  discrepancy  in  the  statements  made  in  the  affi- 
davits ^  but  there  are  some  facts  unquestionably  clear 
from  all  doubt.  What  is  stated  in  the  preface  to  the 
first  volume  appears  to  me  to  afford  me  a  very  safe 
guide  as  to  what  parts  of  the  affidavits  to  follow.  It  is 
to  be  understood  that  I  assume  that  the  Plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  the  copyright  which  th^  assert. 

[His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  read  the  statement 
contained  in  the  Plaintiffs'  affidavit,  as  to  what  passed 
between  Mr.  Benning  and  Mr.  Smiih  before  the  pub- 
lication of  the  first  volume.] 

From  the  number  of  the  modern  reports^  of  which 
the  Plaintiffs  have  the  copyright,  dt  was  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  Mr.  Smith  could  not  publish  his  book  without 
using  some  of  the  reports  of  which  the  Plaintiffs  had 
the  copyright.  The  Plaintiffs  say,  that  Mr.  Smith  stated 
reasons  why  he  should  'prefer  that  they  should  publish 
his  book;  but  they  do  not  represent  him  as  asking  a 
permission,  without  which  he  could  not  carry  on  his 
undertaking. 

Now,  the  fact  is,  that  the  first  volume  was  published 
in  March  1837 :  and  In  the  preface  I  find  this  announce- 
ment: ^^  The  period  over  which  this  collection  extends, 
commences  in  the  44*  Elizabeth^  and  terminates  in  the 
34  G.  3.,  Twyn^s  case  being  the  earliest,  and  tVaugh 
v.  Carver  the  latest  case  in  the  volume.  The  oldest 
reports  made  use  of  are  Lord  Coke's ;  the  most  modern 
Henry  Blackstane^s.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to 
carry  the  work  down  to  the  present  day,  without  the 
addition  of  another  volume:  this  addition  will  here- 
after be  made,  should  that  which  is  now  published  be 

Vol.  IIL  3  C  found 
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1838.  found  adapted  for  the  purposes  to  wbich  it  is  intended 
to  be  subservient"  Here  is»  therefore,  a  statement  by 
Mr.  Smiikf  in  March  ISST,  that  if  the  first  Tolmne  soo* 
ceedsy  there  is  an  intention  of  carrying  it  down  by  the 
addition  of  another  volume*  That  is  made  after  a  sup* 
posed  conversation  between  one  of  the  PlaiDtiffs  and 
the  Defendant  Mr.  Smithy  in  which  the  latter  was  in- 
formed that  he  could  not  take  any  cases,  the  copyright 
of  which  belonged  to  the  Piaintifis.  This  pre&ce,  how* 
ever,  was  a  notice  not  only  to  the  Plaintil^,  but  also  to 
those  by  whom  this  application  is  made,  that  he  in- 
tended to  do  it 

Then  Mr.  Smiiht  by  his  affidavit,  makes  a  statement 
of  what  passed  between  him  and  the  Plaintiff  Mr.  Ben* 
ning.  [His  Lordship  read  the  aflSdavitO  This  state- 
ment is  quite  consistent  with  one  passage  in  the  Plain* 
tifis'  affidavit,  in  which  Mr.  Smith  is  stated  to  have  said 
thatheshould  prefer  dealing  with  the  Plainti£;and  it  was 
very  natural,  that,  as  he  was  using  the  PlaintiCb*  property 
•—whether  he  had  a  right  to  use  it  or  not  —  he  should 
prefer  dealing  with  them.  Mr.  Smith  positively  denies 
that  which  the  Piaintifis  impute  to  him,  namely,  that  he 
expressed  an  opinion  that  he  should  be  unable  to  make 
use  of  the  cases  contained  in  the  reports  published  sub- 
sequently to  the  Term  Reports,  in  case  of  his  not  pub- 
lishing his  work  with  the  Piaintifis ;  but  he  leaves  un- 
touched the  passage  in  the  Plaintiffs'  afiidovit,  which 
states  that  Mr.  Benning  observed  to  him,  *<  that  he 
certainly  could  not  take  any  cases,  the  copyright  of 
which  belonged  to  the  Piaintifis.'*  I  can  come  to  no 
conclusion  as  to  that  which  is  said  to  have  been  so 
stated  to  him ;  but  I  have  the  concurrence  of  both  affi- 
davits as  to  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Smith.  Then  I 
have  the  preface  to  the  Defendant's  book,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  upon  the  result  of  these  two  affidavits,  that  it 

was 
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was  known  to  the  Plaintiffs,  before  the  first  volume  was  18S8. 
published -'^  and,  indeed^  they  acknowledge  that  they 
knew -^  that  the  first  volume  did  contain  some  cases 
taken  from  their  books,  and  that  it  was  intended  to 
carry  on  the  work  to  a  more  recent  time ;  and  when  the 
work  is  publbhed,  they  have  a  distinct  statement,  on 
Mu  Smithes  part,  that  he  intends  to  do  sa 

I  do  not  find,  in  either  affidavit,  any  statement  of  an 
intention,  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiffs,  to  apply  for  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  the  publication  Or  sale  of  the  first 
volume.  The  reason  which  has  been  stated  at  the  b^r, 
namely,  that  the  injury  was  too  small  to  make  it  worth 
while  to  interfere,  may  be  an  explanation  of  that  cir- 
cumstance; but  yet  that  is  not  exactly  the  view  the 
Plaintiffs  must  have  taken  of  the  case ;  ibr,  according  to 
what  was  stated  in  the  preface  to  the  first  volume,  and 
according  to  what  was  communicated  to  them  by  Mr. 
Smithy  they  knew  that  the  first  volume  was  merely  the 
commencement  of  the  plan,  and  that  it  was  intended  to 
bring  it  down  to  more  modem  times,  in  the  reports  of 
which  the  Plaintiffs  were  more  immediately  interested. 
They  do  not  complain,  however ;  and  there  is  nothing 
before  me  to  shew  that  they  interfered,  after  the  publi- 
cation of  the  first  volume,  to  caution  Mr.  Smith  against 
interfering  with  their  rights.  On  the  contrary,  I  find, 
by  an  affidavit  made  by  Mr.  Masnvell^  a  statement  of  a 
communication  between  himself  and  one  of  the  Plain- 
tiffs, after  the  publication  of  the  first  volume,  and  which 
is  not  met  by  any  affidavit  of  the  Plaintifi&  in  reply. 
Mr.  Maaswellj  in  his  affidavit,  which  was  sworn  on  the 
31st  of  Mqyy  says  that  "  two  or  three  months  ago"  he 
**  mentioned  to  the  said  Plaintiff,  fViUiam  Benningf  that 
he  understood  that  the  Plaintiffs  were  desirous  of  having 
a  share  in  ^  Smith's  Leading  Cases,*  and  that  the  depo^ 
nent  was  willing  to  grant  the  same,  provided  that  they 
3  C  2  would 
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1838.  would  give  him  a  proportionate  share  in  .^  Smithes  Cora* 
mercial  Law  *  in  exchange ;  and  though  the  said  Plain* 
tiff,  William  Betmingj  stated  his  partner  would  not 
accede  to  such  a  proposition,  he  made  no  complaint  or 
observation  to  the  deponent  as  to  the  publication  of 
*  Smith's  Leading  Cases'  in  any  way  interfering  with 
any  copyright  of  the  said  Plaintiff.'' 

Now  this  communication  took  place  when  the  first 
volume  had  been  published  eleven  months,  and  after  the 
first  part  of  the  second  volume  had  not  only  been 
announced,  but  had  been  included  in  a  catalogue  pub- 
lished by  the  Plaintiffs  themselves.  Can  it  be  supposed 
that  their  attention  was  not  drawn  to  the  fact,  not  only 
of  what  had  been  done,  but  of  what  Mr.  Smith  had 
announced  his  intention  of  doing  ? 

Now,  when  I  look  at  this  book — I  am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  it  to  give  an  opinion  upon  its  merits  — 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  opinions  expressed  by 
others  who  have  had  more  opportunities  of  examining 
it,  are  deserved  —  when  I  look  at  this  book,  I  see  that 
it  is  a  work  of  very  great  labour,  and  I  find  the  prin* 
ciple  is  to  take,  first,  the  marginal  note,  sometimes  with 
some  alteration,  and  then  to  take  the  leading  case,  as  a 
principle,  and  then,  by  very  voluminous  and  obviously 
laborious  notes,  to  work  out  the  principle.  It  is  dear, 
therefore,  that  the  work  is  one  of  great  labour,  and  that 
this  was  evident  from  the  first  volume ;  and  I  find  that 
the  Plaintiffs  were  informed,  in  March  1837,  of  an  in- 
tention to  deal  with  the  existing  reports  in  the  manner 
now  complained  of.  I  find  the  first  volume  published, 
announcing  the  intention  of  going  on  with  the  same 
plan,  which  necessarily  would  run  over  the  period  to 
which  the  copyrights  of  the  Plaintiffs  relate,  and  that 
no  remonsti'ance  is  made  to  Mr.  Smith  upon  the  nature 

of 
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of  the  work,  but  he  is  permitted  to  go  on  with  this 
laborious  undertaking  until  the  period  at  which  the  first 
part  of  the  second  volume  is  published.  In  the  mean 
time,  there  was  a  communication  between  the  Plaintiffs 
and  Mr.  Maxwell^  who  was  interested  in  the  publication 
of  the  work,  and  who  has  as  much  right  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Court  as  Mr.  Smith  ;  and,  in  the  proposal 
which  he  makes  to  the  Plaintiffs,  he  deals  with  the  work 
as  property  he  is  entitled  to  deal  with,  wishing  to  make 
it  the  subject  of  arrangement  between  himself  and  the 
Plaintiffs;  and  I  do  not  find  that  this  leads  to  any 
caution  or  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintifis  as 
to  that  course  which  Mr.  Smith  had  pursued  in  part, 
and  which  the  Plaintiffs  must  have  been  fully  aware 
that  he  intended  to  pmrsue  farther. 

I  do  not  give  any  opinion  upon  the  legal  question. 
I  am  only  to  decide  whether  the  Plaintiffs  are  entitled, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  the  interposition  of  the 
Court  to  protect  their  legal  right,  when  that  legal  right 
has  not  yet  been  established.  But  I  assume  the  exist- 
ence of  the  legal  right,  and  I  say,  that  whatever  legal 
right  the  Plaintiffs  may  have,  the  circumstances  are  such 
as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  a  Court  of  Equity  to  withhold 
its  hand,  and  to  abstain  from  exercising  its  equitable 
jurisdiction,  at  all  events  until  the  Plaintiffs  shall  come 
here  with  the  legal  title  established. 

In  doing  this,  I  am  only  doing  what  Lord  Eldon  did 
in  BundeU  v.  Murray  (a),  and  what  is  very  generally 
done  upon  questions  of  patent  right.  The  Court  always 
exercises  its  discretion  as  to  whether  it  shall  interfere 
by  injunction  before  the  establishment  of  tlie  legal 
right. 

I  am 

(a)  «/a£o6,  511. 
3  C  3 
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1838.  I  am  quite  dear  that  the  Vice-Chancellor  was  right, 

and  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  interfere  by 
injunction  in  this  case — at  all  events  in  the  preset 
stage  of  the  cause -^  and  therefore  I  must  refiase  this 
motion  with  costSk 

Before  I  dismiss  the  aufaject,  however,  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  with  respect  to  a  case  which  appears  to  have 
been  relied  upon  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  in  his  judg' 
ment,  and  which  has  not  been  reported,  {a}  It  is  quite 
clear  that  his  Honor  had  not  any  accurate  information 
with  respect  to  the  result  of  that  ease ;  for  he  supposed, 
from  the  representations  made  to  him,  thai  I  had 
decided  it  upon  a  calculatbn  of  the  quantity  of  the 
Haintiffls  book  which  had  been  taken  by  the  De- 
fendant. In  the  first  place,  I  never  decided  that  case 
at  all;  for  it  went  o£F  upon  an  arrangement  between  the 
parties.  Mr.  Halcamb  pressed  that  the  injnnctioB  should 
be  dissolved,  and  that  a  particular  inquiry,  which  eould 
only  be  directed  by  the  consent  of  the  parties,  should 
be  ordered ;  and,  upon  that,  the  injunction  was  dissolved* 
Then  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  an  assignment  of 
the  copyright,  which  brought  other  parties  into  the 
field,  and,  of  course,  nothing  could  be  done  finally  to 
dispose  of  the  case,  and  it  stood  over,  and  was  never 
brought  on  i^n.  I  understand  that  it  fell  to  the 
ground  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr»  Bramwdl 
in  the  mean  time* 

So  fitr,  however^  from  considering  that  the  <piestioi» 
turned  upon  a  mere  measure  of  quantity,  I  find,  from  a 
note  with  which  Mr.  Cra^  has  furnished  me,  that  I 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  argument,.  **^  When  it  come» 
to  a  question  of  quantity  it  must  be  very  vague.     One 

writer 
(a)  See  now  p.  757.  wfrik 
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writer  might  take  all  the  vital  part  of  another's  book,  1888. 
though  it  might  be  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  book 
in  quantity.  It  is  not  only  quantity,  but  value  that  is 
always  looked  to.  It  is  useless  to  refer  to  any  particular 
cases  as  to  quantity."  Now  there  could  hardly  be 
anything  less  likely  to  lay  down  a  rule  as  to  quantity. 
Indeed,  quite  the  reverse ;  and  yet  that  is  all  which 
appears  to  have  been  said  by  me  upon  the  question 
of  quantity.  There  was  no  judgment  at  all,  however, 
upon  the  general  question  of  law;  and  the  course  I 
adopted  in  that  case  is  exactly  the  course  which  I  adopt 
now,  and  proceeded  upon  the  same  principle ;  namely, 
that  the  injunction  would  be  an  extreme  hardship  upon 
the  Defendant,  as  compared  with  the  hardship  the 
Plaintiff  would  sustain,  by  being  put,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, at  all  events,  to  establish  his  tide  at  law. 

Motion  refused,  with  costs. 


BRAMWELL  i;.  HALCOMB.  issa. 

THE  Plaintiff  was  the  author  of  a  Treatise  upon  the  The  question 
Manner  of  Proceeding  on  Bills  in  the  House  of  autS/'hM  "* 
Commons,  and  the  Defendant  Halcomb  was  the  author  of  made  a  pi- 
a  Practical  Treatise  on  passing  Private  Bills  through  both  another's 

Houses  of  Parliament.    The  bill  was  filed  for  an  injunc-  ^^^^  <lo« 

"*  notnecesaanly 

tion  to  restrain  the  publication  of  the  Defendant's  book,  depend  upon 

upon  the  alleged  ground  that  it  contained  very  numerous  of  ti?^woric 

passages  copied  from  the  Plaintifi^s  work.  which  he  has 

rpi      quoted  or  in- 

^ne  troducedin 

his  own  book. 

Where  there  u  any  doubt  as  to  the  exclusive  legal  title  of  a  party  claiming  an 

injunction  in  aid  of  that  legal  title,  the  Court  will  not  exercise  jurisdiction  without 

giving  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  l^gal  title  by  proceedings  at  law. 

SC  4 
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1836.  The  Solicitor-General  and  Mr.  Halcombj  for  the  De- 

^^^^^"^    fendant,  moved  to  dissolve  the  injunction  which  had  been 
Beamwell  ^  •' 

V.  granted  by  the  Vice-ChanoeUor. 

Halcomb. 

Mr.  Sittart  supported  the  injunction 

The  following  cases  were  cited  and  commented  upon 
on  one  side  or  other ;  viz.  Miller  v.  Taylor  (a),  Cary  v. 
KearsUy  (i),  Botworth  v.  Wilkes  (c),  Longman  v.  Win- 
Chester  (d),  Willim  v.  Aikin  (^ ),  Mawman  v.  Tegg.  (g) 

Mr.  Stuart  contended,  amongst  other  things,  that  the 
quantity  of  Mr.  BrarnxoelTs  book,  which  had  been 
quoted  by  Mr.  Halcomb^  would  be  an  unfair  quantity, 
even  if  Mr.  Halcomb  had  avowed  that  he  took  it  from 
Mr.  BramweU;  and  he  referred  to  Mawman  v.  Tegg*  {jk) 

The  Lord  Chancellor* 

'  When  it  comes  to  a  question  of  quantity,  it  must  be 
very  vague.  One  writer  might  take  all  the  vital  part  of 
another's  book,  though  it  might  be  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  book  in  quantity.  It  is  not  only  quandty 
but  value  that  is  always  looked  to.  It  is  useless  to  refer 
to  any  particular  cases  as  to  quantity. 

In  my  view  of  the  law.  Lord  Eldon,  in  WUkins  v. 
Aikin  (i),  put  the  questk)n  on  a  most  proper  footing* 
He  says  ^^  The  question  upon  the  whole  is,  whether  this 
is  a  legitimate  use  of  the  PlamtiiF's  publication,  in  the 
fair  exercise  of  a  mental  operation,  deserving  the  cba-. 
racter  of  an  original  work.'^ 


At 


{a)  4  Bnrr.2305.  (t)  17  F«.422, 

ifi)  4  Etp.  168.  ig)  2  Ruti.  585. 

(c)  1  Camp,  94  (&)  2  Rutt.  385. 

(rf)  16  Vet.  269.  (i)   17  Ves,  422. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  Solicitor-GeneraVs  reply,  1836. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said: 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  case  in  which 
I  ought  not  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court, 
without  giving  the  parties  an  opportunity  of  trying  their 
rights  at  law ;  for,  where  any  doubt  exists  as  to  the  right 
of  the  parties,  if  the  Court  were  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
without  giving  an  opportunity  of  trial  at  law,  there 
would  be  different  law  in  this  Court  and  in  the  courts  of 
la>v  upon  the  subject  The  proceeding  here  is  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  making  effectual  the  legal  right,  as 
Lord  Eldon  says  in  Wilkins  v.  Aikin.  (a)  Where  any 
doubt  exists  as  to  the  legal  right,  it  is  very  proper  to  be 
tried.  The  only  question  is,  whether,  in  the  meantime, 
the  injunction  is  to  be  continued,  or  whether  it  is  to  be 
dissolved,,on  the  undertaking,  which  the  Defendant  has 
offered,  of  keeping  an  account.  It  is  obvious  that  it  is 
the  interest  of  both  parties  that  the  injunction  should  be 
dissolved,  for  if,  in  consequence  of  piracy,  the  Defendant 
is,  in  fact,  selling  the  Plaintiff's  work,  the  Plaintiff  will 
have  the  profits  of  l\^  publication ;  but  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, no  piracy  has  been  committed,  a  very  great  hard- 
ship is  inflicted  upon  the  Defendant ;  and,  on  that  sup- 
position, he  has  already  experienced  a  severe  hardship, 
because  the  injunction  has  prevented  the  sale  of  his 
book  during  the  season.  If  Mr.  Stuart  thinks  it  proper 
to  press  for  the  continuance  of  the  injunction,  I  most 
look  through  the  passages  in  the  respective  books. 

Mr.  Stuart. 

We  should  not  merely  have  the  profits  of  the  sale 
in  the  meantime,  but  we  should  be  indemnified  for  the 

loss 

(fl)  17  r«.422. 
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1886.  loss  which  we  may  sustain  bj  reason  of  the  sale  of  the 
Defendant's  book  preventing  the  sale  of  our  book  in  the 
meantime.  If  the  Master  would  estimate  what  loss  we 
had  sustained,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  Lord  Chanceixor. 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  you  succeed,  it  shouM  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Master  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  damage. 

Mr*  Stuart. 

If  the  Master,  in  estimating  the  intermediate  profits, 
gives  us  not  only  our  share,  but  also  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  the  sale  of  our  book,  by  reason  of  the  sale 
of  the  Defendant's  book,  that  would  be  fair. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

If  you  agree  that  the  injunction  should  be  dissolved, 
and  that  the  Defendant  should  sell  his  book,  and  that 
if  you  establish  your  right,  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  Master  to  ascertain  what  damage  you  have  sus- 
tained, that  will  be  a  fair  arrangement. 

Mr.  Stuart  then  stated  that  Mr.  Hakomb  had  sold  his 
copyright  to  some  other  persons  who  were  also  made 
Defendants  on  the  record. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

Then  let  the  case  stand  till  Saturdajf.  As  I  take  that 
view  of  the  case,  I  abstain  from  saying  anything  more 
as  to  the  law. 

The  Soticitor-General. 

If  the  publishers  (the  other  Defendants)  agree  to 
come  into  this  arrangement,  it  can  be  settled  now. 

The 
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The  case  was  ordered  to  stand  over  till  the  following 
Saturday* 


741 


The  reporters  do  not  believe  that  the  case  was  men- 
tioned again  until  Saturday  the  SOth  of  Jkdy.  On  that 
day,  Mr.  Elderton  appeared  for  the  publishers,  to  whom 
it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Halcomb  had  assigned  his  copy- 
right Mr.  Stuart  said  that  he  did  not  object  to  the 
injunction  being  dissolved  as  against  Mr.  Halcomb  ;  but 
that  the  other  Defendants  had  not  moved  to  dissolve  it 


1836. 


Baahwrll 

V, 

Halcomb. 


ThelLonD  Chancellor. 

I  can  only  make  the  order  as  to  the  party  who 
applies.  The  injunction,  in  my  opinion,  ought  not  to 
stand :  but  the  matter  should  be  put  in  the  course  of 
legal  inquiry. 


It  was  then  arranged  that  the  injunction  should  be 
simply  dissolved,  as  against  Mr.  Halcomb^  and  that  the 
costs  of  his  application  should  be  costs  in  the  cause : 
and  that  the  other  Defendants  should  give  notice  for 
Wednesday  next,  for  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  injunction 
as  against  themselves. 


The  reporters  believe  that  the  case  was  never  men- 
tioned again.    The  Plainti£Psoon  afterwards  died. 
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18S8. 


March  28.      JQHN   THORPE, 


BETWEEN 


AND 


Plaintiff; 


WILLIAM  HUGHES,  JAMES  DWYER,  PHI- 
LIP  JONES,  JOHN  ALEXANDER  PALMER, 
HENRY  WATSON,  DESPARD  TAYLOR, 
ARTHUR  LLOYD  SAUNDERS,  JOHN  CHAM- 
BERS, DAVID  HASTINGS  M^ADAM,  and 
WILLIAM  HODGES,  -  Defendants. 


rpHE  bill  was  filed  on  the  6th  of  March  1888.     It 

was  extremely  long  and  voluminous ;  but  the  case 

made  by  it,  was,  in  substance,  that,   in  the  month  of 

December 


A  bolder  of 
shares  in  a 
joint  stock 
banking  com- 
pany in  Ire- 
landf  formed 
under  the 

provisions  of  the  6  G.4.  c.  42.,  filed  his  bill  in  this  court,  on  the  6th  of  March 
1838,  against  certain  persons  as  the  directors,  and  against  the  public  officer  of  the 
company,  alle^ng  that  be  had  been  induced  to  purchase  the  shares  through  the 
misrepresentations  and  fraud  of  the  directors,  and  that,  on  the  19th  of  January 
1858,  they  bad  commenced  an  action  against  him  in  the  Court  Qf  Exchequer  in 
Enfrfand^  m  the  name  of  the  public  officer,  for  the  recovery  of  the  instalments  due 
on  his  shares,  which  action  would  come  on  for  trial  at  the  assises  to  be  holden  at 
Liverpool  on  the  22d  of  March  then  instant,  and  praying  a  discover}*  and  injunc- 
tion, and  that  the  moneys  which  he  had  previously  paid  for  shares  might  be  refunded. 
To  this  bill  the  public  officer  duly  appeared ;  but  on  the  I6th  of  March  the  common 
injunction  was  obtained  against  the  other  defendants  for  want  of  appearance.  The 
Plaintiff  then  moved  that  the  injunction  might  be  extended  to  stay  trial  of  the  action 
commenced  by  the  Defendants,  the  directors,  in  the  name  of  the  other  Defendant  \ 
and,  upon  this  motion,  besides  the  usual  affidavit  of  the  Plaintifi^  there  were  read  an 
affidavit  by  the  PlaintiflT's  attornejr  in  the  action,  stating  the  delivery  of  the  declar- 
ation, and  certain  proceedings  which  had  subsequently  taken  place  at  law,  with  a 
view  to  explain  the  apparent  delay  in  the  institution  of  the  suit;  and  also  an 
affidavit  by  the  Defendant,  the  public  officer,  setting  forth  the  constitution  of  the 
company,  and  the  frame  and  nature  of  the  pleadings  in  the  action. 

Tne  Vice-Chancellor  granted  the  motion ;  but  his  Honor's  order  was  discharged 
upon  appeal ;  the  Lord  Chancellor  holding. 

First,  that  the  order  was  contrary  to  the  practice  and  irregular  in  form,  inasmuch 
as  the  common  injunction  had  never  been  obtained  against  the  public  officer,  the 
Plaintiff  at  law. 

Secondly,  that  the  order  ought  not  to  have  been  made,  because  it  appeared,  upon 
the  whole  case  taken  together,  that  the  allegation  in  the  Plaintiff's  affidavit,  that 
the  discovery  sought  by  his  bill  was  material  to  his  defence  at  law,  could  not  be  true 
in  fact,  and 

Semble,  Thirdly,  that  the  delay  between  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 

action 
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December  1834,  a  joint  stock  banking  company,  with  a         1838. 
capital  of  five  millions,  to  be  held  in  51.  shares,  was 
projected  by  the  Defendant  lywyeVj  and  was  to  be  car- 
ried on  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  6  G.  4.  c,  42., 
intituled  ^^  An  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  co-partner-  action  and  the 
ships  of  certain  bankers  in  Ireland,''  under  the  title  of  JhJsuk  wa?*^ 
"  The  Agricultural  and  Commercial  Bank  oi Ireland:'*  notsufli- 
that  several  of  the  Defendants  were  active  in  getting  up  counted  for 
the  project  of  the  bank,  and  all  of  them,  except  HugheSj  to  justify  the 
at  ihat  time  or  afterwards,  took  upon  themselves  to  act  tending  the 
as  the  directors  or  managing  committee  of  the  bank ;  *u^""f '^w*" 
and  Hughes  subsequently  took  upon  himself  to  act  as  the  trial, 
its  secretary  and  public  oflScer:  that  in  the  year  1834,  cases  and'how 
several  of  the  Defendants  commenced  a  banking  busi-  far»  upon  sucK 
ness  in  Ireland  under  the  aforesaid  title  or  firm,  but  affidavits  may 

were  unsuccessful:  that  in  the  year  1835  the  committee  ^,"*,?'»?" 

r,.i..  I.  n  o,  behalf  of  the 

of  the  bank,  bemg  much  m  want  of  money  for  the  pur-  Plaintiff,  to 

pose  of  carrying  on  the  same,  caused  attempts  to  be  ap^aTent 

made  in  England  for  raising  further  sums  by  sales  of  delay  in  in- 

25/.  shares :  that  one  Mitchell,  who  was  employed  by  'Jj "  JJ^q^  ^ 

them  in  Manchester  to  sell  such  shares,  applied  to  the  behalf  of  the 

Plaintiff  to  become  a  purchaser:  that  Mitchell  made  divers  to  sute  the 

communications  to  the  Plaintiff  respecting  the  state  of  ^^^^  ?"^ 

the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  also  showed  him  several  proceedings 

letters   and   prospectuses   relating  thereto:    that   such  purpose ^V  * 

communications  were  made  at  the  suggestion  and  with  showing  that 

the  knowledge  and  sanction  of  several  of  the  Defendants,  ^o  be  made  by 

and  particularly  of  Dwuer,  who  well  knew  the  same  to  *^®  answer 

'  "^  ,  ,     ,  ,  would  not  be 

be  untrue  in  many  particulars ;  and  that  such  repre*  material  to 

sentations  were  made  with  a  view  to  deceive  the  Plain-  \^^  defence  at 

law,  queere, 

tiff'  and  to  defraud  him  of  his  money,  by  inducing 
him  to  purchase  shares:  that  the  Plaintiff,  relying 
oif  the  correctness  of  such  representations,  agreed 
or  consented,  at  different  times,  to  purchase  275 
shares,  and  paid  certain  sums  on  account:  that  sub- 
sequently to  the  purchase  of  such  shares  the  Plaintiff 

discovered 
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1838.  discovered  that  the  representations  made  to  him  were 
untrue,  and  that  the  accounts  made  out  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  bank  were  fraudulent,  and  concealed  the 
real  state  of  its  a&irs,  and  the  gross  mismanagement 
of  the  committee;  and  that  the  same  were  so  made 
out  with  a  view  to  deceive  and  defraud  the  Plaintiff: 

That  the  Plmtiff  also  subsequoitly  discovered  that 
the  committee  had  done  many  acts  without  his  know- 
ledge or  sanction,  or  that  of  the  English  subscribers9»as 
required  by  the  regulations  of  the  bank ;  and  that  pro- 
ceedings had  been  adopted  which  were  a  fraud  upon 
the  Plaintiff,  and  that  the  whole  management,  both 
prior  and  subsequently  to  the  time  when  the  Plaintiff 
became  a  shareholder,  had  been  conducted  on  a  system 
of  fraud;  and,  in  particular,  that  the  balance  sheet 
shewing  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  bank  in  October 
1836  was,  if  not  wholly  false,  grossly  exaggerated,  and 
that  the  items  composing  it  were  not  stated  bonajidey 
especially  in  reference  to  the  paid  up  capital : 

That  one  M^Kenzie  was  employed  by  the  committee 
as  an  accountant,  and  that  he,  having  discovered  errors  in 
the  accounts  of  the  bank,  was  induced  by  the  committee 
to  make  up  a  fraudulent  and  untrue  statement  of  the 
accounts,  and  was  indemnified  by  them  for  so  doing; 
and  that  such  statement  was  afterwards  used  by  the 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  and  it  did  for 
some  time  prevent,  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  accounts: 
that  the  bank  was  in  an  insolvent  state  at  the  time 
when  the  Plaintiff  was  induced  to  become  a  purchaser 
of  shares ;  but  that  the  true  situation  of  its  afiairs  was 
fraudulendy  concealed  from  him,  and  that  the  bank 
was  represented  to  him  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state  at  a 
time  when  it  was  all  but  insolvent: 


That 
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That  on  the  19th  of  January  18S8,  an  action  was  1838. 
brought  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  England  against 
the  PlaintifF,  by  the  Defendants  or  some  of  them,  in  the 
name  of  the  Defendant  Hughes^  as  the  secretary  or  public 
officer  of  the  bank,  to  recover  payment  of  the  sum  of 
1500/.,  on  the  pretence  that  such  sum  was  due  from  the 
Plaintiff  to  the  bank  in  respect  of  the  second  instalment 
of  5L  per  cent,  on  100  of  the  shares,  and  the  first  and 
second  instalments  of  5/.  each  on  100  other  shares,  and 
ibr  some  other  sums  alleged  to  be  due  foe  calls  upjn  the 
shares  which  the  Plaintiff  had  been  induced  to  purchase 
through  the  misrepresentation  and  fraud  of  the  Defend- 
ants ;  and  that  the  Defendants  threatened  and  intended 
to  proceed  to  trial  of  the  action  at  the  assizes  for  the 
southern  division  of  the  county  of  Lancaster^  to  be 
holden  at  Liverpool^  on  the  22d  of  March  then  next; 
and  that,  if  the  Defendants  would  give  a  discovery  as  to 
the  matters  charged  in  the  bill,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Plaintiff  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  pay  any  part  of 
the  money  for  which  the  action  was  brought. 

The  bill  prayed  that  the  Defendants,  and  particularly 
the  Defendant  Hughes,  might  be  restrained  by  injunc- 
tion from  prosecuting  the  action  so  commenced  by  him 
against  the  Plaintiff,  and  from  commencing  or  carry- 
ing on  any  other  action  against  him,  for  the  recovery  of 
the  said  sum  of  1500/. ;  and  might  be  decreed  to  repay 
the  sums  which  the  Plaintiff  had  paid  in  respect  of  the 
shares,  and  to  indemnify  the  Plaintiff  against  such 
liabilities  as  he  might  have  become  subject  to  in  con<- 
sequence  of  his  having  been  fraudulently  induced  to 
take  such  shares. 

The  Plaintiff,  by  an  affidavit  sworn  on  the  same  day  on 
which  the  bill  was  filed,  verified  the  material  allegations 
in  the  bill,  and  further  deposed  that  he  was  advised  that 

he 
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1 838.  be  could  not  make  a  proper  defence  to  the  action  withoot 
the  answer  of  the  Defendants  to  his  bill ;  and  that  the 
Defendants  resided  in  Ireland^  but  that  Hughe^s  attorney 
in  the  action  was  WiUiam  Sharpe  of  Bedford  Raw,  &c. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  made  an  order,  grounded  upon 
this  affidavit,  that  service  of  the  subpoenas  on  Sharpe, 
the  attorney  of  Hughes  in  the  action,  should  be  good 
service  upon  all  the  Defendants.  The  Defendant  Hughes 
entered  an  appearance;  but,  on  the  16th  of  March,  the 
common  injunction  issued  against  all  the  other  Defend- 
ants, they  being  then  in  contempt  for  want  of  appear^ 
ance(a) ;  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the  Plaintiff  applied 
for  and  obtained  leave  to  give  notice  to  Hughes  of  a 
motion  to  extend  the  injunction  to  stay  trial. 

In  support  of  that  motion  (which  was  first  made  on 
the  20th  of  March,  when  no  order  was  made  upon  it, 
and  was  afterwards  renewed  on  the  27th)  Edward  Bent, 
the  attorney  employed  by  Thorpe  to  defend  him  in  the 
action,  made  an  affidavit,  whereby  he  deposed,  among 
other  things,  that  the  action  mentioned  in  the  bill  was 
commenced  on  the  19th,  and  the  declaration  delivered 
on  the  29th  of  January  then  last :  that  the  Defendant 
thereupon  made  an  application  to  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, that  Hughes  might  be  compelled  to  deliver 
better  particulars  of  his  demand,  and  give  security  for 
costs ;  and  that  such  better  particulars  were  not  delivered 

till 
(a)  The  order  for  the  common  swer  the  PIaintifi''s  biJl,  and  the 
injunction  directed  that  an  in-  Court  make  other  order  to  the 
junction  bhould  be  awarded  for  contrary;  but  the  said  Defend* 
stay  of  the  proceedings  at  law  ants  were  in  the  mean  time  to 
of  the  Defendants,  other  than  be  at  liberty  to  call  for  a  plea, 
the  Defendant  William  Hugha,  and  proceed  to  trial  thereon ; 
touching  any  matters  here  in  and  for  want  of  a  plea  to  enter 
question,  until  such  Defendants  up  judgment ;  but  execution  was 
should  appear  to  and  fully  an-      thereby  stayed. 
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till  about  the  16th  of  Febrmri/i  BXid  that  the  sum  of 
200/.  was  deposited  by  Hughes  in  Court,  iu  lieu  of 
security  for  costs,  but  not  until  the  10th  of  Februaiy. 
The  affidavit  then  proceeded  to  state  how  the  time 
which  subsequently  elapsed,  prior  to  the  filing  of  the 
bill,  had  been  occupied,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that 
there  had  been  no  unnecessary  delay  in  instituting  the 
present  suit 


1838. 


Thorpe 

9. 

Hl70H£8. 


The  Plaintiff  himself  also  made  an  affidavit  stating 
that  he  was  advised  and  believed  he  could  not  safely 
proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  action  commenced  against 
him  by  the  Defendants,  or  some  of  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Defendant  Ht^kes,  until  the  Defendants  should 
have  put  in  their  answers  in  the  suit ;  and  that  he  ex- 
pected and  believed  that  the  answers  of  the  Defendants, 
or  some  of  them,  would  contain  a  discovery  which  would 
be  material  and  necessary  to  his  defence  to  the  action, 
and  which  would  enable  him  to  make  a  good  defence. 


The  affidavit  of  the  Defendant  Hughes,  filed  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  after  stating  the  origin  and  form- 
ation of  the  Agricultural  and  Commercial  Bank  of 
Ireland^  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  6  G.  4. 
c.  42.,  and  that  the  regulations  of  thdt  act,  with  re** 
spect  to  its  constitution  and  proceedings,  and  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  the  provision  which  required 
that  all  the  banking  establishments  of  the  co-part- 
nership should  be  at  places  distant  more  than  fifty 
miles  from  Dublin  (a),  had  been  strictly  complied  with, 
and  that  the  deponent  and  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Thomas  Hodges  had  been  duly  appointed  public  officers 
of  the  copartnership,  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  1838, 
proceeded  to  state  that,  previously  thereto,  the  Plaintiff 

Thorpe 
(a)  Section  2. 

Vol.  III.  3D 
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18S8.  Thorpe  was  indebted  to  the  copartnership  in  the  sum  of 

TT^^*"'^  1500/.  for  money  due  on  an  account  stated,  and  that  the 

«•  whole  of  that  sum  was  still  due  from  him:    that»  in 


HUOBIS. 


January  18  SB,   an  action  was  commenced  by  the  co- 
partnership, in  the  name  of  the  deponent,  as  one  of  its 
public  officers,  against  Thorpe  ;  and  that  in  the  declar« 
ation  the  deponent  had  declared,  as  one  of  sach  public 
officers,  for  the  sum  of  2000/.  due   from    TTiorpe  to 
the  copartnership,  for  money  received  by  him  for  the  use 
of  the  copartnership,  and  for  money  due  from  him  to  the 
copartnership  upon  an  account  stated :  that  Thorpe  had 
pleaded  three  plea9  in  the  action ;  —  first,  the  general 
issue ;  secondly,  payment ;  and  lastly,  that  the  establish- 
ments of  the  copartnership  were  within  fifly  miles  of 
Dublin :  that  the  action  had  not  been  brought  or  com- 
menced by  the  Defendants  DiDyer^  Jones^  Palmer^  Wat- 
iOHf  Taylor^  Saunders,  Chambers,  M^Adam,  and  TV.  Hodges, 
or  any  of  them,  in  the  name  of  the  deponent  or  on  his 
behalf,  but  had  been  brought  by  the  copartnership,  in 
the  name  of  the  deponent  as  one  of  its  public  officers, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  parliament :  that  there 
were  upwards  of  3000  shareholders  members  of  the  co- 
partnership, and  that  several  of  the  Defendants  were  not 
directors  or  members  of  the  managing  committee,  and 
some  of  them  not  even  shareholders;  and  that  other 
shareholders,  who  were  duly  elected  directors  or  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  in  November  1837,  and  acted  and 
still  were  such  directors  or  members,  were  not  parties 
to  the  suit;  and  that  the  deponent  had  filed  exceptions 
to  the  bill  for  impertinence* 

On  the  27th  of  March  1838,  the  Vice-Chancellor, 
after  argument,  made  an  order  which  recited  the  former 
order,  and  was  couched  in  the  following  terms:  — 
*'  Whereupon,  and  upon  hearing  the  said  order,  an  affi- 
davit of  the  Plaintiff*,  an  affidavit  of  Edward  Bent,  and  an 

affidavit 
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affidavit  of  William  Hughes  read,  and  what  was  alleged  18S8. 
by  counsel  on  both  sides,  this  Court  doth  order  that 
the  injunction  issued  in  this  cause  do  extend  to  stay  the 
trial  of  the  action  commenced  by  the  Defendants,  J* 
Dtxyer^  P.  Jones^  J.  A.  Palmer ,  H.  Watson^  D.  Taylor, 
A.  JU  Saunders,  X  Chambers,  D.  H*  M^Adam,  and  JF. 
Hodges,  in  the  name  of  the  Defendant  W»  Hughes, 
against  the  Plaintiff,  as  in  the  Plaintiff's  bill  stated/' 

The  Defendant  Hughes  now  moved  to  discharge  the 
last-mentioned  order. 

Mr.  Wak(field  and  Mr.  Sharpe,  in  support  of  the 
motion. 

This  motion  raises  a  very  important  question  with  re-* 
ference  to  the  construction  of  the  act  for  regulating  joint- 
stock  banks.  The  Defendants  to  the  bill  are  the  public 
officer  of  a  joint-stock  bank  in  Ireland  (the  party  who 
now  makes  the  motion  and  who  is  the  nominal  Plaintiff 
in  the  action)  and  nine  other  individuals,  who  are  joined 
as  Defendants  with  him,  upon  an  allegation  that  they 
form  the  managing  committee  of  the  bank.  As  soon 
as  the  bill  was  on  the  file,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  upon 
an  affidavit  stating  that  all  the  parties  were  resident  out 
of  the  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  nine  last-named  De- 
fendants had  commenced  an  action  against  the  Plaintiff 
in  the  name  of  their  co-defendant  Hughes,  and  that 
William  Sharpe  was  the  attorney  of  Hughes,  in  the  action, 
made  an  order  directing  that  service  of  the  subpoenas  - 
upon  Sharpe  should  be  good  service  against  all  the  De« 
fendants.  Sharpe  was  the  attorney  of  Hughes  only,  and 
had  no  authority  to  act  for  the  others.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  no  appearance  was  entered  for  them ; 
and  at  the  end  of  the  eight  days  they  were  in  contempt  for 
want  of  appearance,  and  the  common  injunction  issued 
S  D  fi  against 
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18S8.  against  them.  Then  followed  the  application  to  extoid 
the  injunction  to  stay  trial,  which  the  Vice-Chancellor 
granted,  and  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  motion 
to  discharge. 

Under  the  new  rules  of  pleading  at  law,  the  general 
issue  is  a  mere  denial  of  the  contract  —  it  only  goes  to 
the  fact  of  the  promise  or  implied  promise ;  and  the  ques- 
tion of  fraud  cannot  be  raised  under  that  plea,  but  must  be 
specially  pleaded ;  Tidd^s  New  Practice,  (a)      By  his  bill 
the  Plaintiff  does  not  make  the  slightest  reference  to  any 
one  of  the  three  points  upon  which,  by  his  pleas,  he  relies 
as  his  defence  at  law.     He  does  not  raise  a  question  as  to 
any  promise :  neither  does  he  allege  that  the  debt  has 
been  paid ;  or  that  the  bank  has  establishments  within 
fifty  miles  of  Dublin ;  in  shorty  the  whole  of  the  case 
made  by  the  bill  is,  for  the  purpose  of  defence  to  the  ac- 
tion, wholly  irrelevant;  and  Lord  Eldon  has  laid  it  down, 
that  where,  as  in  this  case,  the  disclosure  cannot  possibly 
be  material  in  aid  of  the  defence,  the  Court,  notwith- 
standing the   Plaintiff's  affidavit,  will  not  extend  the 
injunction  ;    White  y.  Steitvmachs.  (b)     But  the  singu- 
larity of  the  case  is  this,  that  whereas  the  injunction 
goes  to  restram  the  other  Defendants,  who  are  in  con- 
tempt, from  all  proceedings  at  law  in  the  name  of  the 
Defendant  Hughes^  the  latter  is  himself  not  affected  by 
that  injunction ;  and  the  action  which  he  has  brought  is 
brought  in  his  name  by  the  copartnership,  which  co- 
partnership, as  appears  from  bis  affidavit,   consists  of 
3000  shareholders.     In  Montague  v.  Hill  (c)  and  Lord 
Portarlington  v.  Graham  (rf),  where  a  somewhat  similar 
question  arose,  the  action  was  considered  and  treated  as 

die 

(fl)  P. 350.   SB. 4^  Add. App.  (c)  4 Rtm.  1 28. 

Viii.  (<Q  SSim.AYQ. 

(6)  19  Vei,  83. 
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the  action  of  the  assignee,  though  brought  in  the  name  1888. 
of  the  assignor :  yet  even  there  the  Court  held  that^  the 
assignee  not  being  in  contempt,  there  could  be  no  in- 
junction against  him.  Hughes^  however,  is  not  the  as- 
signee of  his  co-defendants,  some  of  whom  are  sworn  to 
b^  not  even  shareholders.  The  injunction  originally 
granted  was  the  common  injunction  to  stay  actions  gene- 
rally, and  not  to  stay  an  action  brought  by  the  nine  in 
the  name  of  Hughes  ;  and  then,  under  pretence  of  ex- 
tending that  injunction,  an  order  has  been  made  to  stay 
the  trial  of  an  action  brought  in  the  name  of  Hughes; 
in  other  words,  extending  the  injunction  to  a  purpose 
to  which  it  had  no  application  originally.  That  is  a 
mere  abuse  and  perversion  of  the  term  "  extending," 
and  is  wholly  irregular.  No  instance  has  occurred  of 
an  injunction,  granted  against  several  Defendants,  being 
extended  to  stay  the  trial  of  an  action  not  commenced 
by  them,  but  by  the  public  officer  or  managing  di- 
rectors of  a  copartnership  of  which  they  are  members. 

By  the  6  6. 4.  c.  4*2.  5. 6.,  the  public  officer  of  the 
bank  must  be  himself  a  member  of  the  company ;  and  it  is 
clear,  from  the  other  sections,  and  especially  the  10th  and 
14th,  that,  upon  the  true  construction  of  that  act,  nobody 
can  be  made  a  Defendant  to  a  suit  against  the  company 
except  the  public  officer.  At  all  events,  the  act  of  par- 
liament either  operates  to  prevent  any  bill  in  equity  or 
action  at  law  against  any  one  but  the  public  officer,  or 
it  must  leave  the  parties  at  liberty  to  proceed  as  if  the 
act  of  parliament  were  not  in  existence.  It  is  impossible 
to  take  a  middle  course,  as  has  been  attempted  here, 
and  file  a  bill  both  against  the  public  officer  and  against 
certain  individual  members  of  the  company.  Such  a 
bill  would  be  defective  for  want  of  parties,  unless  all  the 
shareholders  were  joined  as  Defendants.  The  case  is 
treated  throughout  as  one  of  personal  fraud  on  the 
S  D  3  part 
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18S8.  p^rt  of  the  nine  last  named  Defendants^  firom  the  coo- 
sequences  of  which  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  be  relieved. 
The  Plaintiff  treats  the  nine  as  individoally  liable,  and 
not  the  company.  The  coarse  adopted  here,  if  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Coart,  will  furnish  to  every  debtor  of  a 
copartnership  of  this  kind  an  easy  means  of  defeating 
any  action  by  which  the  copartnership  may  seek  to  re- 
cover payment  of  their  debts. 

The  order  is  irr^ular,  on  another  groimd.  The 
Defendant  had  previously  referred  the  bill  for  imper- 
tinence ;  but  NedU  v.  Wadeson  (a)  and  Uabenpart  v. 
Davenport  (6),  are  authorities  to  shew  that,  pending  a 
reference  for  impertinence,  an  injunction  cannot  be  ex- 
tended. The  Plaintiff  has  also  been  guilty  of  great 
delay  in  applying  for  equitable  relief  to  this  Court,  after 
the  declaration  in  the  action  had  made  him  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  company's  demand. 

Mr.  Jacobf  Mr.  Wigram^  and  Mr.  Bagshccwcy  contra. 

The  question  here  goes  a  great  deal  farther  than  the 
case  of  an  assignee  suing  at  law  in  the  name  of  his 
assignor,  and  a  great  deal  farther  than  any  thing  that  was 
decided  in  Montague  v.  Hill  or  Lord  PortarUngton  v. 
Graham.  It  rather  resembles  the  form  of  proceeding  in 
actions  of  ejectment,  where  several  parties  bring  their 
actions  in  the  name  of  John  Doe,  or  some  other  nominal 
Plaintiff.  There  the  common  injunction  would  be  granted 
against  the  lessor  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  would  stop  his  action 
until  all  the  parties  had  put  in  their  answers.  The  act 
of  parliament  declares  that  in  any  action  judgment  shall 
be  entered  up  against  the  public  officer,  and  execution 
shall  be  levied  upon  any  of  the  members  of  the  company. 

This, 

(«)  1  Bro.  C.  a  574.,  and  1  Cox,  104.  (b)  6  Mad.  951. 
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This,  too^  it  is  to  be  observed,  is  an  act  of  parliament  1888. 
which  gives  to  a  company,  CQnsisting  of  3000  share- 
holders, the  privilege  of  being  treated  and  suing  as  if 
they  were  one  individual ;  and  Hughes  describes  himself 
as  being  the  public  officer  of  the  company.  The  act  of 
parliament  has  no  negative  words,  and  the  company 
must  take  the  privilege  for  better  and  for  worse.  The  act 
has  not  relieved  the  shareholders  from  the  ordinary  law  of 
partnership,  according  to  which,  the  declarations  or  ad- 
missions of  any  one  of  the  8000  would  be  good  evidence 
in  this  action  against  the  whole  body.  There  would  be 
no  means  of  obtamiug  any  admissions  or  useful  discovery 
from  the  public  officer,  who,  being  a  mere  servant,  pro- 
bably knows  nothing.  Tlie  case  made  by  the  bill  is  that 
this  is  a  mere  bubble  company,  and  the  answers  of  the 
managing  committee  may  and  probably  will  furnish 
most  materia]  admissions  to  establish  that  case* 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

If  this  be  an  order  for  a  special  injunction,  then  it  is 
wholly  contrary  to  the  practice:  it  is  the  very  ofder 
which  in  Ijord  Portarlington  v.  Graham  the  Vice-Chan- 
)cellor  refused  to  make.  The  rule  of  the  Court  is  a 
universal  rule,  that  you  cannot  restrain  proceedings  at 
law  except  upon  the  Defendant's  default.  Here  there  is 
no  default  either  in  Hughes  or  the  company.  Hughes  is 
the  Plaintiff  at  law ;  but  how  does  the  Court  know  any 
thing  except  upon  affidavit  (and  the  introduction  of  the 
affidavit  makes  it  a  special  injunction),  as  to  the  connec- 
tion between  Hughes  and  the  other  Defendants  ? 

Mr.  Jacob, 

The  Vice-Chancellor  considered   the  action   as  the 

action  of  all  the  parties  who  are  the  real  Plaintiffs  in  it, 

and  therefore  made  an  order  that  service  upon  the 

8  D  4  attorney 
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attorney  of  Hughes  should  be  good  service  upon  them 
all ;  treating  it  as  the  action  of  the  whole  body,  and 
holding  that  the  Plaintiff  had  the  same  right  against 
them  to  get  the  action  stayed  until  they  had  all  pat  in 
their  answers.     Hughes  cannot  be  in  a  better  situatioQ 
than  Dooyer^  and  the  others  whom  he  represents.     This 
isy  in  &ct,  the  ccmimon  case  of  an  action  brought  by 
several  persons,  some  of  whom  are  in  de&ult  and  others 
not.     It  is  the  action  of  a  great  number  of  shareholders 
in  copartnership,  including  these  Defendants,  who  have 
the  privilege  of  using  the  name  of  a  particuhu*  indi- 
vidual as  their  Plaintiff  for  the  purposes  of  the  action; 
but  it  is  in  substance  the  action  of  them  all,  and  if  some 
are  in  default,  the  action  must  be  stayed  till  all  have 
answered.     The  act  of  p&rliament  cannot  have  taken 
away  the  right  of  suing  the  individual  members  of  the 
copartnership,  nor  do  the  further  rights  or  retnedles 
thereby  given  exclude  all  resort  to  the  old  law.    Sup- 
pose there  was  a  company  of  ten  partners,  and  that  nine 
of  them,  the  acting  partners,  had  committed  a  fraud 
upon  me,  in  respect  of  which  I  had  an  equitable  de- 
fence against  a  demand  of  the  company  for  which  they 
were  suing  me  at  law ;  if  I  were  to  file  a  bill  against  all 
the  partners,  and  get  the  common  injunction  against 
the  nine,  on  their  default,  could  the  tenth  come  in  and  say, 
that  because  he  was  in  no  default,  the  injunction  should 
be  dissolved  ?     That  is,  substantially,  the  present  case ; 
for  all  these  Defendants  are  bound  up  together  in  the 
fraudulent  transaction,  and  are  equally  interested  in  the 
action  brought  in  the  name  of  Hughes,    AH  that  in  Lord 
Portarlington   v.  Graham   the  Vice-Chancellor   meant 
to  say  was,  that  a  party  seeking  to  restrain  proceedings 
at  law  must  first  get  the  common  injunction.     If  that 
was  not  his  Honor's  meaning,  the  most  mischievous 
consequences  might  follow  in  the  case  of  assignor  and 
assignee,  and  a  wide  door  be  opened  to  collusion  and 

fraud. 
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fraud.    The  assignor  would  only  have  to  go   abroad,        18S8. 
leaving  the  assignee  (who  of  course  could  safely  put  in     ^"^^T'^^^^ 
an  answer  denying  all  knowledge)  to  bring  his  action  in  v. 

the  assignor's  name.  In  tl^e  case  of  the  assignment  of 
a  bond,  the  assignee  is  not  the  Plaintiff  at  law,  whereas 
here  the  public  officer  represents  the  other  Defendants. 
How  are  such  cases  to  be  dealt  with,  if  actions  brought 
by  parties  who  stand  in  this  situation  cannot  be  reached 
by  injunction  ?  The  Vice-Chancellor  only  said  to  the 
Defendants  that  they  were  not  to  prosecute  the  action 
which  they  were  then  prosecuting  in  the  name  of  another 
person.  The  injunction  is  only  so  far  special,  that  an 
affidavit  is  required  to  connect  one  party  with  the  other. 
The  case  of  Lord  Partarlington  v.  Graham  ultimately 
came  before  Lord  Brougham^  who  continued  the  in- 
junction, upon  the  terms  of  the  Plaintiff  paying  the 
money  into  Court 

The  reference  for  impertinence  does  not  affect  the 
other  Defendants  who  are  not  parties  to  that  reference, 
and  against  whom  the  injunction  is  no^  sought  to  be 
extended.  The  affidavit  of  the  Plaintiff's  attorney  fully 
explains  any  apparent  delay  on  the  Plaintiff's  part  in 
following  up  his  remedy  in  this  Court 

Mr.  Wakefield^  in  reply. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

If  it  should  be  found  that  the  parties  against  whom 
actions  are  brought  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of 
parliament  by  officers  of  these  companies,  require  some 
protection  which  the  present  practice  of  the  Court  does 
not  afford,  the  Court  will  be  able  to  adapt  its  practice 
to  meet  that  new  case ;  but  this  is  not  the  mode  in  which 
that  object  can  be  attained. 

In 
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1888.  In  considering  how  a  Defendant,  sued  at  law  by  a 

copartnership  of  this  description,  may  receive  that 
protection  which  the  practice  of  a  Court  of  Equity 
gives  to  ordinary  persons  who  are  so  sued,  and  in 
laying  down  any  rule  or  establishing  any  practice  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  that  protection,  the  Court  most 
be  careful  to  see  that  it  does  not  entirely  defeat  the 
object  of  the  act  of  parliament.  The  object  of  the 
act  of  parliament  was  to  promote  these  companies, 
consisting  of  a  large  number  of  persons,  associated  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  great  under- 
takings.  Such  associations,  however,  were  found  to  be 
extremely  inconvenient  with  reference  to  legsA  proceed* 
ings  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  company,  and  still  morf 
inconvenient  to  tliose  with  whom  the  company  wen 
dealing,  and  who,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Courts 
were  under  the  necessity  of  making  all  the  individual 
members  parties;  a  rule  which  resulted  in  defeating 
the  ends  of  justice  in  a  great  variety  of  cases.  The 
legislature,  therefore,  has  enacted  that  a  company  of  this 
kind,  upon  ^ing  through  a  certain  prescribed  form, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  sue  and  be  sued  by  an  officer 
nominated  for  that  purpose,  (a) 

If  I  were  to  sanction  what  the  Vice-Chancellor's  order 
has  done,  I  should  establish  a  practice  which  would 
effectually  prevent  any  of  these  copartnerships  from 
ever  bringing  an  action  against  any  one  who  was  de- 
sirous of  avoiding  the  consequences  of  that  action. 

Take  this  very  case  —  Here  is  a  joint-stock  company 
consisting  of  3000,  or  at  least  of  a  great  number  of  persons, 
associated  together  as  copartners.     It  is  found  necessary 

to 

(a)  In  addition  to  the  6G.4.C,  42.  see  also  the  7  G.  4.  c.  46.  and 
the  7  Will.  4.  ^  1  Vict.  c.  73. 
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to  bring  an  action  on  behalf  of  the  company :  the  action  1 838. 
is  brought ;  the  particular  defendant  in  that  action  files 
his  bill  against  the  officer  representing  the  company,  and 
any  other  person  whom  he  chooses  to  select  out  of  the 
5000  shareholders,  or  against  any  person  who  may  have 
no  interest  at  all,  but  whom  he  thinks  proper  to  allege 
to  be  a  shareholder,  or  to  be  a  person  having  connec- 
tion with  the  company ;  and  the  whole  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  company  are  to  stop,  because  the  per- 
sons so  selected  put  themselves  in  the  situation  of  hav- 
ing an  injunction  granted  against  them.  What  protec- 
tion have  the  company  against  it?  If  their  proceedings 
are  to  be  stopped  by  the  default  or  misconduct  of  any 
person  so  selected  by  the  individual  whom  they  are 
suing  at  law,  what  means  have  they  of  prosecuting  their 
claim,  and  of  doing  that  which  the  legislature  has  said 
they  should  have  the  privilege  of  doing;  namely,  assert- 
ing their  rights  by  an  action  to  be  brought  in  the  name 
of  their  officer  ?  It  is  clear  that  that  course  would  be 
always  resorted  to  by  a  dishonest  defendant,  and  would 
effectually  prevent  any  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
company. 

In  this  case  what  has  been  thb  course  taken  ?  —  I  am 
not  considering  the  propriety  of  the  order  substituting 
service  on  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Hughes^  the  Plaintiff  in 
the  action,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  the  Court 
the  other  nine  Defendants. — For  the  present  purpose  I 
will  assume  that  to  be  right,  because  it  is  not  com- 
plained of.  AgsAtist  Hughes  there  is  no  injunction  — 
for  what  reason  it  is  not  now  material  to  consider  —  but 
there  is  no  injunction  against  him ;  and  he  is  the  Plaintiff 
at  law.  Whether  he  is  Plaintiff  at  law  under  the  circum- 
stances stated  by  the  bill,  is  a  matter  which  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  affidavit,  for  the  bill  cannot  be  taken  to 
be  true.     The  fact  is,  that  an  action  is  brought  in  the 

name 
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18S8.        name  of  Hughes^  who  is  one  of  the  Defendants  upon 
this  record ;   the  other  Defendants  do  not  appear,  and, 
on  their  default,  the  common  injunction  was  issued;  it 
was  issued  in  the  ordinary  way,  not  upon  any  special 
order,  but  in  the  only  way  in  which  the  common  in- 
junction can  issue,  namely,  upon  the  default  of  the  party 
against  whom  it  issues.      Of  course  it  issues  on  the 
default  of  a  particular  set  of  Defendants,  or  the 'par- 
ticular Defendants;  it  issues  as  to  them,  and  as  to  their 
proceedings ;  and  the  effect  is,  that  it  will  restrain  an 
action  brought  by  the  person  against  whom  it  issues ; 
but  it  will  not  restrain  any  action  except  the  action 
brought  by  the  person  against  whom  it  is  issued.    Here, 
however,  there  is  no  action  in  which  these  nine  De- 
fendants, or  any  of  them,  are  Plaintiffs.      There  is  an 
action  in  which  Hughes^  who  is  not  in  default,  and 
against  whom  no  injunction  has  issued,  is  Plaintiff:  and 
then  an  application  is  made,  not  in  form,  for  a  special 
injunction  against  Hughes^  making  out  a  special  case  — 
that  although  he  is  the  nominal  Plaintiff  at  law,  he  is,  in 
fact,  suing  on  behalf  of  the  other  nine  Defendants — but 
an  application  is  made  to  extend  the  injunction  already 
issued  to  prevent  the  proceedings  at  law  by  these  nine 
other  Defendants,  not  including  Hughes.  As  against  them 
it  would  be  useless,  because  no  action  had  been  brought 
by  them,  and  therefore,  the  commencement  of  an  action 
would  be   restrained  :    but  it   would  be   the  ordinary 
course,  if  there  had  been  any  action  brought  by  them, 
that,  on  the  usual  affidavit  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  injunction  to  stay  trial,  the  injunction  should  be  so 
extended ;  and  if  the  Plaintiff  had  thought  proper  to 
obtain  that  injunction,  no  objection  could  be  made  at  all 
on  h^hvXf  oi  Hughes,     But,  under  the  appearance  of  an 
order  made  on  an  application  to  extend  the  injunction, 
that  is,  to  extend  an  injunction  already  granted,  so  as  to 
restrain  the  trial  of  an  action  supposed  to  be  pending, 

ai> 
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an  order  is  made,  which  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  18S8. 
an  order  on  a  special  application  against  Hughes^  to  stay 
the  action  which  he  had  brought.  Now,  that  is  met  at 
once  by  Lord  Portarlington^s  Case,  (a)  There,  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  said  no  such  thing  could  be  done.  It  is  not 
supported  by  Montague  v.  Hill,  (b)  There,  the  common 
injunction  had  issued  against  the  Plaintiff  at  law,  and 
both  parties  put  in  their  answers,  and  the  application  was 
to  get  rid  of  that  common  injunction. 

I  do  not  say  that  a  special  application  may  not  be 
necessary  to  establish  some  new  rule,  if  the  ordinary 
practice,  which  has  hitherto  existed,  should  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  case  which  may  possibly  be  produced 
by  some  of  these  proceedings,  on  behalf  of  or  against 
joint^stock  companies  of  this  kind;  but  it  is  not  suggested 
that  any  such  authority  is  now  to  be  found  in  the  books, 
and  the  case  of  Lord  Portarlington  is  a  direct  authority 
to  the  contrary.  But  that  which  in  my  mind  is  fatal  to 
this  order  is,  that  it  is  not  what  it  purports  to  be.  It  is 
a  special  injunction  obtained  against  a  party  not  in  de* 
fault ;  a  party  against  whom  not  the  common  injunction 
has  been  obtained,  but  a  special  injunction,  to  restrain 
him  from  proceeding  to  trial.  ^  That  is  contrary  to  the 
settled  practice  of  this  Court;  and  if  the  Court  is  to  in- 
troduce a  new  practice  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  this 
new  case,  it  must  be  a  practice  adapted  to  the  case,  and 
which  is  not  open  to  the  great  danger  which  might 
arise,  if  a  proceeding  of  this  sort  were  to  be  adopted 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Court.  I  do  not  find  it  necessary 
now  to  lay  down  any  rule  for  the  future :  I  have  only 
to  preserve  the  old  practice. 

It 

(a)  5  Sim.  416.  (4)  4  ifiiw.  1 28. 
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It  is  some  satis&cdon  to  think  that  the  parties  cannot 
sustain  any  injury  by  my  setting  aside  this  order;  for  it 
is  impossible  that  the  issues  tendered  at  biw  can  be 
affected  by  what  is  asked  for  by  this  bilL     The  issues 
are  quite  collateral  to  it.     The  Plaintiff  may  be  quite 
right  and  able  to  make  out  his  case ;  but  the  discoTery 
relative  to  those  matters  which  are  matters  of  alleged 
fraud  cannot  aid  him  on  the  trial  of  the  issues.    It 
struck  me  at  first  that,  on  the  first  issue,  the  fraud  migbt 
be  given  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant.    So 
it  would  have  been  until  the  practice  was  altered  by  the 
new  rules ;  but  it  is  quite  obvious  that  now  cannot  be 
so.  {a)     On  the  first  issue  the  question  will  be  assumpsU 
or  non  ossumpsiL     The  Defendant  at  law  and  Plaintiff 
here  comes  and  alleges  his  legal  liability,  and  seeks  to 
be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  that  debt.    The  second 
issue,  payment  or  no  payment^  is  also  one  which  would 
not  be  at  all  affected  by  any  discovery  which  migbt 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  records  of  the  Court.    He 
alleges  just  the  reverse   in  equity  of  that  which  he 
alleges  at  law ;  and  it  is  a  point,  at  all  events,  which 
cannot  be  affected  by  the  discovery  of  the  allied  fraud. 
As  to  the  last,  it  is  not  a  matter  which  is  at  aU  put  in 
issue  upon  these  pleadings. 

Upon 


(a)  "  In  every  species  of 
assumpsit  all  matters  in  con- 
fession and  avoidance,  including 
not  only  those  by  way  of  dis- 
charge, but  those  which  shew 
the  transaction  to  be  either  void 
or  voidable  in  point  of  law,  on 
the  ground  of  fraud  or  other- 
wise, shall  be  specially  pleaded. 
Ejp.gr,  In&ncy,  coverture,  re- 
lease,   payment,     performance. 


illegality  of  consideration  either 
by  statute  or  common  law,  draw- 
ing, indorsing,  accepting,  &c. 
bills  or  notes  by  way  of  accom- 
modation, set-ofl^  mutual  credit, 
unseaworthiness,  misrepresenta- 
tion, concealment,  deviation^and 
various  other  defences,  must  be 
pleaded."  —Reg.  Gen.  HU.  T, 
4  WUI.A.  tit.  Pleadings  in  Pat^ 
cukar  Actions,  I.  Assumpsit,  s.  5. 
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Upon  that  ground  alone^  independently  of  the  question 
of  practice,  I  should  have  thought  that  this  was  not 
a  case  in  which  the  Plainti£P  was  entitled  to  sustain  the 
order,  it  being  an  order  to  restrain  the  trial  of  an  action 
in  which  the  discovery  sought  in  equity  could  not  pos- 
sibly affect  the  issue  to  be  tri^d.  For,  although  the 
Court  gives  credit  to  the  Plaintiff's  affidavit,  yet  if  it 
does  appear,  upon  the  whole  matter  taken  together,  that 
the  ordinary  allegation  that  the  matters  sought  to  be 
discovered  by  the  bill  would  be  a  material  defence  to 
the  action,  cannot  possibly  be  true  in  fact,  it  is  a  ground 
on  which  the  Court  will  refuse  to  extend  the  injunction 
to  stay  trial,  (a) 


18S8. 


With  respect  to  the  time  that  has  elapsed,  regard 
must  be  had  not  merely  to  the  difficulty  under  which 
the  Plaintiff  may  have  been  placed,  but  to  the  difficulty 
to  which  he  exposes  the  Defendant,  by  not  bringing  his 
case  forward  sooner.  On  the  29th  of  January  the  de- 
claration  is  filed :  he  is  then  apprised  that  there  was  an 
action  brought  against  him  to  make  him  pay  his  instal- 
ments growing  out  of  his  character  as  a  partner  in  this 
company :  he  does  not  file  his  bill  till  the  6th  of  March, 
although  he  was  probably  not  much  in  the  dark  when 
he  was  served  with  the  writ  on  the-  19th  of  January: 

at 


(a)  It  might  seem,  therefore, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  judging 
whether  the  discovery  sought  by 
the  bill  would  be  material  to  the 
defence  at  law,  the  Court  is  not 
confined  to  the  statement  of  the 
proceedings  at  law  which  the  bill 
makes,  but  may  be  informed  by 
the  affidavit  of  the  defendant  in 
equity  what  the  issues  tendered 
at  law  are.  See,  however,  White 
V.  Steinwacks,  19  Vcm.  S3,;  Bar^ 


reU  V.  Tkkeli,  Jac.  1 54.  It  is  also 
to  be  observed  that,  in  the  prin- 
cipal case,  the  order  sought  to 
be  discharged  recited,  and  was 
grounded  on,  the  affidavit  of  the 
Defendant  Hughet,  as  well  as  the 
affidavits  of  the  Plaintiff  and  his 
attorney,  so  that  the  Plaintiffs 
counsel  could  not  object  to  the 
Defendant  Hughe^s  affidavit 
being  read. 
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at  all  events,  when  he  saw  the  declaration  on  the  29th 
of  that  month,  he  was  fully  apprised  of  the  case  die 
Plaintiffs  in  that  action  had  to  make ;  and  yet  until  the 
6th  of  March  he  does  not  file  his  bilL     With  respect  to 
his  proceedings  since,  I  do  not  know  that  any  great 
delay  is  to  be  imputed  to  him.     He  could  not  get  dse 
common  injunction  till  the  party  was  in  default  on  the 
14th  of  that  month :  the  subsequent  proceedings  have 
not  been  very  rapid ;  but  the  delay  is  not  so  material  as 
the  delay  between  the  29th-  of  January  and  the  6th  of 
Marchj  when  the  bill  was  put  upon  the  file.     All  this 
runs  the  time  very  close  to  the  trial;  and  then  becomes, 
just  on  the  eve  of  the  trial,  not  making  the  application  till 
the  24th  of  March  {a),  two  days  after  the  commission 
day  in  the  county  in  which  the  action  is  to  be  tried.    The 
Court  always  looks  very  anxiously  to  see  how  the  delay 
is  accounted  for,  when  the  Plaintiff  comes  to  ask  for  an 
injunction  to  stay  trial  on  the  eve  of  the  trial,  and  when, 
if  the  injunction  is  to  be  granted,  it  cannot  be  granted 
without  putting  the  other  party  to  great  inconvenience 
and  expense,  {b) 


All  these  reasons  concur  in  leaving  no  doubt  on  my 
mind  that  this  order  cannot  be  supported. 


(a)  This  was  the  day  on  which 
notice  of  the  renewed  motion  to 
extend  the  injunction  was  given. 

{h)  Field  y.BcaumonilsMadd. 


102.  1  Swan,  204.;  and  see 
Broum  v.  NewaU,  2  Mylnt  4* 
Crmg,  558. ;  see  pp.  569, 570. 
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1838. 

BICKHAM  V.  CRUTTWELL.  April  25, 2^. 

^I^HE  will  of  Richard  Bcmher^  late  of  the  city  of  Bath^  A  testator, 
-■-    solicitor,  which  bore  date  the  4th  oiJuLy  1834,  and  seM^edTof  Son- 
was  duly  executed  and  attested  to  pass  freehold  estate  siderable  real 
by  devise,  was  in  part  as  follows:  —  "I  give,  devise,  prining,  aiuong 
and  bequeath  my  estate,  fee-farm  rents  and  premises,  ^^^^^  Pj"^ 
called  Kensington  Place^  and  all  my  estate,  right,  title  house's  in  iNT., 
and  interest  therein,  (subject  to  the  annual  payment  of  JJP®"  which 
105/.  thereout  by  quarterly  payments,  settled  by  me  8umofs900/. 
thereout,  in  trust  for  the   payment  of  the   Highbury  morteace ^de- 
Charity,  and  of  an  original /rent  of  57/.  IO5.  per  annum,  vised  his  three 
payable  to  the  representatives  of  the  original  ground  together  with 
landlord  of  one  third  part  thereof,}  my  three  houses  in  foverai  other 
^^    ^^^    ^                   ^^    t    -XT    j'^y    -,■,                I    'i.T  houses  therein 
Korjolk  Crescent  J  called  Norfolk  Houses   and    Nos.   J.  described, 

and  3.,  my  house,  No.  17.  Great  Stanhope  Street,  and  gj^^^gj^^'the 

my  two  houses  Nos.  11.  and  12.  Kensington  Place;  the  payment  of 

whole  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  debt  of  debt'oflfoS 

2900/.  (borrowed  on  mortgage  of  the  houses  in  Norfolk  borrowed  on 

Crescent  by  Richard  Orchard^  of  whom  I  purchased  the  Se  fimses^in 

same),  to  the  representatives  of  the  late  Archdeacon  ^*\Jf^'^'r 

Willes,  or  such  part  thereof  as  shall  remain  undischarged  He  then  de-  ' 

at  my  decease,  and  subject  likewise  to  the  annual  ground  V^^I^^a^^ 

rents  reserved  and  made  issuing  and  payable  to  me  out  residue  of  his 

of  the  said  several  messuages,  unto  Charles  Currie  Bick-  ^^  ^^  ^ 

haM  personal 
estate  and 
effects  whatsoever,  subject  nevertheless,  as  to  his  personal  estate,  to  the  payment 
of  his  debts,  except  such  debts  as  wefe  therein  excepted  therefrom,  to  trustees,  in 
trust  as  to  the  particular  estates  therein  specified ;  and,  among  others,  as  to  his 
four  messuages  therein  described,  subject  to  the  mortgages  made  on  the  same,  and 
from  the  payment  of  which  he  thereby  exempted  his  personal  estate;  and  as  to  all 
the  residue  and  remainder  of  his  said  real  and  personal  estates,  in  trust  for  the  per- 
sons therein  mentioned : 

Held,  that  the  testator's  personal  estate  was  the  primary  fund  for  the  payment  of 
the  mortgage  debt  of  2900/. 

Vol.  III.  3  E 
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1888.       ham  and  Harriet  his  sister,  and  their  heirs,  as  tenants 
^^^^^^    in  common.     And  as  to  all  the  rest,  residue,  and  re- 
9.  mainder  of  my  real  estates,  and  as  to  all  my  personal 

estate  and  effects  whatsoever,  I  give,  devise,  and  be- 
queath the  same,  subject  nevertheless,  as  to  my  personal 
estate,  to  the  payment  of  my  just  debts,  funeral  and  tes- 
tamentary expenses,  except  such  debts  as  are  herein 
excepted  therefrom,  and  the  expenses  attending  the 
trusts  hereof,  unto  John  Routh  the  elder,  Thomas  Ma- 
caidey  Crtdiwellj  and  the  said  Charles  Currie  Bickkaniy 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns^  upon 
the  trusts,  and  to  and  for  the  intents  and  purposes  here- 
inafter declared  concerning  the  same ;  that  is  to  say,"  &c. 
The  testator  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  and  describe 
the  several  messuages  and  parcels  of  which  the  residue 
of  his  real  estate  consisted  ^- one  portion  of  which  he 
mentioned  as  follows  :  —  ^*  And  also  my  four  messuages 
Nos.  S.  4.  5.  and  6.  in  Nelson  Place  aforesaid,  subject 
to  the  mortgages  made  on  the  said  last-mentioned  mes*^ 
suages,  or  such  part  or  parts  thereof  as  may  remiun 
unpaid  at  my  decease,  and  from  the  payment  of  which 
said  mortgages  I  hereby  exempt  my  personal  estate, 
and  also  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  several  yearly 
fee-farm  rents,  made  issuing  and  payable  thereout,  in 
trust  as  therein  mentioned."  And  all  the  rest,  residue, 
and  remainder  of  his  said  real  and  personal  estates,  sub- 
ject as  aforesaid,  the  testator  gave  in  trust  for  Ann 
Bouthy  wife  of  the  said  John  RotUh  the  elder,  for  her 
separate  use  for  life ;  and,  after  her  decease,  in  trust  for 
the  said  John  RotUh  the  elder,  for  his  life,  with  remain- 
der among  their  children  as  therein  mentioned. 

The  bill  was  filed  by  Charles  C.  Biciham,  to 
whom  the  moiety  of  the  houses  in  Kensington  Place^ 
Norfolk  Crescent^  and  Great  Stanhope  Street^  specifically 

devised 
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devised  to  his  sister  Harriet^  had  been  previously  cod-*'        1RS8. 
veyed  by  her,  against  his  co^exiecutors  and  co-trustees,     ^r^''*^"^'^ 
and  also  against  the  persons  beneficially  interested  in  «. 

the  testator's  residuary  estate.  It  prayed  a  declaration 
that  the  testator's  personal  estate,  not  specifically  be- 
queathed, was  liable  to  pay  the  mortgage  debt  of  2900/. 
in  exoneration  of  the  three  houses  in  Norfolk  Crescent. 

The  answer  of  the  Defendants,  the  executors,  admitted 
that  the  testator's  personal  estate  not  specifically  be- 
queathed was  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  amount 
of  his  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses  and  all  his 
debts. 

The  evidence  in  tne  cause  proved  that  the  testator, 
being  seised  in  fee  of  the  land  on  part  of  which  ^or« 
folk  Crescent  was  afterwards  erected,  formed  the  design 
of  laying  out  a  portion  of  such  land  for  building,  and  that 
be  accordingly,  under  the  superintendence  of  Bichard 
Orchari^  who  was  an  operative  builder  not  possessed 
of  any  property  of  his  own,  built,  on  speculation,  at  his 
own  cost,  the  comer  house  (subsequently  called  Norfolk 
House) J  and  also  Nos.  1.  and  S.  in  Norfolk  Crescent ^  and 
agreed  to  grant  and  convey  to  Orchard  the  plots  of 
ground  and  the  houses  erected  thereupon,  at  certain 
yearly  fee-farm  rents,  and  subject  to  certain  conditions 
and  reservations ;  but  in  such  manner  that  Orchard  was 
to  be  merely  a  (rustee  for  the  testator,  and  upon  a  verbal 
understanding  that  the  testator  was  eventually  to  pay  to 
Orchard^  as  a  remuneration  for  his  trouble,  a  moiety  of 
whatever  profit  might  be  realised  on  a  sale  of  the 
bouses;  that,  in  consequence  of  this  agreement  and 
understanding,  the  testator,  by  an  indenture  bearing 
date  in  March  1808,  conveyed  to  Orchard  the  plot  of 
ground  and  premises  comprising  No.  S.  in  Norfolk 
S  E  2  Crescenty 
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18S8.        Crescent^   subject  to   the   ground-rents  and   covenants 
^^^^i^*^     mentioned  in  the  deed  ;  and  that  Orchard  shortly  afier- 
«.  wards,  at  the  request  of  Bamsherj  mortgaged  the  same 

Cbuttwbll.    premises  to   Archdeacon  WiUeSj  to  secure  900i  and 
interest :    that,   in   further  execution  of  their   design, 
Bawsherj  by  indenture  bearing  date  in  May  1812,  con- 
veyed to  Orchard  the  plot  of  ground  and  premises  com- 
prising the  corner  house  and  also  No.  1.  in  Norfolk  Cres- 
centj  subject  to  the  yearly  ground-rents  and  the  cove- 
nants therein  mentioned;  and  that  Orchard  thereupon,  at 
the  request  of  Bawsher^  executed  a  mortgage  of  the  last- 
mentioned  premises  to  Archdeacon  WilUs^  for  securing 
2000/.,  and  interest :  that,  notwithstanding  such  respec- 
tive conveyances,  Bowsher  ever  after  remained  in  receipt 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  several  premises,  as 
the  owner  thereof,  and  paid  all  interest  money  which 
became  due  on  the  mortgages:   that  it   having  been 
ascertained,  upon  an  investigation  of  the  cost  of  the  said 
several  houses,  and  of  the  ground-rents,  interest,  and 
outgoings  paid  by  Bowsher  in  respect  of  them,  and  upon  a 
valuation  of  the  premises,  that£ow5A^rwasUkely  tobea 
considerable  loser  by  the  building  speculation.  Orchard 
relinquished  all  prospect  of  any  profit  to  be  derived 
therefrom,  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him,  agreed  to  convey,  and  accordingly,  in  the  month  . 
of  February  1820,  actually  conveyed  the  whole  of  the 
property,  described  in  the  will  as  the  testator's  three 
houses  in  Norfolk  Crescent  called  Norjplk  House  and 
Nos.  1.  and  3.,  to  a  trustee  for  Bowsher^  and  his  heirs, 
subject  to  the  two  mortgages  for  900Z.  and  20OO/. ;  and 
that  Bamher  continued  from  thenceforward  to  the  time 
of  his  death  to  hold  the  houses  in  question  under  that 
conveyance. 

The  cause  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

The 
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The  Solicitor-Genera^  Mr,  Willcockj  and  Mr.  T.  Piatt,        1 8S8. 
for  the  Plaintiff,  contended,  that  although  the  whole     ^^^^^'^^^^ 
property  comprised  in  the  devise  to  the  Plaintiff  and  v. 

his  sister  was  charged  with  the  mortgage  debt,  the  per- 
sonal estate,  which  was  the  natural  and  primary  fund^ 
was  not  exonerated  from  the  obligation  to  discharge  the 
burthen ;  and  they  cited  Serle  v.  St.  Elqy  (a),  Galton 
V.  Hancock  (J),  Tait  v.  Lord  Northwick  (c),  fVatson  v. 
Brickwood.  (d) 

Mr.  Tinner/  and  Mr.  Piggott^  for  John  Routh,  the 
'elder,  and  the  other  parties  beneficially  interested  in  the 
residuary  estate,  insisted  that  the  testator,  by  extending 
the  security  so  as  to  include  the  additional  property 
comprised  in  the  devise  to  the  Plaintiff  and  his  sister, 
had  shown  a  clear  intention  to  exonerate  the  personal 
estate  altogether;  and  they  relied  strongly  upon  Hancox 
V.  Abbey^  which  was,  they  contended,  the  case  of  a  specific 
devise,  subject,  like  the  devise  in  the  present  case,  to  the 
payment  of  a  particular  debt,  such  payment  being  the 
condition  of  the  gift,  {e)  They  also  referred  to  Bttrton  v. 
Knowlton  (g).  Tower  v.  Lord  Rous  (A),  Bootle  v.  Blun-' 
dell  (0>  Greene  v.  Greene{k\  Clutierbuck  v.  Ciutterbuck.  (/) 
They  submitted,  moreover,  that,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
clear  mistake  of  figures,  it  was  not  competent  to  a  devisee 
to  dispute  the  recitals  contained  in  the  devise  under  which 
he  took ;  Robinson  v.  Bransby.  (m)  Here  the  testator 
had  described  himself  as  having  purchased  the  property 
in  question,  subject  to  the  mortgage :  and  it  was  a 
well  settled  principle,  that,  in  such  a  case,  unless  the 

mortgage 

(a)  2  P.  Wm.  386.  (A)  18  Ves.  132. 

{b)  SiA*k.AZO.  (i)  19  r«.494. 

(c)  4  Ves.  816.  {k)  4  Mad.  148. 

[d)  9  Vet.  447.  (/)  1  Mylne  ^  Keen,  15. 
ie)  II  re.M79.  (m)  6  Mad.  548. 
{g)  3  Fes.  107. 
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1838.  mortgage  money  fonped  part  of  the  consideration  for 
the  estate,  or  the  purchaser,  by  communication  with  the 
mortgagee,  distinctly  took  the  debt  upon  himself,  the 
mortgage  would,  as  .between  his  heir  and  executor,  be 
considered  as  a  charge  upon  the  land,  and  his  personal 
estate,  therefore,  would  be  only  an  auxiliary  fund  for  die 
payment  of  it ;  Waring  v.  Ward  (a),  Sugden^s  Laa>  of 
Vendors  and  Purchasers,  {b) 

•  Mr.  BarloWi  for  CruttweUy  the  other  executor. 


April  94.  The  Lord  Chancellor  entered  into  an  elaborate 

and  minute  examination  of  the  history  of  the  trans- 
actions between  Orchard  and  Bowsherj  and  then  con- 
tinued as  follows :  — 

The  result  of  this  examination  is  to  leave  no  doubt 
in  my  mind,  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  was  really  the 
debt  of  Bcmher  ;  that  he  was  the  person  who  owed  tbe 
money,  although,  as  between  himself  and  the  mortgagee, 
he  did  not  appear  as  the  party  who  contracted  the  debt 
It  comes,  however,  to  much  the  same  thing ;  for  if  a 
man  borrows  money  in  the  name  of  a  trustee,  the  debt 
is,  in  one  way  or  other,  his  from  the  commencement, 
either  to  the  person  who  advances  the  money,  or  to  the 
trustjee  in  whose  name  it  is  borrowed. 

If  then,  the  &ct  has  been  clearly  made  out  in  evi- 
dence, as  I  think  it  has,  that  this  debt  of  2900/.  was  the 
debt  of  the  testator,  the  question  of  law  is  a  matter  of 
little  or  no  difficulty.  The  testator,  in  connection  with 
these  three  houses   in  Norfolk  Crescent^  gives  certain 

other 

(a)  5  Vei.  670.     7  Ve9. 552.  {b)  Vol.  i*  p.  188.  9th  ed. 
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Other  property,  and  he  devises  the  whole  to  the  Plain- 
tiff and  his  sister,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  mort- 
gage debt  of  2900/.  to  the  representatives  of  Arch-  _  v, 
deacon  fVilles.  He  then  gives  the  residue  of  his  real 
estates,  and  all  his  personal  estate  and  effects  what- 
soever, subject  nevertheless,  as  to  his  personal  estate, 
to  the  payment  of  his  just  debts,  funeral  and  testament- 
ary expenses,  except  such  debts  as  are  therein  ex- 
cepted therefrom,  to  bis  trustees^  upon  the  trusts  therein 
declared;  and,  in  another  part  of  his  will,  he  gives 
his  four  messuages  in  Nelson  Placet  described  as  subject 
to  certain  mortgages  thereon,  from  the  payment  of 
which  mortgages  he  thereby  exempts  his  personal  estate. 
So  that  the  testator,  in  effect,  gives  certain  specified 
premises,  subject  to  one  mortgage,  without  any  direction 
that  they  shall  bear  the  mortgage,  and  he  gives  other 
mortgaged  premises,  with  an  express  direction  that  the 
personal  estate  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  them. 
The  gift  of  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate,  subject 
to  the  payment  of  his  debis,  except  such  debts  as  are 
therein  excepted,  amounts  to  a  declaration  that  the  per- 
sonal estate  shall  bear  all  such  debts  as  are  not  speci- 
fically excepted.  His  attention,  too,  was  particularly 
called  to  mortgage  debts. 

Now  what  is  there  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  this  will 
referable  to  the  particular  houses  in  question  ?  The  gift 
is  of  the  houses,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  mortage. 
That  expression  however,  it  is  clear,  will  not  exonerate 
the  personal  estate ;  it  is  merely  a  description  of  the  state 
of  the  property,  and  it  has  often  been  decided  that  such 
a  form  of  expression  does  not  amount  to  an  exoneration 
of  the  personal  estate.  It  is  true,  the  devise  subject  to 
the  charge  also  includes  other  property ;  that  is  to  say, 
it  charges  other  property  which  was  not  before  subject 
to  the  mortgage  debt  But  that  circumstance  *will  not, 
3  E  4  of 
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1858.  We  must  presume  that  the  testator  was  cognizant  of 

the  rule  of  law ;  and  if  he  knew  the  law  at  all,  he  must 
have  known  that  he  could  not  exonerate  the  personal 
estate  from  the  burthen  of  his  debts,  unless  he  so  ex- 
pressed himself  as  to  lead  the  Court  to  the  fair  con- 
clusion, from  the  language  which  he  used,  that  such 
was  the  intention  which  he  meant  to  express. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  debt  in  question  was  the 
testator's  debt;  and  if  it  was  his  debt,  he  must  have 
known,  or  be  presumed  to  have  known,  that  his  per- 
sonal estate  could  only  be  relieved  from  it  by  an  express 
declaration,  or  by  words  raising  a  necessary  inference 
to  that  effect  He  has  not  so  done  with  respect  to  this 
debt  —  he  has  done  so  with  respect  to  other  mortgage 
debts,  and  therefore  I  think  that  the  ordinary  rule 
must  prevail,  (a) 

(a)  See  Nocl'v.  Lord  HerUey,  7  Price,  S41.  i  1  Dan.  SI  1. 
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Sir  THOMAS  STANLEY  MASSEY  STANLEY,      Jt^  23. 
Bart   V.  The  CHESTER   and   BIRKENHEAD 
Railway  Company. 

npHE  bill,  which  was  filed  on  the  12th  olMay  1838,  The  B.  and  (X 

-*■    stated,  that  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1836,  pany  agree^™" 

certain  persons  were  preparing  to  form  a  company  to  !j|^^  '!jS 

make  a  railroad  from  Chester  to  Birkenhead^  and  were  give  him,  for 

intending  to  apply  for  an  act  of  parliament  to  enable  ^"land"*^'^ 

them  so  to  do,  and  that  they  proposed  to  call  themselves  20^000/.,  to  be 

**  The  Chester  Junction  Railway  Company,"  but  after-  stolmentT" 

wards  altered  their  name  to  that  of  "  The  Birkenhead  ot{>er  parties, 

and  Chester  Railway  Company  :'*  and  B.  Rail- 

way Company, 
at  the  same 
That  the  line  of  railway  proposed  to  be  formed  by  time  start  a 

the  intended  company  was  to  pass  through  certain  parts  J^*jJ  ^°^_"* 
of  the  Plaintiff's  estates,  and  would  have  been  injurious  panies  go  to 
to,  and  destructive  of,  his  property ;  and  that  he  was  in  committee 
therefore,  in  the  first  instance,   much  opposed  to  the  it  is  agreed 
!•  .•         r.i_  ^      '1  that  the  merits 

formation  of  that  railway  :  of  both  lines 

shall  be  re- 

That  William  Spurstam  Miller^  in  the  character   of  members  of 

solicitor  for  the  promoters  of  the  intended  railway,  made  mittee"and 

overtures  the  solicitors 
for  the  rival 
companies  at  the  same  time  sign  an  agreement,  b;^  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  the 
adopted  company  shall  take  the  engagements  with  landholders,  into  which  the 
rejected  company  may  have  entered;  and  to  this  agreement  the  sanction  of  two 
members  of  each  company,  and  also  of  the  Plaintifl^  is  subsequently  obtained,  and 
IS  signified  by  a  written  memorandum  of  approval  The  C.  and  B.  company  is 
adopted,  and  is  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Their  line  will  require  sixteen 
acres  of  the  Plaintiff's  land  in  a  different  place.  The  Plaintiff  files  a  bill  against 
the  (7.  and  B,  company,  stating  these  facts,  and  seeking  to  compel  them  to  keep 
the  agreement  entered  into  by  him  with  the  B.  and  C.  company;  and  to  restrain 
the  C  and  B,  company  from  entering  upon  any  lands  belonging  to  him,  till  after 
payment  of  the  first  instalment,  which  is  already  due;  and  from  proceeding,  after 
subsequent  instalments  become  due,  tilhsuch  instalments  shall  have  been  paid.  The 
Defendants  demur  generally  to  the  bill    Demurrer  over-ruled. 
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1888.        overtures  to  the  Plaintiff  for  his  consent,  and  that,  after 

some  negotiation,  the  Plaintiff  undertook  to  give  his 

consent  to  the  company  for  the  proposed  line  of  railn^ay, 

CHEST£ft  and   '^^  ^  permit  them  to  form  the  same  through  his  estates, 

BiRKENHKAD    OH  terms  to  be  fixed  by  the  airents  of  the  Plaintiff  and 
Railway  .  .  . 

Company.      ^^  ^^®  intended  company :  and  that,  in  settling  such 

terms,  W.  &  Miller  was  appointed  to  act  for  the  intended 

company,  and  Richard  Blundell  for  the  Plaintiff:   That 

Miller  and  Blundell  accordingly  met,  and  on  the  17th 

oi  January  1837  signed  a  memorandum,  which  was  set 

out  in  the  bill,  and  which^  after  certain  recitals,  was 

couched  in  the  following  terms :  — 

^^  Now  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  fixed  that,  in  case  the 
said  act  shall  pass  into  law,  the  said  company  shall  pay  tQ 
the  said  Sir  Thomas  Stanley  i[i%sdXA  sum  of  20,000/.  at  the 
following  times,  and  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to 
say;  the  sumof  5000A  previous  to  the  said  company  en- 
tering on  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the 
formation  of  the  said  railway,  and  within  three  months 
from  the  day  the  said  act  of  parliament  shall  receive  the 
royal  assent,  and  the  sum  of  10>000/.  within  twelvemonths 
from  the  day  of  the  first  mentioned  payment,  and  the 
sum  of  5000/.  within  twelve  months  from  the  day  of 
payment  of  the  said  last  before  mentioned  part.    And 
that  on  payment   of  the  said  last  mentioned  sum  of 
5000/.,  and  not  before,  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Stardfy  shall 
execute,  with  all  proper  parties,  a  conveyance  of  such  of 
his  property  as  shall  be  required  for  the  said  railway  as 
delineated  and  marked  out  in  the  plan  so  deposited,  and 
that,  in  the  formation  of  the  said  railway,  such  con- 
veniences as  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Stanley  shall  require 
for  communication  with  the  land  on  each  side,  and  for 
hunting  purposes,  shall  be  made:  and  in  case  of  any  dif- 
ference on  this  point,  the  same  shall  be  left  to  his  sur- 
veyor, and  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  company,  and  of 

such 
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such  third  person  as  the  two  so  named  shall  appoint,        1838. 

and  the  decision  of  any  two  of  them  shall  be  conclusive.     ^'^^''^"^ 
^  Stanley 

Bichard  Blundell,  W.  S.  Miller : "  r. 

The 
Chebtea  and 
That  about  the  same  time  at  which  the  scheme  for    Birkenhead 

forming  the  company,  to  be  called  "  The  Birkenhead  and  Company. 
Chester  {lailway  Company/'  was  set  on  foot,  another  pro« 
posal  was  made  by  other  parties  for  forming  a  railway 
between  the  same  points  —  Chester  and  Birkenhead  — 
but  by  a  different  line,  and  that  it  was  proposed  by  them 
that  application  should  be  made  to  parliament  for  form- 
ing them  into  a  company,  with  powers  to  make  such 
railway,  and  which  should  be  called  "  The  Chester  and 
Birkenhead  Railway  Company:"  ^^  ^ 

That  the  proposed  line  of  the  proposed  Chester  and 
Birkenhead  Railway  also  passed  through  the  Plaintiff's 
estates,  and  that  to  such  line  the  Plaintiff  dissented : 

That  Joseph  Mallabt/  was  the  solicitor  for  the  intended 
Chester  and  Birkenhead  Railway  Company,  and  was 
authorised  to  act  for  them ;  and  that  two  bills  were  in  the 
session  of  1837  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  one  for  forming  the  line  which  was  to  be  called  The 
Birkenhead  and  Chester  Railway,  and  the  other  for 
forming  the  line  which  was  to  be  called  The  Chester  and 
Birkenhead  Railway : 

That  both  the  bills  were  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee of  the  House :  and  that  in  the  course  of  their 
examination  of  the  respective  merits  of  the  rival  lines, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  proposed  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  Lord  Sandon  and  Mr.  Wilson 
Patten^  two  members  of  the  committee,  to  determine 
which  of  the  two  lines  should  be  adopted : 

Tliat 
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1838.  That  such  proposal  was  assented  to  by  the  promoters 

^•^"v^"^^  of  the  two  bills  respectively,  and  an  entry  of  the  &ct  of 

0,  such  agreement  for  reference  was  made  in  the  minates 

'^^     ,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee : 

BiKKENHEAD 

Company.  "^^^  before  the  committee  adjourned  for  the  day  on 
which  such  proposal  was  made  and  agreed  to,  an  agree- 
ment was  made  and  signed  by  the  respective  solicitors 
for  the  two  bills  in  the  following  terms : — 

<<  It  is  agreed  by  the  undersigned  solicitors  of  The 
Chester  and  Birkenhead,  and  Birkenhead  and  Chester 
Railways,  for  and  on  behalf  of  their  respective  clientSi 
that  the  merits  of  the  two  lines  shall  be  submitted  to 
Lord  Sandon  and  Mr.  Wilson  Patten^  who  are  to  de- 
cide which  line  shall  be  adopted,  and  what  ought  to  be 
done,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  different  ferries,  by 
the  line  selected.     It  is  the  basis  of  the  agreement  that 
the  shareholders  of  the  rejected  line  are  to  be  at  liberty, 
if  they  think  proper,  to  take  shares  in  the  other  line. 
And  further,  that  the  adopted  line  {a)  so  to  take  the 
engagements  entered  into  with  the  landholders  by  the 
rejected  line ;  18th  April  1837.  Joseph  Mallahf^  solicitor 
for  the  Chester  and  Birkenhead  Railway ;  W.  &  MiUer^ 
Samuel  Brittain,  junior,   solicitors  to  the  Birkenhead 
and  Chester:'* 

That  such  agreement,  so  signed,  was  approved  of  and 
adopted  by  the  promoters  of  the  two  bills  respectively, 
and  by  the  agent  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  that  such  approval 
was  testified  by  the  said  agreement  being  aigned  as 
follows  :  —  "  Approved ;  R.  Bryan,  Chairman,  Chris* 
topher  Bentham.  Approved ;  George  John  Chamberka/ne, 
Samuel  Brittain.    Approved,   Richard  Blunddl : ''  the 

said 
(a)'  So  in  the  bill 
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said  Bichard  Bryan  and  Christopher  Bentham  being  two  18S8. 

of  the  members  of  the  committee  acting  for  the  pro-  ^^^^^"^ 

moters  of  the  Chester  and  Birl(;pihead  Railway  Company  «. 

Bill,  and  the  said  George  John  Chamberlayne  and  Samuel  rj„  j„^^  ^^ 

Brittain  being  two  of  the  committee  acting  for  the  pro-  Bireenhba]> 

moters  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Chester  Railway  Company  Company. 
Bill;  and  the  said  Bichard  BlundeU  being  the  agent 
authorized  to  act  for  the  Plaintiff: 

That  the  engineer  employed  by  the  promoters  of  the 
Chester  and  Birkenhead  line  was  Mr,  Stephenson ;  and 
the  engineer  employed  by  the  promoters  of  the  Birken^ 
head  and  Chester  line  was  Mr,  Walker : 

That  the  referees  made  their  award,  which  was 
filed  among  the  minutes  and  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which  was  set  out 
at  length  in  the  bill,  and  concluded  in  the  following 
terms  :  — "  We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  under 
provision* that  the  line  from  the  station  to  Woodside 
Ferry  shall  not  be  open  to  the  public  till  the  above 
mentioned  communications  to  the  other  ferries  has 
been  secured  by  act  of  parliament  and  completed,  Mr. 
Stephenson's  line  will  unite  adequate  accommodation  at 
the  least  cost  and  local  inconvenience,  and  should  there- 
fore be  selected.  Having  no  authority  from  the  land- 
owners, we  have  not  felt  ourselves  at  liberty  to  go  in 
detail  into  the  question  of  injuries  apprehended  by  them 
from  the  respective  lines.  They  will,  of  course,  remain 
in  full  possession  of  the  right  of  being  heard  before  the 
committee,  and  stating  their  objections  to  either  line. 
Sandony  J.  JVibon  Patten ;" 

That  upon  such  award  being  made,  the  Birkenhead 
and  Chester  bill  was  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  for  making 

a  railway 
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1838.       a  railway  from  Chester  Xo  Birkenhead  was  passed  by  the 

^r^^^"^^     House  of  Commons : 

Stanley 

CHEsroa  and  "^^^  ^^^  Plaintiff,  relying  on  the  agreement  made 
BiftKSNHEAD  between  W.  S.  Miller  on  behalf  of  the  Birkenhead  and 
Com^j.  Chester  Railway  Company,  and  Richard  Bhmdett  on  the 
Plaintiff's  behalf,  and  so  as  aforesaid  agreed  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Chester  and  Birkenhead  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  not  doubting  that  the  same  would  be  fidth- 
fully  adhered  to  and  executed  by  the  Chester  and  Birk- 
enhead  Railway  Company,  assented  to  the  bill  for 
forming  the  Chester  and  Birkenhead  Railway,  and  took 
no  part  in  the  further  opposition  that  was  made  thereto 
in  the  House  of  Commons  or  in  the  House  of  Lords : 


That  the  Chester  and  Birkenhead  Railway  Bill  passed 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Royal  Assent  was  given 
thereto  on  the  12th  of  July  18S7 ;  and  that,  by  the  act 
of  parliament  so  passed,  it  was  enacted  that  certain 
persons  therein  named  or  described,  of  whom  the  said 
Richard  Bryan  and  Christopher  Bentham  were  two, 
should  be  united  into  a  company  for  making  and  main- 
taining the  said  railway,  and  should  be  one  corporate 
body,  by  the  name  and  style  of  '^The  Chester  and 
Birkenhead  Railway  Company." 

The  bill  then  proceeded  to  allege  that  the  Chester  and 
Birkenhead  Railway  Company  had  refused  to  perform 
the  agreement  made  between  Miller  and  Bbtndell,  and 
it  charged  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  for  the 
reference  to  Lord  Sandon  and  Mr.  fVilson  Patten,  the 
Defendants  adopted  the  agreement  between  Miller  and 
BlundeUy  and  took  upon  themselves  all  the  liabilities 
under  it  of  the  promoters  of  the  other  line  of  railway ; 
and  that  when  the  proposal  for  reference  to  Lord  Sandon 
and  Mr.  Wilson  Patten  was  under  consideration  between 

the 
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the  several  parties,  W.  S.  MiUer^  acting  as  solicitor  and        18S8. 
agent  of  the  line  afterwards  rejected,  distinctly  informed     ^^^^"^^^ 
Mr.  Hallabi/f  who  was  acting  as  the  solicitor  .and  agent  v. 

of  the  promoters  of  the  line  which  was  adopted,  and  in   ^    ^°®      . 
the  presence*  and  hearing  of  Mr.  Bltmdell,  the  PlaintifiPs    Bibkenhsad 
agent,  of  the  existence  of  a  contract  or  agreement  with     Company, 
the  Plaiuti£P,  and  although  Mr.  Miller  declined  to  name 
the  exact  sum  which,  under  such  contract  or  agreement, 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  Plainti£P,  yet  he  informed  Mr. 
MaUatn/y  and  also  two  of  the  persons  acting  as  a  com- 
mittee for  the  Chester  and  Birkenhead  Railway  Com- 
pany, that  the  sum  was  more  than  15,000/.,  but  would 
not  exceed  20,000/.,  and  that  it  was  after   they  had 
distinct  knowledge  to  that  extent  of  the  contract  or 
agreement  with  the  Plainti£P,  that  the  agreement  for 
reference  to  Lord  Sandon  and  Mr.  Wilson  Patten  was 
made  and  signed. 

The  bill  further  charged  that  by  the  line  of  road 
proposed  to  be  formed  by  the  Birkenhead  and  Chester 
Railway,  only  fourteen  and  a  half  statute  acres  of  the 
Plaintiff's  land  would  have  been  taken,  whereas,  by  the 
line  to  be  formed  by  the  Defendants,  sixteen  and  three- 
quarters  statute  acres  were  to  be  taken,  and  the  rejected 
line  was  purposely  laid  down  so  as  to  avoid  certain  fox 
covers  and  preserves  on  the  Plaintiff's  estate,  whereas 
the  present  line  of  the  Defendants  went  through  and 
destroyed  two  fox  covers  and  preserves ;  and,  in-^other 
respects,  the  line  of  the  Defendant's  railway  did  much 
greater  injury  to  the  Plaintiff  and  his  estate,  than  would 
have  been  done  by  that  line  of  railway,  the  formation  of 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  agreement. 
• 

The  bill  prayed,  that  it  might  be  declared  that  the 
agreement  of  the  17th  of  January  18S7  was  binding 
upon   the  Defendants,  and   that  under  it  they  were 

Vol.111.  SF  bound  ' 
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1838.        bound  to  pay  to  th6  Plaintiff,  at  the  time  and  in  the 

^^^^^     manner  therein  mentioned,  the  sum  of  20,000/. ;  and 
Stanley  '  r  t 

V.  that  they  might  be  decreed  specifically  to  perform  thai 

Chksteb  and  agreement,  and   forthwith  to  pay  to  the  Plaintiff  the 

Birkenhead    sum  of  5000t,  and  to  pay  him  the  sum  of-10,000i.  on 

Coinpany.     ^^  ^^^^  ^^  October  next,  being  twelve  months  from  the 

day  when  the  first  5000/.  ought  to  have  been  paid,  and 

to  pay  the  Plaintiff  the  further  sum  of  5000/.  on  the 

ISth  of  October  1839,  and  also  to  pay  to  the  Plaintiff 

the  costs  of  the  present  suit;  the  Plaintiff  offering  in  all 

respects  to  perform  and  execute  the  agreement  on  his 

part;  and  that  the  Defendants  might  be  restrained  from 

entering  upon  the  Plaintiff's  lands  until   they  should 

have  paid  him   the  full   sum  of  5000/. ;  and  if  they 

should  not  pay  to  him  the  sum  of  10,000/.  on  or  before 

the  1 3th  of  October  next,  then  that  they  might  be  re« 

strained  from  entering  upon  the  Plaintiff's  lands,  and 

from  proceeding  with  the  formation  of  the  railway  in 

any  manner  over  his  lands  after  the  13th  or  October 

next,  until  they  should  have  paid  to  the  Plaintiff  the 

fiill  sum  of  10,000/.;  and  if  the  Defendants  should  not 

pay  to  the  Plaintiff  the  further  sum  of  50002.  on  or 

before  the  13th  of  October  1839,  then  that  they  might 

be  restrained  from  entering  upon  the  Plaintiff's  lands, 

and  fi-om  proceeding  with  tlie  formation  of  the  railway 

in  any  manner  over  the  Plaintiff's  lands  after  the  13th 

of  October  1839,  until  they  should  have  paid  to  the 

Plaintiff  the  further  fiill  sum  of  5000/. 

To  this  bill  the  Defendants  put  in  a  general  demurrer, 
which  the  Vice-Chancellor  over-ruled,  and  the  Defend- 
ants thereupon  appealed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.  Jacobj  Mr.  Wigram,  and  Mr.  Walker^  in  support 
of  the  demurrer,  contended  that  the  allegations  in  the 
bill  were  not  sufficiently  definite  and  certain  to  entitle 

the 
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the  Plaintiff  to  any  relief,  and  referred  to  The  Aitarney        18S8. 
General  v.  The  Mayor  of  Norwich  {a)  and  Kemp  v.      q^^^^ 
Pryor.  (i)     They   argued   that  it    was    impossible   to  v, 

understand  from  the  bill  what  it  was  that  the  Plaintiff  Cheskb  and 
sought  to  compel  the  Defendants  to  do;  and  that  it  Birkenhead 
was  impossible  to  suppose  that  Sir  T.  Stanley  meant  to  Company. 
assert  the  extravagant  proposition  that  the  Defendants 
were  bound  to  take  the  fourteen  and  a  half  acres 
which  were  situate  on-  the  line  which  the  railway  would 
not  now  pursue ; '  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  main- 
tain that  Sir  T.  Stanley  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  agreement  between  the  solicitors  of  the  rival  com- 
panies, to  which  he  was  no  party,  even  although  his 
solicitor,  or  even  he  himself,  might  have  written  ^^  ap- 
proved "  at  the  foot  of  that  agreement  They  insisted 
that,  even  supposing  the  agreement  between  the  solicitors 
of  the  rival  companies  to  be  a  contract  of  indemnity 
between  the  two  companies,  yet  the  agreement  which  Sir 
71  Stanley  sought  to  enforce  was  an  agreement  which 
was  to  be  performed  by  the  rejected  company,  only  in 
the  event  of  their  act  of  parliament  passing  and  their 
intended  line  being  sanctioned.  They  further  observed 
that  the  Plaintiff  did  not  offer  to  give  up  the  sixteen 
acres,  and  that  be  might  say,  at  the  hearing,  that  he 
never  intended  to  give  them  up. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  question  for  me  to  consider  (arising  as  it  does 
upon  a  general  demurrer),  is  whether  the  bill  does  or 
does  not  state  a  case  which,  if  proved,  will,  at  the 
hearing,  entitle  the  Plaintiff  to  some  relief.  The  caise, 
as  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  is  one  of  the 
grossest  frauds  I  have  ever  seen  attempted.     I  have 

nothing 

(a)  2  Mylne  ^  Crmg,  406.  {b)  7  Vei.  237. 

3  F  2 
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1838.        nothing  to  do  with  the  question  whether  Sir  71  Statdey 
^"^^"^^^^     (the  Plaintiff)  has  or  has  not  an  extravagant  bargain. 
V.  Sir  T.  Stanley  entered  into  a  certain  contract  with  an 

C  6STER  and  ^"tended  raih¥ay  company ;  [His  Lordship  read  the  sub- 
BiKKEHHEAD  stance  of  the  contract];  but  it  being  a  matter  of  contest 
Compw^,  between  that  company  and  this  which  of  them  should 
have  an  Act  of  Parliament,  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  the  two  companies,  pending  this  contest, 
by  one  of  the  terms  of  which  it  was  provided  that  the 
adopted  )ine  should  take  the  engagements  entered  into 
with'the  landholders  by  the  rejected  line.  [His  Lordship 
read  this  agreement].  The  Plaintiff  is  no  party  to  this 
agreement,  but  the  allegation  is,  that  it  was  approved 
and  adopted  by  the  promoters  of  the  two  companies, 
and  by  the  Plaintiff,  and  that  such  approval  was  testified 
by  the  agreement  being  signed  by  two  persons  on  behalf 
of  each  of  the  companies,  and  by  the  Plaintiff  himself 
through  the  instrumentality  of  an  agent.  What  could 
be  the  meaning  of  the  arrangement  so  made^  if  it  was 
not  that  the  Plaintiff  was  to  look  for  performance  of  his 
contract  to  the  existing  company,  instead  of  to  the  re- 
jected company  ?  [His  Lordship  read  the  allegation.] 

It  could  mean  but  one  of  two  things;  viz.,  either  that 
the  agreement  already  existing  between  the  Plaintiff  and 
one  of  the  companies  should  be  considered  as  if  entered 
into  between  himself  and  that  company  which  should 
be  actually  selected  by  Parliament ;  or  that,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  company  which  should  not  succeed  in  ob- 
taining an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  contracts  of  that  com- 
pany should  be  executed  by  the  company  selected :  and 
then,  the  company  selected  having  obtained  the  con- 
currence of  the  Plaintiff  in  that  agreement — although  it 
certainly  is  not  distinctly  alleged  that  he  assented  to  the 
bill  on  the  faitli  of  it  — it  is  said  that  if  you  look  to  the 
original  agreement,  the  land  was  to  be  taken  only  in 

case 
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Stanley 


case  the  rejected  company  succeeded  in  getting  an  Act        1838. 
of  Parliament ;  and  therefore  we,  the  Defendants,  will 
exercise  the  adverse  powers  of  our  Act  of  Parliament  \' 

independently  of  that  agreement  ChestcI  and 

BiaKENHEAD 

Would  any  court  of  equity  permit  the  company  first  Company. 
to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  Plaintiff  in  an  agree- 
ment like  this,  and  then  to  turn  round  and  say  they 
will  disregard  it  altogether,  and  put  in  force  the  adverse 
powers  of  the  act,  as  if  no  such  agreement  was  in 
existence  ? 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  on  the  face  of 
the  bill,  there  does  appear  such  a  case  as  will  entitle  the 
Plaintiff  to  some  relief.  I  cannot  suppose  that  the  com* 
pany,  as  a  body,  will  adopt  a  course  which  no  individual 
member  of  the  company  would  adopt.  If  I  were  to 
allow  the  demurrer,  I  should  be  saying  that  the  com- 
pany might  go  upon  the  Plaintiff's  land,  and  give  him 
for  it  only  what  a  jury  might  award. 

Demurrer  over-ruled. 


Mr.  Temple  and   Mr.  Lqfttis  Lcnondes  were  counsel 
for  the  Plaintiff,  but  were  not  called  upon. 


SF  3 


CASES  IN  CHANCERY. 


1838. 
Dee*  S,  6. 15. 


GREENHALGH    v.    The    MANCHESTER   and 
BIRMINGHAM  Railway  Company. 


The  owner  of  TN  the  latter  part  of  the  year  ISSS,  two  joint  stock 

which^rail-  companies  were  projected  for  the  construction  of 

way  company  distinct  and  independent  lines  of  railway,  to  proceed 

^rCLTiu  1^  from  Manchester  towards  the  South.     One  of  these 

about  to  en-  lines,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  **  The  Manchester 

titled  to  an  ~  South  Union  Railway,''  was  to  terminate  at  TanrwartA  in 

interlocutory  Warmickshire :  the  other,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Man- 

restrain  them  Chester^  Cheshire^  and  Staffordshire  Railway,"  was  in- 

from  so  enter-  tended  to  connect  the  town  of  Manchester  with  the 

mg,  if  by  ni8 

silence  and       Grand  Junction  Railway,  which  it  was  to  join  near  a 

hw^raU^ted  P^*®®  ^"^^  Rickerscote  in  the  county  of  Stajbrd. 
the  company 

thei^woriu  The  subscribers  to  the  respective  undertakings  im- 

upon  the  sup-  mediately  adopted  the  usual  measures  for  carrying  their 
uiey  were  en-  schemes  into  effect,  by  forming  provisional  committees, 
^t\edu>  enter  by  appointing  solicitors,  agents,  and  engineers,  by  en- 
the  land  in  tering  into  contracts  with  the  owners  of  property  situate 
question.  ^^  ^j^^  proposed  lines,  and  by  giving  the  requisite  notices 

of  their  intention  to  apply  for  acts  of  parliament  to  con- 
fer on  them  the  powers  and  privileges  of  incorporated 
companies. 

On  the  Uth  o(  February  1837,  the  Plaintiff,  who  was 
a  proprietor  of  land,  in  the  township  of  Ardmck^  and 
lying  in  the  proposed  line  of  the  Manchester  South 
Union  Railway,  entered  into  an  agreement,  in  writing, 
with  three  of  the  provisional  committee  of  that  under- 
taking, acting  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  other 
subscribers,  by  which  he  agreed,  at  the  price  and  upon 
the  terms  therein  stated,  to  sell  and  convey  to  the  com- 
pany 
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pany  the  fee  simple  of  two  plots  of  land  therein  de-        18S8. 
scribed,   and  containing  together  7040  square  yards;   p^^""^^^*^ 
and  it  was  thereby,  among  other  things,  provided  that,  9. 

in  case  the  act  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  as  a   |^^^^„^  ^^ 
company  should  not  pass  during  the  then  present  ses-  and 

sion  of  parliament,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  sub-  R^u^^y  ^^ 
scribers  to  vacate  the  agreement,  on  giving  the  PlaintiiF  Company, 
three  months*  notice,  and  paying  rent  for  the  land  up 
to  the  expiration  of  such  notice :  and  further,  that,  in 
the  event  of  any  other  company  obtaining  an  act,  for 
the  purposes  of  which  it  might  become  necessary  or 
desirable  to  sell  the  land  to  such  company  before  the 
South  Union  Company  should  obtain  their  act,  or  in 
the  event  of  the  purchase  not  being  completed  within 
two  years,  the  Plaintiff  should  be  at  liberty  to  vacate 
the  agreement  upon  giving  three  months'  notice. 

In  the  parliamentary  session  of  1837,  two  bills  were 
accordingly  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
one  for  constituting  the  company  which  was  to  be  called 
**  The  .Manchester  South  Union  Railway  Company,** 
and  the  other  for  constituting  the  company  which  was 
to  be  called  "  The  Manchester^  Cheshire^  and  Stafford- 
shire Railway  Company."  To  the  former  of  those  bills 
the  Plaintiff  was  an  assenting  party.  Both  bills  were 
referred  to  the  same  committee  of  the  House,  and,  after 
some  investigation  into  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
respective  lines,  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
two  bills  should  be  consolidated,  and  that  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  two  undertakings  should  be  united  so  as 
to  form  one  company.  The  necessary  arrangements 
were  made  for  carrying  this  recommendation  into  effect ; 
and  an  agreement  in  writing  was,  in  the  month  of  May 
1837,  entered  into  and  adopted  by  persons  duly  author- 
ised to  act  on  behalf  of  the  promoters  of  the  respective 
undertakings.  By  one  of  the  clauses  in  that  agreement, 
3F  4  it 
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18S8.       it  was  provided,  that  in  every  case  where  either  oom- 

J^^^^^"^^^    pany  should  have  entered  into  any  contracts  or  en- 

V.  gagements  with  landowners  whose  property  might  be 

Mamchestbe  ^^'^  "'y  whichever  of  the  two  projected  lines  might 

and         be  adopted,  though  in  a  somewhat  different  mode^  and 

Railway      ^^^  company  projecting  the  accepted  line  should  not 

Company,     (though  the  other  company  might)  have  made  contracts 

with  individual  landowners,  the  contracts  so  entered  into 

by  the  company  proposing  the  rejected  line,  should  be 

adopted  by  the  united  company,  having  regard  to  the 

different  modes  in  which  the  property  might  be  afiected 

by  the  adopted  line.     On  the  13th  of  May  1837,  a 

copy  of  this  clause  in  the  agreement  was  sent  to  the 

Plaintiff  by  the  solicitors  acting  on  behalf  of  the  united 

company. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangements  before  mentioned, 
leave  was  given  to  consolidate  the  two  bills,  which  was 
accordingly  done ;  and  the  committee  then  reported  to 
the  House  of  Commons  that  the  line  adopted  in  the 
consolidated  bill  was  partly  that  proposed  for  the  Man- 
Chester^  Cheshire^  and  Staffordshire  Railway,  and  pardy 
that  proposed  for  the  Manchester  South  Union  Railway. 
So  far  as  the  Plaintiff's  land  was  concerned,  the  line 
adopted  was  the  line  which  had  been  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  the  Manchester^  Cheshire^  and-  SUzffbrdshire 
Railway ;  and  the  Plaintiff,  relying,  as  he  stated  in  one 
'  of  his  affidavits  in  this  cause,  on  the  before  mentioned 
clause  in  the  agreement  of  jlfoy,  and  on  the&ith  that  the 
united  company  were  bound  to  perform  the  contract  of  the 
14th  oi  February  1837,  instead  of  opposing,  gave  his  as- 
sent to  the  new  bill.  On  this  point,  however,  the  affi- 
davits were  conflicting,  there  being  some  evidence  to  shew 
that  the  Plaintiff's  name  was  not  included  among  the 
assents,  but  was  returned  in  the  list  as  neutral.  The 
new  bill  afterwards  passed  both  houses  of  parliament, 

and 
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and  finally  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  30th  of       1888. 
June  1837.     By  the  act  so  passed,  the  persons  therein   q"^^^^^ 
named,  and  all  other  the  subscribers  to  the  two  pro-  v. 

The 

posed  railways,  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  MAj^cBBSTsa 
"  The  Manchestei^VLiiA  Birmingham  Railway  Company,"  and 

for  making  and   maintaining  the  railway  therein  de-     ^RjiTway  ** 
scribed ;  and  the  usual  powers  for  purchasing  and  hold-     Company, 
ing  lands  for  the  purposes  of  the  undertaking,  were 
thereby  conferred  on  the  company.     Shortly  after  the 
passing  of  the  act,  some  written  communications  passed 
between  the  Plaintiff,  or  his  solicitor,  and  the  solicitors 
of  the  new  company,  with  reference  to  his  contract  with 
the  South  Union  Company ;  and,  on  the  7th  of  October 
1837,  he  received  from  the  chairman  of  the  provisional 
committee  of  the  proposed  South  Union  Railway  Com- 
pany, a  formal  notice,  dated  the  18th  of  September^  that 
the  subscribers  to  the^  agreement  between  that  company 
and  the  Plaintiff,  would  vacate  that  agreement  as  on 
Christmas  day  then  next.     On  the  5th  of  December^  in 
the  same  year,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Manchester  and  Bir* 
mingham   Railway  Company,  informing  him  that  the 
company's  engineers  were  about  to  enter  upon  his  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  staking ^ut  the  line,  and  taking  the 
levels  and  surveys  by  which  the  quantity  of  ground  re- 
quired by  the  company  would  be  determined ;  and  that 
as  soon  as  the  chief  engineer  should  have  reported  to 
the  directors  what  portion  of  his  property  would  be 
required  for  the  railway,  they  were  desirous  of  treating 
with  the  Plaintiff  for  the  purchase  of  it 

On  the  the  23d  oi  January  1838,  the  Plaintiff  sent  a 
« letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Manchester  and  Bir- 
mingham  Railway  Company,  in  which  he  inquired  whe- 
ther the  company  intended  to  hold  him  to  his  contract 
with  the  projectors  of  the  South  Union  line,  and  if  not, 

what 
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what  quantity  of  bis  land  they  woald  reqaire.  The 
terms  of  this  letter  are  fully  stated  in  the  judgment. 
On  the  15th  of  June  1838,  a  communication  was  made 
by  the  Plaintiff's  solicitor  to  the  solicitor  for  the  'Man- 
chester and  Birmingham  Railway  Company,  contending 
that  the  contract  of  the  14th  of  February  1837  was 
binding  on  the  company,  and  refusing  to  treat  with 
them  on  any  other  basis,  and  at  the  same  time  threaten- 
ing to  take  proceedings  to  enforce  the  contract ;  and  on 
the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  solicitor  for  the  com- 
pany stated,  in  reply,  that  any  such  proceedings  would 
be  resisted* 


On  the  6th  of  August  1838,  the  Plaintiff  was  serred 
with  a  notice  from  the  Manchester  and  Birmingham 
Railway  Company,  stating  that  the  company  intended, 
under  the  provisions  of  their  act,  to  take  the  land  of 
the  Plaintiff  described  and  delineated  in  a  schedule  and 
plan  annexed,  and  requiring  him  to  treat  with  them  for 
the  sale  of  such  land,  and  also  for  any  compensation  he 
might  claim ;  and  intimating  that,  in  case  of  his  refusal 
to  do  so  within  ten  days,  a  jury  would  be  impannelled, 
to  assess  the  value  of  such  land,  and  also  such  com- 
pensation. 

The  Plaintiff  thereupon  filed  the  present  bill  against 
the  Manchester  and  Birmingham  Railway  Company, 
praying  a  declaration  that  the  agreement  of  the  14th 
of  February  1837,  with  the  subscribers  to  the  JMim- 
chester  South  Union  Railway,  was  binding  upon  the 
Defendants ;  and  that  they  might  be  compelled  specifi- 
cally to  perform  it;  and  that  an  injunction  might,  in  the 
meantime,  be  issued  to  restrain  them  from  taking  any 
proceedings  in  respect  of  his  land  under  the  powers 
contained  in  their  act  of  parliament 


An 
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An  ex  parte  injunction,  obtained  during  the  long  1838. 

vacation,  was  afterwards,  upon  argument,  dissolved  by  p^^^*^^""^^ 

his  Honor  the  Vice-Chancellor,  principally  on  the  ground  v* 

that  the  projectors  of  the  South  Union  Line,  having  Manchmter 

failed  in  obtaining  their  act  of  parliament,  and  having  and 

afterwards  determined  their  contract  with  the  PlaintiflF  ^^^^^l^!^^ 

by  a  notice,  the  Plaintiff  had  no  equity  to  enforce  that  Company, 
contract  against  the  new  company. 

The  Plaintiff  appealed  against  his  Honor's  order 
dissolving  the  injunction. 

Upon  the  appeal-motion  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  argument  proc^ded  partly  on  the  ground  upon 
which  his  Honor  had  rested  his  judgment  in  dissolving 
the  injunction,  and  partly  also  on  the  conduct  and 
dealings  of  the  Plaintiff  with  the  Defendants,  and  with 
other  persons,  relative  to  his  land,  subsequently  to  the 
passing  of  the  act  of  parliament,  and  which,  it  was  con- 
tended, were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  deprive  the  Plaintiff 
of  any  title  to  the  interlocutory  interposition  of  the 
Court  by  injunction.  The  material  circumstances  con- 
stituting this  part  of  the  case,  and  upon  which  exclu- 
sively the  Lord  Chancellor  disposed  of  it,  are  stated  in 
his  Lordship's  judgment. 

Mr.  Wigram  and  Mr.  Sharpe^  for  the  Plaintiff. 

The  Solicitor^General,  Mr.  Knight  Bruce,  Mr.  Koe, 
and  Mr.  Lqfitis  LowndeSf  for  the  Defendants. 


The  Lord  Chancellor.  j)ec.  is. 

This  case,  though  it  occupied  two  days  in  discussion, 
and  the  affidavits  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  branch 


out 
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out  into  a  variety  of  &cts  and  statements,  many  of  which 
are  utterly  irrelevant,  turns  entirely  upon  two  questions; 
first,  whether  the  company  which  obtained  the  act,  and 
is  now  the  existing  company,  is  or  is  not  bound  by  the 
contract  entered  into  by  the  projectors  of  the  South 
Union  Company ;  and  secondly,  whether,  if  the  Plamtiff 
ever  had  any  right  against  the  existing  company,  any- 
thing has  taken  place  to  prevent  him  from  asserting  that 
right  by  means  of  an  interlocutory  injunction. 


In  the  view  which  I  take  of  the  case,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  ^ve  any  opinion  upon  the  first  point : 
and  I  am  not  sorry  to  be  relieved  from  that  duty ;  for 
the  question  is  one  of  very  great  nicety  and  difficulty, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  decided,  except  in  a  case  ia 
which  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  purposes  of 
justice,  that  it  should  be  decided.  And  I  find  in  this 
case  what  appear  to  me  to  be  very  safe  grounds  upon 
which  to  dispose  of  it,  without  at  all  touching  upon  that 
point;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  grounds  of 
my  decision,  I  will  assume  that  the  Plaintiff  had  a  right 
against  the  existing  company,  which  he  might  have  en- 
forced in  the  manner  alleged  by  the  bill.  I  assume  that 
for  the  purpose  of  argument  merely,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  down  any  rule  as  to  any  future  case 
which  may  occur. 

The  second  question  then  is,  supposing  that  right  to 
have  existed  when  the  act  of  parliament  passed,  in  June 
1837,  whether  anything  has  since  taken  place  between 
the  parties,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  month  of  June 
18S7,  and  the  month  of  June  18S8,  when  the  contest 
between  the  parties  arose,  to  deprive  the  Plaindff  of  the 
right  to  the  protection  of  this  Court  by  mjunction.  The 
right,  if  it  existed,  of  course  existed  at  the  time  when 
the  act  passed.  Now  the  right  is  not,  properly  speaking, 

a  right 
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a  right  of  contract,  but  rather  arises  out  of  the  contract; 
for  neither  in  this  case,  nor  in  the  case  of  Edwards  v. 
The  Grand  Junction  Bailway  Company  (a),  was  it  a 
matter  of  contract;  but  the  equity  is  this,  that  what  has 
subsequently  taken  place,  and  the  position  in  which  the 
parties  stand,  give  the  party  seeking  the  benefit  of  the 
contract  a  right  to  the  interference  of  this  Court,  by 
virtue  of  an  equity  which  induces  the  Court  to  prevent 
the  company  from  exercising  their  legal  right,  unless 
upon  the  terms  of  adopting  and  giving  efiect  to  the 
contract  which  has  been  entered  into  by  other  parties. 


0. 

The 
Manchester 

and 

Birmingham 

Railway 

Company. 


In  considering  how  far  a  party  has,  by  his  own  con- 
duct, lost  the  benefit  of  an  equity  to  which  he  was  once 
entitled,  it  is  obvious  that  very  different  considerations 
attach  to  a  case  in  which  a  party  has  been  all  along  cog- 
nizant of  his  rights,  from  those  which  attach  to  a  case 
in  which  he  was  not  so  cognizant  If  the  case  should 
arise  in  which  both  parties  were  ignorant  of  the  right 
which  one  of  them,  had  he  been  aware  of  it,  might  have 
asserted,  it  might  be  open  to  considerable  question  how 
far  that  ignorance  ought  to  prejudice  him.  But  if  the 
Plaintiff  is  cognizant  of  his  right,  of  course  he  cannot 
be  heard  to  say*  that  he  did  not  assert  it  sooner  in  con- 
sequence of  his  not  being  aware  of  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  asserting  it.  The  Plaintiff  has  relieved 
the  Court  from  this  difficulty;  for  in  a  late  affidavit, 
filed  so  recently  as  the  24th  of  November  last,  he  states 
that  amongst  his  papers  he  found  a  letter  which  he  sent 
on  the  7th  of  October  1857  to  the  solicitor  of  the 
South  Union  Company,  when  he  first  received  notice 
of  the  intention  of  that  company  to  determine  the 
tenancy  created  by  his  contract.  In  this  letter,  sent 
in  answer  to  the  notice,  he  says,  "  I  take  the  liberty 
to  object   to   it,   principally  for  two  reasons,   which 

(a)  1  Mylne  4*  Craig,  650. 
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18S8.        at   first  view  your  own   mind  will    admit   as   valid; 
J"^*^*''"^^     first,  because,  if  your  ideas  be  correct,  that  you  can 
V.  vacate  the  agreement,  the  term  of  contract  cannot  ex- 

Manchestbb   P^^^  before  March  next,  as  your  notice  was  not  delivered 
and  until  to-day,  being  eight  days  after  the  quarter  day ;  but 

Railway       secondly,  and  mainly,  because  you  are  not  at  liberty,  as 
Company,     you  and  your  clients  well  know,  to  annul  the  agree- 
ment, as  the  act  has  been  obtained,  and  the  respective 
shareholders,  as  recent  advertisements  attest,  are,  eadi 
and  all,   amenable   in   law  to  the  united  acts  of  the 
amalgamated  company,  or  the  prior  respective  acts  of 
each  company."     So  that  he  tells  us  in  his  own  affi- 
davit that,  on  the  7th  of  October  1837,  he  was  aware  of 
his  equity,  and  was  prepared  to  assert  it     Whether  that 
were  so  or  not  might  be  a  matter  of  some  doubt,  if  it 
were  material  to  inquire  into  the  accuracy  of  that  state- 
ment— I  say  the  accuracy ^  because  I  find  an  attempt  to 
support  the  statement  by  evidence  which  thrqws  infinite 
doubt  upon  the  truth  of  it  altogether.    The  Plaintiff  not 
only  himself  swears  to  a  letter  not  forthcoming,  which 
he  never  adverted  to  before,  though  this  is  the  third 
affidavit  he  has  made ;  but  he  attempts  to  establish  and 
confirm  it  by  the  affidavit  of  Thomas  Wilson^  his  shop- 
man, who  swears  to  a  copy  of  the  letter,  without  saying 
he  ever  read  or  compared  it.     Wilson  says  that  he  was 
employed  to  deliver  the  letter,  and  that  the  following  is  a 
copy  of  such  letter;  and  he  then  sets  out  a  copy  in  the 
same  words  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  Plaintiff's  affi- 
davit, without  giving  any  explanation  or  information  as 
to  how  he  is  enabled  to  make  the  affidavit,  and  swear  to 
the  words  of  a  letter  which  he  was  only  employed  to 
deliver.     Still  it  may  be  true ;  but  it  is  not  material  to 
inquire  into  its  truth,  because,  after  having  made  that 
statement,  the  Plaintiff  is  precluded  from  saying  that  he 
was  not  perfectly  aware,  in  the  month  of  October  18S7, 
of  the  equity  which  he  is  now  seeking  to  assert;  and 

his 
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his  conduct  therefore  must  be*  looked  at  as  the  conduct        1838. 

of  a  party  fully  cognizant  of  his  rights.  '^^'V^^ 

Greenhalgh 

V, 

In  considering:  the  evidence,  two  things  must  be   ,.    '^^^ 

AIaN  CHESTER 

borne  in  mind,  namely,  the  fact,  undisputed,  that,  upon  and 
the  union  of  the  two  companies,  it  was  part  of  the  arrange-  R^f^^y^** 
ment  between  them,  that  the  company  which  parliament  Company, 
might  sanction  should,  as  far  as  was  practicable  and 
consistent  with  their  scheme,  adopt  all  contracts  made 
by  the  other  parties :  and  secondly,  that,  quite  inde- 
pendently of  enforcing  the  contract  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  purchase  of  the  Plaintiff's  land,  there 
was  a  question  existing  (adverted  to  indeed  in  that  very 
ktter),  between  the  Plaintiff  and  the  South  Union  Com- 
pany, not  as  to  the  completion  of  the  purchase,  but  as 
to  the  continuance  of  the  tenancy,  a  question  that  de- 
pended upon  the  validity  of  the  notice  to  quit.  Now  that 
arrangement,  forming  part  of  the  contract,  appears  to 
have  been  .communicated  to  the  Plaintiff.  If,  therefore, 
he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  enforce  the  contract,  he 
must  have  been,  at  all  events,  aware,  that  there  was  a 
chance,  at  least,  that  the  company  which  obtained  the 
sanction  of  parliament,  and  was  brought  into  legal  exist- 
ence by  the  act,  might,  to  a  certain  degree,  adopt  the. 
contract  into  which  he  had  entered  with  the  South 
Union  Company.  Nothing  had  passed  to  prevent  them 
from  adopting  the  contract,  if  they  thought  it  expedient 
to  do  so.  It  was  a  point  not  decided,  but  remaining 
entirely  open,  whether,  if  the  Plaintiff  had  not  a  right  to 
enforce  his  contract  in  equity,  he  might  not  still  obtain 
the  benefit  of  it,  from  the  new  company  choosing  to 
take  it  upon  themselves. 

Now,  on  the  part  of  the  Defendants,  the  company, 
certain  facts  are  stated,  which,  if  left  unexplained,  un- 
denied,  unqualifiedi  and  not  in  some  way  or  other 

displaced 
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18S8.        displaced  by  the  statements  on  the  part  of  the  Plain- 
^^"^^^^"^     tiff,  would,  I  i^prehend,  be  quite  conclusive  ag^nst 
o.  the  right  which  the   Plaintiff  is   now  asserting.      In 

Manchestek  ^®  December  following  the  passing  of  the  act,  the 
and  usual  course  was  adopted:   circular  notices  were  sent 

Itailway       intimating   to   all    persons    who    received  them,   and 
Company,     amongst  others  to  the  Plaintiff,  the  intention  of  the 
company  to  proceed  under  the  powers  of  the  act  of 
parliament     In  January  1838  that  notice  was  followed 
by  marking  out  the  land  to  be  taken.    In  the  month  of 
May  other  transactions  take  place :   between  January 
and  May  whatever  was  necessary  to  be  done  prior  to 
the  actual  commencement  of  the  work  was  done ;  the 
line  was  surveyed,  and  the  ground  marked  out;  and  ih 
the  course  of  that  time  the  Plaintiff  is  stated  to  have 
applied  on  various  occasions  to  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany, to  know  what  quantity  of  his  land  they  would 
require  in  carrying  their  act  of  parliament  into  operatioa. 
It  is  also  proved,  that  in  treating  with  a  brickmaker,  a 
conversation  took  place  which  would  shew  that  he  con* 
templated  dealing  with  the  land  as  his  own  property, 
except  only  as  to  so  much  as  the  company  might  re- 
quire for  their  line. 

These  facts,  which  are  not  a  matter  of  dispute,  would 
bring  the  Plaintiff  into  this  position,  viz.,  that  with 
knowledge  of  his  supposed  equity,  he  not  only  permitted 
the  Defendants  to  act  in  exercise  of  their  legal  rights,  and 
therefore  without  reference  to  his  contract,  but  permitted 
them  to  proceed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  execution 
of  their  intended  line;  whereas,  as  is  stated,  and  not  con- 
tradicted, if  it  had  been  thought  expedient,  and  the  Plain- 
tiff had  asserted  his  right,  it  would  have  been  quite  as 
easy  for  the  company,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
to  adopt  a  line  which  would  have  avoided  any  contact 
with  the  Plaintiff's  land.     The  affidavits  filed  on  the 

part 
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part  of  the  company  fall  short  in  not  stating  what  the 
company  actually  did ;  but  it  is  obvious  from  what  is 
stated,  that  a  great  deal  must  have  been  done  between 
January  and  Jtme^  when  the  Plaintiff  first  asserted  his 
right  to  an  injunction.  The  mere  expense  of  engineer- 
ing in  marking  out  the  line  of  railway  over  the  Plaiu- 
liiF's  land,  though  probably  not  much  in  itself,  was  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  the  whole  line,  the  engineering 
expenses  of  which  must  have  gone  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent  Then  in  May  advertisements  were  pub- 
lished for  receiving  tenders  for  contracts  for  the  works, 
although^the  affidavits  do  not  state  that  any  such  con- 
tracts were  made. 


The 
Makchester 

and 

Birmingham 

Railway 

Company. 


The  Plaintiff  meets  this  case  by  saying,  that  whatever 
the  company  may  have  done  was  not  induced  by  any- 
thing which  he  did ;  that  he  was  not  only  aware  of  his 
right,  but  that  he  uniformly  declared  his  intention  of 
acting  upon  it,  and  frequently  and  openly  communicated 
that  intention  to  the  company ;  and  that  whatever  they 
did,  therefore,  was  done  with  their  eyes  open.  This  was 
in  argument  put  in  thfe  form  of  a  statement,  perfectly 
true  in  fact,  that  the  parties  with  whom  the  contract  was 
made,  and  with  whom  these  communications  took  place, 
namely,  the  projectors  of  the  South  Union  line,  had 
become  actually  members  of  the  incorporated  company 
under  tlie  act  of  parliament,  and  that  the  notice  brought 
home  to  them  in  the  one  character  must  necessarily  affect 
them  in  the  other.  So  far  as  notice  and  knowledge  go, 
that  observation  is  perfectly  true ;  but  the  question  be- 
tween these  parties  is  not  one  of  notice  or  knowledge :  it 
depends  upon  the  dealings  of  the  Plaintiff  with  those  who 
represented  the  two  companies.  If  the  Plaintiff  com- 
municated to  the  directors  of  the  South  Union  Railway 
Company  an  intention  of  enforcing  against  them  in  that 
character  any  rights  he  might  be  entitled  to,  and  if. 

Vol,  IIL  3  G  dealing 
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1888*  dealing  with  those  who  represented  the  existing  com* 

GiLumiALGH  P®"y  under  tlie  act,  he  not  only  abstained  from  making 

V.  any  claim  on  that  body,  but  permitted  them  to  proceed, 

Manchbstek  ^"^  became,  by  communications  with  them,  a  party  to 

and  an  understandincr  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  proceed 

DIEMIN6HAM  c?  t/  tf  * 

Railway  without  being  in  any  way  affected  by  his  contract  with 
Company,  ^j^g  South  Union  Company,  that  would  deprive  him, 
not  of  the  right  of  enforcing  the  contract  against  the 
South  Union  Company,  but  of  the  right  which  he  now 
asserts,  of  interfering  with  the  operations  of  the  new 
company  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  parliament 

A  great  part  of  the  evidence  which  the  Plaintiff  has 
adduced,  consists  of  communications  between  himself  and 
others,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  what  was  present  to 
his  own  mind,  and  what  his  own  intention  was.  Now, 
as  I  have  before  remarked,  the  question  does  not  depend 
upon  what  was  in  the  Plaintiff's  mind,  but  upon  what 
was  the  effect  of  the  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  the 
Plaintiff  on  the  minds  of  those  who  constitute  the  exist- 
ing company.  I  cannot,  however,  but  observe  that  the 
Plaintiff's  afiidavits,  and  some  other  affidavits  produced 
on  his  behalf,  furnish  very  strong  reason  for  supposing 
that  what  did  take  place  was,  not  with  reference  to  as- 
serting a  right  against  the  Manchester  and  Birmingham 
Railway  Company,  but  had  a  very  different  object,  and 
was  addressed  to  an  entirely  different  subject  Bearing 
in  mind  that,  according  to  his  own  allegation,  the  Plain- 
tiff always  intended  to  assert  his  right  against  the  exist- 
ing company ;  and  also  bearing  in  mind  that  an  agree- 
ment existed  which  made  it  probable,  or  at  least  possible, 
that  he  might  have  the  benefit  of  a  voluntary  adopUon  by 
the  existing  company  of  his  contract  with  the  South  Union 
Company,  expressions,  I  think,  occur  which  shew  that 
he  did  not  contemplate  enforcing  his  contract  adversely 
against  the  existing  company,  but  that  he  thought  it 

probable 
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probable  they  would  adopt  the  coDtract  of  the  South       1838; 

Union  Company.    {The  Lord  Chancellor  here  read  ^^^^^^"^"^ 

,  ,  .      f        «.j     .      Grbbhhaloh 

and  commented  upon  several  passages  m  the  affidavits  «. 

which  he  considered  as  corroborating  this  view  of  the   m^hestie 
case.]  and 

BlMCINaRAM 

Railway 
Then  there  is  that  on  which  there  can  be  no  mis-     Company. 

take  in  point  of  fact;  I  mean  the  Plaintiff's  letter  of  the 
23d  oi  January  1838.  That  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
chairman  of  the  new  company,  and  was  in  these  terms:  — 
<*  Being  applied  to  by  a  wealthy  gentleman  for  the  whole 
of  my  land,  &c,  in  Ardmck^  as  marked  blue  on  the 
accompanying  plan,  I  respectfully  presume  to  request 
that  you,  as  chairman  of  the  Manchester  and  Birmingham 
Railway  Company,  will  kindly  answer  the  subjoined 
queries.  1st.  Does  the  United  Company  design  to 
maintain  the  contract  entered  into  between  me  and  the 
South  Union  Company,  or  am  I  perfectly  free  from  it 
by  the  notice  sent  2dly.  If  the  contract  is  not  binding, 
please  say  as  nearly  as  you  can,  what  quantity  of  my 
land,  &c  will  be  required.  3dly.  As  certain  portions  of 
my  property  are  available  by  the  company,  shall  I  sub- 
ject myself  to  any  legal  difficulty  by  a  disposal  of  the 
entire,  if  the  application,  as  above,  shall  be  urged.  If  an 
immediate  reply  cannot  conveniently  be  given,  by  in- 
forming the  bearer  when,  at  the  earliest,  you  will  furnish 
it,  you  will  greatly  oblige  yours,  &c.    J.  Greenhalgh/' 

Here  then  is  a  letter  which,  if  there  were  any  ambi- 
guity in  the  transaction  previously,  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  remove  it  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the 
man  writing  that  letter  thought  he  had  a  contract  with 
the  company  which,  as  against  them,  he  was  entitled  and 
able  to  enforce.  He  puts  it  to  them  in  a  manner  quite 
consistent  with  the  case  of  their  having  an  option,  not 
binding  upon  them,  but  of  which  he  would  be  glad  to 
3  G  2  avail 
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18S8*        avail  himself  if  they  chose  to  exercise  it,  bat  utterly 


GftKSKHALGH 


inconsistent  with  the  notion  of  his  having  a  right,  or 
v7  rather,  intending  to  enforce  that  right  adversely  against 

The         them.     In  his  affidavit  he  tells  us  he  knew  of  his 
and  right;  and  yet  here  was  a  distinct  communication,  pass- 

^'rSuw^*  ing  between  the  parties  in  Januaty  1838,  in  which  he 
Company,  surrenders  that  right,  putting  it  to  them,  what  quantity  of 
land  they  will  take,' and  leaving  it  to  them  to  say,  whether 
they  will  perform  the  contract  or  not.  Well,  after  that 
communication  between  the  company  and  the  Plaintiff, 
with  that  letter  in  their  hands,  setting  them  entirely  at 
liber^,  they  proceed  with  their  work  —  to  what  extent 
does  not  appear  —  till  Junej  and  never  till  tlie  month  of 
June  is  the  Plaintiff's  title  asserted.  Upon  that  state  of 
evidence,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  Plain- 
tiff is  not  entitled  to  the  injunction  of  this  Court  to 
prevent  another  party  from  carrying  on  the  work  which 
by  his  silence  and  conduct  he  has  permitted  that  other 
to  carry  on,  at  all  events,  from  January  to  June. 

If  I  entertained  more  doubt  than  I  do  on  this  subject, 
I  should  be  very  much  influenced  by  considerations 
similar  to  those  which  weighed  with  me  in  deciding  the 
Liva^pool  case  (a) ;  because,  where  the  question  is  as  to 
interposing  by  injunction  to  protect  a  right  which  in  itself 
is  doubtful  or  disputed,  it  must  always  be  considered  on 
which  side  the  balance  of  danger  preponderates.  If 
tiie  contract  be  a  contract  binding  on  the  existing  com- 
pany —  and  that  is  the  question  between  the  parties  — 
the  Plaintiff  is  not  precluded  from  attempting  to  establish 
it  What  the  company  are  doing,  is  to  take  part  of  the 
Plaintiff's  land  under  the  powers  of  their  act  of  par- 
liament; and  this,  if  done  adversely  against  the  Plaintiff, 

will 

(a)  2%e  Attomey^General  v.  The  Ma^for  of  Livcrpoo/y  1  Mylm 
(jf  Craig,  171. 
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will  not  preclude  him,  should  he  establish  his  right  at        1838. 
the  hearing,  from  compellitifr  them  to  take  the  whole  of  ^^'^'^^^'"^'^ 
his  land,  under  the  contract    But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  v. 

the  evidence  were  more  doubtful  than  it  is,  the  granting   ^    ''''^«xee 
of  the  injunction  in   the  mean  time  would   certainly  and 

produce  irreparable  injury  to  the  other  party,  in  case  rI^,^'^*' 
it  should  ultimately  turo  out  that  the  Plaintiff  has  not  Company, 
that  right  which  he  asserts  that  he  has.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  Plaintiff  should  stop  the  Defendants' 
works  until  this  cause  shall  have  been  heanl.  At  the 
same  time  the  company  should  be  well  aware  that  that 
would  be  no  answer,  if  a  claim  can  be  establisiied 
against  them  upon  the  contract.  The  case  is  only  one 
in  which  there  being  a  doubt  what  the  ultimate  rights 
of  the  parties  will  prove  to  be,  the  Court  is  in  infinitely 
greater  danger  of  doing  injustice  by  granting  the  in-> 
junction  than  by  refusing  to  grant  it. 

This  case  came  before  me,  however,  not  properly  by 
way  of  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor. His  Honor  dissolved  the  injunction  without 
costs ;  and  the  parties  have  wisely  added  to  their  notice 
of  motion  that  which  amounts  to  a  new  motion,  if  I  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  Vice-Chancellor's  decision  was 
right.  I  say  they  have  wiseh/  done  so;  because, looking 
at  the  afiSdavits  upon  which  the  injunction  was  obtained, 
if  the  case  were  brought  before  me  as  a  question  of 
sustaining  an  ex  parte  injunction,  I  should  have  no  hesi- . 
tation  in  dissolving  it  upon  the  demerits  of  the  affidavit 
upon  which  the  injunction  was  obtained.  My  first 
ground  would  be  the  unqualified  way  in  which  the 
Plaintiff  states  that  his  assent  to  the  South  Union  line 
was  used  as  a  means  of  obtaining  the  act ;  but  what 
I  should  principally  rely  upon,  if  asked  to  sustain  the 
ex  parte  injunction,  is  the  way  in  which  the  Plaintiff 
drops  all  mention  of  what  took  place  after  the  month  of 
3  G  S  December 
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18S8.       December  18S7.     His  affidavit,  verifying  the  all^ations 
Gbunb^b  ^^^®  ^^  states,  that  subsequently  to  the  5th  of  Decern- 
V.  ber  1837,  an  application  was   made  to  him  to   state 

MAycHuna  ^^^  i^^iim  he  made  upon  the  company;  and  then 
aod         comes  the  letter  of  the  15th  of  June  18S8,  represent- 
Railway      1%  ^^  ^ni  the  month  of  December  1837   to  the 
Gompanj.     month  of  Jtane  1838,   he  uniformly  insisted  upon  his 
contract,  and  refused  to  treat  upon  any  other  basis; 
whereas  there  is  clear  evidence  to  the  contrary.    I  con- 
sider this  as  a  misrepresentation  of  what  really  took 
place;  and  if  that  had  been  properly  stated  to  the 
Court,  the  injunction  would  not  have  been  granted. 

The  only  doubt  I  have  felt  is  with  regard  to  costs. 
The  facts  which  are  free  from  doubt  are  quite  sufficient 
to  induce  me  to  refuse  the  motion ;  but  there  are  many 
very  important  facts,  the  truth  of  which  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  in  the  present  state  of  the  cause ;  and  upon 
the  whole,  although  I  do  not  think  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Plaintiff  has  been  such  as  the  Court  had  a  right  to 
expect,  particularly  with  regard  to  his  first  affidavit,  1 
shall  refuse  the  motion  without  costs. 
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CONTAINED  IN  THIS  VOLUME. 


ACCOUNT. 
See  Profits. 

ADEMPTION  OF  LEGACY. 
See  Portion,  2. 

AGREEMENT. 
See  Railway,  1,  2. 

ADMISSION. 
See  Production  of  Documents. 

ALLOWANCES. 
Siee  Recbitbr. 

AMENDMENT. 

The  irregular  amendment  of  a  bill 
is  not  a  ground  for  taking  it  off 
the  file,  if  the  record  can  be  re- 
stored to  the  state  in  which  it  was 
before  the  amendment  was  made  ; 
but  if,  in  effecting  such  irregular 
amendmenti  a  new  engrossment 


has  been  made,  such  new  engross- 
ment may  be  ordered  to  be  taken 
off  the  file. 

An  application,  by  a  number  of 
relators  named  in  an  information, 
to  strike  out  the  names  of  several 
of  themselves,  will  not  be  granted, 
even  though  the  Defendants  will 
not  be  prejudiced;  unless  it  ap- 
pears, either  that,  without  the 
alteration,  justice  will  not  be  done, 
or  that  the  suit  cannot  be  so  con- 
veniently prosecuted  if  the  alter- 
ation be  not  made.  Attorney^ 
General  v.  Cooper.  Page  258 

See  Pleading,  ^,  5. 
Trust. 

ANNUITY. 

A  freehold  estate  worth  1002.  a  year 
was  devised  in  trust  for  the  tes- 
tator's daughter,  a  married  woman, 
for  her  separate  use  for  life ;  with 
3  G  4  remain- 
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remainder  in  trust  for  all  her  child- 
ren, by  her  then  present  or  any 
future  husband,  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon in  fee ;  subject  to  a  proviso 
that,  if  the  daughter  should  die 
without  leaving  issue  of  her  body, 
the  estate  should  be  in  trust  for 
her  surviving  brothers  and  sisters. 
In  1822,  the  daughter  and  three 
of  her  six  children  joined  in  grant- 
ing an  annuity  of  48/.  charged  on 
the  devised  estate :  Held,  that  this 
annuity  was  within  the  exception 
of  the  53  G.  S.  c.  141.,  and  there- 
fore did  not  require  enrolment. 
Walford  v.  MarchanL  Page  550 
See  Interest. 

ANSWER. 

A  bill  filed  against  trustees,  to  com 
pel  the  transfer  to  the  Plaintiff  of 
a  fund  to  which  he  stated  that  he 
was  solely  entitled,  joined,  as  De- 
fendants, certain  persons  who  had, 
as  the  Plaintiff  alleged,  rendered 
the  suit  necessary  by  calling  upon 
the  trustees  to  transfer  the  fund  to 
them,  and  the  bill  therefore  prayed 
that  they  might  pay  the  costs  of 
the  suit. 

The  Defendants  in  question  put 
in  what  they  called  an  answer  and 
disclaimer,  in  which  they  merely 
stated,  that  they  did  notnow  claim, 
and  never  had  claimed,  any  in- 
terest in  the  fund  in  question. 

Upon  exceptions  taken  to  this 
answer  and  disclaimer,  which 
covered  the  whole  of  the  interro- 
gating part  of  the  bill,  the  Vice- 
Chancellor   held  the  exceptiona 


good  except  as  to  one  interro- 
gatory, which  be  Uiought  was  im- 
material. 

Held,  upon  appeal,  that  his 
Honor's  order  was  right. 

SemhU,  that  the  Plaintiff"  was 
entitled  to  an  answer  to  all  the 
interrogatories  in  the  bill.  GrU' 
ham  Y.  Coape.  Page  638 

See  Discovert,  1,  2,  3» 
Evidence. 
Production  of  Documents. 

APPEAL. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  will  not  enter- 
tain a  second  petition  of  rehearing 
or  appeal  before  himself,  unless 
leave  has  been  previously  granted, 
upon  an  application  for  that  pur- 
pose.   Bi(field  V.  Provu.        437 

See  Costs,  4. 

Practice»11.  14. 

APPOINTMENTOFTRUSTEES. 

1.  New  trustees  appointed  on  petition 
under  the  act  1  fF.  4.  c.  60.,  in 
the  stead  of  a  lunatic,  not  found 
such  by  inquisitiooi  to  whem,  to- 
gether with  two  other  persons 
since  deceased,  a  sum  of  money 
charged  by  will  upon  real  estates 
in  the  West  Indies^  and  another 
sum  secured  by  a  bond,  had  been 
assigned  by  a  deed,  dated  in  1802, 
upon  certain  trusts^  A  person  at 
the  same  time  appointed  to  assign 
the  sums  of  money  to  th6  new 
trustees.    In  the  Matter  of  Wdck. 

292 

2.  In  the  appointmenti  (under  the 

Municipal 
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Mimicipal  Corporation  Regulation 
Act,)  of  trustees  of  property  lately 
held  by  a  corporation  upon  charit- 
able trusts,  persons  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  new  corporation  are 
not  ineligible  as  trustees,  even  al- 
though the  corporation  may  have 
formerly  set  up  a  claim  to  the 
property  in  opposition  to  the 
charity. 

A  person's  name  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Master  as  a  new 
trustee,  and  he  had  been  approved 
by  the  Master,  but  without  any 
affidavit  of  his  respectability.  Such 
an  affidavit  was  afterwards  pro- 
duced to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  no  objection  to  his  respect- 
ability was  made : 

Held,  that  there  was  no  ground 

for  referring  the  question  of  his 

appointment  back  to  the  Master. 

In    the    Matter   of  the  Ludl<yw 

'    Charities.  Page  262 

ARTICLED  CLERK. 

An  articled  clerk  to  an  attorney  and 
solicitor  is  not  an  apprentice  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  forty-ninth 
section  of  the  Bankrupt  Act,  6  G.4. 
c.  16.    Ex  parte  Prideaux.      327 

AUTHORITY  TO  SUE. 

A  suit  was  instituted  by.  one  person 
in  the  name  of  another,  under  a 
power  of  attorney,  and  a  decree 
was  made.  The  Defendant^  who 
wibs  aware  that  the  suit  was  in 
fact  prosecuted  by  the  attorney, 
subsequently  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  nominal  Plaintiffi  that  all 


proceedings  should  be  stayed  for 
twelve  months ;  and  this  arrange- 
ment was  embodied  in  an  order 
made  upon  tlie  application  of  the 
Defendant,  and  by  consent  of  the 
nominal  Plaintiff,  but  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  attorney.  A 
petition  was  afterwards  presented 
by  the  attorney,  praying  that  the 
order  might  be  discharged  for 
irregularity,  and  that  the  attorney 
might  be  at  liberty  to  prosecute 
the  suit  without  the  interference 
of  the  nominal  Plaintiff:  Held, 
that  no  part  of  the  prayer  of  this 
petition  could  be  granted. 

Semble^  a  supplemental  bill 
should  have  been  the  course 
adopted  instead  of  a  petition. 
Pentlandv.  Qjuarrington.  Page  249 

See  Bankruptcy,  1. 


BANKRUPTCY. 

1.  The  institution  of  a  suit  under 
sect.  88.  of  the  Bankrupt  Act, 
6  O.  4.  c.  16.,  may  be  authorised 
by  creditors  present  by  attorney 
as  effectually  as  by  creditors  pre- 
sent in  person.  Bannalyne  v. 
Leader.  379 

2.  The  official  assignee  of  a  bank- 
rupt's estate  filed  a  bill  against 
the  respective  personal  represent- 
atives of  two  successive  assignees, 
for  an  account  and  payment  of 
monies  which,  having  formed  part 
of  the  bankrupt's  assets,  were 
lying  in  the  hands  of  the  as- 
signees at  the  time  of  their  re- 

spective 
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spective  deathsi  and  were  never 
afterwards  accounted  for.  The^ 
monies  consisted,  partly  of  un- 
claimed diyidendsy  partly  of  sums 
set  apart  to  answer  unsubstan- 
tiated claims,  and  partly  of  undi-^ 
vided  surplus.  Both  the  assignees 
died  before  the  passing  of  the 
6  6. 4.  e.  16.  The  bill  was  filed 
in  1834,  and  in  the  following  year 
the  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  29.  was  passed, 
by 'which  the  110th  section  of  the 
former  act  was  repealed,  and  the 
unclaimed  dividends  of  a  bank- 
rupt's estate  were  devoted  to 
certain  public  purposes  therein 
specified:  Held,  that  the  official 
assignee  was  competent  to  main* 
tain  such  a  suit,  and  that  the 
particular  creditors  to  whom  the 
unclaimed  dividends  had  been  al- 
lotted) and  the  Attorney-General, 
were  not  necessary  parties  to  it. 
Green  v.  Weston.  Page  385 

See  Articlex)  Clerk. 

BOTTOMRY  BOND. 

The  Court  possesses,  and  will  exer- 
cise, jurisdiction  over  a  bottomry 
bond  in  a  case  of  fraud ;  and  will, 
for  that  purpose,  restrain  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  bond  in  the 
Admiralty  Court  by  injunction. 

It  is  not  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  an  inter- 
locutory injunction  of  that  kind, 
that  the  Court  should  find  a  case 
which  would  entitle  the  Plaintiff 
to  relief  at  all  events ;  it  is  suffi- 
cient if  the  Court  finds,  upon  the 
evidence  then  before  it,  a  case 


which  makes  the  transactioQ  a 
proper  subject  of  investigation  in 
a  court  of  equity. 

After  long  acqutescence  oiider 

such  an  order,  the  Court  will  not 

readily  entertain  an  application 

for diMolving it.  GlasooUr.LM^. 

P^451 

BREACH  OF  TRUST. 

1.  The  executors  of  a  deceased 
trustee,  having  admitted  the  re- 
ceipt of  assets,  which  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  satisfy  a  par. 
ticular  breach  of  trust  committed 
by  their  testator,  besides  his  other 
debts,  held  chargeable  with  the 
loss  occasioned  by  such  breach 
of  trust,  although  they  had  paid 
all  his  debts  of  which  they  had 
any  knowledge  out  of  the  assets, 
and  had  distributed  the  whole 
surplus  among  his  residuary  lega- 
tees many  years  before,  and  at  a 
time  when  they  had  no  notice  of 
the  breach  of  trust,  or  of  any 
claim  in  respect  of  it.  KnatMuU 
V.  Fearnhead,  122 

2.  In  1806,  a  husband  at  Calcutta 
being  desirx)us  of  making  a  pro- 
vision for  his  wife  and  the  issue 
of  the  marriage,  entered  into  a 
bond  to  A*  for  payment  to  him  of 
10,000i{. ;  and  he,  at  the  same  time, 
conveyed  an  estate  in  the  East 
Indies  to  A^  upon  trust  to  sell  it, 
and  to  raise  the  lOfiOOl.,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  the  estate  would 
produce :  and  it  was  provided  by 
the  deed  of  conveyance,  that  as 
soon  as  A,^  his  executors,  Ac. 
should  have  realised  the  net  and 

clear 
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clear  sum  of  10,000^  by  means 
of  the  sale  or  of  the  bond»  and 
should,  at  the  request  and  direc- 
tion of  the  husband  and  wife,  or 
the  survivor,  in  writing  first  made 
for  that  purpose,  have  remitted 
the  same  to  England^  to  J3.,  C, 
and  2).,  in  the  best,  and  as  to 
him,  his  executors,  &c.  should 
seem  the  roost  eligible  manner, 
he  should  stand  discharged  of  the 
trusts,  and  should  not  be  answer- 
able for  the  payment  of  the^  bills 
in  which  the  same  should  be  re- 
mitted :  and  it  was  declared  that 
B.f  C^  and  D.  should  invest  the 
money  in  government  or  real  se- 
curity, upon  trust  for  the  husband 
for  life;  with  remainder  for  the 
wife  for  life;  with  remainder  for 
the  children  of  the  marriage ;  and 
and  that  A.,  until  the  sale,  should 
be  seised  of  the  premises,  and, 
after  the  sale,  and  until  the  mo- 
nies should  be  remitted,  should 
be  interested  in  the  proceeds, 
upon  the  same  trusts  as  were 
before  declared  concerning  the 
10,000/.  to  be  remitted  to  the 
trustees. 

The  property  was  sold  in  the 
year  1811  for  145,000  sicca  ru- 
pees, and  the  purchase-money 
was,  in  1818,  received  by  A.*b 
house  of  business  in  Calcutta^  who 
were  the  agents  of  the  husband, 
and  who  then,  by  the  direction 
of  i4.,  set  apart  80,000  sicca  ru- 
pees, being  then  equal  in  value 
to  10,00tf.  steriing,^and  carried 
the  same  to  the  account  of  A* 
and  another  person,  as  trustees  of 


the  settlement,  and  held  the  re- 
mainder of  the  purchase-money 
to  answer  the  husband's  drafts. 

In  1818  A.  retired  from  the 
house  of  business.  In  1825  he 
died.  In  1826  the  husband  re- 
quested the  surviving  partners  of 

A.  to  invest  the  80,000  sicca  ru- 
pees in  a  note  of  the  East  India 
Company,  which  they  did,  in  the 
names  of  their  firm.  In  1827  the 
husband  died.  In  1832  the  wife 
required  A.'b  executors,  who  were 
in  England^  to  procure  a  remit- 
tance of  the  10,000/.  to  Eng- 
land f  whereupon  they  directed 
the  house  of  business  to  transmit 
that  amount  in  bills,  payable  to 

B.  and  D. ;  C  being  dead.  The 
house  of  business  thereupon  sold 
the  note  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, and  drew  a  bill  upon  their 
correspondents  in  London,  pay- 
able to  A.*s  executors:  but  before 
the  bill  became  due,  both  the 
house  in  Calcutta  and  their  cor- 
respondents m  London  had  failed, 
and  the.  bill  was  never  paid.  Ex- 
cept as  before  mentioned,  no 
request  was  ever  made  by  the 
husband  and  wife,  or  the  survivor, 
to  remit  the  money. 

Upon  a  bill  by  the  children  of 
the  marriage  against  ^.'s  execu- 
tors, it  was  held  that  A*s  estate 
was  liable  to  make  good  the  sum 
of  10,000{.  sterling.  Bacon  v. 
Clark.  Page  294 

See  liEGACY. 

Liability  op  Executors. 

Trust. 

CHAPEL 
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CHAPEL. 

See  Trust. 

CHARITY. 

L  Property  appropriated  by  a  mu- 
nicipal corporation^  to-  the  main- 
tenance of  lecturers  to  preach 
before  the  corporation,  is  not  pro- 
perty  held  by  the  corporation 
upon  a  charitable  trust,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  seventy-first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  5&6  W. 4.  r. 76. 
In  the  MaUer  of  the  Oxford  Cha- 
rilies.  Page  239 

2.  In  the  appointment,  (under  the 
Municipal  Corporation  Regula- 
tioh  Act|)  of  trustees  of  property 
lately  held  by  a  corporation  upon 
charitable  trusts,  persons  who  are 
members  of  the  new  corporation 
are  not  ineligible  as  trustees,  even 
although  the  corporation  may  have 
formerly  set  up  a  claim  to  the  pro- 
perty in  opposition  to  the  charity* 
A  person's  name  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Master  as  a  new 
trustee,  and  he  had  been  approved 
by  the  Master,  but  without  any  af- 
fidavit of  his  respectability.  Such 
an  affidavit  was  afterwards  pro- 
duced to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  no  objection  to  his  respect- 
ability was  made : 

Held,  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  referring  the  question  of  his 
appointment  back  to  the  Master. 
In  the  Matter  of  the  Ludloto  Cha- 
rities.  262 

See  Multifariousness. 


COMPOSITION  DEED. 

C,  having  an  interest  in  a  sum  of 
10,00(tf.,  subject  to  a  mortgage 
made  by  himself  to  D^  and  having 
also  other  property  subject  to 
mortgages,  assigns  the  10,000^ 
subject  to  the  mortgage  to  2)., 
and  also  the  other  property,  sub- 
ject to  the  mortgages  afiecting  it, 
to  trustees,  upon  trust  to  pay  the 
mortgages  affecting  both,  and  to 
divide  the  surplus  among  the  other 
creditors  of  C  ;  and,  by  the  same 
deed,  C.'s  creditors  release  him 
from  all  demands  in  respect  of 
their  debts.  D.  b«ng  applied  to 
by  C.  to  execute  thb  deed,  re- 
fuses to  do  so  unless  his  mortgage 
security  upon  the  10,000^  is  pre- 
served ;  and  C.'s  solicitors,  one  of 
whom,  7\,  is  a  trustee  under  the 
trust  deed,  prepare  a  memoran- 
dum, which  is  indorsed  on  the 
deed,  and  which  declares  that  2>.» 
by  executing  the  deed,  shall  not 
affect  his  mortgage  security  upon 
the  10,000;. 

D.  then  executes  the  deed,  and 
at  the  same  time  signs  the  indorse- 
ment, which  is  also  signed  by  7*. . 
There  was  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  indorsement  was,  or  was 
intended  to  be,  concealed  from 
any  of  the  other  creditors  who 
executed  the  trust  deed : 

Held,  that  JD.  did  not  waive  his 

rights  or  remedies  as  mortgagee 

of  the  10,000^.    Lee  v.  Lcckkart. 

.Page  302 

CON- 
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CONSTRUCTION. 

!•  **  Male  childreny"  in  a  Dutch  wiW, 
held  to  mean  '^male  descendants;" 
and  <<  male  descendanu  "  held  to 
mean,  according  to  .the  English 
law,  [and  fAiiiZ^  according  to  the 
Dutch  law  also,]  descendants 
claiming  through  males  only. 
Bemal  v.  Bemal.  Page  559 

3.  The  designation  of  *<  eldest  male 
lineal  descendant/'  held  to  be  in- 
applicable to  a  male  person  claim- 
ing in  part  through  a  female. 
Oddie  V.  Woodford.  584 

3.  Bequest  of  a  residue  upon  trust 
for  the  testator's  grandson,  B.f  the 
sou  of  IsaaCf  at  twenty-five,  for 
life;  and  after  the  death  of  J9., 
in  case  he  shall  have  a  son  who 
shall  attain  twenty-one,  then  for 
such  son  of  B.f  who  shall  first 
attain  twenty-one,  absolutely ;  and 
in  default  of  such  son  of  B»,  and 
after  ^.'s  death,  then  upon  trust 
for  the  testator's  grandson,  J.j  the 

.  son  of  IsaaCf  at  twenty-five,  for 
life ;  and  after  the  death  of  J.,  in 
case  he  shall  have  a  son  who  shall 
attain  twenty-one,  then  to  such 
son  of  «/.,  who  shall  first  attain 
tweqty-one,  absolutely;  with  the 

,  like  limitations  successively  in  fa- 
vour of  any  other  grandsons*  sons 
of  Isaac,  born  in  the  testator's 
life-time,  and  their  respective  sons 
first  attaining  twenty-one ;  and  in 
default  of  a  son  of  any  such  grand- 
son attaining  '  twenty-one,  then 
upon  trust  for  any  son  of  Isaac, 
born  after  the  testator's  decease, 
who  shall  first  attain  twenty-one, 


absolutely ;  and  in  case  no  son  of 
any  son  of  the  testator's  son  Isaac, 
then  born,  or  thereafter  to  be  b9rn 
in  the  testator's  life-time,  nor  any 
son  of  his  son  Isaac,  born  after 
his  decease,  shall  live  to  attain 
twenty-one,  then  from  and  imme- 
diately after  the  decease  of  all  the 
sons  and  grandsons  of  his  son 
Isaac,  upon  trust  for  the  testator's 
nephew,  G.,  for  life;  and  upon 
the  decease  of  his  nephew,  G*^ 
in  case  he  shall  have  a  son  who 
shall  live  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
'  one,  then  upon  trust  for  such  son 
who  shall  first  attain  twenty-one, 
absolutely. 

Held,  upon  the  whole  coi^ext 
of  the  will,  that  the  words  **  after 
the  decease  of  all  the  sons  and 
grandsons,"  must  be  read  as  if 
they  had  been  *<  after  the  decease 
of  all  the  aforesaid,'*  or  "  all  such 
sons  and  grandsons;"  and  that  the 
limitation  over  in  favour  of  the 
first  son  of  G.  attaining  twenty- 
one,  was  therefore  not  too  remote. 
EUicombe  v.  Gompertz.  Page  127 
4.  A  testatrix  devised  to  trustees, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  her  copy- 
hold dwelling-house,  garden,  and 
ground,  together  xuith  the  furniture 
and  effects  therein,  and  the  coach- 
house and  stable  thereto  belong- 
ing; and  also  the  ten  cottages, 
and  two  new  cottages  built  by 
her,  with  their  appurtenances,  at 
£.;  to  hold  the  same  with  the 
appurtenances,  unto  and  to  the 
use  of  the  trustees,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they  or 
the  survivors  or  survivor,  or  the 

heirs 
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heirs  or  aMigns  o£  the  survivor, 
should  pay  the  rents,  issues,  and 
profits  o^the  said  hereditaments  to 
Sarah  5.,  wife  of  George  iS.,  or 
otherwise  permit  and  suffer  her  to 
use  and  occupy  the  said  heredtta- 
ments  during  her  life,  to  the  in- 
tent that  the  same  hereditaments 
and  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits 
thereof  might  be  for  her  sole  and 
separate  use,  &c. ;  and  after  her 
decease  in  trust  for  George  S»f  for 
his  life;  and  after  his  decease 
upon  trust  that  the  trustees  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and 
the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  sur- 
vivor, should  be  possessed  of  and 
iqterested  in  the  said  heredita- 
mctits,  in  trust  for  such  persons, 
of  a  certain  class,  as  Sarah  S» 
should  by  will  appoint,  and,  in 
default  of  appointment,  upon  trust, 
that  the  trustees  or  the  survivors 
or  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs 
or  assigns  of  such  survivor,  should 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  here- 
ditaments and  premises ;  and  the 
testatrix  directed,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sale  should  form  part 
of  her  residuary  personal  estate : 
Held,  that  no  beneficial  intent  in 
the  furniture  and  effects  passed  by 
the  will. 

The  testatrix  devised  certain 
freehold  premises  in  which  she 
carried  on  trade,  to  trustees  in 
fee,  upon  trust,  (after  the  decease 
of  a  person  to  whom  she  gave  the 
beneficial  interest  therein  for  life,) 
to  dispose  of  and  divide  the  same 
unto  and  amongst  her  (the  testa- 
trix's) partners,  who  should  be  in 


copartnership  with  her  at  the  time 
of  her  decease*  or  to  whom  she 
might  have  disposed  of  her  busi- 
ness, in  such  shares  and  propor- 
tions as  her  trustees  Aoold  think 
fit  or  deem  advisable.  The  tes- 
tatrix disposed  of  her  business  in 
her  lifetime:  Held,  that  the  devise 
in  favour  of  the  persons  to  whom 
she  might  have  disposed  of  her 
business^  was  not  void,  either  un- 
der the  Sutute  of  Frauds,  or  on 
the  ground  of  micertamty. 

The  testatrix  being  eatitied  to 
the  sum  of  20002.,  secured  by  a 
promissory  note  which  had  two 
years  to  run,  indorsed  the  note 
to  Sarah  Sargon,  and  sent  it  to 
her  with  a  letter,  in  the  following 
terms :  —  **  The  enclosed  note  of 
20001. 1  have  given  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Sargon  for  her  sole  use  and  be- 
nefit, independent  of  her  husband, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  en- 
abling Mrs.  Sargon  to  present  to 
either  branch  of  my  &mily  any 
principal  or  interest  thereon,  as 
the  said  Mrs.SarsA  Sargon  may 
consider  the  most  prudent;  and 
in  the  event  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Sargon^  by  this  bequest  I 
empower  her  to  dispose  of  the 
said  sum  of  2000^.  and  the  interest 
by  will  or  deed,  to  those  or  either 
branch  of  the  family  she  may 
consider  most  deserving  thereof. 
To  enable  Mrs.  Sarah  Sargon^  my 
niece,  to  have  the  sole  use  and 
power  of  the  said  sum  of  9000L 
due  to  me  by  the  above  note  of 
hand,  I  have  specially  indorsed 
the  same  in  her  favour,"  It  be- 
ing 
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ing  admitted  tbat  if  this  was  a 
gift  upon  trust;  the  trust  could 
not  be  executed:  Held,  that  it 
was  a  gift  upon  trust,  and  that,  as 
the  trust  failed,  the  sum  secured 
bj  the  note  constituted  part  of 
the  testatrix's  estate.  Stubbs  v. 
Sargon.  Page  507 

5.  The  following  passage  at  the  end 
of  a  will,  <<  I  guess  there  will  be 
found  sufficient  in  my  banker's 
hands  to  defray  and  discharge  my 
debts,  which  I  hereby  desire  E.  Af. 
to  do,  and  keep  the  residue  for  her 
own  use  and  pleasure,"  was  held, 
under  the  circumstances  and  upon 
the  whole  context  of  the  will,  to 
amount  to  a  gift  of  the  general 
residuary  personal  estate  to  £.  M. 
Boys  V.  Morgan.  661 

See  Will. 

CONTEMPT. 
See  Practice,  1. 5, 6»7. 

COPYRIGHT. 
1.  .Injunction  refused  to  restrain  al- 
leged infringement  of  copyright, 
before  trial  at  law,  where  the  con- 
duct of  the  Plaintiffs  had  been 
such  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,  was  calculated  to  induce 
the  Defendants  to  believe  that 
the  course  taken  by  them  would 
not  be  objected  to  by  the  Plain- 
tiffs. 

Whether  it  is  not  piracy  to 
print,  at  full  length,  cases  con- 
tained in  the  Law  Reports,  al- 
though with  the  addition  of  notes, 
however  voluminous,  ^fMPr^?  Saun- 
dersy.  Smith.  711 


2.  The  question  whether  one  author 
has  made  a  piratical  use  of  an- 
other's work,  does  not  necessarDy 
depend  upon  the  quantity  of  that 
work  which  he  has  quoted  or  in- 
troduced in  his  own  book. 

Where  there  is  any  doubt  as  to 
the  exclusive  legal  title  of  a  party 
claiming  an  injunction  in  aid  of 
that  legal  title,  the  Court  will  not 
exercise  jurisdiction  without  giv- 
ing an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
legal  title  by  proceedings  at  law. 
Bramxodl  v.  Hakomb.    Page  737 

CORPORATION. 

Where  a  decree  has  declared  that  a 
corporation  is  liable  to  make  good 
the  loss  occasioned  by  a  breach 
of  trust,  the  Court  will  not  spe- 
cially charge  the  loss  upon  the 
general  corporate  property;  but 
will  leave  the  Plaintiff  to  enforce 
his  remedy  by  the  usual  process 
against  a  corporation.  An  order, 
therefore,  contained  in  such  a  de- 
cree, and  directing  inquiries  into 
the  corporate  property  and  the 
special  trusts  to  which  it  was  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  charge  the 
loss  upon  such  portions  of  that 
property  as  should  not  be  subject 
to  any  special  trust,  was  dis- 
charged. Attornei/'General  v. 
Corporation  of  East  Retford.   484* 

COSTS. 

1.  A  trustee,  who  is  a  solicitor,  is 

entitled  to  be  repaid  such  costs» 

charges,  and   expenses   only  as 

he    has    properly   paid    out    of 

pocket ; 
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pocket ;  and  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence in  this  repect,  that  the  in- 
strument creating  the  trust  may 
have  directed  that  the  trust  monies 
should  be  applied  (inter  alia)  in 
payment  of  all  expenses^  dis- 
bursements, and  charges,  to  be 
incurred,  sustained,  or  borne  by 
the  trustee,  in  professional  busi> 
ness,  journeys,  or  otherwise;  and 
that  the  trustee  might  retain  all 
reasonable  costs,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses which  he  might  sustain  or 
be  put  unto ;  such  costs,  charges, 
and  expenses  to  be  reckoned, 
stated,  and  paid  as  between  attor- 
ney and  client.  Moore  v.  Frowd, 
Page  45 

2.  Where,  in  an  information  and  bill, 
the  same  individual  who  is  named 
as  the  relator,  is  also  the  Plaintiff 
suing  in  his  own  right,  the  Court 
will  not  dismiss  the  information 
and  bill  upon  the  ground  that  the 
relator,  having  been  required  by  the 
Attorney-General  to  give  security 
for  costs,  has  failed  to  do  so.  At- 
iorney-General  v.  Knight.        154 

3.  Where  a  defect  of  parties,  not 
suggested  by  the  answer  or  insisted 
upon  by  the  Defendants  at  the 
hearing,  rendered  it  necessary  that 
the  cause  should  stand  over  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  the  re- 
cord, by  adding  parties,  the  De- 
fendants were  held  entitled  to  the 
costs  of  the  day.  Atiomey'Gene- 
ral  V.  HUL  247 

4.  A  decree  having  been  made  in  the 
Court  below  against  the  Defend- 
ants with  costs,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, upon  petition  of  appeal 


;  against  the  whole  decree  pre- 
sented by  the  Plaintiff,  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to 
have  been  dismissed  with  costs; 
and  he  gave  the  Defendants  their 
costs  of  the  cause,  up  to  the  hear- 
ing, but  not  the  costs  of  the  ap- 
peal.    Oldham  v.  Stonehouse. 

Page  317 

5.  Upon  the  taxation  of  costs,  even 
as  between  solicitor  and  client, 
the  rule  is  to  allow  only  two 
counsel,  or,  uiider  special  circum- 
stances»  three.    Downing  College 

.     Case.  474 

6.  As  a  general  rule,  the  costs  of 
the  cause  should  follow  the  result 
of  the  cause ;  but  an  exception 
will  be  made  where  a  party  has 
established  his  object  by  means 
of  an  unnecessary  degree  of  liti- 
gation. 

Thus,  the  Plainti&  having  filed 
a  bill  to  restrain  the  Defendants 
from  using  certain  trade  marks, 
and  for  an  account  of  the  profits 
made  by  the  sale  of  goods  so 
marked,  obtained  an  ex  parte  in- 
junction. On  the  same  day,  the 
Plaintiffs  received  a  letter  from 
the  Defendant's  solicitor,  in  which 
the  Defendants  stated  (through 
their  solicitor)  that  they  had  never 
used  the  marks  since  they  were 
aware  they  were  private  pro- 
perty; and  that  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  use  them  again,  and  they 
offered  to  compensate  the  Plain- 
tiffs for  any  injury  they  might 
have  sustained.  The  Plaintiffs, 
however,  prosecuted  the  cause  to 
a  hearing ;  and  then,  by  their 
counsel, 
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counsel,  abandoned  their  title  to 
the  account,  because  it  was  so 
small  as  not  to  be  worth  taking. 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  although 
he  made  the  injunction  perpetual, 
refused  the  PIaintii&  the  costs 
of  the  suit.  MiUington  v.  Fox. 
Page  338 

7«  The  Court  has  no  authority  under 
the  2  Gf.  2.  c.  23.  to  make  an  order 
against  the  personal  represent- 
latives  of  a  deceased  solicitor,  that 
the  solicitor's  bills  of  costs  shall 
be  taxed.  Maddeford  v.  Austtoick, 

423 

8.  An  equitable  mortgagee  is  not 
entitled  to  have  out  of  the  estate 
his  costs  of  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  defend  an  action  at  law 
for  recovery  of  the  mortgaged  pre- 
mises.   Dryden  v.  FrosU         670 

CREDITOR. 
A  judgment  creditor,  who  desires 
to  enforce  his  security  against  his 
debtor's  equitable  interest  in  free- 
hold estate  by  a  bill  in  equity, 
must  previously  sue  out  an  elegit 
against  the  estate  ;  and  if  his  bill 
does  not  allege  that  he  has  done 
80,  it  18  demurrable.  Neate  v. 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  407 

COUNSEL. 
Upon  the  taxation  of  costs,  even 
as  between  solicitor  and  client, 
the  rule  is  to  allow  only  two 
counsel,  or,  under  special  circum- 
stances, three.  Downing  College 
Case.  474 


Vol.  m. 


DAY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE. 

A  decree  of  foreclosure  against  an 
infant,  must  give  the  infant  a  day 
to  shew  cause  against  the  decree, 
after  he  attains  twenty-one,  not- 
withstanding the  provisions  of 
the  act  11  G.4.  &  1  Wr.4.  c.47. 
M.  10,  11.    Price  v.  Carver. 

Page  157 

DEBTS. 
See  Statute  op  Limitations. 

DECREE. 

1.  Where  a  decree  has  declared  that  a 
corporation  is  liable  to  make  good 
the  loss  occasioned  by  a  breach 
of  trust,  the  Court  will  not  spe- 
cially charge  the  loss  upon  the 
general  corporate  property;  but 
will  leave  the  Plaintiff  to  enforce 
his  remedy  by  the  usual  process 
against  a  corporation.  An  order, 
therefore,  contained  in  such  a  de- 
cree, and  directing  inquiries  into 
the  corporate  property  and  the 
special  trust  to  which  it  was  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  charge  the 
loss  upon  such  portions  of  that 
property  as  should  not  be  sub* 
ject  to  any  special  trust,  was  dis- 
charged. Attorney-General  v. 
Corporation  of  Ea$t  Retford.   484 

2.  A  residuary  legatee  filed  a  bill 
against  the  personal  represent- 
atives of  a  testator,  for  an  account 
and  paymept.  Before  decree  in 
that  cause,  a  creditor  of  the  tes- 
tator, upon  a  bond,  in  respect  of 
which  no  interest  had  been  paid, 

SH  or 
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or  acknowledgment  of  debt  made 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  filed 
a  creditor's  bill  against  the  same 
representatives ;  and  the  Defend^* 
ants,  by  their  answer  to  the  se- 
cond billy  admitted  the  existence 
of  the  bond  debt.  Afterwards, 
the  Plaintiff  in  the  first  cause  ob- 
tained the  common  decree  in  a 
residuary  legatee's  suit,  and  the 
Defendants  thereupon  moved  for 
and  obtained  an  order  that  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  second 
cause  might  be  stayed.  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  on  appeal,  discharged 
that  order,  and  in  the  second 
cause  made  the  common  decree 
in  a  creditor's  suit,  and  directed 
the  report  to  be  made  in  both 
causes.    Bndgen  v.  Sage, 

Page  683 

DELIVERY  OF  PAPERS. 

Order  made  on  a  solicitor,  who 
withdrew  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Plaintiff's  cause,  that  he  should 
deliver  up  to  the  Plaintiff's  new 
solicitor  the  briefs  of  the  plead- 
ings, counsels  opinions  thereon, 
office  copies  of  the  several  an- 
swers, and  ail  such  otlier  papers 
and  documents,  connected  with 
the  cause,  as,  upon  inspection, 
such  new  solicitor  might  deem 
necessary  for  the  hearing ;  with* 
out  prejudice  to  any  right  of  lien 
for  costs,  and   upon  an  under- 

.  taking  to  return  them  undefaced 
within  ten  days  after  the  hearing. 
Hedop  Y.  Metcalfe.  18S 


DEMURRER. 

1.  A  Defendant  who  had  fully  an- 
swered a  bill,  afterwards,  upon 
the  bill  being  amerided,  put  in  a 
demurrer  to  the  whole  of  the 
amended  bill.  The  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, did  not  materially  vary  the 
case  originally  made  against  the 
demurring  party,  and  it  retained 
a  large  portion  of  statement  which 
he  had  previously  answered:  Held, 
first,  that  the  Court  was  entitled 
to  look  into  the  record,  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  whether  pas- 
sages existed  in  the  amended  bill, 
which  had  been  previously  an- 
swered as  part  of  the  original 
bill ;  and  secondly,  that  as  the 
fact  was  admitted  to  be  so,  the 
answer  over-ruled  the  demurrer. 
Ellice  V.  Goodson.  Page  653 

2.  When  a  Defendant  puts  in  answer 
to  part  of  a  bill  and  a  demurrer 
to  the  rest*  and  the  demurrer  is 
over*ruled,  and  the  Plaintiff  then 
amends  his  bill  either  by  adding 
parties,  or  generally,  the  Plaintiff's 
right  to  except  to  the  answer  for 
insufficiency  will  not  be  waived 
by  such  amendment.  Taylor  v. 
Bailey.  677 

See  Judgment. 

multifariouskess. 
Railway,  2. 

DEVASTAVIT. 
On  the  death  of  an  intestate,  ad- 
ministration to  her  estate  was 
granted  to  her  son  and  daughter. 
The  daughter  being  then  under 
coverture,  the  assets  were,  in  May 

1831, 
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183 If  paid  into  a  banking  house, 
to  the  joint  account  of  her  hus- 
band and  her  brother,  the  admi- 
nistrator; and  the  whoTe  of  the 
fund,  with  the  exception  of  the 
share  of  one  of  the  next  of  kin, 
who  was  abroad,  was  soon  after- 
wards paid  away  among  the  se- 
veral parties  entitled,  by  means  of 
cheques  signed  by  the  two  per- 
sons in  whose  names  the  account 
stood.  The  husband  of  the  ad- 
ministratrix died  in  December  1 83 1, 
and,  ten  months  afterwards,  her 
brother  and  co-administrator  drew 
out  the  balance,  and,  having  ap- 
plied it  to  his  own  use,  absconded : 
Held,  that  the  estate  of  the  hus- 
band of  the  administratrix  was 
answerable  for  the  loss.  Clough 
V.  Bond.  Page  490 

DISCLAIMER. 

A  bill  filed  against  trustees,  to  com- 
pel the  transfer  to  the  Plaintiff  of 
a  fund  to  which  he  stated  that  he 
was  solely  entitled,  joined,  as  De- 
fendants, certain  persons  who  had, 
as  the  Plaintiff  alleged,  rendered 
the  suit  necessary  by  calling  upon 
the  trustees  to  transfer  the  fund 
to  them,  and  the  bill  therefore 
prayed  that  they  might  pay  the 
costs  of  the  suit. 

The  Defendants  in  question  put 
in  what  they  called  an  answer  and 
disclaimer,  in  which  they  merely 
stated,  that  they  did  not  now 
claim,  and  never  had  claimed,  any 
interest  in  the  fund  in  question. 

Upon  exceptions  taken  to  this 


answer  and  disclaimer,  which  co- 
vered the  whole  of  the  interrogat- 
ing part  of  the  bill,  the  Vice- 
chancellor  held  the  exceptions 
good  except  as  to  one  interro- 
gatory, which  he  thought  was 
immaterial. 

Held,  upon  appeal,  that  his 
Honoris  order  was  right. 

SembUf  that  the  Plmntiff  was 
entitled  to  an  answer  to  all  the  in- 
terrogatories in  the  bill.  Graham 
V.  Coape.  Page  638 

DISCOVERY. 

1.  A  case  for  the  opinion  of  counsel, 
stated  by  the  answer  to  have  re- 
ference to  the  matters  in  question 
in  the  cause,  and  to  have  been 
submitted  to  counsel  after  the 
matters  in  dispute  in  the  cause  had 
arisen,  is  a  privileged  communi- 
cation, which  the  Defendant  is 
not  bound  to  produce.  Nias  v. 
The  Northern  and  Eastern  Bail' 
•omy  Company.  355 

2.  A  bill  filed  by  the  insurers  of  a 
life  against  the  insured,  to  which 
the  solicitor  of  the  insured  was  a 
party  as  a  Defendant,  stated  that, 
on  a  particular  day,  an  agent  of  a 
company,  with  whom  the  insured 
wished  to  effect  an  insurance,  came 
to  the  office  of  the  insured,  and 
told  their  agent  that  the  life  was 
bad,  handing  to  such  agent  at  the 
same  time  an  unfavourable  medi- 
cal report  upon  the  life.  The 
Defendant,  the  solicitor  of  the 
insured,  was  present  at  this  inter- 
view, but  in  his  answer  to  the  bill 

I  3  H  2  refused 
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refused  to  state  what  passed,  be- 
cause he  was  then  the  solicitor 
and  attorney,  and  was  present  as 
the  solicitor  and  attorney  of  the 
insured,  and  acquired  his  inform- 
ation, touching  the  matters  which 
he  refused  to  answer,  solely  from 
the  fact  of  his  being  present  at  the 
time,  in  the  capacity  of  solicitor 
and  attorney,  and  professional  and 
confidential  adviser  of  the  in- 
sured : 

Held,  that  this  answer  was  in- 
sufficient. 

Principles  upon  which  some 
communications  are  held  to  be 
privileged  from  disclosure.  Des* 
borough  V.  Ratolins.  Page  515 
;.  Upon  a  motion  for  discovery  and 
inspection  of  documents,  grounded 
on  a  Defendant's  answer,  the  Court 
is  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  the 
statements  in  the  answer^  as  to 
parts  of  the  documents  which  are 
not  disclosed,  however  suspicious 
those  statements  may  be;  but  if 
they  are  inconsistent  with  each 
other,  the  Court  will  adopt  the 
statement  which  is  most  favour- 
able to  the  Plaintiff;  and  if  such 
parts  of  the  documents  as  are  dis- 
closed contradict  the  answer  as  to 
the  other  parts,  the  Court  will 
order  an  inspection  of  such  other 
parts.    Boxoes  v.  Femie.         632 

DOUBLE  PORTION. 
See  PoRTiOK,  2. 

DOWER. 
See  Married  Womak. 


ELECTION. 
See  Married  Womah. 

ELEGIT. 
See  Judgment. 

ENROLMENT. 
See  Annuity. 

EQUITABLE  MORTGAGE. 

See  Costs,  8. 

Vendor's  Lien. 

EVIDENCE. 
A  document  which  was  admitted  by 
a  Defendant's  answer  to  be  in  his 
possession,  and  was  included  in  a 
schedule  to  the  answer,  was  left 
with  his  Clerk-in-Court  under  the 
usual  order ;  and  the  Plamtiff  then 
proved  it  in  the  cause,  and  proved 
that  it  came  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  Defendant's  Clerk-in-Court. 
Held,  that  the  circumstances  did 
not  oblige  the  Plaintiff  to  read 
that  part  of  the  answer  which  ad* 
mitted  the  document  to  be  in  the 
Defendant's  possession.  Ta^or 
y.  Salmon.  Page  422 

EXCEPTIONS. 

See  Disclaimer. 
Pleading,  5. 
Practice,  13. 

EXONERATION   OF   PER- 
SONAL  ESTATE, 

See  Will,  5* 

•EXECU- 
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EXECUTORS. 

See  Breach  of  Trust. 

Liability  of  Executors. 
Will,  4. 


FATHER'S  CONSENT. 
The  provision  in  the  seventeenth 
section  of  the  Marriage  Act 
(4  G.4.  c.  76.)  does  not  apply  to 
the  case  of  a  father  who  is  beyond 
the  seas,  or  unreasonably  with- 
holds his  consent,  but  only  to  a 
case  in  which  he  is  non  compos 
mentis.  Ex  parte  L  C      Page  471 

FRAUD. 
See  Bottomry  Bond. 


GAMBLING  DEBT. 
See  Injunction,  1. 


INJUNCTION. 

1.  In  the  year  1827}  a  bond  to  secure 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
was  given  to  S.  by  X.  M.  joined 
in  the  bond,  as  surety.  In  1829 
L.  died.  In  18S2  S.  brought  an 
action  in  Ireland  against  M.  upon 
the  bond,  and  M*  then  filed  a  bill 


in  Ireland  for  an  injunction,  to 
restrain  the  action,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bond  was  founded  on  a 
gambling  transaction.  An  injunc- 
tion was  granted,  and  subsequently 
a  decree  nisi  for  taking  the  bill 
pro  confesso  was  made  against  iS., 
and  the  order  was  served  upon  him 
two  days  before  his  death,  which 
happened  in  1833.  In  1837  S.'s 
personal  representatives  brought 
an  action  upon  the  bond  against 
Af.  in  England,  M.  then  filed  a 
bill  for  an  injunction.  S.'s  repre- 
sentatives, in  their  answer,  stated 
that  they  were  entirely  ignorant 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  consider- 
ation for  the  bond,  and  that  they 
had  found  among  S's  papers  cer- 
tain memorandum  books  relating 
to  bets  upon  horse  races,  which 
books  they  had  destroyed  as  use- 
less; but  they  denied  that  the 
books  shewed  the  consideration 
for  the  bond.  Upon  this  answer 
the  Vice-Chancellor  granted  an 
injunction,  which  was  continued 
upon  appeal,  without  obliging  the 
Plaintiff  to  bring  the  money  into 
Court.  The  Earl  of  MilUown  v. 
Stewart.  Page  18 

2.  The  Court  will  grant  a  perpetual 
injunction  against  the  use,  by  one 
tradesman,  of  the  trade  marks  of 
another,  although  such  marks 
have  been  so  used  in  ignorance  of 
their  being  any  person's  property, 
and  under  the  belief  that  they 
were  merely  technical  terms.  MH^ 
lington  V.  Fox.  338 

3.  A  holder  of  shares  in  a  joint 
stock  banking  company  in  Ire- 

3  H  3  land, 
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landt  formed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  6  G.  4.  c.  42.,  filed  his  bill 
in  this  Court  on  the  6th  of  March 
1 838,  against  certain  persons  as  the 
directors*  and  against  the  public 
officer  of  the  company;  alleging 
that  he  had  been  induced  to  pur- 
chase the  shares  through  the  mis- 
representations and  fraud  of  the 
directors,  and  that,  on  the  19th  of 
January  1838,  they  had  com- 
menced an  action  against  him  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Eng- 
landt  fn  the  name  of  the  public 
officer,  for  the  recovery  of  the  in- 
stalments due  on  his  shares,  which 
action  would  come  on  for  trial  at 
the  assiies  to  be  holden  at  Liver- 
pool on  the  22d  of  March  then 
instant ;  and  praying  a  discovery 
and  injunction,  and  that  the  monies 
which  he  had  previously  paid  for 
shares  might  be  refunded.  To 
this  bill  the  public  officer  duly 
appeared,  but  on  the  16th  of 
March  the  common  injunction 
was  obtained  against  the  other 
Defendants  for  want  of  appear- 
ance. The  Plaintiff  then  moved 
that  the  injunction  might  be  ex- 
tended to  stay  trial  of  the  action 
commenced  by  the  Defendants 
the  directors,  in  the  name  of  the 
other  Defendant;  and  upon  this 
motion,  besides  the  usual  affidavit 
of  the  Plaintiff,  there  were  read 
an  affidavit  by  the  Plaintiff's  at- 
torney in  the  action,  stating  the 
delivery  of  the  declaration  and 
certain  proceedings  which  had  sub- 
sequently taken  place  at  law,  with 
a  view  to  explain  the  apparent 


delay  in  the  institution  of  the  rait ; 
and  also  an  affidavit  by  the  De- 
fendant, the  public  officer,  setting 
forth  the  constitution  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  frame  and  nature  of 
the  pleadings  in  the  action. 

The  Vice-chancellor  granted 
the  motion,  but  his  Honor's  order 
was  discharged  upon  appeal,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  holding. 

First,  that  the  order  was  con- 
trary to  the  practice  and  irregular 
in  form,  inasmuch  as  the  common 
injunction  had  never  been  ob- 
tained against  the  public  officer, 
the  Plaintiff  at  law. 

Secondly,  that  the  order  ought 
not  to  have  been  made,  because 
it  appeared  upon  the  whole  case 
taken  together,  that  the  allegation 
in  the  Plaintiff's  affidavit,  that  the 
discovery  sought  by  his  bill  was 
material  to  his  defence  at  law, 
could  not  be  true  in  fact ;  and, 

SetnUcy  thirdly,  that  the  delay 
between  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  and  the 
institution  of  the  suit  was  not  suffi- 
ciently accounted  for,  to  justify 
the  Court  in  extending  the  in- 
junction so  shortly  before  the 
trial. 

In  what  cases,  and  how  far  affi- 
davits may  be  used,  upon  such  a 
motion,  on  behalf  of  the  Plaintiff 
to  explain  his  apparent  delay  in 
instituting  the  suit,  or  on  behalf 
of  the  Defendant  to  state  the 
nature  and  effeet  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  law,  for  the  purpose  of 
shewing  that  the  discovery  to  be 
made  by  the  answer  would  not  be 
material 
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material  to  the  defence  at  law, 
quare  f     Thorpe  v.  Hughes. 

Page  742 
4.  The  owner  of  land  upon  which  a 
railway  company,  incorporated  by 
parliament,  are  about  to  enter,  is 
not  entitled  to  an  interlocutory 
injunction  to  restrain  them  from  so 
entering,  if  by  his  silence  and 
conduct  he  has  permitted  the 
company  to  carry  on  their  works 
upon  the  supposition  that  they 
were  entitled  to  enter  on  and 
take  the  land  in  question.  Green- 
halgh  V.  The  Manchester  and 
Birmingham  RaUmay  Company. 

784 

See  Bottomry  Bond. 
Copyright,  1,  2. 
Jurisdiction. 
Marks,  1,  2. 
Specific  Performance. 


INSPECTION  OF  DOCU- 
MENTS. 

Upon  a  motion  for  discovery  and  in- 
spection of  documents,  grounded 
on  a  Defendant's  answer,  the  Court 
is  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  the 
statement  in  the  answer,  as  to 
parts  of  the  documents  which  are 
not  disclosed,  however  suspicious 
those  statements  may  be ;  but  if 
they  are  inconsistent  with  each 
other,  the  Court  will  adopt  the 
statement  which  is  most  favour- 
able to  the  Plaintiff;  and  if  such 
parts  of  the  documents  as  are  dis- 
closed contradict  the  answer  as  to 
the  other  part£»  the   Court  will 


order  an  inspection  of  such  other 
parts.  Bmnes  v.  Fernie.  Page  632 

INTEREST. 

An  owner  of  real  estates  in  England 
and  Ireland  granted  a  number  of 
annuities,  some  of  which  were 
specifically  charged  by  the  deeds 
upon  the  grantor's  English  estates, 
with  powers  of  distress  and  entry 
for  recovering  the  amount,  and 
all  costs,  losses,  charges,  damages, 
and  expenses  occasioned  by  the 
same  not  being  duly  paid :  others 
were  secured  by  the  covenant  of 
the  grantor  and  a  surety,  with  a 
proviso  for  redemption  on  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum,  and  all 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses :  all 
of  them  were  further  secured  by 
warrants  of  attorney  to  confess 
judgment,  upon  which  judgments 
were  entered  up.  Upon  a  bill 
filed  by  an  assignee  of  these  an. 
nuities,  after  the  death  of  the 
grantor,  for  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  the  annuities,  together  with  in- 
terest, it  was  held  that  he  was  not 
entitled  to  interest  upon  the  ar« 
rears  of  any  of  the  annuities,  there 
being  no  proof  that  he  had  been 
delayed  by  the  absence  or  con- 
duct of  the  grantor. 

The  assignee  having  afterwards 
instituted  a  suit  in  Ireland  to  re« 
cover  the  arrears  of  the  annuities 
out  of  the  grantor's  estates  in  that 
country,  an  order  was  made  di- 
recting that,  upon  payment  of 
what  was  found  due  to  him  in 
the  suit  in  this  Court,  in  re- 
3  H  4  spect 
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8pect  of  the  annuities  specifically 
charged*  he  should  execute  re- 
leases of  those  annuities,  and  enter 
up  satisfaction  on  the  judgments 
by  which  they  were  secured,  and 
be  restrained  from  prosecuting  the 
suit  in  Ireland  till  further  order. 
Booth  V.  Leycester.         Page  459 


JOINTURE. 
See  Married  Woman. 

JOINT  STOCK  COMPANY. 
Sff^  Injunction,  S. 

JOINT  TENANCY. 
See  Will,  4. 

JUDGMENT. 

A  judgment  creditor,  who  desires 
to  enforce  his  security  against  his 
debtor*s  equitable  interest  in  free- 
hold estate  by  a  bill  in  equity, 
roust  previously  sue  out  an  elegit 
against  the  estate;  and  if  his  bill 
does  not  allege  that  he  has  done 
so,  it  is  demurrable.  Neate  v. 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  407 

See  Power. 

JUDGMENT  DEBT. 
See  Interest. 

JURISDICTION. 

There  is  no  jurisdiction  in  equity  to 
order  a  legal  instrument  to  be  de- 
livered up,  on  the  ground  of  ille- 


gality which  appears  upon  the 
face  of  the  instrument  itself. 

During  the  progress  of  a  rail- 
road bill  through  parliament^  the 
promoters  of  the  bill  agree  with 
an  owner  of  land  on  the  intended 
line*  that  if  the  bill  shall  pass, 
they  will  endeavour  in  the  next 
session  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
parliament  to  a  deviation  of  the 
line. 

Whether  such  an  agreement  is 
legal,  quaref  Simpson  v.  Lord 
Howden.  Page  97 

See  Bottomry  Bond. 

Specific  Performance. 


LEGACY. 

In  the  year  1810  a  sum  of  stock  was 
transferred  into  the  names  of  A. 
and  B.9  in  trust  for  a  father  and 
mother,  in  certain  proportions, 
for  their  respective  lives,  with  re- 
mainder to  their  children.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  stock  was  trans- 
ferred by  A.  and  B.  into  the  name 
of  B.  only,  who  appropriated  it 
to  his  own  use.  In  the  year  1818, 
the  father  and  mother  filed  a  bill 
against  A.  and  J9.,  to  have  the 
stock  replaced ;  and  the  children 
(two  in  number)  were  co-plaintifis, 
and,  being  infants,  sued  by  their 
father,  as  their  next  friend;  but 
that  suit  was  soon  afterwards  com- 
promised, upon  B.  giving  security 
for  the  payment  of  interest  for 
the  time  past  and  for  the  time  to 
come.   A.  subsequently  died,  and 

his 
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his  personal  estate  was  distributed 
among  his  legatees;  and  two  of 
those  legatees  then  died,  having 
received  their  legacies;  and  the 
residuary  personal  estate  of  one 
of  them  was  paid  over  to  her  re- 
siduary legatee.  These  distribu- 
tions were  made  in  ignorance  of 
any  demand  arising  out  of  the 
breach  of  trust  in  which  A.  had 
concurred.  The  eldest  of  the  two 
children  attained  twenty-one  in 
1821,  and  the  other  in  1823.  In 
1833  they  filed  a  bill  alone  against 
B.  and  the  personal  represent- 
ative of  A>  and  his  surviving  le- 
gatees, and  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  his  deceased  legatees, 
and  the  residuary  legatee  of  one 
of  those  deceased  legatees,  and 
against  the  father  and  mother  of 
the  Plaintiffs,  praying  to  have  the 
fund  replaced. 

Held,  that  the  Plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  call  upon  the  surviv- 
ing legatees  oC  A*y  and  the  per- 
sonal representatives  and  legatees 
of  his  deceased  legatees  to  refund ; 
and  that^  without  any  previous 
inquiry,  as  to  whether  the  Plain- 
tiffs had  known  of  or  acquiesced 
in  the  breach  of  trust,  or  the 
compromise  of  the  suit  of  1818. 
•«   March  v.  Russell.  Page  31 

See  Portion,  2. 
Will,  4. 

LIABILITY  OF  EXECUTORS. 

On  the  death  of  an  intestate,  ad- 
ministration to  her  estate  was 
granted  to  her  son  and  daughter. 


The  daughter  being  then  under 
^  coverture,  the  assets  were,  in 
May  1831,  paid  into  a  banking 
house,  to  the  joint  account  of  her 
husband  and  her  brother,  the  ad- 
ministrator ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
fund,  with  the  exception  of  the 
share  of  one  of  the  next  of  kin, 
who  was  abroad,  was  soon  after- 
wards  paid  away  among  the  se- 
veral parties  entitled,  by  means 
of  cheques  signed  by  the  two 
persons  in  whose  names  the  ac- 
count stood.  The  husband  of  the 
administratrix  died  in  December 
1831,  and  ten  months  afterwards, 
her  brother  and  co-administrator 
drew  out  the  balance,  and,  having 
applied  it  to  his  own  use,  ab- 
sconded: Held,  that  the  estate 
of  the  husband  of  the  administra- 
trix was  answerable  for  the  loss. 
Clough  v.  Bond.  Page  490 

See  Breach  of  Trust,  1, 2. 

LIEN. 

See  Solicitor's  Lien. 
Vendor's  Lien. 

LIMITATIONS. 
See  Statute  of, 

LOCO  PARENTIS. 
See  Portion,  2. 

LOCAL  ACTS  OF  PAR- 
LIAMENT. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  under 

the  local  acts  of  parliament  for 

improving 
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improying  the  town  of  Cambridge 
have,  upon  the  true  coDstniction 
of  those  acts,  a  continuing  right 
to  exercise  from  time  to  time  the 
power  therebj  vested  in  them,  of 
taking  property  for  the  purposes 
of  the  acts,  and  of  referring  the 
assessment  of  the  price  to  a  jury, 
so  long  as  may  be  required  for 
carrying  into  full  effect  the  pur- 
poses contemplated  by  the  acts. 

A  person  whose  property  is  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  purposes  of  the  acts  is  not 
entitled  to  restrain  them,  by  in- 
junction, from  taking  the  steps 
prescribed  by  the  acts  for  obtain* 
ing  possession  of  the  property, 
until  they  shall  have  shewn  a  suf- 
ficient fund  in  hand  to  satisfy  the 
price  which  may  be  awarded  to 
him,  or  until  they  shall  have 
shewn  the  means  by  which  they 
propose  to  procure  it.  Salmon  v. 
Randall  Page  439 

LORD  CHANCELLOR. 
See  Protector. 

LUNATIC. 
See  Appointment  of  Trustees,  1. 
Protector. 


MALE  DESCENDANT. 

See  Construction. 

MARKS. 

L  The  boxes  of  tin  plates  made  at 
particular  works  at  Carmarthen 


were,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
branded  with  the  mark  <<  M.  C.** 
S^  a  lessee  of  those  works,  who 
had  used  that  mark,  subsequmtly 
removed  his  manu&ctory  to  other 
works  at  a  distance  of  forty  miles, 
and  there  used  the  same  mark. 
The  Carmarihen  works  were,  for 
some  years,  unoccupied;  but  af- 
terwards, D*  and  others,  as  co- 
partners, having  taken  a  lease  of 
them,  carried  them  on  and  branded 
their  boxes  with  the  maiic  ^  M» 
C.,'*  and  styled  themsdves  *<  The 
'  Af.  C  Tm  Plate  Company."  & 
then  obtained  an  injunction  to 
restrain  D.  and  his  partners  £rom 
using  the  mark  <<  M.  C,"  or  the 
designation  of  "  The  *  Af.  C  Tm 
Plate  Company;"  but,  upon  ap- 
peal, the  injunction  was  dissolved, 
with  liberty  to  S.  to  bring  an 
action. 

Principles  and  rules  upon  which 
the  Court  interferes,  by  injunc- 
tion, in  such  cases.  Motley  v. 
Dotxmmanw  Page  I 

2.  The  Court  vrill  grant  a  perpetual 
injunction  against  the  use,  by  ooe 
tradesman,  of  the  trade  marks  of 
another,  although  such  marb 
have  been  so  used  in  ignorance 
of  their  being  any  person's  pro- 
perty, and  under  the  belief  that 
they  were  merely  technical  terms. 
MUlington  v.  Fox.  S58 

See  Costs,  6. 

MARRIAGE  ACT. 
See  Father's  Consent. 

MARRIED 
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MARRIED  WOMAN. 

The  consent  of  a  married  woman, 
by  her  counsel,  to  release  her 
jointure,  and  accept  an  allowance 
for  maintenance  during  the  life  of 
her  husband,  who  was  a  lunatic, 
without  prejudice  to  her  right  to 
dower,  held  not  to  be  binding 
upon  her,  after  his  decease. 

AJeme  covert  is  not  competent, 

during  the   coverture,   to    elect 

between  a  jointure  made  to  her 

after  marriage  and  her  dower  at 

common  law.     Frank  v.  Frank* 

Page  171 

MASTER  IN  CHANCERY. 
;Se«  Practice,  8. 11. 

MISTAKE. 
See  Settlkmemt. 

MORTGAGE. 

C,  having  an  interest  in  a  sum  of 
10,00(V.,  subject  to  a  mortgage 
made  by  himself  to  D.,  and  hav- 
ing also  other  property  subject  to 
mortgages,  assigns  the  10,000/., 
subject  to  the  mortgage  to  D., 
and  also  the  other  property,  sub- 
ject to  the  mortgages  affecting  it, 
to  trustees,  upon  trust  to  pay  the 
mortgages  affecting  both,  and  to 
divide  the  surplus  among  the 
other  creditors  of  C;  and,  by  the 
same  deed,  C.'s  creditors  release 
him  from  all  demands  in  respect 
of  their  debts.  D.  being  applied 
to  by  C  to  execute  this  deed. 


refuses  to  do  so  unless  his  mort- 
gage security  upon  the  10,000/. 
is  preserved;  and  C.'s  solicitors, 
one  of  whom,  T.,  is  a  trustee 
under  the  trust  deed,  prepare  a 
memorandum,  which  is  indorsed 
on  the  deed,  and  which  declares 
that  Dt  by  executing  the  deed, 
shall  not  affect  his  mortgage  se- 
curity upon  the  10,000/. 

D.  then  executes  the  deed, 
and  at  the  same  time  signs 
the  indorsement,  which  is  also 
signed  by  T.  There  was  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  this  in- 
dorsement was,  or  was  intended 
to  be,  concealed  from  any  of  the 
other  creditors  who  executed  the 
trust  deed. 

Held,  that  D.  did  not  waive  his 

rights  or  remedies  as  mortgagee 

of  the  10,000/.    Lee  v.  Lockkart. 

Page  302 

See  Costs,  8. 

Vendor's  Liek. 
Will,  5. 

MULTIFARIOUSNESS. 

An  information  was  filed  against  the 
trustees  of  certain  charities,  and 
against  a  person  ,who,  in  concert 
with  one  of  the  trustees,  had 
fraudulently  effected  the  exchange 
of  a  farm,  in  which  he  and  that 
trustee  were  jointly  interested, 
for  a  portion  of  the  charity  lands ; 
praying  a  general  account  of  the 
charity  estates,  an  apportionment 
of  the  rents  among  the  different 
charitable  objects,  and  a  scheme, 
and  praying  also  that  the  ex- 
change 
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change  might  be  declared  void, 
and  that  a  new  trustee  might  be 
appointed  in  the  room  of  the 
trustee  who  had  so  acted.  To 
this  information  a  demurrer  for 
multifariousness,  put  in  by  the 
party  who  had  colluded  with  the 
trustee  in  the  exchange,  was  over- 
ruled. The  Attomey'General  v. 
Cradoch  Page  85 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION. 

See  Charity,  1,  2. 
Corporation. 


NOTICE. 
See  Vendor's  Lien. 


OFFICIAL  ASSIGNEE. 
See  Bankruptcy,  2. 

ORDERS. 
The  Masters  have  no  power  to  dis- 
pense with  or  relax  the  General 
Orders  of  the  Court.     Smith  v. 
Webster.  24* 

ORDER  TO  PAY  MONEY. 
See  Practice,  9* 


PARTIES. 

See  CosTs^  3. 
Pleading,  1. 
Trust. 


PATENT. 
See  Profits. 

PAYMENT  OF  DEBTS. 

A  direction  in  a  will  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  does  not  create  a 
trust  upon  the  personal  estate*  so 
as  to  take  a  debt  out  of  the  sta- 
tute of  limitations,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  that  estate* 

If  time  has  once  begun  to  ran 
against  a  debt  in  the  debtor's  life- 
time, it  does  not  afterwards  cease 
to  run  during  the  period  which 
may  elapse  between  his  death  and 
the  time  at  which  a  personal  re- 
presentative to  him  is  constituted. 
Freake  v.  Cranefeldt.      Page  499 

PIRACY. 

See  CoPTRfGHT,  1,  2. 
Marks,  1,  2. 
Profits. 

PLAINTIFF. 
See  Authority  to  Sue. 

PLEA. 
See  Pleading,  %  3. 

PLEADING. 

1.  When  a  bill  for  specific  perform- 
ance is  filed  by  a  person  who  has 
contracted  to  purchase  the  abso- 
lute legal  and  equitable  interest 
in  a  mortgaged  estate  from  the 
supposed  owner  of  the  equitj  of 
redemption,  neither  the  mort- 
gagee nor  a  person  who  claims 

an 
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an  interest  in  the  equity  of  re- 
demptioDy  but  has  not  joined  in 
the  contracty  can  be  made  a  De-> 
fendant;  and  the  circumstance, 
that  the  mortgagee  does  not  ob- 
ject to  being  made  a  party,  but 
requires  the  sanction  of  the  per- 
son so  claiming  an  interest  in  the 
equity  of  redemption  before  join- 
ing in  the  conveyance,  does  not 
make  that  person  a  proper  party. 
-*    Tasker  Y.  Small.  Page  63 

2.  A  negative  plea,  which  professes 
to  be  a  plea  to  the  whole  bill,  ex- 
cept certain  specified  parts,  but 
yet  proceeds  to  traverse  some 
one  of  the  parts  so  excepted,  is 
bad.    Dentfs  v.  Lococi.  205 

3.  Where  a  bill  charges  matters 
which,  if  true,  would  destroy  an 
anticipated  legal  bar,  a  plea,  set- 
ting up  that  bar,  will  be  over- 
ruled, unless  it  is  supported  by 
an  answer  which  fully  negatives 
those  matters.  Foley  v.  HiU.  475 

4.  A  Defendant  who  had  fully  an- 
swered a  bill,  afterwards,  upon 
the  bill  being  amended,  put  in  a 
demurrer  to  the  whole  of  the 
amended  bill.  The  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, did  not  materially  vary  the 
case  originally  made  against  the 
demurring  party,  and  it  retained 

•  a  large  portion  of  statement  which 
he  had  previously  answered:  Held, 
first,  that  the  Court  was  entitled 
to  look  into  the  record,  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  whether  pas- 
sages existed  in  the  amended  bill, 
which  had  been  previously  an- 
swered as  part  of  the  original 
bill ;  and  s6condIy»  that  as  the  fact 


was  admitted  to  be  so,  the  answer 
over-ruled  the  demurrer.  EUice 
V.  Goodton*  Pftge  653 

5.  When  a  Defendant  puts  in  an- 
swer to  part  of  a  bill  and  a  de- 
murrer to  the  rest,  and  the  de- 
murrer  is  over-ruled,  and  the 
Plaintiff  then  amends  his  bill 
either  by  adding  parties,  or  gene- 
rally, the  Plaintiff's  right  to  ex- 
cept to  the  answer  for  insufficiency 
will  not  be  waived  by  such  amend- 
ment.    Taylor  v.  BaiUy.        ffff 

See  AuTHORiTT  to  Sue. 
Bankruptcy,  1. 
Judgment. 
Multifariousness. 
Trust. 

PORTION. 

1.  A.  being  tenant  for  life,  with  re- 
mainder to  his  sons  in  tail,  with 
remainder  to  his  daughters  in  tail, 
and  having  only  one  daughter, 
who  was  under  age,  and  about  to 
be  married,  by  a  deed,  executed 
on  the  occasion  of  the  marriage, 
conveyed  his  life  estate  to  trus- 
tees, upon  trust,  as  to  part,  for 
the  wife,  during  the  joint  lives  of 
herself  and  her  husband,  for  her 
separate  use,  with  remainder  upon 
trust  for  her  husband.;  and  as  to 
the  other  part,  upon  trust  for  the 
husband,  for  the  joint  lives  of 
himself  and  his  wife,  with  re« 
mainder  upon  trust  for  the  wife ; 
and  in  case  the  husband  and  wife 
should  both  happen  to  die  in  his 
lifetime,  and  there  should  be  any 
child  or  children  of  their  two  bo- 
dies 
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dies  at  the  death  of  the  MirrfTor 
of  them,  upon  tintt  for  all  and 
every  such  child  and  children,  in 
such  shares  and  manner  as  the 
husband  and  wife  should  appoint, 
and,  in  default  of  appointment, 
equally ;  and  in  case  Uiere  should 
be  no  such  child  or  children  of 
the  husband  by  the  wife,  or  there 
being  such,  all  of  them  should 
happen  to  die  in  the  lifetime  of 
A.f  upon  trust  for  such  persons  as 
^  the  wife  should  appoint;  and  in 
default  of  appointment,  for  the 
survivor  of  husband  and  wife,  and 
the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  sur. 
vivor,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
life  of  ^. 

It  was  by  the  same  deed  pro- 
vided, that  when  the  wife  attained 
her  full  age,  a  recovery  should  be 
suffered,  which  should  enure  to 
the  use  of  trustees  during  the  life 
of  A»j  upon  the  several  trusts 
before  mentioned;  and  after  his 
death,  and  for  .want  of  issue  male 
of  his  body,  as  to  part,  to  the  use 
of  trustees,  in  trust  for  the  wife 
for  life,  for  her  separate  use,  with 
remainder  to  the  use  of  the  hus- 
band for  life ;  and  as  to  the  other 
part,  to  the  use  of  the  husband 
for  life ;  and  in  case  his  wife  sur- 
vived him,  then  as  to  the  whole 
of  the  property  to  the  use  of  the 
wife  for  life,  with  remainder  to 
the  use  of  trustees,  during  the 
several  lives  of  husband  and  wife, 
to  preserve  contingent  remainders, 
with  remainders  to  trustees  for  500 
years  thence  next  ensuing,  with 
remainder  to  such  son  of  the  mar- 


riage as  boslNUid  and  wife  should 
appomt,  in  tafl,  wUh  remauider 
to  the  use  of  the  first  and  oAer 
sons  of  the  marriage,  successivdy, 
in  tail,  with  remabder  to  4iie  use 
of  the  daughters  of  the  marriage, 
as  tenants  in  common,  in  tail,  with 
remainders  over.  It  waa  declared, 
that  the  trustees  of  the  500  years 
term  should  stand  possessed  there- 
of in  case  the  husband  should 
happen  to  die,  leaving  issue  by 
the  wife,  an  eldest  or  only  son, 
who  should  live  to  attain  twenty- 
one,  or  die  before  and  leave  such 
issue,  and  one  or  more  younger 
son  and  sons,  and  daughter  and 
daughters,  or  daughter  or  daugh- 
ters only  of  the  marriage,  upon 
trust,  that  the  trustees  should, 
after  the  several  deaths  of  the 
husband  and  wife  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term,  but  not 
before  or  sooner,  unless  the  hus- 
band should  by  writing  direct, 
but  without  prejudice  to  the  es- 
tates and  interests  of  the  wife, 
raise  for  the  portion  or  portions 
of  the  daughter  and  daughters, 
and  younger  child  and  children 
of  the  marriage,  there  being  then 
an  elder  or  only  son,  or  the  heirs 
of  the  body  of  such  son  then  liv- 
ing, the  several  sums  next  therein- 
after mentioned,  viz,  if  only  one 
such  younger  child,  20001^  if  two, 
SOOO/.,  and  if  three  or  more, 
4O002.,  for  the  portions  of  such 
younger  children,  share  and  share 
alike,  and  to  survive  to  the  sur- 
vivors and  survivor  of  them, 
but  so  as  such  ti^o  anrviving 
younger 
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younger  children  should  have  no 
more  raised  than  30001.,  nor  any 
one  such  surviving  child  any  more 
then  2000/. ;  to  be  paid  to  daugh- 
ters at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
or  days  of  marriagei  which  should 
first  happen,  after  the  deaths  of 
the  husband  and  wife,  otherwise 
within  three  months  next  after 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  them ; 
and  to  be  paid  to  sons  at  twenty- 
one,  or  sooner,  if  the  trustees 
should,  after  the  several  deaths  of 
the  husband  and  wife,  in  their  dis- 
cretion judge  necessary. 

There  was  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage, one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  survived  both 
parents,  except  one  daughter,  who 
died  in  the  lifetime  of  both,  after 
she  had  attained  eighteen  and 
been  married:  Held,  that  such 
daughter  did  not  become  entitled 
to  any  portion.  Whatford  v. 
Moore.  Page  270 

2.  The  proper  definition  of  a  person 
in  loco  parentis  to  a  child  is  that 
of  a  person  who  means  to  put 
himself  in  the  situation  of  the  law- 
ful father  of  the  child,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  father's  office  and 
duty  of  making  a  provision  for 
the  child. 

A  person  may  stand  in  locopa^ 
renHi  to  a  child,  although  the 
child  lives  with  and  is  maintained 
by  its  father. 

Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to 
prove  that  a  person  did  mean  to 
put  himself  in  loco  parentis  to- 
wards a  childt  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  child's  future  provision ;  and 


evidence  of  the  declarations,  as 
well  as  the  acts  of  such  a  person, 
are  admissible  for  that  purpose. 

If  the  presumption  of  law 
against  double  portions  provided 
by  a  person  in  loco  parentis,  be 
attempted  to  be  rebutted  by  parol 
evidence,  it  may  be  supported  by 
evidence  of  the  same  kind. 

Declarations  of  a  person  in  loco 
parentis  are  admissible  in  evi- 
dence upon  the  question  of  his 
intention  as  to  providing  a  double 
portion  for  a  child  to  whom  he 
stands  in  that  relation. 

A  codicil  republishing  a  wiU, 
makes  the  will  speak  as  ftom  the 
date  of  the  codicil,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passing  after  purchased 
lands;  but  not  for  the  purpose 
of  reviving  a  legacy  revoked, 
adeemed,  or  satisfied.  Potvy^v. 
Mansfield.  Page  S59 

POWER. 

When  an  estate  is  limited  to  such 
uses  as  a  purchaser  shall  appoint, 
and,  subject  thereto,  to  the  usual 
uses  to  bar  dower,  an  appointment 
made 'under  the  power  will,  in 
equity,  as  well  as  at  law,  over- 
reach any  judgments  which  may, 
in  the  mean  time,  have  been  en- 
tered up  against  the  purchaser; 
and  the  circumstance  that  the 
appointee  takes  with  notice  of 
the  judgments,  will  make  no  dif- 
ference in  this  respect,  Skeeles 
V.  Shearlt).  112 
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PRACTICE. 

1.  Where  a  defendant  against  whom 
an  order  for  a  sef  jeant^^t-arau  has 
issued,  for  want  of  an  answer,  and 
non  est  inventus  has  been  re- 
turned, files  his  answer,  and  gets 
the  common  order  for  clearing 
his  contempt  on  payment  of  costs, 
and  the  answer  is  afterwards  suc- 
cessfully excepted  to  for  insuf- 
ficiency, the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
take  up  and  go  on  with  the  pro- 
cess of  contempt  from  the  point 
at  which  it  was  stopped  by  the 
order  for  clearing  the  contempt : 
and  therefore  a  sequestration,  for 
want  of  an  answer  to  the  excep- 
tions, sued  out  immediately  on 
the  defendant's  submitting  to  an- 
swer them,  and  a  consequential 
order  to  take  the  bill  pro  confessOf 
are  regular. 

Under  the  circumstances,  a  de- 
fendant who  had  got  into  con- 
tempt to  a  sequestration  for  want 
of  an  answer,  and  against  whom 
an  order  for  taking  the  bill  pro 
confesso  had  been  obtained,  and  a 
decree  made  accordingly,  was  al- 
lowed, notwithstanding,  upon  cer- 
tain terms,  and  upon  paying  the 
costs  of  all  the  prior  proceedings, 
to  put  in  an  answer,  with  a  view 
to  the  cause  being  regularly  heard. 
Taylor  V.  Salmon.  Page  109 

2;  A  decree  of  foreclosure  against 
an  infant,  must  give  the  infant  a 
day  to  shew  cause  against  the  de- 
cree, after  he  attains  twenty-one, 
notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 


the  act  11  6.4.  &  1  IF.4.  «.47. 
w.  10, 11.    Price  v.  Carver, 

R«elS7 

3.  The  17th  Order  of  18S1  applies 
.  only  to  cases  in  which  the  Plain- 
tiff requires  a  conunissioo.    Smith 
v.  Oliver.  165 

4.  The  provisions  of  the  17th  Order 
of  1831,  with  respect  to  serving  ^ 
subposnas  to  hear  judgment,  do 
not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  Plaintiff 
who  does  not  sue  out  a  commission 
to  examine  witnesses.  Crooke  v. 
Trery.  168 

5.  A  Defendant  in  custody  for  want 
of  the  answer  of  himsc^  and  his 
wife,  cannot  clear  his  contempt  by 
putting  in  the  separate  answer  of 
himself  only. 

Where  a  Defendant,  who  is  in 
the  Fleet  for  a  contempt  in  not 
putting  in  his  answer,  is  reported 
to  be  a  fit  object  to  have  the 
benefit  oC  the  provisions  of  the 
act  \W.^  C.86.,  the  Court  will 
not  interfere  in  his  behalf  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  prejudice  the  in- 
terests of  a  Plaintiff  whose  pro- 
ceedings have  been  regular.  Gee 
V.  Cottle.  180 

6*  A  party  in  contempt  is  entitled 
to  be  heard  in  Court,  to  shew  that 
proceedings  against  him  subse- 
quent to  the  order  placing  him  in 
contempt,  have  been  irregular. 

Upon  the  proceedings  und^  a 
decree  taking  the  bill  pro  confesso 
for  want  of  an  answer,  in  a  fore- 
closure suit,  the  Defendant,  not- 
withstanding he  is  in  contempt, 
ought  to  be  served  with  warrants 
to  attend  the  Master. 

An 
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An  order  absolute  in  the  first 
instance,  to  confirm  the  report 
made  under  a  decree  taken  pro 
confesso,  for  want  of  an  answer, 
is  irregular.    JCing  v.  Bryant. 

Page  191 

7*  A  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  sue  out 
an  attachment  against  a  defendant 
for  want  of  an  answer,  although 
he  is  himself  in  custody  for  a  con- 
tempt in  non-payment  of  costs. 
WUson  V.  Bates.  197 

8.  The  Masters  have  no  power  to 
dispense  with  or  relax  the  General 
Orders  of  the  Court.  Smith  v. 
Webster.  244 

9*  An  order  to  pay  a  sum  of  money 
to  a  particular  person,  by  a  day 
stated,  is  irregular,  unless  it  is 
founded  on  a  previous  demand 
duly  made,  and  a  refusal  to  pay. 

A  demand  made  by  a  person 
not  duly  authorised  to  make  it, 
amounts  to  nothing,  although  the 
party  upon  whom  the  demand  is 

•  made  does  not,  at  the  time,  assign 
the  want  of  tlie  demandant's  au- 
thority as  a  reason  for  refusing 
the  demand.  In  the  Matter  of 
Isaac.  319 

10.  The  Court  has  no  authority 
under  the  2G.2.  c.23.  to  make 
an  order  against  the  personal  re- 
presentatives of  a  deceased  so- 
licitor, that  the  solicitor's  bills  of 
costs  shall  be  taxed.  Maddeford 
V,  Austxvick.  423 

11.  A  party  aggrieved  by  an  order 
made  by  the  Master,  under  the 
3  &  4  ^.  4,  c.  94.  s.  13«,  in  a  cause 
set  down  at  the  Rolls,  has  no  right 

Vol.  UI. 


to  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 

against  the  order.  Hill  v.  Gomme. 

Page  503 

12.  The  affidavit  of  service  of  sub- 
pana  to  hear  judgment  produced 
by  a  Defendant  when  the  Plaintiff 
makes  default  at  the  hearing,  must 
verify  the  fact  of  the  subpoena 
bearing  the  indorsement  required 
by  the  third  order  of  the  21st  of 
December  1838.     Rigg  v.  Wall. 

505 

13.  When  it  is  referred  back  to  a 
Master  to  review  his  report,  he  is 
at  liberty  to  receive  further  evi- 
dence. 

A  Master  having  found  a  cer- 
tain sum  due  from  certain  parties, 
those  parties  took  two  exceptions 
to  the  Master's  report,  by  the  first 
of  which  they  submitted  that  the 
Master  ought  not  to  have  so  found 
and  certified  as  he  had  found  and 
certified ;  and  by  the  other  of 
which  they  submitted  that  he 
ought  either  to  have  found  no- 
thing due  from  them,  or  that  a 
certain  sum,  and  no  more,  was  due 
from  them ;  and  they,  at  the  same 
time,  presented  a  petition  praying 
a  reference  back  to  the  Master  to 
review  his  report,  with  certain 
directions  as  to  particular  items 
of  account.  The  Vice-Chancellor 
made  one  ^order  on  the  petition 
and  the  exceptions,  by  which  he 
merely  allowed  the  exceptions, 
and  referred  it  back  to  the  Master 
to  review  his  report : 

Held,  that  under  this  order  the 

only  inquiry  which   the  Master 

3 1  could 
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could  make  was,  whether  any 
thing,  or  a  sum  not  exceeding  the 
sum  mentioned  in  the  second  ex- 
ception,  was  due.  TSnyford  v. 
Trail.  Ptoge  ^^ 

14.  It  is  irregular  to  comprise  in 
one  petition  of  appeal  an  appeal 
against  orders  made  in  distinct 
suits.  Boyt  ▼.  Morgan.  661 

15.  A  residuary  legatee  filed  a  bill 
against  tlie  personal  representa- 
tives of  a  testator,  for  an  account 
and  payment.  Before  decree  in 
that  cause,  a  creditor  of  the  tes- 
tator, upon  a  bond,  in  respect  of 
which  no  interest  had  been  paid, 
or  acknowledgment  of  debt  made 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  filed 
a  creditor's  bill  against  the  same 
representatives ;  and  the  Defend- 
ants, by  their  answer  to  the  second 
bill,  admitted  the  existence  of  the 
bond  debt.  Afterwards,  the  Plain- 
tiff in  the  first  cause  obtained  the 
common  decree  in  a  residuary 
legatee's  suit,  and  the  Defend- 
ants thereupon  moved  for  and  ob< 
tained  an  order  that  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  second  cause 
might  be  stayed.  Tlie  Lord  Chan 
cellor,  on  appeal,  discharged  the 
order,  and  in  the  second  cause 
made  the  common  decree  in  a 
creditor's  suit,  and  directed  the 
report  to  be  made  in  both  causes. 
Budgen  v.  Sage.  683 

See  Amendment. 

Authority  to  Sue. 
Injunction,  J.  3. 
Unclaimed  Dividends. 


PRIVILEGED  COMMUNI- 
CATION. 

!•  A  case  for  the  opinion  of  counsel, 
stated  by  the  answer  to  have  re- 
ference to  the  matters  in  question 
in  the  causei  and  to  have  been 
submitted  to  counsel  after  the 
matters  in  dispute  in  the  cause 
had  arisen,  is  a  privileged  com- 
munication, which  the  Defendant 
is  not  bound  to  produce.  Nias 
V.  The  Northern  and  Eastern  RaU- 
toay  Company.  Page  355 

2.  A  bill  filed  by  the  insurers  of  a 
life  against  the  insured,  to  whidi 
the  solicitor  of  the  insured  was  a 
party  as  a  Defendant,  stated  that, 
on  a  particular  day,  an  agent  of  a 
company,  with  whom  the  insured 
wished  to  effect  an  insurance, 
came  to  the  office  of  the  insured, 
and  told  their  agent  that  the  life 
was  bad,  handing  to  such  agent 
at  the  same  time  an  unfavourable 
medical  report  upon  the  life.  The 
Defendant,  the  solicitor  of  the  in- 
sured, was  present  at  this  inter- 
view, but  in  his  answer  to  the  bill 
refused  to  state  what  passed,  be- 
cause he  was  then  the  solicitor 
and  attorney,  and  was  present  as 
the  solicitor  and  attorney  of  the 
insured,  and  acquired  his  inform- 
ation, touching  the  matters  which 
he  refused  to  answer,  solely  from 
the  fact  of  his  being  present  at 
the  time,  in  the  capacity  of  so- 
licitor and  attorney,  and  profes- 
sional and  confidential  adviser  of 
the  insured : 

Held, 
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Held,  that  this  answer  was  in- 
sufficient. 

Principles  upon  which  some 
communications  are  held  to  be 
privileged  from  disclosure.  Des- 
borough  V.  Ratolins,        Page  515 

PRO  CONFESSO. 
Where  a  defendant  against  whom 
an  order  for  a  serjeant-at-arms  has 
issued,  for  want  of  an  answer,  and 
non  est  inventus  has  been  returned, 
files  his  answer,  and  gets  the  com 
mon  order  for  clearing  his  con- 
tempt on  payment  of  costs,  and 
the  answer  is  afterwards  success- 
fully excepted  to  for  insufficiency, 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  take  up 
and  go  on  with  the  process  of 
contempt,  from  the  point  at  which 
it  was  stopped  by  the  order  for 
clearing  the  contempt :  and  there- 
fore a  sequestration,  for  want  of 
an  answer  to  the  exceptions,  sued 
out  immediately  on  the  defend- 
ant's submitting  to  answer  them, 
and  a  consequential  order  to  take 
the  bill  pro  confesso,  are  re- 
gular. 

Under  the  circumstances,  a  de- 
fendant who  bad  got  into  con- 
tempt to  a  sequestration  for  want 
of  an  answer,  and  against  whom 
an  order  for  taking  the  bill  pro 
confesso  had  been  obtained,  and  a 
decree  made  accordingly,  was  al- 
lowed, notwithstanding,  upon  cer« 
tain  terms,  and  upon  paying  the 
costs  of  all  the  prior  proceedings, 
to  put  in  an  answer,  with  a  view 
to  the  cause  being  regularly  beard. 
Taylor  V.  Salmon.  109 


\ 

!     PRODUCTION  OF  DOCU. 

i  MENTS. 

A  Plaintiff,  as  personal  re[N-esenta- 
tive  of  a  deceased  testator,  stated 
by  his  bill  that  F^  a  Defendant, 
had  acted  as  his  solicitor,  and  had 
in  that  character  received  various 
sums  on  account  of  the  testator's 
estate,  for  which  he  had  not  ac- 
counted to  him ;  and  alleged  that 
he  had  lately  discovered,  as  the 
fact  was,  that  the  Defendant  F. 
had  some  time  since  prevailed 
upon  him  (the  Plaintiff)  to  ex- 
ecute a  power  of  attorney  to  P., 
authorising  him  (P.)  to  get  in  the 
testator's  estate,  and  to  employ 
another  attorney  under  him ;  and 
the  Plaintiff  charged,  that  this 
power  of  attorney  was  a  contriv- 
ance between  P.  and  P.>  to  enable 
P.  to  receive  the  assets  without 
being  liable  to  account  to  the 
Plaintiff;  and  that  fraudulent  mis- 
representations, on  P.'s  part,  ac- 
companied the  execution  of  the 
power  of  attorney ;  and  that  the 
Defendants  had  in  their  posses- 
sion books  and  papers  relating  to 
the  matters  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
and  by  which  the  truth  of  such 
matters  would  appear. 

The  Defendant  P.,  by  his  an- 
swer, set  out  a  power  of  attorney 
from  the  Plaintiff  to  P.,  author- 
ising him  (P.)  to  get  in  the  tes- 
tator's estate,  and  to  employ  an 
attorney  under  him;  and  stated 
that  he  (P.)  had  never  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Plaintiff,  but  had 
been  employed  as  an  attorney  and 
312    .       solicitor 
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solicitor  solely  by  P.»  acting  under 
the  power  of  attorney :  and  had, 
in  the  course  of  such  employ- 
ment, received  various  sums  on 
account  of  the  testators  estate, 
for  which  he  had  duly  accounted 
to  P.  He  denied  the  charges  of 
i  contrivance  and  misrepresentation. 
He  admitted  the  possession  of 
certain  documents  relating  to  the 
testator's  estate  and  affiurs;  but 
submitted  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  produce  them,  and  that  he  was 
not  accountable  to  the  Plaintiff. 

Held,  that  F.  could  not  be  com 
pelled  to  produce  the  documents 
admitted  to  be  in  his  possession, 
Adams  v.  Fisher.  Page  526 

PROFITS. 

Practical  difficulties  in  working  out 
a  decree  directing  an  account  of 
the  profits  made  by  the  piratical 
use  of  an  invention  to  which  the 
Plaintiff  had  an  exclusive  right. 
Crosley  v.  Derby  Gas4ight  Com- 
party*  428 

PROTECTOR. 

Under  the  act  3  &  4  fV,  4.  c.  74.  for 
the  Abolition  of  Fines  and  Re- 
coveries, the  Lord  Chancellor  is 
not  the  protector  of  the  settle- 
ment in  the  place  of  a  lunatic, 
when  the  lunatic  is  tenant  in  tail 
in  possession. 

Semble,  that  where  a  lunatic 
has  a  particular  estate,  in  respect 
of  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  is 
protector  of  the  settlement,  and 
has  also  the  remainder  or  reversion 


in  fee,  subject  only  to  an  inter- 
vening estate  tail,  his  Lordtbip 
will  not  concur  in  any  deed  for 
barring  the  estate  tail.  In  ike 
MaUerqfWood.  1^266 


RAILWAY. 

•  Daring  the  progress  of  a  rail- 
road bill  through  parliament,  the 
promoters  of  the  bill  agree  with 
an  owner  of  land  on  the  intended 
line,  that,  if  the  bill  shaU  pan, 
they  will  endeavour,  in  the  next 
session,  to  obtain  the  sanctioa  of 
parliament  to  a  deviation  of  the 
line. 

Whether  such  an  agreement  is 
legal,  gtuere  f  Simpson  v.  Leti 
Hovaden.  ^ 

.  The  B.  and  C  Railway  Compwy 
agree  with  the  Plaintiff  to  girc 
him,  for  fourteen  acres  of  landf 
20,000?.,  to  be  paid  by  bs^' 
ments ;  other  parties,  cslled  the 
C.  and  B,  Railway  Company,  at 
the  same  time  start  a  rival  iiD<^» 
and  both  companies  go  to  parlia- 
ment. In  committee  it  is  agreed 
that  the  merits  of  botli  lines  d»Il 
be  referred  to  two  members  of 

.  the  committee,  and  the  solicitor 
for  the  rival  companies  at  the 
same  time  sign  an  agreement}  of 
which  it  is  stipulated,  tliat  the 
adopted  company  shall  take  the 
engagements  with  landboldcnioW 
which  the  rejected  company  »«/ 
have  entered ;  and  to  this  agree- 
ment the  sanction  of  t^o  membe* 

of 
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of  each  company,  and  also  the 
Plaintiff  is  subsequently  obtained, 
and  is  signified  by  a  written  me- 
morandum of  approval.  The  C 
and  B,  company  is  adopted,  and 
is  incorporated  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment. Their  line  will  require 
sixteen  acres  of  the  Plaintiff's 
land  in  a  different  place.  The 
Plaintiff  files  a  bill  against  the  C. 
and  B,  Company,  stating  these 
facts,  and  seeking  to  compel  them 
to  keep  the  agreement  entered 
into  by  him  with  the  B.  and  C. 
Company ;  and  to  restrain  the  C. 
and  B,  Company  from  entering 
upon  any  lands  belonging  to  him 
till  after  payment  of  the  first  in- 
stalment, which  is  already  due ; 
and  from  proceeding  after  subse- 
quent  instalments  become  due,  till 
such  instalments  shall  have  been 
paid.  The  Defendants  demur 
generally  to  the  bill.  Demurrer 
over-ruled.  Stanley  v.  The  Chester 
and  Birkenhead  Railway  Com- 
pany. Page  773 

See  IxjuNCTiON,  4. 

RECEIVER. 

A  receiver  is  not  entitled  to  be  re- 
imbursed the  expenses  of  journeys 
to,  and  residence  in  a  foreign 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
secuting proceedings  for  the  re- 
covery of  property  belonging  to 
the  estate,  before  the  tribunals  of 
tiiat  country,  unless  he  has  the 
express  sanction  and  authority  of 
the  Court  for  such  journeys  and 
residence. 


Principles  and  practice  of  the 
Court  with  respect  to  allowances 
made  to  receivers  for  extraordi- 
nary services.  Malcolm  v.  O'CaU 
laghan.  Page  52 

REFUNDING  OF  LEGACIES. 

In  the  year  1810  a  sum  of  stock  was 
transferred  into  the  names  of  A, 
and  B.^  in  trust  for  a  father  and 
mother,  in  certain  proportions,  for 
their  respective  lives,  with  re- 
mainder to  their  children.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  stock  was  trans- 
ferred by  A.  and  jB.  into  the  name 
of  J5.  only,  who  appropriated  it  to 
his  own  use.  In  the  year  1818 
the  father  and  mother  filed  a  bill 
against  A.  and  B,,  to  have  the 
stock  replaced  ;  and  the  children 
(two  in  number)  were  co-plaintifis, 
and,  being  infants,  sued  by  their 
father,  as  their  next  friend;  but 
that  suit  was  soon  afterwards  com- 
promised, upon  B.  giving  security 
for  the  payment  of  interest  for  the 
time  past  and  for  the  time  to 
come.  A.  subsequently  died,  and 
his  personal  estate  was  distributed 
among  his  legatees;  and  two  of 
those  legatees  then  died,  having 
received  their  legacies;  and  the 
residuary  personal  estate  of  one 
of  them  was  paid  over  to  her  re- 
siduary legatee.  These  distribu- 
tions were  made  in  ignorance  of 
any  demand  arising  out  of  the 
breach  of  trust  in  which  A.  had 
concurred.  The  eldest  of  the  two 
children  attained  twenty-one  in 
1821,  and  the  other  in  1823.  In 
3f3  1833 
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the  solicitor  of  the  insured  was  a 
party  as  a  Defendant,  stated  that, 
on  a  particular  day,  an  agent  of  a 
company,  with  whom  the  insured 
wished  to  effect  an  insurance, 
came  to  the  ofiBce  of  the  insured, 
and  told  their  agent  that  the  life 
was  bad,  handing  to  such  agent  at 
the  same  time  an  unfavourable 
medical  report  upon  the  life.  The 
Defendant,  the  solicitor  of  the  in- 
sured, was  present  at  this  iater- 
view,  but  in  his  answer  to  the  bill 
refused  to  state  what  passed,  be- 
cause he  was  then  the  solicitor 
and  attorney,  and  was  present  as 
the  solicitor  and  attorney  of  the 
insured,  and  acquired  his  inform- 
ation, touching  the  matters  which 
he  refused  to  answer,  solely  from 
the  fact  of  his  being  present  at 
the  time,  in  the  capacity  of  soli- 
citor and  attorney,  and  profes- 
sional and  confidential  adviser  of 
the  insured : 

Held,  that  this  answer  was  in- 
sufficient. 

Principles  upon  which  some 
communications  are  held  to  be 
privileged  from  disclosure.  Des- 
borough  v.  Raxvlins,  Page  515 
2.  A  trustee,  who  is  a  solicitor,  is 
entitled  to  be  repaid  such  costs, 
charges,  and  expenses  only  as  he 
has  properly  paid  out  of  pocket ; 
and  it  makes  no  difference  in  this 
respect,  that  the  instrument  cre- 
ating the  trust  may  have  directed 
that  the  trust  monies  should  be 
applied  (inter  alia)  in  payment 
of  all  expenses,  disbursements, 
and  charges  to  be  incurred,  sus- 


tained, or  borne  by  the  trustee,  in 
professional  business,  journeys,  or 
otherwise;  and  that  the  trustee 
might  retain  all  reasonable  costs, 
charges,  and  expenses  which  be 
might  sustain  or  be  put  unto; 
such  costs,  charges,  and  expenses 
to  be  reckoned,  stated,  and  paid 
as  between  attorney  and  client. 
Moore  v.  Frowd,  Page  *5 

See  Costs,  7. 

SOLICITOR'S  LIEN. 

Order  made  on  a  solicitor,  who  with- 
drew from  the  conduct  of  the 
Plaintiff's  cause,  that  he  should 
deliver  up  to  the  Plaintiff's  new 
solicitor  the  briefs  of  the  pleadings, 
counsel's  opinions  thereon,  office 
copies  of  the  several  answers,  and 
all  such  other  papers  and  docu- 
ments, connected  with  the  cause, 
as,  upon  inspection,  such  new 
solicitor  might  deem  necessary  for 
the  hearing ;  without  prejudice  to 
any  right  of  lien  for  costs,  and 
upon  an  undertaking  to  return 
them  undefaced  within  ten  days 
after  the  hearing.  Uedop  v. 
Meicdfe.  18S 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  under 
the  local  acts  of  parliament  for 
improving  the  town  of  Cambridge 
have,  upon  the  true  construction 
of  those  acts,  a  continuing  right 
to  exercise  from  time  to  time  the 
power  thereby  vested  in  them,  of 
taking 


INDEX  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL  MATTERS. 


835 


taking  property  for  the  purposes 
of  the  acts,  and  of  referring  the 
assessment  of  the  price  to  a  jury, 
so  long  ^as  may  be  required  for 
carrying  into  full  efect  the  pur« 
poses  contemplated  by  the  acts. 

A  person  whose  property  is  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  purposes  of  the  acts  is  not  en- 
titled to  restrsun  them,  by  injunc- 
tion, from  taking  the  steps  pre- 
scribed by  the  acts  for  obtaining 
possession  of  the  property,  until 
they  shall  have  shewn  a  sufficient 
fund  in  hand  to  satisfy  the  price 
which  may  be  awarded  to  him,  or 
until  they  shall  have  shewn  the 
means  by  which  they  propose  to 
procure  it.  Salmon  v.  Randall. 
Page  439 

STATUTES. 

2  G.  2.  c.  23.    Maddeford  v.  Aust' 
wick.  4'23 

53  G.  3.  c.  Ul.     WiUford  v.  Mar- 
chant.  550 

56  G.  3.  c.  60.    Ex  parie  Ram.    25 
6  G.  4.  e.  16.     Bannaiyne  v.  Leader. 

379 
6  G.  4?.  c.  16.    Ex  parie  Prideaux. 

327 
6  G.  4.  e.  42.    Thorpe  v.  Hughes. 

742 

11  G.4.  &1  fr.4.  C.47.M.10&11. 

Price  v.  Carver.  157 

1  W.4e.  C.36,     Geev.   CoUle.    180 

1  W.  4.  C.60.     In  the  Matter  of 

Welch. 

3&  4  fr,4.  C.74.     In  the  MaUer  of 

Wood.  266 

3  &  4  fK.  4.  c  94.    Hill  v.  Gomme. 

503 


4  W.  4.  c.  74.  In  the  Matter  of 
Wood.  Page  266 

5  &  6  fT.  4.  c.  76.  In  the  Matter  of 
the  Oxford  Charities.  239 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Ludlotv  Cha- 
rities. 262 

STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS. 

A  direction  in  a  will  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  does  not  create  a 
trust  upon  the  personal  estate,  so 
as  to  take  a  debt  out  of  the  statute 
of  limitations,  so  far  as  relates  to 
that  estate. 

If  tim6  has  once  begun  to  run 
against  a  debt  in  the  debtor's  life- 
time, it  does  not  afterwards  cease 
to  run  during  the  period  which 
may  elapse  between  his  death  and 
the  time  at  which  a  personal  re- 
presentative to  him  is  constituted. 
Freake  v.  Cranefeldt.  499 


STAY  O?  PROCEEDINGS. 

A  residuary  legatee  filed  a  bill 
against  the  personal  representa- 
tives of  a  testator,  for  an  account 
and  payment.  Before  decree  in 
that  cause,  a  creditor  of  the  tes- 
tator, upon  a  bond,  in  respect  of 
which  no  interest  had  been  paid, 
or  acknowledgment  of  debt  made 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years^  filed 
a  creditor's  bill  against  the  same 
representatives ;  and  the  Defend- 
ants, by  their  answer  to  the  second 
bill,  admitted  the  existence  of  the 
bond  debt.  Afterwards,  the  Plain- 
tiff in  the  first  cause  obtained  the 
common  decree  in  a  residuary 
legatee's 
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legatee's  Moh,  and  the  DeTeDckmtB 
thereupon  moved  for  and  obtained 
an  order  that  all  iUrther  proceed- 
ings  in  the  lecond  cause  might  be 
stayed.  The  Lord  Chancellorf  on 
appeal,  discharged  that  order,  and 
in  the  second  cause  made  the 
common  decree  in  a  creditor's 
suit,  and  directed  the  report  to  be 
made  in  both  causes.  Bwigen  v. 
Sage.  Page  683 


TAXATION  OF  SOLICITORS' 
BELL. 

See  Practice,  10. 


TRUST. 

Upon  a  bill  filed  by  two  persons, 
pew-holders  in  a  chapel,  and  n^em- 
bers  of  the  congregation,  and,  in 
in  virtue  of  certain  offices  which 
they  held,  entitled  to  be  trustees 
of  the  chapel,  on  behalf  of  them- 
selves, and  all  other  persons  in- 
teresjted  as  such  pew-holders  and 
members,  except  the  Defendants, 
against  the  other  persons  entitled 
to  be  such  trustees,  and  against 
the  person  in  whom  the  legal  in- 
terest in  the  lease  was  vested, 
alleging  that  the  lease  of  the 
chapel  was  held  upon  an  exclu- 
sive trust  for  religious  service 
according  to  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  Church  of  ScoU 
landy  charging  the  Defendants 
with  introducing  preachers  into 
the  pulpit  who  were  not  ministers 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland^  and 


with  other  acte  in  violation  of  the 
trust)  and  praying  that  the  De- 
fendants might  be  oompailed  to 
perform  the  imst,  the  Court 
granted  the  relief  prayed;  hold, 
ing,  first,  thati  upon  the  evidence 
in  the  cau8e»  the  alleged  trust  was 
sufficiently  made  oat;  secondly, 
that  the  acts  complained  of 
amounted  to  a  breach  of  trust; 
and,  thirdly,  that  the  record  was 
properly  framed  with  a  view  to 
the  object  of  the  suit. 

An  amendment  making  the 
Plamtifi  in  the  original  bill  sue 
on  behalf  of  themselves  and  aU 
other  persons  having  the  same  in- 
terest, does  not  so  alter  the  par- 
ties or  the  firame  of  the  record 
that  depositions  taken  in  the  ori- 
ginal suit  cannot  be  used  in  the 
amended  suit*  MUligmn  v.  Mitek' 
eU.  P^72 

See  CORPORATIOK. 

Will,  2.  6. 

TRUSTEES. 

See  Answih. 

Appointment  of. 

Breach  of  Trust,  I. 

Charity,  1, 2. 

Costs,  1. 

Liability  of  Executors. 


UNCERTAINTY. 
See  Will,  2. 


UN- 
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UNCLAIMED  DIVIDENDS. 

When  stock  has  been  tmnsferred  to 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dividends  upon  it 
not  having  been  claimed  for  ten 
yearsy  it  is  not  a  matter  of  course 
to  order  it  to  be  re-transferred  to 
a  person  who  subsequently  makes 
out  a  legal  title,  upon  which  a 
transfer  of  the  stock  would  have 
been  made  to  him  if  the  ten  years 
had  not  elapsed. 

Thus,  where  stock  had  stood  in 
the  joint  names  of  two  persons,  of 
whom  one  had  survived  the  other 
upwards  of  ten  years,  but  had  not, 
during  that  time,  claimed  any 
dividends,  the  Court  would  not, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  widow 
and  personal  representative  of  the 
survivor,  order  the  stock  to  be 
transferred  into  her  name,  or  into 
the  names  of  the  two  deceased 
persons ;  but  directed  the  Master 
to  inquire  who  was  entitled  to  the 
stock,  with  liberty  to  state  special 
circumstances.  Ex  parte  Ram, 
Page  25 
See  Bankruptcy,  2. 


VESTING. 

See  Portion,  1. 

VENDOR'S  LIEN. 

If  the  same  person  is  agent  both  for 
the  vendor  and  purchaser,  or  is 


himself  vendor  and  agent  for  the 
purchaser,  whatever  notice  he 
may  have  will  affect  the  purchaser ; 
and  a  purchaser  taking  a  convey- 
ance from  a  vendor,  who  has  not 
possession  of  the  title-deeds,  will 
take  it  with  notice  of  any  claim 
which  the  party  in  possession  of 
the  title-deeds  may  have. 

The  benefit  of  Uie  vendor's  lien 

for  purchase  money  unpaid  may 

be  assigned  by  parol  to  a  third 

party ;  SemUe.   Dryden  v.  Frost. 

Page  670 


WAIVER. 
See  Mortgage. 

WILL. 

1.  Bequest  of  a  residue  upon  trust 
for  the  testator's  grandson,  B., 
the  son  of  Isaac^  at  twenty-five, 
for  life;  and,  after  the  death  of 
B.J  in  case  he  shall  have  a  son 
who  shall  attain  twenty-one,  then 
for  such  son  of  B.,  who  shall  first 
attain  twenty-one,  absolutely ;  and 
in  default  of  such  son  of  B.,  and 
after  B.'s  death,  then  upon  trust 
for  the  testator's  grandson, «/.,  the 
son  of  haacj  at  twenty-five,  for 
life ;  and  after  the  death  of  «/.,  in 
case  he  shall  have  a  son  who  shall 
attain  twenty-one,  then  to  such 
son  of  J.  who  shall  first  attain 
twenty-one,  absolutely :  with  the 
like  limitations  successively  in 
favour  of  any  other  grandsons, 
sons  of  haaCf  born  in  the  testator's 
lifetime. 
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lifetimei  and  their  respective  sons 
first  attaining  twenty-one ;  and  in 
default  of  a  son  of  any  such  grand- 
son attaining  twenty-one,  then 
upon  trust  for  any  son  of  Isaac, 
born  after  the  testator's  decease, 
who  shall  first  attain  twenty-one, 
absolutely ;  and  in  case  no  son  of 
any  son  of  the  testator's  son  haac^ 
then  born,  or  thereafter  to  be  born 
in  the  testator's  lifetime,  nor  any 
son  of  his  son  haac^  born  afler  his 
decease,shall  live  to  attain  twenty- 
one,  then  from  and  immediately 
after  the  decease  of  all  the  sons 
and  grandsons  of  his  son  IsaaCf 
upon  trust  for  the  testator's 
nephew,  G.,  for  life;  and  upon 
the  decease  of  his  nephew,  G.,  in 
case  he  shall  have  a  son  who  shall 
live  to  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
then  upon  trust  for  such  son  who 
shall  first  attain  twenty-one,  abso- 
lutely. 

Held,  upon  the  whole  context 
of  the  will,  that  the  words  •*  after 
the  decease  of  all  the  sons  and 
grandsons,"  must  be  read  as  if 
they  had  been  **  after  the  decease 
of  all  the  aforesaid"  or  "  all  such 
sons  and  grandsons;"  and  that 
the  limitation  over  in  favour  of 
the  first  son  of  G.  attaining  twenty- 
one,  was  therefore  not  too  re- 
mote. EUicombey^Gompertz. 

Page  127 

2.  A  testatrix  devised  to  trustees, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  her  copy, 
hold  dwelling-house,  garden,  and 
ground,  together  toith  the/urniture 
and  effects  therein^  and  the  coach- 

,    house  and  stable  thereto  belong- 


ing ;  and  also  the  ten  cottages, 
and  two  new  cottages  built  by  her, 
with  their  appurtenances,  at  X.; 
to  hold  the  same  with  the  appur- 
tenances, unto  and  to  the  use  of 
the  trustees,  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs, upon  trust,  that  they  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor,  or  the  hein 
or  assigns  of  the  survivor,  should 
pay  the  rents,  issues»  and  profits 
of  the  said  hereditaments  to  Sarah 
iS.,  wife  of  George  <S.,  or  otherwise 
permit  and  suffer  her  to  use  and 
occupy  the  said  hereditawtetUs 
during  her  life,  to  the  intent  that 
the  same  herediiamcnis  and  the 
rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof 
might  be  for  her  sole  and  separate 
use,  &c.;  and  after  her  decease 
in  trust  for  George  S.,  for  his  life ; 
and  after  his  decease  upon  trust 
that  the  trustees  or  the  survivors 
or  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs 
and  assigns  of  such  survivor, 
should  be  possessed  of  and  in* 
terested  in  the  said  herediiama^t 
in  trust  for  such  persons,  of  a  cer- 
tain class,  as  Sarah  S.  should  by 
will  appoint,  and,  in  default  of  ap- 
pointment, upon  trust,  that  the 
trustees  or  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor of  them,  and  the  heirs  or 
assigns  of  such  survivor,  should 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  here* 
diiaments  and  premises  s  and  the 
testatrix  directed,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sale  should  form  part 
of  her  residuary  personal  estate: 
Held,  that  no  beneficial  intent  in 
the  furniture  and  effects  passed 
by  the  will. 

The  testatrix  devised   certain 
freehold 
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freehold  premises  in  which  she 
carried  on  trade,  to  trustees  in 
fee,  upon  trust,  (afler  the  decease 
of  a  person  to  whom  she  gave  the 
beneficial  interest  therein  for  life), 
to  dispose  of  and  divide  the  same 

*.'  unto  and  amongst  her  (the  testa- 
trix's) partners,  who  should  be 
in  copartnership  with  her  at  the 
time  of  her  decease,  or  to  whom 
she  might  have  disposed  of  her 
business,  in  such  shares  and  pro- 
portions as  her  trustees  should 
think  fit  or  deem  advisable.  The 
testatrix  disposed  of  her  business 
in  her  lifetime:  Held,  that  the 
devise  in  favour  of  the  persons  to 

"    whom  she  might  have  disposed  of 

'  her  business,  was  not  void,  either 
under  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  or  on 
the  ground  of  uncertainty. 

The  testatrix  being  entitled  to 
the  sum  of  2000/.,  secured  by  a 
promissory  note  which  had  two 

*'  years  to  run,  indorsed  the  note  to 
Sarah  Sargon,  and  sent  it  to  her 
with  a  letter,  in  the  following 
terms: — '<  The  enclosed  note  of 
20001. 1  have  given  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Sargon  for  her  sole  use  and  be- 

'  nefit,  independent  of  her  husband, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  en- 
abling Mrs.  Sargon  to  present  to 
either  branch  of  my  family  any 
principal  or  interest  thereon,  as 
the  said  Mrs.  Sarah  Sargon  may 
consider  the  most  prudent;  and 

'  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Sargon,  by  this  bequest  I 
empower  her  to  dispose  of  the 
said  sum  of  20001*  and  the  interest 


by  will  or  deed,  to  those  or  either 
branch  of  the  family  she  may  con- 
sider most  deserving  thereof.  To 
enable  Mrs.  Sarah  Sargon,  my 
niece,  to  have  the  sole  use  and 
power  of  the  said  sum  of  2000/. 
due  to  me  by  the  above  note  of 
hand,  I  have  specially  indorsed 
the  same  in  her  favour."  It  being 
admitted  that  if  this  was  a  gift 
upon  trust,  the  trust  could  not  be 
executed :  Held,  that  it  was  a  gift 
upon  trust,  and  that,  as  the  trust 
failed,  the  sum  secured  by  the 
note  constituted  part  of  the  testa- 
trix's estate.  Siubbs  v.  Sargon. 
Page  507 

S.  The  following  passage  at  the  end 
of  a  will,  "  I  guess  there  will  be 
found  sufficient  in  my  banker's 
hands  to  defray  and  discharge  my 
debts,  which  1  hereby  desire  E.  M. 
to  do,  and  keep  the  residue  for 
her  own  use  and  pleasure,"  was 
held,  under  the  circumstances  and 
upon  the  whole  contextof  the  will, 
to  amount  to  a  gift  of  the  general 
residuary  personal  estate  to  E.  Af. 
Boi/s  V.  Morgan*  661 

4.  A  testator,  after  bequeathing  cer- 
tain shares  of  his  residuary  estate 
(the*produce  of  a  mixed  fund)  to 
his  son  and  daughter  respectively, 
directed  that  the  interest  of  the 
share  given  to  the  son  should  be 
applied  for  his  maintenance  and 
education  till  twenty-one,  and  that 
after  that  period  he  should  have 
power  to  receive  and  dispose  of 
such  interest  till  his  age  of  twenty- 
five,  when  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
perty 
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perty  bequeathed  to  him  was  to 
be  at  his  own  disposal.  He  further 
directed  that  half  the  property 
given  to  his  daughter  should  Ibe 
invested,  b  trust»  for  her  mainte- 
nance, education,  use,  and  benefit, 
during  her  life,  and  for  her  chil- 
dren, if  any,  afler  her  decease ; 
and,  if  there  was  no  issue  living 
at  her  decease,  the  said  property 
was  to  devolve  to  his  son}  and 
in  case  he  was  dead  also,  dad  had 
left  no  issue,  the  said  property 
was  to  devolve  to  his  executors 
thereinafter  named.  The  other 
half  of  the  property  bequeathed  to 
his  daughter  he  directed  to  be  in- 
vested for  her  ^ole  use  and  bene- 
fit till  twenty-one,  and  that  the 
said  property  should  then  be  at 
her  own  disposal ;  and,  if  either 
the  son  or  daughter  should  die 
under  twenty-one,  the  property 
bequeathed  to  the  one  so  dying 
should  devolve  to  the  other ;  and, 
if  both  should  die  under  that  age, 
then  the  property  bequeathed  to 
them  should  devolve  to  and  be- 
come the  property  of  the  four 
persons  therein  named  and  de- 
scribed, to  be  divided  betwixt 
them  in  equal  proportions,  and 
their  heirs  for  ever;  which  four 
persons  he  also  appointed  his  exe- 
cutors. One  of  the  four  persons 
named  executors  renounced  pro- 
bate, and  declined  to  act;  and 
afterwards  both  the  son  and  daugh- 
ter died  under  twenty-one,  and 
without  issue : 
Held,  first,  that   the  interest 


whidi  accrued  upon  the  shares  of 
the  son  and  daughter  during  their 
respective  minorities,  so  far  as  it 
had  not  been  applied  to  their 
maintenance  and  education,  vetted 
absolutely  in  them,  and  passed  to 
their  personal  representatives ; 
and. 

Secondly,  that  the  one  fourth 
share  in  the  residue,  to  which  the 
executor  who  had  renounced 
would  have  been  entitled  as  one 
of  the  legatees  over,  if  he  bad 
acted,  was  a  lapsed  legacy,  and 
did  not  devolve  to  the  three  other 
persons  named  with  him  as  lega- 
tees of  that  residue.  Barber  v. 
Barber.  Puge  688 

5.  A  testator,  who  was  possessed  of 
considerable  real  estate,  compris- 
ing among  other  property  three 
houses  in  JV.,  upon  which  he  owed 
a  sum  of  2900{.  secured  by  mort- 
gage, devised  hb  three  houses  in 
N.9  together  with  several  other 
houses  therein  described,  **  the 
whole  subject  to  the  payment  of 
the  mortgage  debt  of  29O0L  bor- 
rowed  on  mortgage  of  the  houses 
in  Nu'  to  C.  and  H.,  in  fee.  He 
then  devised  and  bequeathed  the 
residue  of  his  real  estates,  and  all 
his  personal  estate  and  effects 
whatsoever,  subjectf  nevertheless, 
as  to  bis  personal  estate,  to  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  except  such 
debts  as  were  therein  excepted 
therefrom,  to  trustees,  in  trust  as 
to  the  particular  estates  therein 
specified ;  and,  among  others,  as 
to  his  four  messuages  therein  de- 
scribedf 
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scribed,  subject  to  the  mortgages 
made  on  the  same,  and  from  the 
payment  of  which  he  thereby  ex- 
empted his  personal  estate;  and 
as  to  all  the  residue  and  remainder 
of  his  said  real  and  personal  es- 
tatesy  in  trust  for  the  persons 
therein  mentioned :  Held,  that  the 
testator's  personal  estate  was  the 
primary  fund  for  the  payment  of 
the  mortgage  debt  of  290(V. 
Bickham  v.  CruttwU.  Page  768 
6.  A  testator  gave  a  legacy  of  110(V. 
to  two  persons,  upon  certain 
trusts,  for  the  benefit  of  his  daugh- 
ter and  her  children :  he  then, 
after  making  some  other  devises 
and  bequests,  proceeded  to  give  a 
messuage  to  the  same  persons, 
upon  trust  for  his  widow  for 
her  life,  and  after  her  decease, 
to  apply  the  rents  for  his  grand- 
son H.  during  his  minority, 
and  to  convey  the  messuage 
to  H.  at  twenty-one;  and  he 
appointed  his  widow    sole  exe- 


cutrix. At  the  time  of  the  widow's 
death,  H.  had  attained  twenty- 
one  ;  and  afterwards,  by  a  deed, 
which  recited  the  devise  of  the 
messuage  upon  the  trusts  of  the 
will  therem  stated,  the  death  of 
the  widow,  and  that,  in  her  life- 
time, H.  attained  twenty-one, 
'<  whereby  it  became  unnecessary 
for  them  to  act  in  the  trust  de- 
clared by  the  will,  and  in  fact  they 
nev^  intermeddled  therein;  but 
inasmuch*  as  the  legal  estate  in  the 
said  messuage  was  still  outstand- 
ing in  them  by  virtue  of  the  re- 
cited will,  they  had  consented,  at 
the  request  of  H.,  to  convey  such 
estate  to  him,"  the  two  persons 
named  in  the  deed  conveyed  the 
devised  messuage  to  //.  .* 

Held,  that  the  execution  of 
this  deed  was  of  itself  sufficient 
evidence  that  the  persons  who 
executed  it  had  accepted  and 
acted  in  the  trusts  of  the  will. 
Urch  V.  Walker.  Page  702 
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